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EDITORIAL 
1 must apologise for t he late publication of 

this issue which is clue to the printers moving 
their works from Berwick to Spittal to larger 
premises. This happened during t he last ten 
days of .\pril and no pr inting could be done 
during this period. 

This issue is I am a fraid, rather lacking 
in interesting phot ographs, though t he rst 
Batta lion has sent some. Topical photographs 
of the activities of the H.egiment or Association 
are always welcome and I invite readers to 
send t hem to me. If t hese photogra phs have 
appeared in the press, so much the better, as 
I can borrow the " block "and so save expense. 

The rst Bat talion note,; are ra ther long but 
should be of great interest to readers. 

The Colonel of the Regiment is very con
cerned at the sma ll circulation of the Chronicle 
and the fact t ha t owing to t his small circulation 
we do not get sufficient advert isements to pay 
our way. In the near future there is to be a 
d rive to increase circulation and adw r tising. 

"THE BORDERERS' CHRONICLE." 
" The Chronicle " is published three times a year (30th April, 31st August, 31st December . The 

price is 5 /· per year, post free, or 1 /8 each copy. On becoming a Life Member, any Borderer has the 
option of paying 5/- and receiving "The Chronicle " for two full years. This means in effect that oo 
payment for one year's " Chronicle," he will receive an extra year 's issue free. 
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Sergt. G. Laidlaw, D.C.M., receiving the Inter-Squad Cup from Major-General C. L. Firbank, C.B., 
C.B.E., D.S.O., Director of Infantry, at The Depot Passing Out parade, on 16th March, 1956. 

J 
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1st BATTALION 
EDITORIAL 

WHAT better news than to start oft by saying 
the First Battalion has killed its first bandit ! 
After many weeks of ambushes and subterfuge 

by all Companies, " A " Company killed one and 
wounded two bandits in an ambush at 02.05 hrs. on 
25th February. That morning at main I l.Q. the first 
k ill was marked by hoisting a small flag to half-mast 
under the Regiment al Flag outside the C.O.s office 
and the Adjutant opened a new file, "Communist 
Terror ist Kills " ! 

The Battalion now has 1ts own operational area in 
south west johore (approximately 1 ,2oo square miles 
of which one-third is swamp). Tac H <J. and three 
rifle Companies operate in this area, whilst main H.Q. 
remains at Selarang Barracks on Singapore Island. 
The operat ional area is comprised of swamp, jungle 
covered hills (which rise to over 2,ooo feet), bush 
country and rubber and pineapple estates. The 
swamp is particularly hazardous and exhausting as 
you suddenly disappear waist deep into thick muddy 
water and use up hundreds of calories trying to extricate 
yourself. The dense undergrowth is equally difficult, 
as it is made up of prickly bamboo, vines, thorn 
creepers and roots of old trees. The rate of progress 
in this type of country is only about 250 yards per hour ! 
In addition insects, particularly red ants and leeches, 
are thro"n in for good measure. 

There are a variety of jobs carried out by " up 
country" Companies. One day a Company may be 
carrying out food and gate checks in the new ''illages 
this entails searching the villagers for food, documents, 
medicine or ammunition as they pass in and out of the 
village gates. The following day that Company may 
be patrolling through a rubber estate looking for bandits 
or bandit camps. If the ground between the rubber 
trees is "clean " the progress is rapid, but if it is 
"dirty" and overgrown with thick grass and fern, 
the progress is painfully slow. The third day that 
Company may be lying in ambush at a selected p lace 
such as a food camp, suspected meeting place, in the 
hopes of eliminating a bandit. Xavigation particularly 
in "dirty" rubber, swamp, and secondary jungle has 
proved most difficult. On one occasion an X C.O. was 
lost for three days and a full scale Battalion operation 
was launched with air support and dogs iri an effort 
to find him. He was eventually found at approximately 
15.30 hrs. on Xew Year's Eve- so it was a double 
celebration ! On another occasion two highly qualified 
Officers, accompanied by two Sergeants, and four 
Corporals disappeared into the unknown one afternoon 
being expected back two hours later. After ten hours 
they had still not returned in fact they reappeared 
the next morning much to everyones relief, but navi
gation in the jungle is by no means easy ! The fourth 
ri fle Company remains at Sclarang on immediate call 
for Internal Security duties as the main roll of the 
Battalion is still I nternal Security on Singapore 
Island. The fourth Company changes round every 
month so that each rifle Company in turn has a month 
in barracks to concentrate on administration and take 
a few days leave. Besides the rifle Companies there 
is a K.O.S.B. t raining wing at the Farclf training 
centre, Kola Tinggi (in East Johorc), run by Capt. 
J. 0. Scott. There all new arrivals receive their initial 
jungle training prior to joining rifle Companies. 

On gth and 17th December, a. K.O.S.B. task force, 
led by the Commanding Officer, attacked the two large 
H..A.F. bases at Selctar a.nd Changi respectively to 
test the R.A.F. defences. It was very much the case 
of 150 K.O.S.B. to r,ooo R.A.F., but nevertheless it 
caused a. number of headaches to the R.A.F. defences 
as H.Q. Company detachment chose to go by landmg 
craft and attack from the side that was " impassable." 
..\ senior N.C.O. in the :JI.T. "as heard to exercise an 
1mpressive vocabulary as he disappeared into a swamp 
completely, and when coming up for a ir, was promptly 
captured by the R.A.F. 

The Commander-in-Chief, Fare!£, General Sir 
Charles Loewen, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., visited the 
Battalion on 10th Xovember by helicopter. He 
mspccied a Quarter Guard found by II.Q. Company 
and met Officers and \Y.O.s and senior Sergeants. 
lie a lso watched the :Jlortar Platoon training and then 
saw "C" Company firing on the 30 yards range. 

St. Andrew's Day was marked by a " Retreat" at 
Selarang Barracks to which 100 guests were invited. 
The Guest of Honour was The Commissioner General 
for U.K. in South East Asia, Sir Robert Scott, K.C.'M.G., 
C.B.E. The incident that marked the occasion in 
everyone's memory was the Pipe Hand playing off 
the square in a torrential rainstorm still as upright 
and unconcerned as if on a summer's day I This 
created a. tremendous impression on our Singapore 
guests and was the subject of discussion for the remain
der of the evening. Five drumskins split as a result 
of their soaking, but these were easily replaced as 
A.D.O.S. was one of the guests. 

Christmas and Xew Year celebrations required much 
travelling from the traditional Commanding Officer's 
visiting party as two rifle Companies were at the 
Farclf training centre, 46 miles away from Sclarang 
Barracks, another Company was on operations at 
Plcntong, approximately 30 miles away. 

The following message was received from the Colonel
in-Chief, l l.R.H. The Duchess of Gloucester:-

" To Colonel :JlcConnel and All Ranks of the rst 
Battalion I send my good wishes for Christmas and 
the Xcw Year -.\lice, Colonel-in-Chief." 
A reply was sent to the Lady-in-\Yaiting as follows: 

" Grateful if you will convey to Her Royal Highness 
Christmas and Xcw Year Greetings from the Com
manding Officer and All Ranks of the rst Battalion 
The King's Own Scottish Bordcrers." 
On 31st December, L fCorpl. \\'. Speakman, \ ' C 

now serving with 1st R.S.F., was married in Singapore 
The Regiment presented him with a silver L"lnkard 
inscribed suitably for the occasion. 

There are now 34 regimental families out in Singapore, 
and 15 more have either sailed or arc about to do ~o. 
There arc great difficulties in obtaining :Jlarricd 
Quarters as the Quarters list is run on the •· poinb 
system " for the whole of Singapore Island- the li~t 
contains 633 people ' :Jiost of the familie' ha\e 
managed to find private accommodation in Scran::-oon 
Garden Estate or at Siglap or Katong on the .East 
Coast, but the rent for private accommodatiOn •
high and not much is left over as spending money 

A most unusual occurrence happens to an 1nfa 
battalion out here-not only is the !Jattali n b~ 
up to full higher establishment but in £ t 
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posted I La~t month the Battalion ~trength was 
39 Officer~ and 1,oo4 men, and likely to continue at 
those leveb \\'e have I.! ~ational Service Officer~. 
and they are indeed a valuable as~et when so short of 
\\'.O.s and Semor ~.C.O.s. .\s a result of our large 
strength it has been possible to o\·erpo~t all ~pecialist 
Platoon~ suthciently to off~et the run-out for the next 
six months this will pay handsome dividends during 
the second half of the year. The first draft (56 O.R.s) 
to return to the lJ K for release left us on tst February 
after the traditional departure with firstly the l\Iilitary 
Band playing light music (including the Happy 
Wanderer I) during the fare\\ells and then the Pipe 
Band preceding the trucks to the ::\lain Gate. 

The Battalion has been particularly successful in 
the Hughy and Football engagements. In the Singa
pore seven-a-side sports, the Battalion reached the 
semi-finals but lo~t against the Fiji Regiment. l u 
football we have had eight Borderers selected to play 
in the Army trials which gives great hope for the future. 

\\'e bade fare\\·ell to Sergt. S. :\Ic::\Ieeken who has 
been Regimental Provo~t Sergeant for an aggregate 
period of 1! years. He ha~ ju~t been flown home to 
the L' 1\ to take over as Pro\·ost Sergeant at the 
lL~\L\.S., Sandhur:;t \\'e shall miss his service~ \'Cry 
much. 

!'he following Otticers left the Battalion since the 
last Chronicle:- -:\lajor .-\ ]. Rennie to D . .-\.Q \l.G. 
(Plans), G.H Q., F.ARE.L.F.; Capt. ]. C. G. Haeder 
to ;\Iilitary Intelligence Otlicer, 99 Gurkha Infantry 
Brigade; Capt. ] . .-\. Foulis, \l.C. to Adjutant, Regi
mental Depot; Lieut. I G. ;\lacFarlane (IC\1.0.), to 
the B.:\l.li , Singapore. 

The following Oflicer~ JOined the Battalion since the 
last Chronicle: :\laior T. Little, :\I.C. Capt. ]. 0. 
Scott, Lieut. \\'. E. Strachan, Lieut. ] . \\'. Lindquist, 
Lieut .. \. D. :\lyrtle, znd Lieuts. Berrv, Ruxton, Tinne, 
Williamson, l~risto l , Stevenson, Hay, \ \ 'atherston, 
Christie. The following will be joining the Fir~t 
Battalion from l: K shortly:- Capt. n C R \\'ard, 
2nd ILieuts. ::\Iac'lhllan and Binnie. 

ORDER OF BATTLE 
Battalion H.Q. 

C.O Lieut -Colonel D. \\'. :\IcConnel, O.B.E. 
Stco11d-iu-Commaud :\IaJor H. S. Gillie~. :\f.C. 
Adjutaul Capt. D. ] . Lear. 
P.R.J.-:\Iajor T. Little, :\LC. 
lntellzgmce Ojjzcer.-Capt. P. B. de T. l{ookc. 
Assislaut Adjula111 Capt. J. B. Henderson. 
A/.0.-Lieut. W. E. Strachan (R..-\.::\LC.). 
Padre. -The Rev. A. D. Scrimgeour (R.\.ChD.) 
C'tzit l'aymasler. Capt. :\I. R. \\". Berry, (I { \ P.C.). 
R.S.M. W.O. I. A. B. Downes. 
W. T. and Drill W.0.-\ \'.0. II . j. H ewson. 
Orderly Room Si'Y~eant. -C/Scrgt .. \ . R. Doyl\' 

H .Q. Company. 

Company Commtmder.-::'.lajor S. C. \\'arman, \1 \ J 
Signals Officer Capt. ] . B. Henderson. 
,Js~islant Signals Officer.- Lieut . .-\. D. :\lyrtle. 
.\l.T.O. Capt. G. P. }lurdoch. 
(] . .\1.- Capt (CJ.:\1.) J .. \. john~on 
R.Q .. \! ~ \ \' 0. 11 G. Grant, B .E. :'IL 
C.S .. \1. \\'.0. II ] . Leggat. 
C.Q .\1 S C 'Sergt. It Funston. 

" A " Company. 
Compaur Commander.-:\laJOr R. H. S. Irvine, :\l.C 
Saomf-zn-Commmzd.-Lieut. ] . \\' Lindquist. 
Platoon Commander.-2nd Lieut. R :\(. \\'ickcnden 
1'/aloon Commander.-md Lieut. P G. G . Gardiner. 
1'/atoon Commander.-2nd Lieut. J. D. S. ~ay. 
Resnve Platoon Commandrr. -zncl Lieut. N. \!cL \'. 

Bristol. 
C.S .\1 \\'.0. II. A. R itchie. 
(. Q 1l -; C ·sergt. T. Richard~on. 

" B " Company. 
(Lmpany Commander.-Capt. H.. G. R. H ill . 
"iecoml-in-Command.-T /Capt. G. G. Ali t. 
I'/ a loon Commander.- Lieu t . A. j . C. llewat. 
1'/aloon Commander. -2nd/Lieut. ~\. \\'ort. 
l'lclloon Commander. 2nd/Lieut. :\I. P. Ttnne 
Hesrn·l' Platoon Commander. 2nd Lieut. I. .\. 

Christie 
C.S . .\1 . \\'.0 11 H.. Greig. 
<. Q l! ) C Scrgt. j. Docherty. 

" C " Company. 
( "l>w Comma11der. -:\Iajor A ] . \lann, ::\l.C 
~«vllu-.n-Command.-Lieut . . -\ \\' Rundell. 
f'f,IIOOII Commanda. 2nd Lieut G F \\mgatc 

Pcar ... e 
J>/,1/oon Colltm.wdn. !nd Lieut. H. <. Connel 
l'wloon Commauder 2nd Lieut. L. D. \\' illiamson. 
Nesute 1'/,,toon Commander.-2nd 1 Licut P J B. 
~tevcn~(>n 

C...; .ll. \\ 0 II E Cowen. 
( .(j \! " C Sl'r)o{t. \\'. Carmichael. 

" D " Company. 
C •mP•IIl\' Commandcr.-:\Iajor .\. :\1. T horburn. 
-~<-Oild-w-Command. Lieut. \ \'. H. Davidson. 
1'/,tloon Commander.- 2nd /Lieut. R. D. E. J.egg. 
1'/aloou Commander.- mel Lieut. G. D. Hobb. 
IJ[a/•)011 Commander.· 

2nd Lieut. H. I l. S. \\'ather~ton. 
C.'-> \1 \\ 0. 11. T. Bransfield 
C (} \1 ~· ( Scrgt. A. White. 

Sp. Company. 
C '"'pa111 Commander. :\lajor T. Little, ~l . C. 
Tl•l•"'''' l'laloou Commander.- Capt J. 0 Scott. 
Jl ssnt,m/ Training Platoo11 Commander 

2nd Lieut. K :\ D. Ruxton. 
llo>iar !Jfalooll Commmtder.-

!nd, Lieut. j. ~.johnston. 
J/ .. \/ (,, 1'/,llooll Commander.- Sergt. l'. B (',o,,. 
C.S .. \1. \\' 0 11. .-\. Wells. 
C Q \1 "· C Scrgt. T )latthews. 

Visit of Pipes and Drum to Bangkok. 

A 'J the per~onal request of His Excellency Sir 
Barclay Gage, British .\mbassador , Bangkok, 
the Pipe Band departed from Singapore on 

toth Fl·bruary to take part in the fi rst S. E.A.T.O. 
Parade zn Bangkok. Our glorious sta rt was the 
ignominous e:\.pericncc of ar riving at Changi aerodrome 
with the first thrcc-tonner towing the second as \\ e 
had had the tne,·itable breakdown. \\'e left Changi 
in a Bnstol l•reighter with a Xew Zealand crew at 
07.10 hrs on Jhth February, and were soon high above 
the m•.n in~-. mi~t that ~till nestled in the valley·s of 
.\lalay.• '-'ptrih ~oared \\hen the pilot announced 
that therl ''"~ a pack lunch, coffee, tea and orangeade 
on board for all and jolly good it was, too. At 
oy JO hr' we touched down at Butterworth for a 
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o~ht a glimpse of Penang Island as we 
to land. \Vithin half an hour we were 

d rlying over Siam until we came in sight 
k "hich is about 12 miles inland from the 

trcd on a river rather like the Thames in 
• !.a.r worse for smell) ! To our amazement as 
ed round Bangkok aerodrome we saw about 

people all over the aerodrome, including the 
a} '• and it was sometime before the runway 

clear enough for landing. The King of Siam had 
~ 1t a national holiday so the inhabitants bad 

me to see the S.E.A.T.O. troops flying in, and the 
rpon p<•lice had lost control of the situation. As we 

ded at 15.00 hrs. we were met by Lieut.-Colonel 
D Henson, K.O.S.B. (now G.S.O. I (Planning), 

~ E A.T 0) ; the Pipe President was somewhat per
mrbed to find the Siamese jeep driver going up the 
rum,ay one way with an R.A.F. Venom landing at 

bout I::!O m.p.h. the other way-we passed with 
ncbes to spare ! 

The rest of our visit was both hectic and exhausting, 
we were split into two parties and accommodated by 
H.J!.S. Comus and H.Al.S. Consort (both destroyers had 
arrived from H ong Kong that day and were tied up 
alongside each other). It was 16.oo hrs. by this time, 
and we were due to leave the ships at 17.30 hrs. to 
play at the British Embassy Reception party. At the 
Embassy the Pipe Band played a short "Retreat" 
on the lawn and then gave a display of Highland 
dancing to the 250 guests. Bangkok was thrilled with 
the spectacle and many congratulations were showered 
on the Pipe Band. Sir Barclay and Lady Gage ex
pressed a wish for the Pipe Band to join the Guests, 
and the evening finished with the K.O.S.B. surrounded 
by bevies of beauty and not at all keen to go home. 
Bangkok cou ld not have been more friendly. The 
next morning we were up at 05.00 hrs. as we had to 
parade at o6.3o hrs. alongside the ships and be taken 
off to join the g,ooo troops taking part in the S.E.A.T.O. 
Parade which was to march past the Prime Minister 
of Siam and all Service Chiefs in the central thorough
fare. I was taken into the Diplomatic Stand where 
I sat next to the British Consul and met many repre
sentatives from the various Embassies (32 Embassies 
and Legations in Bangkok). The display and march 
past commenced with Tanks and Infantry of the 
Thai Army, followed by the Thai Navy, representatives 
from U.S. Army Units, the Commonwealth Detach
ment, and lastly the U.S. Airborne Forces. After the 
various brass bands, the Pipe Band was a truly stirring 
sight as they marched so steadily in full dress do"-n the 
wide street. A burst of spontaneous cheering and 
clapping accompanied them as they passed down the 
street and the number of cameras and flashlights that 
accompanied them needed to be seen to be believed
at times they were almost engulfed by over enthusiastic 
photographers. At the end of the parade, a shower of 
congratulations were received and many Americans 
said, " I guess you must be mighty proud of that 
outfit, it sure was the eat's whiskers ' " 

'v\'e returned to the ships at about mid-day to haYe 
lunch and a short rest before setting off again at 
17.30 Jus. to play at an official reception at the Prime 
:'>Iinister's house to which s.ooo guests had been asked. 
A shortened form of " Retreat" was played in the 
grounds with the Drum Major scattering the crowd to 
left and right as he made space for the Pipe Band. 
After that the Pipe Band was asked to join in the 
buffet supper with all the guests-pipers were sitting 
next to American Colonels and drummers sharing the 
salt with Siamese Generals ! After supper the dancing 

team performed a foursome in front of the Prime 
:'>Iinister, who enjoyed it so much that he expressed a 
wish for them to move "ith all the guests to his theatre, 
and gave another display in between demonstrations 
of Thai Classical Dancing. \\'e next found ourselves 
backstage with the most attractive Thai dancers in 
their magnificent costumes. The dancing team did 
an Argyll Broadswords with great skill and enthusiasm, 
and received a tremendous ovation. 

By now it was 23.00 hrs and we were all tired and 
ready for bed except the Pipe President, who was taken 
round the night-clubs of Bangkok in a party organised 
by Lieut.-Colonel Henson and returned aboard at 
04.25 hrs. \Ve sailed at o6.oo hrs., and most of the 
next day was spent quietly by both the K.O.S.B. and 
the Royal Navy! 

The return journey with the Fleet was most interest
ing. It was not long before the ] ocks were making 
friends with the "jolly tars " - their corned beef is 
so much better than ours they said. If you want to 
know everything about torpedoes ask Corp! Black
he lived with the torpedo expert. The next morning 
(19th) Corp!. Grant was found to have completed a 
four-hour watch, another piper was cleaning an A.A. 
gun, another polishing the signalling lamp; on the 
bridge a K.O.S.B. was shouting down the tube to the 
engine room to adjust the propellor revolutions; 
another was in the wheel-house. Before long six 
sailors were dressed as piper~ and six pipers as sailors. 
\\'e saw the Fleet maneuvering, carrying out A.A. drill, 
anti-submarine drill, refuelling at sea by night and 
day (piping the destroyer alongside the Admiral's 
flag ship produced a most enthusiastic reaction from the 
Admiral !) and finally full calibre firing (with, of course, 
the I<.O.S.B. acting as ammunition numbers!) 

\\'e arrived back in Singapore at r6.oo hrs. on 
Tuesday, 21St February, much refreshed and very 
sunburnt at the end of a most entertaining week of 
showing the flag, and I gather that half the ship's 
crew are spending their shore leave at Selarang 
Barracks. 

A patrol of " B " Company in the jungle. 
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"A" COJIPANY 
Since our last notes a great deal has happened, 

but our most outstanding achievement has been our 
first kill, an account of which is given at the end of 
these notes. On the sixth of December we left Senai 
for Selarang to take over the I.S. commitment from 
" Charlie" Company On our arrival :\Iajor Irvine 
left us to take over the training at the F.T.C., handing 
over the Company to Lieut. Lindquist, who had just 
arrived from U.K. Our time at Selarang passed quickly 
after we had got over the initial shock of guards and 
drill parades, etc. \\c also concentrated on the 
sporting side, especially on hockey, where we beat the 
:\filitary Band and narrowly lost to a combined II .Q. 
Company eleven. C.S.l\1. Hewson and Corp!. .i.\1artin 
were our outstanding players, but the whole team 
did well. Time passed quickly and we soon found 
ourselves over the causeway again this time at a very 
pleasant location called Linden Estate, which we took 
over from " B" Company. By this time :\[aJOr Irvine 
had rejoined us from the F.T.C. 

Prior to our departure from Selarang we sa1d farewell 
to C.S.:~J. Hewson who left us to take over \V.T. 
\Varrant Officer. There is, however, one story about 
the C.S.M. that must be told. During our stay at 
Senai a zealous painter had painted the lavatory 
scats green. Unfortunately the C.S.M. was not 
informed. However, he can console himself with the 
fact that he carried the Company colours to the end 

We welcome C.S.M Ritchie to the Company who, 
the Chinese contractor thinks, is the living image of 
Errol Flynn. The C 'Sergt. is described as a raging 
tiger. Linden Estate where Company H .Q. is based 
is a very pleasant place with a swimming pool about a 
mile away. }io. 2 Platoon are at Kangar Pulai and 
No. 3 Platoon at Gclan Patah. On arrival at Linden 
we set to work to smarten the place up, and we have 
nearly driven the H.. E.'s at :\1ajedee " round the bend " 
with our requests for paint and cement, etc. The 
results, however, arc most gratifying, and our canteen 
is called appropriately the Brush Inn. We have 
started a farm with four pigs and twelve hens, which 
never seem to lay eggs, and also have numerous dogs, 
including Tam, who belongs to CfSergt. Richardson, 
and who is destined to become one of the greatest 
tracker dogs in ~Ialaya, or so his master thmks 

In the sporting line our activities consist mostly of 
football against the Police over whom we have a slight 
edge, and basketball and badminton. Corp!. :\Iartin 
and Pte . .i.\IcCourt arc regular members of the Battalion 
football team. 

From reading these notes you m1ght think that we 
spend all our time on administration, this, however, is 
far from the case. From the moment we arrived at 
Linden we started bandit hunting in real earnest, and 
our efforts have been rewarded. All Platoon' and 
Company H.Q. have been operating continuously, 
and from the 2nd of February, the day we arrived at 
Linden, there have been only two days when all 
Platoons have been in base at the same time. 

It was fitting that our firs t kill came from a mixed 
party. The ambush party was made up from Xo. I 

Platoon, Xo. z Platoon, and Company H .Q, while 
Xo. 3 Platoon did the immediate follow up. So the 
whole Company took part in one form or a nother. 
It was Carpi. Xelson's g roup which sprung the ambush 
when a C.T. actually stood on Pte. Leek. All groups 
then opened fire at their targets, killing one C.T and 
wounding tho! other two. \\'c were especially pleased 

with the results of our camouflage as the C.T.s came 
within a few feet of several members of the party 
without spotting them before the ambush was sprung, 
and it was a bright night. 

The two wounded C.T.s managed to escape but ~o. 3 
Platoon were soon hot on the trail with the aid of 
tracker dogs However, they managed to give them 
the slip, but we console ourselves with the fact that it 
will be some time before they arc fit enough to take 
part in further terrorist activities. 

\Yc conclude these notes by welcoming 2ndfLieuh. 
Bristol and Hay from U.K and Sergt. Stoddart from 
H .Q. Company, and we say farewell to Sergt. Ancliffe 
who has left us to be an instructor at the F.T.C., and 
Corpls. Sinclair and Stores and Pte Logan who have 
gone on demob. \\'c wish them all the best. 

"B" COMPANY 
Having sampled life in the Tamil Lines of Kelan, 

the leaking tents of :\Iasai, the unpainted lines of 
Linden , we now fin(l ourselves living in the Corrugated 
Kingdom of Kulai. 

During this time we have served under four separate 
commands, namely, t fz K.E.O. Gurkha Rifles, 
zfro Gurkha Rilles, H.Q .. 99 Infantry Brigade, and, 
strange to say, the 1st Battalion, The King's Own 
Scottish Borderers. 

\\'e consider ourselves to be very fortunate to have 
ser\'ed with the Gurkhas who have so enhanced their 
reputatiOn during the period of thei r service in this 
country During the brief period when we served under 
the direct command of Brigade we were given a really 
vast area of patrol. In this age of N.A.T.O.s, 
S.E.A.T.O.s, C.T.s, S.F.s, S.C.s, and even B.F.s, we 
designated our Company Commander SACACTOSEJ 
(Supreme .\Hied Commander Anti-Communist Terrorist 
Organisation South-East Johorc) . 

Despite our numerous ambushes, road blocks, spot 
checks, searches and patrols, we have not as yet had a 
contact. \\'e feel sure, however, that the Terrorists 
are conscious of ou r presence and as a result are 
constantly on the move. 

Rest comes to us all 1 During the month of February 
we moved back to the Battalion main base at Selarang. 

During this, the shortest month of the year, we 
managed to fit in the following : leave, education, 
classification on the range, agonies in the dental 
centre, religious courses, and, last but not least, the 
Commancting Officer's Administrative Inspection . 
This inspt·ction was a great success, due to the spirit 
with whKh the Company tacked another aspect of 
soldiering, and particular credit is due to the very hard 
work put in by C.S.:\J. Grieg and C Q.:\LS. Docherty 

Despite the inducement of increased pay for Regular 
Soldiers we have had to say farewell to seventeen of our 
Xational Servicemen on demobilization. We sincerely 
hope that many of them will, on joining the ranks of 
the underpaid, return to the ranks of the new " Idle 
Rich." 

\\'e arc very pleased to welcome as Second-in
Command to the Company, Capt. G. G. Alit. Thanks 
to his untinng efforts the Company fund has been able 
to pun:hase some fifty pounds worth of sports kit. 
He has abo started a Company chicken farm, but we 
still rely on the lL\.S.C. for our egg supplies. 

1nd Lieut. :\[ Tinnie has joined us from Eaton, 
or should it be l·:ton, Hall and now commands No. 4 
Platoon 2nd l.ieut Christie recently arrived from 



T HE BORDERERS' CH RONI CLE. 321 

Sandhurst and is undergoing a jungle course at the 
Far East Training Centre. 

'Whilst the Company were at Linden Estate the 
Officers threw a Luncheon Party for many of the local 
Planters and Police with whom we have had many 
delightful contacts. The :'llilitary Band came up from 
Singapore for this occasion. This party was a great 
success, despite the fact that in the middle of the 
festivities we had to send out a patrol on some very 
•' hot" information. A surrendered enemy person. 
i.e., a bandit who has come out of the jungle, decided 
to choose this particular day to lead his late enemies 
against his former comrades-the wretched deviation
ist ! The photograph with these notes shows Lieut. 
,\ , llewat and No. 6 Platoon being inspected before 
going out on this patrol. It is a pity that this photo
graph docs not extend to the right, because it would 
have shown the more civilised side o f life in the jungle : 
the marquee, the cold buffet and the Officers' :\less 
Batmen in their tartan trews and white jackets. 

Unfortunately, the patrol found nothing except for a 
recently deserted bandit camp and the Communist 
Leader's pipe. This pipe was found in the camp and 
the surrendered enemy person recognised it. It had 
a carved Red Srat on the bowl. Lieut A. C. Hewat is 
at present on leave in the U.K. and shortly goes before 
a Hegular Commission's Board. 'Ye wish him the 
best of luck at the Board and hope to ha,·e him back 
with us soon. 

The monastic (?) life which has lately been led by 
some of our members will very shortly be ended by 
the arrival of l\lrs. Lorimer, :\Irs. Easton and :'lfrs 
Murray. We look forward to welcoming them to this 
country and hope that their stay here will be a happ\' 
one. 

All three Sergeants have been away from the Com
pany for varying periods. Sgt. Murray was attached 
as acting C.Q.M.S. to " D " Company for some weeks 
and Sgt. Easton has periodically been employed as an 
instructor at the Far East Training Centre. 

Sgt. Lorimer is studying for his First Class Certificate 
of Education which enables him to spend most of his 
time in Singapore dealing with logarithms instead of 
leeches. 

C.Q.:\l.S. Docherty was observed doing the hundred 
yards dash in a very few seconds with a cow in full 
pursuit through the rubber trees. S3.fety was reached 
when the amateur matador cleared the Company refuse 
pit in a long jump which we feel certain would not 
disgrace the Olympic Games. 

Company Headquarters get larger every day. Our 
most recent additions have arrived in the form of 
three tracking dogs. Their handlers are Corp!. 
:\IcCallum of the Royal Army Yeterinary Corps and 
our own men L/Corpl. Stewart and Pte. Jones. Our 
handlers had a very enjoyable and instructive course 
at the \\'ar Dog \\'ing of the Far East Training Centre 
and we hope that they will soon be able to lead us to 
the elusive terrorists. 

Pte. Hollas, our clerk, has left his typewriter and 
may now be heard in No. 5 Platoon. "'e are at a 
loss to understand why the :'lf.T.O. would not accept 
his application for a transfer to the i\I.T. Pte. 
Sutherland has now taken over this most important 
job of Company Clerk. 

We are very nobly supported in our operations by 
our attached personnel from H .Q. Company. The 
:\LT. drivers and cooks are among the hardest working 
men in the Company. The drivers cover a tremendous 
mileage every month and most of these miles arc run 
on very rough roads 

The Cooks have fed the Company extremely well 
and have always managed to cope with extra mouth~ 
to feed and some very irregular hours of work 

Our Signallers and Intelligence Section represent
atives have at all times kept us in touch ; with Head
quarters and with the "situation." Pte. Gardener of 
the Intelligence Section even managed to polish his 
boots before leaving us for T.A.C. H.Q. The Signallers 
have an unenviable yet vital task on patrol. They 
have to carry on their backs a vast amount of kit 
which impedes their progress in the jungle. They 
arrive in their base and immediately rig up a large 
aerial and suspend it on the highest trees. 

Their job calls for the strength of Hercules and the 
climbing ability of a monkey. Perhaps these arc the 
reasons why the Signal Platoon is almost entirely 
composed of ex-members of well known Border Rugger 
Clubs. 

'"e have plenty of opportunity for sport although 
most of our matches have been confined to inter
platoon games with the local police and schools. 

We played a football match against " D " Company 
and beat them 4-1, which is a good augury for the 
future. 

Corpls. Wallace, Aikman and Ptes. Xisbett and 
:'.Iillar have all played football for the Battalion at 
various times. 

Dart matches have proved a very popular pastime 
in the evenings and various competitions have been 
played off. 

Apart from our Senior Commanders who descend 
upon us from time to time, we have had the Pipe 
Band with us for a short time on jungle operations. 

Wm. YOUNGER'S 
BEER. 

DOUBLE CENTURY ALE 

" MONK , EXPORT 

CAPITAL STOUT 

BREWED IN EDINBURGH. 
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Demonstration and Training Platoon . 

.Midshipman Briggs from H.M.S. Terror has spent a 
week with us and also C.S."~I. Leggat from H.Q. 
Company. \\'e are always pleased to see ne\\· faces 
and hope that our visitors have enjoyed their time with 
us. 

Senior Commanders in the country appear to have a 
particular knack of picking on the one man in the 
Company who for quite some unknown reason hasn't 
fired a weapon for months and invariably ask when 
he was last on the range. \Ve congratulate Pte. 
Jones, however, on firing two very quick and accurate 
shots at the branch of a tree when without warning the 
Divisional Commander ordered him to test his weapon 
when he was on sentry duty. 

The doctor and padre are regular and very welcome 
visitors although the latter will insist on visiting us 
at a very early hour on Sunday mornings to find us all 
in bed. 

Morale in the company has always been high. \\'e 
were forestalled by "A" Company in our ambition 
to get the first bandit for the battalion but we still 
expect to get the highest score in the long run. 

Our health has been remarkably good but we are 
sorry to report that Corp!. Clark has had a long spell 
in hospital with an obscure tropical fever. We trust 
that his recovery will soon be complete and wish him 
the best of luck in civilian life. 

\Ve thank our friends at home who have sent us 
parcels of newspapers and books. These are always 
more than welcome. 

"C" COMPANY 
The stranger seeing " C " Company embus on the 

morning of the 8th December might '.vel! havesupposed 
that the company was going on leave by the expressions 
on our faces. Not a bit of it, our tedious but necessary 
spell of Internal Security was over and at long last we 

were moving over the causeway. Our stay at the 
F.T.C. proved both interesting and instructive and 
once again we would like to thank Major Irvine and 
his team for all the work they put in on our behalf. 

Christmas and Ilogmanay were soon upon us and were 
celebrated in the traditional manner. Hogmanay 
possibly m(lre so than usual in exuberant celebration 
of the return of Corp!. ::\IcDonald from the "Ulu." 
Our rescue team returned from this search with at 
least one indelible memory for their pains : the sight 
of the Company Commander stripped to the waist 
battling with the construction of a toggle rope bridge 
over a badly swollen river. 

:\fuch as we enjoyed our stay at the F.T.C. it was but 
an interim period before the long awaited move to an 
operational area. \Ve have now been at Sedenak 
Estate since the beginning of January and are firmly 
ensconced, though alas the bandits have proved 
elusive or rather non-existent so far. The camp, 
which is tented for the most part, is situated on a 
hillock just outside the village. Since our arrival, 
when we took over from a Company of the I/2 Gurkhas, 
we have made various improvements to the camp, 
not least of which is a magnificent brick oven which 
was constructed by Corpl. Confrey and " willing " 
helpers at the instigation of the Sergeant 1\Iajor. But 
the effort has been worth it, as the D.C.R.E. has in
formed us it is the only oven which has been con
structed in,_the Division. "And so we say farewell to 
stew ..... 

In keeping with this activity the Company's nominal 
roll has been swollen by the addition of numerous dogs 
and hens, a mongoose and even a duck or two. In 
connection with the last named we should like to offer 
our condolence to L/Corpl. Hughes who whilst trying 
to augment our stock somewhat surreptitiously was, 
to use the time honoured phrase, " apprehended " and 
made to pay an outrageous price for a scraggy fowl. 
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Sport is flourishing and teams from the village, 
police and the nearby II Hussars Troop have all been 
played at footbalL Basketball is another popular 
:,:arne in camp and happily in the village too. Th<' 
estate possesses a floodlit badminton court "hich ha~ 
been used for matches against their team. 

Thanks to the hospitality of the estate manager 
several parties ha,·e been out shooting for wild game 
First blood has gone to Pte Graham who shot a massive 
wild pig, which provided excellent pork for several days 

Sport at the garrison village of Kelapa Sawit has 
not been neglected and each p latoon that has been 
stationed in the village has played local teams at 
football and basketbalL 

Paramount in our personal news for this issue is 
the birth of a daughter to ::.\Iajor and :\frs. :\!ann 
\\'e offer them our heartiest congratulations. 

The following are congratulated on their promotion : 
Corpls. to Sergts. : Tweedie, Frame. L Corpls. to 
Corpls. : Nixon, White, Selfridge. Ptes. to L 1Corpls. : 
Byrne, Black, Brown, Proudlock, Boyle, :\lurray 01 , 

Scott, Kerr, ::.\fcClymont and Hughes. 
\Ye are happy to welcome znd Lieut. Stevenson 

back to the fold after his sojourn at \\'arminster and 
Hythe \ \'e would abo like to welcome all tho"c who 
have joined the Company since the last Chronicle 
note,, and to all those who are leaving us we bid 
farewell and wish them good fortune at home. Scrgt. 
Thomson and Corp!. Grant will have left us for duty at 
the Depot by the time these words appear in print 
and we wish them every success in their new appoint 
ments. 

Our disappointment at not yet having seen a bandit 
despite our daily " ulu " bashes has been tempered 
somewhat by the new pay increases. The char wallah 
is most grateful and already is feeling the benefit. 

HIORNS & MILLER 
Renowned throughout the world for 

QUALITY 

Regimental Christmas Cards 

Crested Stationery 

Invitatio n Cards 

Account Books 

Printing of any d escription 

Office E quipment 

Brochures and Catalogue on application 

Estimates and samples sent on request 

HIORNS & MILLER LTD. 
Marlborough Street, Devon port 

Tekphone : Devonport 43i 

" D " COMPANY 
The la"t four months ha,·e been packed wtth incident 

and there has never been a dull moment in an interst
mg, ,·aried and worth while existence _\t the begin
nmg of ::\ovcmber the company, though ~till not 
trained tn )tll1gle warfare, got the long awaited order 
to mo,·e over the causeway and assume an operational 
role in the Federation. \\'e found ourselves living in 
the police compounds of three new villages one 
Platoon in each. Our task was to assist the police 
and Home Guard to defend the villages and to prevent 
food being taken out to the terrorists by the rubber 
tappers and the terrorists coming into the village to 
collect food from sympathisers. In addition we were 
able to get down to jungle training in earnest. \\'e 
spent about five" eeks in our villages, we learned many 
things that terrorists tlashi11g torches arc in fact 
fireflies, that the Home Guard arc not bandits come to 
spend the night in the villages, how to play football in 
six inches of mud and water, the difference between a 
planter and a tapper, the differences in looks customs 
and dress between ::.\Ialays, Chinese and Indians, that 
the Company Commander's vocabulary is of a high 
order when talking to young R.A.S.C. oflicers who take 
convoys down wrong roads. 

Earlv in December we mo\'ed to lJlu Tiram to do our 
course "at the ] ungle Training Centre. :\ever has there 
been such a hectic time what with Christmas, Xew 
Year, a game of hide and seek with Corp! :\lacDonald 
and infernal weather conditions of rain and floods. 
However we enjoyed it and learned a great deal thanks 
to the efforts of ::.\Iajor Irvine and his training staff. 
Readers will we feel sure be interested to hear about 
our g-ame of hide and seek already mentioned. Corp!. 
..\lacDonald of " Sp" Company succeeded in getting 
lost alone in deep jungle. On 31st December patrols 
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Prior to a patrol's departure, the Section Commander (Corpl. Russell) points out the layout of the ground. 

from all companies entered the jungle to find him. 
" D" Company sent in five patrols of volunteers. In 
order to cross the floods on the jungle edge we had to 
build a rope bridge, fell trees to make a second bridge, 
and cross about a quarter of a mile of waist deep 
flooded swamp. It was ro a.m. before we were all 
across and ready to set out; we arranged to rendezvous 
again at 4 p.m. It was a hard day and an odd one in 
that instead of absolute silence as normal we were 
making as much noise as we could and pausing every 
few minutes to blow whistles and shout " Oh, Corp!. 
MacDonald, yoo-hoo ! The patrol led by the writer 
returned about 4 p.m. tired, soaked, voiceless and 
rather dispirited to get the wonderful news that 
Sergt. Devenney's patrol found :\IacDonald. A mes
sage to this effect had been found pinned to a tree at 
the rendezvous. It was a great moment. The dirty 
scrap of paper has been kept and is being presented to 
the museum at the Depot. It was a bit of luck that 
there just happened to be a bottle of whisky in the 
Company Commanders jeep, when the flood had been 
re-crossed. 

Early in January we moved to Kulai and took over 
the operational role of a company of the r 2nd Gurkha 
Rifles. Our camp was in the bungalow area of a large 
rubber estate and was very comfortable. From here 
platoons made many excursions into the local 2,ooo ft. 
mountain, Gunong Pulai, which is a huge area of 
primary jungle. The other place of interest was the 
swamp west of the village of Kalapasawit. It was 
was here that Lieutenant Legg and his platoon spent 
much of their time. Lets see what he has to say about 
it. 

Our first visit to the swamp was heralded with 
great excitement as the whole of sth Platoon of the 
M.R.L.A. was supposed to be somewhere in our area. 
We left Kulai fairly late in the afternoon and marched 
by compass through oil palms to the edge of some 
paddy. Here the going still looked fairly easy, and in 

fact was to start with, but it was not until Pte. Jackson 
disappeared from view among many bubbles. and 
sucking noises, that we realised things were gettmg a 
bit rough. By then it was too late to turn back and 
try a new route, so we floundered on looking forward to 
easier going in the virgin swamp. 

However this was not to be as the swamp became 
more clinging and squelchy with each step. Our 
first hazard was a small stream and the next thing we 
knew was that a jungle hat was floating downstream. 
This turned out to be Pte. Keith our leading scout 
who had got in to test the depth. Vve all managed to 
cross safely with the help of our toggle ropes and based 
up for the night still in waist deep swamp. This 
base camp provided many amusing incidents. Some
time during the night there was an ominous splash 
as Sergt. Harrigan's hammock collapsed into the slime. 
\\'ith many grunts the Platoon Commander's soaking 
Alsation succeeded in climbing into his low slung 
hammock which they shared for the rest of the night. 
Also during the night Pte. Masterson managed to edge 
his companions off their square inch of dry ground 
and they were found sitting in mud in the morning. 

A Reece patrol sent out in the morning under Corp!. 
Gillies returned within ten minutes to say they bad 
walked into a new bandit camp. Some of us now 
cook on Primus stoves I The camp had been evacu
ated some 48 hours earlier and there was only one 
track leading away, this we followed out into the oil 
palms where we lost it. \\'e found a new and drier 
base camp from which we ambushed the track to the 
bandit camp for three days. Unfortunately the birds 
did not return to the nest. In this camp we received 
an air drop of rations, rum and dog food from an 
Auster aircraft. 

Two incidents stand out in one's memory of Kulai 
days. After a very serious incident the C.O., two high 
ranking police officers and two company commanders 
were gathered in the company operations room 
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awaiting important information from police head
quarters. The telephone rang, we became tense with 
expectations as Pte. Hall picked up the instrument
a pause-" It's a wuman for ~Iister Legg, Sirr," he 
t •ld us. Shortly after this the G.O.C. Singapore Base 
District was visiting the company. Over coffee he 
expressed a desire to visit an area deep in dirty rubber. 
This did not please the company commander particu
larly, and he turned on the A.D.C. and said" Have you 
got a weapon ? " " Yes ! I have my pistol," the boy 
replied. " That's no good to man or beast, we'll 
need to lend you a proper weapon," says the company 
commander. Unperturbed the A.D.C. turns to the 
General and says, " Shall I get your pistol from the 
car, sir? " Red faces all round. 

On several occasions the company moved out on 
operations leaving only the butcher, baker and candle
stick maker to mind the camp. Here are the impres
sions of the C.S.M. who had the unenviable task of 
being left in charge of the so-called Kulai Commandos : 

Life for those of us left behind in camp when the 
platoons went out bandit hunting was quite a problem. 
We still had to look after the security of the camp and 
at the same time do our best to keep it shipshape. 
However the Kulai Commandos took it all in their 
stride-literally-striding round the perimeter. Cooks, 
drivers, sick and any other unfortunate who was so 
imprudent as to remain in camp was pressed into 
service. At times so acute was the man power situation 
that even the char wailah, dhabi and civil labourers 
were in danger of being banded together into an Asiatic 
force. Not even the possibility of utilising our canine 
friends Biddy and Djyn and Butch as war dogs, was 

BY APPOINTMENT 
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ruled out until nature intervened and Biddy true to 
the perversity of her sex put paid to that possibility. 

On these occasions dashing Corp!. Lakin, the cook 
corporal, was one of our stalwarts. He and his mobile 
section were always bursting to tackle any intruder, 
at the same time hoping that such intruders would be 
" on the hoof." Another was Pte. Conaghan sitting 
lonely in the canteen with one eye on his favourite 
Kubu (post) where it was whispered he had installed 
a secret weapon which would propell at high velocity 
discarded Banjoes from the char wallas tent re-inforced 
with bottle tops. Frequently too the Quartermaster 
General (C/Sergt. White) would appear and in true 
Sherlock Holmes style count the Godolphins (tin huts). 
Having satisfied himself that none of them had either 
been stolen or strayed or taken off, would repair to 
his own Godolphin fully prepared not to count sheep. 

Also on these occasions the tranquility and peace of 
mind of the )I.T.O. (The C.S.M.), the ~LT. section 
~.C.O. and the Corp!. fitter. L /Corpl. \Vorswick, was 
on a higher level. For a change the transport could 
have a rest, maintenance be carried out and weekly 
mileage decreased. Thus reducing the rockets from 
Selarang. 

Though our problems at t imes looked big, the sight 
of the Platoons returning from days and nights spent 
in the jungle, wet, tired and weary, but still smiling 
and cheerful, made short work of our problems, in 
fact we had none. 

Now we arc back at Selarang for a month, polishing, 
square bashing and doing Internal Security drills. 
Anyone who wants it will get seven days leave, in 
fact it is a very pleasant change. 
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SUPPORT COMPANY H.Q. 
This recent quarter has been one of many changes 

and new ideas within the Company. Since our last 
notes we have welcomed back the :'ll.:'II.G. Platoon, 
(who are under the impression they are the most 
indispensable Platoon in the Battalion) we ha,·e also 
given birth to the Training \Ving and the Demonstration 
Platoon both of which are at the moment at the 
F.A.R.E.L.F. Training Centre undergoing jungle 
warfare courses which are being run for the numerous 
new recruits who have joined the Battalion. Although 
these platoons are continuously" Up-Country," C.S.l\I. 
Wells still finds time to take his weekly jaunts to the 
" holiday camp " as he calls it, where he is becoming 
a "ell known figure. 

\\'e congratulate Sergt. Gow on obtaining a " B " 
on his recent jungle warfare course, (we believe he has 
really got the jungle taped now) and we wish luck 
to him and the N.C.O.s who have been chosen to give 
demonstrations in Burma, our only concern on this 
point being : will all the guns return to Selarang ? 

In the realms of sport we have provided numerous 
players for both the Battalion soccer and rugby teams, 
and we feel sure that with " Sp" Company's support 
they should do well in their forthcoming games. 

\Ve are sorry to lose Lieut. now Capt. Allt (:.'>Ir. 
Graham) and Lieut. Rundell both of whom are now 
Rifle Company Second-in-Commands, (it seems that 
one of the new qualifications for this position is to 
grow a moustache, as at the moment it would appear 
that both of these officers have a rather decrepit 
piece of fluff on their upper lips). 

\Ve welcome to the Company l\Iajor Little who is 
being kept busy at Selarang Barracks since his arrival 
and we hope his tour of Officer Commanding the 
Company will be as happy as previous Company 
Commanders. \Ve also welcome 2nd/Lieut. H.uxton 
who has been given the arduous task of keeping the 
Demonstration Platoon in hand and we feel sure that 
with Pte. Docherty's co-operation his task will be 
much easier. 2nd/Lieut. Johnstone has returned to 
us from his course at Xetheravon, and although 
full of new ideas on the 3 inch mortar, these were 
slightly dulled by the news that he was to be the new 
messing officer as well, and since then there has been 
many questions raised in the Company office as to 
what you can cook and what you can't. 

Last but not least, we offer congratulations to 
CfSergt. l\Iatthews on the birth of his son (better 
luck next time CfSergt.) and to Corp\. Hogg on the 
birth of his daughter. 

T elephone : BERWICK 235. 
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THE PORK BUTCHERS 

66 & 68 High St., Berwick-on-Tweed 

• 
Sausage Manufacturers and Dealers in Sausage Skins 

Ham and Bacon Cnrers since 1863 

TRAINING WING. 
Training Wing Commander.-Capt. J. 0. Scott. 
Demonstration Platoon-Independent Platoon Commander. 

-zndfLieut. X. Ruxton. 
Senior Instruclor.-Sergt. K. Fraser. 
DemonstralioiL Platoon Sergt.-Sergt. J. Simpson. 

l\lay the Training Wing, the newly reformed 1\l..l\l.G. 
Platoon and the completely new Demonstration 
Platoon take this opportunity of introducing them
selves to the readers of the Chronicle. " H ow do you 
do." 

\\'e were all born or reborn at Selarang Barracks in 
Singapore in early january this year, where we all 
learned to do a correct slope under C.S.l\I. \Veils. 
While at Selarang it was drill, drill and more drill, 
but on the 14th of January we packed our kit and 
headed for the jungle at the F.A.R.E.L.F. Training 
Centre where we came under the watchful eye of 
Lieut.-Colonel J. Ferguson, :'li.B.E., :\I. C., H.oyal Scots, 
Commandant of the F.T.C. (True Lowland Brigade 
co-operation). Here again it was drill, drill and more 
drill but now it was not on the parade ground but in 
the jungle, being chased by Capt. Scott, Sergts. Gow, 
Fraser and Simpson, Corpls. Amos, Smith and Glover 
all fresh from their jungle course at the F.T.C. They 
used to appear from nowhere and usually much to 
our regret '"e found we had volunteered for an extra 
guard or fatigue for failing to pass back a signal ; 
whispering too loud or some other jungle offence. A 
word of advice here to jungle recruits from Pte. Dodds 
(who learns the hard way) never, never, leave your 
weapo n lying about in the jungle especially if Capt. 
Scott or Sergt. Simpson are near. They seem to have 
a sixth sense in detecting unattended weapons. 

DE:'IIOXSTRATION PLATOOI\. 

The Demonstration Platoon was born on the 3rd of 
January, 1956, and is the nucleous of the new Training 
\\'ing in the Company. It is at the moment training 
new recruits and potential :\.C.O.s in all the arts of 
jungle warfare, under the command of 2nd/Lieut. 
Ruxton with Sergt. Simpson as our Platoon Sergt. 

Although held back by the fact that there were no 
demonstrations already laid on for the training of our 
Platoon, we have now become thoroughly efficient 
and are well equipped for our task. The first month 
was one which we thoroughly enjoyed (even the 
training staff). and although there was the humiliation 
of having the :'II.:\I.G. Platoon training with us, we 
completed the month's training with all thinking that 
jungle warfare was too easy. A certain amount of 
laughs were bad and it was with regret we said goodbye 
to those who were posted to Rifle Companies. 

\\'e arc now in the throes of training our first intake, 
and though Sergt. Gow is the permanent thorn in our 
flesh and will keep on insisting that there arc 720 

degrees in a circle (no doubt the reason for his patrols 
running into Capt. Scott's) we are proceeding along the 
lines intended. 

Even though we arc a two hour drive from Battalion 
H.Q., we still have our weekly visit from the Command
ing Officer and his staff car is fast becoming well
known in the area (pity he hadn't his Rolls). The 
Padre also has become a regular to the detachment 
and we would like to lwow what Capt. Scott would 
do without the weeki\' batch of comics the Padre 
brings up with him (we never seem to get many Roy 
Rogers comics after they have been censored by him). 
\\'e would also take this opportunity of thanking all 
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M.M.G. Platoon 

the people back home fur sending the local pap~r~ and 
magazines which arc greatly apprectated tn th1s part 
of the country. 

Finally we-wish all who have arrived in the Platoon 
and those who have left us since we were founded all 
the best of luck and good huntinz. 

TIIREE-L\"CH :\fORTAR PL.\TOO~ 
The P latoon is champing at the bit to take o\·er the 

jungle, but at the moment has to remain at the starting 
gate in Selarang to attend to the security of Singapore, 
however we arc frequently called upon to aid the 
jungle warriors. 

\\"c have been fortunate in having a defence section 
over the causeway with Battalion Tac H.Q. ncar 
Tampoi, this was a plea~ant change from Selarang 
and the time up there wa~ enjoyed by the majority. 
The complete p latoon went up to join them and carried 
out three shoots 

Bigger and better bangs are on the way, as we arc 
shortly to be issued with 4.2 inch mortars, this will 
provide us with a new source of interest. 

On Boxing Day the Platoon was joined from courses 
at Nethcravon by lnd /Lieut. johnston and Corp!. 
:Nichol and more recently we have welcomed Ptcs. 
Kennedy, Brown, Grant, ;\Iudie, Smit h and Telfer 
from the Royal Scots and Pte. Bremner and Gracie 
from the Scottish Riftcs and from our own Depot, 
P te. I nglis and Wallace. \\'e wish them an enjoyable 
stay in Support Company. 

\\'e said goodbye to Capt .\lit who has gone as 
second-in-command to " B" Company. Soon Wl' 

will be losing L Corp! Bell and Pte Frater who go on 
demob and we wish them the verY best of luck in 
Edinburgh and j ethart. · 

:\ULG. PL\TOOl\". 

[>/a/1 011 Commander.-Sergt. Gow. 
Smce our arrival in :\[alaya this Platoon has had 

manv ups and downs, the emphasis at first being on 
the downs as t he Platoon was disbanded within weeks 
of arrival 

\\"hilst the Platoon wa~ in su~pended an ima tion , 
Scrgt. Gow, Corpls. .\mos. Simpson and :\IcGrady 
managed to pass a jungle warfare course .a~ t he 
F .• \ H..E L.F Training Centre, Sergt. Gow gammg a 
very intimate knowledge of leeches. 

;\[eanwhile the Battalion realised the :\1.:\I.G 
Platoon was indispensable and p romptly reformed it 
This deci~ion was immediately followed by a month's 
intenst\'e traming in jungle warfare as a Riftc Platoon, 
at which the Platoon became extremely efficient 
in spite of always finding Capt. Scott's patrols sneaking 
about our area. 

~ince thts traming we have ~cttled down to the task 
of producing a trained :\lachine-gun Platoon, and also 
a demonstration section whic h will travel to Burma 
to help in an attempt to " flog" the Vickers to the 
Burmese Armv \\'e wonder what percentage we 
shall receive from the makers shou ld we succeed and 
how "e shall be punished should we fail. 

\\"c have unfortunately lost our Platoon Commander 
Lieut Rundell, who left us to take up t he appointment 
of Sec•md-in-Command " C" Company. Other losses 
to the l'htoon were the transfers of Scrgt. Simpson 
an<i Corpl. ;\[cCrady to the Demonstration Platoon 
\!though we were well a w'\re of the need of a trans
fusion from the gunners to strengthen that Platoon, 
tlw sc,luction of such X.C.O.s from our Platoon make~ 
us doubt whether all the bandits arc in the jungle. 

Our con~ratulations go to Sergt. Simpson, Corp!. 
~Impson , Corp!. Xotman and Corpl Drysdale on their 
prc<cnt promotion \\"c also welcome the return of 
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L, Corp! Sterrick whom we left for dead 111 an Insh 
Hospital 

\Ve have fimshed our month's course on Jungle 
warfare and are busy training the new draft from the 
Depot, and learning all about )f.;\LG.s from Sergt 
Gow and Corp!. Amos. 

On the sports field we ha\'e supplied the folio\\ tn!! 
players for the Battalion teams :-

Rugby: 2nd /Lieut. H.uxton, Corp!. \\'allacc 35, 
L fCorpl. Turner, l'tes. Hastic and Jackson 14. 

Football: L Corp!. Hall, Ptes. Bryce, Blackwood, 
Smith, )lcLellan and )fassie 

HEADQUARTER COlt1PANY 
Unlike Companies at the "sharp end" we at the 

sticky end have no exciting tales to tell or yarns to 
spin of the one that got away, or the track that the 
dog lost' 

Life in the main base, Selarang Barracks, goes on 
from day to day with an almost dull monotony SaYed 
only by the daily search for the individual who ha~ 
managed to cross " the causeway" for some reason , 
legitimate or otherwise, without informing Company 
H.Q. 

As can be seen from Platoon notes below, the 
Company now has a considerable n umber of specialisb 
operating with Rifle Companies, and it is interesting 
to note how within H.Q we are now beginning tc 
consider individuals as " A " Company's signallers 
" B" Company's drivers and " C " Company's " I ' 
team, etc., and we would like to take this opportunity 
of thanking the Rifle Companies for looking after them 
so well. In most cases any attempt to change a man 
brings down a stream of abuse on the Company H.Q 
from all concerned. 

For the remainder of the Companv, our main task 
lies in helping to till the internal security commitmenb 
which entails frequent practices and swopping of the 
pen for rifle or banner by employed personnel. The 
big field days to date being a practice I.S. exercise in 
Singapore and two seaborne landings by the Company 
to test the ground defences of various airfields on the 
island, both of which had their amusing moments. 
It is rumoured, for instance, that Sergt. Robson has 
developed a new technique for disembarking in shallo\' 
water after the first exercise 

The period covered by these notes has ;,een con
siderable change-over of personnel in Platoons and 
Departments. Numerous new drafts have arrived 
and our second lot of release, or "old soldiers," a" 
C.S.:\L Leggat was heard to say,left for U.K. yesterday 
despite the new pay code and rubber foam mattresse, 

Of our regular cadre, Sergt. :.\Ic)feeken's departure 
for the R.)f.A. as Provost Sergeant left a gap in our 
own C.l D. staff, which was quickly tilled bv Sergt. 
Lewis. 
Questions still requtrmg an answer 

1. \\'as the tearing up and relaying of the Battalion 
parade ground the work of the \\"elfare Officer ? 

2. Is it true that C.S.)I. Leggat has a number of 
Tigers to his credit up-country? 

IXTELLIGENCE SECTION. 
Tactical headquarters are now operating in South 

Johore in a small but comfortable house at Tampoi , 
4 miles north of J ohore Bahru. 

The headquarters were established on sth January, 
1956, and it consists of the complete Intelligence 

~ection, less four representatives who are attached to 
Company Headquarters, a nucleus of the Signal 
Platoon \IT and an administrative and defence 
sfftion 

The Section ts now fully employed operatiOnally, 
and spends most of its time collating intelligence, 
map marking, making up map and air photographic 
coverages, maintaining the war diary and performing 
a hundred and one tasks which come under the heading 
of " ops." Besides its operational duties the section 
has had time to go out on patrol and Corp!. )fcGiasson 
played rugger for the Battalion X\' and the Battalion 
" .\" seven-a-side team. Capt. Rooke has played for 
the Battalion XV and the " B" seven-a-side, and 
also the Battalion Hockey XI. L /Corpl. Oliver has 
t:<me on a P.T. course at G.ll.Q. and can now be seen 
any dav standing on his hands 

Sergt. Talbot has left the Section and is now with 
B" Company. Jle has completed 4t years with the 

<;ection and has been a very loyal and industrious 
Intelligence Sergeant His knowledge and ability 
have been an invaluable asset to the Section and he 
will be hard to replace. \\'e welcome Corp!. Gregor 
to the Section and feel sure that he will fill Sergt. 
Talbot's place more than adequately. \\'e congratu
J .. te Corp!. )IcGiasson on his promotion 

The " sitrep " one night caused a stir when its 
Jifth paragraph read" Tac II.Q. patrol not yet returned 
to Op camp X.T.R" In fact this patrol, commanded 
b\' the 1.0. and consisting of personnel from the 
Section, Signal Platoon, )LT., and Administrative 
Section had disappeared at 04.00 to search a swampy 
area for a C.T. camp. The uninitiated gaily thought 
that they would be able to cross 2,500 yards of dense 
swampy· country in three hours and would be back 
for tea. In spite of advice from the more experienced, 
they persevered and, after 7A hours in the swamp 
during which time a 12 foot wide river had to be crossed 
and the wireless set proved that it was not waterproof 
- they emerged from the unknown into civilisation. 
They returned to Tac H.Q. wiser and wearier than 
the\; had been for some time at 22.15. Tac H.Q. have 
not" found time so far to repeat this performance 

SIGNAL PLATOON'. 
The ~ignal Platoon is, at the time of writing of these 

notes, diYided into two Groups. 
Firstly the operational group under the Assistant 

R.S.O., Lieut. )1yrtle, consisting of twenty-six signallers 
who arc all busily employed at Tac H.Q. or with one 
of the three H.ifle Companies on operations. 

Each Company is allocated five signallers, because in 
this theatre the platoon wireless sets which are normally 
operated by Rifle Company personnel are here oper
ated by signallers. 

At Tac H.Q. there are ten signallers. They are 
responsible for the control of the Battalion Command 
\\'ireless Net, the Signal Centre and the first line 
replenishment of Stores to all three Rifle Companies 

The second group of signallers are to be found at 
Selarang and ther number forty five. This would 
appear to be a very large number of men but it include~ 
a cadre of thirty recruit signallers, the remainder 
being made up of administrative personnel. 

The Battalion were permitted to have a Tac H .Q 
and three Companies on operations in South johore, 
early in January of this year. Since that date we have, 
as a Platoon found ideal opportunities for bettcrin~ 
the signal layout 'dthin the Battalion and expen-
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menting with the great variety of signal equipment 
which has been placed at our disposal. 

Lieut. l\Iyrtle who arrived from U.K. where he has 
just completed his signal course at Hythe has taken 
over from the R.S.O. at Tac H.Q., while the R S.O. 
has returned to Selarang to supervise the training of 
the present cadre. 

Sergt. McDonald is at Tac II.Q. m the capacity of 
Signal Sergeant, and at the same lime carries out 
many of the necessary administrative duties. 

Corp!. Stewart (62) is in charge of the Control Set 
operators, a task which keeps him very busy indeed. 
He is a pillar of strength at Tac H.Q. and his extensive 
knowledge of signalling is a great asset throughout the 
platoon. 

LfCorpl. )lcKinnon is in charge of signallers with 
" C" Company at Sedenack which is farthest away from 
Tac H.Q. He is no doubt quite pleased about this 
because it means that the R.S.O.'s visits are inclined 
to be less frequent. 

L/Corpl. O'Donnel has built a most excellent little 
wireless room with " D " Company at l(ulai well 
aided by Pte. Campbell (315) who has done a great 
deal of sterling work. 

L/Corpl. Scott has been \nth " B " Company at 
Linden and bas only lately been replaced by Corp!. 
Rhodes from Selarang. 

From the wireless side alone it can be said up till 
now communications have been satisfactory in that 
no message has yet been unable to be transmitted. 

Before the Battalion left Ireland mention was made 
of the usefulness of our aerial training there. Upon 
the standard of aerials erected depends to a very 
large degree the success of a wireless net. The training 
in Ireland helped greatly in our knowledge of aerials 
and here in Malaya some of the aerials erected by 
members of the Platoon are very creditable. 

The new phonetic alphabet is now in full usc, the 
word " new " is used with a certain amount of sarcasm 
because this is certainly the third alphabet since the 
end of World War II. Difficulty is expected to get 
seasoned Company Commanders and Sergeant-".\1ajors 
to start calling for example " Baker " Company, 
" Bravo " Company I R is now represented by 
Romeo, and J by Juliet, it is perhaps sad that more 
Shakespearian characters have not been used to make 
this alphabet more colourful. 

Pte. McLellan who was a Signal Platoon Sergeant 
in Korea is back with us having decided that civilian 
life wasn't all it was made out to be. 

In the sporting line the Platoon continues to provide 
nearly half of the rugby football team. Ptes. Campbell 
(Kelso), Grieve (Langholm) and Syke& (Glasgow) 
also played in the Battalion seven-a-side team which 
d id very creditably in the Singapore seven-a-side 
sports. 

Both Lieut. Myrtle and Corp!. Stewart (92) got 
" B's " at Hythe which is most satisfactory. Corp!. 
Stewart is at Selarang busy instructing the new cadre. 

Congratulations are due to the following on pro
motion, Corp!. Stewart (92), Corp!. \Vright, Corp!. 
Rhodes, L/Corpl. :McKinnon, L/Corpls. Denholm and 
Sommerville. 

At this time of year in Europe one would no doubt 
end by saying that it is hoped that a pleasant warm 
summer would materialise, here there is no doubt 
that it will, and one can but hope for at least a few 
cloudy cool days. 

~1.T. PLATOON. 
With three Rifle Companies operational and Support 

Company as a permanent training cadre in Malaya, 
the greater part of the 1-I.T. Platoon is now spread 
over a wide area, detached in small sections to the 
respective Companies. 

During the first six months in :\Ialaya and Singapore, 
there has been an almost hundred per cent turnover 
in driver~. :'.fost of the original two dozen Ballykinlar 
veterans who kept the wheels turning and did a most 
excellent job of work under the command of Capt. 
Foulis, have now left us for civilian life. Their depar
ture was much regretted and should the latest pay 
rise encourage them to return, there will always be a 
place in the :-.r T. Platoon for them. 

Of a draft forty strong, posted to the )LT. in 
Xovembcr, thirty have now been trained and are now 
dri,•ing Battalion vehicles. In addition, as each new 
draft arri,·es those who already hold driving licences 
are gi\'en a dri\'ing test and if considered suitable, 
posted to the Platoon. Altogether we are now just 
about one hundred strong. 

In February we received five brand new " Ferrets " 
scout cars and as always when a new vehicle arrives 
" \\'ullie Brown " had first crack and told us the form 
about the Browning machine guns with which these 
vehicles arc armed. 

In clo,;ing we would like to wish the best of luck 
to all tho~e who have left us for civilian life and to 
welcome all who have recently joined us. Congratu
lations also go to Corp!. Clark and L fCorpls. Kerr, 
Carson, )lunro, Clelland , Saddington and Xaylor 
on their promotion. 

1l1ILIT ARY BAND 
)fany and varied are the parades and engagements 

we ha,·e undertaken since being in Singapore. Our 
performances have included the gamut of Military 
Band music from the Cenotaph Ceremony on Remem
brance Sunday to an I ndian wedding at the Adelphi 
Hotel. The number of Regimental Marches we have 
been called on to play for passing out parades, inspec
tions, etc., are quite staggering. To mention a few, 
nth Hussars, East Yorkshire Regiment, R.C. Signals, 
R.A.S.C., R.A.O.C., R.E.M.E., R.l\I.P. and 6th Gurkha 
Rifle::.. 

All parades have taken place at 09.00 and the loca
tions have usually been at least an hours journey from 
Selaranl(. This has necessitated reveille for the band 
at the unearthly hour of 05.00. The dance band on 
some occasions had not arrived in barracks until 
02.30 the same morning but they have always managed 
to make it. 

The dance band has proved very popular every
where on the island and it has taken careful planning 
to meet the numerous requests for their services. 

On ~cw Year's Eve the demand was overwhelming, 
at least six \V.O.'s and Sergeants' Messes required a 
band, but of course they had to be refused as the 
band was required for our own Hogmanay Ball. 

The highlight of 1955 was the Scottish St. Andrew's 
Society Ball at )lalacca. After the dance had finished 
at 03.30 and we were looking forward to a few hours 
sleep, we found that our beds had been annexed by the 
Fijian rugby team. Although we protested, they 
flatly refused to move, and we, not wishing to provoke 
an international incident or be devoured, retired 
defeated to less well appointed accommodation 



-
TirE BORDERS' C liRONICLE 331 

Tlie fact that we arrived bac:;k at Sclaratm tp ~~h~dulc The Drum-i>Iajor was attached to the 1st Battalion 
waS-llot due to a miracle (such as was thought by some) the Q11een's RPgiment for q days to take part in 
but that the train was twenty minutes late at Tampin patrolling. 

h'vcnt.s have ~iackcned oli during- Janw.tt'y= an<.! The " Retreat," 3oth Xovcmbcr, was a great success 
February which ha< given u' more time for sport, in spite of the fact that everyone was soaked to the 
in particular lwckey.-Out only gwwlll i,--i.hc barrack >ridn by a tremendous doudburst.- Twice the Pipe 
square and we have had many hard duels again~l Bancl h:1vP broadcnst for 15 minutes on Rarlio ::\f<~bya. 
teams from the remainder of H.Q. Company selected \ party of sbr pipers visited Changi Prison and all 
by CijScrgt. Funston. reported to have returned back to the barracks safch·. 

On january I 5U1 "" "~:nl to th.. 1.11rrlen Estate The Pipe Band abo took part in the end of the Amnesty 
occupied hy "R ·· Company: ·'fhe··object -<.Jf '<.fUr • .('Pleb•:ation~ in Jnhore H<1hru where it had to compete 
visit::was to play at a cock~;til_ partv.J!iv~n PL Cap_t.__ with an open air cinema 50 yards to the left and a 
Hill:=:: \\'e arrived there amidst great .;;xcitement. CHinese hon dance and cla~hirtg of symbols· on the 
A ~ndit had surrendered and was prepared to lead right! 
the ~,·av to his former com r~de~. The situation a~ The htghlight of the quarter has been the visit to 
see•;:::hy the h;~nd · \O('kt;Jils and irlle <"h<JttPr--il1 the Bang-kok which has been recorded as a separate article. 
Officers· ~less tent-a Platoon preparing to go out \Ye congratulate Pipe-)Iajor Bradford on the birth 
and kill bandits-the band playing " South Pacific.'' of a second daughter. 

We have said goodbye to Bandsman P. \\'ard one 
of our stalwart cornet players for three years. \Ye 
wish him every success in civil life. 

PIPES AND DRUMS 
The engagements of the Pipes and Drums have 

been many and various. The Highland Dancing 
team visited ::\falacca to perform at the ::\Ialacea St. 
Andrew's Society and brought back a variety of stories 
of their experiences that night, including the discovery 
of the burly Fijian rugby team asleep in the KO.S.B. 
beds on return back at os.oo hrs. 

The Pipe Band spent 10 days jungle bashing with 
" B " Company before Christmas. They enjoyed this 
very much and consider it the best ro days for years. 
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Q.M.'s DEPARTMENT 
At the time of writing these notes the conversant 

topic is " ::\Ierdeka." 
\Ve welcome to the fold Ptes. Calder, Spratt, Grant 

and Dryden, the former is gradually mastering the 
A.F.G.-1098, whilst the latter three continue with the 
hammer and chisel, and we hope they will enjoy their 
stay. We lost Sergt. Stoddart to " Alfa" Company, 
but he has unfortunately since been admitted to 
hospital, so we all wish him a speedy recovery. Gratu
ities, bounties and increases in pay were not sufficient 
for Ptes. Anderson, ::\larshall and Whitelaw, who have 
just left us for the U.K., having completed their tour 
of duty, we wish them the best of good fortune in 
" civvy street." 

Classification for the Company has now commenced, 
so we hope to see better results th is year as the climate 
is a little warmer and no Ballykinlar winds to contend 
with. 

Since arriving in ::\Ialaya the Battalion has been 
issued with several types of weapons, unknown to 
most of us, but, with the amount of ammunition used, 
everybody must be proficient with the Carbine 1\:I.I. 
and Owen. The next headache is the F.N. rifle and 
the Browning gun and when Ord. issue ammunition, 
the 4.2 ~fortar. Before " Delta" Company start 
firing the N.F. rifle the Medical Officer will have to 
contact some astrologer and star gazer to be present 
so that the correct recordings are made in the history 
sheets provided for each rifle-" not to worry unduly." 

The staff haven't seen much of the U.L.U. having 
to continue with the paper work at main H.Q., but the 
Quartermaster himself (with so many bases to contend 
with) sees plenty and at times he doesn't know if he 
is in the N.A.A.F.I. or the Navy. Never mind, we 
have 366 days this year ! 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
Since our last notes one or two friends have left 

us either for civilian life or home posting. The most 
notable character being Sammy MeMeeken, the 
Sheriff, who has just left for home to take up the duties 
of Provost Sergeant at the R.l\I.A. We wish him every 
success in his new appointment and no doubt through 
his efforts at Sandhurst, we shall soon see Sword of 
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A patrol from No. 6 Platoon, " B " Company, 1st K.O.S.B., about to leave t he Com pany Base at Linden Estate, South 
Johore. 

Honour Cadets arriving in the Battalion. \'isions 
of large pay increases failed to impress Sergts. :\{ann 
and Stewart who have sailed for home and " civvy 
street" and for what it holds in store for them \\'e 
";sh them the best of luck. 

New members who have joined the :\less in recent 
months are Sergts. Tweedie, Brend, Harrigan, Trotter, 
Frame and Simpson. With Tiger beer, 40 cents a. 
pint, their customary entry fee was quite reasonable. 

A number of our members have been in the throes 
of settling their fami lies into accommodation in 
Singapore or J ohore Bahru, and at the time of writing 
it appears that most of those who desired to join their 
husbands have now arrived. Only a few families 
live in \V.D. Quarters, and the others are housed far 
and wide in private accommodation. This has its 
disadvantages when trying to organise Mess social 
life as the taxi seems to be the only suitable form of 
transport. :\1any travel quite a distance to and from 
their place of work, making the day a long one, but 
we a re sure that the reward of the w;fe standing smiling 
on the doorstep makes it all worth while. Several 
discussions between members have been heard about 
the cost of living being high, but no wife has yet 
expressed a wish to go home. :\less members who are 
fortunate to be living in \V.D. Quarters are quite 
satisfied with their lot and in complete touch ";th 
everything, but those living in private accommodation 
have cosmopolitan surroundings, and in many cases 
the next K.O.S.B. family is miles away However, 
we think that time will clear up most of our present 
problems. 

One or two Mess Members' families living in Selarang 
have had the new experience of having snakes in their 
houses, these although small, provide an unpleasant 
experience for the wives. The R.S.::'IL has had a snake 

swatter made at the Pioneers' Shop, as two visits in 
a week is a bit too much, and a sweeping brush is not 
a very effective weapon when glass cabinets are around. 

Owing to the Battalion being split :\tess entertain
ment has been limited but both the St. Andrew's and 
Hogmanay Balls were voted first class shows and many 
compliments came our way from friends from other 
:'\Jesses. At officiall\Iess functions we wear our new look 
evening dress which is peculiar to tropical climes. The 
Colonel of the Regiment has granted permission for 
Sergeants to wear Staff Tartans in off duty hours, 
we look quite smart in monkey jacket, bow tie, ::\Iinia
ture medals, and silk cummerbund. 

C.S.::'IT. Ritchie has left us for the sharp end as 
C.S.:\1 of the leading bandit killing company (" A " 
Company two kills up to press) and his place as W.T.O. 
and subsidiary appointments has been taken by W.O. 
II. Hew,on, known to his close friends and Charwallah 
as "jerry." Sergt. Richardson, known to many 
as " Tam," has been promoted CfSergt., and now 
keeps " A " Company complete to scale. 

\V.O. II. Freeman joined us from the East Yorks 
as a muscle builder and has soon made himself at home 
and can be seen any time carrying out minor repairs 
in the sports store. Sergt. Pope, our new " schooly," 
is unique in that he b always dressed correctly as a 
soldier, and divides his time between battling with 
the problem of getting men through third and second 
class Certificates of Education and chasing bandits 
in johore. 

Recent additions to families include sons to CfSergt. 
White (Chalky), and to C 'Sergt. ::\Iatthew,; Stanley). 
These C Sergeants are certainly tradesmen 

George Grant and Tom Funston are running the 
Battalion football team which up to now has gained 
many successes out here and big things are expected 
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of them dunng the current 5eason George, 1n v1cw of 
the latest pay rise has cancelled his order for an .\ustin 
A 40 in favour of one of the new Jaguars. :So, he 
is not married yet, and the Income Tax authorities 
arc working overtime dealing with hb accounb. 

\Vc had a letter from " Busty" ::\Iurdoch, an uld 
stalwart of the JSt Battalion, who is at present scn·in~ in 
\Vest Africa. He appears to be doing \\Cll and will 
by now be in posseSSIOn of that long elusive 1st Class 
Education Certificate. \Yell done " Busty " ! 

\\'e were sorry to hear of the death of his brother, 
Dave, who will be remembered by some of the older 
:\1ess members. 

Bobby Greig and Docherty have left us again for 
the sharp end, complete with chickens and other 
home comforts known only to Doc. Paddy Bransfield 
has signed on for another year until things settle a 
bit in Ireland. Together with Sergts. Cunmngham 
and Singleton (Corps .\tt.) he is looking forward to 
celebrating St. Patrick's Day. Bomber \\'ells also 
decided to prolong the return to " civvy street " 
awhile so our older faces remain much the same as 
they were in Ballykinlar 

Hockey on the Barrack Square seems a popular game, 
and mary members have been seen performing thereon. 
One veteran side played on during a tropical rain
storm with a fine " the show must go on " spirit, 
but it was noticeable for the next two or three days 
that one or two, including the R.S.::\I., found a fe" 
muscles which were previously undiscovered and their 
gait was not so sprightly as usual. The Bandmaster 
threw out challenges on behalf of the ::\Iilitary Band 
team and met with great success, so we are now used 
to the " Victor's Flourish and the Happy \Vanderer " 
being sounded at th<' <'nd of the game by his musical 
supporters. 

Members make real efforts to arrive early at the :\less 
for morning break before " Curly Carre" attacks the 
cheese ration. I think one of the visiting Ind1an 
quacks must have informed him that cheese makes 
the hair sprout. C 'SergL Doyle still holds the reins 
in the Orderly Room "ith stationery demands bcmg 
met with the usual chcerv answer ·· \\"e haven't got 
any." What secret docs his cupboard hold ! 

So from this pleasant tropical Isle of Palms and 
Bamboo we wish our opposite numbers in the U.l\. 
the best of good fortune and "get your knees brown." 

RUGBY 
Although the Battalion has been very busy since 

our arrival in ::\[alaya and there has been little time 
or opportunity for continuous rugger training, there 
have been five games, the result of which are shown 
below. 

KO.S.B. v. R.A.F., Cbangi 1 1- <> win 
K.O.S.B. v. R.A.F., Selctar u- h win 
K.O.S.B. v. Nee Soon 8- 3 win 
K.O.S.B. v. Singapore Dist. Sig. Regt. 6-10 lose 
K.O.S.B. v. R.A.F., Scletar 8- o win 
The game played against the Singapore Di~trict 

Signal Regiment was in the first round of the 
F.A.R.E.L.F. Army Cup. It was most unfortunate 
that we were defeated so early on but there was no 
one to blame but the team themselves. Forwards 
failed to heel, lineout work was poor and backs fumbled 
the ball badly. 

The games preceding the Army Cup game had been 
satisfactory in that we left the field on all occasions 
as the winners, but one felt that something was missing. 

The relations at half back were unsteady, wh1ch m 
a country where the fast open game is the order of the 
day, is bound to lead to lack of cohesion hetween 
fonvards and three q uarters. 

The forwards arc strong and heavier than most of 
the opposition we mel, and they played very well 
One would have liked to have seen eight forwards up 
on the ball at all times instead of only four as was often 
the case C"orpl. ::\lcGieasson (Larigholm), and Pte 
Campbell (Kelso), and Cfn \Yorswick played con
~btently well throughout the season. 

The three quarters through no fault of their own, 
that of not playing enough with each other, did not 
show the potential scoring power which was certainly 
there. Corp!. Guy (Haddington), and L/Corpl. Todd 
()Ielrosc). playing at centre and fly half, respectively, 
caught the eye among the three quarters 
Si>lgapore: Cricket Club Set•en-a-sidt• Sports 

The Battalion was invited to enter two sevens for 
these sports, which it did. The " B " YII. we de
feated bv Xec Soon in the first round after a very 
~ood game. · 

The "A" VII. fared very much better and reached 
the semi-final, having defeated G.ll.Q., Singapore 
Cricket Club" 13" and South Johorc in the first, 
second and third rounds. The Fijians defeated this 
side in the semi-final, 15-0. 

2nd,Licut. Ruxton and Pte. Hastic (~Iclrosc), \\Cre 
newcomer, to the Battalion who played especialh 
well in these games. · 

FOOTBALL 
The Battalion side has now undergone a complete 

changeover of p layers since Ballykinlar days. \\'c 
have, however, the makings of a very good side pro
vided the defence learns to " cover up " and the 
forwards can get going. 

.\t the time of writing we have not been beaten 
by a Services side and have scored goals at will. 

The official football season opened at the beginning 
of ~larch and we are now playing in the semi-final 
of the F.A R.E.L.F. Army Cup, having beaten 19 Air 
Formation Signals Regiment comfortably by 6 goals 
to 2, 221 \'chicle Battalion, 6-r, ancl Singapore Engin
eers Regiment (the holders) 3-0. 

\\'e played a Select XI from the Singapore Amateur 
Football Association at the ]alan Besar Stadium on 
l8th February. The team was not completely fit and 
Blackwood, the centre fonvard, was unable to play 
owing to an ankle injury. The Singapore side had 
very much the better of the game, winning 6-1, but 
the Battalion side showed that it could play good 
football if it wanted to. Our defeat was mainly 
attributable to complacency, particularly as we had 
not met any services side approaching the standard 
of this select XI. The first half was, on the whole, 
even, and at half time the score was 2-r. Corp!. 
\Vallacc, in goal, made some very good saves, but their 
goalkeeper too had many anxious moments. 

In the second half the superior skill and fitness of 
the select XI. took its toll, and the last ro minutes were 
too much for the Battalion side, three goals were 
scored in this time. It is hoped to have a return 
match later in the season. 

L Corp!. :\Ioffat and L, Corp!. Ainslie have now left 
us and the team at present is Corp!. Wallace, L/Corpl. 
Hall, Xisbet, Bryce, Blackwood, Bennet, Massie, 
Corp!. ~1artin, Cameron, McCourt, and McLellan. 
Of this team the first seven have been selected to 
play for the Singapore Combined Services. 
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LATE COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT'S 
DAUGHTER \1ARR1ED 

Major R. C. G. Morris-Eyton and his Bride, the former Miss Jean Miles, leaving Tilstock Church after their wedding. 

:.\liss Jean Jocelyn :\[iles, only daughter of '\[ajor
General E. G. :\files, C.B., D.S.O., :\LC., and Lady 
:'.Iarcia :\Iiles, Tilst.ock Lodge, Whitchurch, and :\Iajor 
Robert Charles Gilfrid :\Iorris-Eyton, elder son of the 
late Capt. R. E. :'.Iorris-Eyton, and :\Irs. :\Iorris-Eyton, 
Calvington i\lanor, Xewport, were married at Christ 
Church, Tilstock. 

The Bishop of LicWield (Dr. A. S. Reeve) officiated, 
assisted by the Rev. E. E Beck . \'icar of Tilstock) 
and the Rev. J. B. )[orson, :\I.C., T.D. Yicar of Sam
brook). i\Irs. Spencer was organist, and the hymns 
were "Lead us, Heavenly Father, Lead us," " God be 
in my head, and in my understanding," and " Love 
Divine all loves excelling." 

The best man was Capt. John Reginald ::\Iorris
Eyton (bridegroom's brother), and a guard of honour 
was provided at the church by eight. Warrant-officers 
and Sergeants of the bridegroom's Regiment, the 
Shropshire Yeomanry. 

The reception was held at the \\"itch Ball Hotel, 
Prees Heath, and for travelling to Switzerland for the 
honeymoon, the bride wore a blue tweed coat and sk irt, 
black shoes and handbag, and a beaver lamb coat, the 
gift of the bridegroom. 

PERSONAL COLUMN 
Our congratulations to Lieut.-Colonel Xeil :\[acLcod 

who was married on Thursday, 22nd :\[arch, to Miss 
::\Iargaret Hands. The wedding was a quiet one at 
\\'anstead Parish Church, followed by a luncheon 
party at Brown's Hotel. 

All his friends wish them both a ,·err happy married 
life 

l.ieut.-Colonel l<rancis Johnston sends news of an 
old Borderer, Reverend Edward Giles, Vicar of Sand
ridge, Hertfordshire. He served in the 1st Battalion 
in the 1914·18 war and was awarded the ::\Iilitary 
Cross at Cambrai, Brigadier C. A. G. 0. :\Iurray was 
then the Commanding Officer. 

lie is leaving the country on :\lay 11th to take up 
the appointment of \'icar of St. Albans, )[uritai, 
\\'ellington Harbour, Xew Zealand. 

\ most interesting letter has been received from 
::\[r John Poole, Glen Cottage, Newton-Ferrars, 
Plymouth He joined the Regiment fifty years ago at. 
Colchester, the Commanding Officer was Colonel 
Squash :\Iacfarlane, Capt. Keddy Kennedy was Adjut
ant, )1urray was Q.M., and Simpson was R.S.::\I 
He would be very interested to hear from any reader 
who remembers those days. 
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

~Iajor-General J. Scott Elliot, C. B .. C.B E., D.S 0 . 
now at 

Kirkconnel Lea, Glencaple, Dumfries. 

~Iajor-General E. G. llfiles, C.B., D.S.O., :\I.C., now at 
The Rope \\'alk, Lyth Hill, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 

Colonel A. :\I. Jameson, now at 
Ardmor, Gatehouse, Castle-Douglas, Scotland. 

Lieut.-Colonel E. E. Broadway, l\I.B.E., now at 
cfo The Standard Bank of South Africa, · Com
missioner Street, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Lieut.-Colonel K. 1\IacLeod, O.B.E., now at 
40 Nightingale Road, Hampton, 1\Iiddlesex. 

Li~ut.-Colonel J. D. Henson, ~I.B.E., :\I.C., now at 
cfo British :'v1ilitary .\ttache, British Embassy, 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

Major Sir Gilbert Eliott, of Stobbs, now at 
45 Eaton Square, London, S.\V.1. 

1\Iajor K. Johnston-Stewart, now at 
Viewforth, Juniper Green, }lidlothian. 

~Iajor P. E. C. V. Doyne-Ditmas, now at 
411 G. L. Section, R.A.F., Wahn, B.A.O.R. 

:\Iajor H. Campbell, now at 
52 Elizabeth Street, London, S.\\' .1. 

Capt. E. K. Dipple, now at 
4 Rutland Court, London, S.\Y.7. 

Capt. J. C. G. Raeder, now at 
:\Iilitary Intelligence Officer, H.Q. 99 Gurkha 
Infantry Brigade, c /o G.P.O., Johore Bahru, :\Ialaya. 

Capt. l\f. J. M. Lyal, now at 
5 Hartington Place, Edinburgh, 10. 

D. 1\f. Forrester, Esq., now at 
41 Kinnerton Street, \Vilton Place, Knightsbridge, 
London, S.W. 

A. W. H ay, Esq., now at 
cfo 1\Iessrs. Reid and Taylor, Langholm, Dumfries
shire, Scotland. 

Past and present Bandmasters at the Balmoral Show, 
Belfast. Bandmaster L. E. Stockham with ex-Bandmaster 
T. K. Jarvis, C.S.M. Packer and another Bandsman. 

EDNAM HOUSE 
HOTEL 

KELSO 

* 
ENTERTAIN YOUR FRIENDS 

AT THIS FIRST CLASS 

HOTEL 

* 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE

-EXCELLENT FOOD 

Te) . Kelso 68 

SCOTT ADIE Ltd. 
The Royal Scotch Warehouse 

29 Cork Street 
and 27 Old ,Burlington Street, London, W.l 

Est. 1854 

By Appointment Monu(aCfurers of Scottish Tortans 
to Her lote Majesty Queen Moty 

SPECIALISTS IN SCOTTISH UNIFORMS 
Kilt and Trews Makers for nearly a century 

Accessories or all Scottish Regiments 
GOOD STOCKS 

Tartans, Homespuns and 
Tweeds by the Yard 

Most Clan and Family Crests in Stock 
Plated. Price, 10/6 (postage included) 

Greatcoats, Trench Coats - British Warms 

Tel. : S C: 0 T T A D I E , Pi c c y, London 
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4th (BORDER) BATTALION 

EDITORIAL 

I N our last notes we expressed the hope that the 
future of the Territorial Army would have been 
clarified before the next edition of the Chronicle. 

This did not come to pass as we have only just heard 
what our future is to be. The Battalion is reverting 
to its old role of Infantry and giving up its vehicles 
in favour of its feet. This change is perhaps not so 
popular amongst our older members. On the other 
hand, however, the new blood from the 1st Battalion 
are more at home as Infantry and are spared the task 
of learning a new technique 

The new rates of pay for the Regular .\rmy has not 
yet filtered down to the T.A., but we hope it will be 
a worth while increase. The " Bounty" increase is 
so tied up by conditions that very few of our Xational 
Service \'olunteers qualify for the full amount, and, as 
a result, a few have misguidedly decided not to stay on , 
however, the number who have decided to continue 
is encouraging and we hope to obtain a higher percent
age of volunteers than mo~t other units. 

After making preparations for camp as a \Iotor 
Battalion, our Quartermaster is now working frantically 
to re-submit all our indents to obtain the equipment 
required for our new Infantry role. 

Camp this year is to be at Barry m Angus It is 
so many years since this Battalion camped there that 
not many will remember it. The Commanding Officer, 
however, assures us that he enjoyed Barry despite 
the fact that it was hi:; first camp as a newly joined 
subaltern Dundee, Arbroath and Carnoustic arc all 
within easy reach and have much better amenities 
for evening recreation than Pembroke. 

Training is in full swing again, and week-ends will 
be starting shortly \\'e hope to arrange for all Com
panies to spend at least one week-end at the Depot 
Ill ~lay or June, where training is made easy by the 
excellent co-operation of the Depot Staff. Cadres 
being run at the moment arc well attended and include 
XC.O.'s, l\I.T. and 3 inch )Iortar. 

·Many more Canteens have been opened at Drill 
Balls and most of them run social evenings for wives 
and girl friends. The new Drill Halls at Kelso and 
Chirnside are now open and are beautifully decorated. 
Hawick Drill Hall is being re-decorated, and the 
Canteen is already in use and much admired by all. 

){any Officers attended the Sergeanb' )[ess annual 
ball at the beginning of the year. It was an extremely 
well organized function and :\credit to R.S.)T \Yalkcr 
and his ball committee. 

Recently a Regimental guest night was held at the 
Ednam House Hotel, Kelso. \\'e were delighted that 
so many both past and present officer" of the Regiment 
were able to come. 

A l\Iess tent was run at both the Lauderdale and 
Buccleuch Hunt Point-to-Points. The Lauderdale 
was a new venture and will undoubted!\· become 
mcreasingly popular as time passes. 

As usual, we hope to beat " Retreat " this summer 
on the Castle Esplanade in conjunction with 5th 
K.O.S.B. T.A., and also hold our joint Officers' cocktail 

part\· \\c arc abo hopeful that our Pipe~ and Drumti 
will be un parade when H )T The Qm•en visits Berwick 
.tt the begmning of Juh 

"A" COMPANY 
One ot the recent highl!gh~ has been the suc~:ess 

of the Company in the Kennedy Shield when our 
· \ " team, for the first time in many years, gained 

second placl' The team was, in fact, only four poin~ 
behind " ( Company, the winners Corp!. Smith 
distine;ui,hecl himself by achieving the highest score 
of 5~ . 

\\'e arc well pleased with our new Drill 1 [all at 
Earlston, which is to be opened shortly. Following 
the fire last ~-ear, the hall at Kelso has been completely 
renovated and looks far better than ever before. 
Canteens have been opened at both Lauder and Kelso 
and are proving popular as well as contributing 
financially to the somewhat depleted Company funds. 

Recently the Adjutant visited both Lauder and 
Kebo to explain the effects of the new T.A. re
organization An encouraging number of N.S. volun
teers elected to continue on their current engagements, 
and we are hopeful that eventually our \'Olunteer 
ligures will progressively increase. 

Sergt Sharp and Pte. Patterson are attending an 
\1.T Cadre at Galashiels and are both making excellent 
progre~s \\'e congratulate Corp!. Young on his pro
motion to Sergeant 

Finallv, we would hke to welcome \\'.0. 11. Henderson 
who hai recently arrived to relieve V\'.0. II . Riddle 
as l'.S. I in the Kdso and Jedburgh area in August. 
\\ L only wish we could offer \\'.0. I I. Henderson a 
more sp:1cious house ! 

"B" COMPANY 
\\'ith the arrival of the atomic age, it would appear 

that the Hawick detachment may lose some of its 
members On the other hand, with the inducement 
of the ne" tlourishing canteen, we hope that many will 
rontinue to stay with us. 

\ dart board has now been installed within the 
canteen and competitions are being arranged with 
various local clubs and bars. \Ye are also pleased 
to report that the TV set has settled down and is 
producing a proper picture. 

\\'ith th1s year's annual camp at Barry, we are 
confident that the clegs will prove less active than at 
Pembroke Xow that our future has been more or 
less clarified, we are getting down to some serious 
training in preparation for camp. 

\\'e hope to repeat last year's successful trip to the 
Edinburgh Tattoo, when the Company invaded 
Edinburgh in considerable force. 

\Ye congratulate Sergt. \Villison on his recent 
marrial(e and wish him everv success and fortune 

• 
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" C" COMPANY 
Once again the Company has succeeded m mamtain 

ang its fine record by winning the Kennedy Shield 
:\[embers of the Company team were: -:\Iajor T. H 
Fairgrieve, Lieut. J. J Ballantyne. \\'.0. II. Lyall, 
\\" 0 II. Jack, Sertgs J Lee and \\' Greig, Craftsman 
Cun;e and L Corp!. Carrick Lleut Ballantyne 
further distinguished himself by winning the highest 
individual prize by shooting a possible 

Training has been on the increase since the beginning 
of the year and Unit cadres have been held m Signals, 
3 inch :.\-lortars and :.\-f.T. C/Sergt. Cockburn has 
attended a 17 pounder anti-tank course, which he 
successfully passed 

R ecently Pte. "oble was selected to play for the 
Battalion agamst the Lanarkshire Yeomann· at 
football. 

T.A. re-orgamsatlon has temporanly reduced our 
Company strength but we are hopeful that we shall 
gradually build up again. Fortunately we possess 
a solid core ofT A volunteers who, together with the 
XS volunteers, are numerical!\· sufficient to enable 
the Company to function -

Corp!. \Veatherstone is now a married man, and we 
hear that Licut Ballantyne is slipping down to London 
to get married at the beginning of J unc. We abo 
understand that our Company Commander, Capt E R 
~ludic,, :\I.C., and Pte G :\[acDougall arc all proud 
father.;. 

"D" CO llfP AN Y 
Our Company has nm1 started full traming in pre 

paration for annual camp wihch is to take place during 
t he first half of July. Successful cadres at present in 
full swing include weapon training, driving instruction 
and 3 inch mortars. Judging by their present attend
ance, drawn from all our detachment areas, thev arc. 

During the winter months, a considerable ~mount 
of .22 shooting was held as well as games' nights and 
recreational evenings. Duns Detachment staged their 
annual dinner and " smoker" in the Black Bull Hotel, 
on 9th :O.larch, 1956, and it was voted as one of the best 
we have ever had. 

Capt. :Michalowski, Capt. ~lilligan, Capt. Stewart and 
the R.S.~I. were all present and stayed to the bitter 
end. Representatives from each Company in the 
Battalion also attended. and we hear that dawn wa~ 
breaking over Hawick by the time Sergt. Sutherland 
and fellow passengers arrived home. The Chairman 
for the night was C Scrgt. Purves, and the principal 
toasts and replies were given by the following · The 
Royal Toast by the Chairman ; Our Guests by C.S.~L 
~lcKenna, replied to by :O.lr. J. :O.lcFarlanc ; Town and 
Trade by Capt. ;\fichalowski, replied to by the Provost 
of Duns, Provost ;\lcCallum; The Hegiment by C.S.~f. 
\ '{cTeer; H ost and llostess by Sergt. Strand, replied 
to by :O.Ir. and )1rs. D Henderson. During the course 
of the evening, many talented artistes took the floor 
and here special mention must be made of Capt. 
Stewart and C.S.~l. ;\[cTecr. We would also like to 
thank in particular Pte :\lorris who played his accordian 
with unflagging zeal and Carpi Bennett who strummed 
continuously, and most efiectively, on his piano. 

On the same night, Chirnside Detachment were 
engaged in holding a most successful pre-wedrling 
social for Pte. Borthwick. 

We arc naturally delighted with our ne\1 hall at 
Chirnside which really resembles a palace. \\'ithout 
doubt a suitable house warmer must take place to 
inaugurate it. Our Association is certainly to be 
congratulated on achieving some fine interior dc'cor. 

.-\s a result of the recent T.-\ re-organ ization, \\C 

shall shortly ht• saying good-bye to some of our X.S. 
men, who have no11 completed their active obligation 
There has been a heartening response from our :X-~ 
volunteers and we feel confident that the CompanY 
will go from strength to strength. · 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
Jock Lyall's Christmas party for the chi ldren was 

the late warning that 1956 was at hand The Christmas 
party which jock sponsors and manages each year was 
as usual a huge success. lie spends hours, davs even, 
of his spare time pnor to the event, ensuring· that on 
the " big da} " every child that leaves the Drill Hall 
is a happy one. jock is due a word of thanks for his 
selflessness and hard work . 

The Xc11 Year was still in mm,t mmds when the 
~[ess social event of the year took place, the Annual 
Ball. The R.S.:O.L and h is P.S.I.'s led by Bert Price, 
did the " donkey work," whilst many of the Galash iels 
Detachment W.O.s and Sergeants gave much of their 
evening time to the preparations. \\'e must thank 
Ladv jardme and our two office girls for putting the 
final touch to the hall decorations Expressions of 
approval and praise from all were the results \\'ith 
so much zeal, patience and time expended the ball 
could only be a huge success. " The best ever" was 
an oft repeated remark. Among the notable guests 
were Brigadier D. II. Tadman, D.S.O., O.B.E., and 
:\frs. Tadman A recently held half-price social in 
the ha ll at Galashicls has closed the calendar for social 
events this quarter. Th is too, was a grand success. 
\\'e look fon1·ard to more evenings like this one, and 
\l·e'll e,·en ensure that Jimmy Purves doesn't have to 
walk home. 

Speculation is nfc at the moment concerning the 
new T. \.set-up, and it can be seen from recent investi
gation that our membership will be somewhat smaller 
than at present, although the biggest percentage of 
personnel who opted to remain "-S. volunteers \ICrc 
Sergts. :O.Iess ~!embers. Our return to Infantry 
status, too, is quite a talking point, and more than on'e 
senior "-C.O. has been heard to enquire about a 17 
pounder \ 'T pamphlet. However, it should not be 
too difficu lt to learn all about the P.BI again. 

\\'c take this opportunity of welcoming C.S.~I 
Henderson to the permanent staff. He JOins us from 
the ~Ialayan Hegiment, and we hope his sta\· is an 
enjoyable one Hecently promoted Scrgt. ·Young 
(54). Kelso, is congratulated and welcome also 

PIPES AND DR UllfS 
Despite the new conditions of service for the T.A., 

w·e arc very pleased to say that our Pipes and Drums 
remain practicallv intact. \\'ith but one or two 
exceptions, every :c\ational Sen.·ice \'oluntcer has 
elected to continue on his current engag-ement, and we 
are hopeful that the overall strength of the band will 
be incrt•asell in the ncar future We feel that this 
happy state of affairs is a reflection of the high •·sprit 
de corp., which exists within the Band and to the 
unflaggu1g enthusiasm of Drum :'lfnjor !.vall nnd Pipe 
:\lajor Hiddell · 
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With the approach of ~pring, the Pipes and Drums 
are now vigorously practising for varied engagements 
which lie ahead. On 28th April, the Band will be 
playing in Galashiel~ before the annual general meeting, 
and in June, they move to Inverness to play at the 
Royal Highland Show. Two "Retreats" have also 
been planned to take place on the Castle Esplanade, 
and towards the end of the summer there will be a 
return visit to the Cowal Highland Gathering. 

At a Regimental guest night in January, Pipe 
Sergt. Conn, Corpls. Emond and Heatlie were com
plimented on their particularly skilful playing. 
L/Corpl. :\1iller and Pte. Henderson played at the 
Children's Party before Christmas and Corpb. I Ieatlil', 
Emond and jefferson set the pace for the !{eels at 
the Sergeants' ;\[ess Ball. 

Arnhem re-visited-1955 Pilgrimage 

HAVING been so impressed with the 10th Annivers
ary last year, and meeting so many ex-member~ 
of the 7th Battalion, I decided to pay a return 

visit in 1955. So I ~et out on the 15th September 
wondering just how long it would be before I met any 
of the old acquaintances \\'ell, as I expected, I was 
soon talking about old times, for on arriving at Lh·er
pool Street Station, I met G. \\'. Roberts of Saw bridge
worth, llerts, one of the ex-members of the 7th Batt
alion, who 1 had met the previous year. \\'e then 
looked around to sec if we could spot any more of the 
" old faces," but to our utter disappointment we 
seemed to be on our own. 

I would like to say, here and now, that from the time 
w·e left London until the time we returned, the organis 
ation was perfect, thanks to the Airborne Committees 
of both England and H olland. \\'e had reserved 
seats in the train and the coaches, which were of the 
restaurant car type, were decorated with bunting. 
\\'e had dinner served on the train which turned out 
to be an excellent meal. On arriving at Harwich we 
were soon through the passport check and on to the 
boat w·hich was appropriately named 5.5 .. lrnhcm, 
and after being checked on board we were all set for 
what proved to be a smooth crossing. The lady who 
had brought " kwells " just in case, looked very pleased 
with herself as she proudly exhibited the packet still 
intact, on arrival at the " Hook~' 

\\'e then boarded the "Airborne Special " set for 
Oosterbeek and Arnhem, where we were greeted by 
our Dutch hosts at approximately 10 a.m. and right 
away were conducted to their respective home,; to 
settle in before commencing what proved to be a full 
and most memorable four days. They began at the 
Dutch Reformed Church in Oosterbeek on Friday 
afternoon with a ,hort religious service followed by 
the official welcome to all pilgrims, which was acknow
ledged by this year's Pilgrimage Leader, Brigadier 
Hackett. At the tea-party which followed we were 
able to renew old acquaintances, before moving on 
to pay a tlying visit to the Airborne 1\Iuseum which 
brought back many memories. After this we returned 
to the Airborne ::llemorial at Oosterbeek, for the \neath 
laying ceremony, which was most impressive. 

Saturday the 17th was the big day, with the main 
ceremony being held in the most beautiful _-\irborne 
Cemetery at Oosterbeek, and as the proceedings were 
to be televised, we sincerely hoped that the weather 
would be kind, but in spite of a glorious morning, before 
the sen·ice was very old, everyone was pretty well 
soaked Xevertheless everything continued as planned 

and though the hymns and prayers impressed one 
greatly, the most touching moment was when the 
children of .\rnhem and Oosterbeck took up their 
position~ along the rows of graves, one child to each 
grave and on receiving the word of command, knelt 
and placed their flowers at the foot of the graves. A 
marvellous tribute to our dear ones who arc resting 
there. 

In the evemng, the pilgrims took part in the Silent 
Procession which assembled at the ::IIarket Place, and 

on forming up with many detachments from the local 
organisations, proceeded along the road down by the 
famous bridge and so to the new built up memorial. 
Eight soldiers of the Netherlands forces guarded the 
base, which was soon covered with many wonderful 
floral tributes, and made it a most colourful and un
forgettable scene. 

To end the day, the whole party with their Dutch 
hosts, were entertained to a dinner at the ::llusic 
Sancrum. and this was followed by a ballet entitled 
" filii \Yang," which was a most extraordinary pro
ductiOn and was greatly appreciated. 

Sunday, which was billed as a day of rest, was taken 
O\'er from the committee bv the Dutch hosts, \\hO 
seemed to have made a good job of their organising 
too, judging by the way everyone spoke of their grand 
experiences and of the ~pirit of gratitude and friendli
ness toward us, which exbts among the Dutch families. 

\nd so we came to the" Grand Finale" with a tour 
alon~ the " Landing Areas" in the morning and it was 
most fitting that it should turn out to be an identical 
morning to thm;e of the landing days in 1944• with 
brilliant stmshine, and we stopped along the route 
to hear many interesting experiences related by different 
individuals, and it was while Brigadier Hackett was 
relating his personal experiences that he made the 
following comment : " That but for some sterling 
work by the Officers and :lien of the 7th Battalion 
King's Own Scottish Borderers, the paratroops coming 
tn on the second day would have had a much more 
dilt\cult task." .\ most fitting tribute to the boys o f 
the 7th Battalion. 

,\fter the tour we attended a luncheon given by the 
\Iunicipality of Renkum (Oosterbeek) and then the 
afternoon was free for souvenir hunting. After 
returning with our hosts to their respective homes, 
we had a brief spell in which to pack our gifts and 
souvenirs before we proceeded to the station, where 
we had a lively send off as the " Airborne Special " 
pulled out of ..\rnhem leaving behind tears and cheers, 
tlms bringing to an end this most memorable 1955 
Pilgrimage. 

During our short stay we had the very great pleasure 
of meeting representatives of the families of four 
members of the 7th Battalion who were presumed 
killed, but unfortunately we could not supply the 
information which they sought, and yet, the fact that 
these people had met someone who had served in the 
~ame Battalion as their dear ones seemed to give them 
some consolation. 

Ea<..h member of the Pilgrimage was presented with 
a book, which gives a short factual account of the 
l3attlc, by Brigadier C. D. ::l[ackenzie, D.S.O., O.B.E. , 
and a ,ouvcnir spoon (a copy of those given to all 
".\rnhcm Families" by the Corporation to commemor
ate the 10th Anniversary of the Liberation). These 
spoons were given to the Pilgrims because they are 
con~idered to he members of the great Arnhem family. 

D.G.C. 
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5th (DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY) BATTALION 

T HIS la~t quarter has been one of great upheaval' 
not for this Battalion alone but for the T.A. as 
a whole. Order and counter order have led to 

wild speculation and disorder, but now at last we 
know where we stand. It was a great blow to lose 
two-thirds of our National Servicemen from camp 

. each year, but even so, we hope to have 300-350 at 
camp this year. Almost half our National Service 
Volunteers have decided to stay as 1>olunteers and 
it is to be hoped that they will now try and 
persuade their weaker brethren to rejoin them. 

Despite the upheaval, weekend training bas carried 
on and we have so far had four, all of which have been 
well attended. One for officers, one for stretcher 
bearers and two for Sp. Company. The doctor who 
came do" n for the medical weekend was clearly shaken 
by some of the technical questions put to him but he 
got his own back at the end with a short lecture on 
emergency mid-wifery, and he was last heard of 
admonishing all and sundry " to be sure and count all 
the bits afterwards." 

\Ye are happy to say that our Pipe Band has again 
been engaged, with the 4th Battalion, for the Royal 
Highland Show. This year it is I nverness, which has 
certainly increased the logistical problem, and we trust 
that they will show the hairy legged gentlemen how 
the pipes really should be played. 

\\'e have regretfully said good-bye to Capt. 
:\IcCorkindale, who has become too entwined in the 
toils of teaching to keep abreast of the pace of modern 
war. \Ye were very sorry to see him leave and wish 
him the very best of fortune in the future. 

H.Q . COMPANY 
After serving- for four years with the Company, 

the last of which was as O.C., Capt. :\IcCorkindale has 
found the call of his various other activities becoming 
heavier and has reluctantly relinquished the T.A. He 
handed over the Company at the end of last year to 
:Major Thomson. 

In view of the reduced numbers of personnel now 
available for all types of training, it has been decided 
that Headquarter Company and Support Company 
shall be amalgamated and form one Company. On 
t h is basis a successful training week-end was held in 
February, when some 30-40 personnel spent a week-end 
at Xunfield during which time specialist training was 
given on the 3 inch )lortar, )1.?-I.G., etc. 

The suggestion put to all ~ational Servicemen that 
they might wish to join the Company for training 
purposes has been poorly received, and none of them 
appear to have any desire to carry out any training. 
This, we think, is unfortunate, but there is little can 
be done about it at the present time. 

On the recreational side, Headquarter Company 
darts team performed well and reached the Sub-Area 
finals. For this they travelled to Lanark, where they 
were unfortunately beaten by " C" Squadron of the 
Lanarkshire Yeomanry. It is believed that this year 
we will have a very good football team, and that the 
Company will be prepared to challenge, and we hope 
beat, all comers. A dance was run in the Drill Hall 

in ::-:ovember by the Company, and as has happened in 
previous years, this provided funds to purchase toys 
which were presented to the children at a successful 
Christma~ Party. 

Our P.S.I., Sergt. Atkinson, has now taken on for 
~~ years, and we wish him well . 

"A" COMPANY 
Since the last notes were written, the decision on 

);ational Service has been announced. We shall see 
even less of the X.S.)l. officially, but we should like 
to let any of them who may read this know that a 
warm welcome awaits them at any T.A. centre. The 
disbandment of the Home Guard has also become an 
established fact in the last quarter, and it is with deep 
regret that we bade farewell to so many friends. 

The winter's social activities were many and varied this 
year-from children's parties to challenge matches and 
the universal " smoker." The cost of transport to 
convey the children to the party at Lockerbie from 
· a' the airts and partis ' nearly crippled the Company 
funds, but it was well spent . The O.C. and C.S.:\l. 
spent a very enjoyable afternoon testing and buying 
the various toys and books given to the children and 
collecting the usual apples and oranges from fruit 
warehouses in the dark alleys of Carlisle. 

\\'e were unfortunately knocked out in the semi
finals of the inter-Company darts and badminton 
competition> by Il.Q. Company- in a return match 
some weeks later, however, H.Q. Company were well 
and truly beaten- ' grannied' is, 1 think, the correct 
ex pression. 

Xew heating and a measure of 1·edecoration is taking 
shape at Langholm and, it is to be hoped that these 
measures, will ensure that a few more ')luckle 
Tooner's ' will join our ranks for next year. 

Only T.A. volunteers and N.S. volunteers will be 
attending camp at Barry this year, and this will, no 
doubt, seriously handicap training, but again, no doubt, 
an enjoyable time will be had by all off duty. 

H.:\I. The Queen is to visit this district on October 
16th, and in our next notes, we should have lots to tell 
you of the preparations, which by that time will be 
be well u nder way. 

"B" COMPANY 
The T.A. centre at Stranraer, in the last two 

months, has been an exceptionally busy place ... 
tradesmen all over the place. All the rooms and 
the hall on the ground floor have a " new look" about 
them and are very bright and cosy. The T. & A.F.A. 
have made a good job of it, and it is noticed that this 
is already paying dividends by a more constant and 
larger attendances on drill nights, let's hope it stays 
this way. 

\\"ith the ne" regulations regarding X .S.:\1. it is 
regretted that we may lose some of our 'K.S. volunteers, 
but we can only hope that by constant and persi; tent 
persuasion we may get them to change their minds 
and become volunteers once more. 

It was with deep regret we learned of the death of 
Lieut. Hew James, who had been a National Service 
\'oluntecr Officer with this Company. :\fr. James 
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Joined the Keny-a Police Force last year, and was 
killed in n car accident on 8th January this year 
\\'e extend to his parents and sisters our deepest 
sympathy The memorial service was attended b\· 
Lieut.-Colonel T. D. Stephen, )LB. E., T.D , County 
Cadet Commandant, :\fajor X. L. '\\'est, Training 
Officer and the Company Commander 

Training throughout the four Detachments has been 
progressing quietly, despite the fact that some folh 
do get into a queer position to read a map 

Congratulations to Sergts. )lcC!ymont, )lcKeand 
and Parker on their promotion and to ex-navy L Corp!. 
)lcHarg on his promotion. 

This month Stranraer Detachment have started a 
competition games night, this to take p lace on the third 
Wednesday of each month. On the first night a 
domino competition took place. This was won by 
Sergt. )lcCrcadic with Pte Halbert as runner-up By 
the end of the night, between canteen sale> and the 
competition, without exception, everybody hall spots 
in front of their eyes. · 

The training week ends at Dumfrie> ba,·e been 
fa1rly well attended from the Company, and it is hoped 
to run a Company week-end camp at \\'hithorn 111 the 
ncar future. 

Some pertment questions-which Company attached 
theu notes to " B" Company's in the last issue of the 
C hromclc and then boasted of the size of their notes 
did they try to make them look a little " bigger " or 
did they " no ken " ? 

'\Vho tried to lose the Company accounts in the 
Station H otel, Dumfries ? 

"C" COllfPANY 
Since our lm;t notes were penned very little of interest 

has occurred within t he Company. Since the start 
of the New Year there have been several \\'.E.T.C.s, 
mostly at Dumfries. .\ltendance from" C" Company 
has not been particularly good, but some of u> have 
attended a few, and we are now allocated mostlv to 
the Specialist Platoons. • 

\\'e will be well represented in the :\lortar Platoon 
as quite a few have selected to be trained in the 3 inch 
:\lortar, and on drill nights we are all busy punclung 
up on our )lortar drills under the P.S.I., Sergt. \'ernon. 
The proposed alterations to the Drill Hall at Castle 
Douglas have not yet been carried out, and it seems 
we ";11 have to wait some long time yet before we can 
start with our entertainment programme of whbt, 
dances and concerts. 

Perhaps by next winter we will be able to get going 
properly. It 1s our intention to run these entertain
ments so that the local public will be invited, and at 
the same time gain funds for the Company, not to 
mention a few possible recruits to the Regular or T.A. 
Battalions of the Regiment by letting the local lads 
mix with us and getting to know us better. 

Recru it ing into the T.A. has been quite successful 
during the past three months. \\'e have gained two 
new men as volunteers, namely Ptes. Shaw and 
:\lcLach lan They have both attended drill nif(hts 
regularly, a nd also a few \Y.E.T.C.s at Dumfries. 

Before closing these notes we would hke to make 
the following congratulations on their promotions to 
Sergt. -Corp!. Lyons ; to Corpls.-L Corp! Perc and 
:\lcDonald ; to L Corp!., Ptes. :\Ioffat and )Jorris (93) 
We would further like to congratulate Scrgt. and \Irs. 
Lvons on their family addition, a boy 'wee Joe;. 

THOSE WHO COMMAND- DEMAND .. . 

QUEEN ANNE 
Scotch Whisky 

Ask (or it ot N.A.A.F.I. 

// ILL T /10,1/SOiV t.:. CO. LTO. Brlinbur~h 1-;.,1 W I ISU£ 0 1i93 

Sergt. Dover has signed on for a further period of 
service. The big money must have attracted hi m, 
or did the wife detail him ? 

" D" COMPANY 
\\'e have had a strenuous winter especially in the 

entertainment world. The main function was t he 
revival of the .\nnual Ball which was held in February. 
,\ large company of past and present members attended 
and these included :\Iajor Grieve, Second-in-Command, 
:\Iajor West, Training Officer, and }!ajor Thomson, 
O.C II Q. Company, all accompanied by their wives. 
~ very fine e\'ening was enjoyed by all. Sergt. 
Copeland was :\l.C., and the P.S.I., C.S.:\1. Burns 
with )Irs Burns and Sergts Bell and :\lcKie with 
CJSergt. Lennox all played their part in orgamsing 
and running the evening. H.S.)l. and ) Irs. :\!addison 
and Corp! :\IcDonald of H.Q. Company were also 
present. We would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking R.S.)L and Corp!. ) JcDonald for the work 
they did in " D " Company p rior to the arrival of 
C.S )l Burns. 

.• \ large number of dances were a lso held during the 
wmter, both 111 the Kirkconnel and Sanquhar Drill 
Halls . The proceeds of these helped to enlarge the 
Company funds. The canteen, now renovated, a lso 
provided a good return and has been well attended 
under the t·aterers, Sergt. Bell and the P .S. I. 

. At the end of February members of the Company, 
Wltb the Company Commander, c.s.:-.r. Burns and their 
wive", attended a performance of "Starmakcr." 
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featuring Jack Hulbert and Cecily Courtneidge in the 
King's Theatre, Glasgow. The journey was made by 
motor coach and high tea was provided. 

In the realms of sport, " D " Company were defeated 
tn the darts competition by Battalion H.Q. in a spirited 
match at Sanquhar. (Thought : How do the Battalion 
H.Q. team find time to practice ?) Regarding badmin
ton, we have now reached the third round and are 
looking forward to meeting our next opponents. 

We would like to express our sympathy to Pte. 
Hornby in his sad bereavement. 

The Drill Hall buildings are now in process of 
receiving a. major spring-clean. A redecoration, 
perhaps the first since the Battle of Minden, is now 
taking place, including scraping, scrubbing and paint
ing. 

For the future we have our eyes on camp and summer 
training. We also hope to improve the amenities of 
the Drill Hall by installing a full-sized billiard table. 
Our piano has just undergone an operation including an 
injection of vitamin C sharp, and a beauty treatment. 
On this note we hope to entice a few of our wayward 
members on drill nights. 

PIPES AND DRUMS 
The past quarter has been one of continued training. 

\:Ve spend alternate week-ends at Battalion H.Q. 
practising new tunes and improving our old ones. 
We have just started rehearsing with the Military Band 
in preparation for our joint performance in the spring 
and summer. 

We are very J?leased that once again we are playing 
at the Royal Highland Show together with the Pipes 
and Drums of the 4th Battalion. This year the Show 
will be at Inverness which will be a new location for 
us. \Ve have also been asked to play at the Dumfries 
and \\'igtown Agricultural Shows. 

\\"e are always glad to welcome new members to the 
Band, and in this period Piper Shannon home from 
)falaya, Drummer Nicholson a nd Boy Brown have 
joined us. Pipe-:i\Ia.jor Brown is very pleased to see 
his son in the band at last. One or two of our boy
learners will be able to join this year, and we shall be 
glad when they reach the requisite age for enlistment. 

MILITARY BAND 
This last quarter ·has been a slack time for outisde 

engagements, but our ordinary training has gone on 
apace. Apart from the two nights a week, which most 
manage to attend, we have been having week-end 
training regularly every fortnight. Our drill is now 
quite passable, and we are no longer the R.S.M.s 
despair. Some of us can even play while we march, 
too. 

At Christmas we were out for three nights playing 
carols in the Dumfries area. Fortunately the weather 
was kind, and we were well received by the local 
heathens, even achieving favourable mention in the 
local paper. 

On February 27th we played at the Regal Cinema, 
Dumfries, for the Gala. opening of the film " Cockel
shell Heroes" and afterwards much enjoyed the film. 

• JARDIN ES • 
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS TO 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS TO THOSE 
SERVING IN H.M. FORCES 

SPECIALISTS IN TARTANS AND HIGHLAND DRESS 

WILLIAM JARDINE & SONS, LTD. 
12-14 FORTH STREET, EDINBURGH, 

Tdephom: Edinburgh 34887-34888. TelegraTM: "Jardinee. Edinburgh." 
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THE DEPOT 
ORDER OF BATTLE 

Officer Commandin~: \faJor C J \\'ilson-( Iarke 
Adjutant.· Capt. J \ Foulis, ::\LC 
Quartermaster.-Lieut. II ~lcDill 
R.S.M.-\\'.0. I. A. Y. Lees. ::\f.::\1. 
O.R.S.-Sergt. G. E. Smyth 
C.Q.JI.S.-C/Sergt. A. Walker. 

C1Sergt. H . A. Snowball. 
Education Sergea11t. Sergt. H.. Peacock. H \ lc.C. 
Pay Sergeant.-Sergt. H.. \\'eir, R.A.l'.C. 
Cook Sergeant. Sergt. T. Collins, A.C C 
Training Offtcer. Capt. H.. H. B. Oatts 
Training Subalterns. Lieu t. ] . D. F. Howard 

Lieut. P. Cunningham. 
C.S . .\I.- \\'.0. II \Y Amler~on. 
Trainin~ Sergeants. -Sergt. F. Smallwood. 

Sergt. A. Laidlaw, D.C.:\1 
Sergt. ] . Andrew. 
Sergt . R. Thompson. 

Since our last report, much time has been spent 
preparing and sending drafts to ::\Ialaya : these drafts 
have included a good proportion of Regular soldier,., 
and recruiting has been extremely promising. The 
new pay code has now come into force, and, although 
it is too early yet to say what effect this will have , 
our Regular recruiting figures for the first three months 
of the year are about double those of the previous four 
years. 

\\'e have also been extremely pleased to welcome 
back a considerable number of reservists who have 
" seen the light." 

The held strength of the Depot is no" back to 
normal again, with the majority of those left behind 
by the 1st Battalion found new employment or de
mobilised. 

There have been many changes in our Order of Battle 
since the last Cllromclc, and particular mention must 
be made of ~fajor Davies, to whom we said "good
bye" early in the New Year. After his 35 years in 
the Army, we wish him a long a nd pleaoant retirement. 

, lnnual Administrative Inspection. 
Our Annual Inspection was carried out on 11th 

january by the Brigade Colonel, Colonel J . I. ::\Taxwell, 
D.S.O., O.B.E. It was a cold, wet day, but the In
specting Officer seemed well pleased with all he sa". 

Passing Out Parades 
Two intakes have passed-out, so far, th1s year, one 

on zoth J anuary, the other on the 16th :\larch The 
bad weather forced uo to keep the fir:;t a very domeotic 
affair, and the Parade was taken by the Commanding 
Officer. For the second parade, we were honoured 
by the presence o{ the Director of I nfantry, :\lajor
General C. L. Firbank, C.B ., C.B.E., D.S.O. Over 
ninety parents and friends of recruits in the senior 
Intake attended this parade, for which, again, we were 
unfortunate to have an extremely cold day 

Our next Passing Out Parade, on 17th \pril , will 
be taken by ::\Iajor-General H. Delacombe. C B .E ., 
D.S.O., G.O.C. Lowland District. 

Vtsitors .. 
As usual, we have had many visitors to the Depot 

in the past four months. The Colonel of the Regiment 

pa1d u~ an mformal visit in February, and other visitors 
have mcluded Lieut.-Colonel P. F St C. Harrison, 
D.S.O home on lca,·e from \\'est \fnca, and :\fajor 
R. C Robertson-:\lac l.eod, D S 0 , 'I C , T.V., on 
leave from B . \ .O .H. 
Sport. 

This season has not been a very successful one for 
our football team : the standard of the North Nott h
umberland League is rather higher than we are able 
to maintain with the continual changes of team we 
have, and releg-ation to the md Division i~ almost 
certain ' 

The Depot ha\'C been unable to ra1>e a rugger fifteen 
since the ~e" Year, but we ha,•e been well represented 
in both Command and Combined Servkes teams. 

Pn ze ll'imrtrs 
Intake 55 11 l'assw~ Out Date, 2otll jmwar1'. 

Champion Squad ~ormandy Platoon Sergt. J. 
Dorward. 

Footllilll Cup. Xormandy Platoon Sergt. J. 
Dorward 

Fallwr: 1'/,,lt·• Shield. Corp!. Duckett- -~ormandy 
Platoo11. 

Best R ecru1t. !3195370 Pte. ~ Grubb Burma 
Platoon. 

Best Shot.-!Jt956oo Pte. J. Hutchin>on-Burma 
Platoon. 

Intake j{>.OI l'assing Out Date, 1btll .llarch. 
Cllampzo>l Squad. Korea Platoon Sergt. Laidlaw, 

DC:\1 
Football Cup Korea Platoon-Sergt. Laidlaw, 

D.C ::\l. 
Falltng Platt Slue/d. Corp!. Xelson Korea Platoon. 
Best Rurutt} Both a wards to 23170034 Pte. .-\. 
Rest Sh •I lhtchie- 1-\:orea Platoon 

ERGEANTS' J1ES 
Ha,·ing reached the stage of ,\pril showers, income 

tax rebates, and the new pay rates, we can pause to 
look back over the events of the past four months. 

The Christmas and ~ew Year festivities went with 
gusto particularly the latter, which, for the :\less 
members, included a grand social in the Gymnasium 
on Xew Year's Eve, followed the next day by the 
traditional serving of dinner to the troops. 

.\fter mtraculously returning to earth, we all settled 
down ag-ain to see what 1956 would bring. 

It has brought, during this first four months, a 
number of arri\'als and departures. \\'e have been 
pleased to welcome Sergt. ~undy, who arrived home 
from a :\lalayan tour, and who will be going out again 
to join the 1st Battalion shortly. Sergt. Frood, who 
re-enlisted after a year of " civvy street," will also be 
joining the 1st Battalion soon. \\'.0. ll. Douglass is 
at pre~cnt with us, having completed a tour in \\'est 
Africa , as is Sergt \\'eddell , who has returned to the 
fold after a spell in Austria. 

From the 1st Battalion we saw the arrtval of Sergts. 
Stewart and :\Iann. to whom we wish good luck in 
civilian life .. 

Sergt. Devine from the 1st Battalion Military Band 
is also with u~. and is giving the benefit of his knowledge 
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to the Band Boys who are at present too young for 
service overseas. 

Sergt. Cottle, on leave from West Africa, paid 
frequent visits to the Depot, and had the Orderly 
Hoom Sergeant almost driven " round the bend " 
with his many queries. However, we managed to sec 
him safely on his way again. and" i~h him all the \x'st for 
the remainder of his tour 

Our best wishes go to Sergt. \ \ 'illiams, our old 
financial expert, who has left us on posting, and we 
welcome Sergt. \\'eir in his place. Sergt For~ter 
A.C.C., has a lso left the Permanent Staff, and we hope 
he will be happy in civilian life. His gap has been 
fi lled by Sergt. Collins, A.C.C., to whom we also extend 
a warm welcome. 

We offer our congratulations to Sergl. Fleming, "ho 
was presented by ~frs. Fleming with a daughter on 
30th December. 

Congratulations abo to Sergt. Andrew on h1s pro
motion, which occurred too late for inclusion in our 
last notes. 

Lieut. (Q.:\1.) H. ~IcDill, our new Quartermaster, is 
now "in the chair." lfe is sure to be known by mam· 
:'11ess members. 

\ \'e were honoured to have the Director of Infantry, 
Major-General C. L. Firbank, visit us on 16th ~[arch, 
when he mel the members of the Depot :\fess, prior to 
taking the salute at a Recruit Passing Out Parade on 
that day, and again, informally, on the following 
Sunday. 

Before closing, we have time to welcome Sergt. 
Thomson from the 1st Battalion, who is to JOin the 
Depot Permanent Staff. 

\Ve bring our notes to a close with best wishes to 
our friends in the rst, 4th, and 5th Battalions, and to 
all other \\'arran t Officers and Sergeants of the Regi
ment in all parts of the world. 

NEW RATES OF PAY 
On 1st April, 1956, new rates of pay came into 

force, which, for the Regular Soldier, taking into 
account allowances and free issues, now compares 
favourably with jobs in civilian life. One thing 
further, which is quite definite, these new rates make 
the Regular Army a really first class career. 

I.- REGULAR SOLDIERS 
THE NEW SYSTEM OF PAY 

The longer you promise to serve as a regular soldier, 
the more valuable you are to the Army. This principle 
has been recognised by giving you a higher rate of 
pay if you sign on for longer service The increased 
rate will start from the day you sign on. 

This is an entirely new system and the solcher's 
career has now been arranged so that, at certain stages 
during his service, he has the choice of drawing different 
rates of pay depending on how long he promises to 
stay i n the Army. The details of the rates that you 
can draw are mentioned later in these pages but, to 
start with, let us see how the system works 

Firstly, on enlistment you have the choice of three 
rates of pay, depending on whether you promise to 
serve for three, six or nine years. 

Secondly, on completion of nine years service. 
Corporals and above-and by that time most regular 
soldiers have reached this rank at least--can earn 
more pay by promising to stay on to complete fifteen 
years service. 

Thirdly, on completion of fifteen years service, 
Sergeants and above-and this again includes most "Of 
the regular soldiers with that much service--can get 
an even higher rate of pay by promi•ing to serve until 
c 1 years 

Lastly, Sergeants and above who serve beyond 22 

vears get an automatic increase to their pay, without 
j,romising any further long sen•ice 

.\s well as these different rates of pay, you can get 
a tax free bounty of £xso by promisin).( to go right 
through from nine years to 22 years. 

THE NEW RATES 
THE FIRST NINE YEARS 

Table \on page 346 shows how much a week you get 
on each of these rates in each rank. You will see t hat, 
for those who arc prepared to sign on for six or nine 
years, the new rates are very good indeed If you 
sign on for six years you will, in general, get qs. od. 
more per week than if you sign on for only three years. 
Better still, if you sign on for nine years you will 
get some 35s od. a week more. 

THE NEXT SIX YEARS (9-15) 
Of those who now stay on in the ,\rmy for nine 

years, about nine out of ten reach the rank of Corporal 
and above. The majority of Corporals reach that 
rank after four or five years. As the chances of 
promotion arc so good-much better in fact fhan in 
civilian life-increases from nine years onwards are 
only given to men holding the rank of Corporal and 
above. Once you have completed nine years ser\'ice 
you can, by undertaking to serve until fifteen years, 
obtain the following increases: -

Corporal 
Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
\\'arrant Officer, Class I and II 
THE FOLLOWING SIX YEARS (15-21) 

s 
10 
14 
14 

d. 
6 a week 
o a week 
o a week 
o a week 

Of those who now stay on for fifteen years, about 
nine out of ten reach the rank of Sergeant or above 
(although most Sergeants reach that rank after Se\'en 
or eight years). After fifteen yean; service therefore, 
increases arc only given to Sergeants and above. 
These further increases arc for men who undertake 
to serve to 1 1 yca rs :-

s. d. 
Sergeant 7 o a week 
Staff Sergeant 7 o a week 
\Yarrant Officer, Class I and II 10 6 a week 

All these increases arc of course in addition to any 
further sum you may earn from skill in your trade. · 

\\'hen you are comparing these figures with civilian 
rates remember that the ci\'ilian has to provide himself 
with somewhere to live, food, working clothes, transport 
to and from his job, etc. The single soldier receives, 
in addition to his pay, free accommodation and food 
(or allowance in lieu), free working clothes (uniform), 
free sport, generous free travel for leave. He pays 
smaller national health contributions, and because 
he receives so much in kind, less income tax. 

In addition a married soldier gets, besides his 
marriage allowance, concessions for his family, such as 
reduced cost of tra\'elling and the benefit of education 
schemes 

THE ALTERNATIVES OPEN TO YOU IF YOU DECIDE 
TO JOIN THE REGULAR ARMY 

Your nearest Recruiting Officer wiJI explain the 
procedure and the form you will have to sign to become 
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a regular. You can, of you wish, take on for three 
years only, but in this case you will only receive the 
" 3-year rate " in the first column of Table A. But 
if you are ser~ously thinking of joining the Army and 
making it a career you will be well advised to enlist 
for six or nine years and draw the higher " 6-year" or 
"9-year" rates from the start. In this case you 
will be asked to sign a second form undertaking to 
remain in the Army for whichever period you decide. 
If you sign on fo r 9 years you will see from Table A 
that you will get, as a recruit, £4 rrs. od. a week, and 
six months later a rise to at least £5 IS. 6d. This 
will soon be followed by further increases pending on 
how well you get on and how many " stars " you are 
awarded for efficiency. Thus you will on the " 9-
year rate " be paid, from the start, nearly three times 
as much as the National Serviceman (compare with 
Table D). 

Of course, if you want to see how you like the Army 
before you sign on for a longer period of six or nine years 
there is nothing to prevent you from making a start 
at the "3-year rate." You will still be at liberty to 
change whenever you like and take on for one of the 
longer periods, in which case you will receive the 
appropriate higher rate from the day you take on. 
But every day you delay the decision means a loss of 
money which you might otherwise be drawing. (Re
member that, if you enlist on the 22-year engagement 
but only commit yourself for three years, you must 
give six mont hs notice if you want to leave at the end 
of that three years.) 

You will be far better off financially by agreeing to 
serve for nine years when you join up. The Army 
want longer service Regulars and therefore offers 
much better pay for those who undertake longer service. 
IF YOU ARE A SERVING NATIONAL SERVICEMAN 

Exactly the same rules hold, except that you must 
apply at your Orderly Room instead of the Recruiting 
Office. See also Section III. 

HOW YOU STAND IF YOU ARE ALREADY ON A 
REGULAR ENGAGEMENT 

If you are already serving on a regular engagement 
you will automatically draw the rates appropriate to 
the period of service which you have so far promised 
as soon as these rates come into effect. If you have 
not already done so, you can take on to 6, 9, 15 or 21 
years, depending on how much service you have already 
completed. By doing this you can qualify for the 
higher rate of pay from the date you sign on. This is 
best illustrated by some examples :-

(a) If you are serving on the" 3 and 4 "engagement 
you will get the "3-year rate." If, however, 
you decide to remain in the Army you can 
qualify, provided your C.O. recommends you, 
from the day you prolong, for the " 6-year or 
9-year rate " by changing to the 22-year 
engagement and undertaking to complete a 
total of 6 or 9 years. 

(b) If you have served continuously on the 22-year 
engagement and have completed three years 
service, you will automatically get the new 
" 6-year rate." But you can take on for nine 
years as ear ly as you like and qualify for the 
" 9-year rate." 

(c) If you are on the " 5 and 7" engagement you 
will get the new" 3-year rate," as you will have 
guaran teed Jess than six years service. By 
signing on for one additional year, however, 
you can draw t he " 6-year rate " ; or better still 
by undertaking to remain for a total of nine 
years, you can draw the" 9-year rate." 

(d) If you have already served six years on the 
!.2-year engagement you will qualify auto
matically for the " 9-year rate." If you have 
completed nine years but are only committed 
to twelve, you will still be on the " nine
year rate." But if in this case, you are at 
least a Corporal, and take on to complete 15 
years you can draw the higher" 15-year rate." 

Similarly if you are a Sergeant or above, and 
have completed 15 years service you can (if you 
have not already done so) qualify for the "21-
year rate " by undertaking to serve for at least 
21 years. 

These are only a few examples. If your own case is 
not amongst them, and you are doubtful how to work 
it out, apply at the Orderly Room. Full details will 
be published shortly. Don't forget that all your 
previous military service on the Active List will count 
for the new rates of pay, even if you have had broken 
service (provided the gap is less than five years). Don't 
forget too that if you are going to take on you will be 
wise to do so as soon as possible. Every day you put 
off the decision means a loss of pay. 

INCREMENTS AND BOUNTIES 
The increments for completed service, for rank and 

for trade qualifications which were payable under the 
old pay code have all been swallowed up in the new 
increases and are therefore abolished from the date of 
introduction of the new scheme. Increments will, 
however, be given to Sergeants and above after 22 years 
effective service. 

The old system of bounties for prolongation to six 
or twelve years has been abolished w ith effect from 
liSt February; but you will find, if you work it out, 
that, ; if you take the maximum advantage of the new 
rates by signing on for the longer periods as early as 
you can, you will be far better off than you would have 
been with the bounty. 

It has, however, been decided to introduce a tax free 
bounty of £15o for any soldier who bas not completed 
or already guaranteed more than nine years service 
and signs on for 22 years. There will also be a bounty of 
£roo for a soldier who is now already committed to 12 
years, but no further, and who undertakes to serve to 
22 years. 

MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE 
In view of the large increases in pay (which forms 

the major part of what a soldier gets) no increase has 
been made in marriage a llowance, the weekly rates of 
which are, for regular soldiers :-

s. d. 
For Corporal and below 42 o a week 
For Sergeants 49 o a week 
For Staff Sergeants 52 6 a week 
For \Varrant Officers 56 o a week 

As pay is being increased, the Qualifying Allotment 
for :\1arriage Allowance will also be increased. The 
new rates will be notified shortly. 

NOTE FOR RECRUITS 
:\Iarriage Allowance is not intended to meet the full 

cost of providing for the soldiers' family but is designed 
to give some assistance towards it. It has to be 
supplemented from pay. Where the soldier is separated 
from his family, it is a condition of the payment of 
marriage allowance that he must allot a certain sum 
from his pay ; this sum is laid down for each rank and 
is known as the Qualifying Allotment . Frequently 
the family needs more than the marriage allowance 
plus qualifying allotment. The soldier may therefore, 
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1f he wishes, instead of making a remittance himself, 
arrange for a further allotment from his pay known as 
a \"oluntary Allotment, to be made direct to his 
family by the Paymaster. 

PENSIONS AND TERMINAL GRANTS 
Pensions a nd terminal grants have both !:><'en 

inc reased and t he new rates arc sh own at Table B. 
Some typical examples of the rates for which you 

would qualify on leaving the service arc as follows: -

(a) After u years ~crvice as a private you would 
d raw 33s. od. per week and a termmal grant of 
£125 (compared with the old rates of 26s. 6d. 
and £10o). 

(b) After 25 years ~ervicc, of which you had spent 
7 years as a Corporal and 11 years as Sergeant 
you \\Ould receive a pension of 66s. 5d. a week 
and a terminal grant of £285 (compared with 
46s. 10d. a week and £245 on the old rates). 

(c) \ \\'.0. I. would after 30 year~ service and 
a reasonable period in each rank draw a pension 
of J zos. 4d. a week and a terminal grant of 
£586 (compared with 84s. 1od. and £460 on the 
old rates). 

NOTE FOR RECRUITS 
The terminal grant i~ a tax free lump sum which 

soldiers get, in addition to a pension, to assist them in 
setting up in civilian life on leaving the service. 

II. BOYS 
The new weekly rates of pay for Boy~ have been 

greatly increased and arc shown in Table C. The 
basic rate on enlistment (3 rs. 6d. a week) is nearly 
double the old rate, and increments have been intro
duced for rank and efficiency, as well as for length 
of ser vice, For example, a boy "·ho has completed 
his Senior Certificate of Education and has reached the 
highest standard of military proficiency " ill after one 
year's service draw 59s. bd. a week (compared with 
24s. 6d. on the old rates) and after two years service 
66s. 6d. (compared with ~8s. od.). Boys will auto
matically come on to the appropriate regular man's 
rate of pay on reaching the age o f 1 7!· 

These rates show the importance which the Army 
attaches to the recruiting of Boys, who now have a 
fine opening to a worth-while career. 

III. NATIONAL SERVICEMEN 
Xational Servicemen only do two year~ with the 

Colours. \\'hilst their ser vice is of course essential 
to the country (there would not be National Service 
otherwise). the Army's new rates of pay arc mainly 
designed to encourage the long service regular and are 
based on the idea that the longer you undertake to 
serve the more valuable you are to the Army and the 
more pay you get. The increases for Kational Service
men are not therefore of the same order as those for 
the regular committed to longer service. However, 
National Servicemen wi ll get an increase of 3s. 6d. a 
week over t he old rates if they are under 21 years old, 
and a further 3s. 6d. per week on reaching the age of 21. 

The weekly rates a re shown in Table D. Compare 
these rates with those of the regular soldier in Table A 
(particularly those on the new 6- and 9-year rates). 
You would be wise to give serious thought to the idea 
of becoming a regular yourself. If you are already 
ser ving you can do it very simply (provided your C.O. 
will recommend you) by applying to the Orderly Room. 
You will draw the much larger pay of a regular from 
the date you sign. 

The time you have spent as a National Serviceman 
\\.ill count towards your pay as a Regular. It will also 
count towards pension and terminal grant. 

_\s the pay increases for N.S. men a re much less than 
lor regulars some improvement is being made in N.S. 
marriage a llowance. At present N.S. weekly rates of 
\!arriage Allowance a rc : 

s. d. 
Corporals and below 35 () 

-;ergcants ... 40 0 

'-'taff Sergeants ... 4l h 
\\"arrant Officers 45 0 

l\.S. men over age H will in future receive the higher 
regular rates set out in Section I. ~Iarried N.S. men 
under 21 will continue to receive the current rates. 

IV. RATES OF PAY INFANTRY OFFICERS 
Hank and Service Daily Rates 

s. d. 
2nd Lieutenant 21 0 

Lieutenant on appointment zh 0 
\fter 1 year in the rank z8 0 

l years in the rank 30 0 
3 years in the rank 31 0 

Captain on appointment 38 0 
After 1 year in the rank .jO 0 

2 years in the rank 4~ 0 
3 years in the rai)k 44 0 
4 years in the rank -t6 0 
5 years in the rank -t8 () 

6 years in the rank :;o 0 
Major on appointment 51> 0 

\ftcr r year in the rank (>() 0 
z years in the rank 62 0 
3 years in the rank 64 0 
4 years in the rank ()6 0 
5 years in the rank 66 () 

6 years in the rank <>8 0 
7 years in the rank (>8 0 
8 years in the rank 70 0 
9 years in the rank 70 0 .. 10 years in the rank 70 0 

Lieutenant-Colonel 
with less than 19 years' service 78 0 
after 19 years' service or 2 years in the rank 8 1 0 
after H years service or 4 years in the rank 84 0 
after 23 years' ~ervice or 6 years in the rank 87 0 
after 25 years, service or 8 years in the rank 90 0 

Colonel on appointment 100 0 

after z years in the rank 105 0 
.. 4 years in the rank 11 0 0 .. <> years in the rank 115 0 

Brigadier 120 0 

Rates of Qualification Pay (Daily) s. d. 
(a) Lieutenant 3 6 
(b) Captain 6 0 
(c) :\!ajor ... 7 0 
(d) Lieut.-Coloncl 5 0 

Marriage Allowance (Daily) 
Lieutenant 15 h 
Captain 15 6 
~!ajor 15 <> 
Lieut.-Colonel 18 o 
Colonel 18 o 
Rrigadier . . . 20 6 

These rates arc the " In Quarters " rate. A further 
Js. od per day is added for officers living out of quarters. 
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TABL E A 

New Weeldy Rates of Pay for The Regular Male Soldier, 
1956 

R.l TES OF PA 1· FOR TIIO.SI:" WHO CXDERTAKE TO SERVE-: 

for 15 years or for 21 years or 
more having more havi11g 

RANK for less lha11 for less /han for 9 years completed 9 years completed 15 
6 years 9 years or more service years service 

3-year rate 6-year rate 9-year rate (" 15 year rate ") (" z r year rate ") 
s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 

Recruit 63 0 77 0 91 0 

Private 
I Star 70 0 b4 0 JOI () 101 6 JOi 6 
2 Star 73 6 87 6 108 () 108 6 roB 6 
3 Star 84 0 98 0 119 0 Il9 0 ll9 0 
4 Star 87 6 101 () 126 0 126 0 126 0 
5 Star 94 () 108 6 133 0 133 0 133 0 
6 Star 105 0 119 0 140 0 140 0 140 0 
7 Star II9 0 129 6 150 () 150 6 150 6 

Lance-Corporal 
1 Star 84 0 98 0 115 6 I I 5 6 115 6 
2 Star 87 () IOI 6 Il! () 122 6 112 6 
3 Star 98 0 lll 0 133 0 133 0 133 0 
4 Star 101 (, 115 6 140 0 140 0 qo 0 
5. Star 108 () l22 6 147 0 147 0 147 0 
6 Star II9 0 133 0 154 0 154 0 154 0 
7 Star 133 0 143 () 164 () 164 6 164 6 

Corporal 
I Star 98 0 l J 2 0 129 () 140 0 '40 0 
2 Star 101 () 115 6 136 6 147 0 147 0 
3 Star 112 0 126 0 147 0 1 57 6 157 6 
4 Star 115 6 129 6 154 0 J64 6 164 6 
5 Star 122 6 136 6 161 0 171 6 171 6 
6 Star 133 0 l47 0 168 0 178 6 178 6 
7 Star 147 0 1 57 6 17R () 189 0 189 0 

Sergeant 
Other t han Class I. 

tradesmen 164 6 164 6 185 6 199 6 206 6 

Staff Sergean t 
Other than Class I. 18j 6 185 6 206 () 220 6 227 6 

tradesmen Plus 7s. od. on 

\\'arrant Officer Class I I. 

completion 
of 22 years 

Other than Class I. 217 0 217 0 217 0 238 0 248 6 
tradesmen Plus 1os. 6d. on 

completion 

\\'arran t Officer Class II 
of zz years 

(R.Q. M.S.) 
Other than Class I. 224 0 224 0 2..?4 0 245 0 255 6 

trad esmen Plus 1os. 6d. on 
completion 
of 22 years 

\\'arra n t Officer Class 1. 
Other t han Class I. 231 () 231 0 2]1 () !52 0 262 6 

tradesmen Plus lOS. 6d. on 
completion 
of 22 years 

.\"01'!:. The diflerent rates for each rank represent difterent degrees of skill under 
classification schemes. 

the " Star " or Trade 
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TABLE B 
PENSIONS AND TER;\UNAL GRANTS 

PENSIONS 
These consist of an clement for length of serv1~c and _n element for years in the rank of Cor poral a nd abow 

Pensions arc not n ormallv awarded un til completion of 22 years service, when the rates arc calculated as follows 
\\'cckly Rate 

Years of Service s. ·d. 
I-22 

23· 27 
28 onwards 

l{an k Element 
Corporal 
Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
\Var rant Officer, Class II. 
\\'arrant Officer, Class I. 

f> for each year of servite. 
5 o for each of these years. 
-1 o for each subsequent year. 

per week for each 
year of service 
·i n the ran k 

after 22 years 

s. d. 
8 
3 

10 
2 

2 8 

TERMINAL GRANTS ;,crvicc 

for each 
additional )'Car 's 

serv1ce 

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Private and Lance-Corporal 
Corporal 
Sergeant 
St aff Sergean t 
Warran t Officer, Class I I. 
\ Varrant Officer, Class I. 

BOYS 
\\ EJ,I\LY RATES 

On 
qualifications entry 

' · d 
~o qualifications J1 (> 

J unior Certificate of Education plus :\filitar y 
Proficiency Standard " ,\ " Jl h 

Intermediate Certi ficate of Education plus 
:\Iilitary Prcficit•ncy Standard "B " 31 h 

Three passes in Senior Cer tificate of Edu~a-
l1on (t\\'o compulson· subjects) p lus :\l ilitary 
Proficiency Stand " .-\ " JI h 

Complete Senior Certificate of Education plus 
\ I ilitary Proficiency Standard " B " J1 () 

PAY FOR BOYS' RANK per week 
s, d . 

£ 
125 
175 
225 
275 
JOO 
330 

\fter 
t> months 

s. d . 
31 (> 

.35 0 

Jt! () 

15 (J 

5.! h 

Lance-Corporal 
Corporal 
Sergeant ... 

9 \\'arrant Officer Class II. 
3 f> \\"arrant Officer Class I. 
5 3 

NATIONAL SERVICEMEN 

After 
I year 

s. d . 
38 (J 

42 0 

45 (> 

j! h 

59 6 

WEEKLY RATES OF PAY FOR FIRST YEAR OF SERVICE 
(P r ivate Soldiers only) 

s. d . Class 11 tradesmen 

£ 
1 .! 

TABLE C 

\fter 
2 year:, 
s. d. 
-!5 6 

49 0 

j.! (J 

59 h 

66 (J 

per \\'eek 
s. d. 

7 0 
8 9 

TABLED 

1. Men under 21 years of age 

(a) On enh~tmcnt 31 h Other tradesmen and non-tradesmen 

d 
45 6 
38 o 

(b) On completion of 6 months sen·1cc : 
Class I. tradesmen 

2. Men of 21 years of age and over 
5~ I> Add 3s. 6d. to a ll the above rates 

RETIRED PAY AND TERMINAL GRANTS 
1. NORMAL RATES 

Ranks for Retired Pay 
Captain or belo" 
:\Iajor 
Lieutenant-Colon<.'! 
Colonel 
Brigadier 

2 . QUARTERMASTER CATEGORY 

Standard Service 
Periods 

!O year~ 

Standard Retired 
Pay Rate 

£5oo 
£6~5 
£8oo 

£1,000 

£I ,150 

Terminal 
Grant 
£!,500 
£!,875 
£2,400 
£3,000 
£3.450 

Captain or bdo" 20 yc;u·s £5oo ,l. I ,500 
:\lajor 22 £b25 £1,875 
Lieutenan t-Colon<•! 24 " £675 £z,o25 

SOTE.-Tbc rates above apply to officers " ith t he full standard years of service required for cad1 ran k. The 
rules governing the awards to those with less than the standanl years of service ar<.' under consideration 



ADVERTI SEMENT 

The KingJ s Own 5 coltish BorderersJ Association 

DUMFRIES 
Once again we are pleased to record an increase 

in our membership and there are now 256 names on 
the roll, with prospects of a few more in the near 
future. 

One of our Honorary members, Rev. J. A. Kerr, 
:\lanse of Ewes, passed away at the beginning of April, 
and those of us who knew him well, mourn our loss 
very much. Padre Kerr was Chaplain to the 5th 
Battalion for a number of years after the First World 
\Var, and, until his illness was a regular attender at 
our annual dinner where his cheerful presence was 
appreciated by all. 

The Branch held a whist drive at the end of Januarv 
which was well patronised and the Treasurer's fund·s 
were substantially increased. \Ye are deeply grateful 
to all our good friends who donated the many prizes 
and also to our Entertainment Committee, under the 
convenorship of Councillor Tom Jardine, who was 
ably assisted by :\[essrs. A. Gray, R. C. Shaw, and ]as. 
Johnstone. 

Our Annual General :\Ieeting was held on 15th 
january, when :\[ajor J. \Vyllie Irving, T.D., was 
unanimously re-elected Branch Chairman for a further 
term. 

On Friday, uth April, our Annual Reunion Dinner 
was held in the County Hotel, Dumfries, with Major
General J. Scott-Elliot, Colonel of the Regiment, 
as Guest of Honour. The toast to the Regiment was 
very ably proposed by Capt. S. T. D. Wallace, V.C., 
of :\fofTat. Capt. Wallace won his \'.C. at Cambrai 
on 30th November, 1917, when serving with the Royal 
Artillery, and is the only holder of the award in 
Dumfriesshire. 

This year, being the centenary of the institution 
of the award of the \"ictoria Cross, our Branch was 
very fortunate in having as one of our principal guests, 
one who holds the highest honour that can be given, 
and we are deeply grateful to Capt. Wallace for honour
ing us with his presence. 

In passing, it mar be mentioned, that he is eligible 
for membership of the Association as he wore the 
K.O.S.B. badge when serving with the Dumfriesshire 
Home Guard. 

Another guest that evening was Colonel R. Payton 
Reid who had travelled from Essex to present to 
:\Iajor-General J . Scott-Elliot, as Colonel of the Regi
ment, an illustrated book of the Battle of Arnhem, at 
t he request of the author, Colonel T h . A. Boeree of 
the Dutch Army. 

Colonel Payton Reid commanded our 7th Battalion 
which look part in the Battle of Arnhem, and it was 
the wish of Colonel Boeree lhat he should make the 
presentation of his book to the Regiment. In present
ing the book Colonel Payton H.eid said " It is my great 
privilege, on behalf of Colonel Boeree, and in com
memoration and dedication to those who have not 
come back, to present to the Regiment this volume of 
the 7th K.O.S.B. action at Arnhem." Accepting the 
book on behalf of the Regiment, :\lajor-General Scott
Elliot returned thanks to Colonel Payton Reid and 

Colonel Boeree, and said he hoped that it might be 
possible to have some more copies produced in due 
course. lie also thanked Capt. Wallace for proposing 
the principal toast of the evening. 

During the evening a number of toasts were sub
mitted and replied to by Lieut.-Colonel Jardine
Paterson, Dr. J. Bruce Dewar, :\Iajor G. :\I. Thomson, 
and :\lajor N. L West ; harmony was provided by 
Capt. A. Young and :\lessrs. A. Lawson and J. :\Ioir. 
In the absence of Pipe :\Iajor Brown, owing to illness, 
Pipe Sergeant Patterson played the Assembly and 
Regimental :\larch. 

The proceedings were brought to a close at 11.45 
p.m. by the company singing " Auld Lang Syne." 

EDINBURGH 
On Friday, 16th :\larch, there was held in the Scotia 

Hotel, opposite the Club, a combined Association and 
:\lemorial Club Reunion Dinner, the outstanding 
success of which has set a pattern for many another 
such annual event. 

In his opening remarks, Lieul.-Colonel D. Dunaas
Robertson welcomed especially the Colonel of the 
Regiment, )lajor-General ] . Scott-Elliot, C.B., C. B. E., 
D.S.O., whose first official visit to the Edinburgh 
Branch and Club this was. He came, said the Chair
man, not only as Colonel, but also as one of the latest 
recruits to the great army of civilians." The Chair
man continued with a reference to Colonel Neil :\IacLeod 
"ho had worked so untir ingly for the Branch, and to 
whom all present would wish to send congratulations 
both for his recovery from severe illness, and for his 
recent marriage. A vote of thanks was made to the 
Branch and Club Secretaries, and also the General 
Secretary for the excellence of the arrangements. 

The " Toast to the Regiment" was proposed by the 
Assistant Chaplain General, The Rev. J .. \. Williamson, 
C.B.E., :\LA., Q.H.C. Rarely can this toast have 
been made with such a masterly mixture of light 
touch and serious comment. The Chaplain opened 
fire with a barrage of anecdotes and allusions which 
ensured complete success. Although he had never 
toasted our Regiment before, he knew our Colonel weB, 
and was proud to couple the name of the Regiment 
with that of" General Jim." "The Borders," said the 
Chaplain, " rich in men, achievement, legend, battles, 
and the traditions of a Regiment raised by beat of 
drum in two hours for the preservation of this very 
city of Edinburgh." It was good to hold such He
unions because through them were kept alive our 
traditions, glorious in themselves from 1689 to that 
lime in Korea the particularly heroic exploits of the 
tsl Battalion" had won the acclamation of people 
all over the world. It was good to remember, he con
cluded, that when we rose to honour the toast, we 
were honouring " all those Borderers from Ettrick 
and Teviotdale who with their Blue Bonnets have 
marched through the pages of history." 

General Scott-Elliot in his reply paid tribute lo 
the inspiring manner in which the toast had been 
made Xews was given of the 1st Battalion in :\falaya, 
and that the Pipes and Drums of the 4th and 5th 
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GLASGOW BRANCH DINNER. 

left to right : Mr. J. McAu lay, Secretary ; Colonel R. Caulfeild, O.B.E. ; Major-General J. Scott-Elliot, C.B., C.B.E., 

D.S.O. ; Mr. G. Fulton, Chairman ; Mr. J. Ritchie ; Mr. D. Twynholm ; Major C. J. Wilson-Clarke. 

Battalions \\Cre to be on duty at the I<J.)I> llighland 
Sho" J !c was ple·1scd to see so many present. 
"both kncmn and to-be-known," and made a forceful 
appeal that t•,~eh Bordcrer present would stnYe within 
the commg year to brinl( one other into the fold of our 
active \ssodation 

In th,mking the Chairman. :\lr \\' Graham D C.:\1 , 
:\L:\1., said that 1t was g-ood to see amongst our number 
three veteran Borderer" from \\'hitefoord H ouse, and 
hoped that this would not be the last occasion when 
they would be our guc,h. 

The rest of the c1·ening \\i!s most ple .. ,,mth· spent 
in entertainment arranged by :\lr Hab Burns, who had 
obtained the excellent sen·ices of :\lr Willie Douglas, 
Bob Bro\\n, Snr., and Bob Brown, jnr, the fornwr 
two haYing long associations \lith the Cluh. So cndrd 
a very happ~· J{cunion "hich all who attended "ill 
rememhl'r with the gn•att•st pleasure. 

It is with regret that "e ha1·c to report the p 1ssing 
of l\1·o Joyal Edmburgh Club members, both 111 january 
of this year \[r. John Hughes, who joined in june, 
1943. and st'rYcd for six years on the Committee; 
and :\Ir. Hab Haldane, \\ho JOined back in I<l27, and 
during his twenty n•ars' service on the Committee 
acted as Chairman from I<l45·49· To his \\idow and 
family we offer sinn~rc condolences. 

GLASGOW 
In our last n tc' • 

Committee "ere hard t 
Ch 1ldrcn 's Chri-una' Part' 
and ;\Jr. jamt·, :'lid! 
Santa Clau' in a 'en 
l<J.)h, W<' had our B 
qh mcmbt•r, 'ca ted t 
lw ;\Irs. Twvnholm 
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HAWICK 
The \nnual General \lt•ctm~ was hl'ld on Frida v, 

2nd Januar,· \[r. \\" lluggan was appointl•cl to sen·e 
on the Committee, as all tiH• ofl1cials haH' a further 
year to serve there "<b no other changc• 
. Oltiu.!ls for llJjh: J>n•S~dent. Lieut Colonel J. H. 

Scott-:\oble :\LC.. T D , Chairman, \lr T. J 
Borth\\ick \'ice-Chairman, :\lr. .-\ 1\.iclcl; Secretan 
and Tn•asun•r, :\Lr. R ( r.1nston. Committee, :\Iessrs. 
D. Thomson, \\' Oliver, \\' Bell. G Potter and \\' 
Huggan 

During the meeting, which had a better attendance 
than in recent vears, it was slated that the branch \\·as 
in a good financial pos1tion In vic\\ of this thl' 
committee, acting on proposab made at the half
yearly mt:etmg, had made a ven· substantial reduction 
in the priCl' of llckets for our Re:union Dinner. It "·as 
hoped that by reducing thl' price to 5 - to attract a 
larger attendance than was at our last dinner when less 
than 5" members and guc•sts were present. 

The Branch Dmner \\as held on Frida,·. ~nd :\larch, 
in the \'1ctoria Hotel, "hen over 70 'members and 
guests \\l'rt' present Tlw follcming toasts were 
submitted 

.. Thl' <]ul'l'n," Ex I< S.'ll \ Beattil', :\LB. E.; 
"Absent Comrades," :\lr 1'. (;. Bro\\n, 1th 1\ O.S.B . 
" The _Reg1_mcn~," Councillor John ll all; Rep!), 
..\lajor S1r \\ m. ],_ Jarc!Jne, Bart., T.D . "The .-bsoci
ation," Lleut.-('olonel J B. \. llankev. J) S (). O.B.E . 
Reply,_ Capt \\' Lewin·· Our Guests," :\l r \ Templl•, 
5th h..O.S.B .. Rep!\·, \Jr. C. G. Thomson :\! \1. 
6th 1\ O.S H . 

" Hlue Bonnets" and the " Lament" were played 
by Piper l{ Hogg, 4th K.O.S.B. . 

The musical programme was provided b,· \lc~,;srs. 
G. Ritson, J Crawford. G Thomson, \ Temple. (, 
Duncan, R 'lurphy. and J :\lcCombe. Tom Storey 
rendered t\\o Border Ballads. The singers were 
accompamed at the piano by 'llr. A !\i•wn 

At the conclusion of an enjoyable evening votes of 
thanks were proposed by ;\fr. A. Johnstone. 

I OBITURRY. I 
Capt. A. CUTHBERTSON, M.C. 

It is w1th deep regret that we record the death of 
\Villiam Cuthbertson for many years the :\Ianaging 
Director of Dumfriesshirc Xewspapers. lle was aged 
78. 

He served 111 the 2 jth Battalion before and durin" 
the 1914-I<JLh war and 1\1\S awarded the '>Iilitan· Cros~ 
in :;\Iareh, 1918. · 

To his family we extend our deepest sympathy. 

Sergt. C. BELL. 
It b with regret that we have to record the death of 

Sergt Bell on the qth of April, 195u, after a short 
ill~e.ss. . I le served i1~ the J{eg_iment for ~ t years, 
JOmmg 111 1907 and fimshmg w1th tlw 1st Battalion 
in 1928 During the first \\'ar he served with the znd 
Battalion, and was in France with them for most of 
the \\'ar period 

To his famih- we extend our deepest sympathy 111 
their sac! loss . · 

Sergt. D. F. MacCOLL. 
It ''as wnh <lc•c•p re._rct th: t we learned of the 

death of Sergt. l>unlan :'llacColl, after a \'t•n· long-
illm·ss . · 

llc• joi1:cd the \rgyll & Sutherland llighlancll'rs in 
\pnl, l<)l.f, and n•mained with tlwm until September, 
1q17 when lw tr.tnsferrccl to the H \ F .. tinalh· being 
diScharged in J<)ICJ 

llc• joined the Borclerers in August, I'.J~~- and re
m mt-tl "ith us until :\lay. 193-"i On lea,·ing the 
J{c~mlent he took on the emplonnent of Ste" ard at 
tlw Connthian \'; cht Club, in Devon port, and rema111ed 
there until tlw commencement of his Jllness 111 \ugust, 
L<).)~ . 

l'o his wHiml \\l' extend our deepest sympall11· in 
her sad loss 

L Corp!. R. W ARRENDER. 
Jt Is w1th regrl'l we ha,·e to record thl' death of 

L Corp!. \\'arrenclcr at the age of 4 7 
Ill' sen·ed m the Borderers from October 1917, 

until :\'ovemhl•r, I<J45· He scn'l'd most of l11s time 
\\Jth the ~nd B.tttalion, going out to Hong Kong in 
L<P·'> to join the ~IHI Battalion he remained with them 
until nearly the end of his service. 

\\'l• extend our cll'l'jlest 'ympatll\' to his widow and 
family in their great loss. 

&. Citfars 
SAC~2~r~•~E ~., ~J..,~J:~~~'~: LTD 

TIII.ADlHG TH"OUGHOUT IHl WO .. LO 

Tel REGent 2C61 



Esta blis hed 
1771 

• • • 
Jll~t a" in til t• (IIIII 

\\'ar::;. ll a\\ k t•s & ('u. 
!(t·~imtnt of till' Bait 
rs n,..sun •<l. l'nif(wm~ n 
n~t•nt>; an• taken "ith 

it is at ll :l\d<<·::;, iiunou 
Ill a\ ohtain a ll ot liPr dr 
l(•r: Tnum·dinte \\'ear c 
prod nt•t ion, hut t hP eu 
lunltless :-ia1 ilc H o11 ,..tand 

ulnr, C'rimean and the tl\o \\'orld 
~• \ Jce of Oflicers in a !most c\·en 
Corrl'etm·~:; of st' lc and detail 

ure in n s hort time ; mt'U"III'l'· 

for d\ il Tai loring, that 1-(l'lltll'mell 
uremcnts. In Hal\ kt•s's Depa rtment 

kl pt do\\ 11 h~ mot l<·rn met hods of 
rkmanship, uml finish are of the 

/,ouuye S?tils, ±:1 !1 -l!l-0 to £33 10-11; Or:erc()(//.~, tl!l-1!1-0 to ±::H-I!J-fi; 

/J.I/. /Jiunf'r .lac/; I a1 d Tr011~ rs, !:::!,'i- 1:!- li to !:::~:~-1.)-li, . ...,ports 
.!arl.-rts, .LI0-10-0 to £((;.)fi.O. 

Reyin1111/al Tailurs to tit 

S.\ VILE ROW, \V. l. 
('I'd. HEr:ent o l :-.fi) 

RC)11' 

68 HIGH ST., CA~IBERLEY 
('I'd. f'aml11 riPJf s:!!l) 

look good .. feel good .. be twice the man in 

All SIZES -All mus 

6'6~ 
'I 

KIUUUi' 

. . ~ 

the first and finest mens support underwear 
Tl•e modern conception or 
trtm, hyg>emc and g v 
A top qual>ty toP-v<i ue 
~coUtsh k~ twear (am S 
contoured s ~g ts or S 

Y FRONT IS MADE ONLY BY 

LYLE AN D SCOTT O F HAWICK · SCOTLAND 



'ro supply their requuements through 

its clubs, canteens and restaurants, Naafi 

must necessarily maintain a large buying 

organisation; but equally important 1s 

the maintenance of a consistent! y high 

standard of quality in its supplies. In 

Naafi laboratories, therefore, scientific 

analysis by experts is a daily task. It is 

one that involves not only stringent 

laboratory tests of purchases, bur also 

constant research into improved methods 

of food production, storage and preserva

tion. 

These " behind the scenes " acuvmes 

ensure that Naafi restaurants serve goods 

of a proven quality and excellence; while, 

between the research and the restaurant, 

is a long chain of skilled processes tradi

tional to ... 

• •• this many sided 

As the official caterers to H er Majesty's Forces 

Naafi meets many of the daily needs of Service 

men and women the world over. 

The official canteen organisation for H .M . Forces, 

Imperial Court, Kennington, London, S.E . II. 
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