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EDITORIAL NOTICES 

LONDON DINNER 

Members are reminded that the London Dinner will 
be on Waterloo Day, Friday 18th June in the Caledonian Club. 

REGIMENTAL TWEED 

The present stock of Regimental Tweed is nearly 
finished, a new batch has been ordered and the price 
will be £7.50 per meter. 

REGIMENTAL GOLF MEETING 

The half yearly Regimental Golf Meeting will take 
place at ABOYNE on Monday 26th April. 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE GOLF 

The highland Brigade Golf Meeting will take place at 
NAIRN on 3rd, 4th & 5th May. 

REGIMENTAL GATHERING 

There will be a Regimental Gathering and reunion at 
Fort George with the 1st Battalion on Saturday 22nd 
May. This will be instead of the usual reunion at the 
Hardgate. 

ROYAL CALEDONIAN BALL 

The Royal Caledonian Ball will be at Grosvenor 
House on Monday 17th May this year. 

EDINBURGH DINNER 

A very successful Dinner was held in the North 
British Hotel on the eve of the CALCUTTA CUP Game, 
on 20th February. 

The Colonel of the Regiment presided. 
The following Officers and their guests attended'-

Lieut General: 
Brigadiers: 
Colonels: 

Lieut Colonels: 

Majors: 

Captains: 

Messrs. 

Sir George Gordon Lennox 
Lord Salerno; C. N. Barker 
K. M. Burnett; D. H. W. Brown; 
G. W. Bruce, Rev. W. G. A. Wright. 
J . H Turnbull; C. F. Irvine; A. W. Gibbon 
R. W. Smith; P. W. Graham;' F. J. C. 
Moffat; R. W. Petrie; R. Bannerman 
R. G. Findlay Shirras; R. Ogilvie; 
K. J . Irvine; W. D. R. West; A. W. Duncan; 
A.M. Cumming; N. F. M. Oxley; 
D. M. H. Du Boulay; W. Leslie; 
J . T . Durbin; G. Forbes; C. J. D. Gordon 
Steward; C. R. D' l. Kenworthy; 
G. Morrison; H. H. Gardiner 
C. E. Price; G. H. Dunn; F. D. H. IrVine; 
C. M. Wolfe Murray; K. J . Peters; 
H. Usher; M. F. Smith; L. 0. Rhodes; 
R. M. Kinghorn; A. Avery; I. D. W. 
Chant-Sempill 
C. Erskine Hill; Sir Neis A. Ramsay; 
Rev. G. A. Buchanan-Smith; 
E. D. J . Chalmers. 

Among the guests were: -

R. T . Watt; D. I. H. Callander; C. Q. Irvine; T . R. Goldie
Scott; W. T. A. Williams; Lt. Gellatly; G. S. Orr-Ewing; 
C. A. M. Gascoigne; J . Day. 

The Edinburgh Dinner next year will be on the eve of 
the Welsh International on 18th March, 1977. 

CAPETOWN HIGHLANDERS 

Unfortunately there will be no contribution from the 
Capetown Highlanders in this issue as they are on actiw 
Service in the Angolan Frontier, we wish them all good 
luck. 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA'S ROYAL ARMY NURSING 
CORPS MUSEUM APPEAL 

The QARANC Museum was opened in 1956 at the 
Training Centre in Hindhead and a great deal of hard 
work has been in evidence to create a historical record 
of the Corps. 

In 1854 during the Crimean War, Florence Night
ingale took a party of nurses to the Crimea to organise 
the nursing in the hospitals at Scutari. 

Queen Victoria in 1856 was so impressed with the 
work of Florence Nightingale that she caused a fund of 
£45,000 to be raised and under her personal direction 
the first Military Nurse Training School was built, and 
called the Royal Victoria Hospital in Netfey. 

In 1881, the official title of Army Nursing Services 
was given, and 10 nursing sisters in 1888 went to India 
and formed the nucleus of the Indian Army Nursing 
Service. 

In 1897 a Reserve of Nursing Sisters was organised 
by Princess Christian, third daughter of Queen Victoria, 
they were recruited from civilian hospitals and has to 
undertake a period of military training each year. 

In 1906, they became absorbed into the Queen 
Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service and in the 
same year the Territorial Force Nursing Service was formed. 

The Nursing Sisters served in the Boer War (1899 -
1902) and a Royal Warrant was issued in 1902 to establish 
the Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursfng Service. 
Her Majesty Queen Alexandra who graciously consented 
to be the first President devised the badge ribbon motto 
"Sub Cruce Candida" ("under the white cross") the cross 
of her homeland Denmark. This badge is still worn by 
QA's serving today. 

The QA's as they were now known, served in the 
First World War and were in hospitals in France, Italy, 
Salonica, Egypt, Palestine, Mesopotamia, India, East 
Africa and Russia, as well as on hospital ships, and due to 
poor lines of communication and lack of transport, the 
nursing staff were often left serving closer to the front 
than officially allowed. 

A total of over 10,000 nurses served on the different 
fronts in World War I, and of these 1951ost their lives. 

In 1926 Queen Mary graciously consented to become 
President of the QAI MNS, Queen Alexandra having died 
the year previously. Queen Mary took a very personal 
interest in the Service until her death in 1953. 

World War II again found the QA's serving wherever 
the British Army was fighting, in Europe, Middle East, 
North Africa, Mediterranean and the Far East. 

By the end of World II there were 12,000 serving in 
the QA's and 220 had lost their lives. 

When India became lndependant in 1947, the QA's 
said farewell to India and this great era came to a close. 

In 1949 the Service became a Corps of the British 
Army and was renamed Queen Alexandra's Royal Army 
Nursing Corps. As a result of the new formation, the 
Territorial Army Nursing Service was disbanded and became 
the Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps 
(Territorial Army). 
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NATIONAL SAVINGS 

IND~LINKED 
SAVEASYOUEARN 

(THIRD ISSUE) 

You can now save regularly with a new issue 
ofSAYE which is 'lnde)f-Linked:This means that 
your savings are protected. Because the repay~ 
ment value of your savings is 'linked ' to the UK 
General Index ofRetail Prices (RPI). 

You make 60 regular monthly contributions 
of any sum you like in round pounds, from £4 
to£20. 

O n completion of the 5~year contract you 
may opt to withdraw your revalued contributions 
o r leave them for a further 2 years. No further 
contributions are made during this period. 

On completion of the ?~year period your 
savings will be revalued in line with the RPI over 
the whole 7 years and you will then also receive a 
bonus equal to 2 months contributions. AU repay~ 
ments will be free of UK Income Tax and Capital 
Gains Tax. 

New National Savings lnde)f-Linked SAYE 
protects the purchasing power of your regular 
savings. 

Members ofHM Forces can join this 
scheme by one of the following methods. 
A By deduction from service pay. 
B. By cash payments at a Post O ffice, FPO 

overseas or through G iro. 
C. By Banker's O rder. 

Ask your Pay Office for details o r write to: 
The Secretary, HM Forces Savings Committee, 
Block B, Government Buildings, London Road, 
Stanmore, Middlesex H A 7 4PX~. -~~ ....... 

ASK IDUR POST OffiCE OR BANK 
FOR AN EXPlANATORY lEAFLET AND PROSPECTUS NOW 

In 1950, the Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing 
Corps had until now comprised of trained nurses, (the 
QA's had always trained R.A.M.C. Nursing Orderlies) . 
Now the training of female nurses in Military Hospitals 
commenced, and young women could also join to become 
Dental Hygenists/ Cierks, Physiotherapists, Radio-
graphers, Laboratory Technicians, Storewomen and Clerks. 

In 1954, Her Royal Highness Prin·cess Margaret was 
appointed Colonel in Chief of the QARANC following the 
death of Queen Mary the previous year. 

The Royal Pavilion in Aldershot was built in 1855 as 
a residence for Queen Victoria w hen she reviewed the 
Troops in Aldershot. Her Royal Highness Princess 
Margaret laid the Foundation Stone on this site in 1963 
for the new QARANC Training Centre, and the official 
open ing by Her Royal Highness took place in 1967. ' 

Within the Training Centre is situated t he QARANC 
Museum, which has an immense amount of Museum 
items all relevant to the already mentioned history of 
the Corps, from Florence Night ingale t o the present day 
uniforms, campaign photographs and medals of past 
members of the Nursing Service, all valuable items. 

It became evident that t he Museum must be re
designed to improve its purpose and better t he 
presentation. Export advice was sought and proposals 
have been given which include structural changes, and a 
more suitable environmental condition for the 
conservation of items displayed. 

All past and present members of the A rmy Nursing 
Services are aware of their achievements and treasure 
the thought of their Museum be ing a credit to t he 
memory and dedication of all members who have upheld 
a rich tradition. 

With this in mind, the Museum Appeal w as launched in 
February 1975 by Brigadier H. Cattanach RRC QHNS, 
Matron in Chief and Di rector of Army Nursing Services. 

The target of £10,000 is needed and the donations 
from retired and serving QA's has reached nearly £4,000. 

THE QARANC HISTORICAL MUSEUM APPEAL 

A Cheque/ Postal Order for amount £ 
the above mentioned appeal is enclosed. 

for 

Signature .. ... .. ... .... .. . ... .. .. ... .... . .. . ..... .. ... . .•. .. ....•... ..• .. 

Rank ..... .. .. ..... .. ...•• . ... .. .•. ..•. ... ... ..• .. ... .. .. . ••.. .. .. ..... •... 

Name (Capital Letters) . .. •.. .• ... .. ..•.. .•.. .. .•... . .... .... .. .. ... 

Address ..••. .. . .................. ....... .. .. .. .. ... .... •.•.....•.. . ...... 

Cheque payable t o " QARANC MUSEUM APPEAL". 

Please send your donations direct to the Treasurer 
QARANC Museum, QARANC Regimental Headquarters, 
QARANC Training Centre, Royal Pavilion, Farnborough 
Road, Aldershot, GU1 1 1 PZ, Hants. 

L 
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REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS NEWS 

With the return of the Battalion from Foreign parts, 
RHQ has taken on a new lease of Life and for that 
matter the w hole of the North East. What with 
junketings and keeping in the Public Eye, the Regiment 
is flooding the country with Gordon Tartan much to the 
delight of all old comrades and the School children. 

The Battalion exercised our right to march through 
Aberdeen with bayonets f ixed and colours flying with 
a very impressive march down Union Street, the salute 
being taken by Lord Provost Lennox, but you will get a 
lot more details of this in our next issue, in fact t he 
Battalion is covering the whole of t he Regimental area in 
search of recruits and by reports t he reaction is pretty 
favourable. 

On the day of the march th rough Aberdeen the Town 
entertained the Battalion to Lunch in the Beach Ballroom 
and RHQ had the pleasure of laying on an h oc lunch for 
all the Officers wives and children. Th is was a very happy 
affair and it was great fun to see all the pretty girls for 
the first time since their weddings in many cases. Anna 
Peebles was present newly back from Pakistan with a very 
promising recruit for the Regiment and we hope that 
there will be more to foll ow. 

Congratulations are in order as a result of the New 
Year's ~onours list, t he Regiment did very well, Brigadier 
John S1mpson got a CBE, Christopher Van Der Noot an 
MBE, Neil Simpson of the 51st an OBE. Congratulations 
to them all for their well earned honours. 

It also appears to be the year of Eros, one or two of 
our young officers have been caught at last, and some of 
them have had a good run for their money. Congratulations 
to George Kennedy, Alistair Stewart and James Maitland 
Makgill Crichton on their approaching nuptials and we 
hope that they will all be very happy and also that the 
epidemic doesn't spread, or the wedding present fund 
will be under some strain. 

The monthly winter Dinner Parties at RHO have been 
a great success, we have managed t o entertain a number 
of local Dignitaries along w ith some of the old and bold 
and friends of the Regiment. Our resident Piper, Cpl 
Henderson, and Piper Warrander of the 51st Volunteers 
have acquitted themselves nobly on these occasions and 
also we have produced some budding Mess Waiters 
from the Recruiting Team. 

Talking about the Recruiting Team, the Dining Room 
here, when not cleared for the aforementioned Dinners 
usually looks like a Publishers Office and Despatch Ro~m 
combined, presided over by Arthur Heffren or S/ Sgt 
Donald, their volume of production has been awesome. 

On February 18th we were honoured with a visit by 
the new GOC Scotland, Lieutenant General Sir David 
Scott-Barret, he spent a very pleasant, for us, afternoon. 
We were most impressed by the very resplendent ADC 
who accompanied him; shades of the Ugly Duckling. 

Last September we had a very hectic visit from 
Commandant Carr O'Brien, "BUD" to everybody, of the 
Capetown High landers, he left us rather the worse for wear 
us not him, to visit Her Majesty at Balmoral. Intelligence ' 
reports tell us that he is now in a very warm spot in the 
Angolan Frontier, 100 plus in the shade and no shade, we 
expect a much slimmer gentleman next time he comes to 
see us. 

Also from the Capetown Highlanders is our latest 
young Officer w ho is being Commissioned on 6th March, 
David Peddle. his Father w ho is well known to us was a 
Colonel in the Artillery and well known in South African 
Caledonian circles as a Piper and Historian. He is coming 
over for David's passing out Parade and we hope to see 
him. 

The "Friday Club" is going from strength to strength 
and becoming quite an institution, but we would like to 
impress on all old Gordon Highlanders that we are 
delighted to see them anytime. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 

7 Best Street 
Ringwood 
Melbourne 
16th January 1976 

Enclosed you will find my annual subscription for 
1976. 

I will send a few details of myself which you may 
find interesting. 

. I was in the 2nd B~ Gordon Highlanders serving 
Wl~h them for 2 years 1_n Cawnpore, India and 2 years in 
C~1r_o, Egypt. Fr~~ Ca1ro we went to Belgium and France 
JOining the 7th D1v1sion. I was wounded at Laos in 
2~.9. 15 and after 1_ 0 m':mths i_n h?.spital was "Discharged 
With Wounds R_~e1ved m _Act1on. My regimental number 
was 9878. I enlisted at Pa1sley 8.11.1905. 1 arrived in 
Melbourne, Australia in October 1916. The war was still 
going on. I got married out here and have done very well 
in Australia. 

I ~m ~ow getting on in years, next February I will be 
entenng mto my 90th year and still enjoy good health. 

Yours very sincerely, 
W. R. Lawson. 

Dear Editor, 

A. M. Morrison 
31 Riverton Road 
E. Didsbury 
Manchester 20 
2nd November 1975 

My thanks to you for recalling to my memory of 
camping at Bridghaugh in 1925. I would, however, like 
to make one correction, in that it was the 2nd Bn who 
camped there, the 1st Bn were abroad at that time. The 
2nd Bn, commanded by Lt Col J. L. G. Burnett marched 
from ~ort G~rge to Aberdeen and back on a Recruiting 
Exerc1se, and 1t p roved to be a distinct success in that we 
had an excellent intake for t hat year. Lt Col Burnett 
later to become Major General Sir J. L . G. Burnett of Leys 
Bart DSO of Crathes Castle, Banchory and later still, to ' 
be Colonel of the Regiment. 

1! w~s my_ f~rst year as a soldier, or should I say "Boy 
Sold1er' as I JOined the 2nd Bn at Fort George in February 
of th~t year, and the march was my first real activity. 1 
was f1fteen years o~ age, and a Drummer Boy in the Pipe 
Band, and very thnlled to be marching the 367 miles 
with, as you ;;<'Y o ld sweats to me, as a great percentage 
of the Battalion were veterans of the 14/18 War. in fact 
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ROYAL 

SCOTLAND 

TELEPHONE: BANCHORY 2347 

OPENING HOURS FROM 11 a.m. TO 2 .30 p. m . AND 
5 p .m . TO 10 p .m . 

FOR ACCOMMODATION HOT AND COLD IN ALL 
BEDROOMS 

LUNCHES FROM 12.30 p .m . TO 1.30 p .m . 
AFTERNOON TEAS FROM 3 p.m. TO 4 p.m. 
HIGH TEAS 5. 15 p .m . TO 6.30 p .m . 

DANCING SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8 p .m . TO 11 p .m. 

BINGO TUESDAY, FRIDAY, SUNDAY - 7.30 p.m. 
WINTER MONTHS BRIDGE WEDNESDAY 7.30 p .m . 

ALSO TELEVISION LOUNGE - LARGE CAR PARK AT CLUB ENTRANCE 
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quite a number had only just returned from Occupation 
Duty in Germany. We would march approximately 18 
miles per day and always camp near or in a village, town 
or city. At the end of each day's march, I felt very 
deflated, as my army boots felt as though they weighed 
five pounds each, and my left leg very painful due to my 
side-drum rubbing on my thigh, but that all changed as 
we entered each town and we, the Pipe Band would 
strike up with the "Black Bear" which, as you might 
know has four silent bars, and you would hear the whole 
Battalion let out a roar and everybody in the Town etc. 
would know that the Ninety-Twa was coming like a 
marauding army. 

I shall never forget the day we finally marched into 
Aberdeen, the streets were packed with sightseers, and I 
felt six feet tall , chest out, beating my drum, like a hero 
returning from war, when suddenly I saw a woman 
pointing me out to her friends and saying, "What a bloody 
shame, making that wee laddie march with all these men". 
That did it, I burst out crying, and the Drum Major 
spotted me, and threatened to chop my head off when 
we arrived in camp. 

That was my first year as a Gordon Highlander and I 
went on to serve Twenty-Four years of wonderful travel 
through 37 countries, earning the first war medal on the 
Kyber Pass, on the N.W. Frontier of India in 1933. I retired 
in Germany 1948 whilst serving as Brigade Sgt Major to 
Major General The Lord Caithness, also a Gordon High· 
lander and also, later to become Colonel of the Regt. 

I have always received my copy of the Tiger & Sphinx, 
so am able to keep in touch with the regiment and there
fore able to see your letter on page 11 of Sep/Oct issue. 

Many thanks for recalling this incident, and I trust that 
the boys in your command have a very useful life ahead of 
them, and that they enjoy the wonderful chance to 
serve their country in any capacity. 

Yours very sincerely 
Adam M. Morrison 

Although this is not a letter, the Editor thought that 
it might interest readers, it is an essay by an 11 year old, 
written after a school visit to the Museum. 

"The Gordons Museum" 

We walked up the stairs and into the museum. It was 
a small one - yet it was crammed full of items both of 
interest and bravery. First place was the medals. There 
were hundreds of them, each and everyone carefully 
polished and shining. Who knows exactly what deeds of 

valour earned these tokens of. facto rum bonorum. A credit 
to the regiment as its nineteen Victoria Crosses - ·that 
must have taken a chunk out of the Crimean Cannons! 
And there's the man who was blinded in the Boer War, he 
got medals in that war, and in a later war. These he earned 
by going into the trenches and boosting the troops morale 
"Look at me lads, I'm blind but I'm still in the trenches! 
When you lot go over the top nab a couple for me". 

I walked into the other room- the larger of the two. 
There was an officer's Japanese samura i sword mounted on 
the wall. I discovered that in the handle was the warrior's 
family history, with his ancestors, his rank, name etc. As 
a sergeant adeptly put it- "When he's dead they pick 
him up and say, Oh that's ROOr wee Yakamoto" or some
thing like that. Then a hat caught my eye. It had two holes 
in it. Underneath it read that a soldier whilst on service 
in Northern Ireland received a bullet through his hat. 
Luckily he was unscathed. Along a bit was a collection 
of mostly tattered books. Here every person who had the 
honour of serving in the Gordons had his name and rank 
and other relative information stored. 

But my mind started to wander from it's physical 
surroundings and into the twilight afterglow of the 
regiment's recent past. The Gordons were in Cyprus at 
the time of the troubles there. This was the only time 
that they discarded (under protest?) their tradit ional 
headdress for the United Nation's Blue Beret. At this 
time a famous man w ith a Slavic sound ing name was in 
the regiment. One night stones were repeatedly thrown 
at his door and nearby windows. Tired of this he opened 
his door to investigate - or perhaps just to frighten · off 
the assailants. A shot rang through the air. The shotgun 
bullet ran true, Shortly afterwards he was dead. The 
murderers were AOKA terrorists, they are a pro-Greek 
organisation who want political unity with Greece. 

The regiment are at present serving in Singapore. This 
is their fourth tour in the East in twenty yea~s. My mind 
sauntered back to the museum - a hundred and eighty 
one years of glory and valour are stored within these two 
rooms, and I'm sure another hundred and eighty one 
will be added in the future. 

Stephen Black 

Editors Note 

The slavic name was BOGDANOWITCH who was attached 
to the Battalion. He was the holder of a George Cross which 
was bequeathed to the Regiment when he died. 

OBITUARY NOTICES 
Major (QM) Duncan Cameron CAMPBELL 

Duncan Campbell who died on 29th August 1975 
was a very well known Groden Higt)lander. He served 
almost continuously with the 1st Battalion from July 
1915, having added two years to his age on enlistment. 
He saw service in France, Army of The Black Sea, Malta, 
Turkey , India and Palestine. In December 1928 he was 
promoted WO Class I and appointed Regimental 
Sergeant Major. 

In December 1935 he was commissioned from RSM 
(WO I) 1st Battalion to Lieutenant (QM) in place of Major 
J Sutherland MBE, who had retired and left 2nd 
Battalion in Gibraltar on 2nd November 1935. 

He joined the 2nd Battalion in Gibraltar on 11th 
February 1936 and took up his duties as Quartermaster. 
Accompanied the Battalion on their short tour of duty 

in Egypt during the Italian/Abyssinia conflict. Moved 
with the Battalion to Singapore in 1937. 

On Major R. Fleming retiring as Quartermaster of the 
Regimental Depot in Aberdeen and being replaced by 
Captain J. E. Wilson from the 1st Battalion, he applied 
for a home posting on the grounds of his long spell of 
foreign service and this was approved by the War Office, 
so he was posted home to be Quartermaster of the 1st 
Battalion. 

He went to France with the 1st Battalion in 1939 
and was taken prisoner at St. Valery in 1940. On being 
released in 1945, he applied for the post of Quarter· 
master at No 9 Infantry Training Centre, Gordon Barracks, 
Aberdeen, but the War Office posted him on various 
ERE appointments until he retired. His last appointment 
was as an Instructor at the Admin School at Colchester. 
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TELEPHOnE ABERDEEn 22870 __ 

TOYLOn's DDT SDLOll 
FinE ART DEALERS · ARTISTS COLOURMEn 

,--- ----, BOOKSELLERS · HAnDICRAFT SPECIALISTS,--- ----, 
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Maj or Cecil Gordon HARPER, MBE, MRCS, LRCP 

Cecil Gordon Harper was born on 20th May 1893 and 
was studying medicine at L ondon Unviersity at the 
outbreak of the Great War. He was commissioned into the 
10th Battalion in November 1914 with wh ich he served 
as Transport Officer until wounded at Arras in 1917. 
After the war he received an Extended Service Commission, 
but due to family reasons had to retire in 1923 and 
complete his medical course. 

Between the wars he was in General Practice in the 
West Indies, Lincolnshire and Liverpool. Still on the 
Reserve of Regular Officers in 1939, he was recalled and 
sent once again to France, this t ime with No 33 Coy 
AMPC. For the evacuation of his Company from St. 
Malo in 1940 he was Mentioned in Despatches. 
Subsequently he was transferred to the RAMC and 
sailed in SS Otranto as Senior Medical Officer for six 
months. In 1942 he was posted to Burma as Regimental 
Medical Officer to 56th Anti Tank Regt RA and served 
through the campaigns for two years before being invalided 
back to India with pelagara and dysentry. The following 
year he returned to Burma for the closing stages of the 
War. After a number of post ings at home, which included 
command of an ambulance train, he commanded the 
British Military Hospital in Paris until i t closed dow n. 

When finally discharged f rom the Army he emigrated 
to A ustralia in 1949 and resumed General Practice. In 
1958 he was awarded the MBE for his part in the rescue of 
a helicopter crew who had crashed in mountainous 
country near Woolgoola, New South Wales. 

His retirement years were spent in Port Macquarie, 
where he died on 18th August 1975. 

2877922 ex Private John Jack SMITH 

John Jack Smith w ho died on 30th November 1975 
enlisted in The Gordon High landers TA in April1936, 
and was mobilized on 2nd September 1939. He served 
with the 1st Battalion in North Africa and North West 
Europe. He received a shrapnel wound in the head 
shortly after the Normandy Landings in June, 1944 and 
after discharge from Hospital, he was transferred to the 
Royal Pioneer Corps, being relegated toT A Reserve in 
August 1945. John Jack never fully recovered from the 
effects of the head wound, and had been unemployed 
for a number of years. 

Major Douglas J. Palmer MBE, MC, TO 

Douglas Palmer passed away in Barnsley on 11th 
January, 1976 at the age of 79. 

After he retired, he stayed on at his house in Aberdeen 
(he was a widower) but some years ago he moved to 
Barnsley where his married daughter lived. 

His long military career started in 1915 when he 
joined the Gordons and then saw service in France and 
Belguim in the First World War with the Machine Gun 
Corps. 

During the war, he was captured by the Germans, 
but managed to escape when sent out to collect German 
wounded. He hid below duck boards in a trench until 
the counter attack by the British came and he was able 
to rejoin his unit, thus being a Prisoner of War for one 
day. 

At the end of the war, he joined the 2nd Battalion in 
Fort George and made steady advancement in the ranks 
and in 1938 he w ent to the 4th Battalion as R.S.M. and 
shortly afterwards as Lieut and Quartermaster. He served 
with them until 1943 and took part in the 1940 cam paign 
which terminated with the Retreat to Dunkirk. 

Regimental History records - "At the end of August 
(1940) certain honours and awards won in the Dunkirk 
campaign were announced - the Mil i tary Cross to Captain 
and O.M. D. J. Palmer" 

I do not know for what particular act he received this 
award, but he did tell me on one occasion that one day 
during the Retreat to Dunkirk his road column was held 
up by a large bomb hole in the road, and seeing big gates 
at a nearby cemetery, he had them removed and laid 
over the hole and the column then proceeded on its way. 

From 1943 to 1946, he was Camp Commandant at 
1st Division Headquarters and served in Africa and 
Italy, On a visit to Rome, he had the honour of a 
meeting with t he Pope. 

In 1946, he became Quartermaster of the Middle 
East Training Centre in Palestine and held t his appoint
ment until 1950. His next appointment was to the 4th 
Battalion The Essex Regiment at IIford. Th.e next move 
was to the Scottish North East Cadet Force at Fonthill 
Barracks, Aberdeen, where he served from 1952 to 1962 
when he finally retired. 

He had a short spell as Manager of the Gordons Club 
in King Street, Aberdeen. 

His medals and decorations included:-
MBE; MC; TO; Long Service & G.C. Medal; British War 
Medal; Victory Medal; 1939/45 Star; Africa Star; Italy 
Star; British War Medal 1939/45; Palestine 1945/ 1948; 
and it was thought by many that he had more war medals 
for the 1939/45 War t han any other Gordon. 

He had a brother - Jack -who served in the Regiment 
from 1913 to 1934. 

Mr. William Norris CAMPBELL LRAM ARCM 

I first met Billy Campbell, as he was so affectionally 
know n, on board the Troopship b ringing t he 1st Battalion 
home from Haifa in December 1934, and I on my way to 
the Royal Military Schoo l of Music, Kneller Hall on a 
Student Bandmaster's Course. Little did I th ink that in 
less than four years I would be trying to fill his shoes as 
Bandmaster, as even f rom the lowly rank of a then· 
Unpaid Lance Corporal I realised the esteem and 
affection with which he was regarded by the Officers and 
All Ranks of the Battalion, plus the high standard of his 
musicianship and character as one of Nature's Gentleman. 

His " Handover" to me as a very young and in
experienced Bandmaster in September 1938 was a model 
of efficiency, kindness and understanding plus an alpha
betical handbook of "Do's and Don'ts" that I often 
referred to throughout my almost twenty years as Band
master in the Regiment. We corresponded regularly up 
to a week before he passed away qu ietly in his sleep on 
Sunday morning the 9th February. I have lost a very dear 
friend and the Regiment a good Gordon Highlander. 

Bandmaster at Harrow School f or 23 years, Mr. 
Williams Norris Campbell of 46 East Court, North Wembley, 
died on February 9th. He was 87. 

Mr. Campbell began his musical career in 1898 as a 
chorister near Kilmarnock. At 14 he became oboist in the 
Royal Scots Fusiliers, was transferred to the Scots Guards 
Band, and in 1918 he received the Worshipful Company 
of Musicians' Silver Medal as student of year at the Royal 
Military School of Music at Kneller Hall. 

Mr. Campbell spent 14 years in the Middle and Far 
East as bandmaster of the 1st Battalion, The Gordon 
Highlanders, gaining t he L.R.A.M. and A. R.C.M. as a 
solo performer. He took the band to exhibitions in 
Brussels, Paris and Johannesburg, and he was awarded 
the Silver Medal of the Royal Victorian Order for personal 
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services to King George VI. 
His arrival on the staff of Harrow School in 1938 

after 37 years with the Army coincided with the suspension 
of the cadet corps band. 

As bandmaster at the school, Mr. Campbell was a 
teacher, librarian, clerk and custodian of the Music 
School. His teaching, outstanding on the oboe, also 
produced many fine players of other instruments. He 
retired in 1961 at the age of 74. 

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell moved to Worthing in 1962, 
and on Mrs. Campbell's death in 1970, he returned to 
live with his son and daughter-in-law in Wembley. 

Mr. J . J. HYLAND MM. 

The death took place in Hackney Hospital, London 
on 15th Feb 1976 of Mr. (ex Pte) J. J. Hyland MM. 

He joined the Royal lnniskilling Fusiliers at the out
break of the 1939/ 45 War, and in 1942 transferred to the 
1st Gordons as a reinforcement. Later he was awarded 
the MM for an act of sustained bravery at the battle of 
Sferro, wh ich is recorded in Volume V of the Regimental 
history at pps 211 & 216. He was discharged (on medical 
grounds) in 1944. 

He had not enjoyed good health for some years, and 
had been in hospital for several months. 

We offer our sympathy to his widow, Mrs. Mary 
Hyland, 7 Milford Court, Leatherhead Close, London N.16. 
Mr. W. H. SPALDING 

Mr. W. Spalding, ex Pte 2866822 died in Malta GC on 
9th February 1976 aged 78. He joined the regiment in 
April 1919 and served w ith the 1st Bn in Malta, Turkey and 
India. On his discharge in February 1927, he returned to 
Malta where he married and settled. 

For a time he was employed as a watchman with the 
RASC and in the 1939/45 War, served in the Royal Malta 
Regiment. He maintained his connection with our 
regiment right up to his death, and was visited in Malta 
in 1972 by Lt Col AT C Brown, who was then serving 
on the island. 

We offer our sympathy to his widow and family at 
150 Two Gates Street, Malta GC. 

Major W. B. SHEARER MC TD. 
Major Beaton Shearer died in Hospital in Aberdeen on 

Christmas Eve 1975. 
A native of Cullen, he joined the 6th (Banffshire) 

Battalion TA pre-War, and on their mobilisation 
proceeded to France with the unit. On the fall of France, 
he took part in the evacuation via Dunkirk. Later he was 
attached to the Indian Army, being posted to the 4/ 1 Oth 
(Princess Mary's Own) Gurkha Rifles. In the fighting at 
Ukhrul near lmphal, he was awarded the Military Cross 
in May 1944. At the conclusion of the Burma Campaign, 
he returned to Scottish Command where for a period he 
was employed as Education and resettlement officer 
prior to his own demobilisaton. On the reactivation of the 
Territorial Army he joined t he 4/7th Gordons TA 
serving till 1964, when he retired from theTA with the 
Territorial Decoration. 

In his civilian post -war career he was in business with 
Messrs. Whitehead's (Builders Merchants) first at Keith 
and latterly at Aberdeen, where he took up residence at 
77 Beechgrove Terrace. 

His funeral at Aberdeen was largely attended by 
representatives from the T A and also from the Brigade 
of Gurkhas. 

He is survived by his wife Betty and two daughters, 
to whom we offer our sympathy. 

Mr Alex IRONSIDE 

The death took place in hospital in Nairn in February 
1976 of the last known Regimental survivor of the siege 
of Ladysmith, ex Pte (7651) Alex Ironside, Mr. Ironside 
joined the 2nd Bn in 1900 and served throughout the 
campaign with that Battalion. On the conclusion of the 
Boer War he returned to India with the Battalion and 
took part in the great Imperial Durbar at Kelhi in 1911. In 
1912, he was one of a party of details attached to the 
Abor Field Force, N E Frontier of India. He went to 
reserve in 1912, and in 1914was recalled to the 1st Bn 
taking part in the retreat from Mons, where he was taken 
prisoner-of-war. On his release, he was discharged in 
1919.1n the 1935/45 War he served again in uniform, 
as a transport Corporal in the Inverness-shire Battalion 
of the Home Guard. He returned to his civilian occupation 
as a lorry driver, retiring in 1954. A widower he latterly 
resided with his daughter Mrs. J. Gillies, 43 High Street, 
Ardersier. His son-in-law Mr. Gillies is also an ex Gordon, 
having served with the 6th Bn in the B. E. F. 1939/40 and 
at Dunkirk. 

His f uneral at Ardersier on 7th February was attended 
by a representative party from the 1st Battalion under 
the command of Lt N J Sutton, and consisting of a 
sergeant, bugler and piper. 

He was the only 2nd Bn survivor of a dwindling band 
of Boer War Veterans of whom (at the time of writing) 
only 2 remain, both from the 1st Bn. 

We offer our sympathy to his daughter, Mrs. J. Gillies 
who looked after him so well in his declining years. 

2874273 ex Sgt H. J . FIDO 

Mr. H. J. Fido died in Aberdeen on August 25th 
1975 aged 61 . 

He joined the Regiment in May 1929 and served till 
January 1946. His service was mainly with the 1st 
Battalion, covering postings to India, Palestine, Egypt 
and home. He went to North Africa with the reformed 
1st Battalion and was severely wounded at El Alamein, 
which led to his discharge on medical grounds in 1946. 

In his post-service civilian life, he worked for The 
Regular Forces Employment Association in Aberdeen, 
and then joined the Inland Revenue, f rom whence he 
retired in May 1974. Originally a drummer in the 1st 
Battalion, he taught drumming for many years to the 
young members of the Aberdeen Lads Club. 

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Mary Fido, 105 
Oscar Road, Torry, Aberdeen and three daughters, to 
whom we offer our sympathy. His funeral in Aberdeen 
was very largely attended by many ex Gordons, and the 
Regiment was represented by Colour Sergeant W. Donald, 
Regimental Recruiting Team. 

ex Pipe Major George CRUICKSHANK 

Mr. George Cruickshank died at his home, 39 
Cloverfield Gardens, Bucksburn, Aberdeenshire in 
January, aged 76. 

He was with the Pipe Band of the 5/7th Gordons (TA) 
for 21 years, latterly as Pipe Major pre 1939. In 1940 he 
became Pipe Major at the Depot {later 9 I.T.C.) f rom 
1940 till t he close of hostilities. 

On his return to civilian life he raised and founded the 
Bucksburn and District Pipe Band w hich became justly 
famous, both at home and overseas. He normally played 
as a piper-i nstructor in this Band and modestly did not 
assume the duties of Pipe Major, leaving those to a 
younger man. A well known composer, one of his better 
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known compositions is that use9 as a signature tune by 
the Bon-Accord Lad ies Pipe Band. His service to piping 
in t he North East were considerabl e and freely given. His 
oldest son, Donald, is a member of the Bucksburn Band 
and his other son, Will iam, is Pipe Major of t he New 
Plymouth Pipe Band in New Zealand. 

A widower, he is survived by his two sons and two 
daughters. 

Mr. R. CARRUTHERS 

Mr. R. Carruthers (Ex WOII ) died in Aberdeen in 
January 1976. He joined the Regiment in Germany in 
1945 and h is active service incl uded Korea (att. 1 BW), 
Malaya and Borneo. He served for a t ime with the K.A.R. 
and with t heTA as a PSI at Bucksburn. He cl osed his 22 
years service attached to the Recruiting Staff in 
Banffshire. 

On his d ischarge, he obtained an appo intment w ith HM 
Customs & Excise, Bonded Warehouses, A berdeen, where 
he was working at the time of his death. 

He is survived by his wife and daughter at 99 Union 
Grove, Aberdeen to whom we offer our sympathy. 

Mr. Frank DUNN 

Mr. Frank Dunn, for many years a noted Greenock 
licensee, has died at the age of 91 . Mr. Dunn w ho 
retired j ust over three years ago, spent much ~f his time 
furthering the interests of the Greenock and District 
L.T.A. of which he was a di rector for about 20 years. 

A native of Aberdeenshire, Dr. Dunn as a teenager 
served in India with the 2nd Bn The Gordon Highlanders. 
On coming out of uniform, he worked as a barman in 
Paisley before going to Greenock, where he served with 
the late Mr. George Shearer, whose premised were in A nn 
Street. Then w ith the outbreak of the 1914-18 War, Mr. 
Dunn was once more in the uniform of The Gordon 
H ighlanders. 

Hostilities over, Mr. Dunn entered the trade for 
himself i n Greenock , f irst in Sir Michael Street where 
he wa~ for 20 years, and later in High Street, w'here his 
establishment was called the Gordon. 

He is survived by two sons and two daughters. 

ARTICLES 
HOLT'S - THE ARMY AGENTS- AT 
LAWRIE HOUSE, FARNBOROUGH 

In performing the opening ceremony at L awrie House, 
Farnborough , the Mayor of Rushmoor inaugurated t he 
f irst new branch of Holt's- the Services Branch of 
Williams & Glyn's Bank - in its 167 year ex istence. 
During those y ears, Holt's has grown from being A rmy 
Agents to the 1st Regiment of Foot to bankers for twenty· 
one Regiments and Corps, including, of course, t he 
Gordon High landers. As the 92nd Regiment of Foot 
the Gordon H ighlanders came into t he Agency of Lawrie 
& Son in 1855; it was in 1884 that Lawrie & Son merged 
with Holt & Co. 

T he early years of the nineteenth centu ry were fearful 
ones for the English. Revol utionary armies of defence 
became imperialist armies of aggression, England faced 
the th reat of a French invasion and began to expand its 
army. Responsibility for administration had been 
concentrated in the Regimental Colonel and indeed 
recruiting, training and equipping were still largely his 
responsibility. To help him with the paperwork he had 
his Regimental Agent. By the time of the French wars, 
however, the Agent had developed from his earlier role 
as the Colonel's link with Parliament, wringing from it such 
money as he could to reimburse the Colonel's own outlay. 
Now, he was far more the banker to the individual 
Regimental Officers, as well as to the Regiment. 

It is against this background that we can trace the 
early history of Holt's, and running through it is the 
strong thread of family tradition, linking as it does the 
three families whose names remain prominent today 
Holt, Kirkland and Lawrie. 

It was in 1809 that William Kirkland started his 
business as Army Agent- for the 1st Foot- from premises 
in St. James. In 1815 he was succeeded by Nugent Kirk· 
land whose experience as Paymaster in Ireland for the 
23rd Dragoons had brought him into contact with 
civilian agents- and, probably , the discovery that t he 
business was decidedly profitable. In 1822, t h ree years 

before he retired, he was joined by his nephew, John. 
John, born in 1796, was the nephew of the famous 

Canadian explorer Sir Alexander Mackenzie. As early as 
18 18 he had been appointed by the Duke of Kent as the 
agent for his Regiment, and in 1824 Lord Palmerston 
appointed John K irkland General Agent for the War 
Department. On t he aboli t ion of the Off ices of King's 
Agents for Colonial Corps on the Army establishment a 
few years later, he conducted all the business connected 
w ith local Corps in Malta, Canada, Ceylon, St. Helena ' 
and Africa. He was knighted in 1838. 

In 1863, Vesey Holt, wh o was related to Sir John 
Kirkland by Marriage, joined him in partnership. On Sir 
John's death in 1871, the name of the business w as 
changed to V. W. Holt & Co. 

T he next landmark occurred in 1844 when the Lawrie 
family of Edinburgh joined the Company and it became 
known as Holt, Lawrie & Co. The name was changed 
again in 1891 to Holt & Co. - and so it remained until 
the amalgamation with Glyn, Mills & Co. in 1923. 

1930 saw the move to Kirkland House in Whitehall 
and 1970 the merger of Glyn, Mills with Williams Deacon's 
and The National Bank to form Williams & Glyn's Bank 
Ltd. 

The continual growth of business- both military 
and civilian - now necessitates more space, and it is for 
this reason that Holt's have opened Lawrie House - a 
splendid new building with four spacious storeys and a 
large car park for customers. It faces down Queensmead 
and is a 'twin' branch to Kirkland House. This means that 
a customer of L awrie House may discuss financial 
matters or do business at Kirkland Hosue without undue 
difficulty. Similarly, customers of Kirkland House will 
always be welcomed at Lawrie House. To facilitate 
such interchange, a computer facsimile link-up has been 
installed between the two branches for rapid communication. 

The addition of Lawrie House therefore strength· 
ens the services which over the years Holt's has given to 
the armed forces particularly to those working in "The 
Home of the British Army". 
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AN OLD SOLDIER RETIRES FOR A SECOND TIME 

Major A (Sandy) Gordon MBE "GROPI" to all 2nd 
Battalion worthies who knew him in Egypt in 1935, after 
the local ice cream wallah, has for many years been Mine 
Host at the South Esk Inn, Montrose, which was a focal 
point for all Gordon Highlanders in the Black Watch 
country, he was and still is a frequent and welcome visitor 
to RHO. On 26th August last year he decided to retire 
for a second time and presumably for good, although I 

don't believe it. All of his customers and as far as I can 
gather most of Montrose gave him a farewell party in the 
Park Hotel, Montrose. Pipe Major Kerr attended to give 
enough noise to the party and if reports are to be 
believed a good time was had by all. We wish Sandy and 
his wife many happy twilight years and expect him to be 
an even more frequent visitor to RHO. I saw him at the 
Battalion March past at the Music Hall and he was full of 
praise for the Parade, and said that it made him proud. 

Major & Mrs. Sandy Gordon being piped into their Farewell Party by Pipe Major Kerr. 

FOUNDERS DAY 

A newspaper report on last year's Founders Day at the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea. 

Pensioners Parade. The Chelsea pensioners today prepared 
a spit-and-polish welcome for the Queen. 

Out came thousands of shining medals- £100 worth of 
strawberries- for this afternoon's Royal visit, which 
marks the old soldiers' Founder's Day celebrations. 

Shoes sparkled as the veterans - more used to "boning 

By Courtesy of Mr. Clark, Laurencekirk. 

up" their army boots- got to work with spray polish. 
Pensioners Corporal Jan Arnum, 68, a colour sergeant 

in the Gordon Highlanders for 25 years said: "I'll be 
carrying a drum today. I've spent an hour cleaning up 
the webbing with white shoe spray. You can't get blanco 
now". Corporal Arnum - he served in France and West 
Africa added: "It's a great occasion for us. We're very 
proud the Queen is coming". 

In the halls of residence of the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea, pensioners hung out their distinctive scarlet 
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walking-out coats and black tricon ceremonial hats. 
Outside were marquees for a salad feast with straw

berries and cream for the 300 veterans, their guests and 
the Royal visitors. 

And RSM Leslie Lamb commented: "The men always 
make themselves very presentable". He added: "This is 
the first time a monarch has visited the Founder's Day 
twice". 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM- SIAM 
by 

Major A. M. Cumming 

A holiday in Thailand during a break from the 
Malaysian Armed Forces Staff College could not have been 
complete without attempting to see as much of the remains 
of the Siam - Burma Railway as possible and to visit the 
Cemetries. A chapter of accidents in fact left us with all 
too little time to do more than take some hurried photo
graphs and to stand still for a while and try to conjure 
up some of the atmosphere that prevailed more than 
thirty years ago. 

We arrived in Bangkok in considerably more comfort 
and style than was the experience of the labour forces 
sent from Singapore and Changi Gaol. The train stops 
briefly at Bang Po as it used to in 1942, and the line 
branches off from this bustling junction towards the 
west and eventually to a point rather shorter of the 
Burmese border than it was originally constructed. A few 
days later we arrived, after more leisurely activities in the 
city , at Kanchanaburi by bus. The impending ~rriv~l of 
the train from Nam Tok over the Tamakan Bndge m a 
few minutes forced our guide to hurry us through the 
cemetry where more than 7000 Allied POWs are buried. 
It is an impressive and beautiful place as one has learnt 
to expect of all cemetries maintained by the War Graves 
Commission, but I had time to find and photograph t~e 
head-stones of the graves of 2876853 Pte W. M. Menn1e 
and 2885220 Pte A. M. Anderson, both of whom died in 
1943. 

\'AR CfMfii U .. ,, 

The entrance to KAN CHANA BURl WAR CEMETERY 

We were sped past the Japanese Memorial, an ill-kempt, 
incongruous pink stone slab, qu ite unostentatious and,_ 
1 felt not entirely out of place, t o d raw up at a collect1on 
of re~aurants and curio shops at the bridge over the 
River Maeklong, or, as it is now known, the River Kwai 

Yai at the non-existent village of Tamakan. The train 
puffed past a short while later, the passengers leaning 
out to watch the strange collection of tourists. We 
walked the length of the bridge in silence. Where the 
repairs were made after it was destroyed by ~llied . . 
bombing in 1944 is impossible to see, but qu1te plam IS 

the site of the old wooden construction that was pulled 
down by the Thai Government after the war. At the 
eastern approach to the bridge there is an old steam 
engine and a converted light truck with a string of box 
cars, a reminder of the more successful aspect of the 
project. 

After some considerable difficulty I managed to hire 
a river taxi and persuade 50% of the bus party to accompany 
me on the fifteen minute trip down the Kwai Yai and 
up the Kwai Noi to visit the cer_netry at Chu~akai._ Two 
Dutch ladies, two Italians, a Fmt War Canad1an p1lot, 
two British hippies, and Hilary and I took off, With our 
bus guide stamping on the jetty (his schedule by now 
lying in ruins), for the site of one on the largest railway 
camps used during those dark days of 1942 and 1943. 
Teak rafts lay tied to the river banks, their attendants 
fast asleep aboard just as they probably were thirty years ago . 
The October sky was overcast and oppressive. Round 
the bend in the river appeared, to the south, a protuberant 
limestone outcrop, perhaps the only landmark that 
many ex-POWs may remember, and opposite on the 
northern bank lies the smal l jetty that serves visitors to 
the cemetry. 

If Kanchanaburi is impressive, Chungkai is awe
inspiring. The air is perfectly still but the birds sing 
and the flame trees flower. The buildings are of yellow 
sandstone, quite simple and clean. About 1,700 lie . 
buried here, each grave carefully tended by the Tha1 
custodian and his gardeners. Beneath the cross at the far 
e nd of the lawn are the graves of two Gordon SNCOs, 
whose names we carefully wrote down but which 
subsequently we lost. It was almost, but not q uite, 
impossible to imagine what life, such as it was, would, 
have been I ike. My father and godfather, both from the 
2nd Battalion of the Malay Regiment, spent a considerable 
time there with the 2nd Battalion and something of the 
deprevations and suffering that they all endured has stuck 
in my mind and can of course now, with so many books 
about those years available, be pictured so vividly . Again 
1 took as many photographs of the graves as I could, some 
of them are reproduced here. Ptes. Findlay, Kennedy, 
Angus, Brooks, Chisholm and Varley were those that I 
found. 

We left reluctantly half an hour later, satisfied though 
that we had been able to pay respects on behalf of the 
Regiment to those who, with many others elsewhere had 
life taken away in their prime, but without a weapon in 
their hands. 

Our by-now furious guide gave me, the perpetrator 
of this unseemly diversion, an incomprehensible dressing 
down and unceremoniously bundled us into the coach. 
We made a brief stop at the tallest chedi in South East 
Asia at Nakom Pathom, the site of another very large 
camp in the mid 1940's, and came through Nom Pladuk 
where the Allied hospital was eventually built in late 
1943, to care for the thousands of injured and emaciated 
POWs who survived the Japanese Speedo campaigns to 
drive the line through to Three Pagoda Pass on the Burmese 
border. 

As the stone at Chungkai says: "Their Name Liveth 
For Evermore" . 
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LOCATION OF GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

Brigadier J J H Simpson CBE 

Colonel D H W Brown MC 

Colonel R C B 
Chancellor MB E 

Colonel 
J R A MacMillan OBE 

Lieutenant Colonel 
ATC Brown 

Lieutenant Colonel 
P W Graham MBE 

Lieutenant Colonel 
J Neish 

Lieutenant Colonel 
R A Nickson MC 

Lieutenant Colonel 
D G B Saunders 

Lieutenant Colonel 
R D L Smart 

Major D M H Du Boulay 
Major A M Cumming 
Major T H G Duke 
Major A W Duncan 
Major J T D Durbin MBE 

Major R S Fawcus 
Major D M Napier 
Major R D Ord 
Major N F M Oxley 
Major G H Peebles 
Major Sir P B Redwood Bt 

(KOSB) 
Major I McK Robertson 
Major R C I Robinson 

Major A N Mel Scott MBE 
Major J R Urquhart 
Major C H Van Der Noot 

MBE 
Major W D R West 
Major D H White 
Captain I D W Chant-Sempill 
Captain E J T Coggle 
Captain A I 0 Forbes 
Captain (OM) R S Hay 

MBE BEM 
Captain A Heffren 
Captain A D MacDonald-Haig 
Captain A I G Kennedy 

Captain J G Kerr MA 
Captain K I H Lumsden 
Captain R A Lamb 
Captain C E Price 
Captain M N 8 N Ross 

National Defence College, 
New Delhi 

Scottish I nf Depot 
(Giencorse) (HS) -
Defence Attache Rome 
June 76 

HQ Scotland 1 June 76 

MOD (Army) London 

RCB Westbury 

1 Gordons 
HQ UKLF Att HQ South 

West District 

HQ Berlin lnf Bde 
GSOI RCDS, Belgrave 

Square, London 

Att RARDE 
HQ Scottish Division 
1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
Scottish lnf Depot 

(Giencorsel (HSI 
HQ ACC Centre 
Staff Coll ege Camberley 
1 Gordons 
HQ Lowlands 
1 Gordons 

1 Gordons 
Att MOD (AODO) 
Scottish I nf Depot 

(Bridge of Don) 
3/51 (H) Vols 
HQ 5 Airportable Brigade 

1 Gordons 
22SAS 
1 Gordons 
ADC to GOC Scotland 
HQ 24 Airportable Brigade 
1 Gordons 

1 Gordons 
RRT 1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
Royal Military College 

of Science 
HQ 3 lnf Bde 
22 Cadet Trg Team 
1 Gordons 
2/51 H Vols 
1 Gordons 

Captain L 0 Rhodes 
Captain I F Stewart 
Captain J M W Stenhouse 
Captain R D Strachan MBE 
Captain M F Smith 
Captain M P Taitt 

Captain (QM) C D Thew 
Lieutenant D L Connon 
Lieutenant A J M Duncan 
Lieutenant R Greenhowe 
Lieutenant J B Hutton 
Lieutenant S C MacDonald 
Lieutenant A J Maitland-

Makgill-Crichton 
Lieutenant A N Stewart 

Lieutenant M Stuart 
Lieutenant N J Sutton 
Lieutenant W R P Wallace 
2/ Lieutenant K G Legge 
2/Lieutenant D N Broadfoot 
2/Lieutenant E D J Chalmers 
2/ Lieutenant G A Irvine-

1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
RMAS 
1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
Scottish I nf Depot 

(Bridge of Don) 
UDF Sharjah 
1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
RAC Centre, Bovington 

1 Gordons 
Scottish lnf Depot 

(Giencorse) 
82 Army Youth T eam 
1 Gordons 
1 Grodons 
1 Gordons 
1 Gordons 
I J LB Shorncl iffe 

Fortescue 1 Gordons 
2/Lieutenant P L W Whiteside 1 Gordons 
2/ Lieutenant D A Peddle 1 Gordons 

GAZETTE 

Regular Army 

The undermentioned 2nd Lts are confirmed in the 
commissions of 8 Mar 75 wef 9 Aug 75:-
Reg Commission 

K G Legge (499740) Gordons 
Special Regular Commission 

D N Broadfoot (499589) Gordons 
The undermentioned 2nd Lts to beLts 10 Nov 75:-

A J Maitland-Makgiii-Crichton (496848) Gordons 
The undermentioned Lt Cols to be Cols 31 Dec 75 with 
seniority 30 June 75:-

D H W Brown MC (364119) From Gordons 
J R A MacMillan OBE (431870) From Gordons 

The undermentioned Majs to be Lt Cols 31 Dec 75 with 
seniority to 30 June 75:-

R D L Smart (403023) Gordons 
The undermentioned Capts to be Majs 31 Dec 75: -

D M Napier (476591) Gordons 
Maj M L Dunbar MBE (112919) Gordons retired pay 
3 Jan 76. 
TAVR 

Col Kenneth Mowbray Burnett, TO TAVR is appointed 
Honorary Colonel, 3 Bn 51 Highland Volunteers, 
TAVR 1 Apr 75 in a new appointment. 

I 
r 
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1st BATTILION NOTES 

EDITORIAL 

The ach ievements of the last two years are fading 
like the memories of Singapore sunshine as the Battalion 
works to prepare itself for Spearhead and to recruit in the 
Regimental Area. 

Although our tour in Singapore is behind us, the lessons 
learnt are sti ll fresh. Apart from the sad distinction of 
being the last Battalion to serve there and the loss of 
overseas allowance, which raised everyone's living 
standards, there are many less tangible assets. 

Training in the Malaysian jungle developed the character 
of the young soldier and the quality of his leaders. The 
boys who left Scotland to join the Battalion have become 
men. Their self discipline and self confidence has increased 
immeasurably and their increased adaptability will help 
them in any task they are called upon to pursue . 

• Perhaps these qualities are best brought out by the 
relationship with First Battalion of the Royal New 
Zealand Infantry Regiment. At first these seasoned jungle 
warriors seemed matchless ogres as opponents on exercise 
and sports field. Confidence came with increased skills 
and eventually we were their match and more in the jungle 
and their equal and better in many sports. Competition 
became friendly and the Battalions were united by a bond 
of comradeship and understanding that will be stronger 
than many official and traditional alliances between 
Regiments. 

A major advantage in Singapore was the limited number 
of outside commitments. Th is allowed the Battalion to 
concentrate on constructive training both in military and 
sporting fields. Not only was jungle training undertaken 
when it fi tted company and Battalion programmes but 
considerable time was devoted to skill at arms, signals, 
tactics, driving and medical cadres. The Battal ion is now 
well trianed. 

The admirable facilities and the superb weather allowed 
the majority of soldiers the opportunity of taking up many 
pastimes ranging from customary sports to water skiing, 
Go Karting, free fall parachuting and deep sea fishing. 
Often unknown talents were developed and the high 
standards are reflected in the awards of sports colours 
shown elsewhere in these notes. 

The w ives played a full part in the life of the Battalion. 
They had two j ungle exercises (with perimeters marked 
with pink string). They were welcome supporters on so 
many occasions. In particular they gave active support to 
local charities sponsored by the Battalion. 

The final hand-over of Nee Soon Barracks to the 
Singapore Armed Forces was a nostalgic occasion re
calling not only the last and other tours by this Reg iment 
but also the many British Regiments who had served in 

" those Barracks since they were built in 1939. 
The aims for our immediate future are clear and 

challenging; following Spearhead and recruiting we must 
prepare for our tour in Northern Ireland. The variety of 
tasks will mean a hard working reintroduction to 
European soldiering but wi ll provide interesting and 
purposeful training. We are fortunate that our tour in 
the Far East has done so much to develop the confidence 
and self reliance which will form the basis of future 
successes. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL D G B SAUNDERS 

By the time these notes are in print Lieutenant 
Colonel David Saunders will have left us for his appoint-

ment as a member of The Directing Staff at the Royal 
College of Defence Studies. 

No one could have been better fitted to command the 
Battalion in Singapore. His experience as a Platoon 
Commander during the Emergency in Malaya and later 
as a Company Commander in Borneo gave him an 
unparallelled knowledge of jungle warfare. 

His concern for the welfare of the soldiers and their 
families was paramount and in this he was so ably 
helped by his wife. 

Few Commanding Officers could have played squash, 
tennis, cricket and hockey for their Battalions: none 
could have been more generous hosts. 

We wish Colonel Saunders and his family every success 
in the future. 

Lieutenant Colonel O_G,B. Saunders 
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MAJOR C. H . VAN DER NOOT M . B.E. 

Bridge Restaurants 
[Aberdeen] Ltd. 
18 BRIDGE STREET, ABERDEEN 

WHY NOT CALL AND ENJOY A MEAL IN OUR 
WIMPY BARS 

CALL AT OUR BRANCHES IN ABERDEEN 
AND ELGIN 

WIMPY BARS: 
18 BRIDGE STREET, ABERDEEN 29623 
26 LOCH STREET, ABERDEEN 29623 
31 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 54621 

165 HIGH STREET, ELGIN 2058 
GOLDEN EGG (Licensed) RESTAURANT 

10 BRIDGE STREET, ABERDEEN 28878 

(Hours 
( .. 
( " 
( " 

( " 

9.00 a.m. to 11 .00 p.m.) 

9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.) Not Sunday 

9.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m.) 

9.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m .) 

10.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m.) 



TIGER AND SPHINX 21 

MAJOR C H VANDER NOOT MBE 24166072 Lcpl Armour- Daughter born Angela 

It is with great pleasure and satisfaction that we on 25 Mar 74 

record the award to Major Christopher Van der Noot of 24313732 Pte Whittet- Daughter born Kym on 

the MBE in the 1976 New Year's Honours list. 19Feb75 
24327095 Pte Morgan - Son born Owen Joseph 

Major Vander Noot joined the Regiment in 1959. on 2 July 74 
He has served with the 1st Battalion in every overseas 24117475 Cpl McMillan - Son born Anthony Scott 
posting since 1959, except Cyprus in 1971, including on 12 Nov 74 
Northern Ireland where he was mentioned in despatches. Daughter born Tracy Angela on 
His Regimental duty was latterly interspersed with tours 12 Nov 74 
on the Staf.f. His award of the MBE is due to his 24042384 Lcpl Merchant- Son born Alan William 

... application and dedicated hard work during his last on 18 Dec 74 
Staff appointment with the Directorate of Army 24288574 Pte Forbes- Son born David Brown 
Training. on 4 Mar 74 

Major Vander Noot is now serving with the 1st 24313565 Pte Reid- Daughter born Tammy 
Battalion as Recruiting, Re-settlement and Public Margaret on 27 Feb 75 
Relations Officer. He is due to take over as Second-in- 24265235 Pte McNeil - Son born Leye on 13 
Command later in 1976. Our best wishes and hearty Apr75 
congratulations also go to his wife Julia and his family. 24008736 Sgt Schroder - Daughter born Karen 

Margaret on 21 May 72 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL P W GRAHAM MBE 
24265843 Pte McLeod - Daughter born Angela 

on 24 Mar 73 
We extend a warm welcome to the new Commanding 24095034 Lcpl Roy- Son Born James Duncan 

Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Peter Graham MBE and to Thomas on 21 July 75 
his family. Like Lieutenant Colonel Saunders his previous 24111051 Pte McPetrie- Daughter born Lynda 
experience is ideally suited to the Battalion's role. He Anne on 26 June 75 
has an extensive knowledge of Belfast which he gained 24265843 Pte McLeod - Daughter born Alison 
as Btigade Major of 39 Infantry Brigade and as a Battalion ori 9 Aug 75 
Second-in-Command in Andersonstown. His experience 24313739 Pte Mitchell - Daughter born Jennifer 
of places and personalities will be invaluable during the Ellaine on 20 Aug 75 
forthcoming tour. 24153624 Pte Gemmell - Son born Alexander 

He is one of the few officers with the distinction of on 21 July 75 
having held the appointments of Adjutant, Second-in- 24313906 Pte Ptolomey- Son born Alexander 
Command and Commanding Officer of The 1st Battalion. on 30 Aug 75 
Apart from Northern Ireland he has served in BAOR, 24327.261 Pte Kessack - Son born Steven Michael 
Kenya, Borneo, where he was mentioned in despatches. on 10 Sep 75 
He later attended the Australian Staff College. 24084688 Pte Rettie- Daughter Born .Lesley 

on 11 Sep 75 
24122217 Cpl Taylor- Son born William John 

OBITUARY OF on 16 Nov 72 
PTE ALAN JAMES DONALD 24049956 Sgt Low- Son born Colin on 

It is with deep regret that we must record t he untimely 
17Sep75 

24288772 Pte Summers- Daughter born Diane death of Alan Donald. After serving as a Junior Trades- Elizabeth on 9 Oct 75 man at Troon, he joined the Battal ion in May 1974 and 23716299 Lcpl Grant- Daughter born Louise on immediately established himself as a popular, hard working 
and dependable Gordon H ighlander. In 12 Platoon he 24 Sep 75 

became Section Gunner, before being appointed A Com-
23977892 Sgt Henderson - Son born Mark on 

5 Oct 75 pany's second driver. His abilities were confirmed in this 24153667 Pte Rugg- Daughter born Eileen on position, where his ready smile and equable good humour 
21 Nov 75 never fai led to show. 

24298543 Pte Brand - Son born Derek on 
Off duty he was a friend to all, and in his quiet, 3 May 75 

cheerful way, an example too. 24265354 Pte Craig- Daughter born Jacqueline 
A "big man" in every way he reached the Semi- on 25 Nov 75 

Final s of the Battalion Badminton Championships 
and represented the Company at the Shot-Putt last year. 

The Battalion, and A Company in particular, send MARRiAGES 
their deepest condolences to Mr .. and Mrs. Donald and 

24254543 Pte Allan- Married Miss Zakiah Binte their family in Banff, on the loss of their son and a good 
Gordon Highlander. Ibrahim at Singapore on 22 Sep 75 

24327268 Pte Simpson - Married Miss Aminah 

BIRTHS Kaderaly at Singapore on 28 Oct 75 
24225598 Cpl Brown - Married Miss Jane 

24313899 Pte MacDonald - Son born John-Paul Margaret Alcock at Singapore on 
on 21 Sep 71 180ct75 

23716299 Bdsm Grant- Son born Steven Lee 
on 27 Dec 72 

24022919 Lcpl Langley - Son born A ndrew John DEATHS 
on 8 July 75 

24178254 Pte Wood - Son born Jason on 24260731 Pte Donald - Died at Strichen on 
9 Sep 73 22 Nov 75 
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NOTABLE COURSE RESULTS- 1 JANUARY 1975 
to 30 JANUARY 1976 

The following have achieved above average gradings 
on the courses shown:-

SCHOOL OF INFANTRY 

JNCOs Skill at Arms 24150837 Cpl Allan 
24293155 Lcpl Burnett 
23846559 Cpl Greenlaw 
24248480 Cpl McMaster 
24248978 Cpl Robertson 

Section Commanders 
Tactics 24129129 Cpl Hotchkis 

24248979 Cpl Robertson 

Regimental Srgnal 
Instructors 23904907 Lcpl Christie 

Support Weapons 
!Mortar NCOs) 24153818 Lcpl Laing 

ALL ARMS CLERKS 

All Arms Clerks 83 24237220 Pte Reid 
24343613 Pte Stacey 
24248477 Pte Stewart 

SERVICE FUNDS 23959461 SSgt Blair 
ACCOUNTS 23964587 Sgt McGill 

23904243 SSgt Murdoch 
24009358 SSgt Tevendale 

SENIOR PIPERS 24153667 Pte Rugg 

FIRST AID 24182855 Lcpl Boyd 
INSTRUCTORS 24225481 Lcpl Fraser 

24065087 Lcpl Morrison 

EQUIPMENT 
REPAIRERS 24288287 Pte Clark 

A COMPANY 
ORBAT 

oc Major R D Ord 
21C Captain I F Stewart 
CSM W02 B Ritchie 
CQMS CSGT A McKinnon 
TRG SGT SGT M Low 
OC11 PL Lt I Now Capt) M F Smith 
PLSGT SGT D Wilson-Paisley 
OC12 PL Lt W R P Wallace 
PL SGT SGT J Gordon 
OC13 PL 2 Lt E D J Chalmers 

(2 Lt K G Legge) 
PL SGT SGT GLow 

At the end of our last notes the Company was left 
preparing for our final dance in Singapore. This dance 
was a tremendous success, with a one hundred per cent 
turnout of married and single jocks. Perhaps the reason 
for this support was due to our stripper. Two shows for 
the price of one and plenty of audience participation. 
Indeed the second show had to be cancelled due to a cer
tain amount of over enthusiasm by some members of 
the Company, namely Lcpl Kennedy and Pte Gauld. (We 
would have had a riot if she had gone on again). It was 
also a sad occasion, for we said goodbye to Cpl "Mouse" 
and Mrs Martin, Cpl "Peem" and Mrs Elrick on posting 
and Pte and Mrs " Jim" McPetrie on Regular Release. 
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Three days after the dance the Company again was 
socially involved, for we played various sports against A 
Company, 1 RNZIR. This proved very little in the sporting 

side, for both teams were evenly matched. However the 
beer afterwards d id a great deal to cement Kiwi/Jock 
friendship and provided a warmer into the bank for the 
joint beating of retreat that followed that evening. Apart 
from the Company's farewell to Major R D Ord in the 
Goodwood hotel in September there have been very few 
other social events, except those that occurred during 
block leave. 

elock leave gave us a final chance to see SE Asia before 
our withdraw! to the United Kingdom. It did however 
produce some fascinating destinations: Burma, Sabah, 
Bangkok, Penang and of course Mersing. It also produced 
some fantastic claims, Sgt Wilson-Paisley should take 
note! 

All too soon Block Leave finished, and we were in 
throes of training for Northern Ireland. Shooting, map read
ing, signals and all the other skills are being practiced 
under centralized control. This made a complete change 
from jungle bashing, and everyone seems to be enjoying 
this form of training. Cadres have also been taking place 
for selection to Brecon and Warminster. The Company 
would like to congratulate Cpl Robertson and Lcpls 
Scott and Armour for gaining places on these courses. 

A Company would appear to have dropped from 
eminence from the sporting scene, however all participants 
have put tremendous support and enthusiasm into the 
various sporting fixtures that have occurred. The Company 
soccer team although knocked out in Forces Sports Week 
continue to do well, in particular Sgt Gordon, and Ptes 
Ptolomey and MacDonald who have played for the 
Battalion and Brigade. Pte Hepburn should also be con
gratulated on his success in Forces Sports Week when he 
respresented the Battalion in the Pole Vault and the 
High Jump. Unhappily all our major gladiators have gone. 

With the withdrawal in the front of most peoples minds 
these notes must close but not before we have said "Au 
revior" to Major Ord who has d eparted to Camberley 
and the Staff College, 2 Lt Chalmers to IJLB Shorn-
cliffe, Cpl Martin to Bridge of Don, Cpl Elrick to Glen
corse, Cpl Robertson to Glencorse and Jim McPetrie to 
ciwy street. We welcome 2Lt Legge from Sandhurst who 
has arrived to take over from 2Lt Chalmers. Our thanks to 
them all for the hard work and support they have put 
into A Company which has made our last six months as 
useful and enjoyable. 

11 PLATOON 

Since the last Tiger and Sphinx Notes were handed in, 
the platoon has seen I ittle of the green hell of Malaysian 
jungle but quite a lot of the dark and smokey hells of 
Singapore! 

The Company Dance was a roaring success, although 
after "Elvis's" turn (thinly disguised as Pte Hay) and 
Sgt Wilson-Paisley's performance of " the Green Eyed God 
of Katmandu" (with apologies to Kipling) we were quite 
surprised. 

We then dispersed on Block Leave, having just had 
time to say farewell to Mr. Smith, who on his promotion 
has left us, to take over the 21C's office and the Company 
Account! During that time the Company dispersed 
throughout SE Asia, but for us perhaps the most memorable 
adventure was a weeks stay at Pulau Tioman organised 
by Sgt Wilson-Paisley .• The beer almost (?)ran out, and 
the RSM was cruising offshore in a fishing (or was it a 
police) boat, but enterprising as always, we managed to 
have a good time. 

During leave, some of 11 Platoon worthies were 
working hard at Support Weapons Cadres, and as a result 
Ptes Hay, Lawrie and Phelps gained a holiday in Hong 
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Kong, (does Support Company ever work?) and a 
transfer. Well done! 

Since returning to duty, 11 Platoon has yet again 
been disbanded. This time we are providing the backbone 
to 12 and 13 for the Northern Ireland training. It reminds 
one of the old regimental rhyme: 

"We gang tae bed the 75th 
And rise the Ninety Twa". 

On the individual side, we have lots to report. Both 
Cpl "Ally" Buchan and Cpl "The Rock" McLellan 
passed thei1" education exams (providing that they have 
not been rolling their stones, but gathering plentv of 
moss). Cpl " Bill" Robertson and Lcpl "Charlie" Brown 
have both cleared the hurdle of "Brecon Selection", and 
we said goodbye to Cpl. Robertson recently, we are sure 
he is getting on well in the wilds of Wales. Lcpl Brown will 
be there when these notes are printed - so "hope you 
are enjoying it too". 

We have also said goodbye to Lcpl "Scottie" Scott, 
w ho is about to start a well deserved JNCO Skill at Arms 
Course at Warminster. The Rock, not satisfied at 
proving his brain exists, also showed he does not lack 
brawn, by bearly completing the Malaysian Combat 
Trackers Course. He says his early return was due to a 
lack of expertise at boxing -anyway four to one is un
fair odds! He made up for that by passing a driving cadre! 
While our laurels on the sporting side may not be quite 
so flourishing, congratulations are due to Lcpl Brown 
who passed an arduous Orienteering and Canoeing 
course in Hong Kong - arduous because of the late nights 
and early mornings we presume! 

12 PLATOON 

The most important feature in our training during this 
period was of course the company dance. After thorough 
preparation the platoon pulled through with only minor 
casualties which were healed by some amber medicine the 
morning after. 

We might also mention a jungle survival exercise during 
which we treked to Meesing beach without ration, for 
3 days, but to the steely eyed professiona l killers of 
12 it was nae sweat. 

Block leave was an exercise in adventure. Pte Byres 
went to Borneo looking for converts, Ptes Morrison and 
Mcintyre went to Kuala Lumpor looking for something 
else, while other members of the platoon went as far as 
Thailand, Burma, and Hong Kong. To those who went 
camping with Sgt "Waffles" Wilson-Paisley on Tiomin we 
suggest you remember to take a tent next time. Pte 
Robertson has outdistanced everyone by going home 
overland. Hippies on the route sell their blood when 
funds get low, Robertson can at least sell his brains 
(unused in 2 years). 

We are now training for N Ireland. Despite the 
temperature everyone is enthusiastic -especially Cpl 
"Rock" McLellan for Unarmed Combat. So far he has 
worked over the platoon commander and unhinged 
Pte Donald's teeth. For l esson 2 he is going to practice 
without using his arms also as part of our training, Cpl 
Stevenson did a Jungle Survival Course with the Malaysians, 
L cpl Hastie went to Hong Kong to do Aikido, and most 
of Singapore wished that they had gone wi th him when 
L cpl Campbell did his driving cadre. 

During this period we have lost Cpl El r ick to the 
depot, Lcpl Buchanan to the officers mess, Pte McGee 
to Sp Coy, Pte Stacey to the Coy Office, and Pte 
Devlin to Kung Fu. We hope he lives long enough to 
enjoy private life. 

To make up the losses we have gained Cpl Campbell, 

Lcpl Kirkwood and Pte Wilson. Pte Ptolomey has a new 
recruit, Alexander, in the fast expanding section of which 
he is 21C to wife Eleanor. 

Having begun with the company dance, these notes 
must end with the 12 platoon farewell to Singapore 
party shortly before we left. It was a triumph for some 
and a disaster for others, depending on which side of 
the intoxication line you were on. We won't mention 
which people carried which home, or who fell asleep on 
the wrong doorstep. It has gone on record that the only 
person who survived with poise, grace and charm was 
the platoon commander - he wrote the record. 

13 PLATOON 

In the passed few months 13 Platoon have had a lot 
of comings and goings, with something different each 
week leave, Kranji parades, Northern Ireland training 
and packing up of the stores and MFO boxes. 

13 Platoon would like to welcome to the Platoon 
Pte McDonald 62, who has come to us from holidaying 
with B Company. Pte McDonald 75 and Pte Mair just 
arrived from the Depot in time to get a taste of the 
jungle. Lastly we would like to welcome our fourth 
Platoon Commander of the tour, Mr. Legge, who has a 
great interest in dust. It has not all been welcomes for 
13 there have been a few farewells as well. The Platoon 
would like to wish Pte "Rab" Morrison, Pte "Geordie" 
Fraser and Pte "Rab" Russell all the best in Support 
Company and we hope they don't get off with any more 
"skives". Pte. "Kipper" Fraser and Pte "Dave" Collins 
are already in the UK waiting for the platoon's return. 
The last Platoon Commander Mr. Chalmers, has bailed 
out to teach the boys of Schorncliffe and we wish him 
the be5Lof luck and look forward to seeing him on his 
return to the Regiment. Cpl Campbell has just left 13 
to join 12 Platoon to see if he can raise standards 
slightly. 

On the sports field 13 is still retaining a very high 
standard. Cpl Coyle and his merry men Pte's -"Boo Boo" 
Stuart, "Cheeser'' Hendry, "Willie" McArthur and 
"Stevie" Walsh won the Battalion Light Cup at Tug 
0 War, once again_ To them we say keep it up lads! 
In the Brigade swimming Competition Cpl "Alex" 
Armour impressed the crowd with his Butterfly and 
Lcpl "Big John" Kennedy won the Brigade Diving 
Competition. A Company has been for sometime the top 
football Company and 13 had seven members of the 
platoon in the two winning Company teams. Pte "Gus" 
MacDonald played well in the Company and Battalion 
matches and he was selected to play for t he Combined 
Services team and went on to play six matches for them. He 
was nicknamed " Dumpy" by his football pals and now 
has taken up collecting local newspaper sports clippings. 
The Platoon would like to congratulate Cpl Duncan on 
being awarded half colours for shooting, Lcpl Kennedy 
for his full colours in swimming and " Dumpy" for his 
half colours for football. 

13 Platoon have been on three weeks Northern 
Ireland t raining as part of our final build up for our tour 
in Belfast. During the training six members of 11 platoon 
joined us and worked well with the Platoon. The Platoon 
learnt a great deal from the training and it was not 
without credit. Pte Chalmers if nothing he learned how 
not to take a drunk out of a car. 13 d id well on Exercise 
Gordon Gallop especially in radio operating and 
chatting up suspects. 

13 Platoon has also been kept busy with the packing 
up of t he Company's stores and MFO boxes. The Platoon 
lines are being continously cleaned ready for handover 
under the supervision of the "Dust" Inspector. The CSM 
has kept the Platoon active on the drill square in prep-
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aration for our home duties. All of the platoon are 
involved in looking for the CSM's f iner points. It is 
believed that he has over 6,000,000 of t hem. 

The Platoon congratulates Cpl Armour, Lcpl Kennedy, 
Lcpl Ironside and Lcpl Leadbetter on their promotion. 
We also like to congratulate Sgt & Mrs Low on the birth 
of their second son and we wish him all the best in the 
future. All would not be compl ete without congratulating 
Cpl Coyle on passing his education at last, he is now 
taking an interest in the University or somet hing like 
that!!!! Cpl Armour is now on his Warminster holiday 
course and returns to the Platoon in January and we 
wish him th~best of luck for the course. 

With Northern Ireland tra ining over, it is very difficult 
to believe that our time in the t ropical hell of Singapore 
is drawing to a close. We are now looking forward to 
our return to Fort George and to the cozy pubs of the 
North with no mosquitos and no a ir conditioning. To 
the people of Inverness and Na irn we say it is good to be 
coming home, but "Lock up your daughters". 

oc 
21C 
CSM 
CQMS 
OC 21 PI 
21 PI Sgt 
OC 22 PI 

22 PI Sgt 
OC 23 PI 
23 PI Sgt 

BCOMPANY 

Major D H White 
Capt. I D S Forsyth 
W02R Philip 
Sgt L Tevendale 
2Lt D N Broadfoot 
Sgt G Reid 
2Lt A J Maitland-Makgiii
Crichton 
Sgt Henderson 
Lt N J Sutton 
Sgt Robertson 

Our last notes closed on the eve of the Battalion 
Athletics and Football Competitions with us eager to 
hold onto our position as the major cup winning company. 
The Football trophy proved elusive however, and 
despite a fierce round of games we were narrowly de
feated in an exciting high standard final by A Company, 
Command and Admin Companies managed to stop us 
winning the Athletics despite some prodigous efforts by 
Lcpl Robert Ferguson in the discuss and shot and a 
record breaking attempt by the OC in the 4 x 100 relay. 

Little deterred, we set our sights on the Tug-of-War 
and Shooting Competiitons. Carrying off the Company 
and Platoon prizes in the Shooting and winning the 
GPMG Competition left few in any doubt as to our 
versatility. In the Tug-of-War, our heavy team won 
convincingly while the light team were runners up to A 
Company. Much credit goes to Sgt REID for his dedicated 
and professional training of a band of determined and 
stout-hearted pullers. Not to be outdone, the Ouarties 
staff celebrated their own victory when Margaret 
Tevendale won the Fresh Water Yearly Championship 
in angling_ We train up our wifies too. 

The excitement generated by the inter company 
competitions however, was bu' a prelude to that which 
surrounded the Forces Sports Week in August. Here was 
an Opportunity to compete against all the British and 
New Zealand service units on the island and in every 
type of sport. Our aim was clearly defined to win the 
Tug.of-War and Football while providing strength to 
Battalion teams in Hockey. Cricket, Volleyball, Basket
ball and 9/Yimming. In a gripping, and often amusing, 
competition the Company Tug-of-War Team romped 
their way home to victory after a total of seventeen 
matches and we added the Points Pool Cup to our shelf 
and later in the week, against a 'threatening and deter-

mined D Company Team we won the Tug-of-War 
Challenge Cup. Of all of us Sgt REI D's wife, Peril was 
probably the most relieved. It meant t he end to her 
hubby's night rover and nocturnal ramblings on how his 
team would win those cups. 

In the Football Competitions we were at last re
warded. In a close fina l against the hot favourites, a 
combined Admin and Command Company Team we 
came out top with a score of 1 - 0. The Sports Week 
finished on a high note in the Boar's Head with much 
christening of our trophies and straining of vocal chords. 
The OC's opposite number in 1 RNZIR was prevailed 
on to join in and more than earned his B Company T 
Shirt with his cheer leading of the oggie-oggie song. 

Summer leave followed and all dispersed to various 
bars in Singapore or travelled further to those in far 
flung reaches of Malaya. B Company 1 RNZ IR very 
kindly entertained four of our members to a week of 
barbeques and sunbathing on the East Coast while 
Penang was graced with the presence of a farge B Company 
delegation fed by Pte Charlie Inglis. Tieman was revisited 
by a group on a camping holiday although this time 
without Pte Clarke who has left us for the Drums and 
Pipes with plans to compose a tune called "Those 
Lonely Shores!" Meanwhile 2Lt Crichton indulged in 
a fantasy to be a sailor and set off on HMS Mermaid 
with a party of 5 for a month. He has consented to give 
an expurgated account of their voyage at the end of 
these notes. 

Leave was quickly followed by our fast Company 
Exercise in Malaya, Exercise Last Search. This comprised 
of a 'Search and Destroy' mission in the Jungle on the 
East Coast leading to a seabourne assault f rom the main
land onto a small island, Pulau Sibu Tengah. Meanwhile 
the 21C and Quarties staff set sail from Mersing bearing 
beer and goodies for the end of the Exercise barbeque on 
the beach. Greeted by a Crusoe like figure who turned 
out to be the OC, figures emerged from the jungle 
sunburnt enough to have had problems getting through 
immigration in UK! The party was a great success al- · 
though on the journey home the next day. the dependable 
unreliability of outboard engines gave some of us a 
taste of what it is like to be calmed with 'water all 
around and not a drop to drink '. 

The Battalion 9/Yimming Competition aptly followed 
our nautical Exercise and of course we won the trophy. 
Great credit goes to Sgt HENDERSON for his organisation 
of the team and his notable swimming abilities. 
Victories gained by Ptes. Joe JAPPY and Colin McDONALD 
with the efforts of the rest of the team gave us a lead of 
12 points over the runners up - Command Coy. 

We are now packing up in earnest while Nee Soon 
Camp takes on an Andersonstown flavour with Northern 
Ireland training well under way. It has been an excellent 
t our and we were very fortunate to have served· here 
before it closed down. Don't discard all the jungle skills 
you have learnt though, you never know when you 
might need them again. 

21PLATOON 
The Platoon returned from a well earned leave to 

find horror facing them. Yes, there he was, a brand new 
Sandhurst special Platoon Commander. The initial shock 
over. the platoon began to get back into the swing of 
things. 

Three main items were uppermost in the mind at this 
point. The last jungle exercise, Exercise Last Search, three 
weeks of Northern Ireland training, and going home. It 
was not long before we found ourselves involved in the 
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first of these activities. Jungle boots and hats were re
moved from moth balls and off we set for Jason's Bay. 

The exercise itself proved to be most enjoyable al
though the enemy under that renegade Cpl THOMSON 
proved to be extremely illusive. Thus 21 said a sad fare
well to the Malaysia jungle and one feels that the fare
well was tinged with healthy respect rather than bitter
ness. 

No sooner had we returned than off went the advance 
party to the green grass of home. We lost Sgt REID, Pte 
RENNIE to the Fort but Cpl GRANT soon stepped into 
take over the hot seat. 

Thus, with a mixed platoon we embarked on three 
hard weeks of Northern Ireland training. There can be 
no doubt of the success of these three weeks even if 
Cpl MANDERS d id feel his age during the Aikido 
lessons! The platoon worked hard and this reaped benefits 
in the final exercise 'Gordon Gallop'. A fine display was 
produced and congratulations go to all. 

Prior to the final run down in Singapore a most en
joyable week of ranges shooting took place, After an initial 
setback (We were beaten by 22 on the Tuesday morning) 
we never looked back. Our only defeat thereafter was in 
the falling plate competition where, having reached the 
final in the shape of 21 B we were beaten by a staff team 
which included our own Platoon Commander!! 

In conclusion congratulations to McCOMBIE 08 
and LEASK on promotion to Lcpl and to all for a fine 
tour in Singapore. Fort George here we come!! 

22 PLATOON 

The past six months in Singapore have shown a lot 
of changes in the Platoon. Sgt JAFFRAY has moved on to 
Shorncl iffe as an instructor, a well deserved job after so 
much hard work with t he Platoon. We all wish him luck 
and look forward to his return. 

Exercise have been few except for two Company 
Exercises. The first was an escape and evasion in the Ulu 
Tiram Area. The object being to get through a defended 
area into a safe area. In this there were many amusing 
situations, one in particular was concerning Lcpl 
JOHNSTON who fell into a quick session of the third 
degree. Having struggled all night to get through enemy 
lines our destination, who did we come across, none 
other than 23 Platoon who had obviously been tucked 
up in bed for hours. The enemy had'nt seen them, nor 
had we!! Many ideas were put forward on how they did 
i t but I still believe those taxis with no heads visible is a 
solution! 

The second exercise consisted of a week using 
assault craft, patrolling and attacking in the Mersing area. 
The boats considering the work they did, managed very 
well and we all got very brown. On night Cpl NOBLE was 
more than alert, rust I ing was heard on our perimeters, 
everyone moved quickly to fire positions. However it 
turned out to be a family of w ild pigs, we never really 
thought 21's fieldcraft was that good. A Bar-B-Que 
finished off the exercise which proved to be a great 
success and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Local boats we 
commandered to take us back to Jason's Bay, the owners 
of the boats being very kind and helpful , even though they 
ran out of petrol. So the final exercise to Malaysia ended 
and we moved back to a rather different scene "Northern 
Ireland Training". Although it was hard to really get in the 
mood for this in Singapore, everyone worked and 
benefited, especially from the final exercise "Gordon 
Gallop". 

The last two range days were also a great success. It 

proved the standard of shooting was very good, intact 
much higher than at the Bn Rifle Meeting. The shooting was 
good progressive stuff. The platoon easily won the match 
1c (3 & 4) and did very well in the moving targets shoot 
and falling plate. Two of the best range days we have 
had in Singapore. Next time will be at the Fort, not 
quite so pleasant. 

The platoon lost a number of old faces to Support 
Company, these are Ptes BURNETT 30, FRASER & 
JAMIESON. They all seem to be enjoying themselves 
and still appear from time to time in the B Company 
'Charwallah'. 

Sgt HENDERSON still has not managed to get to the 
Platoon, even after 9 months. On arrival at the Fort he 
should join us. 

Now in the final stages of clearing up and packing, 
in 2Yz weeks B Company will have left Singapore. This is 
naturally done with mixed feelings. At times it has been 
difficult, but in retrospect everyone has enjoyed certain 
aspects of life out here and perhaps after a spell at home 
will look forward to returning to the sun . 

23 PLATOON 
From our foreign correspondent 

The illustrious and now undisputed finest rifle pi in 
the battalion have excelled themselves in many legal and 
illegal ways in the final months of their tour of the Far East. 

On the never ending stream of exercises that these 
hardened professionals so keenly participate in, the tactics 
and cunning has baffled many. The resident Malay 'linge' 
speaker Cpl (The Boy) Thomson has managed on many 
occasions (prompted by Sunray) to arrange numerous 
favours from the local population whenever encountered. 
Heckling, dissent and crys of cheating as well, have been 
heard from friendly forces - but without proof where 
can you go? 

The three stooges, Manders, Thomson and McMorrin 
have lasted the course well and look like staying for the 
forseeable future. PI Sgts come and go (usually with 
nervous breakdowns) but Sgt Robinson has stuck out 
every six months. Congratulations. 

Ptes Broadley and Willie Whyte have showed true 
enthusiasm and keeness throughout the tour, and Pte 
Reid ·was seen to smile in August- but this is only a 
rumour, you understand. There have been some anxious 
moments when Willie Aitken and 'Jaws' Gordon wanted to 
be sailors. Working on the principle of nothing ventured 
nothing gained they spent a month or so on the HMS 
Mermaid. They are still under observation. 

Sporting wise, the boys have made a strong contribution 
to every event possible. 

QM Cole has played some stirling football and Evans 
would have done also, except that it seems his sister 
has all his kit! 

Much sweat was shed on the rope pulling game and 
victory was a foregone co nclusion (some credit must 
here be given to 21 and 22). 

Reports of our organisation are spreading and the 
waiting list is long. These lucky few so far incl ude, Ptes 
Hauley , Allan, Drelincourt, Marshall the Pad, and Lcpl 
McCombie from 21 (a wise move). 

Fort George may well look different, and lack palm 
trees, but its just as hot - inside. 

Stop press: Sgt Robertson rushed to WT Cell with 
relapse - replaced by Action Man - Sgt Gibson. Life 
expectancy ............................ .. ? 
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HMS MERMAID EXERCISE LAST SEARCH 
By: 2Lt A J Maitland-Makgiii-Crichton By: 2Lt D N Broadfoot 

Another trip with Mermaid in August, eleven of us 
went and eleven came back, leaving no one behind in 
the Philippines as· we did last time; obviously the 
attractions did not prove quite so strong! The cruise was 
to be a month long and was aimed at "showing the flag". 
It was to have been a round trip in the Philippines, 
Japan and Hong Kong, however plans did not work out 
exactly that way. 

We sailed to Subic Bay, the American Naval Base in 
the Philippines. During the four days sailing the jocks 
got their first taste of life at sea. Not quite as cushy as 
they thought, Mermaid needed painting and guess who 
did it! One day Pte REID was seen to be preparing to go 
over the side, pressed in full diving gear. He was going to 
scrape the bottom. At the time our speeCl was only 18 
knots, needless to say it was a joke and it was taken 
very well by all. 

A very good "run ashore" was had by all in Subic 
Bay. It is equipped with every facility possible. To the 
rear of the Naval Base is a city called Alougpo and lives 
well up to the name of being the most vice ridden city in 
S E Asia! 

From Subic we sailed to Okinawa to visit Expo '75. 
However on entering the Pacific we also entered typhoon 
season. Typhoon Nina hit us and we scuttled off in the 
opposite direction, Mermaid would have stood little 
chance and as it was too rough for comfort. As a result 
we missed Okinawa and sailed north to Ito in Japan. Ito 
is a small 'Spa' town 250 miles from Tokoyo. During our 
visit to Ito there was a festival called "The Will Adams" 
festival and celebrated an EngliShman who introduced 
European Shipping to Japan in Elizabethan days. The 
Japanese proved to be wonderful hosts and for four days 
we basked in the delight of communal bathing, geighe's 
saki and tai fish. The jocks had an unfair advantage over 
the "Jacks" ashore, the Japanese not being used to the 
kilt. On occasions I saw strange faces wearing kilts, 
the explanation was that the jocks and jacks swapped, we 
may even get some recruits off Mermaid yet. 

From Ito we sailed south to Ngoya, another Japanese 
city, this time much larger and more impersonal. Life was 
very expensive here and most of us had to satisfy our-
selves with looking as opposed to buying. One certain 
Officer was known to have paid 8000 yen for a 2Y. mile taxi 
ride (8000 yen = $80 approx) !I He obviously had had a 
very good run ashore! 

Next stop after Ngoya was Hong Kong, but as soon 
as we sailed we hit another 2 typhoons and spent ten 
very uncomfortable days at sea. It proved impossible to 
cross the water to Hong Kong because of the typhoon 
in the way, so we sailed to Subic Bay again to refuel. One 
day was spent refueling Mermaid and ourselves then on 
again to Singapore and home. On arrival in Singapore we 
had 24 days at sea out of 31 days! 

In conclusion the trip was a great success, we were 
made very welcome by Mermaid and hopefully we will 
be able to send some jocks back to UK with Mermaid to 
keep her paintwork up to scratch. 

The party consisted of: 
2/Lt A J Maitland-Makgiii-Crichton 
Pte's Gordon 

Simpson 
Duff 
Kellas 
Sim. 

The Company's last and my first exercise in the 
jungle took place in October. To write about the exercise 
as a narrative would not only be similar to many other 
exercises but it would also take up far too much space. 
I propose therefore in brief to mention certain incidents 
and certain impressions I received in being confronted by 
the jungle. 

Appearing in a brand new jungle hat I was told was 
bad form and Sgt REID immediately produced his 
'chindit' special, whch I spent hou rs trying to fit in 
front of the mirror. 

'Don't worry sir' came the cry as we hit the beach and 
I gazed at my first jungle 'its nae bad if you take your 
Milo'. ll was later to discover this was a chocolate drink 
and not a rubber bed used in swimming pools. 

As the search for that illusive renegade Cpl THOMPSON 
and his men continued the most amusing moment I remember 
was during a patrol I took out on the second day. Pte 
JAPPY was to be seen hanging upside down on a tree 
half way across a mangrove swamp crying "why do all 
new platoon commanders have to prove their roughy 
toughy". He made it. 

The enemy at this stage had not been found and the 
natives informed us they had moved to a nearby island. 
So early the next morning off we went. My impression 
as we hammered across the sea to make a beach assault 
was "people pay hundreds of pounds for this type of 
trip and I'm getting paid for it". As we ran up the first 
hill on the island I realised that the sun on board had 
got to me more than I thought. 

The tension rose - the enemy's number lessened. Then 
the rain camel! and my idealic South China Sea island 
suddenly looked like Sennybridge in December. 

Victory however was clinched, and the final night 
barbeque proved an outstanding success. Some heads, 
some feet had a distinctive jungle aroma greeted SSgt 
PH ILl P as he took Muster Parade the next morning and 
got our return under way. 

Home to a bath and reflections of heroic deeds as I 
gazed proudly at my "old t imer" worn jungle boots. 

B Company and the jungle parted like old friends who 
will manage to meet again one day. Who won the two 
year battle will never be known, but one thing is for 
sure, both will always have a healthy respect for each 
other. 

DCOMPANY 

Officer Commanding 
Second ir:J Command 
Company Sergeant Major 
Company Quartermaster 
Sergeant 
Officer Commanding 41 
Platoon 
41 Platoon Sergeant 
Officer Commanding 42 
Platoon 
42 Platoon Sergeant 
Officer Commanding 43 
Platoon 
43 Platoon Sergeant 

Company HQ 

Heard in D Coy Stores: 

Maj C H Vander Noot 
Capt A J Tait 
W02 D Green 

C/Sgt G Reid 

Sgt G Campbell 
Sgt I Allan 

2Lt P L W Whiteside 
Sgt I Bruce 
2Lt G A Irvine
Fortescue 
Sgt A Colville 

"Colour, I would· like you to write the T iger and Sphinx 
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Battalion Shooting Competition "0" Company HQ Team. Along the line- Capt. Tait, Major Robinson , W02 Booth, 
Pte. Allan and behind Pte. Smith. From W02 Booth- "I hope Allan' s w ashed his hands". 

Battal ion Shooting Competition Company HQ Team. From left- W02 Booth, Sgt. Campbell, Pte. Allan, Pt e. Mitchell, 
Major Robinson and Pte. Smith (Face hidde n ). F rom Pte. Mitchell- "How do they expect me t o ken wh at an BLR is? 
I 'm a driver". 
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Battalion Shooting Competition "0" Company HQ Team the OC. From left - Major Robinson, Mrs. Saunders and 
Major Fawcus. From Major Fawcus - "I didn't get one and I'm senior to him". 

"0" Company in the jungle. From left- Barron, Black , L/Cpl. Culllven and Elrick. 
From Black (an Ex. Com.) "We didn't do it this way in Aden". 
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notes for Coy HQ" 
" But I Can't, I never go on exerc ise with the Coy. I 
stay back in Echelon, where all the action is". 
"Well , write something, I don't know anything about 
Coy HQ" . 

So here it goes. I think the most exciting thing that 
happened to Coy HQ was the Bn Shoot. All of Coy HQ 
were involved, they even dug up the Quartie and Lcpl 
GUTHERIE from the store to become the GPMG team. 
The remainder of the team were the OC, 21C, CSM & 
Ptes ALLAN, SMITH and MITCHELL, w ho d id very 
well. They won the Coy HQ Trophy, were winners of 
the Britannia Trophy and runners up in the Association 
Cup. 

On the 26 July we had the Coy Social evening, 
during which a good time was had by all. The Coy 
took the opportunity of saying farewell to Major R C I 
ROBINSON who is posted to Aberdeen and presented 
him with a silver c igarette box with grateful thanks for 
his forebearance with us all in the past. Earlier in the 
week the Company had presented him w ith another 
leaving present- victory in the Inter Coy X Country 
Competition. Lcpl BURNS made a very appropriate 
poem wh ich went like this:-

MAJOR's FAREWELL 

The band strikes off the beginning notes, 
As across the hall the music f loats, 
But it's warmth can't equal that of our special guest, 
A man among men, he is of the best. 

In competition he asked for us to give our al l, 
But even in failure we still stood tall, 
For others may have felt a little shame, 
Kindwords of encouragement pushed us on again. 

We hope you see the sincerity of the words we've said, 
From the hearts of blokes you once time led, 
And you can be sure where ever you may be, 
You'll never be forgotten by those of the Golden D. 

At the Social evening we also said farewell to Pipey 
KERR - who says he's got a soft spot forD Coy- with 
a "pisture type pipey" from Pte MeGILL and yet another 
burst of lyrics from Lcpl BURNS! Welcome was said to 
Major C H Vander NOOT, the new 'OC D ', who has just 
returned to t he Battalion from - as Quartie puts it -
The War Office- Quartie it is now called the MOD! -
and to date he is also Public Relations Officer, Northern 
Ireland Training Co-ord, PMC Officers Mess andRe
cruiting Co-ord, so we do not see as much of him as we 
wou ld like. By the way, Sir, what do you do in your 
spare time apart from nipping off to Hong Kong for a 
game of cricket? (No offence meant, you deserved the 
break, Sir). The main theme just now in HQ is the move 
back to Bonnie Scotland. Lcpl GUTHRIE left with the 
pre-advance party in September to get things going at 
the Fort. The CSgt was overhead giving him his instructions 
"my car has been stored at the Fort for a year, so get 
it going on the road for me coming home, then you can 
think about the Stores" . Capt TAIT (IC Party) and 
Lcpl GRANT left on the 6th October to drive on their 
overland/luxury tour to Fort George, and hope to 
arrive there in December. There is a saying that it is 
better to travel hopefully than arrive, will they make 
it? By the time you read this you should know the answer. 
Capt TAIT was rather upset w hen he was told they would 
have to pay hard cash for everything, what do you expect 
Sir? The Charwallah at the top of the Kyber Pass has 
never heard of a Barclay or Access Card. 

" 0" Company with local beast. 
From left- L/Cpl. Semple, Pte. Semple 42 and McPherson 
From snake - "I wonder what Fort George is like"? 

DCOMPANY 
41 PLATOON 

Since our last issue we are happy to welcome back 
Sgt A LLAN from Signals and Cpl ELRICK from his tour 
with ART, Cpl GREENLAW has now returned - complete 
with usual beaming face - f rom a successful small arms 
course at Warminster. Various individuals have dis
appeared to and since returned from Hong Kong-
Lcpl " Matt Busby" SMITH on a football referees course 
and Lcpl "Kung Fu" TAYLOR on Aikido. Rumour has 
it that the midnight oil was burning quite ferociously 
in Kowloon. Pte PUGH has been ousted from his easy 
chair in the Company Office and is welcomed into t he 
Platoon. 

In June, 41 competed in the Battalion Shoot and con
gratulations to Cpl FYFE and 41 A- otherwise knows as 
"Budgies Boys" - for their victory in the section 
competition. July saw D Company on its last Ulu type 
exercise and 41 again proved their worth. Cpl ELRICK 
and 41 'B constantly obliterating Lcpl BURNS and 43 B 
(Lcpl BURNS did eventually concede defeat!) A 
certain commander did not take too kindly to Pte 
"Fritz" fraser snoring all night; I think it disturbed 
his sleep. It was then back to Company Base and Quartie's 
Barbecue; with Cpl GREENLAW careering full swing 
w it h the Flowers of Scotland. 

Next came training for Sports Week. The Platoon had 
been split up, some t raining in Nee Soon and others 
departed for the Ulu to assist 42 in their battles with 
1 RNZIR. Congratulat ions must go to Ptes BROWN, 
BEANEY and JACK who took part in the cross-country 
and track events. A mention must also go to Pte 
HUTCHISON, although classified in the Company fi les 
as " overweight" finally managed his BE Test. Sgt A LLAN, 
Cpl FYFE and Pte Gl LLI ES were members of the success
ful Company Volleyball Team and Cpls GREENLAW, 
ELRICK and WHITTET were members of a successful 
Tug 'o' War team w hich just failed to pull B Company. 

Block leave arrived and many zoomed away to 
Penang and Borneo o r a quick 30 minutes down the 
road to Chip Bee! 'Bon Voyage' to Ptes GUNN and 
MORR ICE on board HMS Mermaid heading home via 
MomJasa and through the Suez Canal. With the leave 
over, Northern Ireland Training began! 
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Lastly w e say goodbye to Pte CAMERON who has 
become the Company Medic and to Ptes ANDERSON, 
PENNY and POSEY who left to join Support Company. 
Congratulations to them all for doing so well on their 
respective cadres. The Platoon is broken up j ust now 
with "Speedy" Sgt CAMPBELL back in Scotland and 
sadly both Sgt A LLAN and Pte WHITTET landed in 
hospital. However, once back in Fort George we will hear 
again that cry "Ocr Platoon". 

D COMPANY 
42 PLATOON 

We had mixed feelings at the beginning of July. 
Many a Jock was heard to say : "Are you sure we're not 
go ing up the Jungle again?" 

On the other hand, Sunray has been showing signs 
of disappointment as he wanted o ne last shot at erect
ing an 'A' frame- successfully . 

0 n the sporting front, the Company and the Battalion 
were well served by the Platoon, notab ly in the form 
of Pte "Roadrunner" Gl LUES who won both the 
Battalion and Forces Sport s Week 5,000 metres. Un
fortunately for the Battalion he got slightly disorientated, 
spelt " lost", in the Forces Sports Week Cross Country 
and was heard to say " Its a fi x, you had to be able to 
read a map". However his best performance was to 
help the Company win the Battalion Cross Country 
Championship by coming second, having just returned 
from the UK in the Sisley T eam that morning. Mention 
must also go to Sgt BRUCE (complete with mustachioed 
upper lip)- second in the Forces Discus and " Big Mac" 
McMASTER (spelt with or without the 'S'?), third in the 
shot. Elsewhere Ptes HASTI E and McKAY represented 
the Battalion in the footabll field and Pte GAR lOCH a 
budding Harlem Globetrotter if ever I've seen onere
presented the Forces Basketball. The ending of the Forces 
Sports Week was the beginning of the Block Leave. 
Malaysia will never be the same after a full scale 
invasion by the Jocks of D Company. We t ried in vain 
to get the M alaysians to keep Ptes GERRIE, HUNTER 
and LA URIE but unfortunately they sent them all back. 
After Block Leave the Battalion p lunged straight into a 
highly organised t raining syllabus comp rising o ne week 
each of map reading, signals and shooting and 3 w eeks 
on Northern Ireland Trianing. The map reading w eek 
came to a climax with an orien teering exercise called 
"Call Sign 4 w here are you ?" The drinkers of the Company 
did very well - they knew where to find the Soc ial 
Centre and many homed in on Pte BARRON seen in 
the distance billowing puffs of smoke from his constant 
companion John Player. The exercise went well 
apart from the mysterious disappearance of two highly 
pr ized chopper panels. A nyone who has any information 
leading to the wereabouts of the panels. please contact 
PLWW. It has been reported that members of the Nee 
Soon ground staff are going about in tailored flou r
ascent jackets. 

Farewell to Ptes MacDONALD and WALKER now 
disappeared to Support Company. 

Lastly congratulations - yet again - to Pte " Road
runner" GILU ES who among other things won two 
bronze medals at Bisley and a small word to our gallant 
swimming team, they did not win any silverware, but there 
is a strong rumour going aro und that a beautifully 
carved wooden spoon is forthcoming! 

D COMPANY 
43 PLATOON 

Anyone taking a quick look at our orbat might 

think that we are blessed with the advantages of age 
and service. Well, they are quite right! We form one of 
the best Platoo ns in the Battalion, although at t he moment 
we have a Long John Silver type Sgt COLV ILLE clumping 
around on one foot - the battle scars of soccer, and 
our esteemed Sunray who sadly returned to the UK for 
runn ing repairs to his eye so unkindly lanced by a 
bamboo shoot. 

To conform with life as a soldier on this sun soaked 
island we had our fair quota of exercises ranging from 
Platoon to Battalion level escapades. As usual 43 per
formed with their consisten t professional skill. 

As a f inal fling the Company held a Barbecue after 
a four day exercise which goes to prove nobody is 
absolutely shattered after tripping the light fantastic 
through the jungle for days on end. This was definitely 
confirmed by the way several members of Company HQ 
performed during the Barbecue, possibly due to their 
enthusiasm at seeing the Company after spending four 
lonely days on their own. The opportunity should be 
taken to scotch rumours that Coy HQ were only there 
to hold orders and that Ouartie (complete with staff) 
was on ly there to get P 1954's signed. A very good 
evening was had by all . 

But to cont inue the saga of t his unique body of 
f ighting men! During the Battalion Sports and Forces 
Sports Week, members of the Platoon participated with 
considerable gusto, and mention must be made of Cpl 
FARMER's w orthy success in the Javel in. Well done 
old man! Well done also to Lcpl BURNS Lcpl SM ITH 
and Pte O'BRIEN who contributed to D Coys victory 
in the Cross Country and Pte BUCHAN - who has since 
been tasked to a life of luxury in the Company Office
for his sterling efforts in the athletics and swimming. At 
the same time the Community Relations work continued 
down at the Spastics Home in Singapore. Mr. I - F's adven
ture playground still retains its p lace of glory - however 
it is now joined by Pte "Bricklayer" MacMILLAN's most 
efficient concrete pathway! 

Block L eave then hit u s, or more to the point, our 
pockets, as everyone strived to enjoy their last 
vacation before moving back to the UK. 

We said farewell to Sgt SUTHER LA ND and to Ptes 
KING, SEMPLE 42 and WOOD to Support Company and 
welcome to Pte RAE . And in case anyone wonders who 
wrote this I will supply a clue:-

Sergeants we've seen come and go, 
We've even got one good at Aikido , 
The Old Man's the favourite at High H orse Display, 
He's been promised a spot on " M atch of the Day" 
Peter's ou r man from t he RRT 
No 15 year c is' s safe in Chip Bee 
The scribe of these notes (and th is is no jest) 
Is t raining a dog to do his BE Test . 

DCOMPANY 
42 PLATOON (COMPOSITE) VERSUS 1 RNZIR 

This looks an impressive title for any notes in this 
magazine and heads the story of how a composite Platoon 
f rom the Company faced up to the might of 1 RNZIR 
on a recent exercise in Malaysia. 

" It started off one very sunny day in July· as the 
rest of the Battalion were preparing for the Annual FFR, 
and Ouartie was refusing to part with his IPK's ( In
dividual Protection Kits), we were preparing for a battle 
royal with the Kiwis. The general opin ion of the Platoon is 
that that we won each battle due to the generous 
donations by the Kiwis to our ammunition state. To ward 



... 

TIGER AND SPHINX 31 

off three attacks we humped 15,000 rounds of 
ammunition to our positions. This helped to create 
great faith in our composite Platoon Commander. 
T hroughout our positions noth ing could be heard 
except shovels GS hitting sandbanks and mutters of 
"Good choice Sir" and "He knows the right place to 
pick" until PI HQ were allocated their trench . Would 
you believe that the terrain in West Malaysia changes 
from sand to clay in as much as 20 metres! Enough said, 
I have the blisters to prove it. 

Of the three Kiwi Companies to attack us, no two 
Companies used the same tactics although Bravo Company's 
suicide dash across open ground to our front must 
have made Vic Morrow of Combat feel like the Pink Panther. 
Of course no Kiwi could have succeeded without a Jocks help 
especially when a dead Jock gunner resurrects himself 
and merrily starts loading magazines for his enemy 
KENNEDY take note - aided by Sgt ALLAN (D Coy) 
Sgt LOW (A Coy) and Cpls COLE and "We've got 
Mortars" MANDERS (B Coy) who were ably acting as um· 
pires to the Kiwis. (They are soon to be posted as 
liaison officers to the Black and White Minstrel Show). 
We did have occasion to catch a glimpse of Capt 's 
ROSS, STEWART and FORSYTH but I think they 
were only there for a day's "Field Conditions". 

On behalf of the Platoon Commander I would like to 
thank us for the hard work we put in to make his 
life easier. Also many thanks to the hard working 
driver who laboured so hard in the horizontal position 
on top of his Landrover! On a more serious note a new 
style of warfare was learnt and provided a fitt ing 
conclusion to the Gordons/Kiwis saga. 

oc 
21C 
CSM 
CQMS 
Mor PI Comd 
PI Sgt 

SUPPORT COMPANY 

Major A W Duncan 
Capt R A Lamb 
WOII F Fraser 
SSgt MacConnell 
Capt L 0 Rhodes 
Sgt McGill 

A/TK PI Comd 
PI Sgt 

LtD L Connon 
Sgt I Muckle 
SSgt MacConnell 
Sgt Beattie 

A/PN R PI Comd 
PI Sgt 

We have been busy in Support Company: our tour 
in Singapore has allowed us to keep platoons up to 
strength and we have been able to train them and keep 
them trained. After a large influx from rifle companies, 
the "Specialists" set about implementing an elaborate 
4 week period of training and retraining, to be ready for 
the support weapons concentration in Hong Kong . 
Everyone enjoyed this enormously and judging by many 
of the results, a high standard was achieved part-
icularly for the Anti Tank Platoon. 

In early August the OC arrived back- dripping 
with medals- from Sisley. With time enough to say 
"Hello! Goodbye!" to his pet pythons. He and the 
company (less the Assault pioneers) emplaned for Hong 
Kong and the concentration. 

The 1974 concentration had been a great success. 
This year, we managed to field two full strength 
platoons but reversed the general trend in the Army 
by being bottom-heavy. But with privates doing a job 
about two ranks up and with mamy who had not fired a 
I ive 120mm or 81 mm round, both platoons performed 
extremely well -we certainly feel confident that this 
will be reflected in the reports. 

Meanwhile, back at Nee Soon, Captain LAMB was on 
leave and the Assault Pioneers were left with several 

tasks to get on with, while the company was away. 
Notably, was some reconstruction work at the 
Cheshire Home, for backward children and the admin
istration of several gallons of paint. This work was very 
worthwhile but it is sad to hear that the home will have 
to move, due to the extension of tbe runway at Changi 
Air Base. 

Company Headquarters has seen a fair amount of 
shaking up recently. CSM FRED FRASER has re
mained as stalwart as ever (fortunately for the officers), 
but our best wishes go with Ouarty Davie GREEN who 
is now CSM of D Company. L/Cpl "Doughball" MASSON 
can no longer pull rank over Pte-"Spud" Thomson who 
is now a L/Cpl -congratulations! 

L/Cpl Jonah JOHNSON has joined us from the 
A/Tk Platoon and is doing an impressive job at the Chip 
Bee Families Office running a youth club. Cpl ANGUS 
also from the Anti Tank Platoon, has moved into the 
Arms Stove and has made himself at home with amazing 
speed. L/Cpl Tom BROWN has been a most welcome 
addition from the MT and Pte Eric EDDIE remains the 
driving force for the OC (I iterally, but not actually!). 

The Platoons made it back from Hong Kong -
except for Captain RHODES who never made it (see 
Mortar Platoon notes) - and, in fact, we all managed to 
pack up in Singapore and, sadly, leave there too. Much 
has happened even since our departure and although 
there is much to look forward to, Support Company 
will have much to remember of Singapore. 

PI Comd 
PI Sgt 
Sec Sgt 
Sec Sgt 
Sec Sgt 

A/Tk PLATOON 

Lt Connon 
Sgt Muckle 
Moodie 
Cole 
Thomson 

The Anti Tank Cadre was a great success, this was 
due to the good instruction given by people who really 
know their job. As a result of the cadre we welcome 
to the Pl. Sgt Thomson, Pte's Lawrie, McGee, Hay, 
A Coy. Pte's Fraser, Gordon, Burnett, B Coy. Pte's 
King, Penny, McDONALD, Walker & Semple, D Coy. 
Pte Petrie, Sgt's Mess. The success of the Cadre was 
highl ighted in Hong Kong when the Anti Tank Platoon 
were in competition with the Grenadier Guards, Gurkhas 
and Royal Hampshires, and with Jocks doing detachment 
commanders against Senior Ranks in other regiments
which raised a few eyebrows- the Jocks came away with 
flying colours. 

Sgt Tf:lomson and Sgt Muckle made a clandestine 
move over to Portugese Macau and spent a weekend 
looking around the floating casinos and other places of 
interest. 

Meanwhile our men in Hong Kong were making a 
name for themselves by hammering our hosts "20 
Light Regiment RA" at football. However, as the 
majority of the players were Scots, there was no ill 
feeling. 

The actual Battle Handling Exercises, upon which the 
name of the Gordons depended, went very well. The 
only out-of-place occurrence was the helicopter for
getting to pick up Sgt Thomson, who, consequently had 
to make a round trip by Land-Rover of seventy miles to 
catch up with the platoon. 

Pte Jappy, in a bid to destroy Jackie Stewart's 
reputation, rolled a perfectly good Rover down a hill 
without any injury to himself, which was an achievement 
in itself. 
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I don' t think Sek Kong will forget the Gordon 
Highlanders for some time. It must be out of the ordinary 
t o drive down a track and arrive at the edge of a stream 
to find two Red Chinese Soldiers at the other side. 
Finding reverse in these circumstances can tal<e some 
time! 

Hong Kong is now a memory and we are all nursing 
hangovers from our first "Hogmany" in Scotland for 
some time and our recruiting campaign is under way. 

The PI have now returned back from leave in 
Scotland. For most, it was the first time to see their 
folks in two years. No doubt the Scottish beer went down 
a t reat even though it was a bit more costly than 
Singapore. 

The PI are now preparing for Bn Spearhead which 
means getting 'fitted out with all the various items of 
uniform. If we have to fly out as an Anti Tank PI it 
should be no problem, as we still have the same Conbats 
as we had in Singapore and can be zeroed without even 
firing (if we can still remember how it's done). The 
year ahead looks quite entertaining, as well as doing our 
bit on recruiting, we will also be going down to Senny
bridge to do an anti tank shoot, and again N. Ireland 
training will come in, where we again revert to being 
a rifle PI again (we have done it many times before). 
While writing these notes the Big Yin (Lt Connon) has 
landed himself in hospital with a bad back injury. The 
PI wish him a speedy recovery. 

Since the last note the following people have left 
the platoon:-

Cpl Wallace 
Sgt Moodie 
Pte Gall 
Cpl Angus 

Ciwie Street 
London Scottish 
Shorncl iffe. 
Coy HQ 

The following members of the PI have gained 
promotion through their hard work I 

Cpl Cole 
Pte Mair 

to Sgt 
to LCpl 

MORTAR PLATOON 

The latest chapter in the continuing saga of the Mortar 
Bombers unfolds, once again, in the shimmering, 
stifling jungle of Malaya, where we find the platoon busily 
engaged in destroying yet another " Enemy". Whatever 
would the rest of the Battalion do without us? The Padre 
must have had a marked degree of success recently as 
there were a number of "Soldiers' Bibles" in evidence 
around the mortar lines, it was the 1.0. who noticed it. 
This changed call sign "5" to call sign "5 and raise 
you 5". 

We had just managed to get rid of the "Jungley" 
odour, when it was time for our Mortar Cadre! This 
lasted for three weeks during whch time we were brought 
up to date with the latest teachings and techniques, and 
rekindled all the previous knowledge of weights, 
dimensions and all the other information vital to a good 
mortarman. This was a trying but gratifying time for the 
instructors and during the three weeks leave wh ich 
followed the cadre, the return of mental stability -
which had sometimes been "misplaced" during the 
cadre - took place. 

Talking of leave, whatever happened to our elusive 
platoon commander Captain L 0 RHODES? We heard 
of his daring plan of attack for his leave and how he 
was to conquer Malaya, Bali, and Sumatra. His campaign 
was a great success except that he was wounded while 

surfing - which made him the biggest " pain in t he 
neck" in the platoon. It was a good story and we almost 
believe the cause of his injury, however, it did put him in 
hospital for over a week and he was in considerable 
pain. Because of this, we were denied his expertise for 
the concentration. Since then he has been even more 
elusive and he has left for home (UK) early on the Bn 
overland expedition. 

Next on the agenda was a return visit to Hong Kong 
for "Concentration 75". This proved to be a very fruit
ful exercise with an excellent effort from everyone 
despite a lot of inexperience. We are trying to think of a 
way to get back for "Concentration '76' but the 
answer has eluded us so far. Rumour was that Sgt 
"Smudge" SMITH and the rest of c/s 51 (F. Troop?) 
are to be invited back next year anyway,- to fire of the 
rest of their rounds. (Sorry! A private Joke). 

On our return to Singapore, packing for returning 
to UK was the priority for most of the platoon. We still 
found time, however, to play a major part in making 
SP Company champions of the Kiwi Sports Day. 

A well done must also go to the members of our 
company swimming team, who put up a good show in the 
annual swimming gala. A special mention for Ptes 
FOTH£RINGHAM & BUCHAN. (Best back strokers in 
S.E. Asia). 

In September/October we were all engaged in the 
precarious business on training for Northern Ireland. 
A sure sign of returning to UK. These are t he last notes 
from our Island Paradise. The next ones will be written 
huddled over a fire somewhere in the frozen North in 
Inverness-shire. A pleasant journey was had by all and 
the wellies were not forgotten, we needed them. 

We bid fa rewell to:-

Cpl Archie Mcintyre 
Cpl Derek Manders 
Pte Jimmy Hunstone 
Pte Colin Smith 
Pte Ronnie Watt 
Pte Norman Wood 

to Provost Cpl 
to B Coy 
to B Coy 
to Assault Pioneer Platoon 
to D Coy 
to Civvy Street 

And welcome to the PI:-

Ptes Gordon Barrie, Sammy Masson, Jim Conroy, 
Willie Anderson, Rab Morrison, John Phelps, Alan 
Stewart & Bob Greig. 

And congratulations to:-

Sgt Smudge Smith, Cpl Noddy Foulis & LCpl Reggie 
Chapman on their various courses. 
Ptes Al i Jaffray (04) and Sandy Rettie on 
achieving fatherhood. 

Finally, we now look forward to another successful 
year here at Fort George having enjoyed Xmas and New 
Yea r w ith all our families and friends. Lets hope the 
mortars get an airing occasionally this year. 

ASSAULT PIONEER PLATOON 

We will start the notes by welcoming the success-
ful candidates of a very demanding cadre. They are Ptes 
FRASER 64, RUSSELL 39, JAMIESON, WOOD 55, 
POSEY and SMITH 16. The cadre ran for six weeks and 
included demolitions and watermanship. The water
manship bit paid off as it fell on us to convey the wives 
to a deserted beach for their night out. Phase I of the 
instruction consisted of Pte Georgie FRASER instruct
ing the wives on how to burn/scorch/ruin sausages. After 
the 'Barbeque' the men gingerly produced bottles of beer 
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only to find that the wives w ere already making headway 
into their second crate and that the water bottles held 
anything but water! 

We have enjoyed our many treks into the jungle and 
adventures in the South China Sea but we are (we think) 
looking forward to the Moray Firth and Hythe and 
Lydd. 

The stress is on training for Northern Ireland at the 
moment and although it is a long way ahead we look for
ward to the really demanding work it gives us. 

We can at least say we left our mark on the Malay 
Peninsula even though it took an awful lot of plastic 
exf:'losive to do it! 

Also, we hope to meet a lot of our readers during 
our recruiting early in '76. 

COMMAND COMPANY 

oc 
CSM 
CQMS 
Coy Clerks 

Stores 

Captain M N B N Ross 
W02 G Garden 
CSgt W Murdoch 
Lcpl H Strachan 
Pte W Fraser 
Lcpl R Walker 
Lcpl J Hendry 
Pte D Mitchell 

Those of you who have the last magazine can see that 
we have had a few changes in Coy HQ. Captain Kennedy 
left for UK in September for a touring flight home 
stopping over in India. He was last heard of in the North 
West Frontier looking for Dargai. CSgt O'Neill has left 
for the Army Mountain T raining Centre at Fort George. 

Assault Pioneer Platoon. Len to right- Pte. Tltch Barrie, 1./Cpls. Ray Cowe and Laf Lafferty and 
Pte. Kaiser McKay, Seems to be some doubt as to the choice of fuse? 



34 TIGER AND SPHINX 

The Company has taken quite an active part in various 
sports activities during our last 6 months in Singapore. 
Lcpl Ronnie Walker won the hammer at the Brigade 
Sports Week; he has been trying for 8 years to beat Sgt 
Rutherford. We joined forces with Admin Company for 
the Sports Week and managed to win the Athletics 
Competition against all-comers. 

On the training side Exercise Laurel Wreath went off 
well. The CQMS and Lcpl Walker looked after the CSM 
so well he had put on 12 lbs by the end of the exercise. 
Overheard in the Command Post one evening: "Nothing 
much doing Colour; the enemy have been sighted here 
and here, oh by the way - stand still you have a scorpion 
on your shoulder" . 

A mentiort must now be made of the Battalion 
Movements Cell. It all started off with the Company 
Commander being given the job of moving the Battalion 
home. Obviously he was going to need helpers for this 
so he took Sgt Morrison from the Orderly Room, Cpl 
Henry, Pte Kynoch and Pte M itchell form the lnt Sect 
and the whole Reece Platoon came along to help 

The Reece platoon will tell you more about their 
contribution later but briefly it involved the collection 
and loading of some 500 tons of assorted stores into 
containers. It has been thei r main task for nearly two 
months but it has all owed the rest of the Battalion to 
continue training without demands for vast fatigue 
parties. Cpl Henry is helping them with all the necessary 
paperwork and Sgt Morrison and Kynoch are arranging 
the 1600 people aged 0- 45 (or however old the QM is) 
into flights. Exactly what part the gallant Captain is 
playing in all this is a bit of a mystery but since he now 
gets two flasks of coffee from the charwallah, one to his 
Coy Office and one to the Move Office, he must be 
doing something. 

The Company Office is a place of great excitement 
with plans for the empire in Fort George being laid. I 
thought we were going to miss the charwallah when we 
got home but after having the CSM's plan's for feeding 
Coy HQ during the hours 0815 to 1730 I now feel much 
happier. 

One of the joys of Command Company is that it is 
made up of departments peopled by highly intelligent 
and independently minded men. I therefore thought it 
only fair to let them write their own notes so read on to 
hear what they have been up to. 

RECCE PLATOON 

Platoon Commander 
Platoon SSgt 
Platoon Sgt 

Lt S C McDonald 
SSgt C Bla ir 
Sgt A Dent 

This is your Far Eastern Correspondent writing yet 
again during a spare moment or two. Actually the Reece 
Platoon thought that now the Exercise Silly Season was 
over with the last Battalion Exercise, on which by the 
way, we actually did quite a good job finding the enemy 
camp in half an houri However I am digressing, back to 
the point, slave of the pen. We all reckoned that these 
last few months would be rather fun, consisting of a 
little bit of Northern Ireland training, lots of sport and 
adventure training swans, I mean exercises, until some 
dastardly individual mentioned MFO. I don't know about 
you readers but MFO has something to do with boxes. 
The Reece platoon knows better- "MOR E FLAMING 
OVERTIME'~ As a platoon we don't begrudge the battalion 
moving back to UK, intact we are rather pleased bu we 
just wish that Departments and soldiers would not carry 
so much junk around with them, and please Ladies and 

Gents try to keep to your ridiculously small entitle
ment. 

Actually being serious for a moment it is quite fun 
as we know exactly what we've got to do until we 
leave and it gets us out of drill parades. It is also 
surprising how many people become friendly and helpful 
when there is the chance that their MFO might be hand
led slightly less carefully than they might have been. By the 
way there is no truth in the rumour that the Reece 
platoon is getting its "Boxing Colours". 

While the Boss was away at Bisley with the Battalion 
Team, the platoon also did well in the Battalion Rifle 
Meeting, justifying all the shooting instruction. We came 
1st in the A RA match 1c Prac 3 and 4, and 1st in the 
Falling Plate. We would have managed 1st in the "Best 
over-all platoon" competition but because of a shortage 
of man power we were unable to compete in the GPMG 
shoot and therefore only managed 2nd. 

The next major hurdle was the Battalion Sports Week. 
Our forte was the Athletics with Billy Boyd and the 
Boss first and second in the 100m, Billy again managing 
third in the 200m, Mac Mcleod first in the 800 m, second 
in the 1500 m and first in the Cross Country. The Boss 
also managed a second in the Long Jump leaving a per
manent hole in the pit. Jimmy Glen was doing acrobatic 
feats in the 110m Hurdles, but was eventually caught 
out landing on his head, a trait which he seems to enjoy, 
doing it again after the Comd Coy happy hour, this 
time from the back of a 4 tonner. Jimmy, you are just 
lucky you're head is solid bone! All this sporting 
activity was a lead up and trials for the Brigade Sports 
Week. Billy Boyd managed second in the 100m and 
won the 200m. Mac Mcleod ran a good 1500 m and 
came first. So Comd/Admin was ablely supported by 
the Reece in w inning the Brigade Athletics. Teh Comd/ 
Admin Football Team also did well in the Brigade Foot
ball reaching the finals, again the Reece was well represent
ed by Billy Boyd, Tam Mclean and Mac Mcleod. · 

Battalion Block leave saw the Reece platoon spread 
all over SE Asia. Smudge Smith went to join the Navy 
for a trip on HMS Mermaid to Japan and the Phili-
pines. Jimmy Glen, Roger Bannister and Andy M uirhead 
went on a trip to Penang in a hired car, spent a lot of 
time looking for the Boss but at the wrong hotel and 
the wrong week! Roger Bannister then went with the 
Battalion Fishing Club to Tioman for a week and had a 
thoroughly enjoyable time. Staff Blair took his family on 
a car trip around Malaya for a week. Mrs. Pearl McLeod 
gave birth to a baby girl, Alison, on the 9th August. 
Congratulations to the proud parents. Willy Allan got 
married to Linda on the 22nd September, again con
gratulations. 

The Reece at last got a much needed intake of Frank 
Betteridge, Alex Kilgour, Ebb Davidson, Smudge Smith and 
Willy Bowers; welcome lads. Congratulations to Lcpl 
Fraser on his promotion to Cpl and his good effort on 
his Pre-Brecon Cadre- good luck to him at Brecon. Andy 
Muirhead got his much deserved promotion to Lcpl, 
well done. Unfortunately we have lost Tam Markie to 
the Renfrewshire Police, so watch your speed passing 
through Renfrewshire. 

The Platoon Commander leaves us in November. He 
seems to dislike the idea of the Fort so much he is 
going to Bovington for a year which is about as far as he 
can get from Inverness-shire without going abroad. 
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BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM 

Adjutant: Capt A I 0 Forbes, BA 
Chief Clerk: W02 J J ordan 
ORC: Sgt J Morrison 

On being pressuri sed by the Company Office for 
Tiger and Sphinx notes day after day I have finally decided 
to Extractum Digitum and knuckle down to write them. 

Singapore will soon be behind us - -and the British 
Army. It has been an extremely enjoyable posting for 
us. Even a posting to Heaven would be an anti-climax 
after our past two years. Some people have found it 
rather tedious to live here but I believe the secret of 
contentment is living in harmony with the environment 
and take things as they come without being lethargic. 
These w ho haven't enjoyed Singapore have only them
selves to blame. It bubbles with excitement. Just the 
change in the style of living attracts interest, and if 
people only tried to understand this they would have 
found life fascinating. Anyway , the wonders of the Far 
East have filled many writers' lines before and I don't 
have the eloquence to portray its magnificence in word s. 
And so to the Orderly Room Staff and its doings. 
Capt FORBES, BA (Orderly Room?- well, we needed 
a BA to supplement our scanty scrapings of post war 
GCEs that we have at present) He has recently taken hi s 
Staff/Promotion Exam. We all hope he passes. T hey don't 
have majors as Adjutants, do they? 

We all managed to flit through our BE Tests (some 
took a day, other a m onth of Sundays). Surprisingly even 
the Chief Clerk passed after many Sundays trying. It is 
rumoured that he is being awarded Battalion Sports 
Colours for his efforts. 

The Batta lion Fishing Club went on a trip to Tioman 
in August. Tioman is an Island off t he East Coast of 
Malaysia. Being a rath er sedentary ' sport' it is not unusual 
for its members to be clerks, orderlies, storemen, RSM(!) 
etc. The clerks who went up thoroughly enjoyed their 
frolic. They are now experts at teari ng open coconuts 
and can't pass a coconut tree without sh inning up it. They 
said they enjoyed feedi ng the monkeys, or was it the 
other way about? They must have been t he best students 
the monkeys ever had (same level of intelligence helps). 

Shortly after the Tioman trip the battalion went on leave. 
Ours was staggered- as were those who went on leave. Those 
who went on leave at the time are stil l trying to recover. 

A service to commemorate the 3 0th an niversary of the 
Japanese surrender in South East Asia was held a t Kranji 
War Memorial on 12th September, For everyone buried there, 
there was a clergyman to represent his faith. With a ll due 
respect it was li ke a preview of the Day of Judgement. 
Despite the nature of the occasion it was very colourful 
w ith the battalion in ceremonial dress and all the different 
costumes and habits of the many different clergy. It was 
a sight that we shall almost certainly never witness again. 

Sgt Morrison has emerged through moving the 
battalion quite well and unscathed. It seemed a colossal 
job at the outset with so many loose ends and so many 
things to be done. It was hard to know where to begin, 
but everything now seems to be securely tied down. 

Cpl Gordon Davidson's economic calculations have, 
by all reports, worked out well. Money always comes to 
the rich! He has been sending handy hints to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Not that he needs to, of 
course, we are under a Labour Government! 

Cpl Fred Amos left us on the Advance Party. He is 
our PR (Pub Reece) man back home. This itself, is a 
very important task, as most of our policies and decisions 

are formulated and passed in such venues. I only hope 
someone writes them down in future so that we can 
remember what the outcome is the next day. 

We told Lcpl Martin Barclay that we were sending him 
to the School of PE. He was seen at the Gym for days 
flex ing muscles. We then let him into the secret of the 
full title - School of Preliminary Education. By way 
of a change here's a paragraph for Martin:-

The Kat sat on the mat. The Pig is p inq. The Dog is 
big and fat. My cat is blaak. 

During the last month, " to a lleviate boredom", we 
have been inundated with invitations from the Coy Office 
to attend Drill Parades. We have even been called upon to 
shout at people- most unconsiderate and unethical. On 
one of the last parades unfo rtunate Bones had his name 
taken for chewing on parade. It helps you concentrate, 
you know. When asked why he was chewing he said in a 
frustrated tone, "I've done so many *@t?+l l? Parades 
recently , l'm getting too *t! ?+@! nonchalant". 

The leader of the band, Postie McNamara, is busy 
burying his head into post bags looking for more letters. 
As it is getti ng near Christmas he is looking for one letter 
in particular- the letter ' L'. After all they do sing 'Noel' 
at Christmas time. 

Lcpl Joe Knox has recently joined us from the Drums 
and Pi pes. At the moment he is occupied either blowing 
his pipes or blowing hi s top. Once he starts blowing 
bubbles into the air he can.call himself a true Orderly 
Room Clerk. ' -

Pte Tony George has recently found out that Move
ments is not such an easy job. The move back has really 
made him go into overdrive. He has made out so many 
warrants that he has just wrote to British Rail asking for 
his commission (Sterling, not Queen's). 

Pte Jim Reid was the first to leave us from Singapore. 
He returned to sit his 83 course, w hich he is in the 
middle of just now. We hope he comes out on top and 
full of information because all our 81's are getting rusty. 

Well, all that is left to say is that we hope you en
joyed o ur literary extravaga nza. I hope the slander suits 
that are bound to appear do not stop me from writing 
the next notes in si x months time. 

REGIMENTAL POLICE 

Provost Sgt 
Provost Cpl 
-RP Staff 

Sgt Bryden 
Cpl Mcintyre 
Lcpl Bell 
Lcpl Milligan 
Lcpl Milne 
Lcpl McKenzie 
Lcpl Wilson 
Lcpl Robertson 

Quote! A wise man gets wiser and wiser 
A fool will always be a fool. Unquote. 

Since our last notes the Provost Sgt and Staff have 
been kept on their toes. We were involved in RP Duties 
during the Bn Sports Week, Officers Mess Summer Ball 
Combined Gordons and RNZIR Military Tattoo. All ' 
events which attracted large crowds of guests and spectators. 

Over and above our normal duties the RP Staff still 
found time to wear aPT Vest and enter the Bn Olympics 
(BE Tests). Command Company was so short of sprinters 
for this event that the Provost Sgt was ordered to attend. 
(Take note SP Coy). 
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Our tour in Singapore is coming to an end (unfort
unately). We are all packed and ready to go and should 
all be in Fort George by Mid November. Lcpls Willie Bell 
McKenzie and Wilson are at Fort George now laying out' 
the red carpet. Any guests who wish accommodation can 
do so by applying one week in advance. 

Its with great regret that we say farewell to Lcpl 
Mick Hubbard and Lcpl John Williams. Lcpl Hubbard 
has left us for civvy street. We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish him all the best and look forward to 
seeing him perhaps at the reunion in Aberdeen. 

Lcpl Williams has been posted to Cyprus for a six 
month tour with the United Nations as Canteen NCO at 
Akrotiri. We wish him luck in his new job. 

We welcome into the fold Cpl Archie Mel ntyre and 
Lcpl Mick RobertSon. Both of SP Coy who were given 
a free transfer to the RP Staff. Cpl Mel ntyre unfort
unately will be leaving us in March for civvy street. 

The Main Gate is now like Grand Central Station as 
there are not only Regimental Police but the IAPF 
Civilian Police and Hordes of Singapore Armed Forces 
personnel who are in the process of taking over the 
Barracks. It is estimated that there are 1500 recruits 
in the UK Staging Camp at the moment and this figure 
is increasing we~kly. 

Congratulations are in order to Lcpls McKenzie, 
Robertson, Milne and Williams in passing their BE 
Tests. The remainder of the RP Staff are still working 
at it. 

We the Staff of the Regimental Police close now 
and wish all members of the Bn and their families a 
merry Christmas and a Happy New Year for the coming 
Festive Season. 

Question 
1. Who is the E. D. Kid? 
2. Who is known as "Beep Beep"? 
3. Who is impersonating "Yule Brynner"? 
4. Where did the Provo Sgt find a Red PT Vest? 
See the next T & S for the answers. 

DRUMS AND PIPES 

Pipe President 
Drum Major 
Pipe Major 

Capt M N B N Ross 
SSgt B Huntington 
Sgt B MacRae 

Since our last contribution to the T & S there have 
been two changes in the chain of command. Capt 
Ross has taken over the he I m as Band President, 
relieving Major R C I Robinson. Pipe Majo r MacRae has 
returned from Chepstow to take over from Pipe Major 
"Joe" Kerr BEM who has departed to greater things at 
Band Coy in Edinburgh. 

The first entry of note is the result of the piping 
and drumming competition staged by Djakarta St 
Andrews Society at the end of July. The following 
places are those gained by the Gordon Highlanders:-

Mini Bands 
1st Cpl Davies 

Lcpl Taylor 
Pte Calder 
Pte Dailly 
Pte Macey 

6/8 Marches 
1st Cpl Stewart 

2/4 Marches 
1st Cpl Stewart 

2nd Cpl Stewart 4th Cpl Cruickshank 
Lcpl Alexander Cpl Gow 
Lcpl Mellay Cpl Whyte 
Pte McSeveney Pte Gregson 
Pte R ugg Pte Lovett 

2nd Cpl Davies 3rd Pte Macey 

3rd Pte Rugg 

Strathspey & Reel 
1stCpl Stewart 2nd Pte Rugg 

Hornpipe & Jig 
lstCpl Stewart 2nd Pte Rugg 

Drumming 

6/8 March 

3rd Pte Macey 

2nd Pte McSeveney 3rdLcpl Taylor 

2/4 March Strathspey & Reel 

2nd Pte McSeveney 3rd Lcpl Taylor 

Bands which took part were the Malayan Rangers, 
elements of the Gurkha Bde, Australia T.A. The Singapore 
Ladies and of course the Gordon Highlanders. 

The greater part of August was taken up with a welcome 
period of leave. In fact the only job in the month was 
undertaken by the Pipey who flew of to Brunei for 5 
days. He was to play at a dinner attended by the Sultan 
w ho intends starting a pipe band of his own in the near 
f uture. This band w ill be found from the Sultan's Own 
Army but he hopes to get a qualified instructor from a 
Scottish Regiment. This will obviously be a good job 
for someone (I don't think the sarong in Gardens Tartan 
would do anything for you Cpl Stewart!. 

On 12th September both bands played at Kranj i 
War Memorial to commemorate the end of hostilities 
in Singapore in 1945. In the evening of the same day we 
donned the white jackets and put on a show in the 
Raffles Hotel. We had to do this job static as the area 
to work in was very restricted and we didn't want the 
front rank of pipers in the Hotel swimming pool which 
took up most of the space. 

At the end of September we once again swapped the 
instrument for the rifle and joined 'D' Company for 3 
weeks Northern Ireland Training. Everybody put their 
back into this and the band once again came away with 
a good report. During the training we played away HMS 
Mermaid and HMS Glamorgan en route to UK. When 
the Glamorgan left a camera team from World News was 
present and they filmed and recorded the band on the 
quayside as the ship left. This will form part of a fi lm on 
the British withdrawal f rom the Far East and w ill be in 
cinemas around the world in Autumn 1976. 

On 1st October we went to "Singapore Cricket Club" 
where we played at a football match between the Cricket 
Club and the Battalion. 

The 8th of October found us outside the Officers 
Mess where we recorded some requests for B. F .B.S. This 
was a bit off the cuff but the final thing came over very 
well. As the recording was in the open air we had t o do 
one or two retakes due to claps of thunder. 

The diary l ooks a bit clearer now apart from the 
Kranji parade on Remeberance Sunday, and the odd job 
for one or two pipers. This of course does not include St. 
Andrews day where the band splits up to play at Bangkok, 
Djakarta, Manila and Kuala Lumpur. Also at this time 
several of the band go to Tokyo and Okinawa to take 
part in Expo 75. On return to Singapore after these jobs 
we have a quick tidy up then it's home to Scotland and 
farewell to the "Local Overseas Allowance". 

Before closing we would like to take this opportunity 
of congratulating Pipe Major Joe Kerr on his being awarded 
the BEM and also on his promotion to WO 2. We hope 
he can funnel some good pipers and drummers our way 
during his tour at Dreghorn. We also wish Cpl "Alex" 
Stewart luck on his Pipe Major's course at Edinburgh 
Castle. 
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SIGNAL PLATOON 

RSO 
A/RSO 
Radio Sgt 
Signal Sgt 
Signal Stores 

Lt A J M Durcan 
SSgt J Davidson 
Sgt P Pratt 
Sgt W Kenny 
Sgt N Donald 

Once again I find myself faced w ith the daunting 
task of writing the Tiger and Sphinx notes, only this 
time I'm doing i t to the accompaniment to crashing 
hammers and the grunts and groans of the platoon man
handling packing cases. Looking back on our last few 
months in Singapore the platoon has had an extremely 
busy time. We started in September with the annual 
classification, the platoon chose a particularly wet day 
at Paluda to classify w ith our personal weapons. The 
bad weather didn't seem to bother the crack, and not so 
crack shots in the platoon as everyone passed w it hout a 
great deal of trouble. After the classification we gathered 
one dark morning before dawn to pound round Gurkha 
Square under the eagle eye of SSI (Muscles) Bacon and 
his PT Staff for the BE Test. For anyone w ho has still 
to complete the test Cpl Andy Parry is will ing to give 
lessons on how to rupture yourself on the six toot wall 
and be excused the test tor another year. But that's 
another story. 

The platoon was extremely well represented in both 
Coy teams in the Bn Football competition. Unfortunately 
the first team could not match the fast attack ing foot
ball produced by the second team in the 'B' League. The 
second team were very narrowly beaten into the league 
by 'A' Coy. 

L cpls Sandy Smith and Sandy Christie both excelled 
in Tug of War and could be seen most afternoons before 
the competition trying to pull down various trees about 
the camp. We are happy to report that the trees are still 
standing and are apparently none the worse for their 
harrowing experience. 

Pte Jockey Morrison again tried to convi nce us that 
he was the fastest thing on two feet during the Bn 
Athletics meeting. Unfortunately he had to be taken to 
hospital after one race as he injured himself. There he 
proved to the doctors that he was the fastest thing on 
two feet w hen they told him he could go home. 

Pte John Lynch is an extremely happy man these 
days as at long last after a great deal of waiting and 
gnashing of teeth by the Pay Office and others, pay 
records in UK have decided to give him his back pay. 
What little money he has left may come in extremely 
handy in the near future as he seems to be well in the 
lead in the platoon marriage stakes. 

Most of the platoon went on block leave in August 
w ith the exception of Lcpl Podge Christie who decided 
to take a jaunt to Hong Kong with Sp Coy. He arrived 
back in Singapore penniless and full or lurid tales of the 
night life "doon in Wanchai". All volunteers for next 
years Sp Coy concentration are to form an orderly queue 
outside the RSO's office in Fort George. 

After leave we dived straight into signals training for 
A, B & D Coy's with one Regular Radio User and three 
Casual Radio Users cadres of a weeks duration being run 
for all three Coys. 

All these cadres involved a great deal of work on the 
part of all the instructors as most of the preparation had to 
be done during their leave, and they should be heartily 
congratulated for a good job well done. During this time 
we also had a Bn Swimming Gala where Lt Durcan and 
Lcpl Sandy Smith. the platoon fish, won three prizes 
each and Pte Jimmy Crighton managed to finish the three 

legged race without drow ning his partner or himself which 
is no mean achievement. 

Sgt Norrie Donald, Pte Jockey Morrison, Pte Rab Yule 
and Pte John Hamilton left for UK on 12th September 
with the pre-advance party. They were followed soon 
after by Pte Skiddy Kidd on the 26th September with 
the Advance party. 

We sincerely hope t hat t hey have all the boxes un
loaded and unpacked by the 6th of Jnauary, as the 
prospect of unloading all the boxes we packed here is 
enough to make even Lcpl Sandy Smith turn grey. 

We w ould like to congratulate Cpls Bill Kenny and 
Peter Pratt on their promotion to Sgt, and Pte John 
McPherson on his promotion to Lcpl. We have said good
bye to Ptes Mooty Murray and Davey Philip who have 
left us for the dubious joys of civvy street, and Cpl Ali 
Buchan who has gone to A Coy. 

We welcome to the platoon Cpl Monto Kellas who re
joins us from 'D' Coy after a year's absence from the 
platoon. Also from ' D' Coy we welcome Pte Jimmy Harvey 
as a new member to the platoon, and Pte Jim Crighton 
w ho has also joined us from 'A' Coy. 

On a sadder note we would l ike to offer our deepest 
condolences to Lcpl Bill and Moira Ralph on the death 
of their son William. 

MT PLATOON 

MTO 
MT Sgt 
MT Cierk 
4 Ton Section 
L /Rover Section 
Driving Cadres 

LAD REME 

L t J B Hutton 
Sgt A Henderson 
Cpl T McSeveney 
Lcpl W Brooks 
Cpl J McQueen 
Cpl R Murphy 
Cpl J. McQueen 
Lcpl A Sanderson 
Sgt C Keech 

Looking out of the window at the rain lashed ramparts 
of Fort George, why did we ever bemoan the ceiling fan 
disturbing our papers in Singapore or the noisy air 
cond itioners. Still, it is nice to be back. 

Now that we have our disembarkation leave and the 
festive season behind us and are now managing to get 
thawed out (with the odd one drying out), we can attempt 
to direct our attention from the threatening blizzard 
outside back to the warmer climbs of Singapore and bring 
you up to date. 

The battalion rifle meeting in June started the period 
off, and the MT platoon having won the SMG falling 
plates at the previous meeting, were determined to do 
well. Cpl "TINY" HANDLEY took best overall result 
with the SMG w ith Cpl MURPH Y runner up. Cpl 
MURPHY together with his team of Cpl HANDLEY, 
Lcpl SANDERSON & Pte " FARM ER" ANDERSON took 
first place in SMG match 4. Not bad for those who spend 
their range time sunning t hemselves on the top of their 
4 tonners. 

July saw the disappearance once more of Sgt's 
HENDERSON & RUTHERFORD, still chasing the 
elusive education certificate, and am happy to report 
that as their reward Sgt HENDERSON was awarded it 
and Sgt RUTHERFORD chalked up two subjects towards 
it. Sgt RUTHERFORD has recently been posted to 
Peterhead as a recruiter, so things are a bit quieter round 
here now. Keep up the talk GABBY, you'll get them in. 

The battalion b lock leave period in August/ Sep
tember saw some of the lucky ones who managed to 
escape the duty roster disappear tor a week to Penang. 
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Not much has been heard about their time there which 
immediately brings them under suspicion. Likewise the 
MTO. who forfeited 10 days of his leave and sneaked 
off to Hong Kong with Sp Company- Duty. 

The departure of our advance party personnel in 
September/October left us a bit thin but made up for it 
by returning a few vehicles to Ordnance. We man!!ged to 
return all our vehicles with no disasters, which says a lot 
for the effort put in by everyone in preparing them. We 
were all a bit apprehensive about handing over to 
Ordnance instead of the usual incoming unit. However, we 
gav:! an extra shine to the first batch returned which helped 
a great deal . First impressions. 

The driving-cadre NCO's, namely Cpl MURPHY, Cpl 
McQUEEN & Lcpl SANDERSON deserve a special 
mention for the hours and miles they put in at what can 
only be described as a hair raising experience. Anyone 
who has knowledge of the average Singapore drivers 
will know what hair raising really means. They did a 
first class job and the 59 learner and 28 HGV drivers who 
successfully passed their test in the last 15 months speak 
for themselves. 

oc 
CSM 
CQMS 
Clerks 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPANY 

Capt A D MacDonald-Haig 
W02 P Robertson 
C/Sgt W Clark 
Cpl Thow I 
Pte Stewart J 

"No news is good news". It seems pointless to bore 
readers with the mundane day to day aspects of our work. 
We have, of course, been as busy as ever, in particular 
packing everything we can lay our hands on to send back 
home. Company personnel are flying back on a "trickle 
charge", not en masse, and already our strength in 
Singapore has been considerably reduced. By the time you 
read these noted, the company should be fully oper
ational again at Fort George. 

The highlight of the last few months had undoubtedly 
been the Forces Sports Week. The combined Admin/ 
Command Company teams performed extremely well, 
coming first in athletics, and runners up in soccer. Some 
were not so lucky. SSgt KEVIN BACON had spent so 
long running round a track anti clockwise, that he found 
himself incapable of turning a right hand bend, and lost 
his way during the cross country event. Several other 
members of the team also lost their way, which was un
fortunate, because they had a good chance of winning 
the event. 

Our basketball team won the inter company league, 
and SSgt BACON and Lcpl DOWNIE deserve a special 
mention for representing the battalion in the Army and 
Combined Services Teams. The latter team got through 
to the semi finals in a civilian league, which is no small 
achievement. 

Our eight man swimming team succeeded in coming 
third in the Battalion Swimming Gala. Cpl TONY 
MARTIN and Cpl DENNIS O'LEARY did particularly 
well, taking part in every possible event. They were 
pretty exhausted by the end of the afternoon. 

Thus we have proved yet again that we can win 
sporting events as well as sitting at our desks. 

For the not so fit, the yearly panic has again started; 
the annual Battle Efficiency test. Every week those who 
have not yet passed can be seen puffing their way round 
the Ghurka Square, wishing the climate was not so hot 
and humid, and that they had not had that last pint 
of beer the night before. They probably wish a lot of 

other things too, but we will not mention them here. 
Pte JAKE STEWART, one of the company clerks, 

seems to th ink that it is quicker driving home overland 
to UK, or is he frightened of flying? Anyway, he set off 
with the other members on Exercise Buchan Return, and we 
have not heard from them since, unreliable sources indicate 
that they were last seen off their planned route near Khatmandu. 

By the time you read these notes, we will all be home, 
and possibly fee ling not a little cold. We wish you all a 
Happy Christmas and a Good New Year. 

QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT 

Quartermaster Captain R SHay, MBE, BEM 
Technical Quarter-
master 
ROMS 
TOMS 
SQMS 
Master Tailor 
Armourer SSgt 
Clothing NCO 
Accommodation 

Captain R D Strachan, MBE 
WO II J C Easson 
WO II JWill 
WO II S Paul , ACC 
SSgt W Dack, RAOC 
SSgt J Jeffrey, REME 
Sgt G Sutherland 

NCO Sgt I Hay 
Telecommunications 
NCO Sgt B Featherstone, REME 

One home and one away could best describe our 
present situation as we take over Fort George and hand 
over the Nee Soon Barracks. Metaphorically it remains 
hotter in Singapore and people continue to smile. 

Frequently one hears of employed personnel being 
referred to as base-wallahs etc. It took the battalion 
Wapinshaw to show that such an element had not forgotten 
the basic skills of an infanteer of "Shoot To Kill" . The 
following plate team consisting of Capt Strachan, Ssgt 
Jeffrey, Cpl 0' Leary and Cfn Paterson reached the f inal 
and were runners up. The best rifle shot went to Ssgt 
Jeffrey. 

Our Annual Admin Inspection or Fitness For Role, 
as it is now called took place on 22 July 75. Prior to this 
date we had been visited by all sorts of inspection teams 
who endeavoured to fault the system. We are still here 
so naturally assume our system is acceptable. 

Block leave in August saw the Battalion dispersed 
from Bugis Street to Bangkok with our usual little 
nucleus keeping things going in barracks. It was during 
this period that the OM's annual night out was held and 
again in the Ming Court Hotel. It is here that the beer is 
colder and the girls hotter or is it the steaks are bigger 
and the beer costs less!! Yet again it was recorded as a 
huge success by all who attended. Mrs Alexander attended 
whilst her better half Cpl Alexander was in Hong Kong and, 
by all accounts, both had an excellent time. 

The glorious days of sunny Singapore and soldiers 
is regrettably drawing to a close and nostalgia takes over 
in many a get together. There are many local employed 
civilians who have spent a life time in the employment 
of HM Forces and despite the uncertain future they 
continue to smile. Such a proud group presented a salver 
of Selangor pewter suitably engraved to the OM and ACC 
Staff. Needless to say the occasion warranted some beer 
and curry puffs. Sgt Foskett and his merry gang of 
culinery experts put on a good show of eats at a small 
kitchen staff party held recently. National dishes were 
prepared to cater for Indians, Chinese, Malayan and 
British. With the RC and Protestant Padres also there, 
it is not surprising that it was such an excellent evening. 
Farewell gifts to Lcpl Burberry and Pte Gowers were 
presented. 
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Gillanders 
MOTORS 

GREENHOLE PLACE, BRIDGE OF DON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
BRIDGE OF DON, ABERDEEN AB2 8EU 

TELEPHONE: BALGOWNIE 703697 (4 Lines) 

THI Nil 
VOlVO 
I STAll 
245 Dl 

CALL AND SEE THE NEW VOLVO ESTATE CAR 
245 MODEL IN OUR NEW SHOWROOM 

AT THE BRIDGE OF DON 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
AND OTHER VOLVO RANGE OF CARS 

39 
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A move must always involve the 'Q' side regardless 
of where, what and how- this move is no different! I 
Pack this, pack that, and when the lid is nailed down a 
request is invariably received of "Can I have this, and 
thatr' An initial and extremely popular reply is "Nol 
you bloody well can't". Alas, the lid comes off and at 
least one side departs smiling. All members of the 
department continue to work hard at providing a Service 
whether it be in Singapore or Fort George and a contented 
customer assist the job satisfaction. 

Congratulations to the following on their recent 
successes in the Brigade Cookery Competition:-

Class 1 (Fish) 
Class 2 (Meat) 
Class 4 (Open) 
Class 5 (Veg 

Carving) 
Class 6 (Unit team) 

Lcpl Gallon 
Sgt Foskett 
Sgt Foskett 

Lcpl Jones 
Lcpl Paton & 

Runner up 
Highly commended 
Runner up 

Runner up 

Pte Wood 1st Place 
Farewells are to be said along with many thanks to the 
following:-

TQMSWill 
Ssgt Jeffrey 
Cpl Jeffrey. 
Lcpl Burberry 
Pte Duncan 
Pte Gowers 
Pte Geeves 
Cfn Paterson 

Welcome to:

WO II Fraser W 
Sgt Gibson 
Pte Clark 

Congratulations to:

Lcpl Hopper REME 
Ssgt Dack 

LS Recruiter/Civilian 
Posted 
Civilian 
Posted 
Civilian 
Posted 
Storeman, RAOC 
Posted 

TOMS 
Armourer Sgt 
Equipment Repairer 

On Promotion 
On his many golf and bowli ng 
trophies- (The MTO is to 
present a spat making trophy 
next year) 

Stop Press: Rumours have been circulating of the 
STUPENDOUS Simca Estate car that Captain Hay has 
just boughtll 

REGIMENTAL BAND 

Band President: 
Bandmaster: 
B.S.M. 

Major Sir Peter Redwood Bt. 
WO 1 F. A. Renton ARCM psm. 
WO 11 R. G. Forsyth 

Well it happened again, everything moving along 
nicely to our farewell to Singapore in mid November, 
when in mid October between 1030 and 1035 hrs one 
morning, it was decided that we were returning to UK 
on the first flight instead of the twelfth, complete with 
instruments and music to play for the Inauguration, by 
H.M. The Queen, of North Sea Oil at B.P.'s Aberdeen 
Headquarters. A truly splendid .occasion and a marvell
ous start to our new posting in the North East. 'Ron' 
Massie, newly enshrined at R.HQ, found himself back 
in the thick of it, organising music stands and other heavy 
equipment to save flight weight. Cpl. 'Wany' Innes was 
waiting our arrival with our other problems sorted out 
and away we went- it can't be bad, Singapore to 
Scotland and 24 hours later on television with our 
Sovereign. 

The rapidity of our move meant that farewells 

geared for a one month period nad to be condensed 
into ten days, and evey performance became our last 
at that venue. We managed to squeeze in, various 
messes, most of the Schools and the British High 
Commission, all sad occasions at the end of our two 
year stay. Our relationship with the 'Kiwi' Band under 
Capt. Carson, had been particularly enjoyable both 
socially and musically, and was in marked contrast to 
the musical isolation of Fort George. Suitably, 
alchoholic farewells were said, continuing far into the 
night at the iHerlin Hotel , many visitors turning up to 
wish us 'bon voyage'; the Bandmaster even managed a 
half hour on the radio with Sarah Bowden, to complete 
the farewells and make sure we didn't miss anybody. 

So we flew on October 30th, rehearsed in Aberdeen 
on November 2nd, an did the Inauguration ceremony 
on the 3rd, then went on our leave to visit various parents 
and families, sadly missed during the previous two years. 

On our return from leave, our Recruiting Tour 
immediately became foremost in everyones' mind. 
Another complete coverage of the Regimental Area, 
a chance to renew old acquaintances, and hopefully make 
new conquests. 

We have already done one concert in Inverness, at 
the Caledonian Hotel, which is to become a regular 
event, doing one concert per week during the summer 
season, - got to keep the Americans happy somehow. 

The Band has taken on rather a new look since our 
return from the mystic East. Bdsm. 'Sam' Ellis, 'Fred' 
Simpson, and 'Steve' Wilson were duly despatched to 
Kneller Hall, for whom we received Bdsm. Watt, Garioch 
and Henderson in return, plus Bdsm. Duncan, Moran 
and Irvine from Dreghorn (The Divisional Junior 
Musicians Wing). We hope they all have a fruitful I and 
enjoyable career with us. Cpl. John Wilson went off to 
Dreghorn as an Instructor and we got Cpl. 'Watty' Innes 
back. 

We've seen a lot of two ex Band members, 'Al i' Ross
trying t o sell us all houses and 'Ali' Rae trying to sell us all 
insurance, between teaching woodwind instruments in' 
Grampian Region Schools. We hope we see more 'old uns' 
during the next few weeks, more about that, next time. 

THE SERGEANTS' MESS 

With training across the Causeway to Malaya slowly 
coming to a grind, June gave the Entertainment Comm
ittee more time to organize and plan social life in the Mess. 

After a period of three years, the games night for 
individual trophies got off the ground. After a most en
joyable evening the following came out on top: 

Carpet Bowls Sgt Hank Sutherland 
Crib Sgt Jim Schroder 
Darts Sgt Dave Henderson 
Snooker Sgt John Gordon 
Dominoes Sgt lan Martin 

On the 28th of June, "HUGHIE" W02 DAVE GREEN 
and his committee organized an "Opportunity Knocks" 
evening which was a roaring success, and is talked of to 
this day. The winners were P/M JOE KERR & C/Sgt 
COLIN BLAIR who were dressed up as "Kai-Tai's" and 
demonstrated how they perform, they put on an excellent 
show. Runner up was none other than the Guest Star 
who nobody knew as it was dressed up as a "Hippy". 
The suspense was soon broken when he sang the following 
to the tune of "The Yellow Rose of Texas". 
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CSM ROBERTSON 

Chorus 
I'm the greatest Sgt Major and that's the honest truth 
I'm better than lan Mitchell and outshine Bertie Booth 
They'll never get another that can do the job so well 
And if they ever try it they can all go to hell . 

Chorus 
If your lookin' for a cabbie on a great big whirlie bird 
You'll have to come and see me to get the master's word 
And when it stops to function in the middle o ' the sky 
I'm the Sgt Major that's first to say bye bye. 

Chorus 
I've got a fat wee Quartie his name is Nobby Clark 
And if I want to see him he's on a fitba park 
I rib him something stinkin when I get him at the bar 
But all I get in answer is I' m twenty over par. 

Chorus 
With the Mil Band I am lumbered they nearly break my 

heart 
To try and make them soldiers you have nae chance 

o' that 
The only time you get them when the boys are oot 

o' camp 
And then big Massie is schimfin' that awe his reeds are 

damp. 

Chorus· 
I'm bothered with old Bradley who takes a dram or four 
He's got the cleanest weapons inside the Armoury door 
This is no surprising for they're never used a ta 
The best thing he can do then is throw the key awa. 

Chorus 
If your a Sgt Major and your tal kin' to this kid 
You'd better watch your manners for I can bite back guid 
The next time there's a RSM's (RAASIMS) and you 

think your coys it 
I'll soon sort your performance when I send you all 

the s ........ .. 

Chorus 
If you think then you've a hard job just spend a day 

with me 
· You won:t be sitting long there when you're running 

for a pee 
You've nae idea whit comes next you're out in sympathy 
You'll admit to everybody this coys no for me. 

In July we had our last Regimental Dinner Night 
in Singapore. O~.:r guests were Major R D ORO and 
Captain G A Sullivan. Also in July a Mr & Mrs Evening 
was held which again was a great success. The final 
winners after a lot of head $1Cratching were Sgt & Mrs Alan 
Marjoribanks. 

Sporting wise, the Officers' Mess challenged the 
Sgts' Mess to a cricket match, unlike previous years the 
match was based on 3 x 6 a side teams which the Sgts' 
Mess won after a long lay off two games to one. P/M 
JOE KERR won the prize for $COring the most runs. He 
was heard to remark after the game "It's just great what 
a few drams can do before a game, when the ball was 
bowled towards me I always saw three of them so I just 
lashed out at the middle one and I connected every 
time". 

Other social events have included a "Surprise Night" 
which included "Come As You Are", it certainly pulled 
a few surprises out of the hat. The things some people 
wear, many and varied were the outfits. How - laughed 
at the husband & wife teams from each coy who attempted 
to copy two local fellows who demonstrated "Chapatti" 

making. It was'nt as easy as it looked. but Sgt IAN 
ROBERTSON and wife BETTY finally emerged as 
winners. It certianly surprised us (despite BE tests etc) 
when the "Limbo" was tried, W02 DRAGONETTI had 
most of us at a slight disadvantage and looked at one 
stage as if he might put us all to shame. However, the 
prize went to Sgt JOHN MORRISON who slid under the 
Limbo Pole like a snake. 

With our tour of duty in Singapore now at an end, 
and everything packed in the Mess that can be packed 
(except ROBERT HO the Head Barman) and moving 
back to UK and going on leave until 6th January these 
notes will finish in the normal manner by: Cong~atula
tions go to P/M JOE KERR on his award of the BEM. 
RSM BOB GREEN HOWE, ROMS JIM EASSON & W02 
FRED FRASER on their award of the Long Service & 
Good Conduct Medal. We also congratulate Sgt GLEN 
LOW & Sgt DAVE HENDERSON on the births of their 
sons. 

Comings and goings we welcome W02 PAT CHAR MAN 
& C/Sgt ANDY McKINNON from 2/51. P/ M BRIAN 
MacRAE from Chepstow. Sgt IAN BRUCE from Aberdeen. 
We say farewell to W02 Bl LL ROSS to 2/51, VV02 RON 
MASSIE to Aberdeen, Sgt ABE SIEVWRIGHT to 3/51, 
Sgt GRAHAM MOODIE to London Jocks, Sgt NORMAN 
JAFFRAY to Schorncliffe, Sgt "GABBY' RUTHER
FORD to Peterhead & finally P/M JOE KERR to 
Edinburgh. 

Finally promotions. We w·elcome to the Sgts' Mess 
Sgt "BARRA'' COLE, Sgt PETER PRATT, Sgt BILL 
KENNY, Sgt JOHN SPROUL & Sgt Bl LL PHI MISTER, 
and we congratulate on their promotions within the 
Mess CSM DAVE GREEN, CSM "RAB" PHILIP & 
SSgt DAVE GREIG. 

PAY OFFICE NOTES 

The only addition to the Pay Staff since the last 
notes were submitted is that we welcome Cpl Ernie 
Trendell from 42 Regt RA. 

Congratulations are due to Cpl Jamie Phillips on his 
promotion to that exalted rank and also to Cpl Tony 
Martin on passing Part I of ICMA. Cpl Martin and Sgt 
Mick Ludwig are now in situ at Fort George having flown 
home with the pre advance and advance parties. 

Cpl. Martin managed to collect a few more trophies 
for h is prowess on the sports field. It is not yet known 
what his excess MFO charges will be for extra cases he 
sent home. 

Sgt Mick Ludwig did have difficulty selling his car 
and unfortunately only managed to getS 150:00 for it 
as scrap, it is believed that he spent more than this 
advertising in the 'Straits Times'. 

Cpl Mick Hampshire has taken part in a cruise on 
HMS Mermaid seeing the flesh pots of Japan and the 
Phillipines (Nol he is not transferring to the Royal 
Navy: it is still the Intelligence Corps). Cpl Jamie 
Phillips not to be outdone decided he would take a 
cruise on HMS Glamorgan during her visit to 
Singapore - unfortunately this was only round the coast 
of Malaysia, What can it be about the sea that attracts 
the members of the pay team as Cpl Derek Vickers has 
of recent weeks been carrying off prizes at the R&d 
House Yacht Club including being a member of the 
winning crew at the Services' Regatta. He must have 
improved as all he used to get in the past was a ducking. 

Cpl Ernie Trendell spent three weeks in Hong Kong 
with Sp Coy but doing what we haw yet to find out. 
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The Paymaster has been heard to mumble over his 
cup(s)(s)(s) of coffee that more money is now being re
ceived into lmprest Account than is being paid out due 
to the sale of Barrack Stores selling surplus kit. How can 
one keep within the limits of the authorised balance? 

GUESS WHO 

We start with the boss, more service than most 
He hails from Buckingham and an excellent host 
He drinks black coffee - preferably free 
He handles the money as you will see. 

Akin to Dad's Army - T.he same age as well 
A bank manager also as the CO will tell 
He's a fine sense of humour- a bit of a rib 
He needs it, you see, as he cannot play crib. 

We ne)(t have a small one - a WO 2 
He stands on a box as he's 5 foot 2 
He's been with the Gordons quite a wee spell 
But the lads in the office wish him farewell. 

He went to New Zealand for a six week trip 
He enjoyed the scenery and the occasional nip 
Wearing Kilt & Glengarry - he had a ball I 
Until he tripped over plants and showed his all! 

We next have a Sergeant- after a flower he's named 
But as selling Corsairs he's most probably famed 
He does PR I - of whch he is proud 
But his debtors are known to curse him aloud. 

The game that he plays, he plays with a stick 
He puts balls in the net with an expert flick 
He holds his drink well -though he is'nt a boozer 
But at Mess games nights he's the Worlds born loser. 

We next have a fellow- after a county he's named 
His antics at football he is never ashamed 
A little bit moody but he gets about 
In the office he's likely to rave and to shout 

He's just passed his driving test of which he is proud 
He didn't shimff once on the course (not out loud!) 
His dress is outlandish- he's never a prig 
He looks like an Apache when he wears his wig! 

UNIT FAMILIES ORGANIZATION 
PRESIDENT REGIMENTAL INSTITUTES 

Unit Families Officer 
President Regimental 
Institutes 
Families Warrant 
Officer 
Families Sergeant 
President Regimental 
Institutes Sergeant 

Major R S Fawcus 

Lt J B Hutton 

W02 S C Warden 
Sgt M D Hamilton 

Sgt L Anderson 

The new scribe is still in the chair due to "Sunray" 
going home to SCOTLAND early along with Sgt ANDER
SON to pave the way for the rest of us regarding 
housing. 

Well the call for these notes came right at our 
busiest time. "March Outs", "Pre March Outs" and 
Flights all at once. Still as I tell the younger members of 
the Staff, "The impossible takes a little bit longer". 

At the time of writing we have 5 Flights gone and 
5 still to go. Only another 141 Families left to fly. 

Sgt HAMIL TON from our branch in the South de
parted on the first flight all set for the bright lights 
of Aberdeen, but a change of plans at the last minute 
altered that. 

As already mentioned the UFO and Sgt ANDERSON 
departed early in August for the Fort. They have had a 
hard job trying to fit everybody into "Quarters" of 
some description or another. Recent signals intimate 
that everyone requiring a Quarter should be housed by 
mid January 1976. A good job well done. 

Cpl TOPPING has been hard at it packing up all the 
UFO/PRI Stores assisted by our bus drivers (Cp! 
HASTINGS & Lcpl GRAY) I believe the final total of 
boxes etc, came to 85. 

"Ocr Buses "didn't get as far as Hong Kong, only 
to the local yard for selling. They did us proud anyway. 
Since taking them over from 1 R.H.F. just on two years 
ago:-

GORDON CASTLE has covered 
CRATHES CASTLE has covered 

TOTAL MILEAGE 

41,983 miles 
44,780 miles 

86,763 

By the time you read this Lcpl GRAY will be on his 
pre-release course and we wish him all the very best in 
ciwy street and thank him for all his hard work whilst 
with us. 

Cpl BRUCE has been holding the "Fort" in the 
South very well and he is to be congratulated on the 
award of his EPC Certificate with " Distinctions" in Mil 
Cales and C.W.A. Taffy has passed his Comm Skills to
wards his EPC (A), well done. 

Congratulations are also in order to the UFWO on the 
award of his "Full Sports C0lours" for Swimming. 

Mention must be made here to, two of our workers 
who put in a lot of time and running about. Lcpl "Don't 
frown you'll !;et wrinkles" GIBSON, and our man on 
loan from the MT Pte MENZIES who has covered a few 
miles on "Welfare Jobs". Keep up the good work lads 
you're doing a great job. 

Before we leave Sl NGAPOR E we must m ention our 
"Civilian Staff", Mr PIERRE ROCH and his merry band. 
They have given the military many years of loyal and' 
faithful service. In fact some of them have served us 
for almost 30 years. 

As a small token of our app_reciation we held a small 
party for them at CHIP BEE and presented them all 
with a small inscribed plaque. (See insert picture). 

One of our lady's did us proud recently by appearing 
at our Office with a nice bouguet of flowers and a " Thank 
You" for all our help. I would like to take this oppor
tunity and say how much we appreciated her kind gesture. 

No doubt by the time you read these notes there 
will be a few changes in our Department, and who knows 
maybe even a new scribe. 

MEDICAL CENTRE 

Medical Officer 
Medical Sgt 
Medical Staff 

Major R J 0 Smith RAMC 
Sgt S Baillie 
Cpl P Comiskey 
Cpl P Kelly 

Over the past few years, these notes have been 
written, (put together) by the Medical Officer in Residence 
at the time, but for the past few months however, the 
Regiment has been looked after by Major R J 0 Smith 
RAMC with his RAMC Staff. It might seem that this 
little Department has been doing very little but under
neath the quiet we are a hive of activity, ensuring that 
everyone has up to date vaccinations for their return 
to UK. Once there, we shall start to play our own personal 
type of darts once again protecting you all against all 
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manners of diseases ranging form Flu to Yellow Fever. 
A First Aid Training Wing has just started up and it 

is good to see the Bn making f ull use of i t on part of the 
Nl Training. Our aim is to not only have fifty or so men 
holding the Armed Forces Fi rst Aid Certificate, but 
also to give some training to every man from the 
highest to the lowest. (You can never tell when it will 
come in handy). 

With the Medical Cadre now in full swing, it was 
decided that a Mock Casualty Exercise be held at night 
for D Coy. This was a great success from which a lot 
was learned, and we now have to arrange for yet 
another such exercise. 

Two people that are always forgotten from these 
notes are our Ambulance Drivers as they are changed 
every month, yet we would be unable to go anywhere 
without them. For the last couple of months in Singa
pore we have on temporary loan from the MT Pte E 
Wilson and Pte J Main. Maybe the powers that be will 
think 'Why not teach the Medical Staff to drive their own 
Ambulance? It might save everyone a lot of bother. 

These are our last notes in Singapore due to the pull 
out. A lot of Units have been disbanded to be scattered 
to all points of the compass. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the men of our small Field 
Ambulance Support Section. Major R J 0 Smith RAMC, 
FMO Locum 1st Gordons, Sgt Ken Bettes Trg Wing, 
Cpl Chess Chester, (hold up the bar), Lcpl Dick Duval 
and a lot of others that have since gone. Maybe one day 
we shall meet them again. 

We w ould like to welcome back Lcpl John Maybury 
after his recent illness, and also to send our deepest 
sympathy to Pte & Mrs Cameron on their recent be
reavement. 

SWIMMING AND LIFE-SAVING 
BY W02 S C WARDEN 

Swimming and Life-Saving have come to the fore 
here in SINGAPORE d ue to the excellent weather 
conditions and facilities. 

One or two of our participants dropped out of the 
Life-Saving training because they thought it was too 
diff icult. Of course being fit, and being w ater fit, is two 
entirely different things, and they found this out t he 
hard way. 

A Bronze Medallion Life-Saving Course was 
organized in April and 12 members of the Battalion 
qualified as Unit Life-Savers. Seven other soldiers from 
other Units also qualified. 

Next came the training for the "Forces Sports 
Week Competition" in July and August. Once again a 
few of our ea;jer and keen swimmers found the going 
too tou>.h and decided to drop out. Numbers were not 
forthcoming but with a little coaxing and per-
suasion we managed to field 3 teams. Even on the 
Competition day a few quick changes had to be made 
due to other activities going on . Still at lunch break 
our No 1 Team was only 1 point behind the leading 
team 1 R N Zl R Team 1. ( 108 points, to our 107 points). 
After lunch we fought hard and before the last event 
we were trailing by 5 points. The last event was the 4 x 
40 yds Freestyle relay which was a very close contest 
between the K IWIS and oursel ves. Our lads won the 
race by a touch and it did my heart good. The first th ree 
places were as follows:-

1st 1 RNZIR Team 1 
2nd 1 GORDONS Team 1 
3rd RNZAF SINGAPORE 

164 po nts 
161 po nts 
118 po nts 

Only pipped into 2nd place by 3 points 

Our winners were:-
40 Yds Breaststroke Pte Jappy ' B' Coy 
80 yds Backstroke Sgt Henderson 'B' Coy 

Cpl O'Leary ' Admin' Coy 
Pte Jappy 'B' Coy 

80 yds Breaststroke 
120 yds Breaststroke 
120 yds Backstroke 
Diving 

Cpl O' Leary 'Admin' Coy 
Lcpl Kennedy 'A' Coy 

4x40 yds Freestyle Sgt Henderson ' B' Coy 
Cpl Martin 'Admin' Coy 
Pte Murdoch 'Comd' Coy 
Pte McDonald 67 'B' Coy 

Our second and third teams came 7th and 10th 
respecti vely. 

Well done ladsl! I feel sure if we could have a crack 
at them next year we would give them a run for their 
title. 

The Bn Swimming Gala was held on Wednesday 
24th September 1975 and by the remarks made a good 
time w as had by one and all . The general standard of 
swimming was good and a few names are earmarked for 
future competition. 
The final results of the Gala were:-

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 

B Coy 
Comd Coy 
Admin Coy 
SpCoy 
A Coy 
D Coy 

72 points 
60 points 
49 points 
48 points 
38 points 

-35,points 

At this juncture I wish to thank all the "Volunteer" 
helpers, timekeepers, judges, etc for all their h~rd work, 
before, during, and after the Gala. Also a special thank 
you to Mrs SAUNDERS who kindly agreed to present 
the prizes. 

Between April and August quite a few of the Battal ion 
took the Amateur Swimming Associations Awards for 
Personal Survival. 

Bronze Standard 
Silver Standard 
Gold Standard 
Honours 

34 
13 

7 
Nil Yeti! 

It is intended to hold an "Honours" examination 
early in t he New Year. 

Anyone requiring any information on Life-Saving, 
Resuscitation , or Survival Swimming, is asked to contact 
W02WARDEN . 

Stop Press! It is the intention to form a Regimental 
Youth Swimming Club within the 
Battalion, so parents please watch your 
letter boxes for further particulars. 

OFFICERS MESS 
The battle for substandard allowances for Nee Soon 

Officers Mess is now resolved - since we no l onger live 
there. Preoccupation with peeling paint and tepid water (for 
t hose old enought to shave) have paled into insignificance 
to be replaced by fond memories of sui try tropical 
nights and a growing apprehension when thoughts turn 
to the substandard (zero) weather conditions at Fort 
George. 

The last six months in Singapore saw a number of 
great "lasts"- the last Forces Sports Week, Summer Ball , 
and Guest Night, in particular. We also came last in the 
Sgts Vs Officers Cricket Match in July, Despite con-
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siderable mental effort on the part of David White, and 
some impressive performances from members of his team 
the Officers lost. Chanty distinguished himself by winning 
a prize for being good at something, (best Bowler) only to 
be forced to relinquish his prize on a recount, with 
Andrew Forbes immaculate as ever, winning a Durian 
(The fruit designed to make B.O. smell like Chane! No 5) 
for his performance as the least improved bowler. Of 
the three Officer 6-a-side teams the Second in Commands, 
Consisting of players who had forsworn cricket at twelve, 
was the only winner. 

The Bn Athletics, Tug of War and Forces Sports Week 
gave the hairies a chance to show their paces; Stuart 
McDonald and Duncan MacDonald-Haig added to their 
assorted collection of athletics trophies, while Christ
opher Vafl Der Noot proved that sprinting is not just a 
game for youngsters. "The golf was going all our way" 
according to Dicky Lamb half way through Forces Sports 
Week, but sadly the second round scores were cancelled 
due to weather (and skilful gamesmanship?). Anyway, 
we finished second. 

On the rugby field, Doug "Foursome" Connon and 
Duncan MacDonald - Haig performed for the 
Singapore Cricket Club 1st XV with a brief appearance 
by David Broadfoot, one of our newest arrivals, who 
had to retire during his first game with a bit of a chip 
on his shoulder. 

Officers v Sergeants Cricket Match. Sue Saunders 
presenting Chanty with a bottle of Champagne - his 
title of "Best Bowler" lasted 10 minutes. 

Ex Buchan Return - Taft and Rhodes at a slack moment. 
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NEE SOON MESS with CALTROP 

Maureen Ross, Sheena Stewart, Toril Fawcus, and 
Fiona Gauld preempted block leave by being sold a 
package tour of area Charlie on Exercise Jungle Pett i
coat II, under the harassed eye of Dicky Lamb. All re
turned, none the worse for their experience, with Dicky 
adding an unusual variation to his fund of war stories. 

Socially , the mess was no.t idle during this period. 
The Summer Ball , perhaps the greatest last, and a fitting 
climax to our tour, was a tremendous success, thanks 
to the efforts of Christopher Van Der Noot's Ball 
Committee who worked like Trojans. Both bands were 
t here in strength to Beat Retreat after which Pipey 
Kerr w as invested with his BEM by the High Commissioner. 

The last Guest N ight, attended by the British and New 
Zealand H igh Commissioners and memorable for Naval 
participation, also included a first - the appearance of 
not one b ut two foursome reel sets, w hich, t hanks to the 
remorseless efforts of Andrew Forbes during the preced
ing weeks, and some sk ilful lighting (or lack of ) on The 
night, performed most convincingly. Andrew Forbes, 
Duncan MacDonald - Haig, Dicky Lamb and Mike Smith 
took the honours as the mess A team, while the B team, 
consisting of Stuart McDonald, Alan Tait, Bill Wallace 
and Andrew Durcan (ex vice-captain of the Club Foot 

club) are so keen it is rumoured that they will appear 
at next years A boyne Games. 

Block leave, which came not a moment too soon for 
most, gave rise to a number of performances. Alan Tait, 
not content with thoughts of Exercise Buchan Return 
(see below) went to Thailand and Burma thinly dis-
guising himself and his companion as teachers. Bill 
Wallace made the same journey, more convincingly 
disguised as a student. Lachy Rhodes went to Bali and 
found surfing a pain in the neck (seriously) . The in-
trepid Peter Whiteside disappeared to New Zealand to 
buy some white socks and learn the language. AI Duncan 
and Doug (Pas de Bas) Connon f lew to Hong Kong (aga in), 
for a concentration, they said. Jamie M M Crighton 
j oined the Navy and w ent to Japan with HMS Mermaid. 
Grenville Irvine - Fortesque sadly had to-leave Singapore 
for hospital and an eye specialist in UK after his accident 
during an exercise earl ier th is year. Our symp at hies go 
to him and we trust all will be well eventually .. 

This per iod has had its fair share of arrivals and 
departures. Rowland Robinson left for Sl DBOD, to 
keep an eye on Richard Paxman; Ewan Chalmers de-
parted for Shornecliffe, George Kennedy headed roughly 
westwards, eventually to appear at Shrivenham with Richard 
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Ord. Robin Fawcus returned home early, and he achieved 
his final qualification for Estate Management during his 
search for houses for the Battalion as Unit Families 
Officer. In their place we welcomed Keith Legge and 
David Broadfoot from RMAS. On the subject of arrivals, 
our congratulations go to Josephine Hay, Vanessa Mac
Donald- Haig and Joanna Smith on the Arrivals of 
John, Rebecca and Eleanor respectively. 

The return to UK was brought home to us in early 
October with the departure of Exercise Buchan Return, 
the overland expedition led by Alan Tait and lachy 
Rhodes. 

SISLEY TEAM 1975 

After a very difficult selection process a Bisley Team 
of thirteen men was despatched to the UK to do their 
bit. We had a fair idea of the opposition having 
competed in Hong Kong against the Gurkhas who hoped 
to take the top places at Bisley. Bisley 75 was really in
tended a preparatory recconaisance so that we could 
have a -serious crack at it when the Regiment returned to 
Europe. However,.much to our surprise, we did well as 
newcomers and actually won the cup in the Pistol Tiles 
Match competing against 126 other teams! Our final 
placing of 24th out of 63 was satisfactory but we feel 
confident of making the 1st ten next year. Individually 
we left a stronger impression with the following 
results :-

Major Duncan 

lt McDonald 

Sgt Phimister 

LCpl Burnett 

Pte Gillies 

Pte Middleton 

Pistol Tiles Winning Team 
Pistol 30 - 13th 
SMG 45- 36th 
"Wantage" (Rifle) Silver Medal 
"Sitting" " " " 
"Standing" 
Service Pistol Tyros-

3rd Bronze 
Pistol Til es Winning Team 
Moving Target - ·Bronze 

Medal 
Second Stage of Rifle Match 
Pistol Tiles Winning Team 
Second Stage of Rifle 

Match 
Henry Whitehead Cup -

Bronze Medal 
Second Stage of Rifle Match 
Second Stage GPMG 

(26th in Army) 
Moving Target - Bronze 

Medal 
Roupell Cup - Bronze 

Medal 
Best 'B' Class shot in Army 

stages 1 & 2 of Rifle 
match. 4 Pool Bulls! 

Second Stage of G PMG paired 
with LCpl Burnett 

Bisley 75 was a very useful! "recce" and with the 
experience gained there we hope to really put ourselves 
on the map in 1976. 

The Sisley Team 
Stand ing Left to r ight - Pte s. Eric Eddie , Des G illies, Lt. S . C. McDonald, Major A. W. Duncan, Cpl. Dave Duncan and 
Pte. Minto Middleton. Missing is Sgt. Phi mister. Kneel ing Left to right- L/Cpl. Shug Garmley, Ptes. Tam Green, Rab 
Hast ie and Smudge Smith. 
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SPORTS COLOURS AWARDED IN 1975 

Sport 
Athletics 

Tug of War 
Rugby 

Football 

Hockey 

Full Colour 
Capt A D MacDonald-Haig 
Ssgt Bacon (APTC) 
Sgt Featherstone (REME) 
Cpl Martin (RAPC) 
Cpl O'Leary (REME) 
Lcpl Boyd 55 
Pte Gillies 63 
Pte Mcleod 43 
Sgt Reid 42 

Ssgt Malcolm 45 
Lcpl Leask 49 
Pte Kessack 61 
Pte McDonald 99 
Pte Ptolomey 06 
Pte Stewart 35 

Cross Country 

Basketball Lcpl Downie (ACC) 

Cricket 

Squash 

Swimming 

President 
Officials i.e. 
Referees 

Lcpl Room (REME) 

Lt Col D G B Saunders 

W02Warden 

Sgt Henderson 92 

Maj Sir Peter Redwood Bt 

SSgt Davidson 07 

Half Colour 
Pte Brown 12 
Pte Hepburn 36 

W02 Booth 
Cpl Martin 

(RAPC) 
W02 Philip 58 
W02 Ritchie 77 
Sgt Gordon 93 
Lcpl Boyd 55 
Lcpl Burnett 55 
Lcpl Ferguson 

15 
Lcpl Hastie 45 
Pte Donald-

son 93 
Pte Sma rt 31 
Pte Sm ith 34 
Lt ColD G 

B Saunders 
Capt A I G 

Kennedy 
Pte Morri-

son 90 
SSgt Bacon 

(APTC) 
Pte Brown 12 
Pte Gillies 63 
Pte Me Leod 43 
SSgt Bacon 

(APTC) 
SSgt Blair 
Lcpl Mellay 
Lcpl Downie 

(ACC) 
Pte Wood 54 
Cpl Farmer 14 

Maj I C Clark 
(RAPC) 

Sgt Feather
stone (R EME) 

Cfn Room 
(REME) 

Sgt Feather
stone (REME) 

Capt A I G 
Kennedy 

Cpl O.Leary 
(REME) 

Cpl Martin 
(RAPC) 

Lcpl Kennedy 
15 

Pte Jappy 17 
Pte McDonald 

67 
Pte Murdoch 90 

W02 Easson 

Sport in 
General 
Shooting 

Maj R D Ord 
Maj l\ W Duncan Lt SC McDon-

Golf 

ald 
Sgt Phim ister 
Cpl Duncan 98 
Lcpl Burnett 

55 
Pte Gillies 63 
Pte Groom 39 
Pte Middle-

ton 02 
Capt R A Lamb 
LtD L Connon 
Lcpl Gauld 13 
Lcpl Maybury 

47' 
Bdsm Macey 32 

Parachuting W02 J Will 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT (BRIDGE OF DON) 

Permanent Staff 

Company Commanders 
Adjutant 

Maj R C I Robinson 
Capt M P Taitt 

RSM 
Pipe Major 
CQMS 
CQMS 

WOI I W Mitchell 
W02 J Kerr, BEM 
CSgt I Robb 
CSgt F B Cole 

Platoon Sergeant Instructor 
Platoon Corporal Instructor 
Platoon Corporal Instructor 
Platoon Corporal Instructor 
Platoon Corporal Instructor 
Platoon Corporal Instructor 
Physical T rain ing Instructor 
Pipe Instructor 

Sgt M L McKillop 
Cpi·M Kelbie 
Cpl W L Hornal 
Cpl F McKenzie 
Cpl M Sherwood 
Cpl J Elrick 
Cpl K Gillies 
Cpl A Kelly 

Drum Instructor 
Depot HQ Clerk 
Arms Storeman 
Officers Mess Cpl 
Band Instructor 

Cpl M M Taylor 
Lcpl N A Summers 
Lcpl J McCutcheon 
Cpl A S Martin 
Cpl J T Wilson 

JUNIOR SOLDIERS UNDER TRAINING 

Rank 
JPte 
JPte 
JPte 
JPte 
JPte 
Jlcpl 
JPte 
JPte 
JPte 
JPte 
Jlcpl 
JPte 
JBdsm 
Jlcpl 
JBdsm 
JPpr 
JPpr 

Name 
ADAMSON 
BARCLAY 
BOYNE 
CAMERON 
FRASER 
FRASER 
KARP A 
McCONAGHIE 
MELLI S 
MURDOCH 
SMITH 
TAYLOR 
DUNCAN 
KIDD 
MACEY 
BUCHANAN 
ROSS 

Home Town 
HUNTLY 
BANFF 
KIRKCALDY 
DUNOON 
ABERDEEN 
G LASGOW 
STONEHAVEN 
ARMADALE 
ABERDEEN 
STONE HAVEN 
BUCKlE 
KEI G 
BUCKHAVEN 
ABERDEEN 
GLASGOW 
KI L MARNOCK 
GATESHEAD 

We begin our notes for the Edition on a serious note 
with an appeal. There are at present only seventeen 
Gordon Highlander junior soldiers under training at the 
Depot against nineteen members of the Regiment who 
are on the permanent staff. Out of these seventeen 
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only seven were eligible to share in the privilege of 
marching with the battalion down Union Street on 27 
February. They are the junior infantrymen who will be 
joining the battalion between now and September. It has 
been said often enough before but there is no harm in 
repeating the appeal - the more recruits now the easier 
will be our task in Northern Ireland. Make it impossible 
for the next Depot Scribbler to find room t o list all 
the juniors under training at Gordon Barracks. 

There is a rumour which I am pleased to start that 
Colour Sergeant Frank Cole is soft for a tap since he's 
heard that he is to be made redundant next March. 
Well done Quartie and good luck in ciwy street- did 

he say brain surgery? Pipey Joe Kerr has had another 
car crash but admirers will be relieved to learn that the 
offending van landed on his bonnet so no harm done. 
Cpl Kelbie dreaded by aU referees, has been doing a good 
deal of refereeing himself lately, taking a keen interest 
in the juniors football. His enthusiasm is welcomed. Cpl 
Mick Taylor in Band Company has one or two stories to 
tell about his tie, but perhaps the less recorded in this 
journal the better. 

Spirits at the depot are high and t his is reflected in 
the Divisional Brigadiers inspection report , but the more 
Gordon Highlanders we can entice behind these granite 
walls the happier we will be. 

T he Depot Detach m ent m arch dow n U n ion S treet with t he Battalio n. 
Left to right- J / L Cpl. Fraser, J Pte. Melli s, J / L Cpl. S mit h, J Pte. Karpa, J Pte. Boyne , J Pte. Murdoch, Sgt . McKillop 
partly o bscured by C Sgt. Cole. 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT (GLENCORSE) 

Permanent Staff at Depot 

Lt STEWART Trg Subaltern 
Sgt DENT Trg Sgt 
Sgt KNOWLES Trg Sgt 
Cpl FOSTER Trg Cpl 
Cpl ROBSON Trg Cpl 
Cpl GRAY Trg Cpl 
Cpl ROBSON Trg Cpl 
Cpl WISEMAN Trg Cpl 

Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Cpl 
Lcpl 
Lcpl 
Lcpl 
Pte 
Pte 
Pte 

ROBERTSON 78 
SCOTT 64 
ALLAN 37 
McDONALD 49 
HARRISON 
HAMILTON 
BOOTH 
COLLIGAN 
HEMPHILL 
CONNON 

Trg Cp l 
Trg Cpl 
Trg Cpl 
Golden L ions 
Golden Lions 
Provost Staff 
B Company Cler k 
Golden Lions 
Golden Lions 
Scot tish Division 
Recru it ing Team 
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Recruits under Training 

Mons Platoon 
(Pass Out 5 Mar 76) 
Ptes MARSHALL 

McWILLIAM 
WARRENER 

Marne Paltoon 
(Pass Out 2 Apr 76) 
Ptes CARROLL 

VASS 
REID 
COLQUITT 
BEATTIE 
PRICE 50 
STEPHEN 

Dargai Platoon 
(Pass Out 25 June 76) 
Ptes DAVIE 

FINDLAY 
DALGARNO 

Pyrenees Platoon 
(Pass Out 28 May 76) 
Ptes McK INNON 

SCRYMGEOUR 
CROALL 
McGREGOR 
SMITH 
REID 

Lucknow Platoon 
(Pass Out 30 Apr 76) 
Ptes BOGAN 

JENKINS 
MENZIES 
DEANS 

lnkerman Platoon 
(Pass Out 2 Apr 76) 
Ptes COVENTRY 

HEALY 
GRIERSON 
ROSS 
PRICE 51 
O'BRIEN 

Burma Platoon 
(Pass Out 25 June 76) 
Ptes BLAN IE 

WYLIE 
WALKER 

The Permanent Staff are now being worked very 
hard trying to keep up with the flow of recruits now 
f looding the Scottish Division. However, more important 
is the fact that Regimental recruiting is now picking up. 
Unfortunately there are sti ll very few recruits from the 
Regimental area. The majority would appear to be coming 
from the Black Watch and RHF recruiting areas. We hope 
this situation will change now that the Battalion has 
started its intensive recruiting campaign. We have had a 
great many visitory from 1 GORDONS passing through 
especially that of the present Commanding Officer and 
Lt Col GRAHAM the future CO, both up for the 
Divisional Conference in November. Lt Col SAUNDERS 
talked to as many GORDONS who could be spared 
from training. For the other visitors, too numerous to 
mention by name, we say thank you and it is very good 
to see faces that we know coming down to see us. 

On the sports side, Sgt Brian KNOWLES is now 
almost a full time basketball player and Sgt Charlie DENT 
is progressing well up the squash ladder whilst t rying to 
start a Depot Tug o War team! Cpls Wattie GRAY and 
Micky WISEMAN are still playing outstanding games of 
football despite the desperate loss (as they put it) of Cpl 
Davy ALLEN who is now back with the Battalion. Cpl 
FOSTER is rarely to be seen now, he seems to have taken 
up the post of groom to his Company Commander, we 
are not sure whether this is in hope of riding the horses 
or in order to get a good report. Lt STEWART was last 
seen heading down Hillend Ski Slope in what he fondly 
imagined was a 'snowplough' position - i f anyone 
should find him could they return him to the Depot 
where he might make another attempt to prevent the 
rape of the Adjutant's dog by his own. Lcpl Bill BOOTH 
is still running about with his referees kit on and promptly 
correcting the ways of the 'baddies' on the football 
field. 

As a final note we say goodbye to the following and 
wish them all luck wherever they may be: -

WO 2 FRASER , Cpls ALLEN , MAKEPEACE and 
McBRIDE. 

We also welcome the following who are either at the 
Depot of close by:-

Capt CHANT-SEMPI LL (ADC to GOC), Pipe Major 
KERR (Band Coy, Dreghorn) , Cpls ALLAN, 
ROBERTSON and SCOTT 

2nd BATTALION 51st HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 

The Commanding Lt Col N VA 
Officer Simpson, OBE, TD Gordons 
Second in Major E M Gibson TD L ovat Scouts 
Command 
Adjutant 
Training Major 
Training Major (V) 
QM 
QM(V) 
RSM 

Captain C E Price Gordons 
Major PH E L Holt QO HLDRS 
Major J A L Young TD QO HLDRS 
Major J Burns RH F 
Captain J Leslie QO HLDRS 
WOI R Smith QO HLDRS 

The Battalion has settled down well into its new 
role. Prior to the 1975 T A VR review the Battalion 
consisted of Companies committed not only to BAOR, 
but Companies committed to a Home Defence role 
only. Trianing was therefore difficult, particularly the 
co-ordination as Company roles differed. With the whole 
Battalion now committed as one unit to BAOR, 
training has become more interesting and co-ordination 
simpler although the large distances between Company 
locations and Battalion Headquarters does raise certain 
problems. 

This summer our annual camp is to .be at Warcop in 
Yorkshire from 31 JUL to 14 AUG. This is a part of 
the world our Support platoons remember w ell from 
last annual camp where they spent a very successfu'l 
week's I ive firing. With fine weather it should prove to 
be an excellent camp on the training side with seemingly 
good range and training facilities on one's doorstep. 

The widespread Company locations makes cent
ralized training on a large scale extremely difficult 
particularly in the case of A Company and the C 
Company detachment at Stornoway. Careful budgeting 
is required here to ensure that we remain within our 
annual allocation of funds for flights. Nevertheless 
throughout the autumn and winter months full use has 
been made of MOD sponsored courses for the TAVR 
and those courses run by HQ Scotland. 

During October we were fortunate enough to be able 
to send a team of 4 to Metz in the South of France to 
take part in an escape and evasion patrol exercise. T he 
patrol achieved very creditable results. They were second 
overall and were placed first out of t he British entries. 

We w ere also able to send a team to Bisley under the 
T rianing Major(v). The team shot well although they were 
not fo rtunate enough to win a major trophy. We plan 
to send a team back t his summer and hope t hat the 
1975 experience will stand the team in good stead. 

The major exercise of the year proved to be the 
Mobilisation exercise, Exercise Inside Right. This 
Exercise was a UK wide TA VR and Regular 
mobilisation exercise. The aim of the exercise was to 
test all mobilisation procedures at unit and sub unit 
levels. The Battalion as a whole mobilised over the 17, 
18 and 19 OCT. All documentation and administrative 
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QLEnLEWIS 
HCTEL 
DINNET 

On the centre of Royal Deeside this 
family owned hotel with the emphasis 
on hospitality and good food is ideally 
situated for a quiet holiday or touring 
the Highlands. 

Visit the Gordon Lounge and see the 
Medal and Badge collection. The 
Hotel also caters for Weddings and 
party functions. 

Specialists in off premises catering. 

Contact Isabel and Glen Lewis who 
will be delighted to help or organise 
your function. 

Tel: Dinnet 229 
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procedures were fully tested and although the Companies 
remained at Company locations, apart from certain 
token parties, the system seemed to work surprisingly 
well. 

Finally, we were all delighted to see that the 
Commanding Officer has been made an Officer of The 
British Empire in the 1976 New Year Honours List. 
A most fitting reward for this services to the T A VR 
and in particular to the Battalion as Commanding Officer 
over the past two years. 

Lieutenant Colonel N.V. R. Simpson, O .B.E., T . D. 

FAREWELL TO LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
NV R SIMPSON, OBE, TO 

The 26th of January 1976 will be a sad day for the 
Battalion as it will mark the end of Lieutenant Colonel 
Neil Simpson's period of command. 

The Colonel took over Command of the Battalion on 
the 12th of January 1973. The Battalion has seen large 
structural changes during his period of command. 
Initially a seven company Battalion committed to NATO 
and UK, the Battalion was re-established in April 1975 
as a four company NATO Battalion. 

During his period as Commanding Officer, the Colonel 
has not only commanded the Battalion, a task involving 
a large amount of time and a great deal of travel, but 
he has continued to work in his civilian capacity as a 
partner in the firm of Chartered Architects, J & W 

Wittet and Sons in Elgin. His involvement as an architect 
in his civilian capacity and his appointment as Command
ing Officer allowed him little time to himself and family. 
It was therefore gratifying to see that he was made an 
Officer of The British Empire in the 1976 New Year 
Honours List for his services to the T AVA and in particular 
to the Battalion over the last two years. 

On relinquishing command the Colonel will take 
up the appointment as TAVR Colonel. We w ish him and 
all his family the very best of luck in the future and in 
particular we would like to thank the Colonel for such 
a happy and successful period when he was in command. 
We sincerely hope that he will visit the Battalion when
ever possible. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL I M FRASER, 
THE QUEEN'S OWN HIGHLANDERS 

Lieutenant Colonel I an Fraser assumes command of 
the Battalion on the 26th January 1976. He has just re
turned from Osnabruck in Germany where he was 
Second in Command of 1st Battal ion The Queen's Own 
Highlanders. We would like to take this opportunity 
of welcoming him, his wife and his two sons to the 
Battalion and hope that his tour of command will be a 
happy one. 

Coy Comd 
Coy 21C 
Paymaster 
RMO 
Padre 
MTO 
CSM 
CQMS 
PSis 

HQ COMPANY, 2nd BATTALION 
51st HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 

Major D A Young TD 
Captain G S Johnston 
Major D W Campbell TO 
Major R J Stewart 
Capt W A Smith 
WOII Christie A 
WOII Wilson A 
C/Sgt MunroE 
C/Sgt Douglas A 
Sgt Ward T 
Sgt Mcintosh M 
Sgt Murray D 

Gordons 
00 HLDRS 
RAPC 
RAMC 
RAChD 
Gordons 
00 HLDRS 
00 HLDRS 
Gordons 
QO HLDRS 
00 HLDRS 
QO HLDRS 

Annual camp was followed by a brief and well earned 
break after which during late July and August we 
"showed the flag" over a wide area. Our pipers played 
in the North and West in far flung places of our territory 
too numerous to mention, including the Glenfinnan 
Games shown recently (with shots of our members) in a 
rather unusual T V documentary. Our signals' platoon 
too had its fair share of games (Highland) w hile others 

Mr. Cooper and Cpl. Dale sorting out mobilization 
documents on Ex Inside R ight. 
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played their part with recruiting displays in less exotic 
places, such as Mosstodloch and Elgin, but most valuable 
none the I ess. 

Success came to us early in the training year on Ex 
Autumn Trip, the Bn Skill at Arms meeting. At that 
event, we won nearly all the main prizes and many places 
including SLR team, GPMG pairs, SMG four and Section 
team, a good performance by any standards. 

a. " Promotion's qu icker in the TAVRI Ex Support Coy 
regu lars Cpl. Brown 17 and L/ Cpl Morr iso n 27". 

General training over the period has concentrated on 
upgradi ng. The efforts and hard work of instructors and 
candidates alike was amply rewarded, when in Decem-
ber a 1 OOOA. success rate was achieved. Our congratulations 
to all those who literally " made t he grade". In December 
too we had a very interesting and satisfactory liai son day 
with the Banffshire Cadets when we let t hem see what 
the modern Volunteers have to offer and we got to know 
each other much better. 

Our Annual Dance was an outstanding success and 
both children's parties showed us yet once more (we so 
easily forget!) just how great it is to be young. 

Congratulations are due to Cpl Campbell on a 
successful result in his clerk's course and to Piper 
Anderson on promotion to L/Cpl. We have said fare-
well to Capt Rob O'Brien , our RSO and welcomed to the 
fold Capt Richard Wood. 

For these notes we were asked to cover the period 
July to December but we must just encroach over the 
deadline to January 1st. The New Years Honours List 
award of the OBE to our Commanding Officer was re
ceived with real pleasure and pride and we offer the 
Colonel our warmest congratulations on receipt of this 
fitting and well deserved honour. 

D (GORDON HIGHLANDERS) COMPANY, 2nd 
BATTALION 51st HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 

Coy Comd 
Coy 21C 
PI Comds 

CSM 
CQMS 
PSis 

Major AD Simpson TD 
CaptainS V Duggan 
Lt J A C Don 
Lt W Watson 
2/Lt M M Souter 
WO II N Warden 
C/Sgt J Irvine 
WO II RossW 
C/Sgt Joss W 
Sgt Suther! and H 

Gordons 
Gordons 
Gordons 

Since theTA VR can expect to be embodied only 
once a year in normal circumstances, at annual camp, 
senior officers lack the opportunity of encouraging 
their juniors to volunteer for extra Orderly Officers, as 
is obviously the case in the Regular Battalion (to judge, 
at least, from their BROs which reach us from t ime to 
time). Concerned by this obvious gap, field officers in 
theTA VR have struck on a very useful alternati ve: the 
collation of the notes for the Regimental Magazine. So, 
after a graceful approach from the OC and a polite 
suggestion that one might like to think of the idea of 
compiling the Company's contribution ............. here we 
are - again! 

Apart from the prospect of a hanging, noth ing 
concentrates the mind q uite so wonderfully as the 
sudden realisation that the notes were due the yesterday 
before yesterday, w hich was the day after you'd promised 
faithfully to present them to the CSM ("No problems, 
sarn't major, I've put it in my diary .. .. "). The temptation 
was strong to seek out the notes from last year's issue, 
and present them, suitably altered a nd updated of course. 
One soon realised, however, that far more changes had 
taken place since then than had at f irst been imagined: 
which , in addition t o being the cue for a song, is a 
very useful lead into the next paragraph. 

Since the last edition, we have bade a fond farewell 
to both our PSis WO II Pat Charman and Sgt. Gordon 
Reid, and welcomed their successors. WO II Bill (I 
hadn't reali sed senior NCOs had first names until an 
overheard conversation at the Sgts' Mess Christmas 
Draw .... ) Ross came from an exacting post in the Battalion 
- WO PRO - and it soon became apparent that his 
patter ("Don't say that word") was so well-developed 
that there must run some Irish blood in his veins. WO II 
Ross has already discovered the delights of serving with 
the TAVR, includi ng t he myriad pleasures of one-day 
courses, which tend to involve t ravelling f or eight hours 
to arrive seventeen minutes late for a two-hour lecture 
and spending another eigh t hours sampling the fare of 
British Rail, to a rrive in the Granit e City at some un-
heard of hour of the morning. Sgt Sutherland (he hasn't 
been here fo r more than six months, so o ne has yet to 
discover his first name) is by now an expert in the ways 
of part-time drivers and civil servants who want every
thing in triplicate before authorisation is given tore-
place a light bulb. He came to be MT PSI straight from 
a course- at SID Glencorse. 

The next arrival must merit a new paragraph: we 
have at last recovered our missing third PSI from the far
flung outposts of the western isles: Colour Willy (we've 
known him for years, so we knew he had a first name) 
Joss has come back to Aberdeen. The very first thing 
he walked into was a Board of officers, blundering blindly 
thro ugh the company stores, checking kit prior to the 
CO's handover/takeover. He was a welcome sight, si nce 
not every off icer present knew exactly what he was 
checking (well, I mean to say: how does a thi ng like 
"Item 31 -aerial coupler, steel" transpire to be the 
common or garden 'ground spike'?) We trust Colour 
Joss will find pleasure, if not profit, in the months to 
come (note: find out what "ten months to push, and 
then ...... " means) . 

What with three new a rrivals in the past few months, 
and a comparatively new volu nteer CSM, the company 
has quite a facelift. Ex-CSM Prati, now ROMS, is still 
very much with us, to our relief, and still finds time to 
apply himself to vario us 'extra-mural' aspects of the 
activities in the Hardgate. One of these was the annual 
Sgts' Mess Christmas Draw, which saw the by now 
customary smoothness of organisation and incompar-
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ability of catering: the only drawbacks are t hat it gets 
more difficult each year to describe the excellence of 
the buffet (yer stuffed pig an' all, yer pheasant, grouse, 
salmon, l obster) and that there must surely come a point 
where it becomes impossible to surpass the excellence of 
the previous year; until then, however , we'll probably 
manage to enjoy the fruits of the labours of RQ and his 
colleagues. 

In mid-October, we were involved in Exercise 'Inside 
Right', a nation-wide Mobilisation Exercise, which in
volved as many of the Coy as possible reporting to the 
TAVR Centre and having their documentation com
pleted, and in general making preparations for a supposed 
mobilisation. While it was rather frustratii)Q, in that we 
wentso far as to make ready for a move without actually 
doing one, it prol(ed successful from the point of view 
of the response o'f the members of the company and 
from that of the practice given to Coy HQ in document
ation. An indication of the zeal involved can be seen 
from the fact that our "Person Friday", civilian clerk 
Mr. Cooper came in over the weekend to assist-with 
the mysteries of army documents: in the photograph, 
he is seen assisting Cpl Dale to sort out one form from 
t'other. 

We have managed to fit in a fair bit of training , 
however, some of it rather out of the ordinary. Weekend 
courses at Glencorse for junior NCOs have seen L/Cpl 
Smith djlserting his wife several w eekends in a row, a 
snowbound exercise near Ballater saw the 21Cs vehicle 
bogged down (he was actually seen to WALK), Sgts 
McKen and Middler sent to Metz for a 'Commando 
Raid': must have been on the fatiguing side, as one 
hears the story of how one of the two (no names, but 
it wasn't Sgt McKen ... ) was in a patrol which went to 
ground during the night and moved on - leaving a re
cumbent figure, surrounded in snores and Zs, behind: 

he must have found his patrol again, because I saw him 
in the Hardgate the foll owing week. Capt Duggan and Mr. 
Souter went to Craigiehall for a course on accounts; came 
back with a bemused expression which neither has yet 
lost. 

With the first Bn back from Singapore, we hope to 
see some old friends over the next few months (they 
did all get back, didn't they, MNBN? Good.) 

We were pleased indeed to see the return to the 
battalion of an old friend of the company, and a former 
PSI. It's not too late to offer our congratulations to RSM 
Sharp: we look forward to seeing him in the not too 
distant future. 

By the time these notes appear; w e will have a new 
Commanding Officer, Lt-Col ian Fraser: we hope that 
he and Mrs Fraser will find their stay with 2/51 an 
enjoyable one. By the same token, we must bid a fond 
farewell to Lt-Col Neil Simpson, CO for the past two 
years and one who has done more than can be written 
here for the battalion. Congratulations also on the 
honour he was awarded: an OBE in the recent Honours 
List. We have not lost all contact with him, however, as 
he is shortly to assume the appoint ment of TA VR Colonel, 
and we can expect t o see a fair amount of him in that 
capacity. 

Finally , we end with another congratulatory note. 
'Wee brother' has followed in the CO's footsteps, and 
was awarded his TD in November. Is it true he's ordered 
string vests and pyjamas the same colours as the ribbon? 

NIJMEGEN '75 

On Friday 11th July, two minibuses set out from 
separate locations, Aberdeen and Inverness, at the start 
of a week-long travel session for the passengers. The team 
from 2/51 consisted of Gordon Highlanders and Queen's 

a . "Nijmegen train ing. After 25 miles. Left t o right-
2 / Lt. M. M. Souter Pte. Paterson and Pte. Parrot". 
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Own Highlanders, and they staged overnight at 
Colchester - courtesy of 1 BW- before crossing the 
Channel and boarding a train for Nijmegen. Half an hour 
after "de-training", the team was at the tented camp 
wh ich was to be their home for the next six days. The 
camp was d ivided into areas for each nationality, with 
the UK contingent being the largest, 1300 men from all 
three services. 

The next two days were spent filling in forms, 
getting acclimatised and posing for photographs taken 
by US troops. The Tuesday at 0600 saw the team begin 
their trek, wit h two-pipers praying at the head. Each 
day, the team covered about 40 km (25 miles) and the 
first day's march passed fairly quickly. The second day 
was less easy, with a longer distance to cover and the 
strength beginning to be taxed. The afternoon saw one 
of the most serious incidents: the cycle orderly sustained 
a P\Jncture. However, with the aid of the Users Hand· 
book, Cpl Askew was soon ready to rejoin his comrades. 
Back at camp, another setback was discovered: Pte 
Pinkett had sustained skin rashes, where his poncho 
roll had been rubbing on his ..... kilt: thereafter, he and 
his injury were the talk of the camp. 

The third day was the roughest, with many hills to 
climb, giving the lie to the rumour that Holland is 
completely flat; despite the hard go ing, the team were 
happy at their performance, especially when they 
contrived to over-take an American team which had 
before done the same to them. The fourth day 
involved a shorter route, but the volunteers were by 
then pretty tired and had to force themselves, 
and each other, to battle on through the heavy rain 
until finally the end was reached: eleven marchers had 
started the course and all eleven (including Lt John Don 
who joined the team in Holland, responding to a literally 
last hour appeal for a vital team replacement) 
completed - a great achievment. 

The t eam then changed into No. 2 dress to take part 
in the final march-past. Again the heavens opened, to 
the detriment of pairs of w hite feet and spo rrans hair 
but no dampening of spirits. All that remained was to 
collect t~e team medal and o ne for each team member, 
and start the journey back to Scotland. 

The team consisted of the follow ing Go rdon High
lande rs: 2/Lt M M Souter (Team Leader), Lt J A C Don 
(Team 21C), Cpl Rae, Ptes Parrot, Paterson, 0 /Cdt Sir 
Archibald Grant: the QO HLDRS members were Cpl 
Cartlidge, Cpl Askew, PTES Pin kett and Ross. The two 
stalwarts who kept us going w ith the ir piping were 
pipers Hay and Hodgso n. 

Our thanks to t he Trg Major, Major Holt, 1 BW, 
the Dutch organisers, t he German band who stopped 
playing as we marched past with the p ipes, a nd to t he 
two p ipers who blew the ir hearts o ut, keeping us going, 
over the majority of the 160 plus Km. 

'G' (LONDON SCOTTISH) COMPAN Y 
1st Bn 5 1st HIG HLAND VOLUNTEE RS 

o.c. 
21C 
CSM 
CQMS 
19 Pn 

20Pn 

Major N. Rutherford-You ng 
Capt A. H. Nicol 
WOII J. Archdale 
C/ Sgt G. Woodall 
Pn Comd 2 Lt W. Crowe 
Pn Sgt Sgt A. Hu nter 
Pn Comd 2Lt R. Robi nson 
Pn Sgt Sgt D. McCoulough 

21 Pn (A/T) Pn Comd Lt J . Roll -Pickering 
Pn Sgt S/Sgt G. Kellas 

PSI's WOII J . Carter (Gordons) 
C/Sgt R. Nort on (Gordons) 
Sgt G. Mo odie (Gordons) 

We believe it is some years since the London Scottish 
have submitted notes for The Tiger and Sphinx but we 
hope to remedy this in the futu re. 

The lack of notes has not implied any lack of interest 
in the Gordo ns of which we are pa rt, but maybe a pre 
occupation with t he busy life the TAVR provides 
these days. 

Having not appeared in print for such a long time, its 
difficult to know where to begin , so we will bring out the 
highlights of 1975. 

February saw us on Exercise Oktoberfest II , a big 
arduous training exercise in E. Anglia involving ourselves, 
the RRF (TAVR) and Police Cadets, ranged against 
the Honourable Artillery Company whose job it was to 
escape across the Bradwell Peninsular and through our 
lines. 

Who won? Well, let us say that honour was satisfied on 
both sides and that much was learnt about searching 
techniques. 

April saw The London Scottish Company forming a 
Royal Guard of Honour commanded by our 21C 
Captain Andrew Nicol, for our Honorary Colonel, 
HM Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother. 

The occasion was a Royal Review of London TAVR 
units in Hyae Park and The London Scottish Guard 
of Honour consisted of 60 men plus The London 
Scottish Pipes and Drums massed with those of 1st Bn 
51st Highland Volunteers. 

We are pleased to say that the drill practice put in 
previously paid off and everything went perfectly on 
the day. 

Our normal company weekends have taken us to 
Snowdonia, Scotland, E. Anglia, Salisbury Plain and 
the Home Counties. 

Recruiting has been the subject of much effort in the 
company and we are pleased to report that we are fully 
up to establishment, though hoping to bring our numbers 
up to 150 as soon as possible. 

In this connection we hope that any ex Gordons who 
find themselves in London w ill jo in us and reta in their 
Gordon link in a voluntee r capacity. Our add ress is 
59 Buckingham Gate, SW. 1. tel : 01-834-3448 and 
Gordons of any rank are always welcome t o d rop in. 

Anyway, recruiting is going well and we completed 
two weeks rec ruiting at the Royal T ournament this year 
where we represented the whole of the TA VR. 

It has recently been announced t hat P/M De L'Aspee 
has moved t o Devon and has had to resign as personal 
p iper to HM Queen El izabet h The Queen Mother, t his 
post having been given t o P/ M D Duncan, Pi pe Major of 
both T he London Scottish and 1/51 Highland 
Vol unteers Pipes and Drums. 

T he London Scottish p rovided a sixteensome at the 
Royal Caledonian Ball in May this y ear, and many Lo ndon 
Scottish Off icers attended the Gord on Highl anders 
Off icers Din ne r in t he United Services Club in London 
in June. Many fr iendships were renewed. 

The London Scottish was also well rep re sented at 
the Gordon' s London Assoc iation Reunion h eld at '59' 
Among Lo ndon Scots p resent was Col A. F. Niekirk TD 
who has just been appoint ed a TAVR ADC to HM The 
Queen. 
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The Honorary Colonel Talk s to P/ M L. DeL' aspee. During her inspection. On the P/ M 's right are P iper Cowie and 
Cpl. Balgrie. 

Royal Review H yde Park - April. The Royal Guard of Honour Marc hes on. 
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Camp in September was at Penally in South 
Wales. The Battalion was split into cadres covering 
Support Weapons, NCO's, Recruits, Signals etc and so 
The London Scottish Company was split too, except 
for the Bn Exercise in the second week, where the 
Company learnt that jungle exist in Sennybridge as well 
as Borneol 

Anyway it was a good camp and we are now looking 
forward to camp in 1976- at Vogelsang in Germany. 

Since camp, Company training has proceeded 
smoothly and training has been well attended. 

We celebrated Halloween .at '59' on Oct 31st in the 
traditional manner and Lt Col Peter Graham MBE was 
amant our guests. 

In November we again took part in the Lord Mayor's 
Show in L ondon where we carried the TAVR mascot
a stuffecflion called TAVRA- on a Land Rover. This 
gave us some good publicity on television. 

Dec 4th saw The London Scottish Regimental 
Reception w hich was held in honour of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mothers having completed 
40 years as Honorary Colonel. The Drill Hall was 
packed as HM was received and conducted round '59' 
by Col Penman and Maj Rutherford-Youn!]. She spoke 
to many L ondon Scots- serving and Old Comrades and 
said how much she had enjoyed visiting us again. 

The Pipes and Drums played and HM examined an 
exhibition of photographs depicting her many visits 
to The Scottish over 40 years. At the end of her visit 
she was presented with a silver framed photograph of 
her inspection of The London Scottish Company Royal 
Guard of Honour in April. 

This year has seen a complete change in our Gordon 
PSI's S/Sgt Cole left us in April and was replaced by 
S/Sgt Norton, WOII Don Hossack has finally hung up his 
Glengarry and is now learning how to be a civilian. He 
was replaced by WOII John Carter. Sgt Burnett left 
us in Dec and was replaced by Sgt Moodie. 

At the time of writing we are looking forward to 
a Company Support Weapons Shoot in January and 

an exercise on Salisbury Plain in February and we have 
a very busy year ahead of us. 

Now 1 Gordons are back in Scotland we hope that 
many friendships with The London Scottish will be 
renewed that we will see many of you at '59' in London, 
and that perhaps our training might occasionally bring 
the two units together. 

1st CADET BATTALION THE GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS ACF 

Once again Hogmonay is upon us and we are re
minded that notes are required for the Tiger and Sphinx 
and so without further ado we embark once more on the 
thrilling saga of the doings of the Gordons Cadets. 

May we take this opportunity of sending a very warm 
welcome to all members of the 1st Battalion the Gordon 
Highlanders on their return to their native shores after 
a session of lotus eating in Singapore, and of ensuring 
them that they will receive every Hospitality that lies 
within our powers when they start upon their KAPE 
tour. Much toing and froing has been going on from 
Regimental Headquarters to Fonthill with frequent 
visits being made by Major CF Vander Noot and 
Captain Arthur Heffron to fi nalise the visits to the 
various ACF huts, where we shall be glad to offer 
somewhere for the weary to lay their heads. 

The start of our new training season was saddened 
by the death of Lt Col Angus MacDonald who had been 
our Commandant from 1963 until retiring due to ill 
health in 1968. His funeral at Buckie was attended by 
Colonel KM Burnett and Major FVD Matt and are
presentative party from Buckie ACF Platoon under 
SSI GD Guthrie was also present. 

A new and welcome affiliation was formed early in 
the Autumn when the Banchory Platoon received 
official authority to share it's accommodation with a 
unit of the Scottish Girls Trianing Corps. These girls 
do not train alongside the cadets but on a separate 
evening coming together (if that is the right word) for 
various social events. Already many requests have hatl 
to be turned down from those wishing to join this 

General Sir George Gordon Lennox with the Officers at Garelochead Camp 1975. 
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Col. KM Burnett presents a certificate of good service to Captain G. Mcintosh 2 i/c C (Banffshire) Coy. 

organisation, ardour being dampened when it was 
learned that the Officers of the SGTC receive no pay! 

In the field of sport we got off to a good start in the 
Scottish ACF Swimming with our Junior Team coming 
first and the Senior Team second in their respective 
events. Cpl D Lawtie of Fraserburgh and Cadet R Ness 
of Huntly being subsequently chosen to represent the 
Scottish ACF Team against the rest of the UK. In this 
match Cdt Ness (known fondly as the 'monster') won 
his event and was chosen as a member of the ACF UK 
Team to compete against the UK teams of the Sea 
Cadets and ATC, for which he received the ACF UK 
Colours. 

Not to be out done the Officers and NCOs team 
walked away with the Falling Plates Competition at 
Barry Budden thus robbing the ACF of the Blue Mafia 
of what they had come to believe to be their private 
trophy. The team took overall fifth place out of a total 
of thirteen teams who took part. 

In November RSM JM Coutts resigned as AAI to 
"D" (Kincardine and Deeside) Coy and we were 
delighted to welcome Mr RM Buchan as the new AAI. 
With 25 years in the Regular Army 23 of which were 
spent with the Gordons we feel we have been fortunate 
to acquire the services and expertise which he will give 
to D Coy. Serving Gordons should note that Mr. Buchan 
is now RSM Buchan II 

Rememberance Day saw cadets throughout the area 
selling poppies, to such an effect that in the City of 
Aberdeen the British Legion ran out and cadets then 
sold the Poppies they wore in their headress. In the 
county areas cadets were on parade and wreaths laid in 
many towns and villages. 

The Battalion 22 team scored a victory against the 
cadets of Angus and Dundee in the first round of the 
Scott Cup winning by a handsome 14 points; they 
next meet the Cadets of the Queens Own Highlanders 
when we hope for another success. 

In the realms of Training we stagger forward with 
the new MOD Syllabus trying hard to remember that 
Cert "A" is now a thing of the past, but it will be a 
year at least before we have really masticated this new 
syllabus and can say with hand on heart that we all 
understand it. In our efforts we are guided by Captain 
KIH Lumsden who with Sgt Milton in support give 
magnificent help in finding our way through the 
morass of subjects. 

Travelling around the platoons it is always nice to 
meet ex Cadets who are now serving with the Gordons, 
Sgt Sieveright of the Recruiting Team at Keith, Pte 
Jappy whom we met at his old Platoon, Buckie (we 
forgot to discover which of the imfamous Jappy 
Brothers this wasl. At Fraserburgh also with his old 
Platoon was Pte Park large as life and full of the joys of 
spring and obviously enjoying life with the Battalion. 
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We must not fail to pay our respects to two members 
of the Battalion whose support we have valued and who 
alas will no longer be with us w hen next our notes are 
due. They are Capt Kenneth Lumsden who ends a four 
year tour as OC 22 Cadet T raining Team in t he Spring 
of 1976. We shall miss his dry sense of humour and his 
patient dealings with our manifold errors and omissions. 
In his palce we shall welcome Major DH White late OC 
"B" Coy 1st Bn the Gordon Highlanders. He is no 
stranger to us having been the first ever commander of 
82 A YT a fact t hat he may well wish to forget? 

Also departing for the warmer climes of South America 
is Lieut Mike Stuart who is the present commander of 
82 AYT, and at present away there organising some 
visit to his "native land" or so we are told (sounds like 
a buckshee trip to us). Mike Stuart has been a ball of 

fire in the A YT and we shall always be grateful for 
his ent husiastic help in all matters which fell within 
his aegis. Perhaps li fe will be quieter around Fonthill 
when his motorcycle has finally spluttered out of the 
gates. As yet we know not who is to succeed him, but 
with such previous commanders as Maj White, Capt 
Christopher Price and Captain Mike Taitt we are sure 
that we shall again have the pleasure of getting to know 
yet another ebulliant Gordon Highlander. 

F inally our congratulations to our Commandant 
Colonel Moubray Burnett on being appointed as 
Honorary Colonel to 3 /51st Highland Volunteers, 
and last but not teast our sincere good wishes for a very 
happy Christmas to all members of the Regiment both 
young and old, and may all that you wish for come 
true in 1976. 

Mr. Robert Brown, M .P. under Secretary of State (Army) with Youn g Cadets at Garelochead Camp 1975. 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS 

LONDON ASSOCIATION 

In and around London we seem to have many Ex. 
Gordon Highlanders who are unaware of our existence. I 
would appeal to all those reading these notes w ho know 
of any one w ho served with the Regiment to let me 
know at the following address, I will then make every 
effort to contact them, and draw them back into our 
fold . At present we are very short of Other Ranks, 
especially of the younger vintage. 

At our re-unions we are continually being asked 
about the welfare of men by retired and serving Officers, 
so let us get them along to renew their friendships. We 
are most indebted to many Officers both serving and 
retired for their support active and financial. 

We are especially grateful to Col. Alan Niekirk for 
his help to the. Benevolent Fund. Since our last notes 
we are sorry to report the death of Rev Doc. A . S. 
Pitt-Kethley. He was a staunch supporter of our 
association and w ill be sadly missed. The Committee has 
also lost a valued member in Capt Bill Reith who has 
retired owing to failing health. Most Old Comrades will 
remember Bill as an outstanding athlete of the f irst Bn. 
in Turkey and India. We wi ll all miss his cheery face and 
stor ies at t he m eetings. The Annual Reunion held at the 
London Scottish Headquarters on 7th November, al
though not so strong in numbers was a very enjoyable 
m eeting and all present voted it a great success. The 
raffle for th e childrens party was a great idea and we 
thank all those who supported it by gifts and donations. 
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It was pleasant to see Geoge Cobb from Aberdeen 
Headquarters and to get news of the boys from around 
that area. We take this opportunity to welcome the 1st 
Bn. back to UK and wish them a very happy stay and 
successful New Year. 

The Children's Party was as usual a great success. 
Eighteen children attended together with parents and 
two of our Chelsea Pensioners. Each child received a 
box of chocolates to take home. I an Rodger lead the 
carol singing with Paul Hammond at the piano. 

Special thanks are due to Mrs Lees. I an Rodger and 
family and to Mrs McMahon for the catering. Thanks 
for special financial help are due to Col. Graham. 
Capt H. Usher. Col. G N Ross. Jack Laird and Bob 
Harman. Mrs Lees greatly appreciated the gift of a 
small table lighter given by the parents in recognition 
of her services to our association. We are most greatful 
to Col. D V Penman of the London Scottish for his 
kindness in· allowing us to use the Headquarters for our 
meetings. 

I close these notes by wishing all our readers a very 
Happy and Prosperous New Year, and more support 
for the Association. 

5/7th BNS. THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION 

As a result of the efforts of a small Ballater 
Committee consisting of Col. B C A Napier, Ballater, 
Messrs. H Michie, Dinnet, D. Rose, Braemar and K. Forbes 
Ballater, our 28th Annual Reunion was held in the 
lnvercauld Arms Hotei,.Ballater on Saturday, 4th 
October, 1975. The turn out took our Committee by 
surprise. Fortunately we provided two 44 seater buses 
to collect our Old Comrades. We are proud to say both 
buses were more than full, also that the facilities of the 
hotel were fully stretched. Our Chairman for the evening 
was Major J M Burnett, Banchory. 

One bus started from the garage Longside, picking 
up at Fraserburgh , Peterhead, Hatton, Ellon, Bridge of 
Don, Cowdray Hall, Aberdeen, where it was joined by 
the second bus which started picking up at Dyce, 
Bankhead, Bucksburn, Rosehill Garage, Cowdray Hall , then 
proce.eded picking up at Cults, Culter, Banchq ry, Kincardine 
O'Neil, Aboyne, and Dinnet to Ballater. In addition to 
the bus contingents we had members from Nairn, 
Forres, Keith, Cullen, Brora, Stonehaven, Arbroath, 
Dundee, Edinburgh , Strathaven and Lanark, also our 
usual excellent support from Shetland, represented 
by Messrs. Garriock, Leslie, Ganson, Leask and Hughson, 
who were joined by W. Pearson, a Shetlander living in 
Larbert Nr. Stirling. We also had a visit from Major J. 
Gammie from Bruckley in Kent and Capt. Sanderson 
from Colchester. 

In addition to the above we were honoured by a 
visit by two of our Old Comrades on holiday from 
Australia and Canada, respectively. They had emigrated 
to these countries many years ago- H. Wardsmouth who 
served in the Signal Platoon of the 5th Bn. and was taken 
Prisoner at St. Valery had emigrated to Australia some 
26 years ago, the other was W. Leslie, who originally 
served in the T. A. with "D" Company 5/7th at 
Stonehaven, was embodied with the 7th Bn. in 1939. 

There was a good turn out of Officer members in Col. 
B. C. A. Napier, Lt. Col. D. P. Hall, Majors J. Gammie, 
J. M. Burnett, J. M. Mcintosh, Capt. H. Usher, J. G. 
Sanderson, Rev. C. Stuart. The following guests attended, 
Lt. Col P. Forbes, Lumphanan, Mr. M. G. A. Michie, 
Secretary of the Ballater Branch of the Royal British 
Legion, Capt. M.P. Taitt, and W.O.!. I. Mitchell, 

Gordon Barracks, Sergeants Houston and Beattie "D" 
Gordon Company, 51st Highland Volunteers. 

Reports have it that it was the best evening we have 
had yet, the bus trips seem to make the function more 
enjoyable. 

The response to the draw at the Reunion was tremendous 
as was the donations of gifts for the draw - the star prize 
was a half gallon bottle of whisky donated by one of 
our members. 

After the speeches Major Burnett, the Chairman, 
gave details of a Memorial Trophy for the late Pipe
Major, R. U. Brown, M.B.E. which was being organised 
by the Madras College, Piping Society, St. Andrews, the 
Trophy to take the form of a Stag (in silver) mounted 
on a piece of Balmoral Granite, and named the "Glen is 
Mine" to be competed for annually by young pipers in 
Scotland in a Pibroich Competition. The Old Comrades 
gave generously, and as a result we are proud to say we 
donated £21 towards the Memorial Trophy. In his reply 
the Chairman of the Piping Society said "I am moved to 
learn of the magnificient donation of your Old Comrades 
Association," and went on to say "The Appeal was 
going extremely well. We had donations from Her 
Majesty, The Queen, from the Queen Mother and The 
Prince of Wales, in addition there have been contributions 
from all parts of the world including one from the 
Virgin Islands." 

For the Christmas Draw this year we managed to 
print our own books, which were a complete "sell out". 
Many of the Old Comrades and our Shetland Branch 
donated some of the prizes which went to members and 
their friends over a wide area. 

Our next function is our Dinner Dance in the 
Queens Hotel , Aberdeen, on Saturday, 1st May, 1976, 
when we hope to have our usual support. Details will 
be sent to members in our next Bulletin. Our 29th 
Annual Reunion is to be held in the Queen's Hotel, 
Aberdeen on Saturday, 23rd October, 1976. We have 
been asked by our Banchory members to hold our 30th 
Annual Reunion in Banchory - the Committee are 
going ahead with preparations for this. 

OBITUARY 

CQMS Bob Taylor a well-known Territorial and 
postman in the Mearns Area died in hospital on 26th 
September, 1975 aged 63 years. He was the association 
representative in Stonehaven. A Corporal in the 5/7th 
Bn. on mobilisation, he served in the 7th Bn. then 5/7th Bn. 
taking part in the 8th Army's Desert Victory. He served 25 
years as a postman, and was also a member of the Stone
haven Life-Saving Apparatus Team for 28 years. He was 
a keen Church man. He will be missed by our Committee 
and members. He took a keen int erest in our work and 
rarely missed attending our meetings. There was a 
good turn out of our members at the service in St. 
James Episcopal Church in Stonehaven and also at 
the service at Aberdeen Crematorium. Our sympathy goes 
to his widow. 

Lt. G. Roberts MBE, JP died aged 91 years. He was 
well known as a Town Councillor of the City of 
Aberdeen. He served in the Council for a total of 44 
years. He was managing Director of his own furniture 
business. As a member of the 7th Bn. during the 
1914-1918 war, he became a Life Member of the 
Association in 1970. We were represented at the service 
in the Ferryhill South Church, Aberdeen, by our 
Secretary, our sympathy goes to his family. 
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THE GOLDEN LIONS 

The Scottish Divisio.n Free Fall Parachute Team 

First of all I would like to say that the team had a 
very busy season last year, as they had demonstrations 
from as far north as The Orkney Islands to Colchester 
in the South of England. We are already booked fai rly 
heavily for another busy season this year. 

Out of the four members with the team L /Cpl Frank 
Harrison has been with the team three and one half years. 
He has 374 jumps to his credit and he can jump all types 
of canopies in use with the team. He was also sent down 
to Ash ill in September 75 on a Parascending course at 
which he passed out as an instructor in-this sport. As 
team rigger he has the added responsibility of maintaining 
our equipment in a good state of repair. This plus jumping 
on most demonstrations makes him an amain stay of 
the team. 

Back Row - left to r ight, Pt e Jimmy Hemphi ll, 
Pte Mick Colligan. 

Front Row - left to r ight, Cpl. John McDonald, 
L/ Cpl Frank Harr ison. 

Pte Jimmy Hemphill has been with the team for 
eighteen months. He started from scratch and has now 
got 171 jumps to h is credit. Hemphill progressed very 
well during his training and got himself into t he demon
stration team at the end of last season. He also managed 
to get on a course in Cyprus during Nov. Dec. 75. 
Since his Cyprus trip Hemphill has been attached to 
Captain Heffrons merry men in the RAT. Since his 
return to the team in Feb 76 he has assisted with the 
Regimental KAPE tour in the North and passed his 
driving test at Bridge of Don. He hopes to go on a 
Riggers Course in April. 

Pte Mick Coll igan has also been w ith the team for 
eighteen months. He also started as a student jumper 
and now has 130 jumps to his credit. He also managed 
to get into the demonstration team at the end of last 
season. During the winter months he was employed as a 
muscle man in the Gymnasium at S. I.D. Glencorse puting 
the new recruits through their paces. 

Finally a few words about myself. I have also been 
eighteen months with the team. As team storeman/Admin 
Nco I also travel with the team on most demonstrations 
assisting with ground party duties. However my main 
responsibilities are looking after the stores and sending 
out publicity posters in advance of all our jumps. 

We all send our regards to all members i n The Bn. 

JOHN MacDONALD Cpl. 

A DENT IN THE COCKPIT 

Sgt Alan Dent successfully completed his pilots 
course at the Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop 
and was presented with Army Pilots' Wings on 30th 
January, 1976. The inspecting officer of the Wings 
Parade was the Royal Marines Commandant General, 
Lieutenant General P J F Whiteley OBE, Royal Marines. 

The students of t he course assembled on 1 7th March 
1975 and for the ensuing ten months received a wide 
range of instruction on differing subjects. Ground school 
ran concurrently with flying training throughout the ten 
months. Students were required to gain proficiency in 
technical matters intimately connected with flying a 
helicopter in addition to developing their knowledge of 
gunnery, signals and tactical deployment of ground troop. 
The pure flying training consisted of 40 hours on Chip
munk (fixed wing dual trainer), 75 hours on G4 (un
supercharged Sioux helicopter) and 98 hours on Sioux 
helicopter. Out of a total of 11 officers and SNCO 
students who started in March 1975, only 9 succeeded in 
completing the course. 

The band of HM Royal Marines (Cine Naval Home 
Command) played "Cock 0' The North" for the Wings 
Parade march on, and "Garb of Old Gaul" for the General 
Salute. 

Sgt Alan Dent is posted as a Sioux helicopter pilot to 
14th/20th Kings Hussars in Herford, Germany. His 
achievement swells the ranks of qualified Grodon High
lander pi lots to four; the other being Lt Col Tony Brown, 
and Majors Robin Fawcus and Richard Ord. 

THE CAPETOWN HIGHLANDERS 

EDITORIAL 

The latter half of 1975 has been a very quiet period 
for the Regiment. Quite a lull in fact. 

At Bastion BnHQ, the Commanding Officer's office 
has been redecorated. Now the oak panelling befits such 
office. 
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SGT Alan Dent is presented with Army Pilots Wings by L ieutenant General P J F Whiteley OBE Royal Marines. 
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On the Rifle Range the Currie Cup for inter-company 
shooting was won - once again- by Support Coy, but 
beware! C Coy was but one point behind. Honours also 
go to C Coy for having the three best shottists of the day 
- W02 John Day and Cpls Perrins and Harwin, respect
ively. 

The Officers managed to beat the Sergeants with the 
CO out-shooting us all yet again. The Mac Schwormstedt 
Trophy for pistol shooting among warrant officers went 
this y ear to W02 Tim Barrie-Smith, ROMS. 

On 21st December a message somewhat different from 
the CO's earlier Christmas message went out. CTH was 
called up for continuous training for three months as 
from January 1976. Hence our small contribution to 
"Tige~;.and Sphinx" this time. 

Yes. 1975 Part II may well have been the proverbial 
lull. 

OF FICERS' MESS 

Time passing within a living Mess brings often reasons 
for congratulations: so be it. Steve de Beer is now comm
issioned, C/O's Milligan and Wooding have joined the 

Mess, and C/0 MacKenzie has qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant. 

In August we held an informal Laides' Night in the 
City Club. This was especially enjoyable in that it was a 
little different, and our thanks go to the CO for arrang
ing the venue. 

In September we appreciated as a Guest Speaker, Mr 
Michael Morris, a well-known writer and lecturer on 
terrorist tactics who had recently toured Rhodesia and 
her neighbou rs. His films and tales of experiences were 
most interesting. 

September saw the Mess also attending the Citizen 
Force Officers' Ball in fitting numbers. How pleasant it 
is to have one's own dance music, special Highland type, 
from pipes, Highlanders for the use of, at such functions! 

October brought the anniversary of the Batt le of El 
Alamein, and the Association Dinner where many mem
ories were recounted and t ips to youngsters given. 

December saw the Annual Cake Cutting Ceremony 
at its beginning, and a private function at the home of 
Capt Tony Marriner at its end, in lieu of Hogmanay. Our 
thanks to all concerned. 
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THE PEOPLE FOR VOLKSWAGEN 
PASSAT 
1300 c . c. and 1600 
c .c .. 0. H.C .. J or 
5 door. S aloon or 
Estate. " Top 
performer Family 
Saloon " 

SCI ROCCO 
1600 c.c .. O. H.C .. 
Sports Coupe. 
" The Hot one 
from 
Volkswagen" 

@ POLO 
~ 900 c .c ,, O.H.C., 
11

• \ J or 5 door. " The 
~ ~ best s~~ll car in 
~. Europe 

GOLF 
1100 c .c . and 1600 
c .c .. O.H.C .. J or 
5 door . 
" European top 
seller" 

THE GARAGE CULTS Tel. Aberdeen 47461 

MECHANICAL GARDEN SERVICES 
= DANARM (Prop. Wm. Moir) 

CHAIN SAWS 

Meet another cost cutter from Danarm, 
designed and built in Britain. 

( 

This model, with a patented anti-v;bration 

. 

1

, system second to nona, is robust and reliable 
to cope with the multitude of tasks a 

professional user may have to do. 
One of Danarm's seven modal range will ba suited 

to whatever timber cutting task you present it with 
and tho Danarm Dealer after sales service 

network carries on serving your needs reliably too. 

IT TURNS ON A SIXPENCE AND 
CLOSE-TRIMS AROUND TREES AND 
BUSHES. 
THE ARTICULATED PARK 2000. 
The Park 2000 comes in two ve~ions: A triple cylinder 
ve~ion or a ~lode rotary ve~ion. It can aloo be 
equipped with a sweeper for sand or snow, snow blade, 
trailer barrow and grass collector. 
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SCOTLAND'S MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
STOCKIST OF LEICHNER DAYWEAR 

AND THEATRICAL COSMETICS 

JOKES TRICKS PUZZLES 
TA RROT CARDS MAGAZINES 

BEETLE DRI V E CARDS JOKE BOOKS 
BI NGO-PUNCH BOARD FUNDRAISERS 

CAR NI VAL HATS BALLOONS MASKS 
STREAMERS FALSE FACES BEARDS 

19 ST ANDREW STREET, ABERDEEN 
TEL: 24477 

W ARES FOR THE UNAWARE ' 

J. & w. 

GEORGESON 
LTD. 

Motor Body, Panel and 
Wing Repai rers 
Car Upholstery 
Acety lene Welding 
Cellulose Spraying 
and Under-Sealing 

BALMORAL MOTOR B ODY WORKS 

80 BROOMHILL ROAD, 
ABERDEEN 

Tel. 29241 Est . 7896 

WilliAM SMITH 
WE HAVE 

A LARGE SELECTION 

OF ALL WELL KNOWN MAKES OF 

RIFLES AND CARTRIDGES 

AND 

LOADING COMPONENTS 

CALL AT OUR SHOP 

201 HARDGATE, ABERDEEN 

Tel. 20179 

Need a plumber 
or an electrician? 

for prompt action on 
domestic and commercial 
insta llation and repairs 

ABERDEEN: 53-67 Whitehall Road. 
Aberdeen 20206 

INVERNESS: 7 Friars Place. Inverness 32441 

ELGIN: 285 High Street. Elgin 7444 

KIRKCALDY: 34 High Street. Kirkcaldy 69313 



HIRE YOUR SELF DRIVE CAR FROM 

Douglas 
Autohires 

(SELF-DRIVE) 

Latest Models 
ESCORT ESTATE CARS 

CORTINA & ESCORT CARS 
TRANSIT VANS 

Moderate Terms 

113 Constitution Street 
ABERDEEN, AB2 1ET Phone 50743 

MACE 
WHOLESALERS 

fo r the 

NORTH-EAST OF SCOTLAND 

A. R. GRAY 
LIMITED 

P.O. Box No. 33. BROADFOLD ROAD, 

BRIDGE OF DON, ABERDEEN 

Telephone 
703111 (5 lines) 

AB9 8BS 

Telegrams 
Gray Aberdeen" 

William Wilson 
-another way of 

. say1ng 
the complete home' 
Here, at William Wilson, we have the 

fittingS- to make your home the complete 
home, from lighting and kitchen equipment 
to domestic appliances and modern central 
heating systems. 

We will be glad to discuss any problems 
you may have and solve them with our 
expert knowledge. 

Then simply make your choice .and we 
will give you fast, efficient supply through 
your usual tradesmen. 

'~~WILLIAM WILSON & C O 
• -...~ (ABEROHN}l!D. 

•• 505 GREAT WESTERN ROAD. 
ABE RD EEN A B9 2QF. 
Tel ephone 38641. 

Also at: 
Pinefield Industrial Estate, Elgin; 
Henderson Road, Inverness; 
Lindsay Street, Arbroath; 
East Dock Street, Dundee. 

By Appoontmenl 
to H.M. THE QUEEN 

Purveyors ot 
ProvtSIOns 

By Appoontment 
10 H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH 

THE QUEEN MOTHER 
Prov1s1on Merchants 

CHIVAS BROTHERS L TO. 
Established tn the year 1801 as Grocers , 
Wtne and Sptr it Merchants of the highest 

order of excel lence. 
FINE WINES . CHOICE CHEESES 

DELICATESSEN 

CHIVAS RESTAURANT 
AND 

CHIVAS REGAL LOUNGE 
LUNCHEON 12 noon- 2.30 p.m. 
DINNER 6 p.m. - 9.45 p.m. 

FOR RESERVATIONS TELEPHONE 53135 

CHIVAS BROS. LTD. 
387/ 389 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 

Telephone 53361 

Published by Nort hern Publishers (Aberdeen) Ltd., 11 A lbyn Terrace, Aberdeen. 



Holt's-
the Services bank

is now at Famborough 
as well as Whitehall 

Being a serviceman brings you unusual banking problems. Problems to 
which only a specialised bank like Holt's has the answers. Holt's has 
been dealing with the financial affairs of servicemen since 1809 and 
can offer you special banking facilities throughout your career and 
afterwards. Facilities that are open to you wherever you are posted. 

Special services for special people offer, Holt's can also provide facilities to look after 
your investments while you are abroad. ll.s a Holt's customer you can cash a cheque at any 

branch of Williams & Glyn's, or Lloyds, on produc
tion of yourldentity Card, and a Bank Cheque Card 
gives you the freedom of thousands of bank branches. 

Getting money abroad 
Hoi t's can either instruct a 

local bank to cash your cheques 
or, if you prefer, we can transfer 
money regularly to a local bank 
account which we will open for 
you. So wherever you travel you 
can obtain money just as easily 

as if you were at home. We can, of course, provide full 
Foreign Exchange Services. 

Savings and investments 
I loll's Managers are experts 

on the special savings problems 
of servicemen. They would be 
pleased to work out a savings plan 
for you. Apart from the normal 
investment advice most banks 

Insurance 
Every serviceman needs insurance for his family, 

himself and his effects. Hoi t's has a special service to 
give expert advice on an insurance risks. 

Retirement and resettlement 
Holt's will help you make 

the right decisions and get 
the most from your gratuity 
or terminal grant. We will 
ad vise you on such rna tters as 
commutation of pensions, house 
purchase and lump sum investment. 

New Farnborough branch 
And now, the new Famborough branch of Holt's 

is open- a bank that's as modem as the full range of 
services it offers. Management is readily accessible 
and the service agreeably personal. 

If you want a bank that understands you- and 
your way of life- get in touch with Holt's. 

Holt's-the service branch of 

WilliAMS li GlYN'S BANK lTD 
KIRKLAND HOUSE, Whitehall. London SWIA 2EB. Tel: 01-9301701 

LAWRIE HOUSE, Victoria Road, Famborough GU14 7PA. Tel: 0252 44355 
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