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TO·(Ia~r .... 
just as in the time of the Peninsular, Crimean and the two World Wars, 
Hawkes & Co. are at the service of Officers in almost every Regiment of the 
British Army. Correctness of style and detail is assured. Uniforms made to 
measure in a short time ; measurements are taken without obligation. 

l'loreove•• .... 
it is at Hawkes, famous also for civil Tailoring, that gentlemen may obtain all 
other dress requirements. In Hawkes's Department for Immediate Wear costs 
are kept down by modern methods of production, but the cut, workmanship 
and finish are of the faultless Sa vile Row standard. 
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There's 
something 
about a 
soldier ... 

EVEN WHEN HE'S 

OUT OF UNIFORM 

There's somet ling about a soldier, even when he's out 
of zmiform, that makes him stand out. Something 
about the way he walks-head up, shoulders back; 
something about the pride he takes in his personal 
appearance. On parade or in civ>;es, he's smart right 
down to his Kiwi shine. 
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Recommended for use 1n Messes and Canteens 

y.Jj<' &SPIIO. 
IJOU have 

a FAST FEVER-REPUCER 
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&ives you the fast. effective action wh1ch 
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Here's the Cleanest Coolest Shave yet! 

No pain here. Because 
Colgate's richer. creamier 
lather is scientifically 
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clraner, cooler sha1·e. 

THE SECRET IS COLGATE'S 
RICHER 'MENTHOL-BLENDED' LATHER 

No more choppy, painful shaves. Because Colgate 
Lather is made from pure, rich cream~ specially blended 
with menthol, to give you a cleaner, cooler shave. 

The richer, creamier Colgate lather gets right in 
and softens the toughest '' hiskers gets your beard 
ready for a really close, clean sh<n e. Meanwhile the 
menthol ingredient in Colgate\ begins its cooling 
action. Ask for "mentholated" Colgate Lather 
Shaving Cream, today. You'll get 
the cleanest, coolest sha'e 
possible. 

LOUIS DESROCHES &C~ 
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There's the famous 

Nestle's Milk Chocolate in 
the red-and-gold wrapper, 

Nestle's Superfine Chocolate 
and Assorted Chocolates 

of excellent quality 
in various 

attractive packings 

and other 
Nestle's good thin as 
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EDITORIAL 

The all important news this quarter is the 
announcement that the 2nd Battalion may 
move to Kenya, at the end of the year. In 
these days of constant change and sudden 
moves anything can happen, thus a bare two 
years after reforming, the Battalion is 
destined for a spell of semi-active service. 
Our earliest intimation of the forthcoming 
move was in accordance with the best tradi
tions of the Service, a sergeant, home for 
discharge, casually mentioning the fact in the 
Orderly Room. As he was a well-kown 
character in the Regiment, his information 
was received in sceptical silence. For once it 
appears rumour is not a lying jade. 

Many readers may have noticed that some 
alterations have been made to the cover of 
the Journal. The Lambton Cap in its correct 
form is now worn by the early Light Infantry
man in the centre piece, the badges in the 
corners have been redrawn and a different 
type has been introduced for the titling. As 
the old blocks used for the cover were worn 
out and required renewing, it seemed an 
opportune moment to fulfil a promise made 
by an earlier Editor on page 192 of Volume I. 

• • * 
Museum 

The following have been received for the 
Museum:-

A Shako of the period 1861-1869. This 
Shako was worn by Henry Harpur Greer, 
who joined the 68th in 1841, was promoted 
Lt.-Colonel in 1859 and commanded the 68th 
during the New Zealand War. He was 
awarded the C.B., made a Lt.-General in 
1881 and died in 1886. (~ purchase from 
the sale, in Dublin, of the collection of the 
late Major]. C. Moutray, D.L., J.P.) 

Indian General Service Medal with clasp 
North West Frontier 1919, Pte. :\I. ~!orris, 
The Durham Light Infantry. (Presented by 
N. Welton, Esq.) 

The following medals of the late R.Q.:\I.S. 
J. Percival:-19~9-45 Star, Africa Star, Italv 
Star, Defence Medal, General Service :\Iedai, 
Queen Elizabeth II Coronation :\Iedal and 
the L.S. and G.C. l\Iedal. (Presented by his 
widow, Mrs. ]. Percival.) 

* * * 
Subscriptions 

In these days when prices continue to rise 
our ambition is to reduce the price of the 

Journal. Though materials show no signs of 
coming down and wages go up and up, in
creasing our production costs, we are within 
measureable distance of achieving our aim. 
A slight increase in circulation would see us 
home. We hope all Battalions will make an 
effort to increase sales and that those individ
uals who already subscribe to the Journal, 
will encourage others to do so. Bankers Order 
forms can be obtained from The Editor, 
Brancepeth Castle, Co. Durham. 

We acknowledge with thanks subscriptions 
in respect of the following: -Major C. M. L. 
McCoy, R. W. Johnstone, W. C. Mason, 
D.C.M., M.M., Major A. C. K. Barkas, J.]. 
Curry, N. Spick, Major G. Flannigan, 
M.B.E., M.M., Capt. H. T. Rowell, Miss 
A. Flagg, Col. R. 0. Gatheral, O.B.E., T.D., 
Brig. P. ] . Jeffreys, D.S.O., O.B.E., Major 
C. P. Sharpe, M.C., llhjor G. C. Wilkinson, 
M.C., Capt. H. Appleby, ~fajor W. T. Kirk, 
Major C. Burdon Taylor, T.D., l\lajor F. 
Taylor, Capt. E. Burini, Major G. Shields, 
Major J. W. Kelley, MajorS. G. Coulson. 

* * * 
Binding of Journals 

This number completes Volume VII of the 
Journal. Our publishers, Messrs. Andrew 
Reid and Co. Ltd., Strawberry House, 
Leazes Park Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
will be pleased to bind copies sent to them by 
readers. The normal number in a volume is 
eight issues which are bound in full green 
rexine, lettered and badged in gold. 

* * * 
Army Art Society 

The Society, which exists to encourage art 
in the Army and Sister Services, is holding 
its 23rd annual exhibition at the Imperial 
Institute, South Kensington, from lOth to 
27th ~ovember, 1954. 

All ranks of the Army, Royal Navy and 
Royal Air Force, past or present, permanent 
or temporary, may submit works for consid
eration. It is an entirely unofficial organisa
tion and for several years, very successful 
exhibitions have been held in London each 
autumn and these afford an opportunity for 
artists-who often have the advantage of 
painting subjects overseas-to show their 
works and compare them with others. This 
adds a real interest and object to their hobby. 
Intending exhibitors are invited to apply now 

' 
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for particulars. Applications should be 
addressed to: H on. Secretary, Lt.-Col. J. F. 
Batten, O.B.E., M.C., Sherwood, Cannon 
Hill, Bray, Berks. 

* * * 
Reproduction of Picture 

Provided there is a sufficient demand for 
copies, it is proposed to have a half-tone 
reproduction made of the painting of General 
de Lisle and his pony " Snow " which is 
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being presented to the Officers' Mess of the 
2nd Battalion. 

The cost of supplying 30 copies of this 
reproduction will be in the regionof£2 15s. Od. 
each. 

Anyone wishing to have copies of this 
reproduction should apply at once to Colonel 
F. H. Simpson, Oak Beams, Ugley, Bishop's 
Stortford. If the demand for copies does not 
reach 25, it is not proposed to carry on with 
the project. 

HAVE YOU NOTIFIED TH E EDITOR OF YOUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS? 

PERSONAL 
Major M. F. Fuller is not taking over the 

appointment of Brigade Major, Light 
Infantry Brigade, as reported in our last 
issue. He is going instead to another " I " 
job and has been posted to the Intelligence 
Corps Depot and Training Centre. 

Major G. A. (Jimmy) Shields writes from 
South Africa to say that he has been informed 
by some friends that at one time there were 
families of old soldiers of the Regiment living 
in the old fort at Johannesburg. They planted 
all the trees and made the gardens which still 
exist there. Major Shields sends kind regards 
to all old regimental friends. 

Major R. G. Atkinson has assumed com
mand of the Regimental Depot in relief of 
Major C. Fanning-Evans. 

Major T. G. Wilk inson who is at present 
serving with the King's African Rifles has 
been earmarked for Regimental Duty with 
the 2nd Battalion on completion of his tour. 

Brig. W. A. Grey Wilson who lives at 
Tiriach, Pitlochry, would be pleased to see 
anyone who is passing through. His house is 
very small but very comfortable. It is within 
200 yards of the main North Road and next 
w the Green Park Hotel. 

:\Iajor A. de V. Gibson is leaving the 2nd 
Battalion before the end of the year. He has 
been nominated as an Officer Instructor at 
the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

Capt. G. E. P. Grant has been seconded to 
the Corps of Royal Military Police and has 
b.::en posted to their Depot and Training 
Establishment at Woking. 

:\Iajor R. A. G. Birchenough, who was to 
ha\·e joined the 1st Battalion, is remaining in 
h", present appointment in Malaya until 
Oc:ober. 

Major R. E. Surtees, who has been at the 
War Office, is going out to Farelf as Chief 
Instructor, Farelf Training Centre. 

2/ Lt. D. ]. Chapman has been commis
sioned to the Regiment from Eaton Hall and 
has been posted to the 2nd Battalion. 

Capt. R. German writes to say that he is 
an Importer and Exporter in Louren~o 
Marques, Portuguese East Africa. The City 
is a lovely place and the climate can be 
compared with that of the Riviera although 
in summer it can become very humid. If 
anyone from the Regiment ever passes that 
way he would be very pleased to meet them. 

Sgt. R. Hanna, who has been at the Depot 
for some time, is going to the Light Infantry 
Brigade Depot, at Strensall where they hope 
to be able to find him suitable employment. 

Col. E. T. Heslop, writing from Aberdeen
shire, says he has taken an R.O.III job at 
Scottish Command to help to educate his 
large family. His eldest son is up at a Univer
sity and will not be doing his National Service 
for another four years but he then hopes to 
do it with the Regiment. 

Major J. R. Cousens who is the Adminis
trative Officer at the Mons Officer Cadet 
School has been given a year's extension to 
his tour of duty. 

Major L. L. Fleming writes to say that 
when he arrived in the Canal Zone he was 
lOlst on the list for a quarter. After three 
months on the list, he has moved up to 100. 
As there does not seem much hope of geain!! 
a quarter, his wife and daughter are t!Olll~ to 
Australia for six months and he hope:. to fix 
some accommodation in Cyprus for them on 
return. 



402 

Major F. A. S. Murray came home from 
the 2nd Battalion recently and spent a few 
days at the Depot. He has now gone out to 
East Africa to join the 6th Battalion the 
King's African Rifles. 

Major H. R. D. Oldman writes to say that 
he has got a good and very interesting job at 
the Pakistan Staff College. 

2/Lt. R. B. MacGregor Oakford sailed from 
Liverpool on the lOth May to join the 1st 
Battalion. 

Ex-Sgt. Wilkinson is now the landlord of 
Ye Olde Golden Lion, Northallerton. Things 
are going very well and he would be pleased 
to see old friends from the 1st Battalion 
who happen to be in the district. 

Capt. K. Gregson at present serving with 
the 2nd Battalion has been nominated as 
Adjutant of the 8th Battalion, in relief of 
Capt. E. R. Peart, who completes his tour 
this year. Capt. Peart has been earmarked 
for Regimental Duty with the 2nd Battalion. 

Colonel F. H. Simpson in a recent letter 
tells me that the picture for the 2nd Battalion 
which was subscribed for by serving and 
retired Officers of the Battalion is not finished 
yet but it is getting on well and he thinks it 
wiiJ be excellent when it is done. 

2/Lt. M. D. A. Hanmer and 2/ Lt. J. D. 
Hodgson have been commissioned to the 
Regiment from Eaton Hall and have been 
posted to the 1st Battalion. 2 f Lt Hanmer 
is the son of Brig. J. M. Hanmer. 

Capt. E. Burini writes to say that he is now 
instaiJed as G.III to an East African Brigade. 
One of his jobs is commanding the V.I.P.'s 
escort when they visit. He makes it quite 
clear that he can in no way be blamed for 
the failure of the recent surrender talks. 

Capt. N. Hodgson, 1st Battalion, has been 
selected for the appointment of Adjutant of 
17th Battalion. The Parachute Regiment, in 
relief of Capt. S. M. Scott. 

Major W. H. Waistell, having completed 
his tour of duty in West Africa with the 
Sierra Leone Regiment, is taking up a G.II 
appointment at Headquarters, 53rd Division. 

Major M. Benson who has been serving 
with the 2nd Battalion is going to Prague as 
Assistant Military Attache. 

2/Lt. R. M. H. Boddington has been com
missioned to the Regiment from Eaton Hall 
and has been posted to the 2nd Battalion. 
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2/Lt. P. S. Horgan has been commissioned 
to the Regiment from Eaton Hall and has 
been posted to the 2nd Battalion. 

C/Sgt. Molineiro is being posted to the 
Depot from the 1st Battalion. He will relieve 
C.S.M. Pratt who has recently been promoted 
and wiiJ be joining the 2nd Battalion. 

Ex-C.S.M. Simpson who now lives in 
Reading writes to say that he is the only 
survivor of the Regiment who went to South 
Africa with the 1st Battalion and to France 
with the 2nd Battalion in September, HH4. 
He is now 75 years of age and not so nimble 
as he once was but he hopes to visit either 
the 1st or 2nd Battalions when they come 
home. Mr. Simpson has made many present
ations to the Museum including a case of 
badges. 

We congratulate Pte. Purton and L j Cpl. 
f.IcGowan who have been awarded C.-in-C.'s 
Commendations Cards. 

Lt. R. K. Bewick who recently came home 
from West Africa on completion of his Short 
Service Commission hopes to be sent to 
Canada by the firm he is going to work for. 
He tells me tha:t his father, ~Iajor T. H. 
Bewick, is fit and well and that be has a good 
job with the Foreign Office in Cheltenham. 

Capt. F. Flory writes from Kenya where 
he is serving with the 3rd Battalion, King's 
African Rifles, to say that after serving in 
~Ialaya followed by some patrolling in the 
Kenya Forest and Reserves, he now com
mands rear H.Q. Here he has recruits under 
training. The syiJabus is similar to the one 
for British recruits except that they are 
allowed 26 weeks instead of 10. 

Capt G. J. ~Iaughan played cricket for the 
Light Infantry Club against the Staff College. 
His brother Francis, who served with the 1st 
Battalion during the War, has just arrived 
on leave from Australia, where he works for 
a ~ranchester textile firm. 

Capt. J. J. Percy competed in the North
umbrian District Sports Meeting and was a 
clo,e second in the one mile in the good time 
of 4 mins. 3:)·4 sees. He was beaten by Sigmn. 
K . .:\!orris who is the Army Mile holder and 
an international cross-country runner of 
repute. 

Engagement 
~Iajor A. R. Bond and Mrs. P. L. Moseley. 

The engagement is announced and the 
marriage will take place shortly, very quietly, 
between Ashley R. Bond, Creech Grange, 
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Wareham, and Louise Moseley, :n St. John's 
Wood Terrace, N.W.8, widow of W. M. A. 
:.\Ioseley, of Buildwas Abbey, Shropshire. 

Birth 
Gmnwoon.- On May 1st, at the B.i\LH. 

Iserlohn, to Eileen (nee Berkeley), wife of 
Capt. R. Girdwood, a daughter (Susan). 

Marriages 
ARNOT-DIXON.-On May 17th, at St. 

J ohn's Church, St. J ohn's Wood, Capt. John 
Arnot to Cecily Dixon. 

BowER-GARDNER.- At Stamfordham, on 
the 0rd July, 1954, Colin Bower, son of 
:.\Iajor and Mrs. G. A. Bower, of 33 Cheyne 
Walk, S.W.3, to Anne Wendy, only daught :::r 
of Colonel and Mrs. P. Gardner of Hawkwell 
Grange, Stamfordham, Northumberland. 

Obituaries 
MAJOR G. 0. C. RoGERs 

G.K.S. writes:-" The many friends of 
Guy Rogers among all ranks of the Regiment 
will be saddened to hear of his sudden death 
from heart failure at Barnstaple. His soldier
ing was done entirely with the Regiment. 

His sense of humour and his interest in the 
well-being of all who served under him made 
him many friends. These will remember fre
quent acts of kindness on his part, which were 
rl 'ne unobtrusively, and for which he would 
never accept either thanks or credit. He will 
be much missed." 
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GODFREY.-We regret to announce the death 
of Alexander Stewart Godfrey, aged 22 years, 
which occurred at Oxford, on the 31st May, 
as a result of a climbing accident. Godfrey, 
whose parent Regiment was The King's 
Shropshire Light Infantry, met the 1st Bat
talion when they were en route to Korea. As 
a result he sought and obtained permission to 
serve with the 1st Battalion in Korea. 

ETHERINGTON.-We regret to announce the 
death of J ohn Etherington which occurred at 
his home, iH Harle Street, Browney Col
liery, on the lOth June, 1954, aged 53 years. 

Etherington joined the Regiment in HH!l, 
and after a short spell in the 1st Battalion, 
he went to India to join the 2nd Battalion, 
serving with them until 1938, when he was 
posted to the Regimental Depot at Newcastle, 
in the rank of Colour-Sergeant. 

He moved to Brancepeth at the outbreak 
of the war and the formation of the I.T .C., 
where he was a well known figure to the many 
thousands who passed through in war time 
days. On his reti rement from the Regiment 
in 1948, he continued his association with 
Brancepeth by taking on the job of Officers' 
Mess Steward. 

He was a well-known athlete in h is 
younger days and his many friends will be 
saddened by the sudden death of one who 
had served the Regiment so loyally for many 
years. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to his 
widow and children. 

The Editor welcomes news from serving and retired members of the R egiment for 
inclusion in this colu:nn. 

LIGHT INFANTRY CLUB 

l~ht Infantry Ski Meeting 
-:-..1e 1st Battalion The King's Shropshire 
_b; Infantry organised a most successful 
:m· Infantry Ski Meeting at St. Andreasberg 

Monday, 1st March. This Meeting was 
ded in the Paardeburg Day celebrations. 

<\ i":!eants' Dance was held on Saturday, 
_ -ili February, Sunday was spent on the 

-ID!! ~lopes, and after the Meeting on Mon-
\ a dance was held in the Officers ' Mess-

• _ ilier a splended week-end. Snow con
~ were good. 

The following races were run : 
D r.-hill Officers' Race.-Open to 

~r-:lelltal Teams of four. 
cae:-:.----1st Oxf. and Bucks. L.I. 

Team-Capt. R. M. Colville, Lt. ]. 
Simmons, 2/ Lt. C. Simmons, 2 / Lt. M. 
Radcliffe. 

2. Down-hill Unit Team Race.-Open to 
Regimental Teams of six, consisting of one 
officer, one N.C.O. , and four men. 

Winners-2nd D.L.I. 
3. Open Down-hill. 
Winners-1st, Lt. Turner, D.L.I. ; 2nd, 

Lf Cpl. Parker, D.L.I. 
Ladies: 1st, Mrs. Bancroft; 2nd, ~Iiss E. 

Fletcher. 
4. Open Slalom. 
Winners: 1st, J.Irs. Bancroft; 2nd Capt. 

R. M. Colville, Ox£. and Bucks. L.I. 
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5. Toboggan Race 
Winner: 2/Lt. Stocken, K.S.L.I. 
6. K.S.L.I. Inter-Company Race. 
Winners: "H.Q." Company. 
The King's Shropshire Light Infantry are 

to be congratulated on organising such a 
unique and successful Light Infantry gather
ing, and on flying the Light Infantry flag, on 
this occasion, on a snow-covered hill. 

Golf 
Annual Meeting 

The Annual Golf Meeting was held at 
Camberley Heath on 21st, 22nd and 2:~rd 
:\lay and 30 members took part. 

(a) The Individual Cup presented by The 
Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry was won 
by :\Iajor E. N. d'Abo (K.O.Y.L.I.) with a 
score of 80. 

Runner-up: l\Iajor C. W. E. Satterthwaite 
(Somerset L.l. ), 81. 

(b) Seven teams entered for the Inter
Regimental Team Challenge Cup presented 
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by The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 
Results were as follows: 1st, K.S.L.I. " A, " 

195 points; 2nd, D.C.L.I., 180 points; 3rd, 
D.L.l., 175 points; 4th, K.S.L.I. "B," 163 
points; 5th, Oxford and Bucks. L.I., 160 
points; 6th, K.O.Y.L.I., 158 points; 7th, 
Somerset L.I., 126 points. 

The winning team (K.S.L.I. "A") was as 
follows: Major-General W. R. Cox, D.S.O.; 
Brigadier W. H. Hulton-Harrop, D.S.O.; 
Lt.-Col. D. G. Russell-Roberts; Major T. B. 
Ellis. 

(c) Bogey Competition (Stableford): 
Winner: Major E. N. d'Abo (K.O.Y.L.l. ), 
~5 points; Runner-up: Major-General W. R. 
Cox, D.S.O. (K.S.L.I. ), 34 points. 

(d) The Light Infantry Club played a 
match against Camberley Heath Golf Club 
on 23rd l\Iay and lost by 3! matches to St. 
At~tumn Meeting 

The Autumn Meeting will be held at 
Camberley Heath on Saturday, 2:~rd October. 

Full details will be notified in due course. 

LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE 
Some Notes on the History of the Formation of the Light Infantry Brigade compiled by 

General Sir Charles Deedes, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., December, 1953. 

Chapter 1 of the History of The Light such as " marching at the trail ", incor
Infantry Brigade contains the following porated in Infantry Training and made 
sentence, " Though a privileged position in applicable to English Light Infantry. The 
our Army was given to Rifle Regiments, Light Director of Military Training raised no objec
Infantry Battalions never forgot the purpose tion and the Adjutant-General eventually got 
for which they had originally been selected, the Army Council to agree to some small 
nor the type of training and discipline which modifications in Light Infantry drill, such as 
distinguished them from other Infantry." marching at the trail during " the return in 

It may be of interest to record the steps Quarter Column," as the second march past 
taken to restore the status of Light Infantry on a Ceremonial Parade was then described. 
and to show how this process culminated in The principle of the " trail " being approved 
the formation of The Light Infantry Brigade. for Light Infantry was thus established. 

During the nineteenth and early years of In Hl~3 an important event occurred in the 
the twentieth centuries, certain old customs formation of a Light Infantry Club, the 
of drill and dress were retained in various details of which are given in the Club Year 
Light Infantry Regiments; these, however, Book. The existence of this Club had a con
were uncoordinated and unofficial. On occa- siderable influence when the question of 
sions, therefore, inspecting Generals forbade " grouping " infantry regiments was being 
their usage on the grounds that they were not considered after the Second World War. 
embodied in the Regulations. In 1942 there were three Light Infantry 

In 1930 Major-General Deedes was Regiments serving in three different infantry 
appointed Director of Personal Services at training centres at Colchester. A proposal by 
the War Office and one of his functions was :\lajor-General Majendie that the three Regi
Ceremonial Drill. He took the opportunity of ments should form one Light Infantry train
approaching the Adjutant- General, Sir ing centre was discussed on 28th September. 
Walter Braithwaite, Colonel of The Somerset A year later, on 12th November, the Light 
Light Infantry, with a view to having certain Infantry Training Centre was formed from 
unofficial elements of Light Infantry Drill, The Somerset Light Infantry, The Duke of 

I 
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Cornwall's Light Infantry and The Oxford
shire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 
Though all three Regiments had slight differ
ences in drill, it wa:; found possible to hold a 
weekly united parade in which each Regi
ment retained its own idiosyncracies. 

In Hl 10, therefore, when the question of 
" grouping " came up for consideration, 
representatives of the six English Light 
Infantry Regiments, and later the Colonels of 
these Regiments, agreed to ask for a Light 
Infantry " Training Centre." General 
Deedcs was Chairman of the Club and of the 
Colonels' Committee during HJ.J.() and 1!!4 7, 
and Lt-Colonel Careless, The King's Shrop
shire Light Infantry, acted as Honorary 
Secretary and did most valuable work. As a 
result of these meetings the Chairman was 
able to press the claims of Light Infantry for 
a separate Training Centre on the Director of 
Staff Duties and on the Inspector of Infantry. 

During the summer of HJ-!6 the Army 
Council considered a "grouping " system for 
infantry. Thanks largely to General Sir Daril 
Watson, Colonel of The Duke of Cornwall's 
Light Infantry, who was then Quartcr-~lastcr 
General, they agreed that the English Light 
Infantry Regiments should be grouped 
together. This decision confirmed our dis
tinctive status and facilitated future claims as 
regards drill, dress, etc. 

On 6th September a Conference of Colonels 
of Regiments was held at the School of 
Infantry, Warminster, and was addressed 
by ~lajor-General Wimberley, Inspector of 
Infantry, on the subject of Infantry 
" Groups." Colonels of Regiments sat in 
their respective groups; and the Colonels of 
the six English Light Infantry Regiments sat 
to...:ethcr for the first time in a Light Infantry 
Gr 'up. 

In November the Army Council approved 
n n as the colour for Light Infantry jackets. 
.Meanwhile the Light Infantry Training 

C€:ltre had been established at Cove, ncar 
A.ldershot (it was moved later to Bardon) 
under Lt.-Col. Hulton-Harrop of The King's 
'hropshire Light Infantry. He deserves the 
greatest credit and thanks of the Light In
fanL·y Brigade for the prompt and tactful 

y in which he dealt with the formation of 

• • • 
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the Centre and for the training carried out 
there. 

Early in 1047 the Chairman discussed with 
:Major-General Lord Bridgman, who was 
representing the Colonels Commandant of the 
Rifle Brigade, the question of Light Infantry 
dress. Lord Bridgman said no objection 
would be raised to any proposals for the dress 
of Light Infantry, so long as the black 
buttons of Rifle Regiments were not copied. 

On 22nd January, 1047, General Deedes 
was in the Chair at a Conference held at the 
Training Centre to discuss certain matters of 
drill. A demonstration was given by troops 
from the Centre, and unanimous agreement 
was reached. Before asking for War Office 
approval, the Rifle Depot was asked if they 
had any remarks. They had none. The Chair
man subsequently spoke unofficially to the 
War Office saying what had been done and 
saying that the proposals which were being 
submitted would be applicable to English 
Light Infantry only. The recommendations 
of the Conference were then submitted and 
quickly approved. Light Infantry drill came 
into usc at once. 

It should be recorded that all through these 
deliberations the Green Jackets were most 
helpful. 

Th.! Colonels of the Light Infantry Regi
ments who were responsible for the formation 
of The Light Infantry Brigade were as 
follows:-

• 

The Somerset Light Infantry: 
1\Iajor-General V. H. B. 1\Iajendie. 

The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry: 
General Sir Walter Venning, succeeded 
by General Sir Daril Watson. 

The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry: 

General Sir Bernard Paget. 
The King's Own Yorkshire Light In

fantry: 
General Sir Charles Deedcs. 

The King's Shropshire Light Infantry: 
General Sir Charles Grant, succeeded 
by Major-General ]. M. L. Grover. 

The Durham Light Infantry: 
Colonel C. L. ~Iatthews, succeeded b\· 
Brigadier J. A. Churchill. · 

• • 
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THE REGIMENTAL FUND 

l.Iinutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
the Jlanagement Committee of The Durham 
Light Infantry Regimental Fund held at the 
offices of the Territorial Army and Air Force 
Association, 5;3 Old Elvet, Durham, on the 
25th March, Hl54. 

Present.-Brigadier A. H. G. Ricketts, 
C.B.E., D.S.O. (Deputy Colonel, The Dur
ham Light Infantry), presiding; Col. Sir 
Thomas A. Bradford, D.S.O., D.C.L., D.L. 
(in the Chair); Col. W. I. Watson, T.D., 
D.L.; Lt.-Col. G. K. Stobart; Lt.-Col. 
C. R. W. Norman, O.B.E., representing 6 
D.L.I. (T.A.); Major ]. Steel, representing 
8 D.L.I. (T.A.); ~Iajor C. Fanning-Evans, 
representing Depot and 1 D.L.I.; R.S.M. E. 
Thomasson, ~I.B.E., representing Depot and 
2 D.L.I. 

Attending.-Lt.-Col. W. H. Lowe, O.B.E., 
Mr. E. Davis, M.B.E. 

Apologies for absence were received from: 
Brig. G. H. Walton, C.B., C.B.E., T.D., 
D.L.; Col. J. E. Stafford, T.D., D.L.; Col. 
]. Turnbull, T.D., D.L.; Lt.-Col. C. F. 
Hutchinson, D.S.O. 

1. Opening. 
Col. Sir Thomas A. Bradford, D.S.O., 

D.C.L., D.L., opened the .Meeting. 

2. Minutes. 
The Minutes of the l.Ieeting held on the 

14th September, 1958, having been circu
lated to l\Iembers and a copy placed before 
those present, were taken as a true record, 
approved and signed. 

Arising out of the Minutes. 
(a) The Secretary reported that as a result 

of a letter sent to the Charity Commissioners 
regarding the Trust Funds and Chattels of 
the 3rd and 4th Battalions of The Durham 
Light Infantry, he had received a seven page 
letter in reply. The matter was discussed and 
it was agreed that a sub-committee comprised 
of Col. W. I. Watson, T.D., D.L., O.C. 
Regtl. Depot, and the Secretary would go 
carefully into the matter and that Col. 
Watson would prepare a suitable reply. 

3. Presentation of the Chairman's Annual 
Report. 

A copy of the Chairman's Annual Report 
for 1953, having been circulated to each 
member of the Committee and a further copy 

placed before each member present, the 
Report was adopted. 

4. Presentation of Income and Expenditure 
Account and Balance Sheet for 1950. 

The Income and Expenditure account and 
Balance Sheet for 195:l having been circulated 
to each :\!ember and a further copy placed 
before each member present, was adopted. 

5. R.E.F.A. 
It was agreed that a subscription of £75 

should be made to the Regular Forces Em
ployment Association for 1954. 

Other Business. 
(a) Light Infantry Brigade Comforts Fund. 

--l\Iajor C. Fanning-Evans reported that this 
Fund had now been cancelled. 

(b) Army Benevolent Fund.-It was re
ported that the Regimental Fund had again 
been given a grant of £1,000 from the Army 
Benevolent Fund to offset part of the over
expenditure for 1953. The Secretary was in
structed to send a letter of appreciation to 
the Trustees of the Army Benevolent Fund 
and also to other individuals who had made 
a donation to the Regimental Fund during 
Hl.'53. These letters would be sent as coming 
from the J.Ianagement Committee. 

c) Memorial Garden.-Lt.-Col. G. K. 
Stobart stated that owing to increased ex
penditure, the Dean and Chapter proposed to 
turf over the two flower beds immediately 
outside the J.Iemorial Garden. After discus
sion, it was decided to increase the annual 
grant for upkeep, made to the Dean and 
Chapter, from £15 to £20, in the hope that 
this action would be obviated. 

Lt.-Col. G. K. Stobart also stated that 
there was space for one more seat in the 
:\Iemorial Garden. On behalf of The Regi
mental Association, Col. W. H. Lowe under
took to defray the cost of this which would 
be subscribed for by the Eleven Branches of 
the Association. 

(d) Applications from other Organisations 
for Assistance.-The Secretary read out 
Appeals which had been received for assist
ance from other Organizations and the fol
lowing grants were approved:-

B.L.E.S.M.A., £10; Gordon Boys Home, 
£5; Farningham Home for Boys, £5; Royal 
Cambridge Home for Soldiers' Widows, £2. 

I 
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THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
The Durham Light Infantry Association, held 
at the offices of the Territorial Army and Air 
Force Association, 53 Old Elvet, Durham 
City, on Thursday, 25th March, 1954. 

Present.- Brigadier A. H. G. Ricketts , 
C.B.E., D.S.O. (Deputy Colonel The Dur
ham Light Infantry, in the Chair); Major C. 
Fanning-Evans (Vice-President, The Dur
ham Light Infantry Regimental Association); 
Col. R. Horan, T.D.; Lt.-Col. C. R. W. 
Norman, O.B.E., representing 6 D.L.I. 
(T.A.); Major J. Steel, representing 8 D.L.I. 
(T.A.); R.S.M. E. Thomasson, M.B.E., 
representing Depot D.L.I.; Mr. W. Bradley 
and Mr. W. Smith, representing Bishop 
Auckland Branch, Mr. F. Jackson , repre
senting Crook Branch; Mr. H . Hullah and 
Mr. J. Johnston, representing Darlington 
Branch; Mr. E. Newton, representing Dur
ham Branch; Mr. W. Caisley, representing 
Gateshead Branch; Capt. H. Metcalfe, M.C. , 
representing Stockton Branch; Mr. E. 
Tennent, representing Spennymoor Branch; 
Mr. W. Duncan, representing Sunderland 
Branch. 

Barnard Castle, London and South Shields 
Branches were represented by Lt.-Col. W. H. 
Lowe, O.B.E. 

In Attendance.- Lt.-Col. W . H. Lowe, 
O.B.E., Mr. E. Davis, M.B.E. 

1. Opening. 
Brigadier A. H. G. Ricketts, C.B.E., 

D.S.O., Deputy Colonel The Durham Light 
Infantry, opened the Meeting at 2.45 p.m. 

2. Minutes. 
It was proposed by Capt. H. Metcalfe, 

:\I.C., and seconded by Mr. W. Caisley that 
the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 
the 2nd April, 1()53, having been circulated 
to Branches and a further copy placed before 
each Member present, be taken as read. This 
was carried and the Minutes signed. 

Arising out of the Minutes. 
1) Constitution of Executive Committee for 

19.54 / 5.5. 
The Secretary read out Rule 8 of the 

. \ssociation Rules and it was agreed that there 
would be no change in the Executive Com
mittee for 1954/55. 

Other Business. 
(a Annual Reunion.-It was proposed by 

)fr. Tennent and seconded by Mr. Caisley 

and carried, that the Annual Reunion take 
place at Brancepeth on Sunday, 5th Sep
tember, 1D54. 

(b) Donation Scheme.--It was proposed 
by Mr. Caisley and seconded by i\Ir. Duncan 
that a Donation Scheme in aid of Regimental 
Association Headquarters be held on the 
" Cambridgeshire " this year on similar lines 
to last year. This was carried and all Branches 
promised wholehearted support to make the 
Scheme a success. 

(c) L ondon Branch.- It was decided that 
Members of the London Branch be invited to 
the Annual Reunion on the 5th September 
and that arrangements would be made on the 
same lines as last year. 

(d) British Legion Disability Pension 
Appeal.- It was proposed by Col. R. Horan, 
T .D. , seconded by Mr. Bradley and carried, 
that the Association give 100 per cent. sup
port to the British Legion in their efforts to 
have the disability pension increased to 90s. 
per week for all 100 per cent. disablement. 

(e) Memorial Garden.- The Secretary re
ported that at the Regimental Fund Annual 
Meeting it had been decided that there was 
room for another seat in the Memorial Garden 
in Durham Cathedral and that he had agreed 
that this seat should be donated by the Regi
mental Association. This was agreed to by 
delegates present. 

(f) Membership.-The Secretary reported 
that the 2nd Battalion had started to send in 
new Members for the Association and that the 
1954 Membership was on the increase, and 
likely to exceed the number of new members 
in 1953. 

BRANCH REPORTS 

Bishop Auckland 
Since our last report, we are glad to say 

that we have made good progress with the 
alterations to our new Social Club. We are 
greatly indebted to the following members of 
the Branch for the work and time they ha\·c 
given: Messrs. R. Colvin, H. Banks, f. Bo,s, 
J. Howard, J. Avery and J. Potts . 

We would also like to thank all tho::.c who 
took part in the Indoor Game;; tmal at 
Brancepeth , on Sunday the 2.1th April. Con
gratulations to Spennymoor on wmnin~ the 
cup. They just managed to beat us by one 
point. 

Fl 
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We have to report with regret the death of 
one of our old members, Peggy Salt, late 
C.S.M. of the 1st Battalion. 

E. WEATHERALL, Hon . Secretary. 

Barnard Castle 
There is not a great deal to report this 

quarter. At the request of many of our friends 
and supporters in the Barnard Castle district, 
we have restarted our Whist Drives and 
Dances. We are also running a weekly Whist 
Drive, the proceeds of which go to the 
Childrens' entertainment fund. To date these 
functions have been well patronised. 

Although our team was not taking part in 
the finals of the Indoor Games, a dozen of us 
went over to Brancepeth to encourage those 
taking part and to pick up a few points or 
should I say pints. We had a very enjoyable 
day and our thanks are due to all concerned. 
On our return journey, we called at Crook 
and there met many old friends to round off 
a grand day. 

T. Russ, Hon. Secretary. 

Crook 
We completed our indoor sports pro

gramme in April. Although we did not man
age to reach the finals, we would like to con
gratulate Spennymoor on winning the cup 
for the second year in succession. Several 
members from the Branch went over to 
Brancepeth for the final and had a real good 
day. 

We bade farewell to Major Fanning-Evans 
and wish him all the best for the future. We 
also welcome Major R. G. Atkinson who 
succeeds him as Vice-President of the 
Association. 

Our fortnightly socials, run in conjunction 
with " D " Company of the 6th Battalion, 
have proved a great success, both financially 
and socially. We have however suspended 
them during the summer months. 

All Crook members send best wishes to all 
members of the Regiment and the Association. 

F. JACKSON, Hon. Secretary. 

Darlington 

Here in Darlington progress is still very 
steady but we live in hopes that an influx of 
new and young blood will suddenly invade 
our meeting. Meanwhile the Old Faithfuls 
keep plodding along. We congratulate ~Iajor 
A. Hill who was recently awarded the :\I.B.E . 
~Iajor Hill commands the local Cadet Bat
talion where he is ably assisted by another 
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of our members, Mr. A. W. (Rocky) Raynor. 
For our annual outing this year, we are 

going to Bridlington, on the lBth June. 
Arrangements for the trip are all complete 
and all we need to make it a success is a 
really fine day. 

In conclusion we send our best wishes to 
past and present members of the Regiment 
and to all members of the Association. 

C. A. CAYGILL, Hon. Secretary. 

Durham 

We had a very successful Annual Dinner 
on the 27th February, which was very well 
attended, and we were honoured by the 
presence of the Vice-President of the Associa
tion, Major C. Fanning-Evans, R.S.M. 
Thomasson and R.S.M. Thompson. R.S.M. 
Armstrong was unfortunately unable to be 
present as he was on a course in police duties, 
prior to retiring to civil life. We are looking 
forward to having him as a Branch member. 

Well done Spennymoor on retaining the 
Indoor Games Cup. Tom l\Iyers has a good 
team which proved its worth with a hand
some win in the final. The Branch was well 
represented at the finals as we had 10 mem
bers present and as usual the whole thing was 
well organised by the Secretary, Col. Lowe, 
with the help of the Regimental Depot. We 
did rather badly ourselves in the competition 
but we are not downhearted and will be in 
fine fettle for next winter's games and, we 
hope, the Annual Reunion sports. 

We expect a dropping off in attendances 
for the next two or three months with the 
approach of summer weather and holidays 
but we shall be delighted to see any new 
members who care to come to the Garden 
House Hotel, North Road, Durham, at 6.30 
p.m. on the last Saturday of each month. 

To all members of the Regiment and the 
Association we send our best wishes and are 
eagerly looking forward to the Annual 
Reunion to renew old acquaintances. 

E. DAns, He 11. Secretary. 

Gateshead 

Once again we ha \"e to make our report 
with very little matcnal to do it with. I regret 
to say that attendance, are , till poor but the 
faithful fe\\ \\ ho do attend regularly always 
manage to have a ve::y jolly evening after 
the nece.:;;_.;arv .. bu- ne= " has been com-
pleted. • 

We are \-ery - ~ that Bill Caisley has 
had to r - _ as Bran<..h Secretary owing to 

\ 
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ill health. H. R. Bell has been elected to take 
his place. Our thanks are due to Bill for the 
good work he has done with never failing 
good humour and we hope that we will still 
sec him at our meetings. 

The Branch competed against Bishop 
Auckland and Spennymoor at the Indoor 
Games final at Brancepeth, on the 25th April. 
We had some difficulty in mustering a team 
owing to the non-appearance of two of our 
stars. We finished third, beaten but not dis
graced, and would like to take this oppor
tunity of thanking our opponents for some 
grand games. Maybe next year? Who knows? 
Meanwhile we keep hoping. 

In closing, we would like to wish all serv
ing members and all members of the Associa
tion, good health and good luck wherever 
they may be. 

H. R. BELL, Han. Secretary. 

London 
The 19.H-.15 programme arranged by the 

new committee promises to be one of the 
most varied and interesting ones yet. It 
kicked off to a great start when the Branch 
had the pleasure of entertaining members of 
the Crook and Bishop Auckland Branches 
and the 8th Battalion on the night of the 
Amateur Cup Final. The evening was 
arranged by the South Regional organiser, 
1\Ir. H. Weatherall and attracted good sup
port from London members. i\Iany old friends 
were reunited and there were some good 
yams from Bill Atkinson and Doggie Bolam. 

A North Regional Reunion was arranged in 
)lay by Mr. W. Pim, the regional organiser, 
and in June a party from the Branch visited 
the Royal Tournament at Olympia. We hope 
to arrange a river trip in July. 

The Branch has recently elected two new 
\'tee-Presidents, Col. F. H. Simpson and 
Capt. T. 'Jlarshal, the other committee 
chan~es being ~Ir. H. Wetherall, 'Jlr. W. 
Pi"Tlm and l\Ir. P. Griffin. The Branch ex
t nds sincere good wishes to all Durhams 

vcrywhere and will not say " past and 
pre<t:nt " Durhams anymore, for there is no 
- tch thing as a past Durham-they go on 
f r ever. 

G. H. HAMILTON CROOK, Han. Secretary. 

~nn~moor 

WE .- very pleased to report that we won 
Indoor Games Cup for the second year 

nn n_ . Our commiserations to the beaten 
~·- and success to some_ other Branch 
year (\\'hat a hope). 
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We had an excellent day at Branccpeth; it 
was in fact a small reunion. Everyone seemed 
to be enjoying themselves, especially two 
Ron. Secretaries, )lessrs. Jackson and Russ, 
who always know where the beer is. We had 
quite a time finding them. 

Apart from the above games, we have had 
no other social activities to date. 

T. :MYERS, Han. Secretary. 

South Shields 
The Branch now meets on the first Friday 

only in every month at the T.A. Centre, 
Northfield Gardens, South Shields. Our new 
Secretary is .l\Ir. J. Sutton, 8 Alexander 
Street, South Shields, who is a fairly new 
member but he has already shown that he has 
a great interest in the work of the Association 
and our Branch in particular. We know he 
will have the good wishes and support of the 
other Branch Secretaries. 

During the winter months we have enjoyed 
our evenings with the Gateshead and Sunder
land Branches and despite mixed fortune in 
the Indoor Games Tournament, we feel these 
meetings arc a very essential part of our 
activities and act as a stimulant to our 
members. 

We send our best wishes to 1\Iajor C. 
Fanning-Evans in his retirement, and hope to 
have the pleasure of meeting him again at 
some future reunion. We welcome our new 
President, Major R. G. Atkinson, O.B.E., 
M.C., and hope he will find time to visit us 
in the near future. 

ALAN HAY. 

NOTICES 

'Jlr. W. (Bill) Caisley has been forced 
through ill health to give up as Ron. 

ecretary of the Gateshead and Newcastle 
Branch. His many friends in the Association 
wish Bill a speedy recovery and trust that as 
he has always done in the past he will be able 
to attend the Association functions. 

Field of Remembrance.-It has been sug
gested that Branches other than the London 
Branch would like to have Crosses placed in 
the Field of Remembrance, at Westmin,ter 
Abbey, each year. Applications f r th"' " r
vice should be made to :\Ir. (,. H . H . Cr k 
GO Kingsley Avenue, Houn;:low, .M dd 
Hon. ecretary London Branch 

Ann tal Rcrw io11.-It ·~ n • 
formation that the Ann ai R 
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place at Brancepeth Castle and Camp, on 
Sunday, 5th September , commencing at 11 
a. m . Any member of the Association not 
living in a Branch area and wishing to attend 
should notify the Secretary, 1:3 E lvet Bridge, 
Durham, before the 24th August, 1954. 
Accommodation is limited to ~.">0-400 and 
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HOO of these places will be taken up by 
Branch members. 

Obituary.-We regret to announce the 
passing of a well-known figure in the R egi
ment, Sgt. ] . (Peggy) Salt. Death took place 
on the 7th April, 1!154, after a long illness. 

W. H. LowE, Secretary. 

BRANCHES OF THE D.L.I. ASSOCIATION 

B ARNARD CASTLE 

Hon. Sec., ~Ir. T . R uss, 27 Baliol Street, 
Barnard Castle. 

Members meet at the T .A. Centre, Ba rnard 
Castle, first and third Wednesdays, at 7.HO 
p.m. 

BISHOP A UCKLAND 

Hon . Sec., ;'llr. E . Weatherall, Wallworth 
House, Hl Edward Street, Bishop Auckland . 

Members meet a t (i Belvedere Terrace, on 
the last Sunday of each month at 6.15 p .m . 
The rooms a re open every evening. 

CROOK 

Hon . Sec., ;'llr. F . J ackson, 107 Southend 
Villas, Crook . 

;\!embers meet at the Vane Armoury, T.A. 
Centre, Crook , on the fi rst and third ;\Ion
days in each month at 7.30 p .m. 

D ARLINGTON 

Hon. Sec., Mr. C. A. Caygill, 4 Leonard 
Street, Darl ington. 

;\!embers meet at the British Legion Club, 
Raby Street, every F riday fortnight at R p .m. 

D URHA)[ 

Hon . Sec ., l\Ir. E. Davis, The Vicarage 
Flat, Brandon, Co. Durham. 

Members meet at the Garden House Hotel, 
Durham, on the last Saturday of each month 
at 7 p. m . 

GATESHEAD AND •EWCASTLE 

Hon . Sec., ;'llr. H . R. Bell, 2R South H ill 
Road, Gateshead, 8. 

~!embers meet a t the British Legion H .Q. 
High Street, Gateshead, every fortnight on 
F ridays, as a rranged by the Hon . Secretary. 

* * * 

L ONDON 

Hon . Sec. , Mr. G. Crook, GO Kingsley 
Avenue, Hounslow, Middlesex . 

Members meet at 52 Davies Street , May
fair, as arranged. 

SOUTH S HIELDS 

Hon . Sec. , ~Ir. ] . Sutton , 8 Alexander 
Street, South Shields. 

Members meet at the T .A. Centre, North 
field Gardens, opposite the F ountain Inn, on 
the first Friday of each month at 8 p .m. the 
remaining F ridays being reserved for social 
activities, as arranged. 

SPENND!OOR 

Hon. Sec., ;\Ir. T. ;'llyers, D.C.~I. , 87 
Oxclose Crescent, Spennymoor. 

;'llembers meet on the last F riday of each 
month at the Drill Hall, Spennymoor, at 7.30 
p.m., extra meetings as arranged . 

STOCKTON 

Hon . Sec., ;'llr. P. Dawson, .> Winston 
Street, Stockton-on-Tees. 

:\!embers meet for branch meetings on the 
first ;'llonday in each month, and for com
mittee meetings on the last Monday in each 
month at 7.:W p .m ., a t 2;> F a rrer Street , 
Stockton. 

t.:NDERLA.'W 

Hon. Sec., :\[r. H . Tullock, 21 Shaftoe 
Road, pringwell , Sunderland . 

:\!embers meet at 7 p .m. on the last Wed
nesday of each month. The new rooms are a t 
Caxton House, High Street West, Sunderland. 

* * * 

, 
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THE 
REGIMENTAL 
DEPOT 

After the tardy arrival of Spring, it is 
pleasant to report that Brancepeth is now 
looking at its best. This year there is a wealth 
of blossom and the rhododendrons promise 
to be even better than usual. Those who 
know and appreciate our Regimental Home 
will be glad to hear that levelling operations 
have at long last been started on the open 
cast site, west of the Camp. This has been an 
eyesore for some years now and we hope it 
will be resown before long . One can at last see 
the surrounding countryside from the road 
and mechanical grabs no longer disturb the 
peace both day and night. 

Intakes have recently been increased in 
numbers and will continue for some time. 
This is very necessary if we are to make the 
2nd Battalion up to strength before they 
move, as the original National Servicemen, 
who joined them in Barnard Castle, are now 
leaving for part time service. 

The Deputy Colonel of The Regiment, 
Brigadier A. H. G. Ricketts, visited the Depot 
in ~larch. He flew up from Old Sarum and 
had some difficulty in getting down at Middle
ton St. George, owing to bad weather. A 
helicopter seems to be the answer, he could 
then land right outside the Castle Keep. 

We were also glad to see Lts. Quentin 
Clough and G. Fell who came up to do week
end training with the 6th Battalion. They are 
bNh up at Oxford. 

On the 29th April, Major C. Fanning
E•:ans. the retiring Depot Commander, was 
d'n,·d '•ut. It was a very cheery evening and 
\\e were particularly glad to have Col. Peter 
je:ireys with us. He looked very fit and well 
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and there must be some sun in Hampshire as 
he was very bronzed. 

Mr. C. F. Bower had a short spell in the 
King Edward VII Hospital, undergoing a 
hernia operation.He is now back at duty and 
in his usual vociferous form. 

Lt.-Col. K. M. W. Leather paid a flying 
visit recently but was closeted with the C.O. 
for most of the time working out the per
sonnel problems of the 2nd Battalion. 

The Training Company Commander, being 
a canny Scot, always objects to paying to
wards the Television set; he has an added 
grudge now as the only thing he has seen on 
it recently was the Thistle being trodden into 
the ground with impunity by England, in the 
Calcutta Cup match. 

Training Company 

Dear Editor, 
Here we are again, dead on time as 

promised. I wish we had something really 
exciting to tell you: little new or outstanding 
has happened during the quarter. 

The wheels of the sausage-machine jerk 
and grind their rusty way onwards, greased 
sparingly and at infrequent intervals by the 
parsimonious oil-can of our administrations 
(Q.M. and P.R.I. ). 

We had a most excellent boxing match 
against the Depot F ifth Fusiliers, on the 1 'ith 
March. The contest was well-staged and 
splendidly organised. erried ranks of 
Fusiliers' parents, their 1st Battalion Band 
and the Intakes of both Depots watched in
tently a neck and neck struggle, which we 
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won by the odd (and final) fight. This was the 
first time since before the war that the two 
Depots had met in the boxing-ring and it 
was most pleasing that the cup, presented by 
~Iajor A. Neilson, commanding the Regi
mental Depot, the Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers, should come to Brancepeth. The 
intention is to have a return match in 6 
months time and continue the series as a 
regular fixture. 

Brigadier Ricketts visited us on 24th March 
1954 (due to a slight misunderstanding at the 
Kremlin he had come up to take the Passing
Out Parade a week before it was due) and 
watched a practice Passing-Out Parade and 
other training. Having picked out, without 
hesitation, the only soldier who (a) hadn't 
had his boots studded, and (b) had a piece 
of Player's cigarette carton backing his cap
badge inside, he passed onwards, leaving 
almost in silence. The real Passing-Out 
Parade was held according to schedule a week 
later. Brigadier P. G. Bamford, D.S.O., 
O.B.E., Commanding 151 Brigade (T.A.) 
took the salute and, after a reasonable march
past, talked to the Intake, and congratulated 
them on their drill and turn-out. 

The weather has been rather kinder to our 
training this quarter (not quite so much snow 
and ice in Aprilf:\lay) and our days on the 
range at Whitburn have been much more 
pleasant. The new Rifle and L.l\f.G. courses 
are now being fired, including the Transi
tional practices: it is too early as yet to say 
what their benefits will be but the practices 
are certainly interesting. Training goes on 
much as usual. Our only new activities are 
an Assault Course and a regular ·22 Fort-
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nightly Competition. The former satisfies, at 
least partially, the sadistic tendencies of the 
instructors, who explode thunderftashes under 
our recruits as they totter from stepping-stone 
to stepping-stone across the 30 yards Range 
pond: the latter, we hope, will stimulate in
terest in small-bore shooting and perhaps 
enable us to do better in the Forces shoot. 

Lt. C. F. Bower has been appointed Unit 
Education Officer (one unkind superior re
marked that this was an epic example of the 
dumb leading the dumb) and has already 
burnished the Education Centre out of all 
recognition. 

The Company P.S. is more or less constant. 
2/ Lt. Buck has left us to joint the 2nd Bat
talion and we miss his energetic and ample 
presence. 2/Lt. Peat has replaced him-we 
see him from time to time between his visits 
to hospital. L/Cpls. Smith and Henry are 
now full-fledged Corporals and several new 
Lf Cpls. are busy finding their feet. Sgt. 
Blackbourne (Alma) and Sgt. Bailey (Sala
manca) won the Champion Platoon Cup for 
the last two Intakes, leaving the Sporting 
Honours with Sgts. Hudson (Inkerman) and 
Ford (Somme). But we are not boasting about 
our last Pass-out. Several sets of teeth were 
ground down before it was over. 

Thanks to our beneficent P.R.I. (and 
trusting a great deal to Providence and the 
Seedsman's advertisements) our gardens will 
be 'a blaze of colour ' this summer. Well, 
that's what the adverts say-I wonder. 

Hoping this finds you as it leaves me, i.e., 
dashed chilly for May. 

Yours affectionately, 
TRAINING COMPANY 0 
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PEACOCK'S TAILS 

The weather at Brancepeth is compara
tively bright and cheerful, and the Quarter
master is again presenting people with golf 
balls. If required after duty hours he can be 
found ei ther in the gully at the eighth , or in 
his O.P., on top of his quarter, watching the 
family foursomes through binoculars. 

* * * 
The only real event in the last quarter has 

been the arrival of the new Commanding 
Officer. Great bustle and cleaning has gone 
on in the Castle and at least one officer has 
been heard anxiously enquiring about the 
redecoration of the C.O.'s flat and when did 
the C.O. intend to retire into it. 

* * * 
I hear that an Officer from the Inspectorate 

of Army Education (whatever that may be) 
recently visited us. He said how pleased he 
was to find a unit with a young, keen, hard
working, energetic and competent Education 
Officer. The Subaltern, appointed just two 
days before, with the visit in mind, did not 
enl ighten him. 

* * * 
There is little to report from the Camp. 

The only people really active there are the 
men employed by the National Coal Board 
who have lost their coal and don't know 
where to find it. Why they should choose our 
playing fields to look no-one quite knows, 
unless the quality of the tea scrounged from 
the back of the cookhouse, when the Q.M. is 
not looking, is better than the troops imagine. 

* * * 
One Sunday recently the entire Training 

Company arrived here and disappeared into 
the bowels of the Castle. l\Iuch dust emerged , 
closely followed by several U.S. bicycles, an 
old Austin Seven, said to belong to the 
Adjutant, all the Q.~I. 's missing furniture, 
two black Labradors and about thirty cubic 
feet of Junk . I gather the C.S.l\I. is still 
looking for Ptes. Snooks and Snodgrass who 
were last seen in the Russel Tower heading 
West. 

* * * 
Owing to the new orders about keeping 

cars outside the Keep, the Medical Officer has 
been unable to massacre any more ducks and 
his car is less often away for repair. Little 
has been heard from him since the day he 
told the new Commanding Officer, who had 

spent an exhausting morning reorgamsm!! 
and generally sorting out the Officers' Me».S 
furniture, that he got most of the furniture 
for his room by scrounging it from other 
parts of the Castle. 

* * * 
A Regimental Flag now flies by day and 

sometimes, I fear, by night) over the Castle. 
It was fortunate that the idea was first tned 
out with an old flag as the Castle sanitary 
man who put it up on the flagpole got his 
service mixed up and thought he was nailing 
his colours to the mast. There was not much 
left of the flag after a typical Branccpeth 
Spring fortnight. 

* * * 
The news that the 2nd Battalion a rc going 

to ~Iau-1\Iau land has brought the usual pro
longed flood of reminiscence from one of our 
officers to a sudden stop. He now fears that, 
having acquired another interest in England, 
someone may take his oft-repeated wish to 
return to East Africa seriously. 

* * * 
The subalterns are all busily engaged in 

shooting rooks for the estate. I gather that 
the Golf Club grcenkeepers have put in for 
double pay and that Brancepeth is now 
officially classed as a danger area. If last 
year is any guide, the nightly barrage will go 
on until someone puts a couple of ·22 rounds 
just past the Commanding Officer's left ear, 
when it will abruptly cease and no-one will 
know it ever went on. "Shooting, sir ? J!ust 
be the people from Page-Bank ! '' 

* * * 
The Laird recently had a day's fishing with 

another senior officer of the Regiment who 
has just become a devotee of Izaak Walton. 
The merits of dry and wet fly were thorough
ly discussed and we are still hearing· about 
the big uns which got away. 

* * * 
England's cricketers may soon have to look 

to their laurels: a recent check of the unit 
library reveals that the book " Tea 1 youE If 
Cricket " is at present out on "l!!llatme to 
the Adjutant. 

* * * 
F inally I must report that the P .... 0. ha~ 

been in one day this quarter. He came to 
collect his leave warrant. 
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THE FIRST BATIALION 

Excitement and change are rare in the 
Canal Zone, where amenities are few, and 
amusement hard won. Thus it was with great 
pleasure that we welcomed a visit from the 
C.I.G.S., Field-:Marshal Sir John Harding, 
K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C.-particularly 
so, of course, as he is the senior Light Infan
tryman of today. His visit in ~larch was a 
great success and a morale raiser to all ranks. 

In other spheres, the Battalion is doing all 
it can to overcome or better the conditions 
prevailing in the Zone. Guards and similar 
duties remain our prime task, but much else 
has been achieved besides. For boating and 
bathing in the Bitter Lake, the Battalion has 
bought a motor-launch, which, completely 
overhauled, re-painted, and named " Cushie 
Butterfield " is the envy of all. At Polo, as 
will be read elsewhere, we have made tre
mendous strides, and have high hopes of a 
Regimental side shortly. Married families are 
slowly trickling through; while for the men in 
barracks a new canteen building has been 
erected-entirely by the Battalion Pioneers 
and " volunteer" labour (mostly prisoners). 
It is a real achievement-scheduled, the 
X.A.A.F.I. say, to be the pride of the Canal. 
With its " Cock 0' The North " sign-made 
n Korea- and its interior reminders of home 

m the shape of Durham beer-mats and 
pictures, it must inevitably be a success. The 

Battalion church tent is called St. Cuthbert's 
and we hope soon to receive a gift of an altar 
cross and candle-sticks from the Bishop of 
Durham. 
Altogether, the Battalion is showing that the 

Zone is what one makes of it. If stay here we 
must, then in true Regimental fashion, we 
shall make the very best of it. 

" B " Company 
Occasionally the monotony of guards and 

picquets has been broken by a day's training 
or a short exercise, but the company had its 
first real break since its arrival when it moved 
for a few days in April to a camp on the shore 
of the gulf of Suez. Here at last, we were able 
to let ourselves go and the company amused 
itself sunbathing, swimming and playing tip
and-run. We had a prisoner-grabbing exercise 
in which one platoon, having got its man, 
lodged itself on the top of an unassailable 
jebel. Work, however, was not the prevailing 
theme, and we viewed with pleasure the 
labours of a nearby company of Irish Guards. 

There has been little opportunity for train
ing, but we spent one morning in the desert 
jumping in and out of trucks to the tune of 
Major Greenwell's whistle and hoarse croaks 
from the platoon commanders. We also took 
part in an infantry-tank exercise with a troop 
of the Royal Tank Regiment. This served 
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mainly to demonstrate the remarkable effec
tiveness of the Light Infantry pace, the com
pany taking its objective some hours earlier 
than was expected, having outdistanced the 
umpires and thereby avoided some heavy 
theoretical shelling. The Brigadier, who was 
controlling the exercise, regarded our efforts 

" B " COMPANY SHOOTING TEA~! 

Back Row, left to right: 
Pte. Smith 91, Pte. Gardner, Pte. Hawes, 

Pte. Ormston. 
Sitting, left to right: 

Cpl. Hunt, C.S.M. Elliott, l\Iajor Greenwell, 
M.C., Pte. Thompson, Cpl. Ducworth. 

in a very generous light and we returned to 
camp in very good time, rejoicing. 

In sport, the Company has done satisfac
torily, winning the football and boxing cups, 
carrying off the shooting shield and coming 
second in the inter-company hockey. The 
Company has also been well represented in 
the Battalion teams. We congratulate especi
ally, Pte. Thompson on winning the Young 
Soldiers' Cup for shooting and Pte. Eglintine 
for winning the B.T.E. bantamweight title 
and also for being selected for the Army team. 
C.S.M. Elliott has taken a very effective part 
in all the above sports, and still finds time to 
play Rugby Football for the Battalion. 

2/Lt. P. E. De La Billiere has departed 
with surprising reluctance for a course in 
England and we have been joined by Lt. 
E. I. Waugh from the 2nd Battalion and 
2 / Lt. P. M. M. Windsor-Aubrey from 
Sandhurst. 

The Administrative Inspection looms ahead 
of us and much feverish preparation is taking 
place. Soon after the inspection, however, we 
board ship for Aqaba. 

" C " Company 
We all regretted leaving Aqaba, on March 

12th, but as we had no less than three ex
tensions, we could not really complain. 

Apart from normal training during our la:-t 
month, we managed to fit in a trip to Pt tra 
for all who wanted to go. An exhaustin,.~ 
business, relieved by the inevitable cups of 
Arab tea in every corner of the valley. 

The Company won the Aqaba _garrison 
football league and we have had plenty of 
swimming; including a sound training in the 
fashionable art of underwater fishing. The 
colours of both the fish and the coral in the 
gulf must be among the finest in the world. 

The even pattern of our existence was 
somewhat shaken by a visit from the Brig
adier, followed shortly by one from Major
General Brodie, but they seemed favourably 
impressed by what they saw. 

We had a peaceful trip back to Suez in the 
L.S.T. Evan Gibb but when we returned to 
the Battalion, we were immediately pitch
forked into the hectic round of guards and 
fatigues which seems to be the basis of life 
at the moment. These have continued ever 
since except for a pleasant break at Bir Odeib 
over the Easter week-end. Then came frantic 
preparations for the Brigade Commander's 
administrative inspection on May 7th which 
appeared to be most satisfactory, though we 
have yet to see the final report. 

Lt. Crawford, 2/Lt. Tinkler, 2/Lt. 
Hodgson and Sgt. Baker, who is to become 
C.Q.M.S., have recently joined us. 

" B" CO~IPANY FOOTBALL TEA~! 

Back Row, left to right: 
C.S.~f. Elliott, L/Cpl. l\IcKenzie, Cpl. J ohnson, 

L/Cpl. Bower, Pte. Thompson 94 Pte. 
Emmerson, Pte. Davison 03, Cpl. DucwDrth. 

Middle Row, left to right: 
Pte. l\Iiller, Cpl. Wainwright, ~Iajor Greenwell, 

M.C., Pte. Bell 89, Pte. Coxon. 
In Front: L/Cpl. Jordon, Pte. Lamb. 

In conclusion, we congratulate C ~' 
Bulmer on his impendin~ promot. n t 

R.Q.M.S .. We shall miss him greatly in "C" 
Company, where he has done so much valu
able work. 

Gl 
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" D " Company 
During the quarter there have been many 

departures due to release and reversion to 
Home establishment. To mention them all 
by name would take up too much space, but 
we wish them the best of good fortune wher
ever they have gone. At the time of writing 
these notes, a new draft has just arrived from 
England and we are happy to welcome fifteen 
men to the Company. 

On account of Guard duties and Regimental 
employments it has been impossible to do as 
much training as one would have liked. How
ever, the annual classification courses have 
been completed with very satisfactory results. 
L / Cpl. Hirst and Ptes. Hughes and Duckett 
are l\Iarksmen with the rifle, and Cpl. Loft
house, M.M., Marksman with the L.M.G. 
Pte. Hicks is to be especially congratulated 
on becoming a Marksman with both the Rifle 
and L.M.G. 

The following represented the Battalion at 
the Brigade Rifle meeting: Ptes. Hughes, 
Hicks, Hulme and Duckett. Pte . Hicks went 
on to take part in the Divisional Rifle meet
ing and was also a reserve in the Army 
(Egypt) team to shoot against the R.A.F. 

On Easter Monday, the Company was re
lieved of its Guard commitments and pro
ceeded to a Camp 20 miles south of Suez on 
the Red Sea. The week's rest from the monot
onous routine of Guards and Duties was a 
welcome change. Unfortunately during our 
absence, a khamseen played havoc (for the 
third time in three weeks) with our tentage. 
Our thanks are extended to " B " Company 
for re-erecting the tents for our return. 

In mid-February, Major T. Reynolds 
arrived from U.K. and took over command 
of the Company, thus allowing Major P. G. 
Thompson to go off on some well-earned 
leave to see his wife in East London, South 
Africa. At one time it looked as if he would 
spend most of his leave travelling, but the 
visit to the Battalion of Field-Marshal Sir 
John Harding, gave l\Iajor Thompson the 
opportunity of getting a lift to Nairobi. Air 
travel from there was comparatively simple. 
2 f Lt. ]. Stockland has been on leave to 
Greece. Sgt. Wade, D.C.M., and Sgt. Jenks 
set off at the end of February to get to 
England by walking up Italy and across 
France. A very sporting effort and we feel 
that they must have been extremely fit for 
the courses they were due to attend in U.K. 

Capt. N. Hodgson came to the Company 
as 2 I / C early in March, but he has now, we 
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believe, been appointed Adjutant of 17th 
Battalion The Parachute Regiment; we wish 
him the best of luck in the future. 

Lt. H. R. Owen is at present taking over 
the duties of 2 I / C of the Company. 

C.Q.M.S. Mattinson expects to go to the 
Parachute Brigade, so C.Q.l\I.S. Peacock, 
whom we welcome back to the Battalion from 
Divisional H.Q., is standing by to take over 
from him. We welcome 2 / Lt. P. A. Bell who 
has recently arrived from the 2nd Battalion. 

Unfortunately due to many Guard com
mitments the Company has not been able to 
participate in as many sporting activities as 
we would have liked . Pte. Harrison took part 
in the Army Individual Championships but 
was beaten on points in the firs t round. For 
the interest of readers the following is the 

VISIT OF THE C. l.G .S. 

Field Marshal Sir J ohn Harding meets 
C.S.:\1. L. Beirne 

present organisation of " D " Company: 
Company Commander, Major T. Reynolds, 

1\I.C. (K.O.Y.L.I.); 2 I / C, Lt. H. R. Owen; 
10 pl. Comd., 2/ Lt. P. A. Bell; 11 Pl. 
Comd., 2 / Lt. D. McDonald; 12 Pl. Comd., 
2/ Lt. J. Stockland; C.S.M., S. Whelan 
(K.O.Y.L.I.); C.Q.M.S., ]. Mattinson; 
C.Q.l.I.S. designate, A. Peacock. 

Support Company 

Despite the fact that the Company has 
been actively engaged on Guard Duties dur
ing the period under review, it has been 
possible to fit in a certain amount of training. 

In February both the Atk. Pl. and the 
:M.M.G. Pl. ran Cadres of a fortnight's dura
tion, while the Mortar Platoon has been keep
ing up the standard by Field Firing once a 
month. 
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During February and March, we fired the 
Annual Rifle and L.M.G. Courses. Although 
we had very little opportunity to practise 
prior to the classification, the results were 
surprisingly good. As a result of the shoot
ing, we are quite confident that we have the 
makings of a good Shooting Team. 

In April, the Commanding Officer gave us 
the privilege of going to Bir Odeib for 6 days. 
Bir Odeib is a small oasis on the sea shore 
south of Suez. Here we set up a smart little 
Camp and spent the mornings training and 
the afternoons playing games and swimming. 
Everybody thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and returned to Fayid feeling very much 
better for the break. 

3" Mortar Platoon 

It is quite astonishing that in a period of 
three months or thereabouts, so little can 
happen which is worthy of note. Existence 
here is one great hum of activity, but un
fortunately it is all dissipated in preparation 
for successive Guards, guarding ourselves, 
and a host of installations and other people. 
This, coupled with fatigues which have not 
stopped since we arrived, make the " Night in 
Bed " state very sorry reading indeed. 

There have been, however, some bright 
spots in this picture of gloom, the most not
able of which was our stay at Bir Odeib. Our 
short stay has been generally covered else
where, but as far as the Mortar Platoon was 
concerned from a training point of view it 
was very valuable. It was also a most wel
come change from life in Barracks. 

We concentrated on individual training in 
Mortar Drills, Section Battle Procedure, and 
Wireless Procedure. The Brigadier came to 
see us during one morning's training, and he 
appeared to be quite favourably impressed 
by what he saw. 

After lunch the Platoon, within reasonable 
limits, could do almost what they pleased, 
and swimming was extremely popular. The 
sea was only two-hundred yards away from 
the camp, so getting there was no problem. 
Most Mortarmen now are so black with the 
sun that they could almost be taken for the 
muddy-coloured people who live here 
habitually! 

A new tension has recently coloured our 
day to day routine, caused by the annual 
Administrative Inspection which is scheduled 
for early May. Platoon Stores, Carrier Stores 
and Mortarmen's Kits are undergoing exten
sive overhaul, and progress to date is fairly 

satisfactory. However, the absence on any 
one day of at least two-thirds of the Platoon 
on a variety of Duties causes difficulties which 
are only overcome by a lot of unnece,sary 
hard work. We know that the old saying ·• it 
will be alright on the day " applies here, but 
that does not prevent our preparations from 
being extremely thorough. 

A great number of stalwarts have left us in 
the last three months, more are going in the 
very near future. Sgt. Pickering, Cpl. Stokes, 
Ptes. Welsh, Gatley, Griffiths, Grant, Haigh , 
Miles, McPhillips, Owers, Newman, and Salt 
have all left recently, and we are extremely 
sorry to lose them. Cpl. Stokes and P te . 
Grant must have had a most interesting 
journey home, as they were aboard H.M.T. 
Windrush when she burnt out! Reinforce
ments have a good deal to live up to to 
replace men like these. 

We congratulate L / Cpl. Langsley on his 
good Cadre result and his appointment. 

M.M.G. Platoon 
The last three months have shown a good 

deal of coming and going among the per
sonnel of the Platoon. First to arrive were 
Ptes. Carter, Craggs, Gibson, Kennedy, 
Kennon, and Wardropper, who came early 
in January, straight from the Depot. Most 
passed their Machine Gun Cadre very credit
ably, though some found it heavy going com
pared with the basic syllabus at Brancepeth. 
At the end of the month Capt. Grosch, the 
new Platoon Commander, arrived, having 
done the Machine Gun Course at the School 
of Infantry after leaving the Depot. He, too, 
if caught in an unguarded moment, will admit 
he finds the tempo very different. Regret
ably these arrivals are counterbalanced by 
the loss of two staunch members of the 
Platoon, Armitage and Clarke. The regret, 
it must be said in all fairness, was solely felt 
by those left behind; reflecting sadly on the 
Station the Battalion finds itself in. 

Apart from these more permanent happen
ings, there have been a number of other 
comings and goings. Sgt. Evans returned 
fresher, but regretably more portly , from 
leave, and Sgt. Clarke has just returned from 
his course at Netheravon. Cpl. Geor, e, \\bO 
has been acting Platoon cr;.. •ant m th 
absence of both Sergeants, has , ne n ea\e 
after performing his dut ies in a \ei) cred · 
able way. Cpls. Cook, Armsu :1, an j hn
son have also gone back to C K 
where one hopes they are en 
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nights of peaceful sleep, unassailed by 
the dread that the " Nights in Bed " book 
will be catching up on them! 

Of those stalwarts who have remained here 
throughout the Quarter, one or two deserve 
mention. Hall, to everyone's admiration, re
tains his rotundity, in spite of the cares and 
toils of this place. Edwards, following up his 
cross-country success, gained a good fourth 
place in the steeplechase during the B.T.E. 
Open Athletics Competitions; while Bates 
still misguidedly maintains that there is no 
place like ottingham. 

As to activities by the Platoon as a whole, 
not much can be said. We have, however, 
managed to fit in five days of training in the 
last three months-all that the endless round 
of Guards, picquets and fatigues has per
mitted: one day field firing, when it was good 
to hear the guns again, was followed after an 
interval by four days sound basic dri lls at 
Company Camp at Bir Odeib. It was a 
pleasure to work up a good sweat in the 
morning, knowing that an afternoon's games 
and swimming was to follow. Most of avail
able time in February was taken up by Rifle 
and L.~I.G. Classification, in which the 
Platoon's Results were quite satisfactory, and 
Hall, Bates and Dolling are to be congratu
lated on gaining their marksman's badge. 

Anti-Tank Platoon 
Life in the Canal Zone is very much the 

same all the year round. Guards, picquets 
and escorts are the order of the day and 
precious little time is left for training. 

In February, we ran a Cadre on the 17 
pdr. It was attended by seven members of 
the Platoon, who worked well, and benefi ted 
considerably. Pte. Parkes proved to be out
standing in his knowledge of the gun. The 
Company Commander was satisfied with the 
standard achieved and recommended that all 
seven should be graded as specialists. 

In March, we went to the Ranges on a 
daily basis to classify on the Rifle and L.~I.G. 
Everybody in the Platoon classified, and 
indeed, except for those individuals detailed 
as Butt Markers, everybody thoroughly en
joyed this break from guards and fatigues. 

Between the 5th and the 9th April, the 
Platoon, along with the rest of the Company, 
spent five enjoyable days at Bir Odeib on 
the shores of the Gulf of Suez. Here we 
erected a Camp, trained in the mornings and 
played plenty of games in the afternoons. 

On the 14th April, the whole Platoon 
visited No. 4 Range on the Suez/Cairo road 
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for Field Firing. After some initial difficulty 
with sight testing, the Platoon got down to 
some really excellent shooting. Capt. Arnot, 
who came to the Range with us, has a great 
respect for the Gun: in fact it can be said he 
is quite a reasonable layer for he scored two 
hits with two successive shots. 

The Platoon is at present working overtime 
preparing for the Brigade Commander's Ad
ministrative Inspection which is scheduled 
for the 7th May. 

Assault Pioneer Platoon 
Since our last notes, Ptes. Jewitt and 

Forkes have left the Platoon to return to 
civilian life. We all wish them luck for the 
future. Unfortunately, in six weeks time, we 
lose Ptes. Ray, Bullock, Palmer, Thomas and 
Mawston. 

During the period under review we have 
been keeping our hands in constructing 
stables. This task is now completed and the 
stables accommodate twenty to thirty ponies . 

Signal Platoon 
Owen Pronto went on long leave in early 

February and has now returned to " D " 
Company. His place was taken by Gibbons 
Pronto. Chamberlain, Kilpatrick, Taylor 53, 
Russell, Lake, Cpl. Bentham, and L /Cpl. 
Douglas have gone home on release. The 
last-named is the subject of a small sweep
stake. The prices quoted show that he is ex
pected to re-enlist with three months. Before 
the end of June, seven more members of the 
platoon are due to go home on Python or 
release. Waller (surely the only man able to 
smoke a cigarette under a shower) supports 
Cpl. Gregory in the stores, which now sport 
new-look black shelves. L /Cpl. Chamberlain, 
that was, has been promoted; L /Cpls. Taylor 
and Teasdale are new to the ranks of the 
N.C.O.s; both did exceptionally well on the 
N.C.O.'s Cadre. 

Over the winter months the Platoon en
joyed, according to the P.T.I. , more hours 
sport than any other sub-unit in the Bat
talion. The Soccer team did very well and 
was only defeated by " S " Company; teams 
outside the Battalion were played and some 
excellent games resulted. 

At the end of February, sixteen of the 
Platoon classified; the only drawback being 
that Signal Flags cannot be worn on K.D. 
There is another small Cadre on at the 
moment; our present commitment of guards 
makes their instruction sporadic but we hope 
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they will be through by the middle of next 
month and also that there will be another 
intake into the platoon by that time. 

We have been operating successfully on 
sky-wave to the Bir Odeib Butlin's Camp, 
South of Suez. Hencefonvard we hope to be 
in contact as successfully with " B " Com
pany at Aqaba. 

Yesterday the Brigade Commander's Ad
ministrative Inspection took place. Out of 
the Platoon, thirty-four strong on paper, 
there were only eleven weary men on parade. 
For the occasion, the stores received a much
needed face-lift and now look almost artistic. 

Mention must be made of Johnson's Bogey 
- no set he tries to operate will work if the 
C.O. is within twenty yards of him! 

Exchange News: - A female voice that 
asked for a certain Cpl. Thompson was put 
through in error(?) to an ex-Pronto of a 
simila r-sounding name. The reply to the 
gentle inquiry, " Is that you, Norman?" 
cannot be recorded here. 

M.T. Section 

Since we submitted our last journal notes 
we have been kept very much on the go and 
although the projected excursion into Sinai to 
" fight " the Parachute Brigade fell through, 
we have all spent a considerable time in the 
desert on Battalion and Company Exercises 
and in brushing up our driving and camou
flage. 

Some of the more fortunate have also spent 
some days in Camp beside the Gulf of Suez. 
On seeing the very healthy looking tan which 
they had acquired, it was not hard to imagine 
why there was some reluctance to return 
when the time came. 

Internal Security Duties have of course also 
made demands on us, of which the Lakeside 
Patrol is undoubtedly the most popular. 
At the moment, we are all filled with envy 
at the good fortune of Ptes. Walker 31, Lee 
and l\Iooney who have just left with " B " 
Company for Aqaba. 

Our Motor Cycle trials team is to be con
gratulated on some very successful " pot 
hunting," by winning the 1 Division Motor 
Cycle Trials as a team and Cfn. Harbour in 
taking third place in the individual com
petition. The same team, Cpl. Seaman, Cfn. 
Harbour, and Pte. Hulme are now looking 
fonvard to a trip to Cyprus in the near 
future where they will form the Gds. Bde. 
" A " team in the British T roops Eo-ypt 
Competition. 
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The departure of many old faces ha,. we 
regret to say, continued at a steady p ... c• as 
the Python Tours run out and the -:\a t. >nal 
Service l\Ien seek their " freedom. " Among 
those old hands who have left us are : L{Cpl. 
Bevington, Ptes. Brennan, Barnes, ~Iaddock , 
l\Iorgan , Sykes and Cooke and we wish them 
luck for the future. 

L / Cpl. Gatley who is at present on leave 
at home will be back with us shortly with all 
the latest from the Army M. T. School. Cpl. 
Bateman, an old friend, has just rejoined 
us, arriving with a draft from Brancepeth, 
and very glad we arc to see him. 

Sgt. Wood is to be congratulated on his 
promotion which followed the departure of 
Sgt. Forster for home, and it is hoped that 
he will get his inter-tour leave now that the 
Administrative Inspection is behind us for 
another year. To all our new arrivals we say 
" welcome," and assure them that they will 
get a ll the driving experience they want 
during their stay in the Canal Zone. 

T he Band 

Submerged beneath a deluge of commit
ments and engagements, it is hoped that these 
" Musical " Notes, will eventually resolve to 
their final cadence, in time for " The Grand 
Concert." Since submission of the last com
position, work has been incessant, and the 
Band is on the lips of all garrisoned in the 
Canal Area, whilst praises sung in many 
voices issue forth with the regularity of a 
metronome. 

During February, the Military Band, be
sides fulfilling its normal routine of Officers ' 
Guest Nights, and a regular Sunday morning 
concert for the troops, realized what to ex
pect in the future, as the sole Band in thi, 
area. The Sunday Concerts are extremely 
popular. We can always expect a large and 
receptive audience, which has recently been 
augmented by the arrival of some marned 
families. 

Early in the month , the Band played at 
Admin. P arades of both The Life G -
and R.A.S.C., and also for a Gu 
at the W.R.A. C. Officers' ;\[e--, an 
unusual experience. Arounrl tln- pen 
also the British TP •P' E:!yp• R 
together with the · Man:hin. 
Grenadier Guard,.. , en • 
Barracks, London , IV\"~~.·..-

t· •ur of dut\· F -
Ba nd perf 
Road a 
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scales the escarpment sheltering the camps in 
the Fayid Garrison. 

March commenced with recordings of 
appropriate music for a Regimental History 
programme on the Durham Light Infantry, 
featured by the Forces Broadcasting Ser
vices. This was closely followed by playing 
for the final of the Divisional Football, and 
the next day came a visit to Moascar, to 
render appropriate music for the farewell 
cocktail party of Major-General Poett, C.B., 
D.S.O. This proved to be a quite delightful 
excursion, and gave the majority of the 
Band, their first opportunity of seeing the 
Suez Canal and its traffic at close quarters. 

Within two days came another Admin. 
Parade for 10 / Railway Squadron, followed 
by an Officers' Guest Night at H.Q., 
R.A.S.C. Also during March we played for a 

VISIT OF THE C.l.G.S. 
Field i\larshal Sir John Harding meets 

B.S.i\1. A. Plumley 

dedication service of the Battalion Chapel 
which is named St. Cuthbert's in honour of 
the patron saint of Co. Durham. The follow
ing day, came yet another Admin. Parade, 
this time for the R.A.M.C., followed again 
by the " Marching-in " of the relieving 
Grenadier Guards from England. 

The dance bands have been out continu
ously, but the functions at which they have 
played are far too many to enumerate. Both 
bands have earned excellent reputations, and 
have their own regular weekly bookings. The 
large dance band is also much in demand on 
the Forces Broadcasting Service for weekly 
programmes, and we have recently completed 
a ten week series for a show on the lines of 
the B.B.C. "Take it from Here," aptly 
called "On Parade." We have also com
pleted another series entitled " Radio Show
time.'' 
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We welcome the families of the Band
master, and B. S. M. Plumley, who appear 
to have settled down quickly to their change 
of environment, and have completely lost 
their pasty U.K. look. 

Sport, with the football and hockey seasons 
over, is in the interim period of change over, 
but we hope soon to be organised for cricket. 
However, all are efficient and keen swimmers, 
so that everyone looks fit and very brown. 
The Band Yachtsmen are always sailing 
when duty permits, and we hope soon to hear 
of them winning prizes at the local regattas. 
In the B.T.E. Individual Athletics Meeting 
held recently, at which the Band also played, 
Bdsm. Lawrence was fourth in the Hammer 
Throwing, in which a new record was set, 
whilst Cpl. Haggart did well in the Javelin. 

During the last month, we have said fare
well to Cpl. H. Campbell after thirteen years 
with us. We shall miss him in the Band ranks, 
as will the Battalion on the Sports Field, but 
nevertheless, we all hope that with his wife 
and family, he will find happiness and suc
cess in civilian life. 

On the brighter side, we welcome to the 
Band this week, Bdsm. Wrigglesworth, and 
Tate, who we trust will soon settle into this 
very worthwhile occupation. 

All in all, the Band has more than justified 
its presence in this theatre with the Battalion, 
and has given much pleasure in all directions, 
setting a fine example of spirit and industry, 
despite local Khamsins and irritating sand
storms. To all friends and acquaintances, our 
best wishes for a pleasant summer, and we 
hope to be back with you for the next. 

Sergeants' Mess 
Apart from Games Evenings and Dances 

very little has happened during the last 
Quarter. At last our families have started 
arriving and we welcome Mrs. Crowhurst, 
~Irs. Plumley, Mrs. Beirne, Mrs. Gibbins, 
:\Irs. Dorward and Mrs. Kemp, and hope that 
their tour will be an enjoyable one. Providing 
the points barrier can be broken, we should 
be welcoming more of our families in the near 
future. 

We have had quite a number of games 
evenings, and so far we have more than held 
our own at darts, dominoes, crib and table 
tennis, but at snooker we are out of practice, 
and have had to admit defeat despite the 
R.S.:M.'s grand slams and Benny's special 
chalk which were of no avail. At darts we 
boast one of the finest teams in the Zone, but 
unfortunately in the Sgts'. Mess competition, 
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we were beaten by the Div. Column R.A.S.C. 
in the Semi-Finals; our team was greatly 
weakened by heavy Guard and I.S. commit
ments. 

Our dances have proved a tremendous 
success and arc becoming more and more 
popular. We run our dances once a fortnight, 
and the St. Valentine's dance was one to re
member; this was by far the best up to date, 
everything went according to plan, and Taffy 
Shorde must be complimented on turning out 
a first-class Buffet, which included a Fish 
and Chip Stand- a rare novelty in the Canal 
Zone. 

We congratulate C.S.M. Whelan on his 
promotion to C.S.l\I., also Sgts. Gaffney and 
Wood to Sgt. We have said farewell to a very 
old member of our 1\Iess, A.Q.l\LS. Reece, 
who has left us to join 1st Infantry Work
shops; also Sgt. Howells, who has left for 
civilian life. 

In conclusion, we offer best wishes for the 
future to all serving and ex-members of the 
Regiment wherever they may be. 

Heard in the Mess: -" I sec there is a 
Padre's hour tomorrow, is that the church 
N.A.A.F.I. break?" 

Member going on Leave:-" Have you a 
photograph I could have of Cloggy. I want to 
put it on the mantlepiece to keep the kids 
away from the fire." 

Polo 
By 14th March, operation " Horse Coper 

I '' had been completed and eight new ponies 
from Cyrenaica were safely in the stables. In 
this '' land of self help '' starting a saddle 
club from absolutely nothing is quite an 
achievement. Firstly, a reasonable site for the 
stable had to be found and luckily this fell 
into our hands quite quickly, mainly owing 
to the excellence of our Band, who played 
very well indeed on the Administrative In
spection parade of the unit commanded by 
the C.R.E. (South). When he came to thank 
us for the band a little question was put to 
him about an obscure building. This building 
was being used for making flooring tiles for 
tents by a bunch of B.O.R. prisoners who 
had been condemned to be discharged with 
ignominy. In ten minutes the selfsame C.R.E. 
had been up to see the building and it was 
our's less the prisoners! Although a little 
way from our camp, we cannot be choosy 
in a land of tents when a stone shell with a 
roof on it falls into our hands so easily. 

Before ever embarking on this project a 
Saddle Club for the Brigade had to be sane-

tioned at a Central mcctmg of r' pre~entatl\ , 
from all existing Saddle Clubs m the Zone. 
After a morning of much wrangling it wa, 
agreed and a certain number of hor~L,:. a.n I 
ponies from ()7 Animal Tpl. Coy. R.A.S.C . 
which was breaking up at the end of :\I rch, 
were to be allotted to the D C\\ lv formul 
Saddle Club as a nucleus with which to start. 
Stores and materials with which to build wer~ 
the next headache and much bargaining and 
scrounging had to be done before enough 
timber and cement was available to start. 

Unit pioneers and any bricklayers to be 
found in rifle companies, who were not on 
guard or building the N.A.A.F.I. in camp, 
which was top priority, were scraped together 
to start the good work. Reynolds was put in 
charge of the work after an R.E . design done 
by a Sapper in his spare time had been 
approved. Cpl. Murray of the Assault pion
eers became foreman and was assisted by men 
from the Battalion and the Irish Guards as 
they became available. 

One day we would have two men working 
and another perhaps six if we were lucky. 
There were, of course, the black days when 
no men were available and transport was 
and vice versa. By the last week in ~larch, the 
stables were far enough advanced to house 
the ponies and we moved in from the Life 
Guards' stables who had very kindly helped 
us out. We are much indebted to them for 
so kindly helping us out in the early stages. 

On 25th February, Humphreys departed 
by air for Benghazi on a week's tour of 
Cyrenaica, in search of suitable ponies. Two 
grooms had already left by sea, complete 
with head collars and forage, in a L.S.T. 
fitted up with enough horse boxes to transport 
eight ponies. The Royal Scots Greys, at 
Barcc, had very kindly offered to give us 
every assistance in finding ponies and could 
not have been more helpful. The firsttwodays 
were spent in Benghazi where Major F. H . 
Orr, R.A.V.C. and Brigadier Shaw, Police 
Adviser to the Cyrenaican Government \\, :-e 
most helpful. The latter incidentally hunt~ the 
Benghazi Bobbcry pack of houn ls con,·~ 
of three couple, a couple of old foxh 
a couple of crossbred foxh ·und"·cum-' 
and a couple of pure bred ...c'~~ 
was very amusing to attend a 
very sporting pack and ,ee pink 
outskirts of Ben~hazi. Cnf 
did not pt:rmit an aftem 
were pome- to be tried 
da'·' in Ben,bazi a • 
and tried t Th 



ponies as the taxi is fast replacing the '' ghari 
wallah " in Benghazi. It was an amusing 
sight to see these poor little ponies coming to 
the officers' mess of the 25th Armd. Bde. for 
trial and a good few were rejected on sight. 

It may seem funny to some readers that one 
has to resort to choosing '' ghari ponies '' 
and those who remember the same calibre 
pony in India and elsewhere will undoubt
edly read this with a smile on their faces. 
However, the Cyrenaican ghari pony has a 
g1eat heart and is on the whole much better 
looked after than his counterpart in India and 
other places. The average height of t hese 
ponies runs out to be about 14·1, which is 
small, but this type of pony is much more 
amenable to training quickly and has little 
fear of stick and ball. This partly influenced 
the decision to buy from Cyrenaica, as 
opposed to Cyprus or Jordan, where ponies 
are harder to get and more expensive. For a 
short term investment it was considered the 
best place from which to buy. 

Four ponies were eventually selected from 
the 30 at an average price of £30. Major Orr, 
who was on leave, then accompanied 
Humphreys up country to Barce where three 
days were spent staying with the Greys. No 
place could be nicer in this part of the world 
in spring than the Barce Vale with all the 
young corn coming up, the almond and peach 
trees in blossom and the olive groves looking 
pleasantly green after the Canal Zone. The 
Greys have a very comfortable Italian bar
racks and a pack of foxhounds. The purchase 
of ponies in this Gebel area is rather different 
from that in Benghazi. The form is that one 
finds out the days of the markets in the 
small Gebel villages and gets there very early 
in the morning. Very shortly one sees ponies 
being ridden in to market by the Arabs over 
the hills. Some of these ponies have come 
great distances with a large Arab riding them 
waving everything; a bit of iron in their 
mouths and an enormous Arab saddle. Well 
they know the feel of the raw hide whip and 
as most Arabs only know one ,pace, the 
gallop, it is not surprising that the ponies 
have little flesh on them, but they are hardy 
and courageous. Nearly all of them are 
stallions. The word soon goes round that there 
is a prospective buyer about and ponies 
appear from nowhere very suddenly. On the 
whole the price asked for this type of pony 
by Arab farmers is higher than that of the 
" ghari wallah." They generally start at 
about £60 to £70 and the average time taken 
in bargaining for a pony is over two hours. 
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The sale is always cemented by a cup of black 
Turkish coffee and perhaps some hard boiled 
eggs as well. It entails long distances and 
sometimes going about twenty kilometres into 
the wild Gebel country to look at a pony 
which turns out to be no use. At first it was 
not altogether encouraging but during the 
three days about li5 to 20 ponies were ridden 
and two selected. 

From Barce, the country further east was 
combed and two nights were spent in Cirene 
at a most delightful leave hotel overlooking 
the Mediterranean. One pony was bought 
from Cirene and one from Giovanni Berta 
which completed the eight. After seeing the 
ponies off to Benghazi where they were 
shipped to Port Said under the kindly eye of 
Orr, Humphreys motored on through Derna 
and Tobruk and caught the plane at EIAdem, 
which was beginning to be transformed for 
the Queen's visit at the beginning of May. 

Out of the eight ponies the Battalion had 
five and the Irish Guards three. We are 
now preparing for exercise '' Horse Coper 
II " from the same area and hope to get at 
least another two or three ponies out of that. 
Any morning of the week officers can be seen 
schooling their ponies for polo at 6.15 in the 
morning and the new ponies are coming on 
very well. The wooden horse in the mess com
pound has been very useful to learn stick 
work from and has certainly earned its keep! 

At present Humphreys and Whitworth are 
playing polo regularly at Fayid polo ground 
on Danny Boy and Silver, two of the ponies 
from 67 Animal Tpt. Coy. Grosch, Reynolds, 
:\IcConkey and Owen are in the knocking 
about stage and hope to take the field very 
shortly on their own ponies. There are many 
more very interested and when ponies become 
available they want to start. The Colonel rides 
quite often in the early mornings and is having 
a pony on the next lift from Cyrenaica. 
Before the year is out, we hope to field a 
regimental side in the low handicap tourna
ments and be playing regimental polo. 

Hockey 
The Hockey Season has been an excellent 

one. The Battalion team played in the local 
?lfajor Units Hockey League, the Army (Egypt) 
Hockey Cup and the 1st Infantry Division 
Hockey Challenge Cup (an end-of-season 
knock-out competition). In the first-named, 
after a not-so-good start, the team got into its 
stride and had an eleven-match run without 
defeat, to bring us high up in the final plac
ings. In the Army Cup, we got into the Canal 
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South Finals and were beaten by Engineer 
Base Group after a close game. In the knock
out competition we just scraped home (4-'{) 
against H.Q. 1 In£. Div. 22 Field Engineer 
Regt., our next opponents, had an Inter
national and two Army players in their team. 
They proved to be a very good team and beat 
us 5-0. Generally, the hockey has been of a 
high standard and has been good fun. The 
following have been playing in the team:
Major Thompson, Capt. Grosch, Lt. Blake, 
Lt. Gibbons, 2/Lt. Pascoe, 2/Lt. Stockland, 
2/Lt. Windsor-Aubrey, R.S.M. Edwards, 
R.Q.l\I.S. Calvert, C.S.M. Elliott, Sgt. 
Broadley, Sgt. Ball, Cpl. Campbell, Bdsm. 
Brian, Bdsm. Aubrey and Pte. Ripley. 

The present guard commitments have cut 
short the Inter-Company Hockey Le::tgu::: . 
H.Q. "A," with three wins and one draw to 
their credit, are the present leaders. 

Boxing 
In the Guards Brigade Boxing Champion

ships, the Battalion first met 26 Field Regi
ment Royal Artillery. We won handsomely, 
losing only two fights. In the finals we met 
the 1st Battalion the Irish Guards. The first 
four fights ended in knock-outs (three in our 
favour) and set the tone for a hefty evening's 
boxing. In the end we lost by seventeen 
points to sixteen. Much credit is due to all the 
boxers who trained and fought hard and to 
P.T.I. (now Bugle-1\Iajor) Sweatman who 
was in charge. 

Later in the season we had a friendly con
test with the 3rd Battalion the Parachute 
Regiment. We took a scratch team up to 
Moascar and although we won only three 
fights had a very enjoyable day. 

The following represented the Battalion in 
the Championships: -C.S.M. Elliott, Ptes. 
Eglintine, Roll, Turnbull, Whitlie, Gorringe, 
Ince, Brown, Thompson, Bullock, Miller, 
Robson and Carr. Those who helped us out 
at 1\Ioascar: -Cpls. Gibbons, Murray,L/Cpl. 
Sweeney, Ptes . Harrison and Pyle. 

Rugby 
The 1053-54 season, our first for many 

years, has been more successful than was 
expected. We suffered rather at the begin
ning, due to the fact that we were about a 
month behind with practice and match ex
perience, but this was overcome mid-way 
through the season by dint of hard practise, 
getting properly fit and some severe bad 
language. 

The following are games played since fix-

4:. 

tures were last reported. In add1tion to the," 
five were cancelled because of guard,, m
juries and unplayable grounds. 
I. Versus R.A.F. El Hamra \\'on 1/ II 
2. Versus 22nd Field Regiment R.E. \\"on II J 
3. Versus 42nd Survey Regiment RE. Won b ) 
4. Versus R.A.P.C. Fayid Garrison \\"on 15 ) 
5. Versus H .Q., RA.M.C.FayidGarri~on Won 13 s 

In all of these games the forwards play J 
extremely well though they were always in
clined to be a bit sluggish during the first fh·, 
minutes or so. The "' three-quarters " were 
quite good in spasms, but handling and tack
ling by them during the season have often 
been lamentably weak. Had these faults been 
only slightly Jess pronounced, we should have 
run up much higher scores in many cases and 
should have won several more games. 

The return of Capt. Grosch to the Bat
talion gave us a wonderful left wing, but he 
arrived just too late to be properly broken 
into the Team. 

R. .1\I. Edwards distinguished himself by 
playing for the Army in Egypt XV in their 
match against Combined Services Malta. 
The following table gives results during the 
whole season :-

Points 
F£xtures ll'o~£ Draw~£ L ost Ca11celled For Agai11st 

25 10 2 4 9 166 82 
In the seven-a-side competition we proved 

to be our own worst enemy. We got off to a 
good start by defeating 22nd Fd. Engr. Regt. 
R.E. by 16 pts. to nil in the second round 
after a bye in the first. The following week
end we played G.H.Q. " A " Team in the 
quarter-finals and lost by 3 pts. to n il. Th.is 
was quite ridiculous because we most cer
tainly could have beaten them on normal 
form. They managed to hustle us badly in 
the first two minutes or so and we never re
covered from it, though we were pre,,m~ 
very hard towards the end and Capt. Gro h 
had a try disallowed. 

The two quarter-finalist losers played each 
other to provide interest durin;,; the breathm_ 
space allowed to the finalisb bet\\ n 
semi-final and the final. We played th .... 
Lancashire " A " Team and havm~ 
plctely recovered from '' comp tit n 
we beat them fairly soundly by G p·- • 

Prospects next sca,..on so far -
arc uncertain. ~Iany player' ha\ 
for England , several are _on~ 
and " Anno Domini " \\ i1 p~ 
for some of the remainder I 

There will, however, be 
perienced players left \\h -
bas1s of a .-ound team 

Hl 
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THE 

SECOND 

BATTALION 

The Training Season in Rhine Army started 
in earnest in March, since when many mem
bers of the Battalion have only had the occa
sional glimpse of Barracks in Wuppertal. 
Spring in Germany this year is very late. 
Even at the time of writing in early May, the 
trees are only just beginning to leaf. It has 
been cold and wet, and sleeping out on 
exercises has been an especially chilly 
business. 

In the middle of :\la rch, " A " and " C " 
Companies went to the Haltcrn Training Area 
for 10 days for section training, combined 
with field firing exercises . The Machine Gun 
Platoon a lso went there for :\lachine Gun 
classification before going up to Sennelager, 
m early April, for the Divisional :\lachine 
Gun concentration . " B " Company re
mained in Barracks to carry out continua
tion training with the draft, which arrived 
from the Depot at the end of February. 
Having completed continuation training, th is 
draft is a lready beginning to disperse for 
specialist training. With the old members of 
the Company going on release on i\lay ;)th, 
·' B " Company will soon be very weak 
again. 

The Battalion Rifle Meeting was held on 
~larch 26th, and 27th, on the local ranges. 
The programme had to be slightly curtailed 
as the :Meeting had to be sandwiched in be
tween the return of Companies from Haltern 
on :Olarch 25th, and the move of the Bat
talion to Senne lager on -;\larch 28th . Such are 
the commitments in this Command that the 
arrangement of normal Regimental functions 
' a very tricky business. 

At the Rifle Meeting, it was decided at the 
-t m nutc to superimpose the Brigade com
titian and ' a private meeting of 6th Infantry 
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Workshops R.E .l\I.E. The first day was very 
wet, while the second day was cold and over
cast. However, this did not upset the admir
able arrangements made by the Weapon 
Training Officer, :\Iajor Benson. Cpl. Robin
son of " A " Company is to be congratulated 
on winning the Gold -;\ledal. Support Com
pany won theCompanyShield. In thevisitors' 
Falling Plate match, six teams were entered; 
H.Q . 6th Infantry Brigade, l st Battalion The 
Northamptonshire Regiment, 1st Battalion 
The Suffolk Regiment, 6th Infantry Work
shops R.E.:\l.E., the local German Frontier 
Police and ourselves. This match was won by 
our team, though only by a narrow margin. 
Mrs. Benson won the Ladies' :\latch and had 
obviously had some expert coaching before
hand . 

We have just heard that we have won the 
Divisional Shield by an easy margin. This 
competition is for the best combined score of 
the B.A.O.R. Qualifying :\latch a nd the 
Wavell Cup. We had a very good score 
indeed in the former, but were narrowly 
beaten in the Wavell Cup, by the 1st Bn. 
Royal Leicesters. Major Benson and the team 
arc to be congratulated on winning the 
Divisional Shield and we have great hopes of 
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success in the B.A.O.R. Rifle Meeting, to be 
held at the end of May. 

The Machine Gun Platoon had a better 
shoot than last year in the Machine Gun Cup, 
when they were third in the Army. We hope 
it may be good enough to win the Cup this 
year. 

On March 28th, the Battalion, less rear 
details, moved to Sennelager, for three weeks 
for section and platoon training. This period 
at Sennelager is always most valuable. The 
Field Firing ranges are good, and Companies 
can concentrate on essential details. In partic
ular, the effects of a German winter in 
Barracks are quickly removed. The Battalion 
returned on Good Friday for the Easter 
break. 

After Easter, most officers and about 200 
men took part in a Divisional Signal Exercise, 
which lasted for one week. This exercise takes 
place each year on the Hahne training area 
North of Hanover. It is primarily designed 
for the Divisional Artillery, and is the cul
mination of their annual practice camp. With 
the departure of the 1st Northamptons for 
Korea at the beginning of April, the Bat
talion is the only unit remaining in the 6th 
Infantry Brigade for the moment. For this 
exercise, we had to find two complete Bat
talion Headquarters with their attendant 
Company Headquarters as lower controls. 
This stretched our resources to the limit. 2 
D.L.I. was commanded by the C.O., the 
other Battalion, which was named the Suffolk 
Light Infantry to the amusement of all, by 
the Second-in-Command. 

Our sporting activities have been somewhat 
curtailed recently. The Football team, having 
been knocked out of the Army Cup, were 
beaten by the 3rd Hussars in the Divisional 
Cup. The Cross-Country team, which had 
won the Divisional Cup, came third in the 
Rhine Army championship, which qualified 
them for the Army Championship at Col
chester on March 17th. Here they finished 
fifth out of twelve teams. 

The next event of major interest is the 
Athletics meeting on May 11th. This is fol
lowed on May 12th by an event of different 
interest, though of equal anticipation-the 
outing of the Wives' Club to see the bulbs in 
Holland. Husbands have to be given a half
holiday on that day to look after the children. 

Finally, we reserve to the last the news of 
outstanding interest and importance. At 
Easter, a signal was received issuing the 
warning order that the Battalion is likely to 
move to Kenya in December. The Command-

ing Officer announced th :> to th Ba 
after Church on Easter unJav. At the • 
of going to press, confirmat. n of th - m 
still awaited, but it is hopt.>d that th
soon be confirmed. Kenya IS undoubted,. a 
good station combined with a bit of ac \ 
service. 

" A " Company 
The last quarter has seen the emergence of 

B.A.O.R. from its winter quarters, and the 
start of the 1954 Training Season. Already 
the Company has spent 27 days out of the 
last 29 days training at either Haltern or 
Sennelager. At the beginning of the quarter 
C.S.M. Beatson and his family returned to 
England for the last six months of his service. 
He had been with the Company since its 
formation, in May, 1952, at Barnard Castle . 
We were all very sorry to see him go. We 
welcome C.S.M. Weatherall in his place, and 
hope he will have a pleasant and happy stay 
with us. We have also lost the whole of 5206 
Group, who left us in February, 2 / Lt. 
Patten, who has returned to civilian life, and 
Cpl. Peart and Pte. Greenwell, who have 
both gone to join the 17th Parachute Bat
talion on the completion of their Service . We 
welcome 2 / Lt. Buck from Eaton Hall , who 
joined us at Sennelager and has taken over 
command of Aisne Platoon. 

This quarter has really fallen into three d is
tinct phases, the barrack life period , the 
Haltern training period and the Sennelager 
training period. Our barrack life has been de
voted, in the main, to 3rd Class Education 
and P .E. tests and, by virtue of giving it 
absolute priority, we had very great success 
in the former in which 84 per cent passed. 

The P.E. Tests have taken longer to com
plete and, even now, we are by no means 
finished. Just before we left for Haltern , the 
Company gave a party for .'5206 Group, 
which was presided over by the outgoing 
Sergeant-Major; this was a great success and 
everyone enjoyed both the d rinks and the 
supper. 

On March 15th, the Company mo\ed 
Haltern and were accommoda~t.'<i n 
quisitioned German Hotel. Th·- " -
well, as to start with the \\eath£~ 
cold and wet. We mana:?:cd t -
quota of fires with ~-inch "\! rtar ' 
got through a \"a:>t am un 
We also carried out ou:: 
hours, which was -u 
ever\"· ne a:: ~he oo-~ r 
and-~ rt feet. 
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Whilst at Haltern the Company went over 
to Gelsenkirchen to watch England " B " 
play Germany " B " at football. England 
duly won by four goals to none and many of 
us were treated to a fight between two Ger
man civilians, one of whom had applauded a 
good piece of play by England and had been 
promptly struck in the face by another 
spectator. After the police had pulled them 
apart, their tempers cooled down, and they 
were later allowed to watch the rest of the 
match. 

We returned to Barracks on the evening of 
Thursday 2.>th, and on Friday and Saturday, 
took part in the Battalion Rifle Meeting. Our 
Rifle and L.l\I.G. Teams did well but our two 
Sten Teams finished in the last two places 
which dropped our total so low that we 
finished last. In the Individual Rifle, we had 
great success. Cpl. Robinson won the Gold 
1\Iedal and C.Q.M.S. Weir and Cpl. Mason 
were second and third respectively. On Sun
day, in almost indecent haste, we left for 
Sennelager for three weeks training. We were 
accommodated in good barracks and were 
once again thankful for this, owing to the 
really disgusting weather. Our first week was 
spent in classification on the Rifle and L. ;\f. G. 
and, in spite of the cold and wet, we achieved 
very good results. 

The following obtained Marksman's Badges 
with the Rifle: -Cpl. Thompson, Cpl. 
Robinson, Cpl. Mason, L fCpl. 1\Ietcalfe, Pte .. 
Lee 87, Pte. Hall, Pte. Goosens, Pte. Burn 
and Pte. Armstrong. On the L.?ILG. Lf Cpl. 
Metcalfe was the only Marksman. He 
achieved the distinction of being a Marksman 
on both major weapons. 

Our second and third weeks were spent 
field firing and just before we left Sennelager, 
we held our Inter-Platoon Athletic Meeting, 
to pick our team for the Battalion Meeting on 
May 11th. Company Headquarters won the 
competition with 35 points, Aisne Pl. were 
second with 23 points and Somme Pl. third 
with 14 points. 

Individual results were as follows: -
100x- 1st, Pte. Todd (" H.Q."); 2nd, 

L fCpl. Bogan "Somme"). 
Hammer- 1st, L fCpl. Metcalfe ("H.Q."); 

2nd, Pte. Spoors ("Somme"). 
400x- 1st, Pte. Perry ("H.Q."); 2nd, 

1\Iajor Gibson ("H.Q."). 
High Jump-1st, Pte. Todd ("H.Q.); 2nd, 

Pte. Bartle ("Somme"). 
Javelin-1st, L /Cpl. Metcalfe ("H.Q."); 

2nd, LfCpl. Parker ("Somme"). 
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800x-1st, Pte. Pickles ("Aisne" ); 2nd, 
Pte. Frazer ("H.Q."). 

Discus-1st, Lf Cpl. Metcalfe ("H.Q." ); 
2nd, LfCpl. O'Hara ("Somme"). 

Long Jump-1st, Pte. Pickles ("Aisne"); 
2nd, Pte. Spraggon ("Aisne"). 

1,500 Metres- 1st, Pte. Frazer ("H.Q."); 
2nd, Pte. Slater 06 ("Aisne"). 

5hot---.1st, L fCpl. Metcalfe ("H.Q." ); 
2nd, Pte. Bell ("Aisne"). 

5,000 Metres- 1st, Pte. Pickles ("Aisne" ); 
2nd, Pte. Perry ("H.Q."). 

200 Metres-1st, Pte. Todd ("H.Q." ); 
2nd, L /Cpl. Bogan ("Somme"). 

We arrived back in Barracks on Good 
Friday; unfortunately, the Easter weather 
was far more reminiscent of Christmas and 
little could be done out of doors. 

The rest of the month was spent putting 
Casuals through their P.E. Tests and getting 
our administration in order. We stay in 
Barracks until May 17th when we go out to 
Berkenberg for five days training and Field 
Firing. 

" B " Company 
We are very shortly to lose all that now 

remains of the original Company, when 
twenty-two stalwarts who joined us in July, 
1952, in Barnard Castle, leave for the Depot 
and demobilization on 3rd May, 1954. A very 
high proportion of them are Non-Commis
sioned Officers and they include such im
portant people as L fCpl. Teasdale, the Com
pany Clerk, Pte. Malia, our arms and G.1098 
storeman, Pte. Stockdale, the Company 
Commander's batman, and Pte. Todhunter, 
the sanitary expert, not to mention nine mem
bers of the Battalion Shooting Teams. They 
will be sorely missed, but we wish them the 
best of fortune in their chosen careers. 

Sgt. McBirnie has recently joined the Com
pany. We are very pleased to have him with 
us, particularly as Sgt. Jordan has been work
ing for the Quartermaster for some months 
and is now promoted to Colour-Sergeant, so 
it seems that he is lost to us. We hope to be 
able to welcome Mrs. 1\icBirnie before long. 

Another recent arrival was Cpl. Fawcett 
who is now doing a Platoon Weapons Course 
at Hythe. 

During February, we were proud to see 
Cpl. Broom running so well with the Bat
talion Cross-Country Team. They did excep
tionally well, and well deserved their trip to 
England to run in the Army Finals. 

At about the same time the Company Foot
ball team was doing splendidly in winning 
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the Brigade Inter-Company Competition, and 
then playing in the Divisional Competition, 
being beaten by a squadron of the 3rd 
Hussars. 

We were delighted on 2nd March to receive 
a new draft, thirty-seven strong, from the 
Depot. We were able to give them three weeks 
intensive training in Barracks before going to 
Sennelager for a further three weeks training. 

At the end of March, we had a Battalion 
Rifle Meeting. This year the opposition was 
stiffer than last, and we lost our position as 
Champion Shooting Company. However, we 
won the Rifle Team Match, and several in
dividuals did very well indeed, particularly 
Pte. Guthrie who proved to be the Champion 
Shot (Privates) for the second year running, 
and Cpl. Telford who was the Champion 
Shot (Corporals). The weather was appalling 
and apparently upset a number of the better 
shots. Besides doing field firing exercises at 

ennelager we had the Classification Range 
for four days, and classified with both the 
rifle and light machine gun. We had a very 
gratifying number of marksmen with the 
former weapon, but one wonders whether the 
powers that be have not made the qualifying 
standard too low. It has always been the 
tradition that only the very best shots can be 
marksmen. With the new course-it appears 
to be easier than ever before. 

We feel we are most fortunate in having 
Lt. ]. H. J acob posted to the Company as 
Second-in-Command. We hope his stay with 
us will be a long and enjoyable one. 

At the time of going to press, we have held 
our Company sports meeting, and are getting 
down seriously to training for the Battalion 
Athletics :Meeting. We are also trying out our 
new talent in the cricket field, and beginning 
to prepare for the Inter-Company cricket 
matches. 

2 / Lt. P. A. Bell has left us for the 1st Bat
talion, and we hope he is enjoying life in the 
Canal Zone. It will probably pay him not to 
misread his map in Egypt. 

" C " Company 
As usual, there have been many changes in 

the Company since the last notes. First and 
foremost, we now have a new Company Com
mander. Major C. Burdon-Taylor has come 
from the Orderly Room to take the place of 
Major F. A. S. Murray, M.C. We also wel
come 2/ Lt. D. Chapman from Eaton Hall. 

Meanwhile there has been much coming 
and going amongst our National Servicemen. 
L /Cpl. Carney, Ptes. Eden, Errington , New, 

427 

Newton, Oxley, and Stobbs went their several 
ways in the middle of ;\larch, while Cpl. 
Dunn, P tes. Birch, Hood, Layboume, and 
Leonard leave us in the next fortnight. In 
Oxley we lost a Battalion cricketer and 
hockey player, in Cpl. Dunn another hockey 
p~ayer and in Hood one of the Company's 
footballers. We hope, therefore, for great 
things from our new draft which reached us 
a week ago from the Depot of the King's 
Shropshire Light Infantry . But whatever 
their sporting prowess, we are very glad to 
welcome them to the Company and hope they 
will enjoy their stay with us. 

Another new draft of forty-four men will 
arrive this month. They are all from the 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light In
fantry. As we already have thirty-three men 
from the hropshire Light Infantry the Com
panv will be composed of the lOOth, 4:hd and 
.i:hd of Foot, very much a Brigade Company. 

The B.A.O.R. training season has a lready 
engulfed us. Ten days at Haltern (where we 
were visited by the correspondent of the 
" Sunday Sun ") was followed by the two 
days of the Battalion Rifle ;\leeting and then 
by three weeks at Sennelager. 

At the Battalion Rifle Meeting we met with 
varied success. Major Burdon-Taylor was the 
Champion Officer and Sgt. Breen was third 
equal in the Gold Medal but 2 / Lt. Harbottle, 
despite strong competition, won the officers' 
wooden spoon . Major Burdon-Taylor, Sgt. 
Breen , Cpl. Charlton, L / Cpl. Conroy and 
Ptes. Rodgers and Conn have been selected 
to train for the Battalion team. 

After the Company had been knocked out 
of the Brigade Inter-Company Football they 
played "B," " H .Q." and "S.P." Com
panies, winning each match 8-1, !'l-1 and 
:~-1 , respectively. This gave us a total of 
20 goals in three games with only 3 against. 
During the season the Company played 2R 
games scoring 1:>0 goals. Pts.l\IcEwan, Frost, 
Bird, and ).funcaster played regularly for the 
Battalion. 

The Company also played against the Ger
man Frontier Police who were defeated 3- 1. 
Another game with the Police has been 
arranged for the near future. 

Cpl. Amos represented the Battalion in the 
Cross-Country Team which went to England. 

While we were at Sennelager we held our 
Company Sports. Pte. :\IcEwen practically 
swept the board by capturing five prizes, but 
2/ Lt. Chapman, Cpl. Hender:;on, Ptes. 
Adams, Bird, Pattison, and Walker also had 
their successes. 
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We congratulate C / Sgt. :Meredith on his 
promotion to W. 0. II. He is to take over 
from C.S.~I. Carr when the latter leaves us in 
July. Following the L / Cpls. Cadre in 
February, L f Cpls. Amos, Dolphin, Fox, and 
Hastings have been promoted to Corporal. 

The news of the Battalion's move to Kenya 
was received with mixed feelings. On the 
whole it was thought to be a good move and 
that many a worse posting could have been 
received. 

Many questions have been asked of people 
who knew Kenya regarding climate, cost of 
living and the local tribesmen. The idea of 
being paid in coconuts, salt or shells has been 
dispelled. 

In conclusion, to all those who have left the 
Company recently or will be leaving soon, we 
wish the best of luck in civilian life and hope 
that they will find that their time in the Army 
was of more value to them than perhaps they 
would admit. 

" D " Company 
We have been busy receiving, equipping 

and screening three new drafts. Approxi
mately 100 new faces have passed through 
the Company. 

We congratulate L / Cpl. Jarvis on passing 
the War Office Selection Board and wish him 
every success at Eaton Hall. 

In turn, we have said farewell to Ptes. 
Douglas and Burdon and L / Cpl. 
Eltringham. 

Out of our total strength of 1 Officer and 
1a other ranks, six of us managed to win 
prizes at the Battalion Rifle ~Ieeting. In 
fact five of the Company are training for the 
Battalion team. It is only fair to add that the 
Weapon Training Staff are in the Company. 

Support Company 
Once again we have started the Summer 

training season in B.A.O.R. Most of the de
tails of our activities are covered by Platoon 
notes, so I will content myself with a few 
general remarks. 

No notes would be complete without men
tion of C.S.M. Dobson who continues to look 
after our interests and " guide " the Com
pany Commander through the perils and pit
falls of Support Company. He has once again 
pulled us through a R.E.M.E. inspection and 
as a result of his " Driving " cadre, we are 
beginning to breathe a little easier. 

C.Q.l\l.S. Taylor has settled down to the 
task of running our G. 1098 stores, no easy 
job, but one he does with great efficiency. 
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Our l\l.T. Department under Pte. Chilton 
is now running smoothly and we welcome 
2 / Lt. Turner back to the fold. 

L / Cpl. Oliver, our worthy scribe, and Pte. 
Henderson, the pay wizard, continue to per
form their duties with quiet efficiency. 

The Company has been split up quite a lot 
with the Machine Gun Platoon at Haltern, 
then at Sennelager and finally at Putlos; the 
Anti-Tank Platoon at Hohne and thenPutlos; 
the Mortar Platoon at Sennelager and the 
Assault Pioneer Platoon attached to the 
Scots Guards for a week's training. How
ever, during the next month we hope to go 
out as a Company to our favourite training 
area by a reservoir, where the swimming is 
excellent. 

Our congratulations to the shooting team 
which managed to win the inter-company 
shield. 

Mortar Platoon 
We have now completed reforming after the 

run-out of National Servicemen, whose de
parture was noted in the last issue. We have 
also said goodbye to Cpls. French, Jones and 
Raine who have been with us for so long. Sgt. 
Eland has taken over as platoon Sergeant and 
Cpl. Scott has returned to us from " A " 
Company. We welcome Cpl. Smith, L f Cpl. 

THE MORTAR PLATOON 

APRIL 1954 

Gainsworthy and Pte . Ottley who have joined 
us from 1 K.O.Y.L.I. L/Cpl. Gainsworthy 
and Pte. Ottley came to deliver our new 
Humber 1-tonner and have stayed with us 
ever since. 

The first part of the year was mainly spent 
in individual training and reorganising the 
stores- where Hopper now presides. This had 
its interruptions and distractions of course. 
Pte. Dodd was in the Battalion ski-ing team 
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for the divisional championships. Pte. Lilley 
played for the football team, while Ptes. 
Doyle and Carter were in the Battalion box
ing team. We shared in " S " Company's 
laurels in the rifle meeting, on the results of 
which Pte. Whitelock was put into the Bat
talion shooting team. 

At the end of March we went with the 
Battalion to Sennelager. It was the first time 
the new members of the Platoon had fired 
live W' Mortar bombs. It was a pity that we 
could not make full use of the best range at 
Sennelager- Castle- owing to the M.M.G. 
concentration. On the one day we were on it, 
we had two fires. One was caused by phos
phorous bombs and was soon put out and 
another caused, apparently, by the Platoon 
Commander's Champ back-firing. This fire 
was much more successful in burning down 
the range. In the midst of our training we 
found time to beat the M.M.G. Platoon at 
football. So we returned to Wuppertal in high 
spirits for our Easter break. 

M.M.G. Platoon 

On 16th March, we went to Haltern for 
M.M.G. Classification and for some practise 
with rifle and L.~I.G. in readiness for the 
Battalion Rifle ~Ieeting. Both were successful 

TRAINING AT SEN NEL A GER 

Sgt. Temple and l\C\LG. Platoon 
By courtesy of Public Relations Photo Section 

in that we classified the gun numbers and 
Ptes. Race, McDonald and Bowden repre
sented the Company in the L.M.G. pairs. 
This period was also notable for the fact that 
the Battalion footballers exchanged their track 
suits for denims. We were pleased to see them 
again. 

Returning to Wuppertal in time for the 
Battalion Rifle Meeting, there was hardly 

time to take a deep breath before ''e \\ r 
off again- to Sennelager. 

The first week was spent on indiddual. 
section and platoon training and also prac
tising for the A.R.A. cups. From there \ \C 

joined the concentration and exercised ener
getically over most, if not all the ennelager 
ranges, before firing in the A.R.A. cups on 
the final day. At the time of writing, resulb 
are not available and we can only say that 
we improved considerably on last year's 
scores. 

Returning to Wuppertal, we just had time 
for a quick cigarette and we were off again to 
Putlos for another ten days, usefully occupied 
with Platoon exercises and L.M.G. classi
fication. 

The Platoon has been together for nearly 
two years now and that inevitable enemy
release date- is upon us. We shall have to 
say goodbye to so many in July that it is 
impossible to give everyone's name. How
ever, one or two stalwarts still remain and 
we can only wish the unfortunates the very 
best of luck in that other world. 

While at Putlos the news was received 
joyfully that the Battalion was under orders 
for Kenya. 

Losing \JO per cent of the Platoon would 
normally be enough for most people, but not 
a bit of it. We must regretfully say good-bye 
to Sgt. Temple who, we hear, is to move over 
to l\I.T. as M.T. Sgt. 'Thank you, Sgt. 
Temple, for all the hard work you have put 
into the Platoon. We will all be very sorry 
to see you go and wish you the best of luck 
in your new employment.' 

Anti-Tank Platoon 
The main events this quarter have been 

visits to two different field firing ranges. In 
February the Platoon went to Hohne, with 
which it was already familiar, and did some 
very successfulshootingwith the 17-pounders. 

Our second visit was to Putlos in April. We 
went there with the Machine Gun Plat •on 
and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. Put! •s i:> 
in delightful country and lies about a mile 
inland from the Baltic Coast, roughh• be
tween Kiel and Liibeck. The range;; face the 
sea and reminded us all of \Vhitburn , where 
recruits at the depot do their shooting. 

The highlight of our stay at Purr •:> was 
firing the new B.A.T. gun for the first time. 
It seemed rather tame after the noise and 
flame of the 17-pounder, but it is obviously 
an excellent weapon once you a re used to it. 
We experimented with a packing case and 
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discovered just how powerful the back blast 
is. We got the impression that an even higher 
standard of training is required with the 
B.A.T. to use it effectively. Apart from the 
considerable difficulty of preventing the Num
bers One from sinking German and Scandin
avian shipping, our stay was otherwise 
uneventful. 

The visit to Putlos was in effect the " Swan 
Song " of the Platoon as it is now. ~lost of 
the Platoon will be released in June, The 
only people who remain are- 2 /Lt. Hill, who 
takes over from Lt. Yate, Sgts. Ackerman 
and Charlton, Ptes. Adamson, Woolnough, 
Sessions and the two Jackson brothers. 

We said good-bye to two of our best 
carrier drivers last month, Ptes. Jobson and 
Golden, and our very useful carrier N .C.O. 
L / Cpl. Dixon. We were very sorry to lose 
them and wish them the best of luck in their 
civilian jobs. 

Headquarter Company 
Since the last notes there have been several 

newcomers to the Company, particularly in 
the l\I.T. Section and Signal Platoon. They 
have come to take the place of the many 
National Servicemen who joined the Battalion 
on its re-birth at Barnard Castle in the spring 
and early summer of 19;32 and have now been 
released. We have lost two large groups to 
release in the last few weeks and we are due 
to lose a still larger one in early ;\lay. It is sad 
to see so many go in such a short time. From 
a training and technical point of view they 
will be badly missed as they filled so many 
key positions as signallers, drivers, clerks, 
buglers and " Jacks of all trades," but more 
so they will be missed as individuals and 
people one got so used to associating with 
certain daily tasks and duties and on whom 
assurance and confidence rested. They were 
an integral part of the Battalion and they 
are a great loss. Therein lie the blessings and 
shortcomings of National Service. 

C.S.:\1. ;\IcLane, who was one of the very 
first to arrive at Barnard Castle and acted as 
R .S.l\1. until the arrival of R.S.M. Thomas
son has left to take up his appointment as 
R.S.M. of the 8th Battalion. He is heartily 
congratulated and it is hoped that the 
vacancy he has left as Drill Sergeant will be 
filled by another character as keen and as 
enthusiastic over Regimental matters. 

It was a matter of conjecture even up to 
the last minute whether Sgt. Rasmusson 
would, in fact, take his discharge and leave 
the Battalion. He has in fact gone, but many 
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people expect him back again. His familiar 
figure and jovial countenance is sadly missed. 
He is indeed a great loss. Many a visitor on 
duty or as a member of a sporting team, has 
had reason to be thankful for the kindly 
presence of Sgt. Rasmusson. 

Cpl. Tardive! has been released. For some 
considerable time he has done the thankless 
job of Orderly Sergeant of "H.Q." Com
pany most cheerfully. He has friends and 
relatives in Canada and has intimated on 
several occasions that he might ultimately 
join the Canadian Army. It is hoped that he 
will not have too harassing a time as per
manent Orderly Sergeant to " H.Q." Com
pany of the Winnipeg Light Infantry! 

C.S.~I. Weatherall, C / Sgt. ;\IcDowell and 
Sgt. Brynolf are congratulated on their 
promotions. 

The Company cricket team led by Cpl. 

THE BuGLES 

Fr011t Row, left to right: 
Hgl. Rrant, Bgl. Edgar, L Cpl. Snelgrove, 

Cpl. \\'illis, Bug!<! -l\Iajor :\lcDowell, Cpl. 
Vinton, L/Cpl. Phillips, L ,Cpl. .\rmstrong, 
Bgl. Dixon. 

Back Row, left to right: 
Bgl. Kennedy, Bgl. Noble, Bgl Moody, Bgl. 

Briggs, Bgl. Barton, Bgl. Burnell, Bgl. 
Kirkland. 

Watkins has started practice in the nets. 
With the exception of Cpl. Watkins, Cpl. 
Hetherington and the Padre, a new team will 
have to be found, the remainder of last year's 
team having been released. 

The Band 
1954 is proving to be a very good year for 

both the ;\lilitary and Dance Band, the latter 
being kept very busy with outside units and 
Company Dances. 

Unfortunately our summer programme has 
been somewhat changed. We will not be able 
to visit England in July (as stated in the last 
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notes! due to the date of the ,,uth hields 
Tattoo being changed. It is possible, however, 
that a firm date can be fixed in late eptem
ber, in which case it is hoped that the Band 
will be present. 

The coming months will be busy ones . 
During 1\Iay we have a B.F.N. broadcast, 
followed by two days in Cologne playing for 
the International Horse Show. June the lOth, 
we have the Queen's Birthday Parade. On 
the same evening we have to be at Bonn 
playing for the High Commissioner's Garden 
Party. 

On 12th June, we leave for Holland for a 

Officers' Me 
W1th the departure of t 

~orthampton,hlre Re,unent \\ 
the only Battalion at \\'Lpf r 

awaitint-; the 1st Battahc n .... 
expected at some unknown ... . ~ 
fact that the Suffolks are still far a\\ \ 
of their Officers are well knO\\ n to ·-
see plenty of them when th< .\ com 
Trieste to visit their families h re. F r 
sake and for ours we look forward to the d \ 
when they can be re-united as a comp • 
Battalion again. 

We had made many firm friend, in th 

TH E B.\~D 

two weeks stay. This is on the occasion of the 
" British Week " at :\Iaastricht. The Band 
and Bugles open the week with a parade 
through the town, and we hope to sound 
retreat one evening. We continue with a 
series of daily concerts for a week, followed 
by a one-week tour of Holland and Belgium. 

A late booking has just arrived for us. On 
19th May Manchester City have a football 
match with the local German team, and the 
Band and Bugles will be playing on the 
occasion. 

The Band continues to grow from strength 
to strength, but still has room for more boys. 

Northamptonshire Regiment and their de
parture was a sad occasion. 

We had two guest nights on the :. , . 
February and the 11th ~larch to ''h ch v; 

invited as many of the Northampt ns 
possible. 

We were seated at dinner ·o capa 
both occasions. Brigadier ~ev 11 and L 
Osborne-Smith were pres' n on th 
occasion. 

After dinner we were treated • an x
cellent one-man act put on b\ Lt -Co 
Osborne-Smith. ~lam· of u- had - n t on 
previous occasion· b 1t each ume the act 



seems to get better. He demonstrates a well
known figure drilling cadets at Sandhurst. 

We also had a revival of that amusing 
game " Itsy-Bitsy." It is thought that the 
game was originally introduced by Oscar 
Norman to the 1st Battalion as an after dinner 
game and it has continually proved to be an 
endless source of amusement. 

Tony Murray has been posted to the 
K.A.R. He has been with the Battalion since 
reforming, first as Adjutant and then as 
" C " Company Commander and we are 
sorry to sec him go. He goes with a handful 
of other selected officers from B.A.O.R. 
Tony made quite a name for himself as a 
Company Commander with the K.O.Y.L.I. 
" jungle bashing " in Malaya and it seems 
that the War Office has got to know of his 
tracking skill. However, it now appears that 
we will be meeting him again shortly in the 
Kenya " bush." 

We are glad to see John Jacob again after 
his three-year tour with the Gurkhas, which 
was quite obviously a most useful experience. 
It seems that during the last Divisional 
Exercise he acquired the nickname of 
"Jungle John" Jacob. 

Chapman and Buck have recently joined 
the Battalion from Eaton Hall. 

Winter weather still seems to be grimly 
hanging on but nevertheless we arc getting 
the Mess tennis court ready and happily look
ing forward to warm weather and pleasant 
Sunday afternoon tennis parties. 

Sergeants' Mess 
As usual our notes open with news of the 

everlasting circle of departures, arrivals, and 
promotions. C.S.l\1. McLane has left us for 
the 8th Battalion and we congratulate him 
on his new appointment. C.S.l\1. Beatson, 
Sgts. Rasmusson and Lane (R.A.E.C.) have 
departed for civilian life. They will be missed 
in the :Mess and they take with them our best 
wishes. 

There have been two new arrivals in the 
Mess, Sgts. McBirnie and Blake (R.A.E.C.) 
and we hope their stay will be a long and 
happy one. 

We congratulate C.S .Ms. Meredith, 
Weatherall, C / Sgts. l\IcDowell, Jordon and 
Sgt. Brynolf on promotion to their present 
rank. 

The major sporting event of the last quarter 
for Mess members was the Rifle meeting. We 
defeated the Officers' team in the annual 
Officers versus Sergeants shoot and amongst 
the main prize winners were C/Sgt. Wear and 
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Sgt. Breen who were 2nd and Brd respectively 
in the Gold Medal. Sgt. White was the cham
pion Sergeant Shot whilst Sgt. Hailes cele
brated the presentation of the wooden spoon. 

We were very pleased to hear that a few 
wives of the 1st Battalion Mess members had 
joined their husbands in Egypt and we hope 
it will not be too long before they are all 
reunited. 

Battalion Rifle Meeting 
This was held at Erbschlo Ranges on 

26th and 27th March. 
The weather was very bad during the first 

day, there was a strong wind, it rained hard, 
visibility was very bad, and the firers lay in 
patches of mud and water. Despite this, 
average individual scores were higher than 
last year. In addition Bislcy targets were 
used for the first time. 

The second day was more successful. The 

BATTALION RIFLE ;\lEETING 

:\Irs. Leather presents the Gold Medal 
to Cpl. Robinson 

Energa Sideshow attracted quite a crowd. 
The Pool Bull, Sniper rifle and Aunt Sally 
were always busy. The Commanding Officer 
was one of the few people to obtain a clean 
hit on the lk" inscribed Pool Bull. The 
weather was better with no rain and a little 
sun and a large number of visitors arrived . 
The local German Police unit's team sur
prised everyone with their speed and effici
ency, but they lost the visitors' match due 
to their inaccuracy. The Advance Party of 
the Suffolk Regiment produced a team that 
very nearly beat our Battalion Team in the 
visitors' Falling Plate match. 

The Ladies' match was once again con
sidered to be part of the W. T. 0 .' s racket: 
~Iajor Benson carefully organised the whole 
meeting, and l\Irs. Benson once again won 
first prize. 
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At the end of the meeting Mrs. Leather 
presented the prizes. 

Results. 
Cpl. Robinson "A" Company was the 

undisputed champion shot. He won the Bat
talion Gold Medal with a score of 85 (last 
year's winning score was 77). His shooting 
was consistently good on both days. 

L /Cpl. Lloyd, "D" Company, is to be 
congratulated on his exce11ent performance. 
He won both the Brigade and Battalion 
Young Soldiers' Championships. 

The results of the matches were as follows: 
Champion Shot and Winner of the Gold 

Medal-Cpl. Robinson, "A " Company. 
Best Officer-Major C. Burdon-Taylor, 

"C" Company. . 
Champion W .O. or Sergeant-Sgt. White, 

"D" Company. 
Best Corporal Match 1-Cpl. Telford, 

" B " Company. 
Champion Company- Support Company. 
Winners of the L.M.G. Pairs Match

Support Company. 
Winners of the Sten Match-Support Com-

pany. . 
Winners of Inter-Company Rtfle Team 

Match-" B " Company. 
Visitors' Match-2 D.L.I. with 1st Suffolks 

as runners up. 
Ladies' Shoot .22-1st, Mrs. Benson; 2nd, 

Mrs. Lyon; 3rd, Mrs. Tordoff. 
The Brigade Inter-Company Small Arms 

Championships. 
The Brigade Inter-Company Rifle and 

L.M.G. championships were run concurrently 
with the Battalion Meeting. 

"H.Q." 6 Infantry Brigade and 6 Infantry 
Workshop R.E.M.E. personnel all competed 
for the Brigade prizes, which were presented 
by Mrs. C. A. R. Nevill . 

Successes by the Battahon were:
Brigade Inter-Company Sten Match-Sup

port Company. 
Champion Young SoldierS-L/Cpl. Lloyd, 

" D " Company. 
Pistol Match-C.S.M. McLane, 3rd. 

Games 
Now that the B.A.O.R. Training Season 

is upon us there is a consequent drop in the 
number of sporting activities. The past 
quarter has seen the completion of the Foot
ball, Hockey and Cross-Country Seasons and 
the start of the Cricket, Athletics and Swim
ming year. 

Our Cross-Country Team, who convinc-
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ingly won the Divisional ~Ie.eting! fin s~ed 
third in the B.A.O.R. Champwnships, bem::: 
defeated by the 2nd Black Watch and the 
Royal Irish Fusiliers. 

The extraordinary thing about this result 
was that the Black Watch had been a rather 
lucky second in the Divisional Th~eeting, .fi.fty 
points behind us. However, third position 
meant that we would go forward to the Army 
Championship in England, where we would 
try to turn the tables on the Black Watch. ~n 
fact we finished fifth out of twelve teams m 
the Army Meeting, which was won by a 
training regiment of the Royal Si~nals .. Our 
team is to be congratulated on their achteve
ments this season. They have had an arduous 
year and were a little stale at the end of the 
season, but they have all run remarkably 
well and have impressed everyone by their 
keenness. Congratulations to Ptes. Ayre and 
Holmes on being selected to run for B.A.O.R. 
against 2nd Tactical Air Force. Unfortun
ately Pte. Ayre was prevented from rur.ming 
by illness. Our Football Team, after thetr de
feat in the semi-finals of the Army Cup, made 
a quick exit from the Divisional Cup, being 
defeated by the 0rd Hussars by 3 goals to 2. 
However, they have covered themselves with 
glory this season and have put the Battalion 
on the football map of B.A.O.R. 

The athletic season is now upon us and, 
already, several companies have held their 
meetings with, we are told, sol?e good 
individual preformances. The Battahon meet
ing is on 11th May, and we are hoping to be 
able to select a strong side to take part in the 
Brigade and Divisional Championships. 'W_e 
must improve our field event standard m 
order to meet with any great success and 
efforts are being made to secure the services 
of a German coach. 

The cricket nets are up and the season is 
getting under way. Several Battalion matches 
have already been arranged and we hope to 
have as enjoyable a season as we had last 
year. 

We are hoping to take an active part in 
this year's swimming competitions and com
panies are already making full use of the 
requisitioned swimming bath. We have one 
or two very useful performers and are trying 
to discover new talent. Last, but not least, 
we are forming a Battalion Pentathlon team 
which is to compete at Aldershot in Sep
tember. The team has just started training 
under the able direction of Mr. Jacob who 
had so much to do with the success of the 
1st Battalion team in 1950/ 1951. This is our 
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last sports season in B.A.O.R. and we are 
anxious to make it as successful as the pre
ceding winter season. Needless to add, new 
grass pitches will be ready for play in 
October, by which time we expect to be in 
England, but one gets so used to this phen
omenon occurring in the Army that it be
comes almost commonplace. 

Polo 
The season at Dusseldorf Polo Club opens 

on May :{rd, at Hubblerath. Slow chukkas 
will be played during May; this will benefit 
the beginner and bring the ponies forward in 
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team forward to Bad Lippspringe for the final 
matches. 

We hope to go to Bad Lippspringe, but 
first, we shall have to overcome the 19th Field 
Regt. R.A. and the 2nd Battalion Scots 
Guards at Hubblerath. 

There is unfortunately a great pony short
age in Germany. There are twenty-two ponies 
at Dusseldorf and about the same number of 
players. 

With the purchase of two ponies in March 
we now have five, which, of course, is in
sufficient, but for all match play it is the 
practice for Regiments to borrow from the 
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their training at a steady rate. Last year, fast 
Polo was introduced far too soon which had 
an adverse effect on the ponies and lowered 
the standard of play. 

There will probably be a handicap tourna
men in late June at Hubblerath and the pre
liminary rounds of the Inter-Regimental 
tournament will be held in July. The semi
final and the final will be held at Bad Lipp
springe in late August. 

The centre of Polo in B.A.O.R. is at the 
Bad Lippspringe club, which has the largest 
number of players and ponies. The other 
clubs are at Munster Lager and our own at 
Dusseldorf. For the Inter-Regimental tourna
ment each of the smaller clubs will send one 

Club. The last two purchases are ex-W.D. 
horses and have never played before but they 
have received some fairly intensive schooling 
and will have to take their place as best they 
can. 

Unfortunately, the brown mare " Susie " 
has a " leg " and has been lame but is now 
sound again, anyhow temporarily. The other 
new one "Danny Boy" is coming on quite 
well and might make a reasonably good pony 
if he can overcome his habit of striking at 
the ball with his off fore like a professional 
footballer. 

We had three entries in the Polo Pony class 
at 4th Guards Brigade Horse show on May 
Oth. The Commanding Officer's pony 
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" Tessa " was third out of a class of about 
twenty ponies. 

The Officers playing this year are the 
Commanding Officer, Taylor, Collingwood, 
Morant, Jacob, and Alexander. 

Cross-Country 
The cross-country season has come to a 

close, but looking back over the 195014 sea
son we can say it was a most successful 
season for the Battalion team. The team won 
the 2 Inf. Div. Championship, with Pte. 
Ayre, " A " Company, as the individual 
winner. At Bielefeld in the B.A.O.R. Cham
pionship the team came :lrd, thus qualifying 
to go to England to run in the Army 
Championships, held at Colchester. 

The course at Colchester did not exactly 
suit us. It was as fiat as a pancake and made 
up of two three mile laps, with about ten 
obstacles, ranging from triple bar gates to 
crossing a river. Previously, we had trained 
on the very hilly countryside around 
Wuppertal. 

Twelve teams competed, three from 
B .A.O.R and the remainder from the Com
mands in England. The race was run at a 
very fast pace, and every man in the team 
ran himself to a standstill. The onh· wav to 
describe the race is by a few words: -, ' A 
most thrilling and terrific race. " The team 
came 5th out of the 12 teams. The winners 
were Royal Signals, Catterick. 

While in England it was hoped that the 

team could run up ~onh a!!ain::.t the Ga 
head Harriers, but unfortunateh · thi, fixture 
could not be arranged. On -returnm!! t 
B.A.O.R. after a few days lea\'e at home, 
Ptes. Ayre and Holme:; were selected to 
represent the B.A.O.R. against the Bel::ian 
Army. Owing to a foot injury Pte. Ayre wa~ 
unable to run. Congratulations to both the 
runners. 

The 195:3 I .>4 team was as follows : - Lt. 
Ford, Cpls. Broom and Amo:>, L Cpl. 
Barnes, Ptes. Ayre, Holmes, Frazer, Slater, 
Breen, Perry, Macmahon and Pickles. 

Football 
After our defeat by the 9th Lancers, in the 

semi-final of the B.A.O.R. Section of the 
Army Cup, the team unfortunately suffered 
a relapse and lost their last two matches. 

In the Brigade League, we were beaten 
0-2 by 48 Field Regiment R.A., in the final 
game. However we won the Brigade League 
on goal average. 

In the Divisional Cup, we were beaten a-2 
by the Hussars, whom we had beaten on all 
previous occasions. 

This ended the season of competitive foot
ball. In spite of these last two defeats we end 
up the season with the following to our credit: 

Semi-Finalists, B.A.O.R . Section, Armv 
Cup. -

Winners of 6 Infantry Brigade League. 
Winners of 6 Infantry Brigade l\Iinor l:mt::. 

League (" B " Company). 
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THE 

SIXTH 

BAIT ALI ON 

Editorial 
There is a game called Association Football, 

which achieves a certain popularity in these 
parts. It's not a bad sort of a game either, 
though the ball is round, and you musn't use 
your hands (except when the ref. can't ::>ee) 
but there are times . . . 

Have you ever seen a lieutenant-colonel 
tearing his hair out by the handful? Perhaps 
not, but next time the final of tht> Amateur 
Cup is between Bishop Auckland and Crook 
Town, and at the same time () D.L.I. are to 
play 8 D.L.I. to decide the winners of the 
Divisional Competition-then is the time to 
expect this sight. (And he went to a soccer 
school.) 

ormal life simply stops. And to all who 
live or have thei r being in or outside the 
Drill Hall, nothing really matters unt il the 
result is known. But to add insult to injury 
(see above) Bishop Auckland staved off their 
final annihilation by Crook not once, but 
twice, thus prolonging and aggravating the 
agony. 

However, this is all now past history and 
we are back to work again. 

Our football team lost in a good game to 
8 D.L.I., and we must congratulate R.S.l\1. 
Thompson and his team on their efforts in 
reaching the final and on their play during 
that game. It is the R.S.l\I. 's ambition to 
have that trophy in his ~less one day and this 
is the third year running when it has been 
all but within his grasp. Here's better luck 
to him in 1955. 

" What's that?" 
"I said, Bishop is to play Esh Winning in 

D.L.I. REGIMENTAL JOURNAL 

the final of the Minor League next week-end." 
'' What- football?' ' 
" No-cricket, you ass." 
Here we go again . 

The Past Quarter 
Amongst regular serving soldiers there is, 

one feels, a sneaking suspicion that, as far as 
T.A. battalions are concerned, this particular 
paragraph of Journal notes is used to prove 
that they do do something, and generally to 
justify their existence. 

Well, convention will again be served and 
we plead that the following is not entirely a 
fabrication. 

The Brigadier's Administrative Inspection 
appeared to pass off satisfactorily although 
the blow may to a certain extent have been 
softened by the excellent luncheon produced 
that day by our caretaker's wife, Mrs. 
Hadden. 

Our establishment of permanent staff has 
been appreciably cut down (without, needless 
to say, any apparent reduction in what we 
are expected to achieve). It is the Quarter
master and his department who will suffer 
most from this, but one hopes that he has 
something up his sleeve and that he will still 
be able to maintain his usual very high 
standard and good results. 

Apart from three week-end camps for 
1 ational Servicemen at Westwick, Barnard 
Castle, devoted entirely to instructional and 
classification shooting, there has lately been 
a spate of Exercises. 

The 4th Battalion Green Howards demon
strated for us very ably the complicated 
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machinery for mobilising a T.A. battalion in 
in the event of an emergency. A Brigade 
T.E.W.T. week-end for officers was spent at 
Scarborough studying the Battalion in the 
attack, and we have had our own officers and 
senior NC.O .s at Brancepeth, learning about 
and discussing the atomic bomb. This latter 
produced some surprising and alarming 
theories-the most alarming being that ob
viously we are all going to have to dig much 
deeper, quicker and more often in the future. 

Finally, last week-end, Battalion Head
quarters took part in a 50 Div. Signals 
Exercise at nigh t. The weather was so cold 
that not only did all members of H.Q. freeze 
up, but so apparently did the ether, since 
throughout the Exercise we sent only one 
message, and received only one in reply. 
This was the familiar and welcome one, 
" Pack up and Push off." 

Picture Gallery 

We now possess paintings or photographs 
of the following Honorary Colonels and Com
manding Officers of the Battalion:-

Lt. -Col. W. Trotter 
Lt.-Col. J. Jobson 
Colonel \V. \Vatson 
Col. Sir William Eden, Bt. 
Colonel D. Armstrong, V.D. 
Lt.-Col. H. C. Watson .. 
Brig.-Gen. G. A . Stewns, 

C.M.G. , D .S.O. 
Brig.-Gen. R. B. Bradford, 

V.C. , :M.C. 

Lt.-Col. F. Walton , 1\I.C. 
Colonel G. H. Stoba rt. 

C.B.E., D .S.O. 
Colonel the Lord Barnard, 

C.M.G., M.C., T.D., D.L. 
Colonel T. H. Miller, T.D., 

D.L. .. 
Lt.-Col. V. A. C. Yate, ~I.C. 
Lt.-Col. C. R. Battiscombe 
Colonel \V. I. Watson , 

T.D. , D.L. 

Brigadier J. l\J. Hanmer, 
D.S.O. , O.B.E. 

Group-Captain H. 1\I. Vaux, 
M.C. 

H on. Commanding 
Colonel Officer 

1861- 1866 
1872- 1880 
1885- 1887 

1896 1915 1889 1896 
1897- 1903 

1915 

1915- 1916 

1- 2 Oct. , 
1916 

1918 

1926-19~3 1920- 1926 

1943- 1953 1926- 1931 

1953- 1934 1940 
1940- 1941 
1941- 1942 

1942- 1943 
and 1947 1950 

1944 

1945 
We also have hopes of obtaining pictures 

of: 
Colonel the Hon. \V. L. Vane. 
Lt.-Col. H. R. McCullagh, D.S.O. 
Brigadier P. ]. Jeffreys, D.S.O. , O.B.E. 
Brigadier A. E. Green, D.S.O., O.B.E. 
Colonel G. L. Wood, D.S.O., O.B .E., M.C., T.D., D.L. 
Lt.-Col. G. K. C. Lyster-Todd. 

4- ., 

Officers' Mess 
In our salad days when we were green in 

judgement, we used to argue that the Terri
torial, lacking the military condition of the 
real soldier, had perforce to develop, if not 
greater powers of en terprise, at least of im
provisation. It is an argument we have long 
since ceased to propose, but it came to mind 
on receiving the usual summons for Officers' 
Mess journal notes. How to fill half a column 
on the activities of a quietly h ibernating 
animal? The daily round and common task 
should indeed furnish all we need to ask, but 
what when there is no daily round? Should 
we be truthful? During this quarter we have 
failed to check the Mess stock as frequently 
as we should have done. After much corres
pondence with two of the Regimental tailors 
we have managed to lay in a supply of 
officers' lanyards, losing our own (sent as a 
pattern) in the process. We have been 
reprimanded for writing rude letters to Bat
talion Headquarters. The ~fess silver has been 
re-valued at £2,661. Or should we, without a 
complete disregard for the truth, give it just 
sufficient slant to represent the Mess as 
socially active as our well-wishers would 
doubtless wish it? We could mention that the 
Brigade Commander was entertained to lunch 
during his annual administrative inspection, 
without detailing the numbers of officers 
present. Further the Brigade Commander 
'was again entertained during a week-end 
camp. No need here to explain that this was 
done in the Depot Mess but one should 
definitely stress that Quentin Clough came all 
the way from New York for the occasion . 
Finally, we extended the hospitality of our 
Mess during two week-end camps at West
wick to the Commanding Officer and Officer, 
of 377 Locating Regiment: as we alack ! the 
P.M.C., though plural editorially, is definitely 
singular for the remainder of h is duties) have 
yet to send them their mess mills, it is :;afe to 
say it was our Mess. 

But perhaps the safer thou~h le,., di,
tinguished course is to eschew any efforts at 
reporting. We will conten t our~elw:s with 
congratulating John Lk htley on h-, marriabe 
and Ted Wright on an ther medical diploma. 

Sergeants' Mess 
It is with ret.,ret that we commence these 

notes with the fact that ou r Annual Ball, 
which we had hoped to stage once again, has 
not yet materiali5ed. We do hope, however, 
that somethin~ will be done in the near 
future to achieve th is objective. 
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There is little to report about activities 
within the Mess, because, as always, life has 
been rather quiet after the Christmas and 
New Year festivities. 

The week-end camps have started once 
more, and the usual rush and bustle pre
dominates from 1100 hours on the Saturday 
until1900 hours on Sunday. Since J anuarywe 
have done four week-ends at Brancepeth and 
three at Westwick. We must thank the Regi
mental Depot Sergeants' Mess for their help 
when we have invaded the quiet surround
ings of Brancepeth Camp on week-ends. 
There is always a stir in the Sergeants' Mess 
when the 6th are present. 

At the Westwick camps, we have had a 
Locating Regt. R.A. attached to the Mess 
and, from the comments of their Mess mem
bers, it would appear that our week-end 
camps are really first-class from the Sergeants' 
Mess point of view. 

Saturday is the popular evening in the Mess 
at Bishop Auckland, when the old cries of 
"C!ickity -Click ", " Top-o' -the-Shop ", 
'' Dinky Do '', and various phrases in con
nection with the old soldiers' game of 
" Tombola " or " R ousey " are heard. The 
R.S.M. and C.S.l\I. Ford are usually the 
shouters, and there is never any need to 
repeat a number. On the odd occasion, mem
bers from Spennymoor, Crook and Darling
ton attend, and it is only the problem of 
transport which deters them from regular 
attendance. 

We must in this issue comment on the new 
piano which was purchased in November last 
year. It was obtained from Sunderland 
through a recommendation from Capt. 
Bartram. It has proved a great boon to the 
Mess on week-ends and is a first-class piano. 
Any warbler can now be accompanied by 
the pianist, if he strikes the right keys. It is 
hoped that the piano will not suffer the usual 
fate of being drowned in beer, but up to 
date strict guard has so far prevented any 
occurrence of this nature. 

We extend our congratulations to the 
following Mess members on their promotion: 
CfSgt. Goldberg to C.S.M., to carry out the 
duties to O.R.Q.M.S. this will be no new 
phase to " Goldy ", who was O.R.S. in the 
Battalion during the War years 1939-45. We 
expect the normal efficiency with the humph 
when we go to annual camp. 

Sgt. Leybourne, " A " Coy. ex-R.E.A.C. , 
who is a N .S.M. 
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Sgt. Coley, "S " Coy. in the l\LM.G. Pl. , 
who is a N.S.V. 

Sgt. Hepple, " H.Q. " Coy . Band. 
Sgt. Scott, " D " Coy. to C / Sgt. 
To Sgt. J. James, who has retired from 

T .A. soldiering, we wish all the best. He has 
served in the Battalion for a long time, and 
will be missed in the Band. 

Sgt. J onson of "A " Company rushed off 
to Kenya to join the Police Force, and we 
trust by now his knees are brown , and that 
he has settled down to his new life. 

Band Sergeant Colledge, who is now em
ployed as a civilian clerk in the Orderly 
Room, is taking a cycling holiday in Belgium, 
Holland and F rance, as these notes go to 
press, and he intends to visit friends made 
over there in the very dark days of Hl40. 
We trust he has in his possession all the 
necessary k it for punctures, etc., including 
the latest pamphlet complete with amend
ments on " Biking " in foreign countries. We 
hope he will be able to contribute some notes 
for the next issue of the] ournal on his return. 

We would also like to congratulate C.S.M. 
Ford, P .S.I., "A" Company, who obtained 
four subjects towards a First Class Certificate 
of Education at his fi rst attempt in the 
October examination last year. 

By the time these Journal notes are pub
lished we shall have carried out another 
Annual Training Camp, which takes place at 
Fylingdales, somewhere on the Yorkshire 
Moors. Someone said it was Scarborough , but 
the Map Reference was obviously wrong, as 
according to hikers it is at least 10 miles from 
the holiday resort. Anyhow, no matter , 
whether under canvas or otherwise, we shall, 
as always, make the best of it. We shall 
report fully on the Camp in the next issue . 

In closing, we send our best wishes to all 
~Iess members of the Regiment wherever they 
may be serving. 

Football 
General 

I t is on a sad note, that we commence these 
football jottings. We have to report that we 
did not escape the relegation bogey in the 
Auckland and District league, Division I. Un
fortunately, although winning one more game 
and drawing another, we finished bottom of 
the league. It is a good job that our shoulders 
are wide enough to bear the burden . There is 
a bright hope, however, that if we do con
tinue in the league, we shall retain our league 
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status in Division I due to certain other clubs 
falling out. 

In the 50th Division Competition we again 
reached the final for the third year running, 
and were beaten this time by the 8th Bat
talion by 4 goals to 2. In mentioning this, we 
would like to congratulate the 8th on winning 
the T.A. Cup this year, and it gives us great 
satisfaction that they beat in the final 467 
H .A.A. Regt. R.A., Rotherham, who beat 
us in the 4th round of the competition. 

In the second round of the Divisional Cup, 
we met the 4 Green Howards on their ground 
at Guisborough. This game was played on 
Sunday, 21st February, and we eventually 
ran out winners by 2 goals to 1, after extra 
time had been necessary, a repetition of last 
year when extra time was also needed. The 
Green Howards could be considered unfor
tunate, as in the second half of the game it 
was all a question of their attack against our 
defence, but goalkeeper Robinson, full backs 
Trotter and Hodgson and half backs Thomas, 
Carrick and L /Cpl. :'IIorgan, came through 
with flying colours. In the second half of 
extra time, Pte. Bowtell notched the winner 
from a beautifully placed comer taken by 
L / Cpl. Morgan from the right wing. The 
Howards were definitely out to beat us in this 
game, but with Dame Fortune on our side, 
we again repeated our victory of last year. 
We were very pleased to see such a large 
number of spectators who were all shouting 
for the Howards. Our other goal scorer was 
the centre forward, Pte. Peareth. 

In the semi-final of the Divisional com
petition we met the 4 K.O.Y.L.I. from Wake
field, who had beaten us 6-2 in the final in 
1052. This game was played at Brancepeth 
Camp, on Sunday, 28th ~Iarch , 1054, and 
proved very exciting right up to the last 
minute, although it seemed to be a little rough 
in parts. Again extra time was necessary and 
we ran out winners by the score of 3 goals to 
2. The game opened out in dramatic fashion. 
The first goal was scored within 5 minutes, 
from a long through pass down the middle 
which Peareth headed homr. 

This reverse so early in the game shook 
the K.O.Y.L.I. and they pressed hard. From 
a break away on the right wing Pte l\Iorallee, 
our outside right, scored a lovely goal thus 
making the score 2- 0. In the second half the 
K.O.Y.L.I. increased the pressure. It was 
inevitable that our defence would fall and 
they scored a goal through their centre for-

ward, who gave Robinson in goal no chance 
We must not forget, though, that ou; f r
wards missed some sitter~ in front of ~oal 
which should have made the issue ~ate, but 
unfortunately our centre forward could not 
put a foot right with the result that , in,tead 
of being in a commanding position, we \\ere 
fighting to hold the lead of 2 goals to 1. \\'ell, 
it had to come, and in the last 2 minute:' of 
play, the K.O.Y .L.I. broke through and 
equalised. This certainly upset our team a:' 
we should have been easy winners. Extra 
time was played and it was not until the 
second half of extra time that Pte. Bowtell 
scored the winner from a rebound from the 
crossbar of a terrific shot by Peareth, the 
centre forward. 

League results are as follows : -
t• Stanhope H . lost 

t• East Howle A. lost 

4-3 Pte. Thomas 2, 
Pte. Richardson 

6-2 Pte. Peareth 2 

3-1 L C ~Iorgan t' Howden 
t• Bishop 

.\uck. Hcs. 
I' Eldon 

I' ~llddleton 

A. lost 

H . lost 3- 1 Pte. Peareth 
H. lost 4- 2 Pte. Bowtell, 

Pte. Thomas (pen.) 

\\'anderers A. won 5- 2 Pte. Thomas 
(3 pens.) 

Pte. Atkinson, 
Pte. Moses 

I' East H owle H. drew 2- 2 Pte. l\Ioralce, 
Pte. Atkinson 

t• Howden II . lost 6- 3 Pte. Atkinson, 
Pte. Moses, 
Pte. Trotter 

Unfortunately, through no fault of our 
own, we were unable to complete our league 
fixtures, and we finished the season 2 game:; 
short in the league. The final league results 
are: 

Played 
20 

IV on 
2 

Grmls 
Lost Drew Fot· Agamst 

14 4 34 /4 

This is rather disappointing from the pla)
ing point of view, but it was alway.;; rear-oo 
that the standard of play w• ·uld be much 
higher in Division I. We I ok fo;ward t 
better results next season. It 10: a p ty \\ 
be losing some of our stalwan~ m th t 
who have now completed therr 
service with the Battalion. We mtend pro-
duce a photograph of •he team ''lrich '' 
taken at Annual Camp. f r pub cau n m 
the next I:;.5Ul >f the journal 
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"AUCKLAND PIE" 
Mounted Infantry 

Colonel John Jeffreys dearly loved-and 
loves-a horse. His name wouldn't be 
Jeffreys if he didn't. In April, 1915, when 
the 6th Battalion went into action for the 
first time and was taking up a position 
between Hill :w and Zonnebekc crossing, 
things were going not entirely according to 
plan and there had been a good many 
casualties. To the astonishment of several 
people, who appreciated the advisability of 
presenting as small a target as possible, Capt. 
Jeffreys, who was Adjutant, was seen career
ing over the countryside on a horse. You 
could see the horse didn't like it, and sure 
enough the horse was right, for shortly after
wards he was hit and expired. 

However, let the official history speak the 
truth: 

" As soon as the advance had commenced, 
the Adjutant, Captain ]. W. Jeffreys, had 
galloped through the barrage to find Zonne
beke crossing. Having shown it to the Com
pany on the right flank be proceeded along 
the line and found a Platoon of " D " Com
pany under 2/ Lt. Lyon digging themselves 
in. A little further along another Platoon was 
found, and whilst showing them the line he 
was heavily fired on. After returning to 
Brigade Headquarters for a fresh horse he 
went on to Hill 07 . . . " 

It must have been a memorable sight, and 
it has certainly stuck in the memory of one 
survivor of those days. 

Actually, what happened was that when he 
got to Brigade Headquarters Colonel John 
found the Staff Captain. He said, " Have you 
got a horse?" The Staff Captain, let us call 
him Penwiper, said, "Yes, thanks ". 
(Obviously, Colonel John had a bit of a repu
tation as a coper even then.) Anyway, after 
a not altogether peaceful altercation, the 
horse was borrowed and a similar perform
ance ensued, again ending in the untimely 
demise of the junior partner. 

When Colonel John finally got back to his 
Headquarters at the end of a busy, tiring 
and no doubt useful day, he was met by his 
batman, who said, " Have you heard, Sir, 
that Capt. Pen wiper has been wounded?" 

The Colonel thought for a bit. Then he said, 
'' Good . . . Good. He lent me a damned 
rotten horse ''. 

G. R. LANYARD. 

Dinner on Billy Graham 
To meet him for the first time he is as 

ordinary as any loose-limbed young 
American. His suit is cleanly cut, his features 
are cleanly cut, and his bearing is casual and 
easy. His laugh is pleasant and his voice is 
smooth and easy to listen to. There is nothing 
spectacular about him, nothing that would 
arrest eyes in the street, nothing that 
would make anybody sit up and take notice; 
in fact nothing that would attract or distract. 
He is the same as any other Aillerican in this 
country and he could easily be mistaken for 
a doctor, lawyer, journalist, businessman, or 
a young serviceman stationed somewhere in 
the North. 

That he should be the man that everybody 
is talking about and that everybody is want
ing to see may come as rather a shock. To see 
him in action at Harringay Arena, where he 
has drawn as many as 12,000 in one meeting 
(and will continue to do so as long as crowds 
are being turned away every night for lack of 
seating space), is an experience that should 
not be missed by any who are in the slightest 
way curious. As he goes to the microphone 
his casualness is lost like a bad habit. His 
step is light and springy, as though a spirit 
had seized him and changed him from one 
whom we might see anywhere, to one whom 
we could see nowhere else except as the great 
Evangelist and preacher at Harringay. He is 
on a platform at the foot of a 1,500 strong 
choir, and in front of a mass of faces who 
view him with the earnestness and enthusiasm 
he is able to command. Changing from an 
ordinary human being he lights up and 
becomes a human being who is extraordinary. 
He has the quality that is attributed to the 
great actors of our time, a magnetism that 
never fails. He can change from one thought 
to another and crack a joke in between with
out losing the mood that persuades hundreds 
to leave their scats quietly when he tells them 
to, and come to the foot of his platform to 
make " a simple declaration in Christ's 
Name ". He claims, that in doing this their 
sins are forgiven. They are no longer 
burdened with the past. Their consciences are 
as free as when they came into the world. 
Life offers fresh hope. It's only when they 
have reached this stage that they can live like 
true Christians. Gradually they must yield 
everything they have and do to God. That's 
the aim they should set themselves. Billy 
Graham swears by it. His crusade swears by it. 
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A man with such high claims may be 
difficult to understand. A man who tries to 
,et an example to other men may be a little 
frightening. A man who can move millions 
may be as awe inspiring as the millions he 
moves. 

But let me explain. I met him one evening 
at his hotel and he invited me to sit down at 
a table and have dinner-on him. 

It was on him rather than with him, for I 
was seated at a different table. He had just 
finished a broadcast to the United States and 
was going over the programme for the next 
day with some of his team. He told me that 
he could only spare a number of minutes, and 
when he had finished his short conference he 
would come over. Over the soup I had time 
to observe his manner. He looked like a 
young General giving orders to his subord
inates. He was eating a large melon, with 
which he was having no difficulty. He looked 
as though he enjoyed his food. Also attend
ing the conference and dinner was his attrac
tive wife who listened with great enthusiasm 
to every word he had to say. There were 
occasions when I could overhear. The words 
" Christ " and " God " I heard many times. 

As I was starting my roast pork, Billy 
Graham broke up the conference and sat 
down at my table. It was done as quickly as 
he had invited me to dinner. " ow, what 
can I do for you?" he said. 
Alt~ough I had been moved by the power 

of th1s man, when he was preaching at 
Harringay an hour and a half ago, I had not 
been included in those who went forward to 
make " a simple declaration in Christ's 
Name ". He reckoned that no film-star mak
ing a personal appearance could draw as 
many crowds as he could in one night. He 
men tioned the name of a well-known 
poli~ician as well. I was generous with praise, 
but mstcad of his chest coming out, his reply, 
" It's God that is doing this, not Billy 
Graham ", was quicker. He believes that he 
is inspired by God to help save the world 
from sin and destruction. It's through Him 
and entire!y through. Him that he, Billy 
Graham, IS respons1ble for crossing the 
Atlantic and advertising his own version of 
and remedy for the troubles of our generation. 

By now, nearly finishing my m eal, I asked 
him how long he thought he would continue 
to preach. He faltered slightly as he said 
" As long as it is God's will ". " But what if 
that wasn't forthcoming?" I said. 
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" I should be a forgotten man." 
With those words he left and bv tho::.e 

words I shall remember him. When the tea:n 
had left the dining-room, I was left alone to 
finish my dinner. I then wondered what a 
forgotten Billy Graham would be like. Per
haps just an ordinary young American , loo•e
limbed and tall. 

DAVID AIREY. 

Geordie Encounter 
Mrs. G. R. LANYARD (icily) to B1shop 

Auckland plasterer and carpenter arriving at 
12 noon to do work they should have come 
to do at 10.30: " Good morning. What have 
you come for?" 

PLASTERER (cheerfully): " To do the re
pair jobs.'' 

Mrs. LANYARD: " Well, how long do you 
think you'll be? My husband has been out 
on a 24-hour exercise and must have a rest 
thi.s afte~oon, so I can't have any banging 
gomg on m the house." 

PLASTERER, with charming smile: '' Half 
an hour, pet." 
... Collapse of i\Irs. Lanyard. 

M. LANYARD. 

Our Fame Spreads 
A short while ago an officer who has not 

had the privilege of very much Regimental 
duty was fortunate enough to meet a Royal 
Lady. 

THE RoYAL LADY: " I hear there arc now 
two battalions of your Regiment." 
. OFFICER, confidently: " Yes, i\Ia' am, one 
m Egypt and one in Bishop Auckland." 

G. R. L. 

Ode to One's Beloved 
(With apologies to Rupert Brooke) 

To never change leads quickly to decay, 
Yet you'd view this transformation with 

dismay, 
Since I, for whom you once did care, 
Am sweating on the Barrack Square ! 
A slip, a little fault, just this 
Entitles me to a Defaulter's b liss! 
See now, this once loved thing you knew, 
How it "Slopes " and " Orders "-then it 

" Slopes " anew. 
That face, oft touched by your sweet lip5, 
Has now a purpl~ hue and softly drips. 
Those feet, that times have paced with vours 
With visible velocity, Form faster F ours. ' 
Where, once, you only figured in my mind, 
Thoughts ribald and rebellious now I find; 
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Pray that caresses, thus, ne'er come your way 
As shower on my rifle butt this fateful day. 
But, joy of joys, the end is drawing near; 
Pure thoughts of you will soon return, my 

dear. 
ANON. 

A Few Impressions of New York 

I was on the Queen Elizabeth. It was 
the fifth day out and we were due to dock at 
New York Harbour in a few hours' time. 
There was an air of excitement. At about 
three in the afternoon something was spotted 
on the horizon. As it grew nearer I could dis
tinguish a few tall buildings and what 
resembled an enormous gas works. This was 
Long Island, my first sight of America. We 
came nearer and entered the Hudson River 
estuary. Despite the bitter cold everyone 
came on deck and people were excitedly look
ing over the side and pointing out landmarks 
to their friends. The first thing that struck me 
was the immense size of the cars driving 
along the riverside roads. Twice as big as the 
average English car, their bright colour 
made them appear even larger. As we 
rounded a bend in the stream I saw way 
ahead on the left the Statue of Liberty, and 
on the right the outline of the skyscrapers 
against the evening sky. These were really 
staggering. Skyscrapers are by no means the 
only buildings on Manhattan Island, but they 
are the only buildings noticeable from a dis
tance and they overawe everything else. 
Ranging between 600 and 1,200 feet high, 
they tower over the city like tall trees in a 
plantation of saplings. Just at this time, all 
the lights were going on, which doubled the 
splendour of the spectacle. The ship was now 
nearing the dock. Across the bows swept an 
old double-funnelled stem-wheel ferry boat 
crammed with passengers going home from 
work. This was the Staten Island ferry ser
vice. After some manreuvres we were along
side Pier no and the Government official 
came on board to clear us. 

Formalities over I climbed into a taxi and 
set off for my family's apartment. The streets 
were bright with lights from the shop win
dows and the advertisements. The cars, even 
bigger at close range, moved with great 
acceleration but frequent stops owing to the 
density of the traffic and the innumerable 
cross roads. If ever the column were held up 
for a little too long every driver tooted his 
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horn or stuck his head out of the window 
and shouted. It was a noisy business. 

On my first full day in ew York I went to 
see the Empire State Building. This vast 
construction is on 34th Street and 5th A venue 
and towers 1,200 feet above the city. A trip 
to the observation gallery on the top costs a 
dollar twenty, and it was certainly worth it. 
From the top I could see the whole city and its 
surroundings. All below and around us were 
the other skyscrapers straining upwards from 
the city. There was the Chrysler Building, the 
Rockefeller Institute and sundry others. 
Running north and south beneath me were 
the Avenues. First Avenue stretched along
side the East River and Eleventh the Hudson 
River. I could see Park Avenue, where the 
traffic lights changed at 10 second intervals, 
all the way up and down for seven miles, and 
Columbus A venue where they all changed 

SKYSCRAPERS AT XIGHT 

together. I could see Broadway with its 
theatres and hotels, :Madison Avenue and 
Fifth with their big stores. At right angles to 
the avenues ran the streets, crossing the width 
of the island. To the south, where the build
ings of Wall Street were visible, divided by 
an imaginary line from the rest of the city 
was what 1\' ew Yorkers call " Downtown ". 
From about 40th Street to 80th, incorporating 
Central Park and the Reservoir, the town 
apparently becomes :\Iidtown, and the 
Northern end of the island is known as Up
town and includes Harlem, the negro quarter. 
Looking North as far as I could see were 
more streets. To the East was the East river 
dividing Manhattan Island from Long Island, 
though spanned by enormous bridges. On 
the edge of Long Island I could see the 
" buildings " of Brooklyn. To the South was 
the Atlantic, and looking west I could see the 
docks on the Hudson River with the Queen 
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Elizabeth, small for once, on p ier 00. Across 
the Sound on the other side was the fiat 
territory of the State of ew J ersey. 

I came down the Empire State Building, 
and, feeling hungry, entered a drug store to 
have some lunch. The store had a long semi
circular counter round which were stools so 
that customers could sit and eat their meals 
from the top of the counter. Inside stood a 
couple of gum-chewing men, very smart in 
clean white overalls, who performed marvels 
with an assortment of different concoctions 
they took from receptacles surrounding them. 
Ice cream sodas, chocolate malts, milk 
shakes, melbas, and a variety of other 
delicious d rinks and ices they produced with 

tising and publicity are very 1mportant to 
Americans and their shop windows show thi:. 
more than anything. They take great care in 
showing off their goods to the best advantage 
and the Xmas displays in their stores must be 
the most elaborate in the world. Macey's, for 
example, like many other stores, had a loud 
speaker, built in and playing carols and 
festive music, and in their windows they had 
a moving tableau. Father Xmas driving his 
sleigh, angels flying round, young babes fall
ing out of bed, and a Nativity scene went on 
watched by crowds of window gazers. All very 
striking. Several other stores had similar 
tableaux but none were quite so striking to 
my mind. Times Square, where I went next, 

72:>0 STREET, WHERE IT CROSSES 
~[ADI SOX AXD FIFTH .\\'EXUES 

utmost speed. Outside in the kitchen there 
were presumably (though I never saw them) 
some similar men who worked with the same 
fervour and devotion to produce a sort of 
rissole in a bun when the white coated chap 
yelled " ham boig " or a pair of long rolls 
surrounding even longer sausages at the cry 
of " coupla franks Butch ". After several 
meals at these places, which are patronised 
by all and sundry (the man who sweeps the 
street and the Senator home from Washing
ton), I decided that my favourite menu was 
a cheese-berger (one of the rissole things and 
cheese) and a chocolate malt. 

I managed to do a little more sightseeing 
before I was finally caught in the Xmas rush. 
The shops first of all were so striking. Adver-

means about as much to New Yorkers as 
Piccadilly Circus and Leicester Square rolled 
into one means to Londoners. It is on Broad
way and has the Times buildings, a number 
of cinemas and theatres, the Hotel Astoria and 
a collection of lurid advertisements. Buck
weisers advertise their beer by using lights to 
portray an enormous eagle with beating wings 
flying over a coach pulled by galloping 
horses. Camels advertise their cigarettes with 
a huge camel's head puffing smoke rings 
every few seconds, and over all loom two 
cast statues of a man and a woman both 
naked except for a few fairy lights advertising 
" Bonds " clothing. As a result of these 
monstrosities I understand that the Pope or 
his representative in America has forbidden 
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Roman Catholics to patronise Bonds at all. 
I went to the United Nations building on 

First Avenue. This incredible edifice, the 
Headquarters of the International Organisa
tion, is built in a very strange style. It is very 
long, very thin and very tall. It has so many 
windows that its walls appear to be made of 
glass. In the basement of the building arc 
all the records of the various meetings and 
conferences. The next few floors arc taken 
up by conference rooms, and each room has 
been decorated and designed by a different 
nation in its own traditional style. Another 
outstanding New York building is the Metro
politan Opera House to which I went twice. 
From the outside this is a very dull and 
gloomy building, looking more like a prison 
than a theatre. However, the inside is most 
impressive. The colour scheme is red and 
gold, and it is decorated in the Victorian 
style with great heavy chandeliers, and has 
three rows of boxes round the sides. The stage 
is enormous and the costumes and sets the 
most elaborate I have ever seen. Perhaps 
rather more familiar to the average New 
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Yorker is the Radio City music hall. This is 
part of the Rockefeller Institute and must be 
the biggest indoor theatre in the world . It 
seats thousands, and its normal production 
is a gay musical revue featuring the 
Rockettes, a skilful and shapely chorus, in as 
many scenes as possible. Afterwards they 
have a film. At the Rockefeller Centre they 
also have a very fine open air ice rink with a 
restaurant round the outside. 

My impressions of New York and America 
in general would fill many more pages and 
I feel I have hardly done justice to a 
magnificent and impressive city. However, 
I have described a few of the things which I 
found particularly interesting or exciting in 
my first few days in the New World. I later 
visited Long Island, New Jersey and Wash
ington, but none of these places conveyed the 
terrific impression of progress, energy, 
achievement and ambition as did New York. 
New York and New Yorkers are enthusiastic 
and ambitious and, as with their skyscrapers, 
the sky is the limit. 
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THE 
EIGHTH 

BATTALION 

Editorial 
Although the year is barely half way 

through, the Battalion has already achieved 
many notable successes, the chief of these 
being the winning of the T .A. Football 
Challenge Cup, which was last won in the 
season 1927 / 28. This success is even more 
outstanding when one realises the team had 
not even been formed in October. Inter
Company competitions found the talent and 
by a gradual process of elimination, the 
present team was formed. 

In many of the games we were a goal down 
in the early stages but always managed to 
produce a fighting finish. Conditions were far 
from good: we played in mud, snow and ice, 
ending up on perfect pitches which we were 
unaccustomed to! The standard of football 
and sportsmanship throughout was of the 
highest. 

In no game did the team score less than 
three goals and the final tally of thirty-six 
goals for and nine against in seven games 
speaks for itself. To all the players, we offer 
our heartiest congratulations and to Capt. E. 
R. Peart and R.S.J\I. Armstrong who selected, 
managed and made all the arrangements for 
the team, we say, " Well done ". After win
ning this championship, we met the 6th 
Battalion in the final of 50 Div. Challenge 
Cup and after a good game beat them by 
four goals to two. A report on both these 
games appears later on in the notes. 

At ·22 shooting we once again proved too 
strong for the rest of the Brigade and for the 
third year running won the Brigade Inter
Battalion ·22 Shoot. Here again the team was 
formed by holding Inter-Company ·22 Shoots 
a~d Sergeants' J\Iess Competitions during the 
wmter months; our final score was 1,555 

points and our nearest rivals were 4 ;) R .::\ .F 
with 1,51~ points. The highest individual 
scorers were Cpl. Brodie and Sgt. mith 
(141 pomts) and C.S.M. Ball (10 points . 

The Brigade Annual Administrati\·e In
spection was held on 28th April, and our DC\\ 

Brigade Commander, Brigadier P . G. Bam
ford, D.S.O., O.B.E., was our inspectin~ 
officer. A high standard of turn-out was 
maintained and we are confident that our 
report will be as good as previous inspection' . 

The officers' mess dined out Bri~ad r 
A. D. J. Turner, D.S.O., JI.C. and dm 
in Brigadier P. G. Bamford, D., 0., 0 BE 
We were sorry to see " Tony " Turn ;: , 
he has given us any amount of a,i,tan an 
has helped us over some difficult pen 

R.S . .iVI. Armstrong was abo dined 
the occasion of his retirement after 
eight years service . 

" Roy " joined the Re ... ment m I _ 
served with the 1st Battal •n un 
1041. He joined the '-th Batta 
the reformation of the T .A 
have occurred and man\ 
arisen but he has -..een th in 
be proud of the Rattal :a 
rebuild. His ci\·ilian J b 
partmcnt C •n,tabulan 
he has not ... ne t f 
hopes to camp t 
years w;th them. A 
of luck in h', n '' 
seein~ him ''h 
time 

\\" ta~e th, pponun t\ of ''e!comin <:r 
R. ': ?.IcLane, .. ,., ~:.ll.-. ' " r, and hope h~ 
m il han. many happy years with us. 

Week-end camps at Whitburn, Otterburn 
and Warcup have commenced-Division, 
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Brigade and Battalion exercises appear never 
to have ceased and annual camp, which is 
from 18th July to 30th July, at Fylingdales, 
will soon be upon us. We are, therefore, hard 
at work and if the reader finds these notes 
slightly distorted or disjointed , it is hoped he 
will forgive the writer, who must frequently 
leave these notes to plan some more week-end 
camps and exercises. 

" A " Company 
Recent weeks have been taken up wi th 

preparations for the training season. N .C.O.s 
Cadres have been held in the Drill Hall and 
a training week-end was held on the Stanhope 
Moors. This was very well organised by 
C.S.l\I. Ball and full benefit was obtained by 
the 1 .C.O.s of " A " Company, the admin. 
being provided by personnel from " H.Q. " 
Company. Unfortunately, the weather was 
not too kind and because of the heavy rain 
the Camp was struck and , on return to the 
Durham Drill Hall, indoor training was 
carried out. 

The Annual Range Courses are now being 
fi red at Whitburn and from the results we 
hope to be strongly represented on the Bat
talion Shooting Team. 

We are extremely proud of the Battalion 
Football Team which has done so well and 
congratulate all members, especially Ptes. 
Marley , Patterson , Brown and Finnigan. 

Capt. ]. Mulhall has been posted as 
Second-in-Command on relinquishing his 
appointment as Signal Officer. We hope he 
will enjoy his stay with us. 

" B " Company 
We take the opportunity to welcome Capt. 

R. W. Scott, recently joined from " H .Q." 
Company (;'II.T .), to take the place of Capt. 
J . A. Turnbull who has found that his busi
ness obligations are too heavy for him to 
remain an active member of the T .A. 

Towards the end of the ' ' Close Season '' 
the Inter-Company ·22 Shoot Final took place 
at Durham, and we could do no better than to 
finish second from the bottom. We congratu
late " S " Company on winning the com
petition . 

T he final of the Sergeants' Shoot takes 
place at Durham on Sunday, 16th May, 19:54, 
the results of which will be published in the 
next issue. 

Cpl. Hovells is to be congratulated on being 
sdected to shoot for the ·22 Team which won 
the l.il Bde. ·22 Competition at Fenham 
Barracks on Sunday, 28th )larch, 1954. 
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;\lore successes, this time from the Bat
talion Football team who have been provid
ing us with wins galore, such as the T .A. 
Challenge Cup and the 50 Div. Football Cup. 
Our contribution towards the team was Sgt. 
Johnson, L / Cpl. Walton, Pte. Hardy, P te. 
Storey and Pte. King who was selected as a 
reserve throughout the season and took pa rt 
in two games. 

Training Nights so far have met wi th lit tie 
success owing to the poor attendance of the 
Volunteers, but with Annual Camp drawing 
near and the " Bounty " in sight the attend
ance will grow on Thursday nights. 

There have been two week-end camps at 
Whitburn and the following have won prizes 
a t shooting, Cpl. Carey (Scarf and T ie), 
L / Cpl. Walton (Scarf), Pte. Robson, H. (Tie) 
who, incidentally tried to sell his prize back 
to the P .S.I. 

Congratulations to the following on their 
recent promotions, Cpl. Cameron, L / Cpl. 
Walton , L /Cpl. Harland, L / Cpl. Robson, 
L / Cpl. ;\Ielvin, L / Cpl. Simblet, L / Cpl. 
Mdfahon, L / Cpl. Reed, and to the followmg 
on their recent marriages L / Cpl. Harland, 
P te. Lamb, Pte. Carrott, Pte. Lancaster , Pte. 
Gilmore, P te. Wood , R. and Pte. Peace. 

We all take this opportunity to offer our 
congratulations to Major and Mrs. English on 
the birth of a daughter. 

Finally we welcome all our arrivals si nce 
the last issue and hope that they enjoy their 
stay with the Company. 

" C " Company 
The first two months of 195-! went by very 

quietly, wi thout much of note, and the P .S.I. 
was able to slumber peacefully under moun
tains of " humph " disturbed only occasion
ally by the harsh jangle of the telephone 
which he has suggested having removed on 
the grounds of economy . 

Our first big get-together was on the even
ing of March 25th, when the Company Muster 
Parade was held and the P .S.I. was once 
again submerged, th is time by Marriage and 
Birth Certificates, at any rate he now knows 
what the Company does in the winter-time. 
There was a good turn out for the parade and 
a lot of work was done in the two hours it 
lasted . 

We had an excellent turn out for the first 
week-end camp at Whitburn, on 24th and 
25th April, in all 99 paraded . Fortunately, 
the weather was fine though rather cold and 
the week-end went off well, but so far we 
have had no news of thirty odd members 
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who went to Catterick on Sunday 25th to 
watch the Battalion win the Divisional Foot
ba ll Cup. It is understood that they are sti ll 
thinking up excuses for broken " dates " on 
the Sunday evening. 

We congratulate the following on their 
recent marriages and wish them every 
happiness, Pte. McGuigan, Pte. Brown (61), 
Pte. Vickers, T., Pte. McMullen , Pte. Bartle, 
Pte. Murphy, Pte. Coombe, Pte. Smith (7H), 
Pte. Malpass, Pte. Tucker, Pte. Brown (Hl), 
Pte. Munro. 

Our congratulations are also offered to the 
following who have become fathers (will we 
see more of them now? ). Pte. Pendleton on 
the birth of a daughter, Cpl. Gray on the 
birth of a daughter. L / Cpl Brown on the 
birth of a son, Pte. Bartle on the birth of 
twins (sons) . 

We have had to say " good-bye " to our 
C.Q.JI.S., C / Sgt. Moffit who finds that he 
cannot now afford the time he has in the past 
to the welfare of the Company. He has made 
the sad decision to retire as an active member 
but we still see him on social occasions. 

We welcome C/ Sgt. W. 0. Carr, l\1.!\I ., 
as his successor and wish him well in h is new 
job, and congratulate him on his promotion. 

Congratulations go also to the following on 
their promotions, P te . Gray to Corporal, Pte. 
Chaytor, P te. Dobson, P te . Paley and Pte. 
Spinks to Lance-Corporal. 

The following new arrivals are welcomed, 
Pte. Parkin from R. A.C., P te. Storey from 
R. Sigs., P te. Purvis and Pte. Stephenson 
both from 2 D.L.I. , Pte. Herbert from 
K.O.Y .L.I. , P te. ~leaden from Wilts. Regt. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to :\Irs. 
Vickers on the death of her husband Pte. L. 
Vickers in a mining accident on 27th J anuary, 
1954. 

" D " Company 
The training season commenced on 25th 

l\Iarch with a well-attended muster parade 
and the Company Commander Major J . A. 
Leybourne, M.C., T.D., addressed those 
present. 

Our fi rst week-end camp at Whitburn was 
cancelled, to allow supporters to attend the 
T.A. Football Cup Final in London. A special 
bus was arranged between ourselves and ' ' S '' 
Company, and from reports, everyone had a 
good time. Two or three of our representa
tives who went by car managed to lose a 
number plate on the way down but no one in 
London seemed to worry about this. 

Our week-end camp of 8th / 9th May was 

quite well attended and the ~hoot n, \\ 
thought was of a high standard. 

The Company had its share of Ea-ter 
marriages and we offer our on~ratulation 
to Pte. Ranson, L Cpl. Elliott and Pte. 
Wood ruffe. 

A darts match was arranged with " Top 
House ", Helton, and we were the victor- . 
On 2:~rd April we held our annual smoker, 
and five pints of beer a man were giVln free. 
Unfortunately, not everyone knew of th ... 
function and there have been subsequent 
moans from club members. We sympath1se 
with the Company Commander, who has had 
the mumps, and we are pleased to sec h m 
out of quarantine. 

" HQ " Company 
The most noteworthy event of the Spring, 

so far as " H.Q." Company's affairs arc 
concerned, is the departure of Capts. Scott 
and Mulhall from their labours as :\I.T.O. and 
Signal Officer to more energetic but possibly 
less wearing duty with rifle companies. 
" Bob " Scott has taken over command of 
" B " Company at Chester-le-Street, and 
" J immy " Mulhall has moved across the 
Drill Hall to be 2 i f c of" A " Company. To 
both , the Company offers its best wishes for 
the future and its appreciation of their past 
hard work. 

Capt. R. Blagburn has been posted from 
" S " Company to take over the appoint
ment of Signal Officer. We offer him a warm 
welcome and-at some unspecified date
the possible use of an issue watch during the 
execution of his duties. The unit ;\LT. having 
apparently been taught the secret of perpetual 
motion by the late. :\I.T.O. is running it ... elf 
for the moment (with, we understand, a 
kindly and sympathic supervision being gi\·en 
by a Q.M. / Adj t. combine). 

The weekly training night is being attended 
by the same faithful few enthusia:;ts , and 
serious training is largely confined t \\ ct>~
end camps and exercises. " Fenham III "on 
20th I 21st February was a strenuous mrl -uc
cessful Signals and Tactical Exerci,e, and 
surprisingly, a dry week-end. T he ' Q " .;;ide 
worked admirably , and all O.R .s were accom
modated and fed in the Drill Hall at Gile-
gate. Bedsteads and extra cooking stoves 
appeared as if by magic, and the last pro
vided a topic of wondering convcr.;;ation for 
weeks after. In fact , the ::\orthem Gas Board 
only ceased wondering in the last few days! 

The week-end allotted to " H.Q." Com
pany for its Rifle-L.:\I.G. C mrse at \Vhitbum 
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on lOth 11th April coincided with the final of 
the T.A. Football Cup, and was cancelled to 
allow all who wished to travel to London to 
see the Battalion team win. There were more 
men than usual to fire their annual course on 
the Battalion week-end at Whitbum, 8th nth 
~lay. Again the weather was kind, and after 
a cold and wet week, Saturday and Sunday 
were fine and sunny. Another week-end at 
Whitburn, 22nd / 2rlrd l\1ay, and a Company 
training week-end at Brancepeth, 12th / 1:3th 
June, complete the week-end programme so 
far arranged; perhaps this slightly less 
crowded training season is an augury for a 
less hectic camp at Fylingdales in July. 

The Company has not done so well in com
petitions during the close season. We were 
4th in the Inter-Company ·22 Shoot, but on 
the open ranges, later in the year, and with 
Capt. Rlagburn's powerful assistance, we 
hope to recapture something of our lost 
laurels. 

We have done something to help to make 
this year so successful. C.Q.~I.S. Worthy 
was a member of the team which once again 
won the Brigade ·22 Competition, and with 
his magic sponge and bag of tricks was on 
the louchline throughout the season as trainer 
to the Battalion team which won the T.A. 
Football Cup and the 50 Div. Cup. Pte. 
Cooper played in the team, and was a very 
useful member of it, scoring three goals in 
the final of the fiO Div. Cup. 

" S " Company 
We are now in the throes of training and 

have attended our first two week-end camps. 
The first at Whitbum was devoted to firing 
the annual course and resembled an arctic test 
exercise. However, the results were reason
able and some of our volunteers are well on 
the way to qualifying for bounties. The 
second was a field firing week-end in which 
the Anti-Tank Platoon proceeded to Warcop 
for the Brigade A/ tk Shoot and the remainder 
of the Company landed (eventually) at 
Otterbum. 

One small party of carriers under Cpl. 
Finnigan was misdirected when within two 
miles of their destination and found them
selves in Redesdale instead of Otterburn. 
Their troubles started when they were put on 
to the correct route, as one carrier ran out of 
petrol, and the other came off second best in 
an argument with a ditch. A passing lorry 
managed to drag him out and they then pro
ceeded to tow the disabled carrier back to 
Otterburn. A recovery section met them as 
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they were entering the village of Otterburn 
and so the Company were all present and 
ready for the following day's shooting. 

We were visited by the Brigadier who 
appeared quite pleased with the shooting. The 
1\Iortar Platoon (with 1\Ir. Fawcett back at 
the helm) laid down a very good smoke screen 
in a strong cross wind. The Assault Pioneers 
also did a bit of " blowing " but were ham
pered by a lack of gear. In the meantime 
our R.E.l\I.E . detachment was doing a spot 
of local repairs to a carrier which refused to 
start. Despite their efforts it was still u Is when 
we were due to return and it had to be lowed. 
As it was a brand new carrier just handed 
over to us, we felt that the " Gremlins " 
must have been transferred to us for 
a while. The return journey was also a bit of 
a headache but all vehicles managed to limp 
in with big ends, little ends, etc., knocking. 
Our hosts of the R.A. Practice Camp must be 
given full points for the excellent way in 
which they looked after us. Our next spasm 
is at Whitburn again on 22nd 2ard :\lay 
when we continue to fire the Annual Courses. 
To introduce a competitive element to the 
shooting we are giving prizes of regimental 
ties and scarves to the best shots. 

Recent changes in command have seen the 
departure of Capt. Blagburn to " H.Q." 
Company to command the Signal Platoon. In 
his place we welcome Lt. Appleton who has 
recently transferred from the Essex Regt. 
He had his baptism of fire at Otterburn when 
the Assault Platoon made a few bangs during 
the week-end 8th /9th May. Sgt. Coxon has 
joined us and we hope to fit him in with_ some 
of his old hands from the Assault P10neer 
Platoon of the 1st Battalion who are now 
serving with us. 

The following are congratulated on recent 
promotion: Cpl. Harrison, Cpl. Wilson, 
R. R. , Cpl. Pearson, A., of the Anti-Tank 
Platoon, Cpl. Dodds and Cpl. Ray of the 
l\I.l\I.G. Platoon and L / Cpls, Kay, Exley 
and Ramshaw. 

Officers' Mess 
We were pleased to " dine out " Brigadier 

A. J. D. Turner, D.S.O., M.C. , and at the 
same time welcome Brigadier P. G. Bamford, 
D.S.O., O.B.E., at a Dinner held in the 
l\Iess in Durham. 

The meal was prepared by the Mess Staff 
under the supervision of Sgt. Cutty and as a 
result Brigade Headquarters now make calls 
upon their services for week-end training 
exercises. 
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Although Annual Camp is still a few 
weeks away preparations arc in hand and we 
hope to maintain a good standard. Capt. R. 
Blagburn was recently appointed Food i\Iem
ber and we will be subject to his culinary 
qualifications (if any) at Camp. 

A Cocktail Party is being planned to take 
place on 4th June when we hope to see 
several of our old friends. 

We hope also to entertain families and 
friends on the middle Sunday at Camp. 

Sergeants' Mess 
It was with regret that during February we 

learned that R.S.M. " Roy " Armstrong was 
leaving the Regiment, on being appointed to 
a post with the War Department Constabu
lary at Birtley R.O.F. 

On 27th February he was " dined out " 
and with the exception of one or two mem
bers who were prevented from attending 
through illness, etc., we had an " excellent 
lurn-ou t ''. 

The Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. H. S. 
Sell, ~LC., T.D., and our late C.O., Col. 
G. L. Wood, D.S.O., O.B.E., l\I.C., T.D., 
were both present to pay tribute to the out
standing service rendered to the Battalion by 
R.S.l\L Armstrong, since lfl-17. It was indeed 
a solemn occasion when the '' after dinner '' 
speeches were made by Lt.-Col. Sell and Col. 
Wood and every word said in praise of his 
excellent service both with the Battalion and 
the Regiment was backed up to the hilt by 
his fellow mess members. We arc all sorry to 
see him go but with guaranteed employment 
available it was a wise decision. 

After the loyal toast and speeches R.S.~I. 
Armstrong was presented with a chiming 
clock, suitably inscribed, as a personal 
memento from all members. 

We wish him and l\lrs. Armstrong and 
family, " All the very best in civilian life." 

The training season is upon u~ once more 
and two week-ends have been spent at Whit
burn when the weather was fine but cold. 
:Members present at these week-ends took 
the opportunity of getting their " hand in " 
at darts and dominoes, etc., in preparation 
for any competition offered by other units 
of the Brigade during annual camp. 

We extend to R.S.M. "Martin" i\IcLane 
our congratulations on being appointed as 
R.S.~I. He is no stranger to most members, 
having previously served on the Permanent 
Staff prior to being posted to the 2nd Bat
talion in lfl52. We wish him a happy and 
successful tour. 

Sport 
T.A. Football Challenge Cup Competition 

Final 
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Our opponents in the l!l.J;~j.H Final were 
467 H.A.A. Regt. R.A. (Rotherham) the 
present holders. The learn travelled down on 
Friday, !lth April, and spent the ni~ht at 
Feltham Barracks where the match was 
played. 

In the morning the team had a little loosen
ing up practice and a short kick about to 
accustom themselves to the fairly hard 
ground. At :.>. .• ):5 p.m. the teams were pre
sented to ~Iajor-General G. A. . Swiney, 
C.B., C.B.E., M.C., Chairman of the Army 
Football Association, who, after the game, 
presented the cup and medals to the players. 

Conditions were ideal when 467 H.A.A. 
kicked off. Their opening attack was soon 
checked and Brown sent Cooper away on the 

·wiNNERS T.A. CHALLENGE CuP 

Back Row, left to right : 
Capt. Peart, S~t. Oli\'er, Pte. Storey (Capt.), 

Pte. Patterson, Sgt. Johnson, Pte. Hardy, 
Pte. Walton, RS.i\1. .\rmstrong-. 

Fro11t Row, left to right: 
Pte Woodhead, Cpl. Harrison, Pte. ::'IIarley, 

Pte. Brown, Pte. Cooper. 

left wing, whose centre was only just mis~ed 
by Woodhead running in. For the first thirty 
minutes we had it all our own way, and only 
first-class goalkeeping by Walshaw, and a 
little luck, prevented us from scorin~. 
Brown was the danger man and was unluck:\ 
to see a shot hit the post with the goal~eeper 
beaten. Later he was brought down in the 
penalty area, but the referee waved play on. 

Centre forward ~Iar!e,· could make httle 
progress against the buri):Townend, H.A.A.'s 
centre half. H.A.A. were first to ~core, how
ever, when in a breakaway \\<' co:1ceded a 
corner. Yates sent acr')~,; a· perfect kick and 
Gelsthorpe headed throu(!h. 

The second half opened in grand style with 
the Battalion on the attack. Within five 
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minutes a penalty for " hands " was con
verted by Storey. A few minutes later, we 
went further ahead, when after good play by 
Brown and Cooper, Harrison gave the goal
keeper no chance with a hard shot. Our de
fence had tightened up and good play by 
Oliver, Patterson, Johnson and Walton kept 
the H.A.A. forwards at bay. Storey, centre 
half and captain, received a knee injury and 
was not always able to cope with attacks 
down the centre afterwards. 

In the sixtieth minute, we went further 
ahead when ~larley scored after beating the 
opposing centre half. Good work by Harrison, 
Brown, Cooper and Woodhead nearly re
sul ted in further goals, but good goalkeeping 
on Walshaw's part kept the score down. After 
seventy-five minutes, H .A.A. reduced the 
arrears when Lockwood gave Hardy no 
chance with a free-kick from thirty yards. 

RETURN TO Dt.. RHA~! 

By courtesy, Durham A dt·erliser 

This spurred H .A.A. into action and Hardy 
brought off some good saves to keep us in 
the lead until the final whistle. 

The Battalion was well supported at 
Feltham. Companies arranged special buses 
for spectators. Among the invited guests were 
the Honorary Colonel, Brigadier P. Kirkup. 
D.S.O., O.B.E., ~I.C., T.D., D.L., and 
Brigadier P. G. Bamford, D.S.O., O.B.E., 
1;)1 Brigade Commander. Telegrams wishing 
us success were received from 1st Battalion, 
Div. Commander, 306 W.R.A.C. Bn., Ian 
English, J ohn Leybourne and many others. 

In the evening a gay time was had in a 
local and then on Sunday morning the team 
was taken for a bus tour of London. 

A most successful week-end finished with 
a reception party on Durham Station, cheer
ing the team back to Durham Drill H all , 
where the team were entertained most lavishly 
in the Sergeant's 1\Iess. The team and officials 
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have also been invited to a dinner in their 
honour. 

The team in the final was Pte. G. Hardy; 
Sgt. G. Oliver, Pte. D. Patterson; P te . F. 
Walton, Pte. R. Storey (Capt.), Sgt. G. 
J ohnson; Pte. V. Woodhead, Cpl. N. 
Harrison, Pte. J. :\larley, Pte. E. Brown, 
Pte. J. Cooper. Reserves Pte. Raine, Pte. 
Dobson and P te. Pratt. Others who have 
played in previous rounds included Pte. 
Finnigan, Pte. King, Pte. Raine, Sgt. 
Conway, Capt. E. R. Peart and Pte. Pratt. 

Numerous congratulatory messages have 
been received since the game and we would 
like to take this opportunity of thanking all 
our well-wishers. 

Final :m Div. Football Competition 
In the final of the ;m Div. Football Com

petition which was played at Catterick 
Stadium on Sunday, April 25th, 8 D.L.I. 
beat () D .L. I. by four goals to two goals. 
After the match the teams were presented 
with the shie!d and medals by l\lajor-General 
G. H. Colquhoun, O.B.E. Both teams were 
very well supported. 

Condi tions were good apart from a cold 
cross wind. 8 D.L.I. won the toss but elected 
to play against the wind in the first half. 
However, they were soon on the attack and 
good football by Marley, Harrison and 
Cooper resulted in the latter just shooting 
wide. 

First class defence with Storey outstanding 
at centre half broke up 6 D.L.I. attacks and 
it was Cooper again and again receiving 
perfect passes from Harrison, who cleverly 
beat one player before putting a perfect pass 
through to Cooper; a head forward, a flick 
past a defender and a first time shot into the 
far corner of the goal gave the keeper 
Robinson no chance- a brilliantly taken goal. 

The move was repeated a few minutes later, 
this time Johnson to Marley, ~Iarley to 
Harrison in the inside right position to 
Cooper, Cooper across the goal to Marley, who 
fired in a shot which was blocked and on the 
rebound Cooper cracked it home. 6 D.L.I. 
were fighti ng back now and 8 D.L.I. falling 
off a little with a two goal lead were not now 
so certain in defence. A few mis-kicks by 
Walton and bad clearances from the backs, 
who up to now had been very sure, gave 
8 D.L.I. some anxious moments. Hardy in 
goal saved two very good shots and cleared 
well from two dangerous corners. In the 
thirty-second minute a very amusing incident 
resulted in a penalty. 
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Hardy in goal saved well from (j D.L.l. 
centre forward but when challenged by two 
other forwards was unable to clear. Walton 
running in to give assistance found him~elf 
face to face with Hardy and the ball bemg 
pushed into his hands. A first class rugger 
pass. Thomas for 6 D.L.I. made no mistake 
from the spot and just before half time they 
drew level when a shot from the outside left 
was only partly cleared and Thomas, their 
right half, with a first time shot, gave Hardy 
no chance. This encouraged 6 D.L.I. but 
anxious moments in both goal mouths saw 
no further score at half-time. 

With the wind advantage, 8 D.L.I. started 
off well and were soon on the attack, Cooper 
again being the danger man. The attack was 
checked and then during an unfortunate in
cident Peareth, G D.L.I. centre forward, was 
ordered off by the referee. This seemed to 
spur the 6th into action and only good defen
sive play by Oliver, Patterson and Storey 
prevented any score. Hardy was bundled _into 
the net with the ball but a foul was g1ven 
and no goal resulted. 

It was Cooper, however, who turned the 
scales in favour of 8 D.L.I. once more, when 
from a bad 6 D.L.I. clearance he cracked 
the ball home for his hat-trick. After this a 
ding-dong battle developed, both goalkeepers 
saving well. 

A Marley shot was well taken under the 
bar by Robinson, 6 D.L.I. goalkeeper, when 
a goal seemed almost certain. 

In the seventy-fourth minute Jlarley made 
it safe for 8 D.L.I. Cooper, receiving a good 
pass from Harrison, centred from the corner 
flag and Marley from the centre of the 
penalty area made no mistake. Final score 
8 D.L.I. 4-6 D.L.I. 2. 

Storey in defence was a pillar of strength 
for the 8th whilst Cooper (hat trick) was a 
constant danger at outside left. For 6 D.L.I. 
Pearth at centre forward was the main 
threat whilst Hodgson and Trotter were 
strong in defence. 
Teams 

8 D.L.I.: Pte. Hardy; Pte. Patterson, Sgl. 
Oliver; Sgt. Johnson, Pte. Storey (Capt.). 
Pte. Walton; Pte. Cooper, LJCpl. Hamson, 
Pte. Marley, Pte. Pratt, Pte. Woodhead. 

6 D.L.I.: Cfn. Robinson; Pte. Hodgson, 
Pte. Trotter; Pte. Thomas, Pte. Carrick, 
LJCpl. Morgan; Capt. Bowmer, Pte. 
Atkinson, Pte. Peareth, Pte. Clinton, Cpl. 
Heseltine. 

Every Officer Has His Day 
The N.C.O.s of the 8th, having had their 

cadre day some weeks before, it was felt the 
officers must have one too, and accordin;ly 
all commissioned personnel were instructed 
to report one Sunday to Durham Drill Hall. 

We knew the moment we entered the me" 
that everything was organised becau:< 
Steelamarch was handing out programme:; 
the first item thereon being a mess meetin,.., 
Looking around, I saw all the old faithfub 
were present, and of those who don't usually 
turn up, none in fact had turned up. 

We grouped ourselves around the table and 
Sellemall duly opened the meeting. The main 
item on the agenda, was the choosing of a 
food member, and someone suggested 
Bim-Bam, but it was thought he would prob
ably cat all the food before it reached the 
tables. The ultimate choice was Pioneer 
Blagman, whose experience as chef at the 
Gateshead Civic Restaurant, we felt, would 
stand him in good stead. He was also the 
only one we know of who could write menus 
in French. 

The mess meeting completed, those of suffi
cient importance went to the C.O.'s office 
with its roaring fire for a conference, and the 
remainder of us proceeded to the refrigerated 
drill hall where Pronto Mulberry was address
ing some chaps from the Home Guard. At 
least we presumed they were from the Home 
Guard as they had H.G. shoulder titles and 
we did not believe one who said it stood for 
Harry Gold. Mulberry welcomed us, gave out 
some pieces of paper and continued hi:; 
lecture. This was frequently interrupted by a 
furious writing on the blackboard and an 
equally furious rubbing out w!th piece, of 
sacking torn from Steelamarch's cloth m<xlel. 

We then formed groups, each group com
'plete with wireless-set, and Pronto be _an 
asking " How do you hear me?". The rep , 
then came over. "A, with two ears ou~", ' B 
with two ears out ", and so on, un 
stations had answered. 

12.30 came and in accordance '' th ... 
amarch's programme, evel}·thin~ ,• 
lunch under the P.l\I.C. 

An hour later, all officers ~ mb 
drill hall the temperature of \\hich 

specially lowered. As an icicle f 
nose, Steelamarch told u, tha • 
wasn't really cold , but ra 
had just left was Wl} warm H 
ceeded to take up a pas u n b: 
which was a b 'x-J"'·e arran, 
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on two chairs. We knew that the lecture 
which was to follow was the piece de 
resistance of the day, and instinctively, 
everyone sat to attention. Steelamarch 
said he didn't want to talk too long, 
but sometimes talking was very necessary 
and this was such an occasion. In future 
he said, we would be part of N.A.T.O.'s 
forces and this meant we would have to fight 
alongside the Belgian Army. We were very 
pleased this explanation had been given, be
cause some of us were thinking N.A.T.O. was 
the new Div. Commander and others that he 
was a partisan leader from the Pennines. 
l\Iost important of all, continued teelamarch, 
was the '' aim '' . It had to be a good one 
with the tip of the foresight in the centre of 
the target, etc. Having fixed the aim firmly 
in our minds, we had to make an apprecia
tion, and this did not mean whistling at 
~Iarilyn Monroe. 

At this stage, Steelamarch stopped talking, 
and looked significantly at Ramp Poot where
upon the latter doubled forward smartly, and 
picked up a tremendous quantity of paper 
which he dished out with gusto. The whole 
thing was done so well, it was obvious to 
everyone that days of rehearsal had probably 
gone into this movement. After more talking, 
and more lookmg at Poot, this operation was 
repeated several times, until eventually every
one present was hidden from view by m:1sses 
of paper. His explanatory talk finished, Steel-
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amarch asked us to come out from behind 
our paper barricades and look at the cloth 
model he had made. It had taken two davs 
to complete, and he said he would't tell us 
which piece of countryside it represented. At 
this everyone present lifted his sleeve and 
laughed up it, because they knew that to 
make the model, Steelamarch had simply had 
the drill hall swept, and sacking draped over 
the resultant piles of litter. We were told the 
enemy were going to attack in 7-8 days and 
because of the urgency of the situation we 
had to write a battalion operation order out 
in half-an-hour. During this time Sellemal 
and Steelamarch adjourned for a quick one, 
re-joining us at the end of the stipulated 
time, whereupon Steelamarch insisted on col
lecting in tlie written orders despite caustic 
comments from Cuth and ~lark 1. 

The final item of the day was pay, and 
Ramp Poot, in his office, pointed out that we 
would sign for more pay than we would 
actually draw, the differences to be shared 
among the regular officers who did not get 
paid for working on Sundays. 

The day ended, everyone departed feeling 
the war had really been won. With regard to 
the paper problem, arrangements for delivery 
to the respective officers' houses were made 
with British Railways, and after weeks of 
hard work, they finally announced the task 
completed. 
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17th BATTALION THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT (9 D.L.I.) T.A. 

" A " Company 
We are very busy at the moment doing 

" synthetic training " from " mock ups " in 
preparation for our first aircraft jump of the 
year. The Hastings is a new aircraft to most 
of us, so the feeling of " great expectations " 
is more acute than usual. We also have a very 
snappy new kit bag technique to master. 

The first jump of the year was from a 
balloon at Catterick-this was a very pleasant 
week-end and all ranks were very hospitably 
entertained by the R.A.F. Regiment-to 
whom we express our thanks. 

The Company week-end camp has been 
postponed until after Annual Camp. The 
Company Commander, however, has been 
busy studying tide tables and beaches for 
North Northumberland, so it looks as though 
a day by the sea is in the offing. 

" B " Company 
The training season is with us once more 

and every Wednesday evening sees more and 
more of our members emerging from their 
winter sleep to engage in the gentle art of 
rolling, drill and training once more. 

To-date, we have had two very successful, 
if a trifle damp, week-end camps, the first 
with our good friends the R.A.F. Regiment 
at Catterick, where, despite the fact that the 
shooting was " washed out " on one day and 
only a limited number of balloon descents 

were carried out before " weather stopped 
play ", a good time was had by all. 

True to tradition, Whitburn Camp pro
duced its usual medley of winter weather, 
from glorious sunshine to snow, yes, snow in 
May (or rather hailstones) but at least every
one was able to fire a course, on at least one 
weapon, with varied success. 

On the Social side, our Canteen still 
attracts a large number of members on Sun
day evenings whilst our last dance proved a 
great success. 

Congratulations to Pte. T. Owens on hav
ing completed the " jump" into Hoh· 
Matrimony. We wish him every success in h1, 
married life. 

New recruits continue to pour in and 1t is 
gratifying to see that at least some of our 
newer National Servicemen have come from 
the Brigade in the Middle East. 

" C " Company 
Since the last notes were written the train

ing season has got into stride and it is pos,Ible 
to assess the Company's ability to do its 
full share of training at Annual Camp. 

The N.C.O.s promoted just before last 
year's camp, are again available and should 
fulfil the promise shown at that time, whilst 
the new recruits include some very good 
material. 

Two week-end camps have been spent on 
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the rifle ranges and the standard has been 
very good considering the atrocious weather 
in which the practices were fired. 

" S " Company 
As the training season gets into full swing, 

yve find that our social life is becoming less 
Important and that thoughts are concen
trated upon rangework, jumping, mounting 
and ?ismou~ting, and especially upon the 
question of JUSt how many 3" mortars and 
M.M.G.s one can stuff into the new container. 

Now that we have our Assault Pioneer 
Platoon in formation, we welcome to our 
ranks Sgt. Dixon who is working hard to get 
~he pla~oon into full training. Already some 
mterestmg and valuable practical training 
has been carried out with the R.E.s and 
enthusiasm is running high, so that all talk 
is concerned with " plastic " " cortex " 
"fuses ", " dets ", etc., and' one wonder~ 
how long the drill hall will survive unscathed ! 

We are glad that C / Sgt. Myers is now 
recovered from his descent from the balloon 
at Catterick. He insists that a 30 m.p.h. wind 
is " gust too bad " ! 

Since our last notes we have the pleasure 
of congratulating Lt. Ross upon his marriaae, 
and we wish his wife and himself m~ch 
happiness. 

" HQ " Company 
At the outset, we would like to say that 

we. are not to be changed into an amphibious 
umt, and the Quartermaster has not indented 
for "Feet webbed Mark I ". 

Since our l~st notes, we ha_ve been shooting 
and parachutmg. The shootmg at Whitbum 
and Bellerby was held in weather typical of 
those two places. Balloon descents were made 
at Catterick amongst the palatial homes of 
the Royal Air Force Regiment. A Hastings 
descent was made at Dishforth and everyone 
jumped in spite of the Met. gentlemen. The 
D.Z. was very soft and many happy landings 
were made. One member of the Company 
" Son ", remembered to fill in the hole befor~ 
he left the D .z. 

The Drill Hall has taken on a very artistic 
look and many thanks are due to the Shipley 
Art Gallery for the loan of the paintings. 
Capt. Scott is still the Adjutant, however, 
and not Sir Gerald Kelly. 
S~t .. Dixon .. our P.S.I., has added yet one 

more JOb to his already full list. He is acting 
a::. " mine host " in the canteen, and can be 
seen issuing, on re.payment of course, large 
p nts of food to thirsty men. The canteen is 
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looking very smart having had a new coat of 
p~int, new furniture and some very fine 
p1~tures. It also has a bar at just the right 
height to lean on, and the beer is better and 
cheaper than outside. 

We welcome Sgt. Dobson who has joined 
us after serving with the R.A.E.C. in Malaya. 
He has been appointed Intelligence Sergeant. 
It would appear that he is a man of means 
judging by the tobacco he smokes. 

Cpl. Christer (Signal Platoon) has left us 
for the Assault Pioneer Platoon. Once more 
" S " Company has gained from us. 

Congratulations are due to L J Cpl. L. A. 
Watson on his appointment. 

Sergeants' Mess 

~he Annual Ball high-lighted the quiet 
penod between the end of the year and the 
commencement of the Training Season. 

It was easily the best we have ever held. 
There had been some heart-burning among 
the members as. to the advisability of holding 
It m the austenty of the Drill Hall, but the 
prodigious efforts of the Entertainments Com
mittee who, by threats, cajolery, bribery, 
theft, wheedling, scrounging, hard labour and 
a minimum amount of cash transformed the 
place into a veritable fairyland, put the 
doubters to shame. 

We had the honour of entertaining the 
Commanding Officer and the Officers of the 
Regiment, and civic dignity was evident in 
the presence of the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Gateshead. 

All in all it was a real " gradely do ", and 
we particularly congratulate Sgts. Leckey, 
Overy, Arney and Bensley of the Entertain
ments Committee and all those members who 
gav~ their time, not forgetting our electrical 
genms Sgt. Sutherland, for making the Ball 
the success it was. 

Our So~ial Evenings, held every Sunday, 
are becommg even more popular and it looks 
as though we shall soon have to open an 
annexe to accommodate the overflow! 

We are very glad to welcome to the mess 
t~e following " New Boys " who have de
c:ded to throw in their lot with us:-

Sgt Norman Middleton from the Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Sgt. ~obert Dixon from the Royal 
Engmeers, who has joined us as Pioneer 
Sergeant. 

Sgt. Clifford Graham Dobson from the 
Education Corps, who is taking over the 
" I " Section. 
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Finally we bid a most reluctant farewell 
to one of our stalwarts.-CfSgt. Ralph 
jackson of " A " Company. Best of luck for 
ht future, Jacko I 

Officers' Mess 
Bobby Hodson's term of office must be 

one of the shortest in the Battalion's peace
time history. After being on the strength 
for less than two months, he is at this moment 
assisting in the suppression of ~Iau :\Iau 
terrorism with the Kenya Police. 

We have been compensated three-fold for 
his untimely loss, however, in the forms of 
Alan Robson, Peter Steward and David 
Phillips. Alan Robson is a war-time Airborne 
Officer returning to the fold after nearly ten 
vears; while Peter and David are to receive 
their " Dicing " Instruction at Abingdon 
shortly. 

Alan is a salesman, Peter a model for 
Charles Atlas adverts and an ex-sapper, and 
is going to get the job of compiling these 
notes in future! Why should the poor old 
P.:\I.C. have to split infinitives when there 
is a professional in the house? 

It is rather poetic justice that we should 
have lured Peter Steward into the snake-pit 
after the escape to the mine and barbed-wire 
bashers of the late second-in-command. 

Part II orders reveal a further increa~e in 
strength in the form of a very lovely little 
lady named Wraith, Jane Lesley of that ilk, 
who, exercising the time-honoured female 
prerogative, arrived four and a half hours 
too late for her proud papa to erect another 
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£85 barrier between himself and Rabb e 
Butler. 

We were all very pleased to mo1sten Xigel 
Sprague's new crowns. There was the odd 
character who used Buckets tea, :>k gallon, 
with which to do this, of course, but let u.
not be uncharitable. 

The Commanding Officer, Charles nd 
Tessa Trewhitt, Alan Robson and " P1p " 
Phillips were entertained to cocktails by the 
Brigadier and 1\frs. Daniells at York on the 
24th of April, during the course of which 
they met the G.O.C. and Mrs. Rome. Cock
tails at the White House have become a verv 
much looked-forward-to institution during 
T.E.W.T. week-ends in the York area. 

During the first week-end in l\Iay we were 
in camp at Whitburn, where we were greatly 
indebted to our W.R.A.C. friends for the way 
in which they ministered to the needs of the 
inner man; and in particular to Peggy Wells 
who very kindly stepped into the Food
member's breach (compositor to please 
note this word is singular) and very well 
:-;he performed his duties, too. 

The following week-end we were enter
tained right Royally at the R.A.F. :\less, 
Dishforth, whilst performing continuation 
training there. The P.:\I.C. has ever since 
bren inundated with questions beginning with 
"Why can't we ... " 

The food was really marvellous. Yet we are 
informed that they draw up supplies from the 
same source as ourselves! The P.l\I.C. sug
gests that all future :\1essing courses be held 
at Dishforth. 

THE NELSON, MARLBOROUGH AND WEST COAST REGIMENT 

Annual Camp, 1954 

The Annual Camp of the First Battalion of manded by Lt.-Col. E. E. Richards, D.S.O., 
the Nelson, ~Iarlborough and West Coast O.B.E., E.D., who relinquishes his command 
Regiment, was held at Lake Station, Lake at the end of :\larch, and will be posted to the 
Roto-iti, from l~th 27th February, 1954. In retired list. 
several ways this Camp was of special signific- Both of these facts were mentioned by Col. 
ance and it was the largest yet held by the D. J. Fountaine, D.S.O., :\I.C., Colonel of 
Battalion since its reformation after the war. the Regiment, when he address d the Bat
There were OIJO Officers and Other Ranks talion Parade on Visitors' Dav, 21st Feb
under canvas. At the same time and in the ruary, Hl!54. At the same ·parade Col. 
same area, " C " Squadron of the 3rd Fountaine presented Coronation )[edal<; to 
Armoured Regiment and the 3rd Infantry the Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. E. E. 
Workshops were in camp, making a total of Richards, D.S.O., O.B.E., E.D.; ~Iajor R. I. 
1,500 personnel. It was the last camp for the Blair, O.B.E., ccond in Command; :\[ajor 
first Intake and of the 20 year old group T. F. Hegglun, O.C. "A" Company; :\Iajor 
under the Compulsory Military Training W. A. Reeves, O.C. " D " Company; Capt. 
Scheme, and also the last Camp to be com- E. Goodman Signals Officer, and W.O.II N. 
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~Iartin, C.S.~I. "H.Q." Company. In doing 
so, he congratulated them on behalf of the 
Battalion on the honour conferred upon them 
by Her Jlajesty the Queen. Another function 
performed by Col. Fountaine was to entrust 
to the care of the Band of the Battalion a 
new Jlace. In the afternoon of Visitors' Day 
demonstrations were given by Jlortar, Anti
Tank and Assault Platoons, and these were 
thoroughly enjoyed by the 1,000 visitors to 
the Camp. Tanks of the 3rd Armoured Regi
ment and Carriers of Support Company were 
kept busy during the afternoon giving rides 
around the Camp area to children and some 
of the younger adults. 

The training emphasis at the Camp was 
on Infantry-Tank co-operation and many 
valuable lessons were learned from the 
exercises planned at Company level. Visitors 
showed great interest in these exercises. The 
official visitors were the Chief of General 
Staff and the Commanding Officer of the 
New Zealand Division, J1ajor-General W. G. 
Gentry, C.B.E., D.S.O., Brigadier E. A. 
~IcPhail, D.S.O., ~I.C., Officer Commanding 
3rd Infantry Brigade, the Director of In
fantry Training, Lt.-Col. G. P. Sanders, 
D.S.O., and Lt.-Col. F. L. Davis, Camp 
Commandant, Burnham Jlilitary Camp, 
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where the trainees receive their bas:c training 
before being posted to the unit. 

No account of this camp would be complete 
without a tribute to the retiring Commanding 
Officer, Lt.-Col. Richards. In 1047, Col. 
Richard» was asked to prepare for the forma
tion and organization of the Battalion, to 
receive and continue training of Territorial 
personnel on the completion of their initial 
14 weeks' basic training in one of the per
manently established Camps, under the Com
pulsory Wlitary Training Scheme. Since that 
time, he has guided the development of the 
Battalion until now it has reached full 
strength. He has every reason to be proud of 
the standard of efficiency maintained by his 
men and of the unit which has developed 
under his command . The Battalion was 
pleased to know that his work was recognised 
by the award of the O.B.E. by Her ~Iajesty 
the Queen last year. Presentations were made 
to Colonel Richards by the Officers and Ser
geants of the Battalion at their respective 
formal l\Iess nights in Camp and good wishes 
expressed to him for his retirement. At the 
conclusion of the final parade in Camp, a 
presentation was also made on behalf of the 
men of the unit. The new Commanding 
Officer will be the Second-in-Command, 
~Iajor R. I. Blair, O.B.E. 

DURHAM COUNTY ARMY CADET FORCE 

The ilrd Annual Athletic ~Ieetmg was held 
at The Depot, The Durham Light Infantry, 
Brancepeth, by kind permission of the Com
manding Officer, ~Iajor R. G. Atkinson, 
O.B.E., M.C., on Saturday, :2nth l\Iay, 1%!. 

A record crowd of about 500 parents, 
friends and Cadets watched the programme of 
events in glorious sunshine. 

The County Commandant, Sir Lawrie 
Edwards, O.B.E., D.L., J .P., presented the 
prizes after each final. After an exciting race 
for the Inter-Battalion Cup, the 8th Cadet 
Battalion D.L.I. managed to gain the most 
points, and Sir Lawrie Edwards presented the 
cup to Major Chapman, Officer Commanding, 
8th Cadet Battalion D.L.I. 

The meeting was organized by the County 
Sports Committee whose Honorary Secretary 
is Captain ]. W. Storey, and the Officials 
were drawn from all A.C.F. units in the 
County of Durham. Fourteen units took part 
and it is pleasing to note that all units gained 
some points. 

::\o less than nine records were broken 

during the afternoon, five in the Senior Group 
and four in the Junior group. 

In preparation for the A.C.F. National 
Championships in London, the County team 
and reserves arc to spend :2 week-ends at The 
Depot, The Durham Light Infantry, Brance
peth, on the 12th I 13th and 26th I :27th June, 
1\),)4. 

The individual results arc as follows:-
High Jump 1st Cadet Foulds. D. 12th Cadet Bn. 
(under 16) 2nd Cadet \\"atson 16th " 

3rd Cadet Short 13th 
High jump 1st I. Cpl. Scott 8th 

" 
(over 16) 2nd Cpl. Howey 1st 

3rd Cpl. Locket 9th 
Throwiug lst Cpl. Banks, G. 1st 
Discus 2nd Cadet Hedley 16th .. 
(open) 3rd Cadet Hall lith 
]at'elin 1st Cpl. Gurner I ~t 
(open) 2nd Cadet Forster 16th " 

3rd Sgt. :\lcLevy 13th " 
100 Yards 1st Cpl. Sheavills 17th 
(under 16) 2nd Cadet Spindloe 6th " 

3rd Cadet Lambert 8th ., 
100 Yards 1st L/Cpl. Jennings 8th " 
(over 16) 2nd Cadet Spinclloe 6th 

3rd Sgt. Brown 5th 
" 
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220 Yards 1st L/Cpl. Brotton 8th C'adt>t Bn. Weight 1st Bglr. Hartle 1st Cadet Bn. 
under 16) 2nd LfCpl. Watson 5th (open) 2nd Cadet Dawson 16th .. 

3rd Cadet McVittey 17th .. 3rd L1Cpl. Skelton 8th 
2?0 Yards 1st C.Q.M.S. Barnett 9th Hurdle 1st Cpl. Hilton lith 

(over 16) 2nd Cadet Stafford 19th Race 2nd Cadet Leighton 6th .. 
3rd Cadet Guy 12th (open) 3rd Cadet Hampton 8th 

440 Yards 1st Cadet Neal 8th Relay Race 1st 8th Cadet Bn. D.L.I. .. (under 16) 2nd lith Cadet Bn. D.L.l. (under 16) 2nd Cadet Drake 17th .. 3rd l st Cadet Bn. D.L.I. 3rd Cadet Harwood 19th .. Relay Race Ist 1st Cadet Bn. D.L.I. 
440 Yards 1st Cadet McLaren 3rd .. (over 16) 2nd 3rd Cadet Bn. D.L.l. 
(over 16) 2nd Sgt. Harper lith 3rd 6th Cadet Bn. D.L.I. 

3rd L/Cpl. Brown 8th .. 
Team Placings 880 Yards 1st L 'Cpl. Barrass 1st 

(under 16) 2nd Sgt. Slater 18th 8th Cadet Bn. D.L.I. 78 points. 
1st 67 3rd Sgt. Fletcher lith 

lith 48 
880 Ym·ds 1st Cadet Smithurst 13th 6th 38 
(over 16) 2nd C.S.M. Gaffney 9th 3rd 35 

3rd Sgt. Smith I Ith 12th 32 
1 Mile 1st Sgt. Whitehead lst 9th 26 
(open) 2nd Cadet Leighton 6th 16th 26 

3rd Cadet Hampton 8th .. 17th 26 
Long Jump 1st Cadet Clark lith 13th 16 
(under 16) 2nd L/Cpl. Winn 9th .. 19th 15 

3nl Cpl. Bell 1st 5th II 
Long Jump I st L/Cpl. 1 ardine 3rd 2nd 9 
(over 16) 2nd L/Cpl. 1 ennings 8th 18th 6 

3rd L/Cpl. Soppitt 16th lOth 0 

THE FIRST CADET BATTALION 

At the time of writing, our Annual Camp 
is but some five short weeks ahead and, as 
forecast in our notes for last quarter, enthus
iasm is waxing as more detailed information 
becomes available regarding the location of 
the Camp, the services, amenities and train
ing programme being prepared for us. At 
the same time, much is being done within our 
own sphere of responsibility to ensure that we 
will derive maximum benefit from this our 
first experience of a Training Camp organised 
on a District basis. We are to be the first of 
the Durham County Cadet Units into Beller
by Camp, and now Jearn that we will be in 
company with sub-units from each of the 
3rd and 6th Cadet Battalions of the R.N.F. 
Battalion Headquarters are engaged in very 
active liaison with the Camp Administration 
Unit which is to be from the 1st Battalion 
The Gloucestershire Regiment. We are also 
in touch with our old friends, No. 14 Train
ing Wing, who will once more be in attend
ance. Efforts are being made to arrange a 
recce of the area within the next few weeks. 
Although at first we were inclined to be dis
mayed at the departure from our traditional 
self-contained and self-administered camps, 
we are now looking forward to the experience 
in store for us at Bellerby and feel sure that 
much will be found to write about in our 
notes for the next issue. 

Within the Rifle Companies, the usual pre
camp activities are well in train, and the 
harrassed attitude of all Company Com
manders is indicative of the thousand-and-one 
additional things which become their lot at 
this time of the year. We have always been 
proud of our Band and Bugles, and justifi
ably so. To the best of our knowledge, the 
combination of full :\Iilitary Band and Bugles 
is unique among Cadet Cnits, and we are 
more than ever anxious that this year they 
will acquit themselves to even greater effect. 
To this end they are now " hard at it " under 
the experienced hand and eye of our Director 
of Music, 2/ Lt. B.]. :\Iartin, and the photo
graph herewith shows the Military Band 
Section at concert practice under his baton. 

Strenuous efforts are being maintained at 
recruitment, and C.S.l\f.s are fully occupied 
in polishing up the drill, bearing, and turn
out of cadets with an eye on the Annual 
Inter-Company Drill Competition which 
usually takes place at Camp for the North
fleet Battle Cup. Between now and our de
parture on Saturday, June 19th, there will 
doubtless be the usual succession of " flaps " 
but these will all be straightened out by 
following the well tried and accepted drills 
arising from past experience. 

It only remains to report on events pending 
and rising since we last went to Press. The 
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intensive coaching by the Battalion W.T.O., 
Lt. F. Vasey, ably and willingly assisted by 
the South Shields Home Guard Rifle Club, 
was rewarded when the Inter-Battalion 
~Iusketry Competition (·22) was won, for the 
first time since its inception, by our Battalion 
team at Durham on Saturday, 27th ?~larch, 
with a total score of :lG2 points. The team and 
the individual scores were as follows: -

Cpl. Rollo, A. ("C" Coy.), fl~ points. 
Cadet Westgarth, E. ("C" Coy.), fl~ points. 
L /Cpl. ?~IcVeigh, H . ("C"Coy.),87 points. 
Bugler Hartle, D. ("H.Q." Coy.), 81) points. 
At the Cert. " A " Examination held on 

Sunday, 28th ~larch, our candidates once 
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ferred to the long and excellent service given 
by ~Ir. Bedlington to the Battalion, and ex
pressed the hope that he would continue his 
association with us, although perhaps in a less 
active capacity. 

There have been further casualties in the 
ranks of the officers of the Unit. Our ex
Adjudant, Capt. W. ]. Richardson, has 
relinquished his commission, due to pressure 
of his civilian occupation. He has, however, 
been granted the honorary rank of Captain 
and will continue his association with the 
Officers' Mess, particularly on matters affect
ing the social side. The retirement from active 
service of ~Iajor R. Robinson, ~I.C., T .D., 

l ST CADET BN. l\IJLITAHY BAND SECTION AT CO!\CERT PRACTICE UNDER 2/J T. B. J. MARTIN 

more brought credit to the Battalion by the 
standard and number of passes obtained. 
Subsequently several new sets of " tapes " 
have appeared on parade. 

To mark the occasion of his retirement, 
previously reported, the presentation of a 
clock was made to Mr. F. C. Bedlington, 
:\I.::\1., by his colleagues in the Sergeants' 
~less on Sunday, 7th March, his successor 
R.S.~I. tonebanks officiating. The following 

unday morning l\Ir. Bedlington was pre
sented with a silver cigarette-box at an in
formal gathering in the Officers' Mess, when 
our Honorary Colonel and County Com
mandant, Col. Sir Lawrie Edwards, O.B.E., 
D.L, J.P., in making the presentation, re-

has been similarly marked and he will con
tinue to serve as Officers' i\Iess Secretary in 
his honorary rank. 

We must also record that our 2 ijc, Major 
S. :\I. Sharp, has been reluctantly obliged to 
relinquish his appointment and has been suc
ceeded by Capt. H. Haswell. In turn, this 
has caused the appointment of Lt. K. Hunter 
to be O.C. "A" Company, where, incident
ally, Sgt. Gillespie, '·· has been promoted to 
W.O.II as C.S.~I. in succession to R.S.l\I. 
Stonebanks. These casualties and appoint
ments have occasioned several Inter-Com
pany postings among subaltern officers. Lts. 
Hockey and Vasey have gone from " D " to 
"B " Company, Lt. Walsh from "B " to 
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" A "Company, and Lt. G. D. Roberts from 
"B " to " C " Company. We are also 
pleased to record the promotion of Lt. P. F. 
Rogers, our newly acquired Q.:\I., to the rank 
of Captain. 

On the sporting side, the Battalion Soccer 
team unfortunately lost active interest in the 
Inter-Battalion knock-out competition, going 

-l.J9 

Jiery Open Air Swimming Pool on aturday, 
~<Hh June, and our teams arc nO\\ bein!! 
selected with a view to retaining the Senior 
Championship, which we have held for two 
years, and regaining the Junior Champion
ship, which we lost last year. The date of this 
event coincides wi th our return from Camp, 
which will mean special efforts to transport 

1ST CADET B:-; \YJXXERS l:\"TER-BN. 

·22 \lt'SKETRY CO,IPETITIO:\" 195-1 

/.eft to nxlzl 
Bn~lcr D. Hartle, L , Cpl. II . ~lc\'ei~h . Lieut. 

F. Vasey (coach), Cpl. \ Rollo, Celt. 
E. \Yestgarth. 

down early to the :~rd Cadet Battalion. We 
are now in the midst of preparation and train
ing for the Inter-Battalion Athletics :\Ieeting 
to be held at the Regimental Depot on the 
28th May, where we hope to retain the 
championship for the third year in succession. 
The Inter-Battalion Swimming Gala is again 
scheduled to take place at the Dawdon Col-

our teams to Dawdon in advance of the Bat
talion, and it is doubtful whether we will bt.. 
able to arrange for supporters and spectators 
to witness and encourage their efforts. It i, to 
be hoped that these efforts will not be affected 
by the preceding week's activities in Camp 
Our next notes will tell the tale. 

THE FIFTH CADET BATIALION 

The Unit football team was successful this 
year in reaching the final of the Durham 
County Army Cadet Force Football Champ
ionship 1U.i;3/ 54, but was unfortunately 
beaten by one goal to nil by the Hlth Cadet 
Battalion (Durham City) at Dawdon Colliery 
on 28th April. This was a great disappoint
ment, being the third occasion on which we 
have reached this final without winning. 
(Who said that it was third time lucky? ) We 
understand that the Hlth Battalion were de
feated in last season's final, so they will 
understand in some respects how we felt. 

Our opponents in previous rounds were: 

:3rd Battalion (]arrow), wh r a 

.i-:-3; 1st Battalion (South ::-t. 
beaten 3- 1; and in the , 
drawn against the 17th Bat 
over whom we had a : 
~IcKcnzie (Capt.) and hE 
mented on the kecnnc-- u 
throughout the compc 
better luck next , 

Another su ccc--f 
held at the Re, m 
which \\ l. ha\e t 
Evans .. nd b.:.~ 
this •Pr rtun 
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Evans the best of luck in his retirement and 
to say that we will always remember him as a 
good friend of the A.C.F. To his successor, 
l\Iajor R. G. Atkinson, O.B.E., l\LC., we 
would say, " It is very nice to meet you 
again." He is no stranger to this Unit of the 
A.C.F. He was O.C. "D " Company of the 
1st Battalion in B.A.O.R. in 1949, when a 
party of thirty cadets from the 5th Cadet 
Battalion spent ten days in Dortmund 
attached to his Company. On his posting to 
the 6th Battalion, he twice visited this Unit 
in Gateshead. The first occasion was to con
duct a Certificate " A " Examination and 
the second was to carry out our Annual 
Inspection. 

One of the pleasures of an A.C.F. Officer 
is to receive visits from ex-cadets when they 
are on leave from the Regular Army. There 
have been many such visits to Elmgrove 
Terrace in Gateshead during the last few 
months. Many ex-cadets of this Unit are 
serving in the Regular Army, but it gives us 
special pleasure to have visits from those 
who are serving in the County Regiment. 
From the 2nd Battalion in B.A.O.R., we 
have been pleased to welcome Lt. F. ]. 
Penty, Cpl. B. S. Fawcett, Cpl. A. Arm
strong, Ends. R. Walton, Pte. H. P. Handy 
and Private B. Gray. 

Within the Unit, we have to report the 

During 1953 the number of jobs filled by 
men and women registered with the National 
Association for Employment of Sailors, 
Sold:ers and Airmen (Regular Forces Em
ployment Association) was 26,778 men and 
:Ho women. Amongst them was the millionth 
placing since 1900. 

It cannot be repeated too often that the 
Association, working on behalf of ex
Rq~ulars of the Navy, Army and Air Force, 
pr ·vidcs a nation-wide service to them 
throu!!h it$ fifty odd Branches. It is perhaps 
a, well to stress also that opportunities are 
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resignation of Capt. T. Stoddart after five 
years' service with the A.C.F. He was a 
pre-19R9 Territ:Jrial with the 9th T.A. Bat
talion, and served with the County Regiment 
throughout the War. He is succeeded as O.C. 
" B " Company, at Chopwell, by Lt. A. 
Dent. We welcome to the Battalion 2 / Lt. 
G. D. Plumeridge, who has transferred from 
the lOth Cadet Battalion. He has been posted 
to " B " Company and we hope that he will 
enjoy serving with us. 

We congratulate Capt. Noel Hedley on his 
promotion to that rank on taking command 
of " A " Company. He is no relation to 
Capt. Alex Hedley who commands "C " 
Company at Felling and who has recently 
been joined there by Lt. J. Robinson after 
an absence of four years. 

By the time these notes appear in print, 
the Unit will be preparing for Annual Camp 
and the Annual Inspection will have taken 
place. Annual Camp this year will be an 
innovation in that the A.C.F. will go to the 
Regular Army instead of vice versa. The 
Camp site is situated at Bellerby, seven miles 
from Catterick Camp, and visits are being 
arranged to the various Regular Army Units 
stationed in that area. The A.C.F. Camp 
itself is being run by the 1st Battalion The 
Gloucestershire Regiment. 

not confined to vacancies occurring in the 
territory covered by each Branch, as there is 
a system of circularisation by the Head Office 
throughout the organisation. By this means, 
usually three times a week, unusual vacan
cies, especially those for which accommoda
tion is provided both at home and overseas, 
are broadcast and particulars of suitable 
applicants collected and submitted for the 
consideration of the prospective employer. 

It may interest you to know that amongst 
the 26,778 men placed in 19M3. A:'i were from 
your Regiment. 
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