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The ~HOI~E of the ~OUNTY 

''CITY'' 
ALES and STOOTS 

CREEDYVALLEY 

CIDER 

* 
NORMAN & PRING LTD. 

The City Brewery 

EXETER CREDITON 

wear a DISTINCTIVE 

---. -------~ 
· BLAZER I 
-----------' 
------------, 

BADGE I ____________ _j 

Made entirely BY HAND to the approved Regi­

mental design, in fine a;old and .silver wire and 

silks, to last you for years. We supply on dark 

navy or black cloth, or on your own detached 

pocket (blazers must not be sent), THE 

DEVONSHIRE REGIMENT BADGE COSTS 

SEVENTY SHILLINGS, postage including Forces 

air. mail, paid. Despatched wi thin seven d ays 

from receipt of remittance, subject to immediate 

refund if you ar e in any way dissatisfied with 

our craftsmanship. 

D. J. PARKINSON 
Services Hand Badge-maker 

124 Valley Drive, Brighton 5 

''ST. ANNE'S'' 
ALES and STOUTS 

WINES - SPIRITS 

LIQUEURS 

* 
THE ST. ANNE'S WELL 

BREWERY CO. LTD. 

EXETER - NEWTON ABBOT 

Hiorns &_Miller 
Renmmed throughout the world 

for QUALITY 

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS 

INVITATION CARDS 

CRESTED STATIONERY 

ACCOUNT BOOKS 

PRINTING OF 

ANY DESCRIPTION 

OFFICE EQU IP MENT 

Brochures and Catalogue on application 
Estimates and samples sen( on request 

HIORNS & MILLER LTD 
MARLBOROUGH STREET 

DEVON PORT 

Telephone : Devonport 43 7 
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COUNTESS WEIR 

SERVICE STATION, L TO. 

EXETER 

(Fully qualified Mechanics) 

• 

FULLY EQUIPPED NEW 
SERVICE BAY AND WORKSHOPS 

• 
CARS WASHED AND WAXED 10/6 

TYRES AND ACCESSORIES 

• 
TELEPHONE TOPSHAM 3110 

II 11 I 
Two1 w~ys to 
~ 

~ ~ k orin 
mere 

A~~~es 
and both ways are 

Dcwn Nott·Aicoholic 

CYDER CYDRAX 
If you cannot obtain White­
ways Cyder or Cydrax in 
your Mess or N .A.A.F .I., 
please write to Whi;.eways, 

Whimple, Devon. 
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Widely Known 

THROUGHOUT THE SERVICES 
Hawkes have supplied Service uniform and equipment for nearly 
two hundred years. But they are equally well known as civilian 
tailors, modern in their methods. while traditional in their spirit. 
Hawkes Department for Immediate Wear is the natural resort of 
men who wish to maintain the Savile Row standard without undue 
strain on their pocket. 

e LOUNGE SUITS FROM £22.0.0. e OVERCOATS FROM 19 GNS. 
e SPORTS JACKETS FROM 11 GNS. 

ALL UNIFORMS AND SERVICE EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED 

For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will be gladly supplied on request. 

HA WI(ES of SA VILE ROW 
Regimental Tm1ors to The Devonshire Regiment 

Established 
1771 

I SAVILE ROW, W.l l2a london Rd., Camberley 
(l'elephone : REGent 0186) (Telephone: Camberley 829) 

AUSTIN'S Wm. BRUFORD 
FOR OUTSIDE CATERING 

Wedding Receptions . Dinners 
Scrambles . Cocktail Parties 
Garden Parties . Shows 
Buffet Refreshments 
Gymkhanas . Point-to-Points 
Race Meetings . Sports Meetings 
etc, 

68 BARTHOLOMEW STREET WEST 
EXETER 

Telephone Exeter 7 5815 
Please mention t his Jo urnal w hen replying 

Established 1721 AND SON LTD. 

JEWELLERS 
GOLDSMITHS 

SILVERSMITHS 
WATCH & CLOCK SPECIALISTS 

are always at your service for 

REGIMENTAL T ROPHIES 
CUPS, BADGE BROOCHES 

Etc. 

Buyers of Fine J ewellery and A ntique· Silver 

Valuers f or Probate I nsurance and Division 

1, BEDFORD STRE E T, 

EXETER 
Telephone . . . 54901-2 
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Bv ,.~fV-ttlf 

TO ~~ ""~o:.r... to-ot OVEEN 
noii.J lf~ 

REGIMENTAL 
CAPMAKERS TO 

.. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .. 
Wr1~r1~r1~~ r111> ~ rlti rlti ~ rlti W 

~~ '~ 
~~ ~~ 
'<:l~4' ...... .~# 
~~ ~~ 

~~ '~ ""4"' H .. ~~ 
'<1.~4 ERl!ERT JOHNSON .... ~ ... 
~~ ~~ 

'<1.~4 specialise iu hats for every ........ 
~~ ~· 
""~ occnsiou - (nultless hats .,.. .... 
Pq~ • ,_.,., 
~%,;: made to suit you persounlly, 1 :;';:>:: 
'<:1.'>-.:r with t! e sr.me disrbu:il'e 1 ,._.., 

Pq'bo. ctrrect!zess that is obser•'ed in 1 ....... .... 

~~ .... ~ 
~"' the mnkiug of nil regimeutnl '~~ 
'<l~4 I I "/ ........ ,.4,. hendJien·. A so nvni.n e 

1 
r~~ 

~%€ are impeaable aaessories :S{ 
<1~4 it·cludiug regimmtal ........ 
~"' ~~ 
""'~"" nud club ties. .... .... 
~b. ~~ 

"'\(>4 38New Bond St., london W.J. ....... ..., 
""4"' Mayfair 0784 '~~ 

THE DEVONSHIRE 
REGIMENT 

"'\(>4' Ul eckdays 9 a.m.- 5 r.m. "".,...,. 
~"' (Thursdays 6.30 p.m.) '~~ 
~:1! Saturdays 9 :1.m.- 1 p .. m. ::~ 
"'~"" 40a Lo.,don Rd., Cam ter lcy .,.. .... 
""4"' (Wednesday af•emoons only) '~~ 

~ 
·~-

Maintain your 

service to 

Queen and Country 
in civilian life 

Join the British Legion 

* 
The Legion co-operates with your regi­
mental association and speaks for all 

ex-service men and women 

BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL MALL, S.W.l 

..,.~ .... ~ 
~b. ~ .... 

"'~ · ~ ... 
~b. ~ .... 

n...,~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~J. ~J. ~J. ~J. ~J. ~J. .... 
U ~~ t~ 'f~ 'f~ t~ r~ 'f~ r·~ r~ <t~W 

J. J. NORMAN 
Wine Merchant 

No. 71, MAGDALEN ROAD 

MOUNT RADFORD 

EXETER 

EXETER'S WINE CENTRE 

* 
150 Years Experience of the Wine Trade 

* 
Telephone Exeter 72415 and 74978 
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REGIMENTAL JOURNAL 

Incorporating 

..fl.tb:Js of tbt ®lb <!omtabts' ~ssotiation 

SEMPER FIDEL IS 

"THE BLOODY ELEVENTH " 
The Castle of Enter witlll tbe •otto " Semper Fidella." 
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Samwil," •• Jerusalem.'' •• Tel ' Asur.' ' u Pa lestiDe, 1917· 11," '" T igris, 19 16,,. •• Kut al Amara, 19 17" 

u Mesopotamia, 1916-18. tt 

World War Two--'" Norma ndy Landing," •• Port en Bessin/' "Tilly su r Seulles," u Caen,,. "St. P ierre La Viel1e," 
" Nederrijn," " Roer,u "Rhine/' ' 4 lbbenburen," "North· West Europe, 1944-45," " Landing in S icily," '" Regalbuto," 
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354 SEMPER FIDELIS 

THE COLONEL· OF THE REGIMENT 
THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENT 

In the November number of The Jour'nal 
I wrote about the forthcoming a)llalgamation 
of our Regiment with the Dorset Regiment. 

By the time that this, the last number of 
The Journal, reaches you the amalgamation 
of the 1st Battalions will have been com­
pleted and the Devonshire and Dorset R egi­
ment will have come into being. 

I and, I am sure, aU members of the 
Devonshire R egiment wish it the best of luck 
in the future. 

The Colonel of the new R egiment has not 
yet been announced, but we a ll hope that it 
will be Major-Genera l G. N. Wood, c.B., 
c.B.E., D.~.o., M.c., the Colonel of the Dorset 
R egiment. 

From my experience of him during the 
past ten m..onths I am sure that if he is 
appointed, the new ·Reg:iment will be very 
fortunate in having as its Colonel one who 
has shown himself to be so understanding of 
the many problems, some of them difficult of 
solution, which inescapably have to be 
decided when two Regiments amalgamate. 

H e has told me that should he be 
appointed, he is dete rmined to see that the 
best traditions ::J f both the Regiments are 
carried forward into the future. · 

We all wish him well in his task of weld­
ing successfully the late Devonshire R egi­
ment and the late D orset R egiment into the 
new Devonshire and Dorset Regiment. 

APPOINTMENT OF H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF KENT, C.L, G. C. V. 0. , G.B.E,, 
AS COLONEL-IN-CHIEF OF THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENT 

T1he J)ollowing Jebtens were exdb:anged : 

From : Colonel L. H . M. W estropp, D.L., 
Colonel, The Devons~ire R egiment. 

4th March 1958. 

Dear Mr. Hay, 
Will you please convey m y thiUllllble duty 

to H er RoyaJ Highness the Duchess of Kent 
and express to her b01th o·n my bahalf and 
thart: of the Devonshire R egime01t how 
honoured and delighited we are rtihat she has 
been appoi[]lted Colonel-in-Chief of tJhe 
Devon.sbrire and D o,rset Regiment. · 

I would like to assure H er Royal Highness 
·llhat there :lis no Regimelllt with which we 
would :rwthe.r amalgamate t han the D orset 
Regiment. -

Beforre 1939 we were f<"iendly:and in the 
Second Wo:rld War new and strong links 
were forrged h~tween the Regimenrts in l!he 
Malta Bnigade, whiah contained the 1st 
Dors(!llts a nd 2nd Devons. After the seige this 
R egular Brigade became t he 23l st Infa ntry 
Br~gade, whiah. earned a fine reputation in 
Sicily, Italy and No·rmandy. 

Slince ltlhe Wa:r . members of tlhe Dorset 
R egiment have served with us and vice versa, 
so t!hart a number of officers and other ranks 
already know eaah othe-r. 

In I(Jhe new R egiment, rtberefore, it is cer­
tain l!lhat members of both ,t:he present R egi­
meilits will work t ogether to make ·trheir uruion 
a h ap;py and successful one, and to coll'llinue 
the greart tract.i,tion of tihe past. 

I am convinced :that notiliiog could have 
g~iVen the Devonshire a.nd D Qifset Regiment a 
better scart t.han Her Royal Highness's 
appointment, and that all ranks of the 
Devonshire Regiment will prize the great 
honour and privilege of serving under her as 
their Colonel-in-Chief. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(Sd.) L. H. M. W estropp, Colonel. 

To : Phfi!Lp Hay, Esq., c.v.o., 
Priva-te Secmtmy to Her Royal Highness 
The Duchess of Kent, c.r., G.c.v.o., G.B.E., 

Kensin!!ton Palace, 
-London, W.8. 

R eply from the Private Secretary to Her 
.Royal Highness: 

Kensington Palace, W.8. 
6th March, 1958. 

Dear Colo nel We.stmpp, 
Thank you for your letter of the 4th 

March, which I have shown to the Duchess 
of Kent. 

, 
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EDITORIAL 355 

H er Royal Highness much a ppreciated 
the terms in which your letter was ex pressed , 
and desires me to thank you for the kind 
messages of good wishes which you send on 
behalf of the Devonshire Regiment in con­
nection with her appointment as Colonel-in­
Chief of the Devonshire a nd Dorset 
R egiment. 

Her R oyal Highness looks forward to a 
long and happy associa tion with the new 
Regiment, and trusts that she will have an 
early opportunity, after its formation, to pay 
her first official visi t to i t. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(Sd.) Philip Hay , 

Private Secretary. 
Colonel L. H. M. Westropp, D.L., 

The Regimental Headquarters, 
The Devonshire Regiment, 

Topsham Baracks, 
Exeter. 

OUR EDITOR 
Major W. P . Symonds, our Editor, has 

told me lt!natt wi•tlh the issue o f this last 
number of this Journal be wishes to resign, 
as he now has not enough spare time to deal 
adequately with the new Journal of the 
Devonshire and Dorset Regiment. 

It is with great regret that I accept his 
res ignatio n, as be has been a remarkably 
successful Editor. 

He produced the first number in May, 
1950, and has maintained a very high 
standard throughout the past eight years. 

Producing and editing a Journal is a never­
ending work. 

It requires both imagination and a 
natural aptitude, both of which he possesses. 

We are all grateful to him. 
On behalf of the Devonshire R egiment I 

thank him sincerely and wish him success 
in his new venture. 

EDITORIA L 

So ends my period as Editor of Sernper 
Fide/is. (Readers may remember tha t I 
decided to drop the editorial " we"). 

It is with great regret that, owing to busi­
ness commitments, I find myself unable to 
carry o n as Editor of the N ew Journal, but I 
should like "to thank Major-General Wood 
and Colonel Westropp for paying me the 
compliment of asking me to take it over. 

The eight years of my Editorship have 
been a great pleasure to me for it has kept 
me in touch with R egimental a ffa irs, a nd it 
has given me great satisfaction to produce a 
book which appeared to meet with general 
approval. 

I cannot close wi thout thanking Colonel 
Westropp for the kind remarks about my 
efforts, a nd I would like to thank a ll contri­
butors for their co-operatio n over the past 
years. 

Any success I may have had has been due 
to a very great extent to the help, guidance 
and advice which I have received from my 
friend Mr. D. Levy of the publishing finn, 
Messrs. Parsons of Hastings. I thank him 
sincerely. Mr. Ketheson and Mr. Thomas 
of Combined Service Publications have given 
me invaluable assistance throughou t for 
which I thank them also. 

Lastly, may I send all good wishes to the 
1st Bn. The Devonshire and Dorset Regi­
ment, and success to the Editor of the new 
Journal. If I can be of any assistance to him, 
I hope he will get in touch with me, care of 
the Depot, Topsham Barracks, Exeter. (My 
own phone No. : Crediton 297). 

Once agai n, thank you all and the best of 
good for tune in the future. 

AcJ.·nowledgm enls 

Tlhe Jo urnals of the other Regiments of the WeiSsex Brigade. 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



356 SEMPER FIDELIS 

OFFICERS' CLUB 
NOTICES 

The Devonshire Regl.-Cricket Week 
This was held on the County Cricket 

Ground, Exeter, from 21st July to 26th July, 
1958. The "At Home" took place on 
Thursday, 24th July, 1958. 

The Devonshire and Dorset 

Regimental Dinner 
Will take place at vhe United Service 

Club, Pall Mall, London, on Thursday, 23rd 
October, at 7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. Names of 
members intending to dine should be sent to 
the Administrative Officer, R.H.Q., The 
Devonshire and Dorset Regiment, Topsham 
Barracks, Exeter, by the 1st October. 

Her R oyal Highness the Duchess of K ent 
has graciously intimated tha: she will be 
present at the Regimental Dinner. 

Accommodation at U.S. Club 
The committee of the United Service Club 

have very kindly extended full Honqniry 

Membership to all those attending the Dinner 
from 12 noon on Wednesday 22nd October 
to 12 noon 24th October. This privilege in­
cludes sleeping accommodation, and the use 
of changing rooms, baths, etc. 

Members of the Officers' Club requiring 
sleeping accommodation for nights 22nd / 
23rd and/ or 23rd / 24th MUST inform the 
Administrative Officer, Topsham Barracks, 
Exeter, by 1st October, 1958, at latest. 

Regimental Tea Party 
This will not take place this year. 

The Future of the 

Rep,imental Cricket Week 
It has been suggested that after 1958, 

Cricket Weeks shall continue on a reduced 
scale at Exeter and Dorchester lasting for 
two or three days including an "At Home." 
Retired officers would subscribe as at present, 
i.e. for the Exeter "At Home." 

The subscriptions of serving officers would 
be divided to meet the expenses of both 
functions. 

This will be discussed at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Officers' Club. 

THE DEVONSHIRE REGIMENT, 1685 TO 1945 
1685- The Devonshire Regime lilt was raised 
in 1685 by Henry, Duke of Beaufont and was 
called f!lbe " Duke of Beaufor.t's Musketeers " 
to quell a rebellion caused by the landing of 
Henry, Duke of M onmollltib, in Do.rset. 
1689- The Regiment embarked at Highlake 
on 1the 30th May under Colonel Sir John 
Hanmer, and sailed for Ireland helping to 
relieve .tlbe besieged P.rote&tanrt:s of London­
derry. 
1690- T,he Regiment fou~ht under William 
III at llihe Battle of The River Boyne. W~th 
His Majesry they advanced to the river and 
were sLrongLy a ttacked by Irish Cavalry 
whilst fording it. The R egimerut gained the 
bank, repulsed the 'horsemen, and helped to 
drive the enemy to a precipitate retreat . 
1703-Rema~ni ng in Ireland until 1703, the 
Regiment joined the Duke of M arlborough's 
Army in Holland, where rbey assis ted in 
capturing the fortress of Huy and the Ci,ty of 
Limbu<rg. 
1705- Tihe Regimwt sa iled to Po•rtugal and 
with two Portuguese battalions came under 
the comnnnd of General Don Pedro de 

Figuetedo at tJhe ga:rrison ttowtO of Portalegre. 
On the advance of tlle enemy Frencih and 
Spanish •troops, the General tf,ho ugihit it im­
possuble for tlle enemy ·tlo br.ing illheir guns 
to bear on tlhe town. The enemy however 
achieved tlhis, and the alarmed inhabitants 
immediately clamoured for s ur.render. So 
aliter a shont stay in Portugal, the Regiment 
became prisoners-of-war. But within a few 
months 1lhey had returned to England under 
the exohange sySitem that exis ted in ·tlhose 
days. 
1707- J1he Regiment took pallt in tile Battle 
of Almanza in the Iberia n peninsular. E aster 
M onday, tlhe 25~h of Apr.i1, was broiling hot. 
The Frenah and Spanish in superior numbers 
were drawn up befme Almanza. The R egi­
ment, later -in tt:he day, was given tlbe role of 
counter-at tacking ·fihrough rtbe ohaos of therr 
own .retreatung Army. ; In the p rocess most 
of them were cut down or taken prisoner. 
1709- The R egiment once again rejoined the 
Duke of Marlborou~h's Army in Holland, 
tak ing prurt in the siege of M ons. While 
working in 'the <trenches with in one hundred 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PAGES. 
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. , Appolntm• nt 

Te Her t·b~n7 T~ O u••• 
Match H anufactvf'e ra 

l ryant & Ha7 lt4 

The best 
you ever struck 
IRI T ISH MADE b y BR YAN T & MA Y 

let CAPSTAN 
take the strain 

Firmly filled lVilh fine tobacco .. • 
you'll find more satisfaclion in a Caps/an 

Who said 
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C.C.2A 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PACES. 
67/68 JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.1, TEL. WHITEHALL 2504. 

A MESSAGE 

from the Chairman of 

HER MAJESTY'S FORCES 

SAVINGS COMMITIEE 

IF YOU HAVEN' T ALREADY Started saving, you 
should try to develop the savings habit while 
you are in the Services. 

There are excellent fac il ities for saving in 
all Units of the.Services in every part. of the 
world-in fact the slogan of H.M. Forces 
Savings Committee is "Wherever you serve, 
you can save." 

We have an excellent series of leaflets (as 
illustrated above ) which tell in s imple lan­
guage all about Forces Savings. 

Why not write for a copy of the leaflet 
which applies to your Service? Write to me 
personally:-

Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Saunders, 
GCB, KOE, MC, DFC , MM. 

Chairman, H.M. Forces Savings Committee, 
I , Princes Gate, London, S.W.7. 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 

SUPPLEMENT No. I -PAGE TWO 

Milk chocolate with 
almonds and honey 
JeiiLiReNi 

CHOCO LAT TOBLER L TO· SOHO SQUAAE: · LONDON Wl 

peps you up 
it's more than. . refreshing 

f'rinted in Great Brifaln · 
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THE REGIMENT 357 

yards of rthe French palisades, rtlbe Regiment 
was attacked by a s trong force. The Grena­
diers protecting ·the working partty were 
thrown into confusio n. Nothing daunted, the 
men of Devon <threw down <theiJr picks and 
spades, drew !tlheir swords and counter­
attacked with such vigour t halt the French 
were driven back over their palisades wiLh 
severe losses. Some of the Regiment 
followed ·~be enemy over t>he palisades into 
the fortified town. During ltlhe at1tack and 
counter-attack 160 oasualrties were s-usta ined. 

For some twelve moll'lfus ~~he Regiment 
engaged in opera;tions agains t rowns whose 
names many years l~ter were Ito become 
familiar to the British Army : Douai, 
Bethune, Aire and St. Venant. 
1711- 11he Regiment took put in an un­
successful expedition again.9t 11he French in 
Canada. 
1715- The Regiment WCJre camped at Stir­
ling ready to badt:le w iillb. the Scots. 
1719- Spanish troops landed in Ross-shire 
and were joined by 1he Scottish Clans of the 
neighbourhood. The Regiment formed part 
of a small force whleih, charging wi.~ the 
bayonet, dispersed Spaniards and High­
landers and won tlle Battle of GlensblieJ, tl!us 
break!ing !the rebellion. 
1743~Back aga in in Flandetrs, the Regiment 
wa<s a unut in a n expediti<m:a ry force of 
37,000 personally comma nded by King 
George II, and opposed at De~tingen· by a 
Frenoh A'fmy of 60,000. The King dis­
mounted and is reported <tO tbave said : 
" Now my boys, for the !honour of England, 
fire low and behave well. The Frenctb will 
soon :Pun." The galling fire of <t!he British 
Infantry drove the French into a disordered 
retreat. 

Dettingen became the Regiment's first 
battle honour. · 
1745- The Regimen<t took pati1t in the defeat 
of the Young Pretender, driving him back to 
Scotland from near Carlisle. 
1746- Ret,umiog to• <the · Netherlands, the 
R egimerlol joined .~e AUied Army and tbe1ped 
to aheck t he FrenCih Adva.nce. At R O'ucoux 
on Ootober 11th, orders we,re given to hold 
tJhe valley rto· <the last man. Thre-e villages 
were lheld by eight E nglish, Dutch and 
Hessian battalio ns. Against them, preceded 
by a heavy ca nnonade, rt:he Erench ltbrew a 
force of some fifty battalions. The line held, 
and wave after wave of il!be enemy bad been 
broken and crumpled 'Up. The R egiment 

lost ~n that gallant action 10 officers and 180 
rank-and-file ki lled or missing; two officers 
and 26 rank-and-file wounded. 
1756- A Second Battalion was formed, 
which in 1758 became the 64th Foot, now 
lhe 1st Bruttalion Nor~ Staffordshire Regi­
men.t. 
1751- The Regiment became the 11th of 
Foot, a nlllmber which irt has .retained Ull!til 
bhe present time. 
1760-1763-Part of tibe Seven Years' War 
againrst France in whit<h the Regiment fougiht 
wi•tth distinot'ion. 
1763- Atitcr peace was concluded in 1763, 
ohe 11 vh F oot sojo<urned aw.hriJe in Minorca. 
1782- ln England in ;this year, the Regiment 
was desigruated " 11he l l t:h F oort or North 
Devomshire Regiment," and its officers were 
directed to "cultivate an acquaintance with 
that part of :he County, so as to create a 
mutual aJtachmenr between the inhabitants 
and the R egiment." 
l783 -1791- The Regiment was sta•tioned 
at Gibraltar. 
1793- Dur.ing the reign of terror in France, 
500 men of the R egiment forrn·ed pa11t of the 
Allied Garrison of To ulon which defended 
the t10wn for four months again&t •t1he cevo­
lou<tionary a rmy. Iln a sortie they captured 
some guns and in <the course of ttbe figthting, 
Colonel Napoleon Bon.apante received a 
b::tyunet wound in ifihe leg. 
1794- ln <the early summer a porti'on of ttbe 
Reg~ment embarked in ~the Ohannel Fleet, 
c::>mmanded by Lord Howe and , fighting as 
Marines helped to defeat the French Naval 
Squadron which came out from Brest and 
was broken and d ispersed on the " Glorious 
Fi.rst of June." 

Also in 1his year the North Devonshire 
Re§iment helped in the capture of Corsica, 
Napoleon's bir~nplace. 

1801- The R egiment assiJsted in taking the 
West Indian Islands of Sainrt Thomas, Saint 
Martin, Saint John and Santa Cruz. 
1803-Another 2nd Battalion was formed. 
Wi·Vhtin a year this battalion was in aot~on a<t 
the siege of Flushing, and captured the 
Firenoh ll1tlb R egiment's brass drums. 
1812- The lst Batta lion took part in the 
storming of <t!he for.tress a.t Badajos, while the 
2nd Battalion were in Cellita opposite 
Gibraltar in action agai nst the Frenoh. On 
June 26th, the Lst Ba ttalion stormed and 
took three forts outside Salamanca, capturing 
700 prisoners, 30 guns and stores. On July 
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22nd at the battle of Salamanca the Regiment 
did magnificent work and suffered hoovy 
casualties, losing three hundred and forty 
officers and men in killed and wounded. 

Aliter !the battle the Regiment was nick­
named "The Bloody Eleventh." 

During tlhe Peninsular War uhe Re~iment 
fought a t the following battles, which like 
Salamanca, are borne on the Regimental 
Colour: Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes a nd 
Toulouse. 
1816-Wi~h peace procla imed i.n 1816, the 
decimated 1st and 2nd Bat•talions were 
ordered Ito Gibraltar whe~·<! they amal-
3amated. 
1831- In October desperate rioting broke out 
in Bristol. A dis_pa.toh reaohed th:! Regi ment 
at Cardiff asking for immedia:e assistance. 
Seizing a ship at Newport, the Devons, 
because of the disaffection of tlbe crew, 
worked the vessel themselves to Bristol, and 
saved ~the town from t!he horrors of sack and 
pillage. 

lt is rela ted that after t·he disembarkation 
at Bristol, trhe 11th marched down Park 
Street, Where windows a nd doors flew open 
and ladies .rushed to shake hands with their 
preservers. 
1838- The Regimefilt went ~to Canada during 
the Jn,surreotion 1838-1839, and suffered 
grea;t hardship, marohi,ng 1,300 miles amid 
snow a nd ice. 
1845- The Regiment went to Tasmania and 
tlhen on to Australia wiDh its headquarters a t 
Sydney. 'Iihe Regiment was detailed to look 
after !the convict settlements, and it fre­
quently !happened t!hat Government vessels 
containing thirty or forty despera.te criminals 
sailed with a gua rd composed of only a 
Devon N.C.O. and three oc four privates. 
1851~During the gold I1USh the Regiment 
proved its good discipline, for, when it left 
for England in 1857 tihe inhab itants of N.S. 
Wales presented it with a handsome silver 
centre~piece as a 1oken of .respect for the 
bear.ing of 1lhe Regiment when in Aust.ralasia. 
1857- 0n return to• England <!Jhe 2nd Batta­
lion was re-formed and went to the Caoe, 
then to Hong Kong and back to Sout!h Africa 
in 1866, Ito return to En~1~and in 1870. The 
1st Battalion: went to India in 1864. 
1877- Tbe two Battalions caught a passing 
glimpse of each ot'ber, for the 2nd Battalion 
on board the " Serapis" b:mnd for India 
passed the 1st Batrtalion off Bombay on the 
"Jumna " homeward bound. 

1878-11be 2nd Battalion went to Afghani­
stan, and in· the hottest period of the year 
mardhed through Scinde aJnd <the Bolan Pass. 
1890- 92- The 2nd Battalion in Burma 
assisted to stamp out dacoity. 
1895- A detachment of the lst Battalion 
proceeded with the force which quelled the 
hostiJi,ties on tlbe Nornh West Frontier, losing 
its Commanding Officer in one of the frontier 
aot~ions. 

During tihe same year the babtalion found 
a de,tachment to accompany the Ashanti 
Ex.pedi ~ion. 
1897- The 1st Ba.ttaljon rook part in the ex­
pedition organised by Sir Wi lliam Locklhart 
agai nst tlhe Afridis and the Orkzatis in the 
Tirah Valley on iflhe North West Frontier. 
1899- 1902- Bollh the 1st and 2nd Battelions 
fough t with distinction during the South 
African War. The 1st BaTtalion was invested 
in Ladysmith under Sir George White, the 
siege commencing November 2nd, 1899, and 
tlhe relief on February 28th, 1900. During 
the siege nhe Devons did a magnificent 
counter-attack and drove the Boers off 
Wagon Hill, one of the defences of Lady­
smith , on January 6th, 1900. Lieut. Master­
son was awarded the V.C. and C / Sgt. 
Palmer the D.C.M. 

Her Majesty Queen Victoria sent the 
following cablegram to Sir George White : 
" Warmly congratulate you and all your com­
mand on brilliant success. Grea ly admire 
conduct of Devonshire Regiment." 

The 2nd Battalion was in Buller's relieving 
force, and took part in actions at Colenso, 
Spion Kop, Vaalkrantz and Monte Cristo, 
which paved the way to the Relief of Lady­
smith. The 2nd Battalion marched into the 
town and the two battalions met. 

Battle Honours awarded were: D!!fence of 
Ladysmith; R elief of Ladysmith: South 
Africa 1899-1902. The County of Devon­
shire presented both Battalions with a set 
of four silver side-drums, whir h are med on 
ceremonial parades, to recall the County's 
pride in the valour of their County Regiment. 

After the South African War and until 
World War I the sta tions of the two batta­
lions were: -

1st Battalion: Shahjanpur, Rangoon , Tid­
worth, .Jersey. 

2nd Battalion : Bordon, Devenport, Malta, 
Crete, Alexa ndria, Cairo. 
19l4 -18- Twenty-five battalions of the 
Devonshire R egiment took part and served 
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in Flanders, Italy, Macedonia, Greece, Dar­
danelles, Palestine, Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
Caucausus, India, Nortih Russia . 

'I1he most notable action was tha t of tlb.e 
2nd Battalion at Bois des But-es o n May 
27th, 1918. The Battalion was in Brigade 
reserve in a wood na med Bois des Buttes 
near il'he vtihlage of La Ville au Bois. The 
Rive.r Aisne was behind them. The forward 
battalions we.re crushed by the terrific enemy 
bombalfdmenlt. 11he 2nd Devons though 
isola,ted, and without hope of assis,tance, b eat 
off ruurnerous German attac ks durjng tlhe 
day and rt1hus prevented a break t!hrougth. The 
Comma nding Officer, Lieut-Colonel Ander­
son~Moorshead, was killed, and of "!'he 28 
officers a nd 528 other ranks o!llly a handful 
survived. 

Fo.r their gallanvry that day tt'he French 
Government awarded the Battalion 'he Croix 
de Guerre. Battle H onours awarded were: 
La Bassee 1914, Ypres 1951, Laos, Somme 
1916, Yypres 1917, Somme 1918, Bois des 
Buttes, Hindenburg Line, V ittorio Veneto, 
Doiran 1917, 1918, Palestine 1917-18, 
Mesopotamia 1916-18. 

1919 -1939- BaHa,l!ions were sltationed :-
1st Battalion: Sunderland , Plymouth, 

Southern Ireland, Plymouth, Blackdown, 
Shangha i, M alta, Quetta, Razmak, Calcutta, 
Lucknow, Rawalpindi, Lahore. 

2nd Battalion: D evenport, Quetta. Delhi , 
Aden, Devonport, Bardon, Dover, Malta. 
1939 -1945- In tlbe second Wo rld War the 
Regilmefllt ibad no ba,ttalions serving in 

F rance and Belg~um in 1940 nor in the 81ib. 
Army in tJhe Desert. 

'I1he 2nd Ba ttalion was besieged in Malta 
and )Mer distJinguisbed itself in Sicily at the 
battle of R egalbure and in the fighting in 
Normandy, France and Germany in 1944-45. 
11bey were the learung infantry to enter 
Berlin. 

The 1s t Ba~tal:ion was in India and later 
tooik: part in the HUJrma Campaign, wihere, as 
in 'the Boer War, i:t distinguished itself by a 
magnificent counter-attack during the battle 
of 1mphal. Nippon Hill had been taken by 
the Japanese and six counrter-at tacks by other 
battaUons rbad failed to d!islodge them. On 
11th April, 1944, 1lbe 1st Devons re-took the 
bi ll and suffered heavy losses. 

The 12Uh Ba!ita lion was in the Airborne 
Forces which landed by glider in Normandy 
and la ter assisted in 'llbe crossing of the 
Rihine. 

Battle H onours awarded were: Normandy 
Landing, Caen, R hine, North West Europe 
1944-45, Landing Sicily, Regalbuto, Malta 
1940-42, Jmphal, Myinmu Bridgehead, 
Burma 1943-45. 

After the war t!Jhe 2nd Bautalion remained 
in Germany untjl disbandment in 1948. The 
4th BattaLion left A'IJ.Stria in 1947 to disband 
as a serving battailiion. · 

It re-formed as a T .A. battalion on 1st 
May, 1947, with its H.Q. in Exeter. 

Th.e 51ih and 6th BaJttalions were dis­
banded, but one company of ;the 4th Batta­
lion retains the tti1le (in brackets) Prince of 
Wales's, Wbioh was held by the 5th Battalion. 

THE 1st BATTALION-SEPTEMBER 1945 to 
MAY 1958 

Iru September, 1945, the Battalion, under 
11be command of Lieurt.-Col. J . F. Snow, 
Somerset L.I., was stationed in Visapur, 
near Poona, as part of 36 British Infantry 
Division. It had been there since leaving 
Burma in May. 

I n November Lieut.-Col. Snow left for 
another appointment and was succeeded by 
Lieut.-Col. B. P. Doughty-Wylie, M.C., of the 
Royal Welch Fusiliers. 

In December, as part of 2nd British 
Infantry Division, the Battalion sailed for 
Malaya in M.S. Sibajak to help in police 
duties and the general rehabilitation of the 
country after the Japanese occupation. 

At first the Battalion was stationed in 
K•luang, a small town about 90 miles north 
of Singapore. Its main task was internal 
security and the screening and guarding of 
Japanese prisoners-of-war who were await­
ing repatriation. 

After a few months its area of respon­
sibility was extended from Batu Pahat on 
the West coast to Mersing on the East 
coast, and Battalion H.Q. moved to Batu 
Pahat, leaving one company at Kluang and 
another at M ersing. 

By rthe middle of 1946 tibe remnants of 
the Japanese Army in Burma and Malaya 
had been rounded up and sent back to 
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Japan, although a few hundred convicted 
war criminals and those a waiting trial were 
still held in Changi Gaol on Singapore 
Isiand. 

In July the Battalion moved to Seleraog 
Barracks, Changi, at the Eastern point of 
Singapore Island, to assist in guard duties 
on the docks, depots and Changi Gaol itself. 

Then came another change in command, 
when Lieut.-Col. D. W. Jackson, of the 
R.W.F., took over. Later in the year Lieut.­
Col. H. A Borradaile, n.s.o., assumed 
command and the Battalion received orders 
to move to Hong Kong. 

In January, 1947, aher considerable efforts 
by "Q" movements, the Battalion embarked 
most appropriately in H.T. Devonshire and 
sailed for Hong Kong. 

In April the Battalion received large 
drafts from the 2nd a nd 4th Battalions, both 
of which were disbanding as active units. 

For the first few months the Battalion was 
stationed on the Island in Stanley Barracks, 
but in May it moved across to the New 
Territories to a newly constructed camp at 
San Wai. 

This move was a notable one, as the only 
method of moving from the Island to the 
mainland was by civilian ferries. So the 
movement tables were concocted amicably 
between the Adjutant and the Manager of 
the Hong Kong Ferry Company. 

In October the Battalion was warned for 
duty in Malta, but at the end of the year the 
situation in Malaya was becoming very 
unsettled, so the Battalion sailed back to 
Singapore in December to re-occupy its old 
barracks at Selerang. 

From January, 1948, to June the 
Battalion's duties were again those of 
internal seouri~y and gua·rding depots and 
installations of the Island. 

In April Lieut.-Col. Borradaile returned 
to U.K. for a course and another appoint­
ment, and Major A F. Hanks, M.C., became 
acting C.O . 

Early June it became obvious that the 
Terrorist activities were developing into a 
serious organised threat against the adminis­
tration of the country and a conference was 
held at G.H.Q., FARELF. to decide what 
counter-measures should be taken. 

It was decided to send the only two 
Battalions immediately available across to 
Johore on the mainland, which was the worst 

affected State. The Battalions were the 1st 
Battalion The Devonshire Regiment and the 
1st Battalion The Seaforth Highlanders. 

The Battalion was immediately made up 
to scale in equipment and the Q.M., Capt. 
R. Marshall, M.B.E., and the Adjuta nt found 
themselves visiting all the " Q " Branches 
and Services in G.H.Q. at liberty to draw 
practically anything they wanted. 

The Battalion then moved to Johore and 
Battalion H.Q. found itself back once again 
in its old camp at Kluang. 

In September Lieut.-Col. R. G. Pine­
Coffin, n.s.o., M.C., took over command. 

From then on the Battalion was engaged 
in continuous operations against the bandits 
and early in 1949 was moved North to the 
State of Pruhang, whioh was rapidly succeed­
ing Jolho re as1 being .tbe mos't :unruly area. 

The months that followed saw unremi-t­
ting patroll'iog with va-rying degrees of 
succe>&S. One paotrol, led by Capt. Kelly 
Lucas, attached f.rom the Royal Berkshire 
Regiment, fought such a gallan't aotion that 
it earned him the first D.s.o. of the campaign. 
At one time during the action Capt. Lucas 
fought off the bandits singlehanded to a llow 
the wounded to be evacuated. 

Another patrol near · Mentakab, led by 
Sgt. Bulley, came upon an occupied bandit 
camp. They took on the bandits, who were 
considerably superior in numbers, but were 
forced to withdraw, suffering two casualties 
in the process. However, Sgt. Bulley 
managed to fight his way out, leaving .the 
wounded so concealed that they were later 
rescued by another patrol sent out to get 
them. Sgt. Bulley received the M.M. for this 
operation. Countless other patrols went out 
and found nothing, but did their job and by 
their ceaseless activity drove the bandits 
deeper into the jungle and further from 
sources of food supply. Pte. Osborne also 
won the M.M. 

At intervals the Battalion returned to their 
base at Selerang for rest and re-training. 
Indeed, jt was only on these occasions that 
Companies ever saw one another, as 
normally the Battalion was scattered over 
miles of jungle. But this dispersion did not 
prevent the Battalion football team from 
winning the Malaya Command Football 
Competi tion in 1949. 

By mhe end of 1950 ltihe Bartltalion had 
killed 70 bandits, wounded 35 a nd captured 
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five, while its own Josses were six killed and 
22 wounded. 

Early in ,tJbe morning of 18th December, 
1951, the Battalion arrived at Liverpool on 
board the Empress of Australia, to return to 
England for the first time since 1927. 

The Batta lion were then stationed at Bury 
St. Edmunds and shortly afterwards moved 
to Meeanee Barracks, Colchester. [I have 
happy memorjes of visiting them there - a 
cheerful night! - Editor.] 

The Battalion was organised at this time 
into four Rifle Companies, Support and 
" H.Q." Company. 

In June, 1951, Lieurt.-Col. P . Gleadell, 
c .B.E., D.s.o., assumed command. The 
Battalion formed part of 19 Infantry 
Brigade, under Brigadier Lipscombe, and 
took part in many large scale Exercises such 
as " Merry Widow." The Battalion received 
orders to proceed overseas to North Africa 
with only 14 days' notice for the move of the 
main body, whilst still on Exercise" Surprise 
Packet " on Salisbury Plain. 

In October the Battalion moved by air 
and took over Ghialo Barracks, Tripoli, 
from the 3rd Battalion The Coldstream 
Guards. 

From November, 1951 , to October, 1952, 
the Battalion was in Derna, with detached 
companies at Tobruk. The main activi ties 
were training till midday, with pre-breakfast 
P.T., and games in the afternoon, mainly 
swimming at "Five Mile Bottom," some five 
miles West of Derna. 

The Anti-Tank Platoon fired a salute on 
the creation of Libya as an independent 
state. Live a mmunition was used and fired 
out to sea. 

In October, 1952, the Battalion returned 
to the U.K. in H.T. Empire Test from 
Tobruk, calling at Malta and spending 13 
days on the voyage. 

The Battalion took part in fl ood relief on 
the East Coast and in particular "S " Com­
pany at Ca nvey Island did good work with · 
carriers. All Companies took part in sand­
bagging op~rations in various parts of East 
A nglia. 

In March, 1953, tbe Battalion moved by 
air to Kenya to take pan in the anti­
Mau-Mau operations. In April and May 
the Baitalion, less "A " and "D" Com­
panies in Nairobi, became accl imatised a t 
Mo~o. in the White Highlands, where the 

kindness of the settlers will always be 
remembered. 

The Battalion was on active service and 
started full-scale operations in early June. 
Companies were widely separated, each with 
large areas of responsibility around the 
Aberdare Mountains. 

Lieut.-Col. Gleadell banded over com­
mand to Lieut.-Col. J . K. Windeatt, O.B.E., 
at the end of June, 1953. 

T he Battalion co-operated very closely 
with the local police, the Administration, 
and the air wing of the Kenya Police 
Reserve and took a leading part in the train­
ing of the Kikuyu H ome Guard. 

The companies and patrols usually 
operated at heights between 5,000 to 11,000 
feet in the forests of the Aberdares and 
Mount Kenya, as well as in the Kikuyu 
Reserve: All ranks became extremely fit 
and by the time the Battalion left Kenya it 
had killed some 137 terrorists. 

In January, 1955, tlle whole Battalion 
concentrated for 1lhe first time for 18 months 
at Thika, about 25 miles North-East of 
Naicobi. The Battalion marohed through 
Nairobi as a farewell parade ~nd embarked 
att Mombasa for the sea voyage lbome via ttihe 
Canal. 

The East African Meda1 was issued to all 
ranks of the Battalion. 

The following awards were won by the 
Battalion: o.s.o.-Major M. C. Hastings; 
M.B.E.- Major G. W. Small ; M.c.-Capt. F. 
Legge; ll.E.M.- O.R.Q.M.S. Hunter, Sgt. 
Barker and Sgt. Sandford; three Mentioned 
in Despatches; two Queen's Commendation 
and nine C.-in-C.'s Commendations. 

On a rrival in England at long last the 
Battalion moved into Seaton Barracks, 
Plymouth, the first time the Battalion had 
been in Dewn for 30 years. The County 
gave the Battalion a wonderful welcome. 
Plymouth a nd Exeter gave a civic welcome 
and the Battalion marched through both 
cities. In June the Battalion moved in 
'buses, due to the ra il strike, ~o H arwich and 
embarked for B.A.O.R. 

T he Battalion was stationed at Trenchard 
Barracks, at Celie, 25 miles orth of 
Hanover. Initially it was in 31 Lorried 
Infantry Brigade o f 7th Armoured Division 
(The Desert R ats) on a_ three Rifle Company 
basis. On the reorganisation of the 
Armoured Division in March, 1956, it 
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became the Armoured Infantry Battalion of 
four Rifle Companies and with no "Sp" 
Company in 7th Armoured Brigade. But 
"B " Company was again disbanded 
eleven months later. 

The Battalion was mounted in half-tracks 
manned by 109 Squadron R.A.S.C. and 
later in six-wheeled Saracens manned by 
"C" Squadron 14/ 20 Hussars, who lived 
in our barracks. 

Lieut.-Col. G. R. Young, O.B.E., assumed 
command iru July, 1956. 

Companies were affiliated to Armoured 
Regiments as follows: " A " Company to 
4th Queen's Own Hussars-" C" Company 
to 4th /7th Royal Dragoon Guards- " D " 
Company to 4th Regiment, Royal Tank 
Regiment. 

The M.M.G. Platoon and Mortar Platoon, 
now in "H.Q." Company, provided sections 
with eaoh company. ALmost all training was 
done on an Armoured Regiment/ Infantry 
CompanyfgroUip basis. 

T he most important Regimental event was 
the presentation of new Colours on 29th 
September, 1956, by the Right Hon. The Earl 
Fortescue, K.G., P.c., c .B., c.B.E., M.C., H er 
Majesty's Lieutenant of-and-i n the County 
of Devon. The Colours replaced diose 
presented by King George V at Aldershot 
in 1924. The new Queen's ·Colours carried 
the ten Battle Honours awarded to the Regi-

ment for service during the second World 
War. 

Officers for the Old Colours were: 
Lieutenant N. D. Notley and Lieutenant 

C. J . Ackford. 
Officers for the New Colours were: 
Lieutenant A. G. Chiswell and Lieutenant 

C. R. M. Green. 
The Battalion took part in many sporting 

aotivi,ties iMluding s-kri-ing in 11he Harz 
Mounl!lains. In 1957 vhe Bat·talion were 
run.ne:rs-'Up in ).Jbe B.A.O.R Oroos-Coun~ry 
Championship, and' in the B.A.O.R. Rifle 
Meeting o01r falling-plate team were just 
beaten in tlhe final:, but L/Cpl. Prowse was 
runner-up Champion "young soldier." 

In 1958 tthe BattaJion were winners of the 
7th Armoured Division seven-a-side Rugby 
com peitirtio n. 

Due to man-power shortage "C" Com­
pany was disbanded in February. 

At the beginning of May the Battalion's 
advance-panty moved Ito· Minden and on 
rthe 17th May, 1958, " AMALGAMATION 
DAY", the two battalions became one; 1st 
Battalion The Devonshire and Dorset Regi­
ment, commanded by Lt.-Col. G. R. Young, 
O.B.E., in 11th Infantry Brigade Group. 

On 21st May, an amalgamation parade 
was held at whioh Uhe C.I.G.S, Field Ma rshal 
Sir Gerald Templer, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., K.B.E., 
o.s.o., took the salute. 

THE DEPOT, 1939 to 1958 

1939- At ~.he outbreak of War in 1939 
Major H. Gibbons, M.c., was commanding 
tbe Depot with Lieut. D. A. D. Young as 
Adjutant. Duri ng 1939 the Mil:iltia had been 
called out for training. On mobiJjsation, t.be 
small Depot rut Higher Barracks was filJed to 
capacity with Reservists. The weather 
remained fine for 1the first two weeks after 
mobilisation and 1his helped Ito relieve .tJJe 
serious problem of o·ver-crowding. 

In October, 1939, Lieut. R. E. R. Robin­
son became Adjutant. 

1940-The Depot continued to t rain inrtakes 
and N.C.O.'s from T .A. units as instructors 
until an Infan•try Training Ce,ntre was formed 
a.t Ho·niton. After the Dunkirk disaster, 
staff mom ~he Depot helped to provide mea ls 

at ~the Central Stati.on and asSiisted in. find­
i,ng aocommodallion for some 10,000 sur­
vivors who passed itlbrougih Exete·r. 
1941- A smaJ I Depot " holding rpa.Pty" was 
formed at Higher Barracks under the com­
mand of Major W. L. Sparkes, assi&ted by 
Lieut. J. N. Goodwyn. The Band also 
rC'mained at tlhe Depot. 

1942- The U.S. Army moved ;in.to Higher 
Brurmcks, bu.t tlbe Depot party .remained until 
1945 to look afiterr Regimenta.l affairs and 
keep a close liaison with serving Battalions. 

In particular there was close co-operation 
wilih Earl F o11tescue's Comforts Fund in pro­
viding welfare amenities for Ba·~tal ions over­
seas. 

1945- Major Sparkes took the 3rd Ba·tJtalion 
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Colo•urs, to' Berlin for the 2nd Battalion, who 
were taking part in the Berlin Vic1ory 
Parade on the 13th of July, 1945. The 2nd 
Batta·Lion Colours were still at ~hat time in 
storage at Malta. 

1946--0n lOth August, Major W. H. Rad­
clille wok over command of the Regimental 
Depot party from Major W. L. Sparkes, who 
retired. 

On 18th September the Regiment was 
presented wi1h the Freedom of the Borougth 
of Bamstaple. 

On 31st October the Depot party 
expanded 1to form a Depot and became 
affil iated <to tibe newly crearted 11 P.T.C. at 
Topsham Barracks. So for the first time 
since about 1875, when, it is believed, the 
R egiment took over from a Cavalry Unit at 
Higher Barracks, the Regimental home was 
moved. 

Lieut.-Col. A. G. DavidiSon was. appoanrted 
to command No. 11 P.T.C., MajoJ:i E . J. 
HatfieW assumed command of the Depot, 
Major W. H. Radcliffe becoming Adminis­
tra tive Officer. 

No vember 17th- H.R .H. The Princess 
Elizabeth visited Exeter and at T opsham 
Barracks inspected the pre-service units of 
Devon, who were drawn up on the Square, 
under the command of the Rt. Hon. The 
Lord Roborough. 

1947- In January, Major R. M. S. Curry 
assumed command of the Depot. During 
May, orders were received that tlbe 2nd 
Battalion was to lapse into suspended 
animation. 

July 19th- The Colours of the 2nd 
Battalion were paraded and formally handed 
over to an escort from the Depot. 

In November Major W. P. Symonds 
assumed command of the Depot. 

1948- May 19th- The Regimental Depot 
closed at T opsham Barracks and re-opened 
at Higher Barracks on the same day. Per­
sonnel marched under the command of 
Major W. P. Symonds, to the music of the 
Band of the R oyal Marines, from the R .M . 
Training Centre at Exton. Their Drummers 
ca rried the Silver Drums of the 2od 
Battalion. 

December I sf- Colonel H. Street. D.s.o., 
relinquished hi s appointment as Colonel of 
the Devonsliire Regiment. 

Colonel L. H. M. Westropp was appointed 
Colonel of ~he Regiment. 

1949-February 26th- The Colours of the 
2nd Battalion were laid up in E xeter 
Cathedral. 

1950- February 29th- Major G. T. D adson 
assumed command of the D epot, Major 
Symonds having retired and been appointed 
Army • Recruiting Officer at Salisbury in 
January. Capt. P. V. Nepean, M.C., the 
Adjutant (now O.C. Depot), commanded in 
the interim. 

1951- May lst- Lieut.-Col. A. G. Davidson 
assumed the appointment of Administrative 
Officer and P.R.J. 

October 20th-27th- The Depot moved 
from Higher Barracks to Topsham Barracks 
in order to prepare for expansion to "Depot 
Devon and Wessex Bril!ade." 

1952- January 17th- The Earl Fortescue, 
K.G., Lord Lieutenant of Devon, dined with 
the officers. 

June 14th---<M.ajor D. J. Bannister, M.c., 
assumed command of the Depot Devon and 
Wessex Brigade. 

August 20th- A party of 120 strong left 
the Depot to assist in repair work in the 
flood disaster at Lynton. 

1953-June 2nd- The Depot supplied two 
small contingents for the Coronation of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

The marching troops were under Major 
D. A. Gilchrist, whilst those lining the route 
were under Lieut. D. P. L ovejoy. 

1954- May 7th- It was announced that the 
Depot had won the Army Rifle Association 
small-bore match for Infantry Depots for 
1953. 

May 24th-27th- Depot won the S.W.D. 
Minor Units' Rifle Meeting Championship. 

June 27th- At Bisley, L / Cpl. Ward was 
champion young soldier of the British Army. 

July 16th- The Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff. Field Marshal Sir John H ard­
ing, G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., took the 
salute at a Presentatio n Parade of recruit$ 
passing out. 

August 7th- M ajor J. Ro;ers, M.c., 
assumed command of the Depot. 

1955- February 19th- Depot won the 
S.W.D. Small Units' Basketball Cham pion­
ship. 

March 18th- Depot won the S.W.D . Small 
Units' H ockey Cup. 

March 23rd- De pot won the Southern 
Command Small Units' H ockey Cup. 
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April 27th- After the march of the 1st 
Battalion through Exeter a cocktail party 
was held in the Depot Mess, which was 
attended by many notable persons ~rom the 
County of Devon. 

May 9th-13th- Depot won the Minor 
Units' Challenge Cup at the S.W.D. Small 
Arms Meeting. 

1956- May 7th-16th- Depot won the Minor 
Units' Challenge Cup and the team Rifle 
Cup at the S.W.D. Small Arms Meeting. 

June 27th- The G.O.C. Southern Com­
mand, General Sir George Erskine, G.C.B., 
K.B.E. , o.s.o., took the salute at a Presenta­
tion Parade and later officially opened the 
newly built Sergeants' Mess. 

1951- January 26th- Major J. Rogers, M.C., 
died suddenly. Major I. H. F. Edgar 
assumed temporary command. 

May 6th-9th---S.W.D. Rifle Meeting. 
Depot won the following matches: The 
Young Soldiers' match--4lhe Minor Units' 
matoh- the Grand Aggregate (Minor Uui1ts). 

July 24th-First news of amalgamation 
with ilie Dorset Regiment. 

July 26th- The Mayor of Exeter (Lieut.­
Col. R. H. Creasy, D.L., late the Devonshire 
Regiment) gave a dinner a.t Guildhall, 
Exeter, to past and present officers of the 
Regiment. 

August 26th- Major P. V. Nepean, M.c., 
assumed command of the Depot. 

Oc ober J ist- Major-General H . A. Bor­
radaile, o.s.o., 1ate the Devonshire Regiment 

and now G.O.C. S.W.D., took the salute at a 
Presentation Parade. 

1958- January 2Jrd- Brigadier P. Gleadell, 
c.n.E., o.s.o., late the Devonshire Regiment, 
was the Inspecting Officer at a Presentation 
Parade. 

March 4th-It was announced in the 
London Gazette that H.R.H. The Duchess 
of Kent would be appointed Colonel-in­
Chief of vhe Devonshfre and Dorset Regi­
ment on ~ormation. 

March 27th-Lieut.-Col. A. G. Davidson 
(Retd.), Administ,rative Officer, Depot, the 
Devonshire Regiment, died suddenly at his 
home. His funeral took place in Exeter 
Cathedral on March 31st. 

May 17th- An Amalgamation Day Parade 
took place on the occasion of the amalgama­
tion of the Devonshire Regiment with the 
Dorset Regiment. The Inspecting Officer 
for the parade was General Sir George 
Erskine, G.c.n., K.B.E., o.s.o., A.D.C., G.O.C.­
in-C., Southern Command. 
Foom ote.-May 19th, 1948-when the D epot m oved from 

' Topsham Barracks back to Higher Barracks, the 
R egimental Band w.as overseas, the Royal M arine 
Baod had no copy of our Regimental March and 
the Music Publishers were unable to help. So 
Major Symonds paid n ot a few visits to the R.M. 
I.T.C. at E xton, and marched up and down the 
music room hununing "We've lived and loved 
together " while a Band Sergeant of the Royal 
M arines wrote the m elody down. The W arran t 
Officer Bandmaster, R.M., then orchestrated it. 
The R.M. Band played magnificently and there 
were crowds in Exeter to watch the m arch 
" .... with drums beating and Colours flying .... " 
0 .1ce again the 3rd Battalion Colours were uncased 

arid carried on parade. 

OBITUARY 
LT-COLONEL A. G. DAVIDSON 

The Colonel of the Regiment writes: 
" ... In 1941 H.M.S. Manchester, carry­

ing half the 8th Battalion King's Own Royal 
Regiment was torpedoed in the Mediter­
ranean. Five officers were killed by the 
explosion, including the acting 2 i / c. 

When we eventually reached Malta I 
applied for ' Curly' Davidson as my 
Second-in-Command. 

He was at that time serving with the 2nd 
Devons, who had been suddenly ordered to 
Malta in 1938. 

He served with the 8th King's Own 
during 1941 and 1942 and was a first-class 
Second-in-Command in every way. 

Later, when I left Malta, he took over 

command of the Battalion. 
Since 1950 he had been Administrative 

Officer at the Depot, where his work has 
been invaluable to the Regiment. 

He had a quick brain and was an excellent 
Staff Officer. 

The Regiment owes him a great debt, 
in that Regimental affairs have been so 
efficiently and smoothly conducted during 
his tour .of office. 

It is indeed a great tragedy that he 
should have died at such a- comparatively 
early age. 

We all sympathise deeply with Mrs. 
Davidson and his family in their great 
loss .... " 
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I first met "Curly" as I have always 
known him when I was posted from " C " 
Company of the 1st Battalion to take over 

The Jote Lieuf .. Colooel A. G. Davidson. 

from him at Carnsore Point wireless station 
near Wexford in Southern Ireland. We 
became good friends from the .start and I 
always enjoyed his company as indeed did 
all with whom he came in contact, both 
officers and other ranks. His sense of 
humour was very marked and his sense of 
the ridiculous to say the least of it, infectious . 

. While a good disciplinarian he was very kind 
and in every way an admirable character. 

Our friendship continued in the 1st Batta­
lion and we shared many activities, not the 
least in the concert party in our duet per­
formances-" Put your worries through the 
mangle . .. ", etc, etc. Shooting ducks at 
Kushdilkhan, we went out together "flight­
ing " or walking up a lora. 

I regret that I cannot give details of his 
career as we used to rpick up the threads of 
our friendship after years of being in different 
places. It was. a great consolation to me 
after a " debacle " in my career to become 
his 2 i/ c at Topsham Barracks before the 
P.T.C. closed down. H e was a kind sym­
pathetic listener, and I owe him a deep debt 
of gratitude for his understanding and advice. 
He 1s sorely missed by many, and I myself 
hav~ lost a great personal friend . 

W.P.S. 

THE 4th DEVONS AND THE TERRITORIAL ARMY 
The year 1908 was in some respects 

similar to 1958 in that amalgamation a nd 
reduction in defence costs were both subjects 
of public and private debate- Mr. Haldane's 
new streamlined Army was to contain a 
"Territorial Force "- a second line army 
absorbing the old Militia, Volunteers and 
Yeomanry. Included in its strength as the 
senior battalion of infantry was to be' the 
"4th Battalion The Devonshire Regiment " 
- an amalgamation of the 1st Rifle Volun­
teers (1st R.V.) and the 3rd Volunteer 
Battalion The D e v o n s h i r e Regiment 
(3 V.B.D.R.). 

Fraternization between the men of the re­
organised battalion was the order of the day 
at 'llhe first Terrjtorial Camp at East 
Ausley in 1908. But ColO'ur-Sergeant W. G. 
Boundy of "A " Company reported that 
apart from its length (15 days), the receipt of 
regular army rates of pay and the fact that 
King's Regulations were read to all ranks 

on parade be could see "little difference from 
any of the other 25 camps" which he had 
attended. 

The 4th Devons were in camp on Black 
Hill, Woodbury Common, undergoing their 
usual annual training, when the First World 
War broke out. On receipt of orders to 
mobi1ize, the Battalion proceeded immedi­
ately to its station at Fort Tregantle and 
Scraesdon (near Plymouth). As the 4th 
Devons marched from Woodbury, through 
Exeter, to entrain at St. David's Station, the 
excitement was intense, both in the ranks of 
the military companies and in the crowds 
lining the streets. 

After a few days, the battalion moved to 
PePham Down, on Salisbury Plain, and 
began a strenuous course of training. The 
terms of service of the Territorial Force 
made no provision for overseas service, only 
for home defence. However, Colonel Troyte, 
the Commanding Officer, called for the men 
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to volunteer for service anywhere. The re­
sponse was very satisfactory; a few who 
could not see their way to volunteer for 
foreign service at that moment, were 
relegated into the reserve battaJion which 
was being formed by the large number of 
recrui ts which were daily arriving from the 
Headquarters in E xeter. 

In ea rly October, 1914, .the l l4th Battalion 
embarked in the transport Nevasa for India. 
T heir reception at Ferozepore was astound­
ing; a civic as well as military welcome 
awaited them, and thousands of Indians 
assembled at the cantonment station and 
along the roads. 

I t appears that many of them had expected 
to see " The Duke of Devonshire " riding 
at the head of his " Territorial R etainers "! 

On 2nd February, 1916, the Ba ttalion was 
ordered to mobilize for service in Mesopo­
tamia. By the 19th , mobilization was com­
plete, and on the 2 1st the Devons entrained 
for Karachi, where they immediately em­
barked in s.s. Vita. On arrival, the Battalion 
became the British Battalion of 37 Brigade 
of 14 Indian Division. It was in this role that 
they fought their most famous action at the 
Battle of Hai Canal, South of Kut, ori the 
River T igris. 

The other units in the Brigade were the 
45th Sikhs, 36th Sikhs, 1 I 2nd Gurkha Rifles 
and 37 Brigade M.G. Company. On 28th 
January, 1917, the Brigade relieved 36 
Brigade in t he Hai T renches. T he first 
assault on the enemy line of trenches and the 
bank .immediately behind was made on 31st 
January by the 36th a nd 45th Sikhs: the 1 I 4 
Devons and l l 2nd Gurkhas being in reserve. 
T he Sikhs adva nced under heavy fi re from 
both flanks, gained the enemy's position , 
but were unable to maintain themselves and 
had to fall back. F urther attack was called 
off for that night. On 3rd February the 1 I 4 
Devons and the 1 I 2 Gurkhas began their 
attack at 08.30 hours in eight waves at 30 
paces interval. They adva nced over 400 
yards of open ground through a hail of M .G. 
and artillery fi re, captured both . lines of 
trenches and then further advanced to 
capture a sunken nullah and third trench , 
of whose existence no previous information 
had been given. T he enemy's immediate 
counter-attack was beaten off, as were 
several further attacks that day. 

T he Brigade Commander, Brigadier­
General Carey, wrote a personal letter to 

Colonel T remlett, the Commanding Officer , 
in which be said: " This is to express to you 
my appreciation of the most exceptionally 
good work done by your battalion .. . T he 
unfailing cheerfulness with wh~ch aN orders 
were carried out and the unsparing way in 
wbich the really hard digging was performed , 
was beyond all praise . .. " 

Casualiti·es. were heavy-'Of 15 officers and 
403 men o nly five and 186 remajned un­
harmed a t the end of iflhe day. Immediate 
aw.avds were made' to Pte. T. C. McLellan 
(M.M.) a nd LIOpl. W. T . MMthews (o.c.M.). 

Two other Ba~~alions of Clhe 411h Devons 
were formed dmi.ng Jtihe 1914-18 War- .tbe 
214th, who· sCJrved in Southern India from 
eaidy 1915 until Septem'be:r, 1917, when they 
went ,to Palestine, wbere· <they were djs- · 
banded ; and tihe 314~h Ba:tJtalio·n. 

The years between the two Wars' were 
difficU!lit ones for !the Terroitoriai Army. 
P·aoifism and econo my were the order of 1Jhe 
dlay. The 214th and 314th Bat:lta hlons were 
disbanded. 

The ohief even:ts in the· 4oth Devons were 
tlhe provision of lUWo squads of honour- one 
in 1921 for H.R.H. The P rince of Wales 
when ibe u n'Veiled the COunoty Memorial in 
tlbe Catlhedml Close a t Exeter, a nd llile or-beT 
for Admiral of the Fleet Ea rl Beatty at the 
unveili ng of the E xeter Ci-ty War Memorial 
in Northernha y. 

In 1936 the Battalion won the L.M.G. 
Oup, open to a ll u ni•ts of t he Bri t i ~13 A rmy, 
a:t Bisley. 

On 1Vhe outbreak of war in September, 
1939, the Ba tta lio n, commanded by Lt.-Col. 
Ru~ib.e.nford, M.C., was mobilised at Exe1er 
and in a short time moved to Pa ign:ton. 
Wi•tlh the 6~ a_nd 8tih Ba'tlta.Lions t hey con­
SJti.tuted 134 (Devon) Borjgade of the 45th 
Div~sion. B rigadier W. G. M ichelmore, 
o.s .o., M.c., T.D., commanded tlbe Brigade, 
but soon· afterwards be was promoted to the 
rank of Major-General a nd assumed com ­
mao,d of tihe Divis.ioon. 

In May, 1940, tfhe Batta lion moved to 
Gibral!la,r. H CJre, until June, 1943, th ey 
were occupied, amongst othe1r ifihings, in 
arduous d uties as. assis tanrts to the Sappe<rs in 
remov.Ung r ubble dluring !the process of con­
ve.l1t·ing tihe fortress into whaJt was v.iJrtually 
an undergrou nd township. 

Training o.n a bjgher level than pJ,altoo n 
was aJmost impo~Siible, but inter-pla toon 
cornpeti tions in fieldcraft and shooting, as 
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well as weekly route marches, kept the men 
fit and interested. 

Lt.-Col. P. A A D 'Oyly assumed com­
mand of the Battalion early in 1943. 

On reaching E ngland in J une, 1943, ~he 
Battalion was soot to Bamard Castle, where 
it was llhe first to do· duty as Demonstration 
Battalion to the School of. I nfantry. Arthur 
Bryant, in his preface to " The Devons," by 
Jeremy Taylor, pays rt:bem a remar.kably high 
tribute. 

In D ecember, 1943, 1ilie'Y moved to East­
bourne, back to the 45th Division. The 
muoh -hoped-for orders for pal'!icipation in 
tlhe landing o n 11he Continent failed to 
materialise, to tihe intense disappoinrmen·t of 
all ranks. Ins tead they remained in Sussex, 
were sent thence to A ngle, Pembrokeshire, 
then back to Sussex. T1hey sailed for Italy 
in the latter part of 1945 and from there 
proceeded to Austrlia, where, as pa rt of the 
78~h lnfarntry Divis ion, they ca rried out 
occupation druties until ordere-d home in 
F ebruary, 1947. 

Irn rt:be eleven years wfh,jch ihra ve elapsed 
since 1fbe Second World War the 4th 
Battalion has thad jts·fair share of ceremonial 
occasions and of achievements in sport and 
train.iJng. 

On 31st October, 1948, it was represented 
at the Grand Review of the Te rri•torial Army 

in H yde Park, by His Majesty King George 
VI. On 21st October of the following year 
it formed a Guard of H onour for H .R .H . 
Princess E lizabet h. In 1950, as part of the 
reorganisation of rthe Territorial Army, it 
was amalgamated wiJtih the 51!h BatJtalion. 

1952, t he Centenary Ye3r of the Battalion, 
was marked, amongst other things, by an 
inspection in Castle Yard by H.R.H . The 
Princess R oyal. 'Dhat year it went to carnp 
with its "Z" Reservis ts a nd was 1,000 
strong. 

In 1952 it was rep resented at the Corona­
tion of Queen Elizabeth II. ln 1955 it won 
Lhe Scmnhern Command Football Cup, and 
nhe following year provided a Guard of 
Honour for Her Majesty Queen EJjzaberth 
II at Barnstarple. 

1957 was the firs t All-Volun•teer Camp for 
six years. 

There, t he cycle is, in a sense, once more 
complete. 

Wirtlh :the preserut amalgamation of the 
Regular BatJtra.lion wilfh the I st Ba~tali'orn The 
Dorset Regiment, T he 4th Devons wi!J be the 
sole unit of the British. Army entitled to 
wear lt!he badge of The Devonshire R egiment. 

There is no dou:bt 1!haJt all ranks will do 
their utmost to• continue t•o be "Ever 
Faithful " to all that that badge stands for. 

DIAR Y OF A RETIRED OFFICER 
Continued from page 35 1 

Oct. 2 Marched to Canal bank, Ypres. 
Thousands of troops everywhere. 
Company Commanders went up to 
front for reoce lby night and carne 
back with awful stories of mud 
and barrage o f shells. Frigh tful 
din aU night. 

3 Had wa•lk rou nd Ypres in morn­
ing. In evening marohed by com­
panies to Sanctuary Wood, where 
we collected grenades, etc. On, 
via Lone Trench to reserve 
trenches at Claph'am Junction. 
Pause here for grub. 9 p.m. com­
panies moved forward behind 
guides to Battalion H .Q. at Fitz­
clarence Farm, Inverness Copse. 
Soon after we kft for company 
forrning-'up positions, a shell 
landed o n Battalion H .Q., killing 
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C.O. and Adjutant and others. 
A terrible night. Pouring with 
rain, pitch dark, mud and water 
everywhere and con tinuous heavy 
shelling. Our company guide lost 
his way a lmost at once. Wa ndered 
round and round for ho ur, 
although we bad only 1,000 yards 
to go. Major Bell , recently from 
a cycle battalion in U.K., in des­
pair. Left company in what was 
left oe a. trench full of Jo:::k bodies 
and went on recce. Picked up a 
lost Surrey signa ller from Batta­
lion in line, bumped into D.C.L.L 
(thought they were Bosch at first). 
who were attacking on our left. 
Fo llowed their line along to r ight 
and found E . Surreys, whom we 
were relieving. After a drop of 
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368 OLD COMRADES' ASSOCIATION 

®lb <!Comrabt5 ~55otiatiott, 'Ql::be 11Bebott5bire l\egimettt, ~xeter 

PRESIDENT : 

C OLONEL L. H. M. W ESTROPP, D.L., 

COLONEL OF THE DEVONSHIRE 
REGIMENT. 

CHAIRMAN : 

COLONEL D. A . BULLOCK, O.B.E., D .L. 

FROM THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

I am advised by the Editor 11hat my notes 
must be brief owing to lack of space and so 
I feel that I should convey to all Old Com­
rades my appreciation of :their co-operation 
with, and trust in my stewatdship as their 
H onorary Secretary. 

At orJr last General Meeting, the Rules of 
t~e Association were re-wri·tteu to comply 
with bhe inevitable obanges consequent upon 
1lhe amalgamation of the Regiment with tlhe 
Dorset Regiment, but generally speaking no 
great changes were made beyond ttbe com­
position of <the General Committee, and the 
acceptance of members of the Amalgamated 
Regiment a nd of the O.C.A. Dorset Regi­
meut as H onorary Members of ()lUI O.C.A. 
for sooial activ:i'tlies. 

It is indeed fortuna te that for t1his year, 
1958, we are being accorded tt!he same and 
generous facilities by the Depot for the 
Reunion Dinner in Exeter on Saturday, July 
26th, when there will also be the customary 
march from Berrymeadow to tthe Ca~hedral 
for ou;r speoial service. 

I feel :tlhat you should make a point of 
coming this year because: rail: <the moment I 
foresee difficulllies in runn•ing :fiuture dinners 
at the present low co&t. 

In bidding fa rewell to The Journal of The 
Devonshire R egi ment I wish all its readers 

TELEPHONE EXETER 59279 

HON. SECRETARY AND TREASURER: 

LT.-CoL. R . H. CREASEY, D.L. 

good health and much happiness in the 
future. R. H . Creasey 

EXCHANGE OF MESSAGES 
The following " Signals " were exchanged 

between Lieut.-Colonel G. R . Young, O.B.E., 
Commanding The Devonshire and Dorset 
Regiment a nd the Old Comrades' Asso­
ciation. 

From Lieut.-Colonel G. R . Young, O.B.E., 
to O.C.A., Depot Devons:-

" 11th May the soldiers of Devon and 
Dorset amalgamate, and from this day for­
ward, we shall continue to maintain the fine 
traditions, figh ting spirit and comradeship of 
our predecessors. To a very large extent the 
spirit of the new Battalion will emulate its 
historic and famous past. A past which you 
have helped to build. 

The thoughts of all of us are with you on 
this sad and historic occasion ... " Young. 

To which the Old Comrades' Association 
sent the following reply:-

To Colonel Young, Commanding Devon­
shire Dorset R egiment, B .F.P .O. 29: -

" ... Grateful thanks for signal, contents 
much appreciate(/. Please convey to Batta­
lion our loyalty and best wishes for success 
and prosperity in the future . .. " 

Devon R egiment O.C.A. 

D-DAY 

American author, writing an :hour-by-hour 
account of D-Day, tis anxio'l!S to contact 
members of 1ihe Devonshire Regiment who 
rook pant in the Normandy landings from 
midnight June 5th to midnight June 6th, 
1944. 

Please write to the R esearch Editor, Tthe 
Reader's D igest, at the following address:-

25, Berkeley Square, London, W.l. 
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NOMINAL ROLL OF ALL DEVON SER VING OFFICERS & N.C.O. 's 

DOWN TO THE RANK OF CORPORAL 

MAY, 1958 

REGULAR OFFICERS 
Major-General B. A. 

Borradaile, t>.s.o. 
Brigadier P . S. Leepor, C.B.E. 
T I Brigadier P. Gleadell, 

C.B.E. , D .S.O. 
T j Colo:1el R. G. Pine-Coffin, 

D.S.O., M .C, •. . •. . • •• 
L / Brigadier D. A. D. Young 

G.O.C. South Western 
District 

War Office (DD Mov.) 

Chief or Staff. Cyprus. 
Cmdt. Army M.T. Sch., 

Bordon. 
M.A., Moscow. 

Lieutenant-Colonels 

C. V. King ... .. . . .. 
L. G. Carpenter-Garnier,o.n.E. 
J. K. Windeatt, O.B.E. . •. 

Q. D. T. Hogg ... 

G. R. Young. o.B.Ii. 
R. E . R. Robinson . . . . .. 
D. J. H . Ba:1nister, M.B.E. M.C. 

A.A. & Q.M.G., Gibraltar 
Min. of Defence. 
Sch. Land I Air Warfar e 

(G.S.O. I ). 
H.Q. Southern Comd. 

( AMS). 
1st Devons (C.O.) . 
4th Devons (C.O.). 
T rucial Oman Scou!S (C.O). 

Majors 
G. N. B. S pencer 

W. R. A . Kettle, M.C. 
M. C. Hastings, D.S.O. 
G . G. C . Coleridge .. . 

P. F. Anderson, M.C .... 
J. R. H. Parlby, M.B.E. 

G. N. Taylor .. . ... . .. 
R. G. J. T. Babin (T / Lt.-Col.) 
G. V . O 'B. Adams . . . 
P. V. Nepean, M.C . . . . 

H.Q. Southern Command 
(D .A.Q.M.G. Mov.). 

R.A.E.C., Beaconsfield. 
Ist Bn. (2 ; j c ). 
South. Comd. (D.A.Q.M.G. 

W ks.). 
I raq Staff College (GSO I ). 
H.Q. B.A.O.R. (GSO 2 

Trg.) . 
rst Bn. 
Min. of Supoly. 
H.Q. B.A.O.R. 
Depot Devon (C.O.). 
Jst Bn. D . A . Gilchrist ... . .. 

P. T . Wilcocks, M .B.E., M .C. H .Q . 11 Jnf. Bde. (D .A.A. 
and Q.M.G.). 

F. W. Harr ies ... 
T. ]. Pine-Coffin 

F . K. }'yne ... 
D. 0. Appleton . . . . .. 
P . W. R. F. Faulkner ... 
D . N. Inman .. . 
I. H. F. Edgar .. . 
C. J. Lynch .. . 
M. T. Procter .. . 
J. P . Randle. M.C. 
w. G. Wood, M.C. 

J . E. ff. R obert s ... 
]. Norrish . .. 
W. J. P. Aggett .. . ... . .. 
T / Major M. F . R. Bullock ... 
T I Major A. D. R ouse 

Major (Q.M.) R. Marshall, 

Aden Protectorate Levies. 
G.S.O. II, 6 Armd. Div., 

B.A.0.R. 
250 G.L Section. 
Depot .'Aalay Regt. 
xst Bn. 
H.Q. 24 Indep. Jnf. Bde. 
Depot Devon (HS). 
SHAPE (M.A.). 
103 1"'i.L. Section . 
Ist Bn. 
H.Q. F ederal Army Malaya 

(D.A.A.G.). 
H.Q. 6 Inf. Bde. 
Depot Devon. 
r st Bn. 
I St Bn. 
H .Q. 70 (AE) Inf. Bde. 

(B.M.). 

M.B.E. Ist Bn. 

Capta ins 
P. R. B. Freeland 
T. Hope . . . 
P. H . Wood ... 
P. \V. R. Graystone 
P. K. Essarne 

R. E. Cole-Mackintosh 
J. E . H ollingshead 

A. M. Dilleigh 
D . P. Lovejoy 
D. MeL. Stone 
P. Burdick .. . 
E. H. Tremlett .. . 
J. R. Edward-Collins ... 
T / Cap:ain F. Legg, M.C. 
T / Caotair> R. Sheat'>er .. . 
Captain (Q .M .) G . W. Blake 

4 Devon (Adjt. ). 
H .Q. 5 D iv. 
Staff College. 
H.Q. 2 Fed. Inf. Bde. 
H.Q. (U.K.) Corps (G3 

INT.). 
H.Q. B.A.O.R. (G3 INT.). 
Depot Devon (HS), 4 D evon 

Adjt.. designate. 
R .A.F. Brompton. H ams. 
Sch. of Inf. , H ythe. 
Mons O.C.S. 
Ist Bn. 
Deo~t Devo·1 (Adjt.). 
H.Q. II Inf. Bde. 
A.A.C. Centre. 
r D evoo (Ad jt.). 
Depot Devon. 

Lieutenants 

]. D. C. Blake . .. 
J. E. K. Goodbody 
R . Jury ... 
P. D. Clarke 

N. D. Notley 
J. M. Dean s ... . .. 
T / Capt. A. G. Chiswell 
C . J. Ackford 
E . Rosenberg .. . 
C. R . M. Green .. . 
M . W. Wadham 
P . R. Sammons ... . .. 
Lt. (Q.M.) F. L . Cann 
Lt. (Q.M.) R. P atmore 

Inf. Jnr. Ldrs. Bn. 
rst Bo. 
rst Bn. 
H .Q . S.W.D . (A.D.C. to 

G.O.C.). 
Depot Devon. 
D epot Devon . 
ISt Bn. 
1st Bn. 
1 Devon . 
1 Devon. 
Mil. College of Science. 
Depot Devon. 
4 D evon. 
II K :A.R. 

2nd Lieutenants 

J. M . Hewitt 
F. ] . Cann .. . 
C. M . Peplow 
R. D. Turrall 

I St Bn. 
rst Bn. 
Jst Bn. 
xst Bn. 

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS 
Major B. G. Dillon ... 
Cap:ain M . P. Bennett 
Captain H. S. Tucker 

War Office. 
Malay Regt. 
H .Q. Northumbrian D ist. 

Lieutenants 

T. H. E . Emmett 
J . D. Goodchild .. . 
.T. C. F. Hill .. . 
P. G . Pine-Coffin 
P. G. Honeyman 
G. Hamill ... 
2/ Lt. C reasy 
2/ L t. Martin 
Major (Q.M.) G._ .. Wai~~n 

Depot (HS). 
D epot (HS). 
rst Bn. 
Au. R.A.S.C. 
Depot (HS). 
K .A.R . 
I St Bn. 
Deoot (HS). 
H.Q. 5 Inf: Bde. 

EX TENDED SER VICE OFFICERS 
Major F. C. A. Himely 
Major G. R. Hickey .. . 
Major G. M. Bennett .. . 
Captain G. A. Mills . . . 
Captain G. ]. Ferris .. . 
Captain R . Aggett .. . 
Captain P. E. Mangin 

H .Q. Mid West District. 
H.Q. 1 I lnf. Bde., B.A.O.R . 
Cypru s Leave Camp. 
Singapore Guard Regt. 
H .Q. North Midland Dist. 
No. r Wessex PS T eam. 
Int. Corps Centre. 

W O.'s AND N.C.O. 's 
No. Rank Name Present U nit 

5618862 W .O.! Combe, A. xst Bn. 
5503774 W.O.! Har ris. w. Depot Devon 
5631259 W.O.! Pollard , R. 4thBn. 
5617580 W.O.II Fre,ch. H . I St Bn. 

883509 W.O.II Wallis, J. r st Bn. 
) 617457 W.O.II Crawford, J. 1 st Bn. 
5617457 W.O.II Petherick. R ., Inf. Jnr. 

M .B.E. Leaders Bn. 
5619283 W.O.li Rooke, K. RWAFF 

Sch., Ghana 
1929043 W.O.II Nott. M. Depot D evon 
5617017 W.O.II Burto'"l, F. 4th Bn. 
1487451 W.O.II B3tc-Jones, R . 4th Bn. 
5619247 W.O.II C hanning, F. I st Dorsets 

22222392 W.O.II McGregor, R . 1St B,. 
) 618316 W.O.II B'1ltO:l, A. 6 KAR 
5382272 W.O.II Willev. v. Depot Devon 
5623655 Colour / Sergeant Glanville, F. Mo:1s OCS 
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370 SEMPER F ID ELIS 

N.C.O. 's 22482895 Corporal 
(A / Sgt.) 

Allen, c. I S! B!!. 

5618450 Colour/ Sergeant Sellick, A. Fed. Malay 
s6 t ooto Corporal Crowley, L . D epot D : von 

Forces 
( A / Sgt.) 

5618450 Colour / Sergeant Bassett, W, H.Q., Alder- 22523346 Corporal Roo:<, A. I S! Bn. 
( A / W.O.II) shot Dist. 22510301 Corporal Pitts. F . I st Bn. 

823549 Colour I Sergeant Sherbourne, P , Depot Devon 22287402 Corporal Potts, J. 1St B::l. 
14486351 Colour I Sergeant Lambie. J, 1st Bn. 875821 Corporal Col~, A . Depot D evon 

5617448 Colour I Sergeant G illiam, J. 1st Bn. 
22801849 Corporal Mott, L . RMP Est., 

\Vo!<ing 
19036219 Colour I Sergeant Wood, K . 1st Bn. 19040007 Corporal Taylor, P. D epot Wills 
561965 1 Colour / Sergean t Richardson, A. 1st Bn. 22250043 Corporal Leonard, K. H.Q., 5 D iv. 

001 549~ Colour f Sergeant 
(G.M.) ' 4477313 Corporal Cox, R . I St Bn. 

F oster 1st Bn. 
19040562 Colour I Sergeant G.ranger, ~ . 15 Tralvelling 

191 58978 Corporal Keytcs, P . I St Bn. 
2II27058 Corporal Jordan, W . t st R. H am ps (A / W.O.II) Wing 
'4474287 Corporal Corbin, E. 1st Bn. 5495818 Sergeant Pett, E. 35 Almylnfo 

Office, Exeter 22337007 Corporal Walker, G . I St Bn. 

2037028 Sergeant Quinn, D . RPO 
56 t 886r Corporal Cary, L . Depot Devon 

(A / C / Sgt.) CREME) 1447 3401 Corporal Harvey, R. I St Dorsets 

14466492 Sergeant Bo~n, W. 1st Bn. 
( A / Sgt.) 

22557706 Corporal Birdsall, H. 4th Bn. 
5335257 Sergeant Alder, G . H.Q. Sqn. 7 22266107 Corporal Windsor, D . 1St Bn. 

Almd. Bde. 
Gp. 5621929 Corporal S tansbury, I. 1St Bn. 

14466492 Sergeant Cummings, J. Jst Bn. 2308476r Corporal Cann , N. 1 St B:l. 
2Il82911 Sergeant Sutherland, W. MCTC 14462257 Corporal Marrisoil, R . MDCTrg. 

22222376 Sergeant H utchinson, J. 1st Bn. 
Centre 

19047195 Corporal Wells, A. D e p :>t D c vo.:1 
2[045 062 Sergeant Evans, G . AimyAp- 22548371 Corporal Page, R. Depot Devon 

prenticeSch., 22773333 Corporal R iggs, D . ISt Bn. 
Aborfield 

22285•93 S ergeant H ill, L. t st Bn. 222227 6r A / Corporal Angrave, R. 1St Bn. 

5619805 Sergeant Wilkinson, W. 1St Bn. 
23301903 A / Corporal Baker, J. IS! Bn. 

14456 11 2 Sergeant Lewis. D. I S! Bn. 
22539319 A / Corporal Barlow, D . IS! Bn . 

5618908 S ergeant Jeffery, A . R. H o· g 
23301923 A / Corporal Braund, M . 1St Bn. 

Kong Def. 
22069832 A / Corporal C hase, T . IS! Bn. 

Force 23379097 A / Corporal Corney, H. D ep:>t Devon 
21015057 Sergeant Violet, G . t st Bn. 2330 1907 A / Corporal Crocker, G . l SI )ln. 

561956 
/ 

233 14023 A / Corporal Cross, ] . I S! Bn. Sergeant Vinson, w. 4th Bn. 
2101 5456 Sergeant Rose . R. l SI Bn. 23 144370 A / Corporal Drake, A. IS! Bn. 

5724951 Sergean t H all, K . 1St Bn: 
2327441 5 A / Corporal F armanter, A . 1St Bn. 

(A / C / Sgt.) 23104537 A / Corporal Fox, B. I St B:t. 
1447133 1 Sergeant Cooke, G. 1St Bn. 23485 172 A / Corporal Fowler, T . IS! Bn. 

22485367 Sergeant G room , D . Army Ap- 22066017 A / Corporal H amlyn, P. 1st Bn. 
prenticeSch., 222 22405 A / Corporal Henderson , S. I St Bn. 
Arborfield 225 22302 A / Corporal Lingard, R . ISt Bn. 

22548269 S ergeant Alderman, J. 4th Bn. 23325082 A / Corporal Prowse, B . 1St Bn. 
22582028 Sergeant T urney, P. RMA, Sand - 23334674 A / Corporal Sawers, N . 1St Bn. 

hurst 22296955 A / Corporal Stokes, R . 1St Bn. 
22307458 Sergeant Bull , D. Mo:ts O CS 23241956 A / Corporal Vagges. F . IS[ Bn. 
22447773 Sergeant S olman, R. 1st Bn. 5009634 L / Corporal Hooper, P . G. H . A. 
22550520 Sergeant Ryder, N. I St Bn . D epot D evon 

19040749 Sergeailt Bradfield, A. Jst Bn. 
2) 10323 Sergeant Wilton, E . 1st Bn . 

BAND 19031745 Sergeant Meagher , J. Army M e:h. 
nflnstructio.:l 
Cen tre 726561 8 W.O.I Boulding, K. Ba:-td 1st Bn. 

22548 t88 Sergeant Taylor, A . 4th Dorse!S 56 16450 W .O.II Knowles, E . Depot 
14468830 Sergeant Pengolly. K . D e;>ot Devon 5631263 Sergeant Halstead, W. Band 

22800163 Sergeant D avies, J. D epot Devon 1st G loste rs 
563 1265 Sergeant Mears, G . Band l SI Bn . 

941827 Sergeant D ean, L. 1st B o. 563 1264 S ergeant Offord, J . RMSM 
22272556 Se rgeant Bailey, G. 1st Bn. 563 1262 Sergeant Hibbs, R . RMSM 
22868784 Sergeant MilEs, D. Sc h. of Inf. s63 1288 Corporal H owell , A . Bond t st Bn. 

(A / Sgt.) 
22673204 Se rgeant Crocker, R . 4th Bn. 563 1282 Corporal Begam, D . Ba:>d t st Bn. 
19037506 Sergeant As;>len , J. 1st !Jn. 563 1289 Corporal Mann, P . Band 1St Bn. 

22478955 Se rgeant S~eeman, P . I S! Bn. 563 1272 Corporal Ha;nlin. A . Band t st B:t. 
563 1283 L / Corporal P ike, D . Ba:::l t st Bn. 

22868766 Sergeant Gilbert, D . D e ;>J t D evo:t (A / Cpl.) 
23024512 Sergeant Smith, M. 1St :an. 
22668098 Sergeant McGoldrick Jst Bn. 

5614118 Corporal T homas, c . I st Bn . DRUM MAJOR (B.E.M.) 
14477310 Corporal Cole, 'R. D e p:>t D evo :-1 
5619033 Corporal E31es, H. 1st Bn. 849050 Colour I Sergeant Norsworthy, R . rs : Bn. 

14184252 Corporal Hart, J. 1 St .8:1. 
4685026 Corporal Bennett, A. Dep:n Devon 

ORDERLY ROOM SERGEAN TS 22285350 Corp~ral Elliott, c. Almy Ap-
( A/ Sgt. ) prentice Sch. , 

A.rborfield 561670 3 W .O .II Hun ter, w. Jst Bn. 
22462983 Corporal Gratton, F . 1St Bn. (B.E.M.) 
22797200 Corporal M orrison, E .'>\DC T:g. 56 19075 Colour / Sergean t Shorlaad. R. D~p3t Devon 

C::ntre (L / W.O.II) 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISEMENT PACES. 
67 / 68 JERMYN STREET. ST. JAMES'S. S.W.1 . TEL, WHITEHALL 2504. 

c y R I L LA X T 0 N ENGLAND'S 
L.F:A DlNG S WIM.MJNG AND DIV ING COA CH , 

who bas trained many champions of 
world class, says : 
.. Cilampion, swimmers bum up energu 
fast. That's why I always recommend 
eating 'Dextrosol' Glucose Tablets. 
They're the quickest nat1tral way 
to replace lost energy." 

1/ Btd. ll fd. and 6d. at 
cllemiscs and grocers every­
where. Look [or the /Iandy 
red (lnd wll tte packets/ 

~ r~ ~JK'tii4.. ~ 
To build up energy for t hat extra 
effort. to replace energy afte r exhaus­
tion. eat delicious 'Dextrosol' Glucose 
Tablets. They are 99% pure glucose. 
the quick. natural source of ene rgy, 
'Dextrosol' r equires no digest ing, but 
passes straight into your blood­
s tream. carrying energy at once to the 
muscles . For extra energy anywhere. 
any t ime-carry a handy packet of 
'Dextrosol ' Glucose Tablets. 

DE X T R 0 S ~.~ glucose tablets 
ll~BY'" - TUE PIIARl\IACEUTJC.-\L 01\'fSJON 'OF'" BROWN & POLSON LTD. 

Printed in Great Britain 

goo1t.~ee 

NESCAI=E 
Ne:. :o(t: is n regis cered trade mark to designale Nesrlt:s inslont coffee 
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RAGLA N C HO COLA TES 
IN[~ I 

REGAL FR U I T DROP S 

SUPPLfMENT No. 1-PAGE FOUR 

The Walsall Electrical Co., ltd. 
61 BRIDGE ST., WALSALL 

Electr ica l Measuring Instruments 

Switchboards, Switchgear 

SAMUEL GILL & SONS 
Designers & Manufacturers of Jigs, Tools, 
Fixtures, Gauges & Special Machines 

Lythalls Lane, Coventry 
hi, Cov. 88605 Air Ministry A uthority 7077 13' 37 

HALL &. EARL LTD. 
'Puritex' Mills, Tudor Rood, 

LEICESTER 
Manufacturers of Underwear in Wool, 
Cotton, Art. Silk, etc Branded " Purilex" 
'Grams ~ " HANDEL" ' Phone: 23105 ' 6 '7 

BROWN & KNIGHT, LTD. 
Ham Sp ec ialists 

9a Lower Marsh 
LAMBETH, S.E.l 

The Gin 
that has stood the 

test of time 
For nearly two hundred years , Gordon's 
Gin has been made to the same secret 
recipe under the most rigorous quality­
con trol. Today, Gordon's London Dry Gin 
is the gin all over the world. It has stood 
t he test of time. Ask for Gordon's by 
name: most people do nowadays , to be 
sure of getting it. 

Stands Supr-en1.e 

• A SK FOR IT BY N AME 

Printed in GtNt 8ril1in 
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AMALGAMATION 371 

THE AMALGAMATION PARADE 
The ama·lgamation parade of the Devon-· 

shire and Dorset Regiments took place at the 
Dorsets' Barracks at Minden, Germany, on 
Wednesday, May 21st, when the new Regi­
mental Band ended the day's ceremonies by 
Beating Retreat. 

Officers and men of the 1st Devons had 
previously left their barracks at Celie, 70 
miles to the north-east, and were installed 
with the 1st Dorsets. 

Many high-ranking officers were present, 
among them General Sir Dudley Ward, Com­
mander-in-Chief of the British Army of the 
Rhine and an old Dorsets officer; Lieut.­
General ·M. M.A. R. West, commanding 1st 
British Corps; and Major-General M. W. G . 
Stirling, G.O.C. 2nd Division. 

Turnout Praised 
Major-General G. N. Wood, who was 

Colonel of the Dorsets and is now Colonel 
of the · combined Regiments, and Colonel L. 
H. M . Westropp, who was Colonel of the 
Dev.ons, inspected the Battalion and the 
Band, which is formed from the old band of 
the 1st Devons and 1st Dorsets. 

General Wood praised the high standard 
of turnout and drill of the Battalion. which 
had been reached so soon after the merger­
the official date of the amalgamation was 

May 17th 
He also paid tribute to Colonel West·ropp, 

who has been Colonel of the Devons for 
nearly ten years, for his help during the birth 
of the new R egiment. 

The Battalion- Officers, Colour Party, and 
Band in blue and the companies in khaki­
marched past the saluting base where 
General Wood took the salute. 

The parade was commanded by Lt.­
Colonel G. R. Young, of Bovey Tracey, the 

· 1st Devons' C.O., who in November hands 
over command of the new battalion to Lt.­
Colonel R . H. Wheatley, a Dorsets officer. 

The Colours 
The Regiment will receive new Colours in 

the autumn. 
The Devons' present Colours will be hung 

in Exeter Cathedral and those of the Dorsets 
in Sherborne Abbey. 

Oyprus later 
The Battalion will remain in B.A.O.R. 

until next September when it will embark for 
the U.K. and will stage at Piddlehinton, near 
Dorchester, while preparing to leave for 
Cyprus in November. 

Earlier in the month the Devons' Colours 
were taken to Minden to be laid with the 
Colours of ,the Dorsets. The ceremony took 
place in lightly falling rain. 

The Queen's Colour was carried by 
2nd-Lt. F. J. Cann, of Kilce, Somerset, and 
the Regimental Colour by 2nd-Lt. R. D. 
Turrall, of Dolton, Devon. Also in the party 
was C.S.M. K. Wood, of Sidmouth. In the 
Dorset Colour party was C. S.M. F. Channing, 
of Newton Abbot. 

By courtesv of the u Express and Echo , 

DIARY OF A RETIRED OFFICER 
Continued from page 367 

rum with their Company Com­
mander in a pill box went back to 
find company. They had mo,ved, 
but af.ter long search and much 
shouting found them and led com­
pany up to our jumping-off posi­
tion. Crowley and several others 
wounded on way. Persuaded 
Crowley to go back-we never 
saw him again. Got into positions 
3.30 a.m. 

4 Very tired, wet a nd nervy. Shared 
a smaU slit trench with 2 E. 
Surreys. About 4 a.m. Bosch put 

Continued on page 375 

down a terrific barrage. Deafen­
ing din. Got plastered with mud 
from bursts. In middle got out to 
visit my section with- platoon 
sergeant. Found haJf of them 
ki<lled, including whole rifle 
grenade section. Extracted and 
distributed their bombs to others. 
6 a.m. Zero. Thorooghly worked 
up now. Deafening barrage from 
our guns. Huge wall of fl ame and 
mud in front of us. A magnificent 
sight. Got troops going by wav­
ing and pushing. Through our 

Digitized 
by 

RCM 
Collection



372 SEMPER FIDELIS 

MESSAGE OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS TO THE 

DEVONSillRE AND DORSET REGIMENT 
Lieut.-Col. Young, Officers, Warrant 

Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, and 
Men of the Devonshire and Dorset Regi-
ment. .. . 

" ... 11he Parade in which you have been 
taking part this morning marks the amalga­
mation of two old and famous R egiments, 
the Dorsets and ·the Devonshires. It is an 
historic occasion and- let us truthfully con­
fess it-to some extent a melancholy one, 
for in all our hearts inevitable regrets must 
be mingled with our hope for the l!utrure of 
the New Regiment which is born today. 

" That this great change in the lives of two 
fine Regiments has been accepted with such 
an immediate and so loyal a response re­
flects much credit upon all ranks; for the 
decision has radically affected the careers of 
every serving member of the two Regiments 
and in the case of many senior ranks- both 
commi ssioned a nd non-commissoned- has 
brought their careers to a .premature close. 

" We have in Great Brita in a proper and 
abiding respect for o ur traditions. They are 
the links that bind us to the heroes and 
glories of bygone days, and they are a never 
fa iling source of strength. But we cannot 
live by regrets for the past; today. the much­
prized traditions of two Regiments must be 
merged; and I am confident that a ll of you 
will set your hearts and minds towards the 
achievement of tha t great object. 

"This sho uld not be as difficult as may 
first a ppear. For the new R egiment is set 
already upon a firm foundation. You have 
stood together in many hard won battles; you 

have fought side by side in Burma; and 
together you formed a part of the magnifi­
cent Malta Brigade which made its name 
famous- and fearful to the enemy- in the 
campaigns in Sicily, Italy and Normandy. 
Moreover, you can also claim a common 
background , coming as you do from neigh­
bouring counties in the West Country. 

" The young soldiers of the new Regiment 
will thus inherit a magnificent tradition and, 
as the successors of the men of Plassey and 
Salamanca, I have no doubt that in their time 
they will add a fresh page to this old and 
glorious his tory. 

" And now, as your orders stand, the 
Battalion will soon be leaving for Cyprus. I 
very much hope that it will be possible for 
me to inspect you before you embark for tha t 
station. Your duties there will be exacting. 
and will demand of you a combination of 
great qualities; courage, kindliness and tact. 
Do not forget that your conduct in that un­
happy island may have a profound influence 
on future events, and that your actions will 
be judged not only 1'here but throughout the 
world ; it is not an easy task that you have 
been given, but I feel sure that you will dis­
charge it with distinction and that you will 
be worthy of the famous old Regiments 
whose names you now bear. 

" As your Colonel-in-Chief, I shall follow 
your fortunes with the closest interest, and 
shall look forward to .receiving regula r 
reports about all that concerns you. God 
bless you all. " 

Marina, Colonel-in-Chief. 

ADDRESS BY THE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT 

" ... Her Maje&ty the Queen has just given 
he,r approrval to my appoi ntment as Colonel 
of the Devonshire and Dorset R egiment. This 
is the greatest honour a nd privilege that can 
be conferred on any soldier. It involves many 
duties and responsibilities, and I assure you 
that these duties will henceforth be my first 
care. For a start it will be my pJeasant task 
to learn to know the old Devon~ ires of the 
Battalion as well as I know the old Dorsets. 

" The Parade today has been a great sur­
prise to me. I had thought and said, tha t a 
cere.mortial Parade within five days of the 
actual merging of the Battalions was not to be 
thought of. Your bearing a nd turn-out today 
show that during these five days all ranks 
have worked witih the greatest keenness, and 
they assure the future efficiency of the Bat­
talion beyond any shadow of doubt. More­
over, a great deal of hard , patient work has 
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THE THREE COLONELS 

L. ro R. : Major-General G. N . Wood, C. B., C.B.E •• D.S.O .• M .C .. Colonel, The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment: Lieut. ­
Colo nel G. R . Yo ung. O.B.E., Commanding the Ba ttalion: Co lonel L. H. M. W estropp, D .L., late Colonel The Devonshire 

Reg iment. 
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gone on ever since the first announce'ment of 
the amalgamation. This work has been 
invaluable. 

" In tbis connection I wish to mention one 
name, that of Col. Westropp. Col. Westropp 
has served ~he Devonshire Regiment as its 
Colonel for near-ly the full term of 10 years, 
and during this last year he has worked for 
the £uture of ~he New Regiment. His experi­
ence and wisdom have been invaluable and 

THE COMMANDING 

. Today, the 17th May, is the day we 
have been anticipating for many months. 
.Th"is day sees the union of two famous o ld 
County Regiments. We have become the 
Devonshire and Dorset Regiment. Today 
also sees aJl Regiments of the Wessex 
Brigade wearing the cap badge we are now 
wearing- the Wessex Wyvern. 

"Amalgamation of the two old Regiments 
is no time for rejoicing but if it had to come 
there could be no better union than the 
Devons and Dorsets. We have known each 
other for a loog time, and as West Country­
men we understand and respect each other's 
customs and way of life. During the last war 
we fo~ght together in Malta, Sicily, Italy agd 
on the Normandy beaches from D-Day until 
the campaign in Western Europe was 
brought to a victorious conclusion. 

" I, myself, am extremely p roud to wear 
the titles of the Devonshire and Dorset R egi­
ment and proud too to be your first Com­
manding Officer. Here, it is perhaps fitting 
to remark that my fa~her commanded a 
Battalion of Devons and my grandfather a 
Battalion of Dorsets. 

" From what I have seen over the last few 
days, and on parade today, I have every 
reason to believe that we shall settle down 
into a happy and successful Battalion. But 
remember that we are starting from scratch 
and have a name to make for ourselves and 
we can't do that without each and every o ne 
of you pulling his weight to the utmost. 
Whatever I may do, nothing will be aohieved 
without your determination to make the 
union a success. However, to this end we 
have the wonderful advantage of carrying for­
ward with us the best customs and traditions 
of bo~h old R egiments. and it must be our 
constant aim to uphold and enhance these. · 

in your name, and my own. I thank him for 
all he has done for us. 

"My official duty now is <to read a message 
which I have brought to you from the most 
gracious and beautiful lady H.R .H. The 
Duchess of Kent, our R oyal Colonel-in­
Chief. I .know that it would be your wish 
that I should report to Her Royal Highness 
that her gracious message has been received 
•with loyal and hearty acclamation .... " 

OFFICER'S ADDRESS 

" Yesterday, I was a Devon, today, I am 
a Devon/ Dorset, and my loyalties will be 
entirely with the New Regiment. There are 
bound to be changes, but these wi!J be no 
more than are customary witJh a new Com­
manding Officer. 

" Together, we face our first test next Wed­
nesday, 21st May, when we go on parade 
before our new Colonel , General Wood, in 
the presence of the C.I.G.S. and C.-in-C. 
This wili entail a lot of hard work in the next 
few gays, but I am sure tha~ we wi!J pass this 
test with flying colours. 

"After that, we must fit ourselves to· 
operate in Cy.prus, where we are due in 
November, later this year. We leave here on 
lith September for Piddlehinton, near Dor­
chester, where we shall be in transi t. 

" To this end we shall train at Sennelager 
and the Harz Mountains, and shoot on the 
Ranges. By this time, I hope that we shall 
have fulfilled the words of General Wavell, 
which some of you have already heard, but I 
quote again,' However good and well trained 
a man may be as an individual, he is not a 
good soldier until he has become absorbed 
into the corporate life of his unit, and has 
been entirely embued with its traditions..' 

" Finally, it is fitting on the hi storic 
occasion of the foundation day of the Devon­
shire and Dorset Regiment that we renew our 
allegiance to our Sovereign by giving three 
hearty cheers for Her Majesty the 
Queen . . . . '' 
I Devon / Dorsets 'Shun .... 
R emove headdress .... 
T hree cheers for H er Majesty the Queen .... 
Hip Hip ... Hip Hip . . . Hip Hip ... 
Rifles between knees, replace headdress. 
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THE FIRST PARADE 

The picture on this page was taken on the 
17th May, 1958. at Topsham Barracks. 
Exeter. on the occasion of the birth of the 
first new Regiment of the Brigade, by the 
amalgamation of the old Devonshire Regi­
ment with the old Dorset Regiment; and on 
the first day of the wearing of the new 
Brigade Cap Badge- the Wessex Wyvern­
by all ranks of the Brigade. 

It marked a landmark in the history of the 
British Infantry and, particularly, in the 
history of this Brigade which bas existed 
since 1947. 

To mark the occasion there was a special 
parade of two platoons of Wiltshire recruits 
who had been trained at Topsham Barracks, 
and who were passing-out for drafting to the 
1st Battalion of their Regiment in Cyprus, 
together with a composite platoon of Per­
manent Staff and Brigade N.C.O.s' Cadre 
personnel then a t Topsham Barracks. 

The parade was made further remarkable 
by its being the first occasion upon which 
the Brigade Bandmaster unit, under the 
direction of W.O.I (Bandmaster) L. Fereday, 
A.R.C.M., the Brigade Bandmaster, played 
for a ceremonial parade. 

T he Brigade Colonel, Colonel J. R. Welch­
man, D.S.O., invited General Sir George 
Erskine, G.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., A.D.C., the 

General Officer Commanding - in - Chief 
Southern Command to take the salute and 
to address those gathered at Topsham Bar­
racks for the occasion. 

Representative parties ~were invited from 
the other Depots, including that of the old 
Dorset Regiment. 

The photograph shows the General with 
Officers, Warrant Officers and Other Ranks 
of Wessex Brigade Headquarters and of the 
Depots- the Brigade Colonel is on the 
General's immediate right, with, to his right, 
Major P. V. Nepean, M.c., The Devonshire 
and Dorset Regiment (formerly of The 
Devonshire Regiment), Major W. N. Hayes, 
M.C., The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment 
(formerly of The Dorset Regiment), arid 
Major W. A. Wood, The Gloucestershire 

· Regiment; to the General's left are Major-P. 
W. Weller, M.B.E., The Gloucestershire Regi­
ment (the Brigade Adjutant), Major F. 
Myatt, M.C., The Royal Berkshire Regiment, 
Major M. H. Chivers, The Wiltshire Regi­
ment, and Major H. E. Wingfield, M.c., The 
Royal Hampshire Regiment. The Brigade 
Bandmaster is sta nding in the second row 
between and behind Majors Chivers and 
Wingfield. The stout civilian in a well-worn 
bowler hat is Captain H. Platt (RO III), of 
Brigade Headquarters where he bas worked 
since April, 1952. The civilian at the other 
end of the same row is Captain R . W. Hodge, 
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M.B.E., M.M., T.D., who had been Adminis­
trative Officer at the old Depot of The Dorset 
Regiment for many years. 

In the back row, behind Captain Hodge, 
stands L / Gpl. Hooper, The Devonshire and 
Dorset Regiment, formerly of The Devon-

shire Regiment, who served in his former 
-Regiment for 42 years and wears First War 
medals on his chest-he, too, wears the new 
Cap Badge. 

In the centre middle row stands the R.S.M. 
- W.O.I G. Harris, who had just received 
his L.S. and G.C. medal from the General. 

THE NEW BADGES 

Cap badge worn by all Regiments of the 
Wessex Brigade. 

Worn on the collar by The Devonshire and Dorset 
Regiment. 

DIARY OF A RETIRED OFFICER 
C ontinued from page 371 

wire easily, and advanced, at first 
in iine, towards Cameron Co·vert 
(about 500 yards). Few Hosch 
about stunned by our barrage. 
Further on saw heaps of dead. 
Lost touch with D.C.L.I. on my 
left and bad to take on the wood 
alone. Watched other compan.ies 
across the Reutelbeek meet 
Jerries in open. 
Hit in shoulder by a bullet from a 
sniper. As Pte. Heard patched me 
up he was a>Jso hit in the shoulder, 
probably by same chap. After 
dressing his wound I began to feel 
very groggy. Remnants of 
platoon gone on, so we decided to 

try and find Battalion Aid Post. 
At last taken into an ambulance 
train. Trave!Jed as stretcher case 
as there were not enough seats­
very welcome. Wonderful coaches 
and very nice, if tough, nurses. 
Slept soundly. 

7 Sailed across to Dover. Very 
rough crossing, most of us ill. 
Carried on to ambulance train and 
taken to Cbaring Cross, where 
our stretchers were lined up on 
platform. Left by ambulance for 
London hospital through crowd of 
women cheering and throwing 
flowers on to us. 
Felt no sort of a hero. 
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Now! a boiler 
that never, never 
needs stoking! 

!If Piptng hot water-enough for a 
bath every twenty minutes and sev­
eral radiators, a towel rail and a 
warm airing cupboard. * Dependable round-the-clock ser­
vice--the Rayburn feeds itself from 
a neat oil tank outside, out of your 
way. 
• A clean, warm, dust-free kitchen, 
wnere nobody does a hand's 1ur11 10 
tne boiler. And there's no smell a t al l. * Small fuel bills-the Rayburn 
costs lillie more 10 run than an old­
fashioned boiler. 

* Quick fuel deliveries-a 'P.honc 
call will bring your winter's oll sup­
ply in 24 kours ! 
And the recommended fuel , BP 
'Domesticol', is so clean and tidy 
to store. * So small and neat-jus t a compact 
boiler Jst• wide, 20• deep and 32' 
high. * Choice of all-white, all-cream, or 
either colour with a black top-plate. * And the boiler costs o nly £75--<Jr 
on H .P. if you wish. 

That's the beauty of the 

RAYBURN 
OifiltQL( BOILER 

See it today at: 

ROWE BROS. & Co. Ltd. 
VICTORIA HOUSE 

33 QUEEN STREET, EXETER 

RY APPOI!'."TMENT TO H P.I'l Y AJF..$T"..' THE QUEEN 

GOLDSWTI-IS &. CROWN JEWELL£1\S 

The badge of your Regiment 
GARRARD & CO. LTD. 
(formerly The Goldsmiths &. 
Silversmiths Company Ltd.) have 
for many years specialised 

- in the production of 
badge jewellery. 

The Devonshire Regiment 
Gold and Enamel 

Home £9. IS. o. 
Ext>ort £7. S. 0. 

Here is illustrated the badge 
of your R egiment, 
fashioned into a brooch , and 
produced in gola and enamel. 
If desired, these very attractive 
brooches can be set w ith 
d iamonds or other precious stonet 
for which designs and estimates 
are submitted without charge. 
Great care is taken to ensure 
correctness of detail , and expert 
workmanship is assured. 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. 
Crown J ewellers 

formerly THE GOLDSMITHS & 
SJLVERSMITH:i COMPANY .LTD. 

•• • 

112 REGENT STREET · LONDON • W.1 
TELEPHONE: REGENT 3021 

l 
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Furniture of Quality & Charnt 
The name of Brock's 
has been famous for 
furniture of quality 
for over a century. 
Owned and personally 
managed by, the 
Brock family since 
its foundation. 
You are cordially invited 
to visit our Showrooms, 
largest in the South-West. 

Hire Purchase Terms with 

pleasure if desired. 

BROCKS 
1amous lor 1urnilurt 

Windsors 
OF EXETER- . 
---- ---..... LTD. 

* 
BESPOKE TAILORS and 
COMPLETE OUTFITTERS 

For MILITARY, TOWN 
and COUNTRY WEAR 

Complefe Hunting and Riding Kit 

* 
6 PRINCESSHA Y 

Telephone 74525 

FORE STREET & NORTH STREET 

EXETER ---- Telephone 75394 

LTSLES of 
Exeter Lt,C 

"Rings of 
Beauty for 

, the Modern 
Bride" 
and at the 
RIGHT 
PRICES! 

Goldsmiths and Watchmakers 

Established 1845 Telephone 72737 

3 GOLDSMITH STREET, EXETER 
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c. & H. SPORTS (EXETER) . LTD. 
OUR NEW SEASON'S STOCKS OF SPORTING EQUIPMENT 
HAVE NOW ARRIVED, AND A VISIT TO OUR SHOWROOMS 

W ILL BE WELL WORTH WHILE 

TENNIS RACKETS 
by SLAZENGER 

DUNLOP 
WISDON & GRAY 
Prices from 42f6 

TENNIS BALLS 
SHOES, SHIRTS and 

SHORTS 

CRICKET BATS 
by GRADIDGE 

STUART SURRIDGE 
WISDEN 
GRAY NICOLLS and 
GUNN & MOORE 

PADS .. .. from 42/­
GLOVES .. from 28/6 

YOUR KIND ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 

94 QUEEN STREET, EXETER Telephone 72135 

JOHN HAWLEY 
W ATCHMAKER AND JEWE LLER 

Craft Member of the 
British Horological Instit ute 

Dealer in Fine Swiss Watches, 
Present at ion Clocks 

• 
Cyma Agent Sales and Se rvice 

• 
BRING YOUR REPAIRS AND BE SATISFIED 

Watch, Clock and Jewellery Re pair Specialist 

Ube \i\) l t> '{tubor b ouse 
12 WEST STREET, EXETER 

PHONE 73551 

mag we have 
the pleasure 

of helping you with your 
insura nce problems 
no matter how t rivial ? 

We welcome the o pportu nity of assisting 
any member of t he Royal Tank Regiment. 
Our advices are freely given , and, as 
Insurance Brokers, we specialise in -

INSURANCES FOR SERVICE PERSONNEL 

CONSULT 

Wilson & Company 
(Insurances) Ltd . 

SERVICE INSURANCE BROKERS 

Head Office : 

431 LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT, LANCASHIRE 
Telephone : Southport 5704 1/2 

Please write for our special brochure-'' Keys to Security •• 
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If it's Sport-
Amongst the new and changing Exeter 
stands No. 51 . un-changed. Where 
grandfather shopped in 1876. the 
youngest of the family tree shops 
today and finds a link with tradition 

unbroken. 

- it's Webbers! 
The shop where Sportsmen feel at home. 

WEBBERS 
Sl, High Street, EXETER Tel.: 74975 

LTD. 

Dawllsh • Exeter • Exm.outh • Sldmouth 
Telgnmouth 

Modern 
Luxury Motor Coaches 

available for 

PRIVATE PARTY 
TR AVEL 

* Any Num ber * Any Distance * First Class Service 
For Quotations : 

Call, write, or phone-

14 QUEEN ST., EXETER 
Phone 74103 

D-DAY 
Author, writing an hour­

by-hour account of D-day 

operations, is anxious to 

contact anyone who took 

part in the Normandy 

landings from midnight, 

June 5th to midnight, 

June 6th, 1944. 

Please write to the R esearch Editor, 
The Recukr's Digest, 25, Berkeley Sq., 

London, W. I. 
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I 

The EDITOR wishes to thank 

aJJ those who have contributed 

advertisements to this Journal 

over the past eight years. 

He hopes that the "New 

Journal " may receive the same 

loyal support. Wines, S . . :~ 
ptrns &- CirJars 

SAC~~~ ~ ... I ... ~~~N~J.f LTD 

Thank you. 

A.A. Why not visit 

1--· THROUGHOUT TKI WORl D 
Telepho ne : REGent 1061 

THE WHITE HART INN 
CREDITON 
(THE CITY BREWERY) 

BED AND BREAKFAST FULL BOARD 

FULLY LICENSED 

GRILLS . . . . SNACKS . .. . . . SANDWICHES 

Telephone : Crediton 297 

Proprietors: Major and Mrs. W. P. Symonds 

R.A.C. 

Produced for the Editor. "The Journal of The D evonshire Regiment," b y Combined Service Publications, Ltd .. 67 / 68 Jermyn 
Street, St. j ames's, London. S.\V.I. Printed in G reat Britain by F. J. Parson s, L td .. L ennox House, Norfolk S tree t, London, 
W.C.2, and " Observer" Buildings, H astings. Advertisemen t Agents: Service Newspapers, L td ., 67/68 J ermyn Str~et . 5~ 

James's, London, S.W . J. (Teltp!lon~: Whi'.eball 2504). 
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