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CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

Once a year children everywhere thrill with delight at the thought that Christmas is coming. 

Who has nor known the excited anticipation of the Christmas stocking, the Christmas tree 

and, best of all, the Christmas Parry? 

As specialists in service catering for all occasions, Naafi will be delighted to plan your 

catering arrangements for this very special occasion ; for none know better how ro provide 

all the good things that bring pleasure to children of all ages ; and none is more experienced 

in planning for the youngsters the sort of parry that they will remember with delight. 

For your Christmas party call in Naafi today - the experts in catering with a special way 

with children. 

1\T .A..A.r:t 
The official canteen organisation for H .M. Forces. Impe rial Court, Kennington, London, S:£. 1L 
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of rhe Christmas 
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or wardroom, 

~aafi has m store 

a w1de range of the 

choic;est vintages, and 

high quahry cigars, tu warm 

the hean and bring good cheer. 

If you wish to send a prescm of 

• 

\X.ines and Spirits to your family or 

friends, ask your nearest Naafi shop for 

folders of the complete range of presemarion cases. 

~aafi will despatch rhem ro any address in 

. the L·. K. on receipt of your instructions. 

The official canteen organisation 

for H .M. Forces, Imperial Court. 

Ke nningto n, London, S .E.II . 



Chnsunas-time, the season of rejoicing, is traditionally celebrated aaound the party table. 
Wherever these festivities may be held, their success will depend upon the fare provided. 
Make sure that your table is bountifully laid with the best of good things by ordering your 
supplies from Naafi. Wherever you may be, Naafi has available a splendid variety of 
Chrisunas Fare, of an exciting excellence. Be in good time- place your order with Naafi today. 

The official canteen orga nisation for H. H. Forus 

Imperial Court, Kenni ngt9n, London, S. E.11 



The official canteen orzanln tion for H. M. FoNes 

Sports Equipment 
Sports activities are an essential part of Serllice life. 

Equally essential is the selection of the best equipment. 

This must be of the finest quallty at all times and in all 

fields of competition. 

Naafi sports goods are manufactured by leading makers 

and are offered to the men and women of H .M. Forces 

at special discount terms. For kit and equipment second 

to none, at the most advantageous prices, consult your 

Naafi sports representative. He is an expert in all matters 

relating to the better enjoyment of the game and his 

advice and assistance are always available. 

Naafi's comprehensive illustrated catalogues covering 

most games and pastimes may be obtained on request. 

Sports Branch, 91 Kennington Lane, London, S .E.II. 
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4!7th Battalion Notes 
PRESENTATION OF NEW COLOURS 

On Saturday, 20th August, 1955, Field Marshal 
H.R.H. the Duke of G loucester presented New Colours 
to the Battalion at H arlaw F ield, Aberdeen, witnessed 
by a crowd of over 5,000 people. 

The Battalion having first assembled at the Bridge of 
D on, marched on to Harlaw F ield at 2. 15 p.m. to the 
Drums and Pipes playing " The Back o' Benachie." 

In the sunshine of a perfect afternoon H is Royal 
Highness was received with the Royal Salute and his 
personal standard was unfurled above the dais. 
Accompanying the Duke were Colonel W. G raham, 
M.C. , Colonel of the Regiment, and Colonel A. Milne, 
O.B.E., T.D., the Honorary Colonel. 

As the D rums and Pipes and the Regimental Band 
played in turn, His Royal Highness inspected the ranks, 
stopping on several occasions to speak to individual 
soldiers. The Military Band then played the Slow Troop 
fol lowed by the Drums and Pipes playing the Quick 
Troop. This was followed by the Old Colours being 
received by 2/Lieuts. J. R. Skene and P .M. Brodie 
Brown, a nd No. 1 Guard became escort to the Colours. 
T he Colours were then trooped through the ranks and 
then marched off parade for the last time to "Auld Lang 
Syne." 

As the Old Colours were ma rched off, drums were 
piled and the New Colours laid over them in front of 
the Battalion. After the Dedication by the Rev. J . A . 
Williamson, Assistant Chaplain General, Scottish 
Command, His Royal H ighness presented the Colours 
which were received by Lieuts. I. L. N icol and J. D . R ust. 
H is Royal Highness then addressed the Battalion a nd 
the Commanding Officer replied. 

T he New Colours were received with a General Salu te 
and marched to the centre of the Battalion. The 
Battalion then marched past is quick time and advanced 
in review order. Th is was followed by the Royal Salute, 
a nd on the order of the Commanding Officer the Battalion 
gave three cheers for His Royal Highness. 

Immediately after the Ceremony the Battalion, as 
freemen of Aberdeen, marched through the City "with 
bayonets fixed, colours flying and d rums beating," 
where large crowds saw Lord Provost Stephen take the 
salute from the steps of the Music Hall. 

In the evening the Battalion was accorded a Civic 
Reception and Ball by the Lord Provost, Magistrates 
and Town Council at the Beach Ball room, Aberdeen. 
So ended a memorable day in the life of the Battalion. 

On the fo llowing day the Old Colours were laid up in 
the War Memorial Court, and placed one on each side 
of the Book of Remembrance. They were handed over 
to the safe keeping of the C ity by Lieut.-Colonel C. Reid, 
who, as a young subaltern had originally received the 
Regimental Colour from the late Field Marshal Earl 
Roberts of Kandahar in 19 13. 

The last six months in the life of the Batta lion have 
seen much activity in ceremonial and field training, not 
to mention social functions. 

From April onwards few week-ends passed without 
one or more companies making use of the excellent 
faci lities provided by Capt. D ickie at the 47 W.E.T.C. 
Thus, by the time we ar r ived at camp the majority of 
the Battalion had fired their annual range course. 

Much preliminary work for the presentation of the 
New Colours had taken place earlier in the year. 
However, the first briefin g of the Battalion took place 
on 9th June in the form of a lecture and cloth model at 
which the intricacies of a fu ll ceremonial parade were 
explained to all ranks. 

By the R.S.M's. skilful use of ropes, the first skeleton 
parades were held at the Bridge of Don on 18th and 19th 
June, at which officers were able to show their prowess 
at sword drill and demonst rate the strength and accuracy 
of their words of command. The effort put into this 
parade was such that by the Sunday evening all guard 
commanders had lost their voice, and all had become 
left-handed drinkers with a hearty respect for the 
weight of a claymore. 

The 9th July saw the Battalion assembling at the Drill 
Halls throughout the Battalion area, and by midnight 
we were concentrated in a mist-shrouded camp at 
Bellerby on the edge of the Yorkshire Moors. The Camp 
forecast was made by one unknown soldier who was 
seen by the Commandi ng Officer shortly after arrival 
wandering, heavily laden, through the mist singing: 
" Hold my hand! I'm a stranger in Paradise". Although 
our fi fteen days' training may not have lived up entirely 
to the words of the song, it will long be remembered 
for its temperatures o f 80° in the shade and unclouded 
skies, and by some for fai ling to take warning against 
over exposure. 

Having received due warning from higher authority 
that the rehearsals fo r the Presentation of Colours 
Parade were not to be at the expense of field training, 
our Second-in-Command, soon had the Battalion 
deployed over the Caterick Training area. The climax 
to training was a 24-hour Battalion Exercise set by the 
Brigade Commander during which the Battalion deployed 
and carried out two daylight attacks supported by a 
Squadron of 7 R.T.R. , and one night attack followed 
by intensive patrolling by all companies. 

The dry weather, together with infantry tank 
co-operation, soon produced conditions reminiscent of 
the Western Desert, even down to a welcome brew-ups 
of tea fully flavoured with dust and sand. 

Despite the emphasis on tactical training, C.O's., 
Adjutants a nd R.S.M's. parades were fitted into the 
programme. 

Having nego tiated one Adjt./R.S.M. parade on a 
piece of rough country marked on the map as "Camp 
Parade Ground," arrangements were quickly made to 
use the excellent parade ground of the 65th Training 
Regiment , R .A.C. in Catterick. On three occasions, 
therefore, either before or after field training, the 
Battal ion speed ily em bussed in drill order and proceeded 
to Catterick, where the rehearsals for the Presentation 
of Colours took place. This caused considerable con
sternation to at least one draft of newly arrived R.A.C. 
recruits who thought they had reported to the wrong 
Depot on being greeted by the sound of the Drums and 
Pipes and the sight of the Battalion in drill order complete 
with Colour Party. 

T he time at Camp passed all too quickly ; buff belts 
were issued and duly blancoed, spats were fitted, kilts 
exchanged and dress in general was greatly improved, 
so that by the final parade at Catterick, the general 
turn out o f the Battalion proved that all ranks had worked 
hard to bring themselves up to the standard required 
at a ceremonial parade. 

Despite the "spit and polish" and the "rigours" of 
the training area, time was found to hold a Battalion 
Wapinschaw with incidental music provided by the 
Military Band. In addition a "liberty party" was let 
loose in Redcar, a quiet holiday resort on the Yorkshire 
coast, where from all reports a good time was enjoyed 
by all , not least by the fai rer members of the local 
community. R ichmond, Catterick and Darlington also 
provided the necessary faci lities for relaxation, not to 
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PRESENTATION OF NEW COLOURS TO 4th/7th BATTALION 

(Photos : 2, 4, 5 and 6 by Aberdeen Journals, 
Photo I by M. H. Glover, Aberdeen 
and 3 by Bon A ccord. 
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mention the Black Swan at Leyburn and the Catterick 
Bridge Hotel. 

During the period of camp we were very pleased to see 
Lieut.-General H. Murray, G.O.C.-in-C. Scottish 
Command, our Divisional Commander, Maj.-General 
J . Scott-Elliot, and also Colonel A. Milne, our Hon. 
Colonel, who has not missed a T.A. Camp since 1913, 
which must surely be a record in the annals of the T.A . 

At first light on Saturday, 23rd July, the citizens of 
Aberdeen were roused to the sound of the Drums and 
Pipes and the Battalion marching to Woolmanhill. 
The Colours were marched off parade, the Battalion 
dismissed, and within the hour peace once again reigned 
at Woolmanhill. 

The 1955 Camp will be remembered not only for the 
magnificent weather, but also for the fact that much was 
achieved and many lessons learnt. We now look forward 
to the assembly of the Battalion next year for its next 
period of annual training. 

With the conclusion of Camp, four weeks remained 
to complete the preparations for the P resentation of the 
Colours Parade. The fina l dress rehearsal took place on 
the Sunday preceding the parade, and proved that the 
standard achieved at Camp had still been retained. 
This was the only rehearsal at which the Regimental 
Military Band had taken part, and Mr. Williams and 
the band are to be congratulated on the way in which 
they quickly fitted into the parade and combined with 
our own Drums and Pipes in the various drill movements. 
Thus the stage was set for Saturday, 20th August, 1955. 

IMPRESSIONS OF A COMPANY COMMANDER 
Since the last appearance of these notes in print , so 

much activity has taken place in the Battalion and the 
Company that the mind boggles at the task of attempting 
to do justice to it a ll. Camp has come and gone and the 
New Colours have been presented, each of which would 
give enough materia l to cover two normal versions of 
these notes. 

When the rumour went round that Camp this year was 
to be in Yorkshire, all thoughts, particularly of those 
who were with us in the now far-off days of 1950, 
immediately turned to the fleshpots of Scarborough, 
where Cpl. Riley a nd others had made 
so many conquests. The word "Cat
terick .. , however, rather dampened our 
enthusiasm. In fact, although Bellerby 
Camp did not quite compare with a 
holiday at Butlin's, it is probably safe 
to say that this year's Camp proved the 
best ever, on account of the miracu
lous way in which the sun blazed down 
on us every day. Muster parade soon 
began to resemble a re-union of Alco
holics Anonymous from the number of 
gleaming red noses which shone in the 
morning light , and everyone shed about 
four layers of skin in the fortn ight. 
Every Camp nowadays seems to be more 
hectic than the last, but this year we 
were particularly busy, since, in addi
tion to the norma l training programme 
to be carried out, there were also re
hearsals for the Presentation of Col
ours, for which we drove en masse into 
Catterick and shattered the tranquil 
calm of the Armoured Corps Depot. 

Camp was a very full one this year 
for the Military Band and Pipes and 
Drums. In addition to the Battalion 

Drill Parades there were two Brigade Retreats and a 
Battalion Retreat for the Pipes and Drums. The Military 
Band had three Mess ights and the Brigade Games, 
not to ment ion a surprise lunch hour concert at the 
Battalion Rifle Meeting when Lieut. Watt deputised for 
Bandmaster Spittal with great aplomb. Both bands have 
now been fitted with umber One Dress, specially 
authorised for the Presentation of ew Colours, and 
very smart they look, although a certain drummer is 
reported to have difficulty with the disposal of his teeth 
when blowing his bugle, owing to the shortage of pocket 
accommodation. 

The fortnight on the Yorkshire Moors passed with 
extraordinary speed and the time soon came when we 
were packing up to return to Aberdeen, when in a 
normal year we would expect to exchange the sword for 
the ploughshare till the beginning of next year. This 
year, however, was rather different in view of the 
ceremony which was to take place on Harlaw Field on 
20th August. Much will already have been written of 
that day, and it is difficult to add anything further. 
Suffice it to say that it all went according to plan. For 
those who took part in the parade it was an unforgettable 
experience and a great privi lege. Since the four Guards 
making up the parade were taken from all the Battalion, 
it is not possible to pinpoint the part played by the 
Company as such, and it would be invidious to name 
individuals. It may be said, however, that it was well 
represented at all levels, and that the Battalion marched 
off the parade to the tune of the Company's March 
·'The ut Brown Maiden." 

THE ROYAL BRAEMAR GATHERING 
This year was the first time that the Drums and Pipes 

had taken part in the massed Pipe Ba nds at the Braemar 
Games. The Band had the privilege of beating Retreat 
at the conclusion of the Games. 

The Battalion Tug of War team under the expert 
guidance of R.S.M. C. Michie also had a successful day 
by beating teams from the 4th/5th Black Watch, the 
Black Watch Royal Guard and the Regimental Depot. 

This was the fi rst time that the new Tug of War 
Cha llenge Shield had been competed for, and it was 
presented to R.S. M. C. Michie by Her Majesty The 
Queen. 

THE BRAEMAR GATHERING 
The 4th/7th Battalion Tug-of-War Team. 

!Photo: The Scotsman 
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1st Battalion Notes 
Looking back over the past 

three months it would appear 
that the Battalion has spent the 
summer playing at everything 
except soldiers. As has been 
already mentioned in the previ
ous issues, the majority of the 
Battalion acted as permanent staff 
in the Territorial Camps. The 
remainder, at Redford, suppl ied 
dancers for the Edinburgh Tat
too and the usual complement of 
fatigue duties. It is unfortunate 
that we have been totally unable 
to train a single man in the duties 
of an infantry soldier during the 
only three months of hospitable 
weather offered us since our re
turn from Malaya. 

(Photo: Scott Bros. , Edinburgh 

We have, however, been hosts 
to a cosmopolitan army of musi
cians and dancers during the 
Festival period, who have come 
from most countries of the Com
monwealth to take part in the 
Tattoo. Your scribe is at this 
moment attempting to put his 
thoughts in some fo rm of order 
to the accompaniment of some 
240 pipers and drummers playing 
in glorious unison on the Square. 
It is only a matter of minutes 
now before two hundred and 

The four House Guards with the Military and Pipe Bands and the transport 
for H.M. The Queen's visit to Edinburgh, June, 1955. 

forty pipers and drummers will be dismissed a nd 
will spread themselves throughout the Barracks a nd 
practise their favourite descants, lingering lovingly on 
their own particular tooth-grinding interpretations. 
"Oh ! to be in England now that summer's here". Never 
was a truer word . . . etc. 

Following an outrageous attack on an Army establish
ment in Berkshire by a group of bog-trotters yclept the 
Irish Republican Army, all units in the British Isles were 
alerted to the threat of further vio lence. There followed 
in the ensui ng weeks immediate action drills of an 
unprecedented nature. On one night , to the sound of 

the general a larm, the Battalion 
turned out to a ma n. It was to 
the vast disappointment of the 
Security P icquet that instead of a 
desperate band of masked raiders 
storming the ammunition sto res, 
all that could be brought to hand 
was a black cat and a large sleepy 
owl , who together had inadver
tently knocked over a case of 
empties during thei r nocturnal 
perambulations. 

The spirit of the chase has 
always been in our blood. It was, 
therefore, with considerable en
thusiasm that several infant de
linquents were observed being 
chased round the orchard by the 
irate owner of Balaclava H ouse. 
ln quest of fo rbidden fruit, the 
miscreants did not consider the 
penalty offered for such unlawful 
penetration. Their parents, how
ever, were left in no doubt having 
received several minutes blister
ing comment from the maddened 
owner. On being directed to the 
Guard room they soon discovered 
the provost sergeant taking an 

(Photo : Scott Bros. , Edinburgh unusual fatherly interest in the 

Changing the Guard at Holyrood House. 
safe keeping of their little 
angels. 
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Out of the chaos a certa in amount of order was restored 
to the Battalion by the activities of the motor cycle and 
shooting teams. The latter did extremely well at the 
Lowland District Rifle Meeting, corning third in the 
Team Event. o reports have reached this office of the 
falling plates competition. l can't think why! However, 
the R.S.M. set a magnificent example by coming first 
equal in the individual , having fired a "possible" at 500 
yards. A very fine performance. The Motor Cycle trials 
of both Lowland and Highland Districts gave our 
enthusiasts in this exhilarating sport an opportunity to 
break a few more bones and live up to the standard set 
by the M.T.O. in care and maintenance. 

We are at present poised on the threshold of our 
winter training programme, which should take us 
through to March next year. lt is now widely known 
that our services are no longer required in Scottish 
Command after April but whither we go and to what end 
no-one dare predict. We understand, however, that the 
Second Black Watch are coming to Redford. " To B.G. 
or not to B.G., that is the question ... " 

OBITUARY 
lt is with deep regret that we announce the death of 

Pte. Innes, who was accidentally drowned whilst 
swimming at Stobs Camp on 12th July. To his parents 
we offer our profound sympathy on their great loss. 

HATCHES AND MATCHES 
We offer our best wishes to the following on the event 

of their marriages:-
Pte. H. Ross to Miss Margaret Coulter on lOth June, 
1955, at West Church, Armadale. 

Pte. D. Smith to Miss Gertrude Jane Bradford Beattie 
on 16th July, 1955, at Old Parish Church, Carnoustie. 

Pte. W. Paterson to Miss Jean Dunning on 9th April, 
1955, at Milton Parish Church, G lasgow. 

Pte. W. Currie to M iss Elizabeth Ann Wilson on 
16th July, 1955, at St. Mary's Manse, Selkirk. 

Pte. C. Matulevicze to Miss Catherine Mary 
McGuinness on 23rd July, 1955 at Cranston Church, 
Ford. 

Pte. A. Farquhar to Miss Jane McDonald on 22nd 
July, 1955, at Cannongate Church, Edinburgh. 

Pte. J . Smith to Miss Edith icholson on 12th August, 
1955, at Haymarket Registrar's Office. 

Pte. R. Farquhar to Miss Mary McTernan on 30th 
July, 1955, at Edinburgh Registrar's Office. 

Pte. G. Wallace to Miss Martha Frame Wilson on 
20th August, 1955, at Banchory Terran Church. 

Pte. W. Falconer to Miss Margaret Bowman on 3rd 
September, 1955, at Morningside Registrar's Office. 

We offer our congratulations to the following:-
Pte. and Mrs. McMillan on the birth of a son, John 

Patrick, on 21st July, 1955. 
L./Cpl. and Mrs. Wisdom on the birth of a daughter, 

Linda Anne on 12th July, 1955. 
Pte. and Mrs. McLeod on the birth of a daughter, 

Linda Yvonne, on 7th July, 1955. 
Pte. and Mrs. Armstrong on the birth of twin daughters, 

Anna Maria Marquardt and Elsbeth Marquardt on 
I st J une, 1955. 

L./Cpl. and Mrs. Hutcheon on the birth of a daughter, 
Valerie Ann, on I st August, 1955. 

C.S.M. and Mrs. Rodger on the birth of a daughter, 
Caron Joyce, on 17th September, 1955. 

Cpl. and Mrs. Stark on the birth of a son, Jan Gordon, 
on 17th September, 1955. 

EDINBUR GH TATTOO, 1955 
Eminent doctors have been known to say that the 

human body cannot exist without sleep. They have, I 

feel , been proved wrong by the thousand odd men who 
took part in this year's Tattoo at Edinburgh Castle. 
Myself a member of the dancing team, l noticed that 
even after I had crawled to bed, usually in the early hours, 
J pranced and cavorted through the grotesque Highland 
Flings of half-consciousness until the bugle's blast 
roused me at dawn. 

According to popular opinion, and I have out of plain 
journalistic interest kept my ear close to the public's 
mouth, the Tattoo suffered through the deletion of 
horses from the usual programme, and once or twice I 
have heard it said that the dancing item was somewhat 
brief. For myself, however, whose last visit to the Tattoo 
was made in its very early days, it was a grand spectacle 
and a great thrill to take part in, and I wouldn't have 
missed it for a fortnight's leave. 

The rehearsals which began in July were, as far as the 
dancing went, nightmare affairs that would have wrung 
the heart of any Highland Dancing Teacher and driven 
him or her to the nearest Asylum. Magically, however, 
thanks to the combined efforts of four officers and some 
members of the Pipes and D rums, a team grew up out of 
the shambles, and by the time we in the Gordons were 
joined by the other dancing representatives from the rest 
of the Highland and Lowland Brigades, the display was 
obviously going to be a success. 

Then came the arrival of our soldier brothers from the 
four corners of the Empire, and a highly interesting 
bunch they were! The Barrack Black Market opened 
almost immediately to the dandies of the Canadian 
Black Watch, in their brand new kilts and "civilised" 
shirts, and soon a flood of Canadian tobacco was 
flowing round the shadier of Redford's rooms. 

The language difficulties that might have prevented 
conversation with the Pipers and Drummers of the 8th 
Punjab Regiment were forced to the rear by the eagerness 
of the Pakistanis to make friends, and soon the paler 
members of the Tattoo were beginning even amongst 
themselves to unthinkingly converse with a great deal of 
sign-language and peculiarly clipped Engl ish. Some 
of us exchanged addresses with the Punjabis, never 
thinking of the odd situations that might develop if 
ever any of our mothers opened the door to find a large 
and incoherent Pakistani there ... 

At last came the opening night, and although nearly 
everyone had stage fright in one form or another, and 
mistakes due to the traditional " flapping" were frequent, 
the evening went well, and everyone finished tired but 
happy. With the following performances, all nerves 
were conquered, and soon everything took on the form of 
routine, broken only by the maddening long periods of 
waiting to go on, and the uncontrolled stampede to the 
cookhouse between the double performances. 

After an initial display of over stimulation, where 
various members of the Tattoo party attempted to out
glow the Royal Signals' spotlights, there were remarkably 
few unfortunate incidents, and the no-liquor rule imposed 
by the authorities became accepted. (Perhaps the unruly 
found that they could turn their ever-defiant attentions 
to the numerous W.R.A.C's. and other items of female 
attract ion housed in the Castle). 

It seems a terrible pi ty, now that all is over, one has to 
return to the normal routine of Army life. No more shall 
we wave the fingers of scorn at the Reveille's blast; not 
for another year shall we wander down to our late 
breakfasts and saunter through the Barrack gates at 
mid-day - perhaps those lucky ones who journeyed to 
Denmark will experience the same feeling of despondency 
when they return, when by that time the eleven unfortun
ates and myself will have forgotten our woes and settled 
in once more. 

To sum up, I will confide in you with the fact that I 
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can hardly wait until, an old man, l perch my grandson 
on my knee and tell him of that stirring September day 
of 1955, when we all warmed to the applause of our first 
audience. 

BATTALION APPOINTMENTS 

B ATIALION H .Q. 
Commanding O.fficer- Lieut.-Colonel J. E . G. Hay, 

D.S.O. 
Second-in-Command-Major P. W. Forbes. 
Adjutant- Capt. J . J. H. Simpson. 
President Regimental Institutes-Capt. C. M. Wolfe 

Murray. 
Regimental M edical Officer-Lieu!. J. M. Williamson, 

(R.A.M.C.) 
Chaplain- Capt. the Rev. R. Liddel, M.A., B.D., C.F. 
Assistalll Adjutant-2/Lieut. J. E. G. Allison. 
Regimental Sergeant Major- R .S.M. G. Michie. 
Bandmaster- Bandmaster W. Williams, M.B.E. 
Orderly Room Quartermaster-Setgeant- O.R.Q.M.S. 

R. S. Hay. 
Drum-Major-Drum Major L. Burlton, B.E.M. 
Pipe-Major-Pipe-Major J. Massie. 

H .Q. COMPAN Y 
Company Commander- Major G. Slater. 
Mechanical Transport Officer-Capt. M. M. Makgill 

Crichton Maitland. 
Education Officer--Capt. J. N. W right (R .A.E.C.) 
Quartermaster- Lieu!. R. B. Wilkinson. 
Messing Officer- Lieut. N. H. Cantlie. 
Administrative Officer- 2/Lieut. A. J. Henderson. 
Regimental Quartermaster-Sergeant-R.Q.M.S. G. Dunn. 
Company Sergeant-Major--C.S.M. A. Dunbar. 
Company Quartermaster-Sergeant- C. /Sgt. T. Denholm. 
M echanical Transport Sergeant- Sgt. J . Fawcett, M.M . 
Weapon Training Sergeant- Sgt. L. Ross. 

SuPPORT CoMPANY 
Company Commander-Major P. B. H ay. 
Regimental S ignal Officer-Lieu!. D. G. B. Saunders. 
Anti-Tank Platoon Commander-Lieu!. R. A. C. Linzee. 
Machine Gun Platoon Commander-Lieu!. R. D . L. 

Smart. 
Mortar Platoon Commander- Lieut. R . W. C. Murison. 
CompaNy Sergeant-Major- C .S.M. J. Rodger. 
Company Quartermaster-Sergeam- C. /Sgt. C. Martin. 
Signal Platoon Sergeant-Sgt. D. Postill. 
Anti-Tank Platoon Sergeant--Sgt. T. Brown. 
Machine Gun Platoon Sergeant- Sgt. C. Ker r. 
Mortar Platoon Sergeant- Sgt. J. Forsyth . 
Assault Pioneer Platoon Setgeant- Sgt. J. McKay. 

"A" COM PANY 
Company Commander- Major G. R. Elsmie. 
Second-in-Command- Capt. G . D unca n. 
I Platoon Commander- Lieut. M.A. Avery. 
2 Platoon Commander-2/Lieut. W. J. M. Beckwith . 
3 Platoon Commander- 2/ Lieut. W. Anderson. 
Company S ergeant-Major- C.S.M. A. MacKay. 
Company Quartermaster-Sergeant- C. /Sgt. G . Coggle. 
I Platoon Sergeant--Sgt. A. Dow. 
2 Platoon Sergeant--Sgt. A. Hyslop. 
3 Platoon Sergeant-Sgt. P. Cameron. 

" B " COMPANY 
Company Commander--Capt. J. Neish. 
Second-in-Command- Lieu!. D. C. K. Brown. 
4 Platoon Commander- Lieu!. J. A. Clarkson. 
5 Platoon Commander- 2/L ieut. B. M. M. Simpson. 
6 Platoon Commander- 2/L ieut. J. M. Gray. 
Company Sergeant-Major-C.S.M. E. Lindores, M.M. 
Company Quartermaster-Sergeant-C./Sgt. A. Taylor. 
4 Platoon Sergeant--Sgt. R. Kent. 

5 Platoon Sergeant-Sgt. G. Skene. 
6 Platoon Sergeant-Sgt. A. Heffren. 

" C" CoMPANY 
Company Commander- Major M. A. C. Stephen. 
Second-in-Command-Capt. D. H. W. Brown, M.C. 
7 Platoon Commander- 2/Lieu t. C. J. Wallis. 
8 Platoon Commander-2/Lieut. N. J. Charrington. 
9 Platoon Commander- 2/Lieut. B. G. Paton. 
Company Sergeant-Major- C.S.M. F. Tayles. 
Company Quartermaster-Sergeant- C. /Sgt. W. Stewart . 
7 Platoon Sergeant- Sgt. A. Murray. 
8 Platoon Setgeant--Sgt. G . Symon. 
9 Platoon Sergeam--Sgt. Y. Crittenden. 

" D " COMPANY 
Company Commander- Major A. T. Wilson, M.C. 
Second-in-Command- Capt. C. M. Wolfe Murray. 
10 Platoon Commander-2/Lieut. C. J. F. Dobie. 
I I Platoon Commander-Lieut. H. M. Bradshaw. 
12 Platoon Commander- 2/Lieut. I. R. McNeil. 
Company Sergealll-Major- C.S.M. J . Innes. 
Company Quartermaster-Sergeant- C. /Sgt. L. Dunn. 
10 Platoon Sergeant-Sgt. I. T hatcher. 
I I Platoon Setgeant- Sgt. R. Gordon. 
12 Platoon Sergeant-Sgt. G. Wilkie. 

" A" COMPANY 
The Company returned from Stobs o n lOth September, 

and went d irectly on leave. D uring the summer spent in 
the Borders a draft of some thirty men have joined ; 
these we welcome to the fold. 

Our Barrack rooms and lines have been occupied until 
recently by the various performers in the Edinburgh 
Tattoo including the Black Watch of Canada and pipers 
o f the I rish Brigade. 

Capt. Neish, Lieut. Avery and some twelve men have 
gone to Copenhagen with the Tattoo and we know to 
our envy that they are having a magnificent holiday. 
It is hoped that the strain of Camp Adjutant, Ch ief 
Marshal and one month's leave will not be too much for 
Capt. Neish's delicate constitution. We bid him farewell 
on taking over " B" Company. 

C.S.M. Mackay has gone to the Depot ; he will leave 
a big gap. With him and his family go our best wishes. 
C.Q.M .S. Denholm after a sho rt stay in H.Q. Company 
returns as C.S.M. and Sgt. Coggle has been promoted 
C.Q.M.S. having been at Eaton Ha ll for a few months. 

Capt. Duncan after six years in the jungle has emerged 
and is now second-in-command. The postings of 
Capt. N eish and Busty Mackay have allowed room for 
this appointment. 

We congratulate P te. Farquhar and Pte. Matulevicze 
on their recent marriages and at the time o f going to 
press Sgt. Cameron is quaking at the altar rails. 

Thanks to some hard, keen work and some coercion 
by Cpl. Delaney and 44 (Bleuy) Christie we managed to 
enter a fai r number for the novices boxing including 
2/Lieut. Beckwith . 

When a ll have retu rned from leave, courses, etc. it 
is hoped that the Company will be seen at full strength 
in the Boxing R ing and on the Football Field. 

" B" COMPANY 
As reported in our last notes "B" Company kept her 

date with the School C.C.F.s at Buddon Camp and 
acquitted herself well in the many ensuing difficulties. 
Such schools as Fettes and Merchiston Castle and even 
Campbell's College from Northern Ireland were amongst 
our guests. T he weather for a lmost the whole time was 
excellent and being on the coast after duty hours were 
spent by many in the idle beach combing. There were 
of co urse, some, not recorded by na me in Company 
Records who suffered with courageous silence the 
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terrible afflict ions of burnt and stinging flesh. I t was 
thought from outward appearances that the cadets 
enjoyed themselves at their sojourn at Buddon, judging 
from the number of empty beer bottles and cigarette 
stubs removed from the waste bins each morning. Of 
course this freedom of movement was helped by the 
large gap left in lines one a nd two of the tents by the 
officer i/c tents a nd his trusty fo llowers- but possibly 
this was intent iona l. In any event judging from a letter 
received from the Fettes detachment commander at 
least one School was "eternally indebted" to "B" 
Company, 1st Bn. The Gordon Highlanders. 

Having arrived back in Edinburgh looking as though 
we were Errol Mac F lynn and his brothers returning 
from location in the African set and Pinewood Studios, 
we settled down once again to Battalion routine. 

At the time of writing we are engaged in the Novices' 
Boxing Competition and it is really quite interesting to 
note the number of different coloured faces which turn 
up on parade. otwithstanding the pummelling obviously 
received by certain individuals we seem to be holding 
our own and reports will be g iven in the next issue. On 
5th October, Ptes. Slavin and Davidson go down to 
Aldershot for the Army Individuals and we wish them 
luck in their pugilistic venture. 

T he Company is now about to start the Winter 
T raining Period and we are hoping that there will be a 
hundred per cent success in our individual efforts. 

As usual there have been a certain number of changes, 
with members leaving us for civilian life and others 
joining. Of course we are sorry to see the former depart 
and glad to see the latter arrive but in Army life these 
changes are inevitable. C.S.M. Lindores has rejoined us 
from a drill course at Pirbright which it is obvious has 
increased his respect for the Guards. 2/ Lieut. B. M. M. 
Simpson is to be welcomed as a new addi tion from 
Sandhurst and 2/Lieut. J. M. Gray has rejoined us from 
Dallachy T.A. Camp. Finally we a re extremely sorry to 
lose Capt. M. H . Burge who has departed to the happy 
realms of married life prior to his taking over as P.R.I. 
We offer him our congratulat ions. 
4 PLAfOON 

We have been unable to perfo rm many fea ts of "daring
do'' as a platoon since we have been engaged on so many 
administrative duties. A t Buddon C.C.F. we enjoyed 
our stay during a spell of really fine weather and even 
some of us are still peeling. 

During the Novices· Boxing we have kept our heads 
well up and our chins to the fo re, which often got in 

the way. But we must congratulate Pte. Smith for getting 
into the finals and getting married as well. 

Cpl. McRitchie and L./Cpl. Wallace have both 
succeeded to a tape apiece and we hope that they will 
ascend to new and dizzier heights in a short time. 

We welcome all our new members a nd hope they will 
enjoy their stay and that after our Winter Training is 
over they will be ready for service anywhere. 
5 PLATOON 

The Quarter has seen many changes in the platoon. 
2/ Lieut. Bates left us to go on a Parachute Course and 
then demo b.; we wish him a happy landing in Civvy 
Street. We welcome 2/Lieut. Simpson as our new platoon 
commander also Ptes. Stanley, Buchan, Grant, Yeoman, 
Ritchie and Gordon who have recently joined us from 
the D epot and from the Camerons, Ptes. Butler, 
McNaughton, Brandon and McPhee. 

In Ju ly a nd August the majority of the platoon went 
along with the Company to Buddon to do Adm. Duties 
for the Cadets. Although we were busy keeping the 
Cadets happy we managed to get a few days swimming 
and the footballs received plenty of work after duties. 

On our ret urn to Redford we all received a welcome 
period of leave. On return ten men entered for the 

ovices' Boxing and although none got through to the 
fina ls they put up some very creditable shows. 

An unhappy incident marred our last quarter when 
Ptes. Stanley and Brandon received severe injuries in an 
accident whilst travelling to play football for the 
Company. We wish them a speedy recovery and hope 
they will soon be back with us. 

We are now starting our training again a nd we are 
looking forwa rd to playing our share in retaining the 
Company Championship Shield. 
6 PLATOON 

Having taken part in the smoothly run Cadet Camp 
at Buddon during a very fine period of weather we 
returned to Redford. 

Since Buddon we have received no new members to 
the platoon but we would like to congratulate Sgt. Stone, 
Cpl. McAIIan a nd L./Cpl. Slade on their promotions. 
At the same time we say farewell to Cpl. McAIIan 
so soon after his promotion, since he his returning to 
civilian life. We wish him luck. 

The platoon has done very well in the sports line 
having been unbeaten by 4 and 5 Platoons at football . 
As a point of interest we have not played 4 Platoon but 
we feel the result is a foregone conclusion. We would 
like to congratulate Ptes. " Baldy" Stuart and Stratford 
on reaching the finals of the Novices' Boxing Competition 

and also the rest of the punchers 
who helped to uphold the name 
of 6 Platoon. 

''C'' COMPANY 

(Photo : Wilson Groat, Edinburgh 

This summer we have put our 
hands to something new again, in 
a spot quite remote from Red
ford Barracks. We made our way 
up to Fort George, there to pro
vide the permanent staff for a 
C.C.F. Camp, all ranks doing 
strange jobs. Some of us even 
found ourselves wearing new and 
exciting badges of rank. The com
pany commander rose to the 
dizzy heights of Lieut.-Colonel, 
we borrowed Lieut. Linzee from 
Support Company as Adjutant, 
and Lieut. Gordon as Quarter
master. C.S. M. Tayles became 
R.S.M., a nd Sgt. Forsyth, also 

" B" COMPAJ'\'Y 
Champion Company, May, 1955 
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from Support Company, was R.Q.M.S. Our stay was for 
about six weeks all told, and entailed a continuous 
round of shifting beds, cleaning barrack rooms a nd 
other chores. Nevertheless most of us enjoyed our stay 
in the far North, more especially as we were on our own 
and not afflicted with the eternal bogey of Duty Company. 
It was quite a change to be surrounded by the patter of 
tiny feet and to hear words of command piped in a 
piercing treble; and we were most impressed by the 
keenness of the cadets. We were, however, somewhat 
surprised at the strange songs that were sung on occasions, 
and even some of our most hardened Jocks were to be 
seen with their eyes standing out like organ stops. 
Quite a few of us seem to have made a goodish impression 
in those parts, if the attendance at the loca l dances is 
anything to go by. 

We had a number of distinguished visitors during the 
course of our stay, including the G.O.C. Highland 
District and the Chief of Staff, Scottish Command and 
his deputy, both Gordon Highlanders, also Brigadier 
C. N. P. Richardson, D.S.O., Deputy Commander, 
Lowland District. 

Meanwhile C./Sgt. Stewart was carrying on faithfully 
at Redford during our absence, holding the fo rt and 
looking after our kit. Since returning, many o ld faces 
seem to have trickled away to the doubtful pleasures 
of civilian life, while we welcome just as ma ny new 
arrivals. The Company Commander is, a t the time of 
writing, grinding his way up the hills at Warminster on a 
course; and as for Capt. Brown, the only news we hear 
from him is of bigger and better salmon that may or 
may not have made their way into his creel. The fate 
of the Company rests in the hands of Lieut. Linzee, who 
is still with us until the return of Major Stephen. 

We are sorry to report that C.S.M. Tayles has been in 
hospital with a recurrence of amoebic dysentery from 
Malaya, but we suppose that is the penalty for having 
oak leaves on our G.S. Medals. We wish him a speedy 
recovery and a quick retu rn to us. In the meanwhile 
Sgt. Crittenden is adequately holding the fort , a nd 
grappling with all our problems. L./Cpl. Whiteford 
has taken over the onerous duties of Company Clerk 
from L./Cpl. Edwards a nd lives in a state of being 
sr.owed under by a sea of paper. 
7 PLATOON 

Since last quarter we have spent most of o ur time 
staffing the C.C.F. Camp at Fort George. The fine 
weather made the fort quite inhabitable and most of us 
enjoyed our stay there. It was something, we felt, to 
show the Flag in a new area and, if the " Fan mail" that 
some of the Platoon has been getting, since ou r return, 
is anything to go by, we must have been fairly popular. 
Fire fighting on the training area became one of our 
hobbies - but not o ne which we are particularly anxious 
to keep up. 

Since our arrival back in Redford Barracks, Leave 
Parties have been coming and going, so it is now three 
months since we have been on parade as a platoon. 
Anyone not on leave is snapped up for duties in con
nection with the Tattoo. 

We would like to say ·'Goodbye and all the best" to 
2/Lieut. Walker, Cpl. Robertson and Pte. "Ginger" 
McLaughlin, who have left us o n release; and to Sgt. 
Girting who has gone to ensure the smooth running 
of the Officers' Mess. 

On the credit side we have gained 2/Lieut. Wallis 
from that mysterious place, Eaton Hall , Sgt. Murray has 
joined us f rom Stobs and Ptes. Forbes, Smith 43, Petrie, 
Ritchie and Skea from the Depot. We hope that their 
stay with us will be a happy one. 

Finally, we offer our congratulations to Cpl. Philp on 
getting his "Second". 

8 PLATOON 
Most of our time this quarter has been spent in 

enjoying the sunshine and other such pastimes of Fort 
George. While we were there we had a number of 
cricket and football matches against the teams round 
about, our main rivals being the Depot Seaforth whom 
we beat in every game. There was no lack of entertain
ment in spite of Fort George being so fa r from 
civilisation, fo r with such characters as "Zero" and 
"Ginger" in the platoon no other entertainment was 
necessary. 

Things have quietened down considerably since our 
return to Redford, a nd the platoon have now settled in 
after enjoying a short spell o f leave. The main topic 
for discussio n just now is " What will the platoon be 
doing this coming winter ?" The majority say that we 
will be seeing plenty of the hills between Dreghorn and 
Castlelaw Ra nges. 

Since the last issue we have lost 2/Lieut. Stansfeld, 
Cpl. Forbes and Pte. Fulton to civilian life, and with 
them go our best wishes fo r success. 

We welcome to the platoon 2/Lieut. Charrington, 
Ptes. Milton and Richardson from the 1st Camerons, 
Ptes. M ilne, Morrison, Scorgie and Thorpe from the 
Depot. 
9 P LATOON 

Since the return from Barry at the end of April, 
9 Platoon spent about six weeks at Redford on the 
inevitable fatigues and so-called " General Duties", 
and then moved to Fort George with the remainder of 
the Company in the middle of June. 

At Fort George we were merged into an administrative 
party a nd came under the heading of just "C" Company, 
Sergeant C rittenden procured himself a job which 
allowed him plenty o f transport a nd he managed at 
last to grow fat drinking cadets' milk. 

We offer our congratulations to L./Cpls. Wright and 
Keedens on their promotions, and welcome Scott, 
Symon, D eeley and Sutherland to the platoon from the 
Bridge of Don. Campbell was with us for rather less 
than 24 hours, before the " powers-that-be" realised that 
another pay clerk was required. 

We have had to say goodbye to Cpl. Cossar, 
commandeered by the Quartermaster's staff, Kerr and 
Park on demob. and Scott who has left us for a sho rt 
stay in Aberdeen. 

SUPPORT COMPANY 
CAMP APPOINTMENTS 
Commandant- Lieut.-Colonel P. B. Hay. 
Adjutant- Capt. D. H. W. Brown. 
Quartermaster- Major A. Chisholm, Camerons. 
O.C. No. 8 Vehicle Pooi- Lieut. R. W. C. Murison. 
Messing O.fficer- 2/Lieut. J. M. Gray. 
R egimental Sergeam-Major- R.S.M. I. Rodger. 
Regimental Quartermaster-Sergeant- C./Sgt. A. Martin . 
Orderly Room Sergeant--Sgt. C. Kerr. 
Provost Sergeant--Sgt. H. McDonald. 
Motor Transport Corporai-Cpl. D. Quinney. 

Da llachy Camp is on a disused aerodrome near Spey 
Bay, on the Morayshire Coast. It was here that the 
majority of Support Company spent the summer, as 
the Camp Permanent Staff. The living conditions were 
fairly hard, but the weather was glorious, which helped 
matters a great deal. T he nearest metropolis was Buckie, 
which proved an attraction to the Jocks. 

In the fi rst week this derilect camp took shape under 
the eye of the Adjutant and Regimental Sergeant-Major. 
It d id not take the locals long to realise that they were 
denied the playground of the airfield, although some 
were persistent. There was a continual shuttle of stores 
o f every description over the half mile between the 
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railway station and the camp. The Quartermaster's 
Staff worked hard and late. 

Gradually the detachments from the Corps arrived. 
An R.A.O.C. detachment with Sgt. Jones for the 
Quartermaster's Technical Stores; a R.E.M.E. detach
ment with S./Sgt. Baggott; a nd another R .A.O.C. 
detachment with S./Sgt. Dodson a nd Sgt. Sowerby, 
which formed the personnel of No. 8 Vehicle Pool. 
Two R .A.S.C. ration storemen a rrived to look after the 
petrol accounts, to which task they were quickly 
converted. The R.A.M.C. set up a M.R.S. in the o ld 
parachute oacking build ing. 

In the four weeks before the a rrival of the fi rst 
Territo rial Army Uni ts, a great deal had to be done. 
There was the large task of erecting the tents fo r the 
Territorial Army Units, which employed most of the 
Gordons. The weather was kind, but strong winds on 
some occasions were troublesome. T he training areas 
had to be recced and orders written. The sto res fo r issue 
to the Territo rial Army continued to arrive, much of 
which were never used. Convoys of vehicles a rrived 
almost every day over this period, sometimes in an 
extraordinary way and a lmost always a t most incon
venient times. The rail strike led to a great deal of 
dis-organisation in the general planning of the camp. A 
good many stores arrived late at night by road, and had 
to be unloaded immediately. The sudden end of the 
rail strike prevented the cancelling of the fi rst fo rtnight's 
Territoria l Army Camps by only a few hours. 

At the end of June the 4/5th Battalion Royal Scots 
Fusiliers, 264 Beach Brigade Signals Squadron and 
Provost Company arrived at D allachy. These units 
were severely under strength owing to the repercussions 
from the rail strike. It was about this time, that it was 
decided that Headquarters, 5 1st Division would do 
their Territorial Army Camp at Pinefield, E lgin, which 
was fourteen miles away. This resulted in the a rrival 
of many more stores for issue to the units of this Divisional 
Headquarters. The increase in the number of vehicles, 
mainly wireless and office trucks and caravans, brought 
the tota l in the vehicle pool to 383. In the first half of 
July, the 8th Battalion Royal Sco ts were the only unit 
at D allachy. They were fo llowed by the 6/7th Battalion 
Ca meronians and Headquarters, 51st D ivision. 51 st 
Divisional Column, R.A.S.C. formed the last Territorial 
Army Camp, which ended on 13th August. 

The for tnightly changes of the Territorial Army were 
periods of violent activity. The Quartermaster and his 
staff had a trying time with mass issues and receipts. 
D uring almost the whole of this period, the Vehicle Pool 
J:ersonnel were working long hou rs, sometimes from 
7 a .m. until I 0 o 'clock a t night. At the end of two camps, 
there was a turnover of almost four hundred vehicles. 
Each vehicle being crawled over by a R.E.M.E. team, 
a nd then passing through the R. A.O.C. kit stores, 
before being cleared by maintenance from the Tecalemit 
trailer. Work conti nued over the week-ends; the 
R.E.M.E. did pa rticula rly well in keeping the flow of 
vehicles going. At one point 800 to 900 ga llons of petrol 
were being d rawn daily. Support Company during the 
time the Territorial A rmy were at D allachy, fulfi lled 
security ro les. A sma ll number became Regimental 
Police, the remainder fo rming the 24 hour guard on the 
vehicle pa rk and other picquets. 

This summer's weather made life at Dallachy quite 
pleasant a nd Morayshi re had some of the highest 
temperatures, but it also led to big fi res in the training 
area. The Commandant and Regimenta l Sergeant-Major 
achieved more in quell ing one of these fi res tha n an 
entire Company of the Territorial Army on one occasion. 

I t was not until September 20th that the Camp 
could be fina lly closed a nd the Permanent Staff dispersed. 

The checking and dispatching of stores took time. It 
took four weeks fo r R.E.M.E. Central Inspectorate to 
check the vehicles and for them to be conveyed to 
vehicle depots at Georgetown, Manchester a nd 
Middlesex. Sgt. McDonald drove in and controlled a 
number of these convoys. 

Visitors to Dallachy during the summer included the 
G .Os.C. H ighland and Lowland D istricts, Brigadier, 
The Earl of Caithness, Deputy Comma nder Highland 
District, Colonel W. J . G raham, M.C. ; Colonel of the 
Regiment, Lieut.-Colonels J. E. G. Hay, D .S.O.; 
M. H. H . Du Boulay, M.C.; R. W. Petrie, M.C. ; I . K. 
Will , M.C., T.D.; Capt. Brown from the Depot and 
Capts. Simpson and Durbin, the Reverend R. Liddel 
and Lieut. Saunders from the Battalion. 

SIGNAL PLATOON 
During the last quarter we were able to train a draft 

of 20 recruits from the Depot. As most of the platoon 
were employed on T.A. camp exchanges o r dancing 
in the reels fo r the Edinburgh Tattoo our task of being 
able to concentrate on a cadre was made all the more 
easy. A great deal of hard work was done and the 
classification results of 100 per cent passes shows 
considerable cred it on the members of the cadre. Ptes. 
Rennie, McKenzie and Badger are to be particularly 
congra tulated on their high standard of efficiency. 

For the last two weeks of this quarter excitement in 
the resul ts of the Novices' Boxing Competition has 
reigned supreme. Of our entrants Ptes. Rennie and 
McKenzie reached the finals, Cpl. Perie the semi-finals 
a nd Ptes. Purves and Simpson showed their pugilistic 
tendencies in earlier rounds. T he finals are not until 
9th October, 1955. A very good show. 

We were indeed sorry to see Cpls. Pollner and Rainn 
leave us last month, in spite of the fact that the latter 
nearly changed his mind on the last day. The best of 
luck to you both and we hope to see you back again soon. 
Cpl. Pirie rejoined us after a successful R.S.I. course at 
Hythe. He has many new ideas and quotes all the new 
changes in procedure which should be useful in bringing 
us up to date. F inally our congratulations go to our 
one and only Sgt. Gavin on his recent promotion. May 
he remain in office for many moons to come. 

H .Q . COMPANY 
A few months ago we welcomed Major A. T . Wilson, 

M.C. to the Company and hoped that his stay with us 
would be a long a nd happy one. Tt may have been happy 
but certainly it was not long before he was whisked 
away a t the end of July to take over " D" Company. 

The best wishes of all ranks go with him in his new 
appointment. As O.C. , H .Q. Company we now welcome 
Major G. Slater who has come to us from West Afnca . 
A ll ranks of the Company hope his stay will be a long 
and happy one and that he finds the running of H.Q. 
Company compares favourably with the "wild and 
woolly" na tive troops he has worked with recently. 

A great many changes in the appointments and 
employments within the Company have taken place 
during the quarter. 

Our Q .M. is now Lieut. Wilkinson ; M.T.O. - Lieut. 
R. D. L. Smart (takes over on retu rn from course); 
S.I.M. - Sgt. Ross; Officers' Mess Sgt. - Sgt. Girting; 
Sgts'. Mess Caterer - Sgt. H yslop ; M.T. Sgt. - Sgt. 
F awcett, M.M.; Provost Sgt. - Sgt. Gammie. During 
Ju ly - August the Pipe Band, Military Band and a 
number of personnel selected as Highland Dancers took 
part in the Edinburgh Tattoo Rehearsals and in the 
Tattoo itself. By a ll reports they did very well and at 
present are in D enmark performing in the Tattoo at 
Copenhagen. No doubt on their return to Redford we 
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will have to listen to many and varied stories of their 
short sojourn in the land of milk, cheese, bacon, eggs 
and fai r maidens. 

The Inter-Company Novices' Boxing Competition, 
eliminating rounds have just been held and although 
half the Company are detached we were able to produce 
a very good team, which, fo r vo lunteers, did very well 
with no training at all. Although all our boxers were 
eliminated in the quarter finals we take this opportunity 
of saying: "Thank you" to all members of our Company 
team, and it was a great pleasure to see the grand fights 
you put up to keep the Company's name well up in this 
Competition. 

With a ll the Battalion more o r less back in Redford 
from their T.A. Summer Camps we are settling down 
once more and a great effort must be made in the next 
few months to get a bit of useful tra ining done and the 
Annual 'Rifle and L.M.G. Course fired before the end of 
the financial year overtakes us. A few members of the 
Company are swotting ha rd for the A.C.E. , 1st Class 
Examination which is being held during October, 1955. 
Tt is rumoured that one, namely " Desperate Dan" made 
himself positively ill through too much hard study and 
to console himself took to studying " Animal Life," 
i.e., a beautiful "Tabby" cat and the birth of her five 
kittens. Congratulations to C./Sgt. Denholm on his 
promotion to W.O.II. and our good wishes go with him 
when he leaves us for " A" Company. In his place we 
welcome C./Sgt. Dunn from " D'' Company a nd hope 
that he will soon settle down in the Company even though 
his feet did get a bit tired and weary by the time he 
checked all the accommodation stores, etc. Keep your 
peeker up, Les, it's really not so bad as it looks, and 
you' ll aye manage to take time off for your "courting", 
as Wilfred Pickles would say. As Bandmaster Wi ll iams 
has decided to seek his fortunes elsewhere we would like 
to welcome his successor, Mr. Ford , recently posted in. 
We know he finds the wearing of the kilt a triAe emba rras
sing, but if he stays with the Regiment as long as Band
master Williams has done he won't be afraid to tell anyone 
what he wears underneath it. Sgt. Charles is at present 
in hospital at Cowglen and a ll ranks of the Company 
wish him a speedy recovery from his illness. 

During the quarter a great many have left us for civil 
life or have been posted elsewhere and a lot of new faces 
have appeared in the Company. To those who have 

14 Ll'IYS C.B. 

left us the best of luck wherever 
you may be and to those who 
have joined us may your stay be 
a long and happy one. 

M.T. SECTION 
As time goes on the drivers are 

getting to know everyone elses' 
barracks almost as well as their 
own. They take a considerable 
part in the military fetch and carry 
trade in the Edinburgh area, and 
at week-ends the trucks have been 
busy taking the T.A. and Cadets 
to their week-end camps. 

But L./Cpl. Knox, Ptes. 
Cheyne, Douglas, Fraser, Smith 
65 and French chose to try some
thing more strenuous and gave 
up driving for Tug of War. They 
could be seen all day, every day 
pulling a large iron tug higher 
and higher up the hoist behind 
the M.T . Office. They pulled their 
way as far as Aldershot, where 
they were eventually " pulled". 

Edinburgh traffic was too much for Ptes. Cormack, 
Newlands and Morrison who chose to take part in the 
"Thirty-twosome" on the Esplanade. 

We entered two teams for the Lowland District 
Motor-Cycle Tria ls; Cpl. Dawson, Ptes. Thorn and Smith 
65 as one team and Pte. Smith 0 1 with Cpl. Mulley, 
who forsook his Post Office, and Cpl. Will of the 
Regimental Police as the other. Regrettably neither 
team succeeded in completing the course, due largely 
to a long, hard cross-country section. But both Cpl. 
D awson a nd Pte. Smith 01 received meda ls for being 
among the first fifteen and Pte. Thorn, competing in 
his first trials, came in with the second fifteen. Now 
Cpls. Dawson, Will and Pte. Smith 01 go to compete in 
the Highland District Trials. 

Sgt. Fawcett, M.M. has rejoined the Regiment and is 
now at the M.T. School prior to becoming M.T. Sgt. 
Cpl. Stark who came from the School of Infantry has 
been acting as M.T. Sergeant. L./Cpl. Byers has arrived 
from the London Scottish. The Unit Workshops is now 
run by Sgt. Reynols. The other M.T. N.C.O's. are 
Cpls. Allan, Davidson, Dawson and Johnstone, L./Cpls. 
Knox, Walker and Waters. 

QUARTERMASTER'S STAFF 
Once more it is time to put pen to paper and record 

the happenings of the past three months, although it 
doesn't seem that long since the last chronicle. 

The main event of the quarter has been the Tattoo, 
a word breathed rat her than spoken in the presence of 
the Quartermaster, due to the fact that half of his staff 
kept di sappearing just when he usually needed them 
most, and Messrs. Cooney, Sneddon and Stewart could 
be seen tripping the light fantastic in the form of 
'32'somes'. In addition there have been hundreds of 
welcome strangers, from all units of the Commonwealth, 
all absorbed into the Batta lion, Pro Temps. Observing 
the ebb and Aow of ration returns from this Department 
old and well beloved works like Ghee, Chi ppattees and 
Charpoy can be seen once more due to the presence of 
the 8th Punjab Regiment, a nd certai n old soldiers on the 
Staff have been heard to say, •· ow we will get some 
proper curry." All our guests will soon be away as they 
a re due in Copenhagen on 22nd - 23rd September, 
where it is reported that the Carlsberg Breweries are to 
have an open season for them. 
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The Department is fast descending to ground level, 
after the turmoil of hand-over tetween Capt. Kernahan 
and Lieut. Wilkinson. We have said a regretful farewell 
to Capt. Kernahan who has left us to join the Depot at 
Aberdeen, but we extend a hearty welcome to Lieut. 
Wil kinson, who has taken over the trials and tribulations 
that are the Quartermaster's lot. Most of the o lder 
members of the Battalion well remember Lieut. Wilkinson 
as Regimental Sergeant-Major and the admonition of 
"Heel, Toe". 

Not a quarter goes by, but that we have changes over, 
due partly to demob. , Regu lar and National Service, or 
partly to re-organisation. This quarter has been more 
thorough than usual. The Sanitation Squad has changed 
hands once more, Cpl. Leiper has returned to the fold, 
and Cpl. Cruickshanks is leaving us to go on E.R.E. to 
Warminster as Corporal Ration Storeman. 

Sgt. Stephenson takes over from C./Sgt. Norman 
McKay who, we regret to say, leaves us to go to civvy 
street, for a rest so he says, and it is with all sincerity 
that we say "best of luck, Norman". 

Married families administration has been taken over 
by the Civil Service, in the persons of Mr. Hume, Mr. 
Stephens and Mr. Stewart (who is an ex-Gordon himself). 
May their stay with the Battalion be a happy one. 

Pte. Hanson has joined us as Accommodation Store
man (M.F.) to replace Pte. Cooney who has decided to 
change his abode to H .Q. Company Stores. 

Cpl. Cossor, to whom go our best wishes on his 
wedding, has taken over from Cpl. Robertson , 
(Demobted) in the Clothing Store, and almost 
immediately left on his hone)moon. 

Pte. Dunlop, also joins us as a clerk, and a welcome 
increase to the Nerve or ervous Centre of the 
Department. · 

Pte. Barclay 93 has left us to go to the R.E.M.E. as 
an Armourer's Assistant. We wish him every success. 

To those who have joined we extend a hearty welcome, 
and hope that their stay will be long and pleasant, and 
to those who have left us for civvy street, or other 
employments, we ·wish you every success. 

MILITARY BAND 
On going to press, we will be, once again, sailing the 

high seas bound for "wonderful, wonderful Copenhagen" 
after a busy and successful summer season of engage
ments. 

Firstly, visits to our usual strongholds were always 
a great success, namely, Hyde Park (London), Tunbridge 
Wells (Kent) and Plymouth, where we performed for a 
fortnight. 

The weather was very kind to us this year for a change, 
and enabled us to show our versa tility to the highest 
degree. We still wonder if "Dougie Thow" got over his 
sea sickness, after being marooned en top of a table in 
the stores in Tunbridge Wells, till all hours of the n ight 
during a severe storm. Happy sailing to Denmark 
Doug, you lucky person. 

As per last year, the Edinburgh Tattoo once again 
claimed our services, and the duties appointed to us 
were carried out in the usual efficient manner befitting 
the Military Band. 

Owing to the busy season, sport has been sketchy ; 
the most worthy of note being football matches against 
personnel taking part in the Tattoo. The hangi ng up 
of foo tball boots, (due to age, fibros itis, or barracking 
from the touchline) is quite a mil itary d itty, but for one 
over the 40 mark to have his foo tball boots re-studded 
is really something - keep up the good work Doug. 

We have said goodbye to our popular band President, 
Major A. T. Wilson, M.C., and welcome in his place 

Major G. Slater, the latter should be quite an expert at 
drumming as he has come from West Africa. 

I t will be with much regret that we will shortly be 
saying goodbye to our popular and much thought-of 
Bandmaster, Mr. W. Williams, M.B.E., A.R.C.M. Mr. 
Williams was appointed bandmaster to the Regiment in 
.1938. Since then his popularity with all ranks has known 
no bounds. His energy and lively spirit have been a good 
example to all wbo have had the privilege to serve under 
him. We wish him and his good lady Au revoir and good 
luck on his new appointment to Bandmaster, The 
Highland Brigade. 

On the other side of the scales, we welcome our new 
Bandmaster, Mr. Ford, and wish him all success and 
happiness in his new sphere. Meantime, his "conversion 
course" from York and Lancaster to Gordon is well in 
hand, with the assistance of the Band President. 

BANDMASTER WILLIAMS 
Bandmaster Williams became Bandmaster of the I st 

Battalion sixteen years ago. Since then the high standard 
of musical proficiency attained by the Band has always 
been assured by his native talent, the patient tuition of 
his pupils, his untiring efforts in rehearsal a nd his ability 
to infuse into his Bandsmen some of his own lively 
enthusiasm and earnest pride of purpose. 

Duties arising from Ceremonial Parades, Guards of 
Honour, charity concerts and Tattoos have all been 
d ischarged as a matter of course, but scarcely ever without 
a tribute from those responsible for the organisation 
who sought to express their appreciation of Bandmaster 
Williams' clear sightedness, firm approach, organising 
ability and natural disposition to accept responsibility. 

Within the Battalion Bandmaster Williams encouraged 
his men, with conspicuous success, to take part in every 

Bandmaster W. Williams, M.B.E. 
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available form of sport. His insistence upon will ingness, 
cheerfulness and faultless turnout placed the Band in 
an unusually important relationship to the esprit de corps 
of the Battalion. 

Inspired by the impeccable example of their Band
master and tempered by his inate sense of justice and 
discipline, the men who, under his comma nd, toured 
widely in Britain, Western Europe and Malaya have 
always proved to be a source of satisfaction to their 
Regiment and a credi t to their Service. 

H is clear sighted , forthright approach to his superiors 
and his fi rm but sympathetic handling of his subordinates 
set him high in the ranks as a so ldier. His success as a 
Bandmaster has been endorsed by the number of engage
ments undertaken by the Band but, as countless unwritten 
and verbal reports testify , it is in the role of ambassador 
for his Regiment, his Service and his Country that 
Bandmaster Williams will best be remembered by the 
people of many countries with whom he has come into 
contact. 

DRUMS AND PIPES 
During the "Quarter under Audit" the D rums and 

Pipes have been busy indeed. It is, however, encouraging 
to feel that our efforts have not gone unnoticed. "Those 
busy bees . . " has been the sincere commendation of 
more than one senior officer as, in the company with some 
hundred others of our ilk from many lands, we have 
swung past his office window for the twentieth time 
of a morning to the strains of that fine air from the Glens 
of Pakistan "There's a boy across the water etc ... . 
but, alas, I cannot swim." 

This, though, was towards the end of a hardworking 
season, when we were practising for the Edinburgh 
Tattoo as the mainstay of the Commonwealth Pipe 
Band. Before this and since our last notes we have been 
successful in obtaining a good number of important 
public engagements which have been fitted in to our 
equally imposing programme of what are known as 
" Military Commitments". 

Engagements have included the Cambridgeshire and 
Isle of Ely Agricultural Show at Cambridge, The Royal 
Highland and Agricultura l Society Show at Edinburgh, 
The Royal Northern Agricultural Society County Show 
at Aberdeen, a week in the Aberdeen Parks, many 
appearances in Princes Street Gardens, Edinburgh, on 
the Castle Esplanade, at Gleneagles Hotel and finally 
the Edinburgh and Copenhagen Tattoos. 

Our " Military Commitments" have, in addition to 
normal ceremonial duties, taken in the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, the Installation of the 
Governor of Edinburgh Castle, the Guard of Honour 
for the arrival of H er Majesty the Queen at the Palace 
of Holyrood House, the daily Ceremonial Guard 
Changing at the Palace a nd the provision at a very short 
notice of ten pipers to play at Her Majesty's di nner 
table. This latter event caused something of a flutter 
in the Pipe President's Department due to a shortage 
of the appropriate foot and leg wear. In the end we 
equipped ourselves with buckled shoes kindly loaned by 
the Edinburgh Police Band. As a result, a new march 
is now in course of composition. It is entitled "The 
Weerin' o' the muckle buckled beets." T he tune is an 
adaption of the "Skaters' Waltz." 

One of our final performances before settling down to 
Tattoo Rehearsals was aboard the United States 
Battleship U.S.S. Wisconsin. Retreat sets were played 
on the Quarter Deck and Cpls. Wray and Fleucher gave 
a display of the Ghille Callum. History repeats itself; 
for exactly twenty years ago the 1st Battalion then at 
Redford similarly entertained the U.S.S. Arkansas and 
U.S.S. Wyoming. These two ships a few weeks later 
visited Gibraltar where the 2nd Battalion d id likewise. 

Nevertheless, it is probably the first time, due to our 
mislaying a member on departure, that loud hailers 
th roughout a United States man-o-war have nasally 
exhorted "Drummer McSpatstraps of the Gordon 
H ighlanders Regiment lay aft to the starboard gangway!" 

We are pleased to report that there are signs of our 
grace notes and paradiddles have penetrated beyond the 
bounds of our present parish. The indications of this 
are that we have been asked to provide some eleven 
Pipers and two Drummers for New Year's Eve 
celebrations a t the Savoy, Berkeley and Claridges 
Hotels in London . This will be quite a change from the 
Seremban Club or Hillie's Yaird. 

It is a pity that by then and before the Battalion moves, 
a few more of us will have joined the procession into 
civil life. These include Fraser from Lumphanan's Brae 
and Craig 90. These losses come heavier on us than on 
some Regiments whose intakes normally include a 
number of lads with piping experience. 

However, we have some keen learners both in the 
Drums and the Pipes who with those of us that are 
'aye chauvin' awa will keep the flag flying as high , we 
hope, as it has done this past year. But if you know any 
braw and willing lad, send him along " for a bla' wi' his.'' 

OFFICERS' MESS NOTES 
Since our last report there has been very little activity 

in the Mess. All Rifle Companies except " D " Company 
were away running Camps in various parts of the country. 
Officers were spread out between Dallachy, Stobs, 
Buddon and Fort George. Nevertheless there has been 
a certain amount of coming and going, with sport 
playing quite a major part in the lives of some. 

During the Tattoo at Edinburgh Castle we had 
staying with us Capt. " Jock" Morton of the Canadian 
Black Watch, Capt. Zaffar of Pakistan and Lieut. 
Tollemache of the Coldstream Guards. With the 
termination of the Festival weeks they left us, as did 
John Neish, Angus Avery and Neil Cantlie, all, we hope, 
to justify their journey to Copenhagen fo r the Ta ttoo 
over there. 

Cricket versus the Lowland Brigade was a very 
notable match in which George Elsmie, David Saunders 
and Robin Linzee took part. We were the hosts for the 
match played on the Merchiston Castle School pitch. 
What would have become a very interest ing game was 
thwarted due to unfortunate heavy rain. 

We welcome back to the Battalion George Slater from 
West Africa a nd Padre Roy Liddell from the K.O.S.B's. 
in Northern Ireland. Also John Allison, Chris Wallis, 
Bill Anderson, Chris Dobie and Nick Charrington who 
have been commissioned from Eaton Hall and Drennan 
Simpson from Sandhurst. On the debit side we wish 
good luck to those who have recently left us for civilian 
life. John Durbin has left us fo r the land of the Southern 
Cross and d isappeared one morning with the expected 
d ramatic exit. Martin Bates, John Stansfeld and Ian 
McNeil have all left us on release a nd will , doubtless, 
soon find themselves having to do a little work. 

In August John T urnbull paid us a visit on his way 
back to Germany and Colonel Petr ie spent a night under 
the Redford roof before disappea ring back to the frozen 
north. 

Late in the season Jim Clarkson a nd John Allison 
took part in the Inter-Services Athletic Meeting, both 
coming second in their events, the former coming 
second again a week later in a Combined Services 
(Scotland) versus a Combined Services (lreland) Meeting. 

Shooting has been very creditable this season and the 
tota ls to date are as follows :-303 Grouse, 48 Partridges, 
179 H ares, 49 Rabbits, 82 Wood Pigeons. Major 
Ma itland-Makgill Crichton very kindly invited the 
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Commanding Officer, George Elsmie, John Simpson, 
David Saunders, Ian McNeil and Neil Cantlie for a 
day's "driving" on his Moors near Crieff on September 
2nd and it proved to be the best Shoot of the season to 
date. The bag was 60 Grouse and 17 Hares on a fine 
windy day with 7 guns. 

Due to a depleted Mess our social activities have 
necessarily been limited. However, on 5th September 
we were hosts to 15 members of the Danish Press who 
came to Edinburgh to cover the Tattoo in order to warn 
their fellow count rymen of the impending influx of 
Highland soldiers. The food member produced a magnifi
cent buffet, which looked better and better as the evening 
wore on due to the administrations of the wine member 
presiding over the Atholl Brose. The senior member of 
the party very kindly presented to the Commanding 
Officer a D anish Flag mounted on a miniature staff. 

" It was the merry month of Maying" when one of 
our established bachelors, Dick Burge, announced his 
engagement. We are confident that in view of h is 
conscientious domestic arrangements, his stay in the 
squatter area will begin on a sound footing. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
Once again , in my capacity of abused and overworked 

compiler of these feeble apologies for examples of the 
journalistic art, I find myself chained to that most 
subtle and diabolical instrument of torture, the type
writer, and not any decent, God-fearing typewri ter at 
that, but Reg Parnell's own special one which is much 
fiercer than any normal one. As usual l've left this job 
so late that the Editor is threatening me with death - or 
worse - if these notes a re not immediately forthcoming 
and Alan Dunbar, acting as R.S.M. while " Dod" 
Michie enjoys a well earned leave, has been kind enough 
to put me on Guard for the week-end to ensure that I've 
nothing else to do other than to write the confounded 
thing. This kindly action has made me fee l so " bolshie" 
that l feel like simply stating that the Sergeants' Mess is 
still there and leaving it at that, however, I can't 
disappoint my millions of readers so something more 
prolific is obviously called for. 

As usual we have quite a lot in the way of comi ngs 
and goings, ups and downs to put on record this quarter. 
It is with considerable regret that we say "Goodbye" to 
many well-known members of the Mess. " Busty·' 
McKay, who, along with Jan Rodger, we congratulate 
on being promoted to Substantive C.S.M., has gone to 
the Depot to take over from J immy Baird. To say that 
our loss is their gain is "corny'· but especially true in 
this particular instance. We were equally sorry to see 
Andy Anderson go, who left us for the Depot en route 
fo r civvy street, Rab Aitken, who is also treading the 
Primrose Path to freedom, Bill Freeman who has gone 
to attend to the welfare of the young gentlemen at 
Eaton Hall, and last, but by no means least, Sticky Wood 
who has left us for the dubious delights of becoming 
M.T. Sergeant at the Small Arms School in Netheravon. 

To make up for these serious losses we have gained 
the services of many new friends, chief among them being 
Mr. Ford, our new Bandmaster who is tak ing over from 
Billy Williams when that worthy soul departs to gather 
together yet another team of musicians, this time at 
Brigade level. We are also glad to welcome Sgt. Fawcett, 
M.M., who saw the error of his ways a nd transferred 
into the Regiment from the R.E.M.E. Geordie Symon 
has joined us from the Depot j ust in time to add his 

lung power to the efforts of the Pipe Band on the Tattoo 
and we have a new Schoo lie in the shape of Sgt. Gardiner 
of the R.A.E.C. Congratulations on their promotion 
are due to Tom Denholm who is appointed C.S.M. of 
"A" Company, and to Paddy Coggle a nd Gordon 
McAuley who have both hoisted a crown above their 
stripes. Whilst on the subject of promotion we also 
congratulate and welcome to the Mess, Sgts. Stone, 
Gavin and Reynolds, all of whom received their third 
stripe this quarter. 

As a staunch supporter of the Bachelors· Union, your 
scribe is happy to be able to report that matrimonially 
things have been at a standstill these last few months 
and no business has resulted in this respect, though it 
has come to our ears that Les Dunn is th inking that way 
and there is reason to believe that he undertook something 
in the nature of a dummy run during a recent leave when 
he was supposed to be touring in the Highlands. As I 
have already said no new marriages took place in this 
quarter but whilst on the subject of things marital we 
must congratu late C.S.M. and M rs. Rodger on the 
birth of a daughter, named Karen. 

The departure of Rab Aitken, has, of course, left 
open the position of Mess Caterer and this has been 
filled - to overflowing one might add - by Jess Hyslop. 
I t has been suggested by the more pessimistic of the 
dining members that his Gargantuan efforts when 
wielding his favourite weapons, the knife, fork and spoon, 
must dispose of at least half our rations before even the 
cook gets anywhere near them but we must look on 
the bright side, if he eats much more he must surely 
burst and then we'll all get a look in! 

As far as the social side of our life in the Mess is 
concerned there has been very liule upon which to 
comment during these past few months which as far as 
these notes are concerned is j ust as well as your scribe 
hasn't been here to comment anyway, having in common 
with the greater part of the Battalion spent his summer 
at T.A. Camp. This T.A. commitment caused the Mess 
to be scattered to the four winds of Heaven throughout 
the summer a nd there can be no doubt that one and all 
were able to give expert assista nce to our comrades of 
the T.A. during their stay at camp, especially when it 
came to drinking the Sergeants' Mess beer! Those of 
the Mess who were left in station during this period 
carried on with the usua l tradition of Saturday night 
socials and there is no reason to suppose that they were 
any the less successful than those of days gone by. o 
doubt the detachments who opened up their own messes 
at their various camps also indulged in a certain amount 
of social activity and a marked reluctance on their part 
to talk about such things leads us to believe that a 
remarkably good time was had by a ll. 

ow that the fine weather of summer is rapidly 
deserting us and the evenings drawing in and all our 
detached members speeding home we hope to bring out 
a wider and brighter standard of social life during the 
months to come. Amongst some of the things we have 
to look forward to is the St. Andrew's Ball we are 
planning to hold, wh ich if all goes as ordered should be 
a remarkably brill iant function. 

With this promise of the futu re we leave you to make 
the best use you can of the dark evenings and hope to 
meet you again in our next issue which, in direct contrast 
to this rather attenuated effort will be a bumper 
Christmas number. Be sure and order your copy early 
to avoid disappointment. 
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Depot 
Since the last notes, the Depot has endured a three 

months heat-wave which has successfully deprived us 
of most of the grass on the playing fields. I t has at last 
come to an end, and shirt sleeve order has hastily been 
abandoned in favour of our usual arctic clothing. 

Two more passing out parades have been held. The 
first was held on 19th August, and was taken by the 
Deputy Commander, Highland District, Brigadier the 
Earl of Caithness, C.B.E. , D.S.O. The Platoons, 
Lucknow and Delhi were commanded by Lieut. C. J. D. 
Gordon-Steward. The champion recruit was Pte. D. J . 
Lyon who comes from Kemnay, and the best shot was 
Pte. L. Buchan who comes from Inverurie. The second 
was held on 30th September, and was taken by the 
Brigade Colonel, Colonel H. N. Blai r. The Platoons 
passing out were Mysore and Ma ndora and were 
commanded by Lieut. I. D. Martineau. The champion 
recruit was Pte. A. Clark who comes from Buckie and 
the best shot was Pte. D. Gray who comes from London. 

The summer T.A. Wapinschaw was held on the 
Black Dog ranges from 4th to 6th August. The Depot 
provided a number of successful shots, as shown by the 
results. 

Capt. McK. Robertson won the veterans' competition. 
Money prizes were a lso won by Q.M .S. Pallant, 

C.S.M. Baird, Cpl. Gordon, Cpl. West, Sgt. Somers, 
R.Q.M.S. Morrison, Lieut. Martineau a nd Lieut. 
Gordon-Steward. The Depot a lso won the L.M.G. 

o. I competition. 
At the beginning of August the Depot provided street 

lining parties for the official visit of Her Majesty the 
Queen to Aberdeen. They were fortunate in being able 
to get a close view of the Royal family, and the Royal 
Yacht , but not so fortunate in being swamped by an 
Aberdonian crowd which regarded them as little more 
than ornaments. 

A Guard of Honour commanded by Lieut. C. J. D. 
Gordon-Steward was mounted on the occasion of the 
High Court presided over by Lord Justice Cameron. 

We congratulate Lieut. I. D. Martineau who has been 
having a highly successfu l athletic season this year. He 
has represented the Army in Scotland at Dunfermline 
in the Combined Services meeting where he won both 
the 880 yards and 440 yards events. 

MARRIAGES 
L./Cpl. W. Fyvie to Elizabeth Mary Angus at Aberdeen 

on 16th J uly, 1955. 
Pte. D . Ross to Audrey Castle at Aberdeen on 5th 

August , 1955. 
Sgt. A. McDonald to Barbara Cowie Murdoch at 

Aberdeen on 1st October, 1955. 

BIRTHS 
To Pte. C. Grant, a son, Brian Charles. 
To Pte. G. Fiddes, a son, Gordon Davidson. 
We have had a number of departures recently the 

most notable being R.S.M. Dawson to the 1st Battalion 
and C.S.M. Baird to the N. Rhodesia Regiment. We 
are very sorry to see them go and hope they have a 
pleasant stay with their new units. 

We have also said goodbye to Sgt. Laing who went to 
Depot Seaforth, Cpl. Gray to Pocklington Airfield, 
York, Cpls. Boyd and Dooley to 1st Battalion and L./Cpl. 
G. Thow to 22 S.A.S. 

We wish the following who have left the Army, every 
success in civilian life:- Sgt. Ferguson (R.A.P.C.), 
Sgt. Cooper, L./Cpl. Watson, Ptes. Goddard, Angus, 
Duplex, Richardson and Burnett. 

We welcome C.S.M. McKay who has now taken over 
from C.S. M. Baird and hope he has an enj )yable stay 
with us - a lso L./Cpl. Turnbu ll from 1st Battalion, Pte. 
Lorimer from Depot Seaforth, a nd Ptes. Strachan, 
Thorn, Hunter from 1st. Battalion. 

MAJOR R. W. MACDO ALD 
On 22nd November, after more than 36 years service 

in the Regiment, Major Macdonald was placed on the 
retired list and he takes with him the best wishes of the 
Regiment. 

Enlisting in 19 19 he served for almost eleven years, 
passing through every non-commissioned rank until 
promoted W.O.ll in 1930. In 1940 he was given an 
emergency commission as Quartermaster and this 
became permanent four years later. He was promoted 
to substantive Captain in 1946 and Major in 1949. 

Up to 1940, seventeen years of " H ector's' ' service 
had been spent with the 2nd Battalion and the remaining 
time at the Depot. Before joining the 1st Battalion in 
1947 he was successively Q.M. of 50th (Holding) 
Battalion, II th Battalion, 2nd Battalion, C.T.C. 
Tighnabru ich, 9th l.T.C. , 59th P.T.C., 75th P.T.C. and 
Depot. The last three years of his service have been at 
the Depot. 

Major Macdonald's overseas service has been in 
Gibraltar, Germany and Malaya and he has been 
awarded the following medals and decoration :-

Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 
1939/45 War Medal 
Defence Medal 
General Service Meda l with clasp Malaya 
Coronat ion Medal, 1954 
M.B.E. (1954). 
Older readers will remember Major Macdonald's 

fa ther and a comparison of their services, covering a 
period of 72 years 9 months, follows :-
Comparison of Service of the two Q uartermasters 
Macdonald (Father and Son). 

Captain (Q.M.) 
J . Macdonald 

Regimental Number 1024 

Date enlisted 23.5.83 
Appointed Unpaid L./Cpl. 
Appointed Paid L./Cpl. 
Promoted Cpl. 
Appointed Paid L./Sgt. 
Promoted Sergeant 

1.9.85 

29.2.88 

Major (Q.M .) 
R. W. Macdonald, 

M.B.E. 
34033 

(Latterly 2867635) 
23.7. 19. 
24.3.21. 

1.4.21. 
17.6.21. 
6.6.22. 

17.6.24. 

Promoted Colour Sgt. 10.4.91 
1.6.97 

O.R.S. 4.2.25. 
17.6.27. 

S. l. M. 
Promoted W.O., C lass 2 Q.M.S. 17.6.30. 

R.Q.M.S. 27.7.33. 
P romoted W.O. , C lass I 5.2.00 

In Ranks 16 yrs. 313 days I 0 yrs. 329 days 
Warrant Officer 8 yrs. 189 days 9 yrs. 349 days 

Promoted Lieut. (Q.M.) Hon. Lieut. 
7. 10.08 

Promoted Capt. (Q.M.) Hon. Capt. 
1.7.1 7 

Sept. , 1918--Capt. w.e.f. 1.7. 17 
Promoted Major (Q.M.) 
Retired October, 1919 
TOTAL SERVICE I N THE REGIMENT 

2.6.40. 

2.6.43. 

19.6.49. 
November, 1955. 

36 yrs. 5 months 36 yrs. 4 months. 
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REGIME TAL MUSEUM 

The Museum was visited on 20th August by Field 
Marshal H .R.H. the Duke of G loucester. The 
Colonel in Chief was the first visitor to the Museum in 
its new home, once a byre and cart shed and more 
recently engi neer offices and stores. 

The conversion, into five rooms which took almost 
a year to complete had its "ups and downs", but in the 
long run turned out well. lt is still too small for all we 
have to show but the Regiment is indeed fortunate in 
having a specially constructed and properly situated 
permanent home for a Museum. 

The Press and Journal generously devoted the greater 
part of a page to an illustrated article, part of which is 
reproduced below but so far the public response has 
been disappointing. 

A souvenir which links three generations of the Royal 
Family with the Gordon Highlanders has been added to 
the Regimenta l Museum at the Gordon Barracks, as 
the result of the visit of the Duke of Gloucester to 
Aberdeen last month. 

It is a handsome miniature Gordon Highlander's 
porran originally presented to the late Queen Mary in 

1902, when she was Princess of Wales. At that time 
King Edward Vll was Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment. 
From Queen Mary's hands it passed to the Princess 
Royal, who then passed it on to the Duke of Gloucester, 
as the present Colonel-in-Chief. 

On at least one formal occasion it was worn by his 
younger son, Prince Richard, and has now been given -
along with a brooch of the Gordon Highlanders dating 
from 1881, which had been found at Balmoral Castle 
by the Duke of Edinburgh - to grace the Regimental 
Museum in its new home at the Gordon Barracks, 
Bridge of Don. 

Members of the public may inspect it, along with the 
treasures of over 160 years of regimental history, when 
the Museum, now most charmingly housed in converted 
buildings of the fo rmer Burnside Farm, is open each 
Wednesday from 2 to 8 p.m. 

Another new acquisition at the Museum is a red silk 
evening gown with white lining, worn by " Bonnie Jean" , 
the famous Duchess of Gordon who offered a kiss to the 
men who took the King's shilling as she helped to raise 
the 92nd (Gordon) Highlanders, the Regiment which 
her son, the Marquess of Huntly, commanded on its 
embodiment in 1794. 

·B I .. 

This dress, now on display alongside the Duchess's 
riding crop and her velvet silk diced bonnet, was presented 
to the Regiment earlier this year by Mrs. Fanny C. 
Spence, I Mayfield Gardens, Edinburgh. On the death 
of the last Duchess of Gordon it had passed into the 
hands of the branch of the Gordon family at Halmyre 
House, West Linton, Peeblesshire, and subsequently 
into the hands of a friend of Mrs. Spence. 

For the fi rst time since its inception in 1936, when 
the Depot, The Gordon Highlanders, moved from 
Castlehill to Bridge of Don, the Regimental Museum 
has a home specially prepared and built for it. 

Down 160 Years 
Here it has been possible to rearrange the exhibits so 

that they tell the colourful story of the Regiment in a 
systematic way and in proper chronological sequence 
and also in an intimate, almost domestic atmosphere 
which makes the past live again in a manner that would 
be impossible in the cold, over-formal array of a barrack 
room. 

The entrance porch is gay with a sequence of the 
Regiment's early pipe-banners suspended from the roof, 
including a pipe-banner of the old 3rd Battalion, of 
which Col. Thomas Innes of Learney, grandfather 
of the present Lord Lyon King of Arms, was Honorary 
Colonel. 

From the porch one passes into the Medal Room, 
in which are displayed a selection from over a thousand 
medals awarded to members of the Regiment - one of 
the finest collections of the kind in the country. In this 
room, too, is the portrait gallery of the nineteen members 
of the Regiment who won the Victoria Cross. 

The next section of the Museum begins the collection 
of regimental uniforms and the drawings and paintings 
of the most memorable highlights in the long story of 
the Regiment's campaigns over a century and a half. 
The Territorial Forces have not been forgotten, for 
some of the earliest uniforms are those of the Aberdeen 
Local Volunteers who in 180 I prepared to defend the 
homeland in the event of invasion during the Napoleonic 
Wars. 

In addition to the fine series of statuettes, painted by 
Major P. D . Clendenin, which show with strict accuracy 
the changes in the Regimental Dress both before and 
after the famous 75th and 92nd Regiments were 

The collection of over one thousand medals in the Regimental Museum of the Gordon Highlanders is one of the finest 
in the country. Here we have a glimpse of the Medal Room where a selection of the medals is on view. Our picture 
also shows - on left - a corner of the portrait gallery of the nineteen members of the Regiment who won the V.C. 

(Photo by Aberdeen Journals 
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amalgamated, the walls of the Museum are enl ivened 
by fifty water-colour plates which tell the complete 
story of the Gordon Highlanders uniforms from 1794 
to the present day. These are also the work of Major 
Clendenin, who has been engaged in research on the 
subject for thirty-five years. 

The action pictures on the walls include such scenes 
as the death of General Abercromby at the Battle of 
Alexandria in 180 I , incidents from the Waterloo 
campaign, the Afghan campaign, the North-West 
Frontier campaigns a nd even the solemn ceremonial 
when the Regiment took part in the funeral of Lord 
Nelson. Lighter moments are mingled with the vivid 
records of action in the field. There is a drawing of the 
" mock funeral" staged by the 92nd on its amalgamation 
to with the 75th in 1881, and another of the "memorial" 
its own "demise" erected by the men of the 75th in Malta. 

The story of the uniforms and of the campaigns of 
the Regiment since 1881 is continued in the next room, 
which also serves as a library, enshrining the historic 
volumes that comprise a record of the men of the 
Gordon Highlanders from the first recruits of the 
Marquess of Huntly in 1794. Here, on different walls, 
are paintings ranging from Piper Findlater's act of 
hero ism at Dargai to Ian G . M. Eadie's fine picture 
of the Battle of Sferro in Sicily on July 18th-20th, 1943. 

The whole show is rounded off by a little " treasure 
house" which contains the Regiment's trophies in silver 
and plate. 

T he exhibition, which has the benefit of a splendid 
lighting system, owes much to the thoughtful arrangement 
of its honorary curator, Capt. R. Fogg Elliot. 

Aberdeen Press and Journal, 16th Sept., 1955. 

THEIR NAME LIVETH 
On Sunday, 5th June, 1955, H.R.H. The Duke of 

Gloucester, K.G. unveiled the Bayeux War Memorial 
which honours 1837 soldiers of the Brit ish Common
wealth and Empire who were killed in World War II, 
between the ormandy Landings and the crossing of 
the Seine, and have no known graves. 

This most impressive ceremony was carried out in 
glorious weather on a site, presented by the town of 
Bayeux, adjoining a beautifully designed and well 
cared for War Cemetery which contains the graves of 
4, 142 identified British Commonwealth and Empire 
soldiers. 

The Memorial is classical in design a nd proportions; 
it is an open colonnade terminating at each end in sma ll 
enclosures, in one of which is carved the following 
dedicatory inscription: 

THE NAMES Of THE SOLDIERS Of THE BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH AND EMPIRE W HO FELL IN THE ASSAULT 
UPON THE NORMANDY B EACHES OR IN THE SWEEP TO 
THE SEIN E BUT TO WHOM THE FORTUNE OF WAR DENtED 
A K OWN AN D HONOURED GRAVE ARE RECORDED UPON 
THESE WALLS. 6T H J UNE - 29TH A UGUST, 1944. 

A similar inscription appears in French. 
The names, engraved on Portland Stone Panels on 

the four columns support ing the roof, are clearly legible 
in the open colonnade, through which the towers of the 
Bayeux Cathedral can be seen and among them are 
those Gordon Highlanders who made the supreme 
sacrifice. 

Ptes. 

Lieut. D. Gilmour 
C./Sgt. T. Robertson 
L./Cpl. W. Bence 
L./Cpl. R. V. Undery 
L./Cpl. J . Waddell 

L. Anderson J. A. Evans 
J. Andrew D . Finlayson 
F. H. Baines W. J . Foulger 
W. Banks G. Gilbert 
R. W. Brand A. Lantil 
J. Christie T. McLelland 
W. R. Copson A. C. MacPhee 

R . L. Williams 

J . Marshall 
D. Ogilvie 
W.Rae 
H. G. Robbins 
A. R. J. Sharp 
W. N. Taylor 
J. Thain 

On a freize above the columns, recalling the connection 
with William the Conqueror, is carved in Latin : 

NOS A GULIELMO VICTI VICTORIS PATRIA M 
L!BERAVJMUS, 

which may be translated as: 

WE ONCE CONQUERED BY WILLIAM, HAVE NOW SET 

FREE THE CONQUEROR'S NATIVE L AND. 

Before the unveiling, His Royal H ighness, accompanied 
by General Jean Ganevol, representing the President of 
the French Republic, inspected the Guard of Honour 
drawn from the Royal Welch F usiliers, the Royal 
Canadian Horse Atillery and the French Infanterie 
Coloniale. 

ln his address before the unveiling, His Royal Highness 
said: " ln this Memorial we commemorate the men of 
the Commonwealth who fell in the Normandy campaign 
and who are buried in Norman earth - earth from which 
many of their remote ancestors must have sprung." 

T he Rev. Canon V. J. Pike, C.B., C.B.B., D.D. , 
Chaplain to the Queen, Chaplain General to the Forces 
dedicated the Memorial, and prayers were offered by 
the Rev. D. C. Caskie, O.B.E., D.D., Church of Scotland 
Minister in Paris, Major the Rev. J . W. Duncan, M.B.E., 
C.D. , Senior Chaplain (P) ·1st Canadian Infantry Group, 
and by Son Excellence Monseigneur Andre Jacquemain, 
Eveque de Bayeux et de Lisieux. 

It was most disappointing that a large number of 
relatives were, as a result of the railway strike, unable 
to attend this ceremony. Nevertheless there was a large 
colourful assembly and the Imperial War G raves Com
mission had two charter aircraft available at London 
Airport for the seventy odd official guests representing 
Divisions, Regiments and Regimental Associations. 

Lieut.-Colonel R. W. Petrie, M.C., was present at the 
ceremony and laid a wreath on behalf of the Gordon 
Highlanders Association. 

Obituary 
Lieut.-Colonel A. D. M'Kecbnie 

The death has occurred of Lieut.-Colonel Alexander 
Douglas M'Kechnie, 10 Queen's Gardens, Aberdeen, 
who was commanding officer at the Gordon Barracks, 
Bridge of Don, from 1946 to 1948. He was fifty-six 
years of age. 

A native of Suffolk, Colonel M'Kechnie was commis
sioned in 19 18 and posted to the 1st Battalion, The 
Gordon Highlanders. He served in Ireland and with the 
Army of the Black Sea. 

He later joined the 2nd Battalion of the Gordons, 
with which he served in G ibraltar and Singapore. 
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He was at the Gordon Barracks from 1934 to 1936 
and later went to the Far East returning at the beginning 
of the last war, during which he served for a short 
period in France. 

Colonel M'Kechnie was with the reconstituted 1st 
Battalion for a period before going to the O.C.T.U. at 
Dunbar as an instructor. He completed his war service 
as deputy president of an officer selection board in 
Belgium and Germany. 

He retired from the Army in 1948 because of ill-health 
and made his home in Aberdeen. He is survived by his 
wife. 

Lieut.-Colonel W. B. J . Mitford 
Lieut.-Colonel Milford who d ied recently in London 

was born in 1877 and joined the Regiment from Militia 

on 18th October, 1899. Immediately he saw service in 
South Africa with the advance on Kimberley and the 
Battle of Magersfontein, and early in 1900 in operations 
in the Orange Free State and at Paardeberg where he 
was slightly wounded. From Ju ly of that year he was on 
operations in the Transvaal and Cape Colony, north 
and south of the Orange River. Throughout 1901 he 
was engaged on operations in the Orange River and 
Cape Colonies and was wounded on 28th May. He was 
awarded the Queen's Medal with 3 clasps and the King's 
Medal with two clasps. 

Promoted Captain in 1905 he was Adjutant with the 
Volunteers and Territorial Force from 1906 to 1910. 
He was promoted Major in September, 1915 and later 
commanded a Territorial Battalion of the Seaforth 
H ighlanders. 

BOOK REVIEW 
A Church was Built: ]. E. L. LEWINGTON. 

This booklet tells the story of St. Andrew's Church, 
G ibraltar. From the early struggles of Presbyterianism 
against official into lerance we are led to 1840 and the 
appointment of the first Minister of the Church of 
Scotland to the Rock. 

The figh t is now on for a building in which to worship 
and in another 14 years this is achieved. And so the 
story goes on with alterations and additions being made 
despite the vicissitudes of two world wars, until today 
there is the need for a Church Hall. 

Throughout, along with other Scottish Regiments, the 
Gordon H ighlanders have playe_d their part. They were 
at Gibraltar in all at seven different times; in the year 
they were raised, and in 1854 when the Church was 
opened the congregation included "a large contingent 
of men from the 92nd Regiment, The Gordon 
Highlanders." 

Much interesting material has been compressed into 
the 30 pages of this booklet which may be obtained for 
2/6 post free from the Minister, The Manse, 29 Scud Hill, 
Gibraltar. 

The Queen's Own Cape Town Highlanders 
GENERAL 

The main talking point of this issue is camp. From 
all accounts the training period was both useful and 
enjoyable and the weather kind. With the exception of 
a few Signallers and "Q" Services details, the Battalion 
had the camp to itself. Once again we found ourselves 
in good hands as the Chief Instructor, Infantry Wing, 
is presently none other than Major Charles (Love-will
find-a-way) Webber who served in Support Company 
of the Combined First City/Cape Town Highlanders 
Battalion during the Italian Campaign. Further good 
fo r tune awaited us in the person of Cmdt. Bill Barends, 
M.C., now Officer Commanding, Outenikwa Command 
and Training Depot, an o ld friend of the Battalion from 
the desert and Italian days. 

In preparation for the training theme for this year viz. 
Defence and Withdrawal, all officers and senior N.C.O's. 
attended two lectures just before going to camp which 
were intended for the removal of some of the cobwebs. 
This system has proved its worth as those in the executive 
posts reached camp with somewhat more than a vague 
idea of what it is all about. 

All the usual trophies were competed for during camp 
period but the story of the winning or losing thereof 
will be left to the Companies. 

The night after the Battalion had returned home the 
Regimental Association had arranged the customary 
home-coming dance at which the presentation of trophies 
was made. The catering was arranged by the Regimental 
Ladies' Committee to whom we are very much indebted 
for all their hard work. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
Congratulations to 2/Lieuts. V. Jacka and N. 

Matthews whose commissions were gazetted just in 
time for them to be very useful in camp. We wish them 
a long and profitable stay in the Mess. Their promotion 
was a very popular move as far as 2/Lieut. Justin Hulme 

was concerned as he had had the doubtful privilege of 
being junior subaltern for the longest period on record. 
His release from this post and his 21 st birthday more or 
less co-incided and a number of the officers were able to 
be present and wish him well at a very pleasant function 
held in the Somerset West Golf Club House. 

During camp Major Arthur Weekes doubled as Q.M . 
and Adjutant an effort of which only he, with his many 
years of service, is capable. Otherwise there was a 
good turn-out of officers who would appear to have 
worked and played hard . After a very impressive Retreat 
ceremony, the Mess held a cocktail party and dance 
for the many friends in Oudtshoorn. Both functions 
proved most enjoyable tho' it would appear politic to 
draw a veil over the closing hours. ll is reported, however, 
that the Orderly Officer (no names) was still swaying 
slightly in the breeze when, at 0500 hours the following 
morning, he had to meet three late arrival officers at the 
railway station. 

Shortly after the return home we were honoured to have 
Cmdt. Thomas represent the Officer Commanding, Cape 
Ccmmand, at the Battle of Britain Commemorative 
Seavi ;e held in the Methodist Church, Cape Town. 

Congratulations to Cmdt. Thomas on the arrival, 
long overdue, of his John Chard Decoration for 20 years 
unblemished service. This medal was presented him on 
parade on 20th September by Brigadier W. D. Hearn, 
O.B.E., M.C., V.D. , who commanded the Regiment 
when the present C.O. commenced his service in 1936. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
A most successful camp is behind the Mess despite it 

being under strength due to certain members having 
obtained their discharges (honourably) and others being 
unable to attend for business or medical reasons. To 
offset this, however, the Mess was able to extend a warm 
welcome to newly promoted Sgts. Schrikker, Allen, 
de Reuck and Urquhart. A further promotion is that of 
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the Battalion cook who now sports a crown over his 
stripes but who was not in camp for medical reasons. 
Congratulations to all these. 

Camp went off with the usual amount of work and 
play, the training being particularly interesting and the 
social side very successful if the cost of the party to the 
training staff is to be used as a guide. Due to the shortage 
of personnel a certain amount of re-shuffling was 
necessary but all the pegs proved to be round. C.S.M. 
Kahn was called upon to substitute for the R.Q.M.S. 
and he rapidly acquired that shrewdness so essential for 
the post, and talking of posts, Drum Major Grove once 
again made a popular Post Sergeant. 

An innovation in the training was a series of " battle 
inoculations" from which the absence of the W.O's. 
was most marked with the exception of C.S.M. "Shorty" 
Lowton. These seasoned warriors found themselves 
most important business elsewhere, C.S.M. Wrankmore, 
for one, being heavily engaged in attempting to sell 
300 lbs. of biltong (dried ostrich meat to our overseas 
friends). At this stage it is meet to note the enthusiasm 
of Sgt. Mull ins for pre-reveille bicycle rides a n item which 
did not appear on the training programme. 

Shortly after returning home the Mess held its Annual 
General Meeting when the following office bearers were 
elected:- R.S.M. Schwormstedt (Chairman), C.S.M. 
Hendricks (Secretary), P./Major Marwick, C.S.M's. 
Wrankmore, Kahn and Lowton, S./Sgts. Buisson-Street 
and Savage, and Sgt. Smith (members)- this being the 
same committee as last year. Staff Buisson-Street again 
took on the job of Mess Scribe and Sgt. Mullins that of 
sports representative. 

It is said that it takes all types to make the world and 
this is very true about our Mess. We have Sgt. Allen, 
6 ft. 6 ins. high (or should it be long), Sgt. Steyn, 6ft. 6ins. 
in girth, and C.S.M's. Hendricks and Lowton keeping 
the R.S.M. company in the lower levels. C.S.M. 
Wrankmore who always has a new story and will talk 
the hind leg off a donkey and Sgt. C lausen who only 
talks when he has something of value to add to the 
conversation and one who avoids the ladies countered 
by S./Sgt. Buisson-Street who is always in the news 
(scandal column) fo r his lady-killing exploits. 

Hatches, Matches and Despatches column has 
produced nothing this time but, if rumour has any 
basis, there should be some entries in it next time. 

CORPORALS' MESS 
Poor attendances at Mess Meetings are still to· be 

deplored. Two stalwarts, Cpls. Anders and Rowe have 
left being time-expired but, fortunately, there are two 
comparatively new and keen Corporals Baird and Jack 
to take over where they left off. 

The Mess was not able to function very well in camp 
this year due to the lack of co-operation by the Catering 
staff. The A.S.C. details in camp were not prepared to 
assist towards paying for extra rations so none could be 
arranged. 

Training was extremely interesting and it was gratifying 
to note the keenness of the corporals in general and it 
is to be hoped that some of this keenness will be carried 
forward to attendance at Mess Meetings during non
continues training. 

Congratulations to Sgt. Schrikker on his promotion 
the Mess is very sorry to lose him. 

BAND 
The Band went into camp with nine Pipers and six 

Drummers (including the Drum Major), ten members 
being left behind for business reasons. In camp the Band 
swallowed, very manfully, a mixed physic of music and 

soldiering and appeared to enjoy both immensely, even 
the Pipe Major. 

We delighted the public of Oudtshoorn with a public 
performa nce in the local cinema and took part in three 
Retreat ceremonies the last of which was combined 
with the Guard Mounting Parade. 

The senior pipers, Drum Major and Cpl. Drummer 
performed on the lawns outside the Officers' Mess 
during the formal mess dinner and the senior pipers 

. provided a similar performance for the Sergeants' Mess 
cocktail party when the ladies present made several 
requests for the pipers to play a number of the well
known marches. 

On our return home the Band led the Battalion through 
Cape Town on their way to the Castle and, despite the 
absence of the Pipe Major, played splendidly. 

Congratulations are due to Pipe Sgt. D. Urquhart 
now sporting his "blues" and to Drummer Clelland who 
won the cup in camp for the neatest bandsman. A close 
second to him was Piper Biccard. Keep trying and 
better luck next time, Gerry. 

Back home again the Pipe Major is giving pipers 
individual coaching at his new home in Wynberg 
appropriately named "Bydand." 

We would note our thanks to the Regiment for the 
band equipment recently received from overseas and the 
Caledonian Society of Cape Town for the white hackles 
they presented. 

Our good wishes go to Pipe Cpl. R. Truebody who, 
having retained his Western Province wrestling 
championship, is now making an attempt on the South 
African Title. 

"A" COMP ANY 
Owing to the gradual change-over to the new system 

for the intake of recruits the Company once more went 
into camp this year under strength. Because of this 
we linked up with "B" Company for the period of camp 
to form the Rifle Company. Capt. G. P. Forsyth took 
command of the Combined Company as Major C. St. L. 
Hone was acting second-in-command of the Batta lion 
in the absence of Major D. Loveland who was 
unfortunately, precluded from attending camp. 2/ Lieut. 
Y. Jacka was " A" Platoon Commander. He was posted 
to us in camp having received his pip just prior to our 
departure for Oudtshoorn. A hearty welcome to him 
and it is hoped his stay with the Company will be long 
and happy. A fu rther detachment was that of C.S.M. 
J. Kahn who was called upon to act as R.Q.M.S. and 
we are proud of the way he handled his duties as such. 
It is good to know that he prefers the parade ground to 
the Quarter Stores however. 

The training was excellent and final manoeuvres the 
most realistic we have experienced since the war. Despite 
some fast running by Cpl. J. Els we only finished second 
in the Angus D uncan Shield for sport. However, our 
pub-crawlers bad their eyes in and won the Company 
Darts Trophy -congratulations to the team. Our 
greatest achievement for the year was the winning of the 
62 Cup and I offer my congratulations to all ranks for 
making this possible. Now that we have it, let's endeavour 
to keep it until such time as we feel we ought to give one 
of the o ther companies a chance. 

Finally congratulations to Sgt. Allen on his promotion 
whilst in camp. 

"B" COMPANY 
Our annual training camp at Oudtshoorn, which is 

the highl ight of our training year, has come and gone, 
and we can look back on it with much satisfaction. 
This has been one of the most enjoyable ever, and 
certainly the training was most interesting and realistic. 
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Sunday is a day of rest, even for sergeants. 
L-R : Sgts. D . Urquhart, S . Schrikker, A. Allan and H . C lausen. 

" 8" COMPANY 
Digging in during exerciscs- Oudtshoorn, 1955. 

L-R : R fn. F . Burger. B. H urwo rth, J . C. Smuts. 

" A" COMPANY 
Resting during digging in-Oudtshoorn, 1955. 

L-R: Sgt. A. Allan, Rfn. T . Cook, A. de Vill iers. L . Rodney. 

R.S.M. S. F. Schwormstedt (right ) aided 
by C.S.M. R. Lowton on the aJert for any 

slacking. 

A man of never failing popularity- Drum 
Major S. Grove issuing post in the field. 
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We recall the Sta lk and the Team Obstacle Course. 
T he Stalk was carr ied out with great fervour and enthus
iasm and we soon had the hang of the obstacles, a ltho ugh 
the language that issued from the tunnel was certainly 
o f a new variety couched in seemingly strong enough 
terms in an effort to d ry out the water and mud that 
impeded progress! However, spirits remai ned very high 
even after this long and arduous day in the field , a lthough 
it was obvious to the casual o bserver that much of the 
outburst of coughing tha t broke out at Major Webber's 
suggestion of pa trols, came from " B" Company's lines. 

The accompanying photograp h shows R fn. F. Burger, 
B. H urworth a nd J. C. Sm uts " digging-in." H urworth, 
it will be noted , acting in his favour ite role of 
·'Supervisor." 

If we suffered from other short comings we certa inly 
did not lack budding musicians. In any event the " B" 
Com pany song, which was so freq uently heard in camp, 
received its officia l acclaim fro m our Commanding 
Officer at the homecoming dance. 

All in a ll it was a grea t camp and made the mo re 
enjoyable by the presence of our " country co usins." 
We are only sorry that another year must pass before 
we can get together with them again . 

I n conclusion we must congra tula te " A" Company 
on winning the 62 Cup. May the effort of our fo rmer 
associates be an example to us in the coming year. 

SUPPORT COMPANY 
Camp this year was extremely interesting in the var iety 

of field exercises done, emphasis was, however, mainly 
on I nfantry work and Support Company was rather 
left in the cold especia lly the Morta r Platoon. 

The Mortars started camp with five days' revision and 

then, as no 3 in. mortar ammum tton was obtainable 
joined the R ifle Company. Although the morta r men 
found this extremely interesting they would far rather 
have spent mo re time o n their o wn weapons with the 
highligh ts of the prac tice shoots and the live shoots 
which normally take place during the main battle scheme. 
Let's hope that ammunition will be forthcoming next 
year to help maintain the h igh standard of discipline, 
efficiency and tra ining, especially fo r the benefit of the 
newcomers to the P latoon, that has always been the 
trade mark o f the Mortar Platoon. (T his looks like an 
effort to expla in away the loss of the 62 Cup - Chief 
Scribe). 

T he Anti-Tank Platoon under Lieut. E. P . Forsyth 
and Sgt. Mull ins, were more fortunate in that they spent 
the who le of the camp with their guns a tta ining a high 
standard of efficiency which was p roved when the P latoon 
went to G eorge ra nge for a live shell shoot. T he shooting 
at moving a nd statio nary targets was exceptionally 
accurate and the Platoon is to be congratulated in addition 
fo r its fine showing dur ing the main scheme. 

Congratulations to " A" Company on winning the 
62 Cup this year for the fi rst time. We were sor ry to 
lose it but " A" deservedly wo n with a very fine effort 
throughout the year - nice work, A ble Company. 

We reta ined the Duncan Sh ield bu t lost the Darts Cup 
to " A" for which a lso ou r congratula tions. 

Congratula tions to:- Mr. Ma thews on his appoint
ment to 2/ Lieut., Sgt. Schrikker on his third stripe - we 
are extremely sorry to see them go, to " A" a nd H .Q. 
Companies respectively . A lso on promotions duri ng 
camp of L./Cpl. Roberts to Cpl. and R fn. McNally and 
Marsh to L./Cpls. Likewise and a little bela ted to Sgt. 
Mullins on h is elevatio n to the Sergeants' Mess. 

ACKNOWLED GMENT O F SUBSCRIP TIONS 
(1st April to 30th September) 

B ANKERS' ORDER 
E. C. Colville ; C. G. Harper: A. D. Spark ; W . G. 

Sturrock ; P. A. C. Richardson ; I. J . G len ; J. N. R eid ; 
L. B. Charles ; G . M. H aworth ; J . de B. Stansfeld ; 
A. F . Wilso n ; F. R . Inglis, G. H. Associa tion ; J. P . P. 
Taylor; W. L. H enderson ; P. Bell ; J. E. M ills ; W. H . S. 
Grant ; H. W right ; I. R . G illan ; D . P. Hall ; T . Adam ; 
G. W. Bruce ; J . M. Chrystie ; D . Stewart ; W. J. Graham ; 
C. Reid ; H. L. Ch ristie ; D . G. Go rdon: R . B. Campbell ; 
J . Wallace; B. Sweek ; A. deL. Long ; C. Clark ; I. P. 
Turbervill ; R. Everett ; R . F leming; J. Dixon ; G. Daniel ; 
K. G. O'Mo rchoe; E . R. R. Macpherson ; J . C. D . 
Sword ; E. J. G ordon ; M.P. Littlejohn ; J. 0. Robson ; 
G . A. M. Geddes; G. R . Elsmie: G. W . A. Alexander ; 
J. D. C. A nderson ; H . P. Burn : E. B. Beedle: D . W . 
Hunter Bla ir ; J. E. H . Boustead ; H. I. Bradshaw ; 
J. C lark ; D . H . W . Brown ; P. H. H. Buckingham ; Ear l 
of Caithness ; P. D. C lenden in ; Sir G . S. G . Crawford : 
Mrs. Dick Cunyngham ; A. T. Curle ; K. C. Davidso n ; 
C. W . Findlay ; P. W. Fo rbes; D . A. D. F raser ; J. G . B. 

G ray; J . M . Ham ilton ; J . E . G. Hay ; P. B. Hay ; R . I. M. 
Henderson ; C. G . D . H uggins; W. A . D. Innes ; C. R. D . 
Kenworthy: J . M. Lawrence ; R . G . Lees; W . E. Ma in ; 
L. L. Maitland ; S. R . McClintock ; G. Macdo nald ; 
L. I. G. Maclean ; W. Menzies; I. J. Mo nteith ; R. A. G . 
Murphy ; B. C. A. Napier ; M. I. Neish ; G. W . Nelson ; 
R. Ogilvie ; P. T. Pirie ; L. J . Robertson ; D . G. B. 
Saunders ; H . W. B. Saunders ; A. L. Smith ; H. M. Sprot ; 
J . H . Sti tt ; J . Suther land ; J . A. G. T indall ; J . E. Tolle
mache ; C. M. U sher ; R. E. Warlow ; G. D o nald ; 
R. W. Petrie ; A . P. Imlay; J . T. D. D urbin ; Y. Stuart ; 
R . W . Smith ; J. Turn bull ; N. K. H artrey ; A . T . C. Bro wn ; 
J . W . P . Rhod es ; C. N. Barker ; L. A. Go rdo n ; M. H . 
Du Bo ulay ; R. F indlay Shirras ; J . Comyn: R . W. C. 
Mu rison ; N . K. Gordon ; R. D . Finlay ; M . H. Burge : 
J . Peddie ; R. G. G am:no n. 
C ASH ORDER 

J . Ha rdie ; R . D . Maclagan ; 0. J . D enneHy (2 yrs.) ; 
G . Dunbar (3 yrs.) ; W. R . West ; J . Woodward. 
Queen's Own Cape Town Highla nders 
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