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The Pipe Band at Brussels. 
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EDITORIAL 
We offer our congratulations to Lieutena nt

Colonel G. R. Elsmie on the award of the O.B.E. in 
the New Year Honours, and to Colonel G. W. Bruce 
on his appointment as a Deputy Lieutenant of the 
County of Aberdeen. 

We welcome and send our good wishes to the 1st 
Batta lion, The Victoria Regiment, our new a ffi liated 
Regiment of the Australian Army, of whom a note 
will be found elsewhere in this issue. 

We regret to announce the death of Major J. B. L. 
Monteith, Captain W. Menzies and Lieutenant
Colonel A. L. Ingram. Obituary notices appear on 
another page a nd we are grateful to those who con-

tributed them. Mr. George Ley Smi th, who wrote 
his obituary, was a colleague of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ingram with Aberdeen Journals and is himself a 
staunch supporter of the Regiment. 

We a lso regret to record the death, which occurred 
in January, of Mrs. D. I. Irvine, widow of the 
twenty-second Laird of Drum. Of her five sons, four 
saw service with the Regiment - Sandy for a few 
years before the wa r, a nd Charles. James and Robert 
during the war. The latter was ki lled in action 
serving wi th the 2nd Battalion in Malaya. 

Errata- Please note date of Regimental Dinner 
is 20th .June and not 14th June as stated. 

MAJOR JOSEPtH BASIL LAURENCE MONTEITH 
Basil Monteith. who died at his home, Cranley, 

near Carstairs, on 20th November, will Ion~ be 
remembered as one of the Regiment's distinguished 
sons. 

Born in 1878, the third son of Joseoh Monteith 
of Carsta irs, and educated at Stoneyburst, he went to 
the South African war as a volunteer. joining the 
then newly fo rmed South African Constabulary. 
While in South Africa , he was selected by Lieut.
General Sir Robert (a fterwards Lord) Baden-Powell 
to be his "galloper," and as such bad some remark
a ble experiences. On one occasion he was sent to 
Cape T own to collect two horses. There was some 
delay and in fact by the time "Remounts" bad 
produced the horses, the Boers had cut the rai lway 
and the only way back to Pretoria was to ride one 

Majoc Basil Monteith. 

horse and lead the other through the enemy Lines. 
However, young Monteith set out on his journey -
900 miles as the crow flies - with two horses and the 
Boers to circumvent a nd arrived at his destination 
sore but intact and with the horses in good shape. 
His friendship with "B.P." was very close and en
dured until " B.P.'s" death. This naturally meant 
that Basil Monteith would become an ardent Boy 
Scout, a nd, of course, he did, and few County Com
missioners could have been keener or more efficient 
and he was still Commissioner for Lanarksbire at 
the time of his death. 

In September, 1901, be was gran ted a regular 
commission in the Gordon Highlanders. 

One of his fi rst a nd happiest memories was when 
be was with the I st Battalion at the Curragb. Even 
now for a keen horseman to be stationed in a hunting 
district is a lways a happy event. In the days before 
the 191 4/ 18 war it was much more than that. 
Monteith took every advantage of his good fortune 
and gained a reputation as a skilful and fearless rider. 

From Ireland he was posted to the Depot at 
Castlehill Barracks, Aberde.;n. as Adjutant. There he 
renewed acquaintance with Willie Drummond, whom 
be had known as Corporal Drummond in South 
Africa. The story is told that the young corporal in 
his block-house in the veldt had said to Monteith, 
" If you are ever in a town, please buy me some 
books." The next time M onteith returned to Drum
mond's block-bouse. be was loaded down with 
volumes of G ibbon's " Decline and Fall," works by 
Shakespeare, Samuel Johnson, Thackeray. Goldsmith 
and Dickens. Needless to say, Corporal Drummond 
read the lo t from cover to cover. By now, however, 
Drummond was Depot R.S.M., later to become Col. 
William Drummond. C.B.E., M.C.. D.L.. and a 
comradeship and affection developed between these 
two fine men which lasted for the rest of their lives. 
It was at the Depot that Monteith developed his 
tremendous keenness and interest in shooting. He 
became an outsta nding shot and it was fitt ing that be 
!lOt a spectacular "right and left" on the day before 
be died. 

During the 1914/18 war be was chosen, first by 
by Lord Methuen and then by Lord Plumer, to serve 
on their staffs. He was promoted Major in 1916 
and, in 1920, was awarded the O.B.E. for his war 
services. 

Meanwhile, as his two elder brothers bad been 
killed in action, George, while servins witl! the lst 
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Battalion at the Battle of Loos, he had inherited the 
Cranley estates and at the beginning of 1922 be 
retired from the Army and entered wholeheartedly 
into the affa irs of his county. Fi rst be became a 
member of the local Parish Council, later he became 
a County Councillor, and from 1942 to 1945 was 
County Convener. He was made a Justice of the 
Peace in 1922. and a Deputy Lieutenan t in 1924. 

During the Second World War be was appoin ted 
Chairman of the La narksbire Agricu ltu ral Executive 
Committee. a du ty he performed with outsta ndine 
ability. and in 1944 he was honoured wi th the award 
of the C.B.E. 

His appoi ntment as Vice-Lieu tenant came in 1952 
and in this capacity be had the honour of escorti n~r 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth a nd the D uke of 
Ed inburgh during their vi sit to Lanarkshire the 
following year. 

Tt was perhaps as a County Councillor tha t Basi l 
Monteith's outstandi ng qualities showed up most. 
He was a modest. very reserved man . but he just 
could not tolerate inefficiency and so he became 
known as the bane of bungling bureaucrats. He never 
fai led in h is determination to see that everythi ng he 
had to do wit h. however small. was done properly 
for the good of the community and for this he wa 
well loved and wi ll long be remem bered. 

Major Monteith was a man of many interests. 
f here was the Regiment. I believe he bad attended 
some gatheri n~r or re-union at every one of our 
Regimental Associations. He made fr iends wit h ex
Gordpn H i<!h landers all over the country. H e was a 
very fine curler. and on the five occasions the Reei
ment has won the Hiebland Brigade bonsoiel he wa~ 
a member of our team. H e was extremelv interested 
in forestry a nd did quite a lot on a smi!ll scale at 
Cran ley. H e was a n enthusiastic poultry keeper and 
gardener. 

Tt is impossible to reme(llber Basil Montei th 
without feeli ne that his life was such a solendid 
example to others. H is complete lack of osten tation: 
it was a l mo~t imoossible to get h im to ta lk about 
himself. in fact. the word "J" was no t in h is voca
bulary. His outlook on life; I doubt if he ever said 
anYthing bad about anyone and he was _iust as much 
at home talkine with miners. factorv workers or farm 
hands as he was chatting wit h friends in h is club. He 
was a devout Christian and the a ffairs of the Roman 
Catholic C hurch played a big oart in his life. He 
was a K nieh t of Malta and held several hieh papal 
honours. including the Capa di Spada. 

He was married in 1913 while at the Deoot to the 
daughter of Sir C harles N icholson. Bart .. · and they 
bad four children. His elder son. Michael. served 
with the Lanarksbire Yeomanry during the war and 
won the Mili tary Cross. H e is a County Counci llor 
and stood for Parliament. so the trad ition of service 
eoes on. His other son, Jan. joined the Rel,!iment in 
1939. but unfortu nately was a victi m of pol io a nd. 
although he recovered well. he had to leave the Army 
and is now in business in South America. 

Tf ever a man led a full life it was Basil Mon teith . 
And with it all erea t kindness a nd an immense sense 
of humour. T hose of us who knew him will a lwavs 
remember him. J.H.S. 

CAPT. WILLIAM MENZIES 
\1any o ld Gordon Hiehlanders will have learnt 

with reeret of the death of "Old Wull y" Menzies at 
Elgin on 23rd December last at the age of 82. 

For seven years he was Quartermaster of the lst 
Battal ion and an outstanding character in the Regi
ment in his day. 

Born in 1878, he was posted to the I st Battalion 
in 19 19 when fi rst commissioned and there he served 
until h is retirement in 1933. 

Captain Menzies. 

T o me. be was a lways the epitome of the old long 
term regular soldier. He often confessed bow as a 
young m a n, be used to beat it up in the canteen 
unmercifu lly - but when he took his stripe, he gave 
it a ll up a nd took to soldiering seriously. 

I can see him now, in I ndia, wi th hi s dapper 
waxed moustache a nd G lengarry worn at the maxi
m um permissable a ngle sitting in the Q.M.'s o ffice. 
" How a re you to-day, Wully?" - one wou ld greet 
h im - "Sweat ing," he used to reply. 

He could quo te you the "Vocab" prices of every 
article o f clothing and equipment on his ledgers and 
there was N O wangling o r getting round h im. 

Everythi ng had to be fa ir, square and above board. 
H e was intensely proud of his fam ily and nothing 
~ave him greater pleasure than an enquiry as to how 
the " three loons" .were getting on - to them a ll we 
extend our sincere sympathy in their loss. H.W. 
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LT.-COL. ANDREW L. INGRAM 
Soldier and journa list, Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew 

L. · I ngram, O.B.E., former D eputy Commandant, 
o r tb-Eastern Area. Army Cadet Force, died at his 

ho me, 35 Forest Avenue, Aberdeen , on Wednesday, 
December 2 1, 1960, at the age of 66. 

Lieut.-Colonel Ingram was a man with a n in tense 
love of the Regiment. H e was in the fi rst contingent 
o f the I / 4th Ba ttal ion, The Gordon Highlanders, (TA), 
to go overseas in Februa r y, 1915, and while on se r
vice in Fra nce, was granted a commission in the 
Indian Army in which he rose to the rank o f Captai n . 

Back in civil life a fter the war, he jo ined th e 
editoria l staff of the Aberdeen Free Press, but in 192 1 
be retu rned to India as a sub-editor o n the Statesma n, 
Calcutta . where the exten sive knowledge o f Urdu he 
acqui red with the India n Arm y proved a great 
advantage. 

Between the war , a lthough back in c ivilian life. 
Lie ut.-Colonel Ingram never ceased to be a n ardent 
st udent of military tactics, and, on the outbreak of 
World War Il, be was appointed second -in-command 

o f the C ity of Aberdeen Battalion of the H ome 
Guard. 

W he n the Home Guard was disbanded. be was 
given command of the C ity of Aberdee n Batta lion of 
the Army Cadet Force. Subsequently, be was made 
Deputy Commandant of the North-Eastern Area. 

For his service with the Army Cadet Force, he 
was made an O.B.E. (Military Division) in 1959. 

Before and a fter the last war, he did much to keep 
a li ve the o ld comradeship of the t renches as secretary 
o f the J / 4th Gordons (191 5) Dinner C lub. 

Lieut.-Colo ne l Ingram was fo r many year s C hief 
Sub-Editor of The Press and Journal. and was in the 
last year s of his li fe a su b-editor on the Evening 
Express. Rathe r tragica l ly, be died a week before be 
was due to retire. 

He was burie.d amongst hi~ forebears in the 
centuries-old cemetery in his native Kennethmont. 

Lie ut.-Colonel Ingra m is survived by Mrs. 
Ingram a nd his son, Robin. a student at Dublin 
Un iversity. G.E.L.S. 

OFFICERS' LOCATION STATE 
REG LAR AND NATIONAL SERVICE : 

Initials, Name and 
Rank Decorations. 
Lt.-Col. G. R. Elsmie, 

O.B.E. 
Lt.-Col. F. G. E. Walford, 

M.B.E. 

Major R. F. Davies. 

Major G. Slater 

Major P. B. Hay 

T / Lt.-Col. J . H. S. Turn-
bull , M.C. 

T I Lt .-Col. B. C. A. Napier, 
M.B. E., M.C. 

T I Lt.-Col. C . . Ba~ker, 
M.B.E., M.C. 

Major J . D. S. Young 

Major R. W. Smith 
MaJor J. C. S. Mun ro 

Major M. A. C. Stephen 
Major A. J . C. Richardson 

Major R. A. Nickson, M.C. 

Major J . A. G. Tindall 
Major J . Neish 

Major M. H. Burge 
MaJOr A. T. C. Brown 
MaJor J . Carmichael 

Major D. H . W. Brown, 
M.C. 

Major l. McK. Robertson 
T I Major R. C. B. Chan

cellor, M.B.E. 
Capt. J . J . H. Simpson 
T I Major M. M. Makgiii

Crighton-Maitland 

Present L ocation. 

C.O. I Gordons. 

Ministry of Defence, G hana 
Army. 

Army Depot Police, Singa
pore. 

Army Information Office, 
Aberdeen. 

H .Q. Allied Forces, Nor
thern Europe. 

H .Q. onhero I reland 
Command. 

H .Q. Eastern Command , 
H.Q. Scottish Command. 

H.Q. Land Forces, Persian 
Gulf. 

2 i /c 1 Gordons. 
H .Q. British Forces, Arab

ian Peninsu:a. 
I Gordons. 
Arms I nspectorate, War 

Office. 
Tra ining Major I Adjutant, 

5/6 Gordons (T.A.). 
I Gordons. 
Training Major I Adjutant, 

1 London Scottish. 
Adjutant, I Gordons. 
Army Air Corps, Kenya. 
Federa.tion o f Malaya 

Military Forces. 

T raining Major I Adjutant , 
4 /7 Gordons (T.A.). 

Nigeria Regiment. 

H.Q. Eastern Comm and. 
War Office (M.T . 1). 

1 Gordons. 

Tnitials, Name and 
Rank D ecorations. 
Capt. J. T. D . Durbin 

Capt. R . D. L. Smart 
Capt. J. D. Martineau 
Capt. D . G. B. Saunders 
Capt. C. J. D. Gordon-

Steward 
Capt. R . W. C . Murison 
Capt. M . A. Avery 

Capt. D. C. K . Brown 
Capt. R . I. Raitt 
Capt. M. M. Cruickshank 
Capt. E. F. Gordon 
Capt. W. D. R. West 
Capt. B. G. Paton 
Capt. B. M. M. Simpson 
Lieut. R. J. Maclagan 

Lieut. P. W. Graham 
Lieut. D. J . S. MacColl 
Lieut. R. G. D. Bmce 
Lieut. R. C. I. Robinson 

Lieut. N. F. M . Oxley 
2/ Lieut. T. H. G. Duke 
21 Licut. C. H. Van Der 

Noot 
21Lieut. I. Fleming 
2/ Lieut. D. J. Ewart 
21 Lieut. D . M. H . M . Du 

Boulay 
Major (Q.M.) R. W. Gibb 

Capt. (Q.M.) F. Kernahan 

Capt. (Q.M.) R. B. Wilkin-
son 

Capt. (Q.M.) C. Michie 

Present Location. 
H.Q. Singapore Base 

District. 
I Gordons. 

H.Q. 2 Division. 
R.M.A. Sandburst. 

I Gordons. 
I Gordons. 
Adjutant, Training . Depot, 

Q ueen's Own Highlan
ders (Seaforth & Cam
eron)/ Gordon H ighlan
ders. 

Gordons. 
Gordons. 

I Gordons. 
School of lnfanry. 
I Gordons. 
Ghana Military Forces. 
150 Pro. Coy., R.M.P. 
All Arms Jun.ior Leaders 

U nit. 
I Gordons. 
I Gordons. 
1 Gordons. 
Training Depot, Queen's 

Own Highlanders (Sea
forth & Cameron) I 
Gordon Highlanders. 

Gordons. 
Gordons. 

Gordons. 
Gordons. 
Gordons. 

I Gordons. 
H .Q. East Africa Com

mand. 
Gordons. 

I London Scottish (T.A.). 
516 Gordons (T.A.). 
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SHORT SERVICE AND EXTENDED 
SERVICE OFFICERS : 

Initials, Name and 
Rank Decorations. 
Major D. A. C. Grant, 

T.D. 

Major K. E. Muirhead, 
T.D. 

Major C. D. A. Provo, 
M.B.E. 

Major G. Duncan 
T / Lt.-Col. N. K. Hartrey 

Present Location. 

DAD Claims, Scottish 
Command. 

DAD Claims, Malta. 

War Office. 
l Gordons. 
A.A. & Q.M.Q. Stats., 

H.Q. B.A.O.R. 

Initials, Name and 
Rank Decorations. 
Lieut. A. N. MeL. Scott 
Lieut. M. Borthwick 
Lieut. P. J. Fitch 
2 I Lieut. R. Sa ville 
2 / Lieut. R. S. Fawcus 
Major (Q.M.) A. Taylor 
Capt. (Q.M .) W. J. Murray 
Capt. (Q.M.) H. Foster, 

M.B.E. 
Lieut. (Q.M.) G. H. Dunn 

Present Location. 
Gordons. 
Gordons. 
Gordons. 
Gordons. 
Gordons. 

4/7 Gordons (T.A.). 
H.Q. Brigade of Gurkhas. 

Gordons. 
Gordons. 

GAZETTE 
REGULAR ARMY. 

Lt.-Col. P. W. Forbes, O.B.E. (62658), retires on 
retired pay, 29th October, 1960 (Reserve Liability). 

Lieut. W. D . R. West (434257), to be Captain , 
15th October, 1960. 

Captain D. H. W. Brown, M.C. (364119), to be 
Major, 2nd November, 1960. 

Captain C. M. Wolfe-Murray (403741 ), retires, 
receiving a gratui ty, 23rd November, 1960. (Reserve 
Liability). 

Lieutenant B. M. M. Simpson (443562), to be 
Captain, 16th December, 1960. 

Captain I. McK. J3.obertson (370957), to be Major, 
1st February, 1961. 

Lieutenant B. G. Paton (440127), to be Captain , 
4th February, 1961. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS. 
2/ Lieutenant Ronald Saville (461 166), from Regu

lar Army National Service List, to be 2/Lieutenant, 
16th October, 1960. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
Major H. Best (113408) (Emp. List 4), relinquishes 

his commission, 17th September, 1959, retaining the 
rank of Major. 

Major (Han. Lieut.-colonel) W. A. D. Innes 
(44937), having exceeded the age limit, ceases to 
belong to the Reserve of Officers, 16th November, 
1960. 

Major (Hon. Lieut.-Colonel) N. M. Brodie 
(49781), having exceeded the age limit, ceases to 
belong to the Reserve of Officers, 7th December, 
1960. 

Major J. K. M. Ross (222054), having exceeded 
the age limit. ceases to belong to the Reserve of 
Officers, 7th December, 1960. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
Captain (H a n. Major) R. T. Stewart-MacPherson, 

M .C., T.D., (90855), f rom T.A. Reserve of Officers, 
Camerons, to be Major 2nd August 1960. 

2 / Lieutenant H. G. S. Johnston (459768) to be 
Lieutenant, 23rd October, 1960. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
Captain E. D . R. Mackay (4 l5605), f rom Active 

List, to be Captain, 31st October, 1960, retaining his 
present seniority. 

Lieutenant (A / Captai n) M. A. Wallace (436573), 
f rom Active List, to be Lieutenant, 25th November, 
I 960, retaining his present seniority. 

Lieutenant W. Anderson (441308) from Active List, 
to be Lieutenant, 16th December, 1960, retaining his 
present seniority. 

Captain R. T. Wright (438797), from Active ·List, 
to be Captain , 19th December, 1960, retaining his 
present seniority. 

Lieutenant G. L. Beaton (79504), having exceeded 
the age limit, ceases to belong to the T .A. Reserve of 
Officers, 23rd November, 1960, and is granted the 
honorary rank of Lieutenant. 

Captain D. B. Morren (68074), having exceeded 
the age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Reserve of 
Officers, 18th Janu<1ry, 1961, retaining the rank of 
Captain. 

REGIMENTAL DESPATCHES 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE DON. 

Until about the end of October. 1960, the 
Regimental Headquarters and a handful of ancillary 
troops succeeded in maintaining a foothold in the 
fo rmer fortress of Gordon Barracks in the Bridge of 
Don area. 

Despite reinforcement by a second Retired Officer, 
however, the situation rapidly became more serious. 
A combined hostile force composed of Engineer, 
Barrack and Contractor elements mounted a heavy 
assault on the position shortly after first light on the 
morning of 1st November, 1960. 

Severe and continuous casualties amongst the 
attached troops resulted in the reduction of the 

defenders to a peace-time establishment strength, 
which by the 7th November comprised two Retired 
Officers, a C lerica.I Officer, a Typist, a Museum 
Orderly and a part-time cleaner. 

Under continuous pressure, the defenders finally 
formed a frayed a nd mixed square, but on the mor
ning of the lOth were obliged to make some further 
local withdrawals in order to shorten the perimeter. 
This by then embraced what had formerly been the 
Administrative Office and Television Room in the 
erstwhile Officers' Mess. 

Here, in spite of delays in the arrival of the 
promised sup porting troops to ta ke over an in ter-
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mediate and final position, the Headquarters held out 
for some weeks. During this time, however, the 
maintenance si tuation deteriorated raoidl y. All secret 
documents and other materia ls sufficientlY combust
ible for the brewing of tea were expended, and the 
power supply fa iled due to overloading by heating 
appliances improvised by the garrison. 

When on the evening of the 9th December. it 
became known that the supply line from the boiler 
bouse and consequently such sanitary arrangements 
as remai ned were in imminent danger, it was finally 
apparent that the position was no longer tenable. 

Accordingly, on the 12th December. manfully and 
womanfu lly fighting back to the last. the Head
quarters th inned out through the back door of the 
Mess, disengaged and withdrew in Corporation Trans
port to its utterly unprepared alternative position. 

This is on the high ground in the Ru bislaw area 
and sited on a forward slope dominating the line of 
the Johnston Burn. H ere the position has been some
what stabilised. A few hostile infiltrations have 
admittedly succeeded in cutting off any tapped light, 
power and water supplies to a ll but the office dug 
outs and Old Loot storage area, but consolidation of 
the remainder is nevertheless proceeding. 

Equipment and fu rnishing of the Assembly Area 
is almost complete and that of the Briefing and Con
ference accommodation is well advanced. 

D eta iled progress reports, together with require
ments for maintenance, will follow in succeeding 
despatches. 
Above H a rlaw F ield, 
14th February. 196 1. SUNRAY SINISTER. 

NEWS FROM FORT GEORGE 
Anyone wishing to discover what had become of 

Gordon Highlanders in their strange surroundings at 
Fort George would have done well to read the Press 
and Journal of 2nd November, 1960, where it was 
quite obvious that they are as happy here as at Bridge 
of Don. This newspaper, which always seems to 
have the good name of Gordon Highlanders at heart. 
sent a couple of reporters to the Fort who interviewed 
recruits and permanent staff alike, because they sa id 
Aberdeen were worried about their "cocky wee 
Gordons" in an unfamiliar area. 

They need have no concern, however, because we 
have certainly made our mark here a lready. Since 
the combined Depot opened on 1st October, 1960. 
two platoons of mixed Seaforth , Gordon and 
Cameron H ighlanders (all regular soldiers) have com
pleted their training. In both cases, the Best Recruits 
were Gordons. and, in fact, all prizes except one were 
won by Gordon Highlanders. The prize winners 
were: - Lucknow P latoon, 1 I th November, 1 96Q
Best Recruit, Best S.L.R. Shot and Best L.M.G. Shot, 
2368 1356, Pte. Pratt .. W. Alamein Platoon, lOth 
December, 1960, Best Recruit and Best S.L.R. Shot , 
23807578, Pte. Hepburn , G. 

On 23rd December we saw the last National 
Servicemen we shall get pass out. The Colonel of 
the Regiment came to take their parade, which was 
one of the best ever seen here. Prize winners of 
these all-Gordon Platoons were: - Mareth Platoon
Best Recruit, 238 15030, Pte. Mcin tosh, R. ; Best 
L.M.G. Shot. 238 15050, Pte. Thomson, W.; Best 
S.LR. Shot, 238 14815, Pte. Mackay, W. Mandora 
Platoon - Best Recruit, 238 15018, Pte. Davidson, P.; 
Best S.L.R. Shot, 238 15008, Pte. Muir. D. 

Of the permanent staff here about a third are 
Dordons. In the Officers' Mess we find Mr. Robinson 
who disappears at all hours of the night wi ld-fowling. 

He takes his spaniel puppy on these excursions. but 
when the weather is too bad even for him, he trains it 
in the ante-room by teaching it to retrieve Captain 
Avery's champagne corks. The inhabitants of the 
Sergean ts' Mess include Drum-Major Burlton and 
Sgt. Robertson, who are with the Highland Brigade 
Junior Soldiers' Wing. The latter turned the 
N.A.A.F. J. into a sort of Tivoli just before Christmas 
for the boys' end of term concert. Also there is 
C / Sgt. Symon. whose Germa n car, we hear, is getting 
fairly well known in Inverness-shire, as is Sgt. 
Dooley's new English one. Sgt. Haynes works in the 
P.R.T. office under a Gordon whom many of the older 
hands wi ll remember. in the shape of Lieut.-colonel 
G. N. Ross. He was last with I st Gordons in Senne
Jager in 1950. Wandering around barracks, one is 
bound to see Corpora l K ennedy, who runs the M.T. 
It 's amazing how many times he manages to produce 
an official reason for visiting Keith. Pte. McBain 
has run for the Depot in the Cross-country, and is 
now looking for a tug-o'-war rope. 

Captain D. C. K. Brown came to see us before he 
left for Germany, but to date we haven't managed to 
oersuade his namesake, D. H . W., to come. This is 
in spite of the fact that be was promised excellent 
shooting and first-class accommodation for his dog. 
Lieut.-colonel Patrick Forbes also visited us in his 
very smart new continental car, in which also sat 
Caotain Wilkinson. All visitors of any rank are more 
tha·n welcome at Fort George, and we can assure 
them that their trip will be well worth while once 
they have arrived, even though it is a little far north 
a nd difficult to get at. 

The Officer Commanding and Officers of the 
Training Depot, Fort George, invite all Officers of the 
Regiment to consider themselves Honorary Members 
of the Mess. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
A GOOD SERMON.- From Western Australia. 

Major Moir Byres sends this contribution :- Extract 
from "The Days Before Yesterday," by Lord Frederic 
Hamilton, printed in I 920:- "St. Andrew's Scottish 
Presbyterian Church stands in its own grounds in 
which there are two large ponds, or, as Anglo-Indians 
would put it. it stands in a compound with large 
tanks, the church is consequently infested with mos-

quitoes. The last time I was in Calcutta. the Gordon 
Highlanders had just relieved an English Regiment in 
the Fort, and on the first Sunday after their arriva l 
400 Gordons were marched to a parade service at St. 
Andrew's. The most optimistic mosquitoe had never 
in his wildest dreams imagined such a succulent 
banquet as that afforded by 400 bare-kneed, kilted 
Highlanders, and the mosquitoes made the fullest use 
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of their uniq ue opportunity. Soon tbe Church re
sounded with te vigorous slappi ng of hands on bare 
knees a nd thighs, as the men endeavoured to ki ll a 
few of their little tormentors. The minister, hea ring 
the loud clapping. but entirely misapprehending its 
purport, paused in his sermon, and said, ' M y 
brcthern . it is varra gratifying to a min ister of the 
Word to lea rn tha t his remarks meet with the appro
bation of his hearers but I'd have you remember that 
a ll a pplause is strictly oot of place in the H oose of 
God' ." 

RECRUITING.- The first recruit for the Regi
ment in 1961 was sworn in on 4th January. Our 
picture, reproduced by courtesy of Aberdeen Journa ls. 
shows (left to right): - Major G. Slater. Lord 
Provost G . Stephen, John Riach, Colour-Sergeant D. 
Thow, Mrs. Riach, mother of the recruit. 

REG IMENTAL MUSEUM.- Owing to tbe move 
there is not much to report. Something of a mystery 
is attached to a copy of the Standing Orders of the 
75th Re.giment, 1878, sent by Major T . N. J ohnston. 
This copy was found nea r the Siam Rai lway by Pte. 
Wray of the 2nd Ba ttal ion and it would be interesting 
to know how it got there. 

THE OLDEST GORDON.- William Coutts, aged 
93. a t present a patient in Maud H ospita l, claims to 
be the o ldest living Gordon H ighlander. He lef t 

school at the age of ten to start work as a garden 
hand at one penny a week. H e joined the Regiment 
in 1887 a nd was discharged in 1909. He also saw 
three years' service in the first World War. We will 
be glad to hear from a nyone who d isputes Mr. 
Coutts' claim. 

MALAYA AND THE ·END OF THE EMERGENCY 
Capta in Murison has con tributed the article which 

fo llows: -
The Malayan Emergency ended after twe lve years 

on the 1st August, 1960, with a Victo ry Parade of 
Commonwealth forces in Kua la Lumpur. T here was 
a tattoo in Kuala Lu mpur, a nd fireworks and cele
brations up a nd down the country. There are now 
virtua lly no Communist terrorists on Malayan soil. 
Those left are livinl! in comparati ve safety over the 
Thai border. 

Johore was cleared of terrorists with the success
ful conclusio[l of O peration Ti~er in December. 1958. 
Jn Ja nuary. 1959. Negri Sembllan was cleared when 
the last two terrorists in the state were killed. In 
F ebruary the last terrorist in Selangor surrendered. 
after a Police patrol had killed three. South and 
Central Ma lay are now f ree. except for a pocket of 
30 terro ri st rem nants in a n area of Pa hang. Attention 
was turned to the North . Forces were deployed in 
Centra l K eda h, a nd the terro rists withdrew across 
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Captain R. W. C. Murison and his bride-Kuala 
Lumpur, October, 1960. 

the Thai border after only limited operatio ns. 
Operation G inger in the lpoh area was ended with 
the elimination of Siu Mah. He was the senior 
ter rorist remaining in M a laya. There were 800 
terrorists at the beginning of 1959 and by the end of 
the year there were 600 or so, most of whom were 
over the border. One hundred and thirty-seven 
terrorists had been eliminated in Perak that year. 
Operation Ginger was the last major success o f the 
Security Forces. 

At the end of 1959, 28 Commonwealth Brigade 
began operating in the deep jungle of North Perak , 
and this operation has continued throughout 1960. 
2 Federal Infantry Brigade during this time have been 
patrolling on the K edah-Thai border. Both Brigades 
are in difficult country and h ave been dependent 
upon air transport. ]n 1959, three and a half million 
pounds of supplies were dro pped by prachute (at a 
cost of £1 for Jib.), and 263 sick and injured soldiers 
were evacuated by helicopter (at a cost of £80 an 
hour). This amount of support has continued 
throughout 1960. Many hundreds of troops have 
been taken to and from patrol bases by helicopter. 
These operations having pressed the remaining ter
rorists over the border, the Emergency was declared 
at an end. 

It is interesting that the Pahang pocket still sur
vives in the Kuala Lipis, R aub, Bentong district. The 
original 30 or so terrorists had been left alone for a 

couple of years, and had inter-married with the 
a borigines. J Federal Infantry Brigade mounted an 
operation against them in February, f959, and by the 
end of the year there were about 16 left. The only 
air strike in 1959, and the last o ne of the Emergency, 
was directed against them. It was carried out by 
Australian Canberra and Sabre jets, and resulted in 
two empty camps being destroyed. (The aircrew were 
briefed and deb riefed by the writer). 1960 has seen 
this Pahang group fu r ther reduced to a harrassed six. 
They appear to have no inten tion of surrendering. 

SKIRM ISHING ON THE BORDER 
The hard core of Communist terro rists who are 

living in South Tha iland, probably numbering 500, 
are all that are left of the 12,000 armed terrorists, 
who existed when I Gordons came to Malaya in 
1951. Chin Peng, the Secretary General of the 
Malayan Communist Party, is still with them. They 
have tended to dominate certain areas of Thailand, 
but they are careful not to alienate the Thai Govern
ment. The T ha i will not agree to using troops against 
them. The joint Malay and T hai police operations 
brought little success in 1960. T he threat the terror
ists now offer is negligible, as they will not risk 
co-ordinating and moving la rge forces in the face of 
the Security Forces superior Aexibility. which is owed 
to the R.A.F. hel icopters and air supply force. 

The Australians and New Zealanders are still in 
the jungle in North Perak, where Grik is their opera
tional base. The 2 / 6 G urkha Rifles have been with
drawn and there are now no lo nger a ny Gurkhas in 
the jungle. The last British Battalion to be with
dra wn was the 1/ 3 East Anglian R egiment. 

The curfew a nd food restrictions still exist near 
the border, and the v_illages are wired in; but every
thing bas been peaceful for months. It is not 

expected that there will be a tidy end to border oper
a tions, and it is most unlikely that Chin Pen~ will 
surrender. Being Chinese, he will have unlimited 
patience and faith in the Communist ability to rise 
again. 

JUNGLE PATROLLING 
Patrols in the jungle in 1960 have operated from 

company bases in deep jungle. The company bases 
have been semi-permanent, with good helicopter 
L.Z.s, and with suitable D.Z.s. Supplies are often 
dumped and arrive by air, or river and are carried 
by a borigine porters. Reliefs reach patrol bases on 
regular change-overs by river and by helicoptor. The 
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cycle for the soldiers is twenty or so days in the 
jungle and eight days out. Jungle fringe operations 
and the days of ambushing on information are vir
tually over. 

There have only been one or two contacts on the 
Malaya n side of the border this year. Company com
manders in the Austra lian Regiment maintain their 
soldiers' in terest by running competitions to find 
various fa una of the jungle. The New Zeala nders 
took over the role of. deep jungle penetrat ion from the 
S.A.S. in I 958, and have maintained a deep interest 
in the aborigines ever since. The I Battalion New 
Zeala nd Regiment which ended a two-yea r tour in 
November. I 959. bad six contacts with the terrorists. 
All of these were successful and resu lted in 14 kills. 
The 2nd Battalion bas so far had no luck in the last 
year. 

An interesting method of patrolling used by a 
New Zealand officer of the I Battalion was explamed 
to me. He patrolled with three or four men for 

anything from a fortnigh t to six weeks. Each day 
they patrolled singly, meeting at frequent R.V.s, such 
as at the end of a spur or a stream junction. He 
insisted that in this way he got better results. A 
h i~h proportion of his soldiers ''ere Maoris. 

PRESENT-DAY MALAYA 
The Emergency is a thing of the past fo r 

Malayans and is seldom mentioned. They are pre
occupied with creating their new nation. with which 
they are having consi"derable success. 

T he new villages still exist all over Malaya. The 
wi re has in many cases been taken down. but the 
Chinese sq uatters ha-.:e not moved out. Tn fact, the 
intention of turning squatters into new communities 
has been a great success. 

At presen t rural development schemes are in p ro
gress to improve the conditions of the communities of 
the East coast, which is now the backward area. The 
Government is putting much money towards this 
development. and the Federation Army is taking a 
part in it. particularly the Engineers. 

Another feature the Emergency bas left behind is 
the Police jungle fort. These are ten in number and 
stretch from Tskander (Fort "Thatch" of 10 Pl. " D" 
Company. I G ordons. 1954), in the South up to the 
Thai border. I t was the establishment of these forts, 
which succeeded in turning the aborigine "radar 
screen" against the terrorists. The maintenance of 
the Northern forts amongst the aborigines will ensure 
tha t the terrorists do not infiltrate secretly down the 
jungle-covered. mountainous spine of Malay. These 
fort s are now reallv administrati ve post . from which 
the Department of Aborigines works amongst the 
tribes. Health, education a nd agricultura l methods 
have been improved for many of the 40.000 or so 
abo rigines in Malaya. The aborigine villages around 
Fort Jskander now look like any M alay kampongs. 

To-day Malaya is prosperous and the Government 
is as stable as can be expected for a new na tion. The 
different races ars; iiving peacefully together. 
Malaya nisation is being carried out steadily, arid not 
before the proper time. Bri tish influence sti ll coun t ~ 
a great dea l amongst Malayans. 

The Malayan Communist Party has been driven 
out of Malaya, but it should be realised that the 
Communists are prepared to wait. They have the 
example of patience displayed by Mao Tse-Tung to 
encourage them; he waited thirty years in the Chinese 
hills, until the time was ripe for him to take over 
China. 

1st BATTALION NOTES 
EDITORIAL 

Tn marked contrast to nearly all the rest of the 
British Army the G ordon Highlanders' strength con
tinues to rise, and bas now reached a tota l far above 
the average Peace-time level. The Battalion is a t pre
sent greatly in excess of establishment and by next 
month is expected to amount to over 800. 

T his increased strength is due to a number of 
factors, among which are the excellent recruiting of 
the past year, the final surge of National Servicemen 
before conscription ended in November and the influx 
of men from the 1st Bn . Sea forth H ighlanders as a 
preliminary measure to the forthcoming a ma lgama
tion of the Seaforth and Cameron High landers. 

Such an expansion of the Baltalion brings with it 
many problems. The Army's admin istrative organisa-

ti on is no t always as flexible and adaptable as might 
be desired when sudden increases of personnel above 
estab!ishment occur. Though the number of men 
increase, the winter clothing issue fo r example, 
remains the same, the barrack accommodation is un
a ltercd a nd the cookhouses still have to funct ion 
without a concurrent expans ion of facili ties. The fact 
that these extra numbers have been successfull y 
assi mi lated is a credit to all departments a nd even 
though m uch "doubling up" of barrack rooms is now 
necessary and will be even more so in the future. 
we can nevertheless be thankful that in Trenchard 
Barracks we have one of the most spacious a nd well
equipped of any barracks in the world. Such bar
racks as these are not to be found anywhere in the 
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United Kingdom and until the new defence building 
programme gets fully underway, are not likely to be 
found elsewhere outside Germany in places where 
Bri tish garrisons are stationed. 

The accommodation problem however is a very 
real one a nd has ma ny ma nifestations amon_g which 
the difficulty of providing enough space in the 
N.A.A.F.T. Canteen and Beer Bar is paramount. 
Over the Christmas and New Year period a workable 
so lution was found by which each company provided 
its own Bar and the system was a great success. How
ever it was of necessity only a temporary measure 
and the main problem of overcrowding in the Bat
talion Canteens and Beer Bar remains. When it is 
reali sed that spiri ts are now a vailable to all ranks in 
these Bars, an order which applies to the whole of 
B.A.O.R., it can be seen that the disadvantages of 
overcrowding has not only social, but many other 
implica tions. 

DEPARTURE OF THE 14/ 20th KING'S HUSSARS. 
In November we said goodbye to "C" Sqn. the 

14/ 20th King's Hussars with whom we have had such 
a close associat ion over the past two a nd a ha lf years. 
The Squadron are rejoining their Regiment in H ohne, 
where the whole unit is becoming once again 
equipped with tanks, fo r which mercy they are un
derstanda bly most thankful. Despite the difficult a nd 
unin vit ing nature of their task as an A.P.C. Squadron 
we in the G ordons received nothing but the closest 
and most helpful co-opera tion from them a nd a most 
a micable and genuine relationship existed between 
us. Their Officers shared our Mess, their Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants were frequent guests in our 
Sergea nt's Mess. while the men shared the N .A.A.F.I. 
Canteens a nd Eker Bar without any tension or 
trouble. 

Jn wishing them luck in their now role we would 
like to add tha t a ll "C" Squadron personnel will 
always be welcome visitors to the Gordons wherever 
we may be a nd we hope that our association will con
tinue in the future as it has during the past. 

In the place of "C" Squadron we welcome "B" 
Squadron. the 4th Royal Tank Regiment, a special 
article a bout whom appears elsewhere in this edition. 

THE ADMTNISTRATTVE INSPECTION. 
The Annual Administrative l nspection took place 

this year on November the 15th, when the inspect
ing officer was the Brigade Commander, Brigadier 
J. R. Holden. C.B.E., D.S.O. For the first time since 
coming out to Germany, the Colours were on pa rade 
and thus the inspection served as a useful precursor 
to the Colour Ceremony due to take place on April 
12th. 

After inspecting the parade Brigadier J . R. 
Holden saw companies and departments in training 
and at their duties a nd then visited both the Officers' 
and Warrant Officers· a nd Sergeants' Mess. As a result 
of his inspection the Batta lion received a very credit
able repoTt. 

EXERCISE "PHEASANT TAIL." 
Thjs exercise was the culmination of the years 

training and lasted from the 7th to the 15th October. 
It was held to the South of H amelin on the River 
Weser in wha t must surely have been some of the 
worst weather of the year. Incessant rain turned the 
whole manoeuvre area in to a veritable Sargasso sea, 
while the Weser, overflowing its banks, made the 

river crossings which the Battalion had to do as part 
of the " Aggressor Force" fight ing against 12 Infantry 
Brigade, extremely hazardous a nd difficult. Nearly 
all the Officers and men of the Battalion were in
volved in this exercise in some capacity or other, 
either as umpires, liaison officers or exercise "com
batants" a nd the results of the whole manoeuvre 
from the Aggressor point of view were most satis
factory. 

PETROL RESTRICTI0:\1. 
Partl y as a result of this year's appalling weather 

which caused a n enormous increase in the consump
tion of petrol by armour moving across country but 
a lso allegedly due to an administrative faux pas, the 
petrol allocation for the whole of the army in 
B.A.O.R. bas been drastically cut. 

Fortunately we in the Battalion have a s ubstan
tia l P.R.I. ' ' lift," the fleet now numbering three buses, 
a nd these vehicles have been working unceasingly. But 
nevetheless a n A.P.C. Battalion with no petrol is 
rather a la mentable sight. 1t is all very well to say 
that one can just carry on as usual as a " proper·· 
Infantry Batta lion but in the new organisation of an 
A.P.C. Batta lion much of the equipment is not man
portable, e.g .. the C42 Radio Set. However, training 
continues. and it will not be long before the company 
/ group training in the field begins in earnest, this 
time with a new a rmoured Regiment - t~e 13/ !Sth 
Royal Hussars (Q ueen Mary's Own). 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTU RES. 
There have not recently been many changes in the 

Batta lion's roll of officers. On the closing down of 
the depot, Capta in D . C. K Brown joined the Bat
ta lion in December only to depart almost immediately 
on a Company Commander's course at Hythe anc\ 
Warminster. l n Ja nuary, Lieutenant P. W. G raham 
rejoined the Battalion a nd has been posted to "C" 
(Sp.) Company. 

In November we were all very sorry to have to 
say goodbye to Captain and Mrs Wolfe Murray. 
Mike Wolfe Murray has left the Army for Lloyds 
and, from all reports. be has got off to a good start 
in civilian life by completely self decorating his new 
home in Kingston, Surray! 

Having been commissioned from Sandhurst in 
1949. Mike Wolfe Murray joined the 1st Battalion 
in Germany. and while serving there played rugby 
for the fllritish Army in a number of matches. He 
then served in Ma laya and Cyp[US and on the return 
of the Battalion to Dover in 1957, became Adjutant 
of the 5/6th G ordons. In late 1959 he came out to 
join the 1st Battalion in Celie and from then, until 
leaving tbe a rmy, he commanded " D" Company. 

Both he and Mrs Wolfe Murray will be very 
greatly missed in the 1st Batta lion, by the Officers 
and the men. Incidentally, in Mrs Wolfe Murray's 
case, she will a lso be missed greatly by her four 
foo ted friends in the stables. for the care and groom
ing of whom she so generol)sly gave up much of her 
time. 

We wish them both the best of luck in civilian 
life. 

MOVE OF THE BATTALION TO KENYA. 
The Battalion has now been officially informed 

that it will leave Germany in October of this year, 
a nd, after staging in the Uni ted Kingdom, will pro
ceed to Kenya in December, 1961. 
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A WARD OF THE O.B.E. TO THE 
COMMANDING OFFI·CER IN THE NEW YEAR'S 

HONOURS LIST. 
In the New Year·s H onours list the Command ing 

Officer. Lieut.-Colonel G. R. Elsmie was awarded 
the O.B.E. To film go the congratulations of the 
Battalion for his well merited award. 

THE ADMINISTRATlVE INSPECTION. 

Marching on to Parade. R.S.M. Tayles in control. 

Sgt. Ashley, U . D. J. S. MacColl, Sgt. Mitchell. 

The Iospectine Officer, Brigadier J . R. Holden, 
C.B.E., D.S.O., Commander 7th Armd. Bde., 

followed by Capt. C. M. Wolfe Murray. 

FACTS AND FIGURES AS AT 30th NOVEMBER, 
1960. 

I. Unit Strength (i) O:ticers Reg. 
Inf. N.S. 

s.s.c. 
(ii) Other Ranks. Regs. 

N.S.M. 
2. Number of Scots in Batta lion ......... . . . 

Number of other than Scots ... ........... . 
3. Number from Regimental Area ........... . 
4. "Sons" of the Regiment .. ... . .. .. . ....... . 
' Number of Families in Celie:-

In W.O. Accn- 11 Officers, 88 O.Rs. 
In Private Accn.- N il Officers, 6 O.Rs. 
In Hirings{Hotels-Nil Officers, 18 O.Rs. 

16 
5 
6 

387 
267 
574 

80 
236 

76 

6. N um ber o f Children with the Batta lion . . . 234 
Number of C hildren born in Celie 25 

7. Number of those at p resent se rving who 
fought with Gordo n Battalion d uring wa r 

8. Number of those at present serving who 
4 

Fought in Malaya .. ... .. . ........ . ...... . 51 
Fought in Cyprus . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 59 

9. Longest serving soldier with Battalion- W.O.ll 
Barclay (29th May, 1934). 

10. Number of pre-war soldiers still serving ... 
II. Sergeants' Mess 

Oldest member-W.O.I l Barclay (44). 
Yo ungest member - Sgt. Mitchell (23). 

5 

Average age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 5l· 
12. Pay 

Highest paid Private . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . £9 5 
L / Cpl. ............ ...... £9 II 

Cpl. ............ .. . .. . £ 10 13 
(Does not include allowances, etc.) 

I 3. Three most frequent Surnames 
Robertson 
C lark 
Wilson 

MARRIAGES. 

6 
6 
6 

13 
10 
10 

235 10641, L / Cpl. Sutherland J., to Annette 
S impson, on 26th September, 1960. 

23491886, Pte. Downie G., to E lsie Parker , on 
22nd October, 1960. 

23742860. Pte. Duncan A., to Evelyn Margaret 
Grant, o n 5th November, 1960. 

23035806, Pte. Sheppard G., to Patricia Hazell, o n 
24th November, 1960. 
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BIRTHS. 
To 19045239, Sgt. Cossar T.. a son. James 

Andrew, born 8th October, J 960, at Hannover. 
To 23753345, Pte. Wallace, J ., a son, Leslie Jan, 

born on 5th November, 1960, at Perth. 
To 2879066. W.O. ll Brown T., a son. Ala n 

Richard, born 30th October, 1960, at Hannover. 
To 22412891, L/ Cpl. Smith K. , a daughter. Fiona 

Toni Zinnia Linda, born 31st October, 1960, at Here
fo rd. 

"B" SQUADRON 4th ROYAL TANK REGIMENT. 
]t is very kind of your Editor to ask us to make 

a small contribution to this edition of your magazine 
- but it is indeed only typical of the way in which 
we have been received by All Ranks of the 1st Bat
talion. 

It would be wrong to deny that we of " B" 
Squadron were deeply disappointed when we were 
told we were to become an A.P.C. Squadron and so 
be separated from the rest of the Regiment. No Tank 
man likes losing his tank - no member of a ny regi
ment likes being separated from his comrades. But 
the blow was immediately softened when we knew 
with whom we would be serving. We a ll count it a n 
great honour to suooort the Gordons. and we hope 
o ur. association will be a long and haoov one. Cer
tainly it is an apt one. for we ourselves· ·now recruit 
from Scotland. 

What are our main impressions after two months 
with you in T renchard Barracks? First and foremost 
the warm hospitality and true kindness that has been 
extended to every o ne of us. in every w~y. o n and off 
dutv- in the Messes a nd Canteens. on the oaradc 
ground , when Mr. Ford and his Band braved i snow 
storm to play for us in our first bi'! Parade~at our 
C hristmas Party when you provided us with all the 
decorations, and lent your buses to bring in o ur wives 
and children. and at the Christmas Dinner. which was 
truly magnificent. lt even extended to a llowing us to 
put our pigs into your farm. For a ll thi s, we are truly 
grateful. 

Secondly, we find it's no bad thing to serve with a 
Highland Regiment at the end of a year- a Christ· 
mas holiday, free of all duties. guards and fatigues, 
and then another Christmas Dinner on New Year's 
Day. But a few of us. still recovering from the perils 
of " First Footing," are not so sure! 

Thirdlv. we are touched by the blind faith with 
which you trust yourselves to o ur u rivi 11 g, cVcii 
though you know we are ourse lves only just becomirtg 
familiar with the A.P.C. 

Finally, lest we become over important with so· 
much attention, your Band took us on at Hockey. and 
beat us. 

These then are our first impressions- for us. very 
happy ones. But we are not surprised it is so. When 
we were getting ready to move down here we were 
repeatedly told by members of "C" Squadron, 14th / 
20th King's Hussars. " You' ll like the J ocks." Well, we 
do~and we very much hope the Jocks will like us. 

CELLE BRITISH MILITARY CEMETERY. 
On Armistice Sunday, after a Battalion Service in 

the Theatre. the Commanding Officer placed a wreath 
o n behalf of the Battal ion in the Celie Military War 
Cemetery, which ltes JUSt o utside the barracks. 

In t~i s Cem~tery l_ie five Gordon Highlanders who 
lost. their lives m or JUSt after the last war. These are 
Major B. D. M. R ae, M.C., who died on lOth May, 
1946, aged 24; 14383242, Sergeant Leitch A., died 3rd 
May, 1946, aged 34; 14214356, L /Cpl. Scott, C., died 

Gordons visit the Celie British Military War 
Cemetery. 

15th April, 1945, aged 21; 11416472, P te. ToiJand, P., 
died 23rd November. 1945, aged 23; 14416009, Pte. 
Thomson , W. , died 14th April, 1945, aged 20. 

A wreath was also laid in the Beckljngen Military 
Cemetary, on the road between Celie a nd Soltau 
wherein lie the following Gordon Highlanders:- ' 

Lieut. W. J . Howitt, aged 35, died on 15th Aoril 
1945; 2885759, Sgt. yv. R. Holmes, aged 30, died· o~ 
15th Apnl, 1945; 11055195, Pte. H. F. Curtis, aged 
24 •. died on 15th April , 1945; 14677764, Pte. S. A. 
Philby, aged 19, died on 15th April. 1945; 2884556. 
Pte. P. S. Dona ld , aged 26, died on 15th Aoril 1945· 
14801446, Pte. R. Maw, aged 20, died on f5th' April: 
1945; 1541772, Pte. H. A. G . Wigfield , aged 27, died 
15th Apnl, 1945; 14499376, P te. K. Endley, aged 19, 
died on 15th April, 1945; 14764860, P te. B. 0. Jack
son, aged 19, died on 3rd May, 1945; 3060272, Pte. 
J. R. K.umney. aged 27, died on 3rd May, 1945; 
14775594, Pte. J . McAmch, aged 19, died on 3rd May, 
1945; 1541773, Pte. H. A. C. Wmgfield, aged 27, died 
on 8th May, 1 945~ 2880497, Pte. T. Mennie, aged 23, 
died on 27th May, 1945; 14466731, Pte. A. Slessor, 
aged 20, died on 13th J une, 1945: 14749439, Pte. R. 
Thornton, aged 26, died on 21st J une, 1945; 14440109, 
Pte. S. Mann, aged 19, died on 3rd May, 1945. 

HITCH-HIKING THROUGH GERMANY. 
By Pte. Don, Signals Platoon. 

Since coming to Germany with the Battalion just 
over two years ago, I have enjoyed being here 
Immense ly. Although Celie is an attractive town 
perhaps because I'm stationed here, I take every 
opportumty to get away from it, and now I can say 
that I have been to most places of interest in Ger
many. 

As it would cost me a small fortune in railway 
fares to go where I have been, I decided to take to 
" hitch-hiking" and I've found that German nationals 
will a lways help you, especially if you are a soldier. 
The. least helpful people I've found are British 
tounsts. 

J~Ist before Whitsun this year, I became a bit more 
ai~lb i tiOus and d~cided t? take Whitsun grant, coupled 
With seven days leave 111 Bavana. Setting out on the 
first day, I reach~d Hamelin without any difficulty 
and .I stayed the mght at Gordon Barracks with some 
fnends who are in the R oyal Engineers 

The_ following day, I went on to ·Bad Pyrmont 
wh tch ts only about 20 kilometres from Hamelin and 
is a ver:r beautiful place. The German word "Bad" is 
the equtvalent to our "Spa," and consequently such 
places are rather expensive, especially for a private 
soldier. H owever, a friend of mine owns a hotel 
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there, and be a llows me to stay there whenever I 
11ant, free of charge. Accommodation always being 
my first worry, I decided to stay there a few days and 
make plans as to where I would be going next. 

While I was there I became acquainted with a gir l 
from Gottingen who was there with her parents for 
the Whitsun holiday. I met her paren ts and when they 
heard what I was planning to do, agreed to ta ke rne 
to Gottingen, which is near Kassel, and they invited 
me to spend the night at their bouse. which I did. 

After having breakfast, I took my leave of them. 
and set out in the rough direction of Augsburg. H av
ing no maps with me at the ti me, I had to rely on 
my hmtted knowledge of G erman. and it proved 
adequa te. After abo ut five hours of travel, l arrived 
at the charming little university town of Erla ngen 
where I decided to break my journey. 

During my stay there, I met some American 
soldiers with whom I enjoyed the evening's fes tivi ties, 
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a~d they put me up at their quarters. The next mor
mng I looked around the town, and after posting a 
few postcards, I made my way towards Augsburg. 

I bad several in teresting " lifts." First, I was going 
a!ong the autobahn at about 160 k.m. an hour in a 
btg Mercedes Benz, then in a little Volkswagen which 
seemed to crawl along compared to the Mercedes, 
and I fi na ll y ended up on the back of a motor bike. 
D unng my JOurney, the family in the Volkswagen bad 
insisted on stopping at a hotel to buy me a mea l and 
they also bought me cigarettes which I didn't wish to 
take, as 1 had plenty of my own, but in the end I 
took them because they seemed quite hurt when I 
refused. 

After spending the night in Augsburg, l set out for 
Oberammergau which was m y primary objective on 
the whole of the journey. I got there in about three 
hours during which I ate at an hotel again due to a 
generous German. this time one who used to be a 
British prisoner of war. 

Arriving in Oberammergau, I found the place to 
be crowded with tourists who had come to see the 
Passion Plays. I first found out where the American 
Barracks were and I then asked if they could put 
me up for a couple of days. The barracks proved to 
be an America n Officers' School for instruction on 
weapons a nd seemed to be so security minded that 1 
had doubts whether they would put me up or not. 
However, they agreed without a ny hesitation, and 
they arranged a specia l meal for me. and even ar
ranged for me to have transport in and out of town. 

Tha nks to the services of their Liaison Officers 
who got me a f ree ticket for the plays. I managed to 
see them, a nd I a lso entered Austria for half a day. 
I had a marvellous time there. but unfortunately all 
good things must come to an end, a nd I started to 
make my way back to Celie. The Americans provided 
me with haversack rations. and I " hit the trail," as 
they would say. 

I broke my journey at Erlangen again a nd slept at 
the Police Sta tion a nd the fo llowing morning I left 
for H amelin which was about 300 k.m. away, which 
I did in about seven hours. I spent the night with 29 
F ield Squadron, R.E., a nd then returned to Celie. 

ROUND-ABOUTS. 
By The Padre. 

We think at once of the Round-about which is an 
"Old F aithful" of every fair ground. O nly for chil
dren nowadays, are the statuesq ue plumed white 
horses and the strident organ m usic. For adults, 
jet planes and moon rockets whirl round to the la test 
.and loudest "rock an' roll." It's always part of the 
f ';l n ~f the fa ir, a nd qui t_e go<?d fu n, too, if your 
d tgestion can stand up to 1!. I t tsn't, however, a very 
productive activity, you don't get anywhere on 
the fa irground round-about; in fact , you get off at 
the same place as you got on, having gone round in 
circles. 

There is a nother kind of ro und-about that we have 
become fami liar with on the roads of Germany. At 
busy intersections drivers are confronted by the post 
with the blue arrows in the cent re o( the crossing 
round which all traffic must flow. Vehicles coming 
irom different di rections a re thus prevented from 
meeting head-on if they want to turn from one road 
into another. 

ow this is a very useful kind of round-about; in 
fact, it is a most necessary feature of traffic control 
in these parts. Without it there would be a lot of 
confus ion, and, I'm su re, many accidents. You don't 
have to pay to get on to it, as you do at the fair
ground ; a ll you need to remember is that vehicles 
a lready on their way rou nd have the right-of-way. If 
you accept it, you can go on your way serenely. 

Now the Bible tells us of still another kind of 
round-about . . . Sunday . . 1 call it a round-about 
because it is the day when we go slow, look where we 
are going, a nd perhaps change our d irection. Many 
people would like Sunday to be li ke the o ther days 
of the week (except probably for the duties), but we 
can be glad that there is a day, once every week, 
when the bustle of life slows down. and we have time 
to think about our lives and where they are taking us. 

T he arrows of the round-about which is Sunday 
poin t in the d irection of the Church, for that is the 
best place to see where we have reached in our life. 
Also, in Church, we see ourselves as part of the com
m unity in which we live. and so we are reminded of 
our responsibilities a nd obligations to the community 
a nd to each other. Those who might o therwise come 
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up against each other, head-on, begin to go in the 
same direction; and some who have been going in the 
wrong direction are helped to see which road they 
must take if they are to go on their way safely. 

We can, of course, ignore this round-about and go 
a head, regardless, but we may find we have missed 
the road we wanted to be on, or we may come to 
grief among the other traffic. It WQ.uld be better to 
.accept this round-about; our journeying will be safer 
and more serene. 

W. V .S. CLUB. 
Than ks to the generosity of the P .R.l., and the 

hard work and co-operation of Sgt. McGil livray and 
the lads of the Pioneer Shop, our Club now looks 
very comfortable and attractive. 

The P.R.I. has provided us with new standa rd 
lamps, and a large ··oJde English" type of electric 
fire. for which Pte. Kennedy of " A" Company built a 
fine red brick fireplace. The lads can now really sit 
by the fi re with their feet on the hearth! Sets of 
shelves for plants and books, made a nd painted by 
the Pioneer staff, completes the homely picture. 

T wo tr ips in the P.R .!. bus have been made re
cen tly. One to visit the Bremen Frei Market, a fair 
which as been held there an nually for more than 900 
years. The other to Hamburg ea rly in December when 

the city was beautifully decorated a nd illuminated for 
Christmas. 

A Hobbies Section, offerin g fretwork, marquetry, 
band weaving and soft toy maki ng, has just been 
started. 

The Club Christmas festivit ies included a Social 
with Buffet Supper on Christmas Eve. On Christmas 
Night a n egg and chip supper followed by fruit, nuts 
and sweets was .provided, and a free Tombola game 
was held on Boxmg Night which finished with a draw 
for bo ttles of cha mpagne. 

We were very grateful to W.O. 11 Artley, A.C.C., 
and everyone in the cookhouse who did so much 
extra work to make our Christmas so enjoyable. 

P.R.[. 
In our last notes we foretold a period of very 

hard work fo r all members of the P.R.T. Staff-and 
we weren't wrong! 

The Children's Christmas Party held on 21st 
December heralded the opening of the Festive Season 
and a great success it turned out to be, thanks to the 
very hard work put in by C.S.M. Coggle, C /Sgt. 
Somers and those soldiers of the Battalion who vol
unteered to act as " Uncles" to the children. At 1330 
hours, no less than five buses set out from the 
Barracks to wend their way to places as far distant 
as H annover, Scheuen and Celie to collect the children 

CHILDRE~'S PARTY, llst DECEMBER. 1960. 

"Carol Singing'' led by C.S.M. Coggle. 
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who were escorted by the "Uncles" suitably made up 
for the occasion . 

Unfortunately Santa Claus was :.:nab le to fly in 
by Helicopter d ue to bad weather b ut this in no way 
lessened the warmt h of the reception he received as, 
flan ked by two pipers, he mad e his way into the 
Gymnasium. G ames. Carol Singin~t and a b umper tea 
were fo llowed by the d istribu tion of p resen ts chosen 
and packed by the W ives· C lub, who did a very fine 
job beh ind the scenes. 

Very tired, very full , b ut very happy children were 
finally delivered to their homes a t 1700 hrs. a fter a 
most enjoyable afternoon. 

HOG MA N A Y. 

O n H ogmanay the Commanding Officer, preceded 
by the Drum Major and Pipe Majo r, visited the 
D ining H alls, and each Company in turn toasted 

T he Commanding Officer being piped into the 
Dining H alls. 

" The Regiment"' a nd " The Command ing Officer. " 
Always a happy occasion thi s was doubly so because 
of the news, published that morning, that the Com
manding O fficer had been ho noured by the award of 
1he O.B.E. 

The Bn. Cooks, much ha mpered by the structura l 
alterations in progress in the Bn. Ki tchen, su rpassed 

themselves in -the q uantity a nd quality of the food 
pro duced for the occasion. The men u read:-
T o mato Soup Bread R o lls. 
T urkey Christmas Pudding 
H am Mince Pies 
Sausage [!!randy Butter 
Stuffing Custard 
R oast Po tatoes Fresh Fruit 
Crea med Potatoes Nuts 
Sprouts Coffee 
Peas Beer 
Bread Sauce Cigarettes 

ALL RAN KS NEW YEAR BALL, 6th JANUARY, 
1961. 

On 6th Janua ry the final even t of the Season was 
he ld- the New Year A ll Ranks Ball. 

O ver fi ve hundred people attended includ ing the 
Com ma nding Officer a nd the Officers, c ivi l dignitaries 
of Cel ie, and more than o ne hundred a nd fi fty loca l 
girls . 

T he decorations, put up by 2 / Lt. J. F leming. 
C / Sgt . Varley a nd a band of willi ng wo rkers from all 
Com panies. were superb, a nd drew many ad miring 
glances from those attend ing. Tn fact one visiting 
sen ior o fficer was heard to comment that in a ll h is 
years service in B.A.O.R. he had seen noth ing like 
it. 

" A Few of the Man y." 

Unfortuna tely the Regiment:!) Band were on leave. 
but we were lucky to have the dance band section 
of the Band of the QUEEN'S RO YAL IR IS H 
H USSA RS. Music fo r the Scottish Coun try Da ncing 
was provided in true J immy Shand style by accor
deonis ts o f o ur own Ba nd who did not go 10 U.K. 
fo r leave. The highlight o f the eve ning was the p lay
ing and dancing of the D rums and Pipes which held 
the a ttention of everyone. 

A very successf ul occasion ended at 0130 hrs. with 
the s inging of " A uld La ng Syne" and the N ational 
Anthe m. 

Next morning the vote was u nan imo us-The Ba t
ta lion had bettered their last offort - the Duchess 
Jean Ba ll! 

When these notes fina lly appear in pr in t we will 
have sa id goodbye to the t\yO' ·'shop'' R obertsons. 
1. a nd D .. and to the two farmers, P tes. A. Davidson 
and A. Simpson. We wish them all very best wishes 
for the futu re and we would like to say "tha nk you" 
for all thei r work in the past. 
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For perfect results- be sure to use 

M( Dougall's Flour 

Look for the Smedley label, that tells you that the food 
inside is fresh - farm fresh! Buy from the wide range of 
Smedley canned foods - and enjoy Summer freshness all 

the year round. 

Smedley·s canned 
foods 

SMEDLEY'S LTD · WHYTELEAFE • SURREY 

3 / 61 - 2 Printed in Great Britain 

By AppoiHtm~ut lO Il~r Atu}tltJI Tlte QU~tl& Gin .Dill illtrl 1Jootl.'1 Di11 ilhri~1 U mittd 

BOOTH'S 
DRY GIN 

The Gin that is mellowed in oak casks 

SUPPLEMENT No. 2-PAGE ONE 
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Don't be vague 
Ask for 

THE OLDEST NAME 

IN 'SCOTCH' 

SUPPLEMENT No. 2-PAGE TWO 

A MESSAGE 

from the Chairman of 

HER MAJESTY'S FORCES 

SAVINGS COMMITTEE 

IF YOU HAV EN'T ALREADY started saving, yOU 
should try to develop the savings habit while 
you a re in the Services. 

There are excellent facilit ies for saving in 
a ll Units of the Services in every part of the 
world- in fact the slogan of H.M. Forces 
Savings Committee is " Wherever you serve, 
you can save." 

We have an excellent series of leaflets (as 
illustrated above) which tell in simple lan
guage a ll about Forces Savings. 

Why not write for a copy of the leaflet 
which applies to your Service? Write to me 
personally:-

Air Chief Marsha] Sir Hugh Saunders, 
GCB, KBE, MC, DFC, l-iM. 

Chairman, H .M. Forces Savings Committee, 
1, Princes Gate, London, S.W.7. 

luued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee 

Printed in Great Br itain 
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R.S.M. F. TAYLES. 
One impressive figure always to be seen striding 

around Trenchard Barracks these days is that of the 
Regimental Sergea_nt Major- R.S.M. F. Taylcs. R.S.M . 
Tayles enlisted in the Gordon Highlanders on 2 J st 
January, 1946, for a 22 year engagement, and until 

R.S.M. Tayles. 

1950 be served in B.A.O.R., before going out to 
Malaya. There he was mentioned in despatches for 
consistent hard work a nd devotion to duty in patrol
ling whilst a Pla toon Sergeant in "C" Company. 

His next spell of active service was in Cyprus 
from 1955-1957, and on bis return to the United 
Kingdom was appointed R .S.M. of the London Scot
tish - at a time when the Regiment was about to 
receive new Colours in honour of the Centenary of its 
founding in 1859. This ce ~·emony. in which H.R.H. 
Queen Eliza beth the Queen Mother presented the 
Colours at the Duke of York's Headquarters, 
Chelsea, entailed a considera ble amo unt of work a nd 
effort by the London Scottish permane.nt staff as well 
as by the volunteers themselves. The great success of 
the Colours Parade was in large measure due to the 
exertions of R.S.M. Tayles and as a result be com
pleted his tour with the London Scottish with the 
knowledge that he had left behind him a job well 
done. 

In Jan uary, 1960, R.S.M. Tayles rejoined the I st 
Battalion in Germany and, with the advent of vet 
another Colours Parade in April this year, his pa~t 

experience of this particular ceremony will prove of 
inestima ble value. 

SERGEANT'S MESS. 
The logical place to start these notes would 

appear to be in October Y{ith a report of the Dargai 
Ball. The Ball was once again held in the Mess and 
it was not intended this year to be quite so lavish as 
some of its more illustrious predecessors. Neverthe
less it turned out to be just as well attended and just 
as much enjoyed by all. From the moment that the 
guests were met in the Ha ll with a bowl of punch, 
un til breakfast was served, the re was an atmosphere 
of gaiety which would be very difficu lt to define. 

The main theme of the decor th is year was the 
Regimenta l colours and at this point we must say 
how much we appreciated the work put in by Mrs 
Firth who must have sewn quite a number of "miles' ' 
Dt!tling decorations together. There was a scale 
model of the Heigh ts of Da rgai showing the positions 
of the enemy a nd the routes taken by both Gordons 
and Gurkhas in the action which, although it may 
not have changed the course of world history, will 
certa inly be remembered as an object lesson in deter
mi nation and ga llan try. 

T he buffet was laid around a centre-piece made 
from a boars bead which should have been familiar 
to the Mess Members because he had been a Mess 
Member himself until his demise, although he was 
accommodated on the P.R.I. F arm for most of his 
natural life. We were glad to see that he reached the 
ta ble a nd did not fall by the wayside as did one of 
his ancestors some two years ago. As usual it seemed 
a pity to spoil such a delightful display but dancing 
and imbibing are great partners to induce an appetite 
a nd since Sergeants' Mess Members are not deterred 
from their eating ha bits by any show of artistry, the 
whole boiling soon went the way of all (cooked) 
flesh. A word in passi ng for the Master Cook and his 
many minions who must have spent some furious 
hours creating such a gastronomical masterpiece. 
There was also a very well presen ted breakfast in the 
small hours of the morning which seemed to attract 
many more people than last year. 

T aking all things into consideration I think it can 
be honestly said that once again we have held 
a nother most enjoyable and well organised Ball for 
which our thanks must go to the Ball Committee and 
sund ry others who were involved in the preparations. 

The wi nter months bring their own hazards and 
some of our driving members have now become walk
ing members. One was heard to say that his car was 
not going very well but it was parking real good. It 
certain ly should have been since he brought it back 
to barracks one morning in a sandbag. 

We said our goodbyes to the 14/ 20th King's 
H ussars in November and we would like to say how 
much we have enjoyed the association. We have en
joyed each others hospitality frequently during the 
past two years a nd there has never been a cross word 
in the whole of that time. We hope that they will 
soon get setteled in their new Mess, which after all, 
is not so far away that we need to become strangers. 
In their place we welcome the 4th Royal Tan k Regi
ment and we hope that the good relationship will 
continue. Thei r "H ouse Warmer" was well attended 
and they have a lso paid us a visit or two, so com
munications are already very well established. 

The Queen's Royal Irish Hussars entertained us in 
no uncerta in manner after we had beaten them in the 
Brigade Boxing Finals. When the match was over we 
were treated in their Mess to ~ most enjoyable Buffet 
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Major R. W. Smith discusses the merits of the 
Dargai Buffet with Sgt. Adams, A.C.C. 

Supper and your informant's eagle eye even espied 
caviar amongst a ver ita ble deluge of delecta bles pro
vided in very cosy and comforta ble surroundings. 

The Christmas Draw was held a few days befo re 
C hristmas and the Pipe-MajoT must now hold the a ll
time record for prize-lifting. Sixteen prizes fell to his 
hand a nd included amongst them a canteen of cutlery 
from the more valuable end of the tables. The Mess 
was bulging a t the seams on this occasion, the Offi: e rs 
and their ladies having been invited , which was a de
parture from our usual routine and which was a grea t 
success. We hope that the tradition now that it is 
established. will continue even if only to a llow the 
Officers to see that the tickets that they buy really do 
go into the d rum, as was proved by Lt. Borthwick's 
prize of a bathroom scale and a free haircut. The first 
number came out of the drum a t a qua rter past ei ~;ht 
and No. 194 came out a bout half past midnight. The 
whole evening being divided up by some sho rt and 
humorous interl udes by some of the less re ti ring 
members. Some of the acts have since been tentatively 
booked for the Wives' Club Socials but T do not 
honestly think that the "wifies" could afford the beer 
tha r it ta kes to get them in the right humour. 

Christmas slipped by very quietly. M ost people. T 
think. were content to spend it at home with their 
families. The same could not be said for the H og
mana y celebrations which went like a bomb a nd 
which J enjoyed very much. So J was told . A t rip 
round all the Compa ny Ba rs was a feat of a rms in 
itself a nd the on ly wonder was that we lasted long 
enough to see in the New Ye:~r in trad itional fashion 
in the Mess a long with the Commanding Officer. the 
Officers a nd their lad ies. 

We now look forward to a successful 1961 , which 
fo r what it is worth reads the same an y way uo. and 
ho pe that our new committees will do as handsomely 
as the old ones who have borne the brunt of things 
dea!ing as they did with Dargai and the festive season. 

CORPORALS' CLUB. 
Once aga in I will endeavour to out a few words 

to'!ether and give a brief account of elub festivities 
durin!! the l a~t ouarter. 

On 17th November a social evening was held in 
the C'luh to bid farewell to "C" Souadron . 14 th /20th 
Kino' s Hussars. who were attached to the Battalion. 
and have no•v moved to Hohne. During the evening 
they presented the C lub with a banner enclosed in a 

glass case. This has now been hung in a prominent 
p lace within the C lub where it can be admired by a ll. 
We wish them the very best o f luck in their new 
station, a nd ho pe to see some of the old faces from 
time to time when they pay a visit to Celie. 

Jn their place we welcome " B" Squadron. 4th 
Royal Tank Regiment , a nd hope thei r stay with us 
will be a pleasant one. We held a social evening on 
19th November to welcome them to the C lub. During 
the evening we were asked to place in our C lub a 
sh ield which we presented to them when we first 
vi sited them. This we have done, and .it is with 
pleasure tha t we have displayed it in the C lub. It will 
rema in with us during the time the squadron is a t
tached to us. 

We held a C hri_l;tmas Social on the 24th Decem
ber. It was disappointing that such a sma ll crowd 
turned up. However, fo r those that did. we had quite 
a n enjoya ble evening. 

On the 30th December, we had a very enjoyable 
New Yea r's Ball with a "smashing" band a nd buffet. 
w~ held a Dutch raffle, the pr ize bei n~ the ·· Pig's 
rl eid." a nd raised 160 D.M. for the "Wi reless for the 
Blind" Fund. The prize was won by Col. Sutherland. 
During the evenine the Commanding Officer oaid us 
a visit, and looked to be enjoying himsel f. We hope 
he wa~ a nyway. 

C pl. Swinnock is now the Batta lion Football 
Coach, and in the team we have C pl. McPhee. l n the 
Boxing we have C pls. Nicky McDuff. Gillies and 
Gribble, L / C pls. Gillies and Scott. and in R ugger. 
C pl. H 11y. 

H anded over to Qua rty Tug Wilson and Swill Bin 
Smith. on a 1033 basis, "The L one Ran,!!er and Ra nge 
Rider." from C ha lky Ingram and G eordie Pren tice o f 
the 4th Royal T a nk Regiment. Now if one cares to 
look closely on a Mo nday morning one can just 
fa intly see the dark smudl!es under thei r eyes. Of 
course. if you mention it, it is very strongly denied. 
but just in case they get a b it too noticeable. there is 
al ways Pan-cake make-up which ca n be borrowed 
from one of their friends' wi ves. N atu rally. no one is 
any the wiser that they have had a hectic time the last 
few days. It has been suggested that a hitch ra il be 
fixed o utside the door of the Clu b to make the 
Ranger and the R ider feel at home whenever they 
visit the Mess. and then again. Ken might remember 
that there is a door instead of a window, when he 
wants to shout " Hughie." 

Nick Salmon is sti ll tryin !! to find out if the ~la ir~ 
are harder than his head. while Chiefy sti ll mana '·e· 
to slide graciously into oblivion during the social 
eveni n~s . Mitch will shortly be oavin!! Bar d1''T!a<>es. 
if re doesn't cease leanin!! on the end of the b? r. 

The Senior Member of the P.7 C lub is considerin<:! 
~ t artin '! a P.7 Jive Club. Anvone interested olease let 
me know. as it was oroved the other nigh t that some 
of the voun<.! ones could be shown a thin~ or two. 

Tn closin!!. we wish to extend a hea rtv New Y ear 
'!reetinl! to a ll in the Mess. a nd we hope the coming 
year will be a ha ppy one for all. 

SPORT. 
As the vear 1961 a rrives. the Batta lion soortsmen 

ca rry forward. from the o ld vear. their challen!!e for 
the coveted " Armv Champions" title at F ootball. 
Boxinl! a nd C ross-Countrv Runnin.a:. At the time of 
writinl!. the position of the teams is as follows: 
The Footba ll team has reached the semi-final of the 
Rhine Army. the Boxing team has reached the 
Quarter-final. and the Cross-Co!Jnlry team will . we 
ho pe. start the long climb on the 18th January. at 
the 7 Armoured Brigade G roup Cham pionships. 
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" Army Champions," that coveted and most elusive 
of a ll sporting achievements. Perha ps it would be 
fitting at this stage to say a little about it. 

Readers will remember that in !959 the Batta lion 
were " Army Champions" a t Tug-o'War. "Why can't 
we do it again?" is often asked. " What went wrong?" 
''Why can't the footballers and boxers win the Army 
Cha mpionships?" The reasons are many and varied, 
and the reason " Why?" a nd "Wha t went wrong?" 
make debating points in every place where two or 
three sportsmen or supporters are ga thered. Without 
making excuses for any past, or future " nea r misses," 
it should be . remembered that for any team even to 
reach an Army Final is no mean feat, to become 
" Army Champions" is an honour which eludes even 
the very best teams for many yea rs. It is a long 
and difficult road to the top, and the last little bit is 
the trickiest! 

Army Championshi ps start with inter-unit matches, 
first in the Brigade a nd then in the Division. At this 
level. inter-unit matches are very much a friendly. 
" Hello, Charlie " affair, with teams glad to win. but 
not unduly down-hea rted if they lose - " There's 
always next time." 

After Divisional Championships the winning team 
enters the Rhine Army arena, a nd here the tone 
changes. Firstly, teams are representing their Division 
against someone from outside the Divi sion, the 
" B.A.O.R. Championships" title is in s i~h t. a nd the 
"Army Cha mpionships" title just over the hill. The 
standard gets higher. a nd the competition keener. 

It is not generally appreciated that an Army 
Championship may sta rt in. say, October of one year. 
and go on until February of the next year. when the 
final takes place between "B.A.O.R. Champions'' 
(Zone " B") and the winners of U.K. (Zone " A"). the 
final may take place in Germany or at home. 

This represents a time distance of five months. 
during which t ime a team bas got to tra in a nd remain 
fit, get fitter, improve in tactics and performance. to 
I!O through the next round and retain that in11redient 
so essentia l to match winning - KEENNESS. 

All this would be fa irly strail!htforward to do if 
there was nothine else standing in the way. In this 
respect, some units are better placed than o thers. 
H owever, the team from a Field Force (e.g .. a n In
fa ntry Batta lion a nd the like) that gets to the top is 
the one that can do a ll these things, in spite of the 
stress a nd strain of norma l duti es. To mention a few. 
there are operational a nd tra ining commitments. 
oost ings. discha rges and leave. classification firing. field 
tiring, courses, Admin inspections. Scale "X" Parades 
and not to forget Ch ristmas a nd Hogmanay. 

To misouote a better wri ter, " lf you can cope with 
a ll these things and be 'Army Champions' - you're 
indeed men, my sons !" 

In any case. it's jolly l!ood fun trying. and fas
cimting attempting to put right the !hines that "went 
wrong last time," and is it not better for a unit to 
have two, three or four teams " Div. Champions" every 
year, than one team Army Champions every several 
years? 
· One further point, the last time the Re!!iment won 
the Army Association Football Cup was in 1897 at 
Aldershot. The 2nd Batta lion, under the command 
of Colonel Dick Cunnin!!ham, V.C., beat the R oyal 
Artillery from Portsmouth by two goa ls to nil. The 
92nd were at that time stationed in Ma lolaq uet Bar
racks. which they later reoccupied in 1932-34. The 
R .S.M. at that time was W. Robertson, who won the 
V.C. in the South African War. A most interesting 
article on this game appeared in the Tiger and Sphinx 
Volume VII, No. 39, dated 20th January, 193 1. 

Although we have never won or been finalists in 
the Army Boxing, the Regiment produced the follow
ing distinguished individuals in the years between the 
wars: -

Pte. J. Garland, Army and I.S'.B.A. Bantam 
Champion, 1927-28. Grea t Br ita in Amateur Bantam 
C hampion, 1928. 

Sgt. J. Jamieson. Army and I.S.B.A. Light Heavy 
Weight, 1933. 

L / Sgt. J. Gordon. Army Light Heavy Weight, 
1936-37. 

FOOTBALL. 
For the keen fans, below is set out a sho rt des

cription of each of the footba ll games played so far. 
Of partic ula r interest is the summary of goa l 

scorers a t the end of the no tes. 

League Match 
1430 hours, Wednesday 5th October, 1960. Celie. 

I Gordons, 4; 24 Med. Regt. , R.A .. 2. 
Played on a lovely sunny afternoon. Team started 

off well and in five minutes were a goal up. Then in 
25 minutes a nother goa l came. Opponents reduced 
leeway in 30 minutes, scoring from a corner kick. On 
half-time, another goal for us, all th ree being scored 
by Ha rley a t inside right. Five minutes after the 
resumption , 24 reduced the leeway again when our 
keeper fumbled the ba ll , but in 70 min utes McLean 
scored. 

Many chances missed by bad and weak finish ing. 
F orwards shot shy in front of goa l. 

Scorers :- Ha rley (3). McLean. 
Team : - Farquhar (C), Reid (B), Trai l (H.Q.). 

G arden (H.Q.). Mathewson (C), Muir (H.Q.), McLean 
(A). Harley (C) (Capt.), Beattie (D ), Forbes (B), Tough 
(H .Q.) 

Refe ree: - W.O. I Marnock, R.M.P. (S.J.B.) 

League Match 
1430 hrs., Saturday, 8th October, 1960. Fallingbostel. 

5 R.T.R .. 5; I Gordons, I. 
Played on a wet day, pitch was fi1·m but greasy on 

top. with a very decided slope. Harley, team captain, 
called off with a heavy cold, and Trai l deputised. 
Losing the toss, I Gordons were kick ing uphill the 
first half and managed to turn rou nd only one goal 
down, 5 R.T.R. scoring in the 30th min ute. 

After the change over, only one goa l down, and 
kicking downhil l. I Gordons were expected to make a 
fight of it, but the wing halves lost the initiative and 
5 R.T.R. started scoring with re{lu larity in the 50th. 
60th, and 68th minutes. before Beattie. with one of 
the only two decent passes he got. scored our solitary 
goal. 5 R.T .R. scored again in the 81st minute. 

Team: - F arquhar (C), Reid (B). Trail (H.Q.). 
Muir (H.Q.). Ma thewson (C). Clark (D), McLean 
(A). Higgins (H.Q.), Beattie (D). Forbes (B). Tough 
(H.Q). 

Scorer : - Beattie. 
Referee: - W.O. II Brassey, R.E.M.E. 

League Match 
1430 hours, Wednesday, 12 October, 1960. 

Wietzenbruck. 
94 Loct. Regt., R.A .. 3; I Gordons, 4. 

Played on a wet day on a pitch badly needing the 
grass cut and rolled. with a heavy ball. we were two 
goals down in 15 minutes throu!!h mistakes by the 
goa lkeeper and defence. In the 20th mioute leeway 
reduced by a lovely 1goal scored by Beattie with a 
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left foot shot, but a minute later we were aga in two 
goals in arrears through another mistake by the goa l
keeper. After the interval a little bi t more cohesion 
came in to our play and T rail scored a lovely goal 
frotn fully 30 ya rds with a free kick in the 50th 
minute then three minutes after from an indirect free 
kick o~ the edge of the penalty box, Beattie scored 
from a pass by Muir. In the 75th minute McLean, 
from a through pass from Beattie, scored our fourth. 
Scorers :- Beattie (2), Trail, McLean. 

Team :- Geddes (H.Q.), Reid (B), Trai l (H .Q.), 
Muir (H.Q.), Mathewson (C), G arden (H.Q.), McLean 
(A), Higgins (H.Q.), Beattie (D). Ha rley (C) (ca pt.), 
Ritchie (H.Q.) 

G eddes and Beattie were bo th injured during the 
match. 

B.A.O.R. / Army Cup. 
1430 hrs., Sat., 29th Oct. , 1960. Trencha rd Blarracks. 

I Gordon, 8 ; 6 Fd. Regt. R.A., I. 
Played on one of the few dry days of the month, 

on a good holding pitch but with an awkwa rd cross 
wind blowing. After the first 20 mi nutes. when our 
whole team wasn' t ou t of their opponents' ha lf, when 
nothing went right, cross bar a nd uprights hit, a f"! d 
" lucky legs" getting in the way, the first goal came m 
the 24th minute with a nice left foot shot from Flem
ing at centre. 

Then two minutes later, H arley scored a scorcher 
with his head , then in the 32nd and 39th minutes 
Craven cracked home two more to turn rou nd at half
ti me four goals up. In the 52nd min ute a penalty was 
awarded when Fleming was grassed in the box, but 
M uir cracked the spot kick against the crossba r, and 
no one (being ready for his fi rst pena lty miss), was in 
position to take the rebound , the opponents managed 
to scramble the ball away. The pressure was still kept 
up and in the 56th minute Fleming scored aga in with 
a header and then again in the 63rd minute with a 
rebound from. the crossba r. A minute later our 
o pponents scored their solitary goal by a breakway 
and our goal keeper not coming out quickly enough. 
This was soon annulled again by a C raven header 
in the 68th minute a nd F leming fin ished off the scor
ing in the 78th minute with another headed goal. 

Although we had a lready beaten our opponents 
th is season in the league they produced a much 
stronger team for the C up-tie. 

Team:- F arquhar (C); Muir a nd T rail (HQ): Har
ley (capt.), Mathewson, McPhee: Geddes, Craven, 
F leming. Logan, Bremner (all o f "C" Coy). 

Sco rers:- Fleming (4), C raven (3). Harley. 
Referee:-Bd r. Je nkins. Linesmen:-Bsm. Wood, 

Sgt. Pussil. 

League Match 
1430 hrs. , Wed .. 2nd Nov., 1960. Tre nchard Ba rracks. 

I G ordons, 10; Q .R.T.H., 0. 
Played on a ho lding pitch which had two solid 

days rain on it, and a high wind blowing up and down 
the pitch. Lost the toss and were set to face the wi nd, 
but after ten minutes the tea m sett led down to the 
conditi ons and in the 18th minu te Geddes scored a 
lovely goa] on a run-through and then again in the 
36th minute. Geddes again scored tak ing a cross from 
the r ight. Then half-time, two goals up and the wind 
with us the second half. As the second half com
menced the wind d ro pped completely and in the 50th 
minute Geddes completed h is hat-trick with a beauti
ful header. T he team now certainly settled down a nd 
the ball could be controlled prope rly. T hen McPhee 
cracked in two lovely goals in the 61s t and 64th 
minutes through pouncing on loose balls. F rom now 
on goals came regula rly- 72nd minute from Craven, 

75th minute from Flemi ng, 76th by Geddes, 8 lst a 
penalty taken by C raven and in the 84th Craven 
finished off the scoring. 

Team:-Farquha r (C); Muir and T rail (HQ): H a r
ley (ca pt.), Mathewson, McPhee; Geddes, Craven, 
Fleming, Logan, Bremner (aiL "C" Coy). 

Scorers:- Geddes (4), Craven (3) (1 pen.), McPhee 
(2) and Fleming. 

Referee:- Lt. (QM) C lark, R.A.S.C. 

2nd Round B.A.O.R. / A rmy C up. 
1430 hrs., Sat., 12th Nov., 1960. Delmonhorst. 

12 L.A. A. R .A., I ; 1st G ordons, 5. 
Played on a dry day on a pitch with ple nty of grass, 

but which was rather heavy. Our team went out wi,th 
Beattie deputising on the left wing for Bremner who 
injured an ankle tra ining on the Friday a fternoon. 
Immediately after the kick-off our team put on the 
pressure, but they were up against a very strong de
fe nce. Jt was not until the 19th minute, when in a 
scramble in the opponents goal, that Brown, the home 
teams right back, put th rough his own goal. Pressure 
was again kept up. Although o ur o pponents had a few 
breakaways, they were held by our defence , though 
the woodwork was h it a couple of times. Then in the 
42nd minute Craven cracked home his first goal. On 
the turn round, when it was thought that the oppos
ing defence might crack, they ca me back with a bang, 
a nd ra nk bad shooting on their part , heroic cleara nces 
by our defence ke pt them from scoring, the wood
work a lso again came to our rescue. We held out a nd 
in the 72nd minute C raven again broke th ro ugh to 
score his second goa l. Five minutes la ter the inside
left of 12 L.A.A. broke th rough and scored , although 
this goa l had a suspicion of off-side. This seemed to 
shake up o ur team and C raven , aga in, in the 85th 
minute scored. T hree minutes later, after beating three 
men a nd just about to shoot, C raven was uncere
monially bundled off the ba ll in the area. He im
mediately obliged by cracking home the spot kick 
:1nd bought his own personal tota l to four. 

Team :- Farquhar (C); Muir a nd Trail (H Q); H ar
ley (C) (Capt.), Mathewson (C), McPhee (D); Geddes 
(B), Craven (A), Fleming (A), Logan (B), Beattie (B). 

Scorers:- Brown (own goal), Craven 4. 

League Match 
1430 hrs. Sat. , 5th Nov., 1960. Trenchard Barracks. 

I Gordons, 8 ; 32 Armd. W kshps. RE .M.E .. 1. 
Played on a dry pitch with a head wind, the bat

t:J lion lost the toss and set to face the wind. Our 
opponents opened the sco ring in the 8th minute but 
the batta lion buckled down and in the 22nd minute 
C raven scored f rom a penalty. Six minutes later 
Craven scored again from a pass from the left by 
Logan. Ha lf-t ime a nd turning round one goat up. 
with the wind to assist, it was only a period of time 
before the goals sta rted to come at regular intervals. 
Ten minutes gone of the second half and Logan 
scored with a header, followed four m inutes later by 
a goal by Geddes. T hen Craven hit the goa l tra il 
scoring in the 62nd, 70th (from. a no ther penalty), 75th 
and 78th m inutes. Our opponents in the second half 
threw ca ution to the wind and a lot of fouls and un
necessary heavy tackling took place but our team 
ca me through with only a couple of knocks to Trail 
a nd F leming. 

Team:-Farquhar (C); Muir and T ra il (HQ); Har
ley (C) Capt.), Ma thewson (C), Sinkins (B); Geddes (B). 
Craven (A), Fleming (A), Logan (B), Bremner (H Q). 

Scorers:-Craven (6), Geddes and Logan. 
Referee:- Sgt. Pu~sil , 24 Med. Regt . R.A. 
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League Match 
1430 hrs Sat., 19th Nov., 1960. Hahne. 

4 R.H.A., 2; I Gordons, 5. 
Played on a damp day on a small sloping pitch 

against a team that knew of our goal scoring prowess. 
After Craven had nipped in and scored goals in the 
3rd and 16th minute, our opponets starting packing 
their goal. Through breakaways and defensive slips our 
opponents managed to draw level by the 55th minute. 
In the 75th minute we were awarded a penalty but 
missed. Jn the 80th minute McPhee moved up with 
the ball and scored. The tension was now relaxed, and 
in the 84th and 89th minutes Fleming, then McPhee 
each cracked in a lovely goa l to make the issue 
certain. 

Team:- Farquhar (C); Muir and T rail (HQ), Har
ley (Capt.), Mathewson (C), McPhee (D); Geddes (B) 
Craven (A), Fleming (A), Smith (C) Logan (Jjj). ' 

Scorers:- Craven (2), McPhee (2), and F leming. 
Referee:- W.O. I . Marnoch (R.M .P. / S.I.B.). 

League Match 
1430 hrs .. 23rd November, 1960. Neinburg. 

24 Med. Re!!t. R.A, 2; I Gordons, 5. 
Five goals seem to be our limit at present in away 

matches. but the two points gained to-day bring us 
to the top of the league, leading by one point The 
team beaten to-day is the team which beat the 5th 
R.T.D.. the previous league leaders. This game was 
played on the worse pitch any team has to play on 
- heavy and greasy, lying right along-side a river
the ball at times was lost in the ridges that run across 
the playing pitch. Our team star ted off and kept our 
opponents in their own half of the field for the first 
25 minutes and they hit every inch of the woodwork 
and net work . Then on a breakaway our opponents 
scored a lovely goal th rough their inside right. In the 
35th minute Logan, seeing their goalkeeper out of 
posi tion lobbed a lovely goal from fully 30 yards, 
into the rigging. Half-time the score was one each . 
In the 50th minute Fleming harassed their keeper who 
dropped the ba ll, and in a twinkle it was in the back of 
the net. Ten minutes later (60th minute), Geddes con
nected to a cross f rom the left with bis head to m ake 
it th ree. Gordon's tails were up and in the 75th and 
77th minutes Fleming scored, and then Logan with 
the ball breaking favourably for him and with on ly 
the goalkeeper in front again Jobbed a lovely goal 
over the keeper's head bringing the total to five. Un
fortunate ly through a miskick in the 8'8th minute the 
opposing inside righ t reduced the leeway with a well 
taken shot. 

Team: - Farquhar (C); Muir a nd Trail (HQ)· 
Smith (C), McPhee (D) (Capt.), Sinkins (A); Geddes (B): 
Craven (A), Fleming (A), Logan (B), Bremner (HQ). 

Scorers::-Logan (2}, _Ftem in~ (2), and Geddes. 
Referee.- W.O. I I B1 assey (R.E.M.E.). 

3rd Round B.A.O.R./ Army C up. 
1400 brs., 28th Nov., 1960. Berlin. 

I Yorks Lanes Regt.. I ; 1 Gordons, 5. 
Team:- Farquhar (C); Muir and Trail (HQ)· 

Smith (B), McPhee (D), Harley (C) (Capt.); Geddes (D)' 
Craven, F leming (A). Logan (B), Bremner (HQ). ' 

Scorers:- Geddes. Bremner, Craven and Fleming 
(2). 

League Match 
1400 hrs., 3rd Dec. , 1960. Verden. 

112 Coy. R.A.S.C., 0; I Gordons. 8. 
Team:- Farquhar (C) ; Muir and Trail (HQ); Smith 

(B), McPhee (D), Harley (C) (Capt.); Geddes (B), 
Craven (A), F leming (A), Logan (B), Bremner CHQ). 

Scorers:-craven (4) (I pen.), Fleming, Smith. 
Geddes :tnd Logan. 

4th Round B.A.O.R./ Army Cup. 
1400 hrs., 7th Dec., 1960. Bad Lupspringer. 

39 (GW) Regt. R.A., 1; I Gordons, 8. 
Team:- Farquhar (C); Muir and Trail (HQ); Smith 

(B), McPhee (D), Harley (C) (Capt.) ; Geddes (B), 
Craven, F leming (A), Logan (Ill), Bremner (HQ). 

Scorers:- Fleming (3), Craven (3), Smith and Trail. 

League Match. 
1400 hrs., Wed., 14th Dec., 1960. Trenchard Baracks. 

I Gordons, 8; 5 R.T.R., 0. 
T his was the revenge match that bad been waited 

for, to make up for the beating received at the be
ginning of the season. Played on a snow covered pitch. 
Our team took up the a ttack right away, but through 
some marvellous goalkeeping we turned round at 
half-time only one goal up, scored by Geddes in the 
15th minute. On the resumption our team went im
mediately into the attack and in the 50th minute 
Fleming headed home. Then the goals started to come 
regularly (60th Logan, 65th Craven, 70th Geddes, 74th 
Bremner, 80th Fleming, and 82nd Craven). Although 
the Ta nks were all at sea against the football being 
played by our team they never gave up trying until 
the final whistle. 

Team :- Farquhar (C); Muir and Trail (HQ); Smith 
(B), McPhee (D), Harley {C) Capt.); Geddes (B), 
Craven, Fleming (A), Logan (B), Bremner (HQ). 

Scorers:- Geddes (2), Craven (2), Fleming (2), 
Logan and Bremner. 

Referee:- W.O. I Marnoch (R.M .P./S.I.B.). 

LeaJClue Match. 
1400 hrs., Sat., 17th Dec., 1960. T renchard Barracks. 

J Gordons, 16; 6 Fd. Regt. R .A., 0. 
Played on a pitch affected by the thaw, where both 

goat areas were like glue. :rhere was no opposition 
from our opponets and goals came regu larly through
out the match from Logan 2nd minute, Fleming I 5th, 
C raven I 7th. 28th and 32nd, Logan 35th . Fleming 
38th, Craven 40th-eight goals up at half-time. The 
same procession fo llowed for the second half-49th 
Logan, Geddes 59th and 64th. Fleming 65th, Bremner 
74th, Fleming 77th, Craven 80th, and 84th Geddes. 

Teams:- Farquhar (C); Muir and Trail (HQ); 
Smith (B), McPhee CD), H arley (C) (Capt.); Geddes (B). 
Craven (A), Fleming (A), Logan (B). Bremner (HQ). 

Scorers:- Craven (5), Fleming (4), Logan (3}, 
Geddes (3), Bremner. 

Referee:-cpl. Fox (26 Amd. Sqn. R.E.). 

Goal Scorers-League and Cup-Season 1960/ 61. 
Up to and including 17th December, 1960. 

Craven 33 
FleminA 20 
Geddes 13 
Logan 8 
Harley 6 
Beattie 4 
M.cPhee 4 
Bremner 3 
Smhh 2 
McLean 2 
Trai l 2 
Muir 1 
Own Goal For 1 

League 
Cup 

Goals Scored. 
For Against 
73 16 
26 4 
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BOXING. 
THE INTER-COMPANY N OVICES' 

COMPETITION. 
Once more the Boxing Season is upon us, and 

again a record num ber of entrants participated, " B" 
Coy. leading the field, with 64 men of all ranks. The 
competition opened on Monday, 23rd October, 1960, 
with Captain H. Foster, M.B.E., as Sports President, 
in charge, and W.O. Jl Barry (A.P.T.C.) and W.O. II 
Coggle as willing aides! 

By way of a change, " B ,. Com pany led the 
"field" the fi rst two da ys, a nd the green and white 
vest was always clearly visible in the ring centre. As 
the competition drew near the third day and the 
boxing talent getting better all Compan ies were fa irl y 
evenly balanced. During the two days prior to the 
finals, severa l novices did very well during the 
competition and worth mentioning are Pte. 
King ("D" Compa!ly), Pte. Fulton (H .Q. Company). 
Pte. Whi te ("D" Company), and Pte. Clark 00 ("D" 
Company), who was nominated best loser. And one 
who really gave us spectators a ·' run for our money," 
to quote a saying. was L / Cpl. H oddy, Royal Army 
Dental Corps attached. All his bouts ''ere .. blood a nd 
thunder" and the applause for Hoddy was tremen
dous. " Well done, L £C pl. Hoddy !" He was, by the 
''ay, the winner in h1s own weight at the finals, out· 
pointing Lieut. Fawcus ( .. B" Company). 

Speaki ng of officers, they again exce lled them· 
selves in the art of self defence, and the followi ng 
should be congratulated on a fine performance: -

Lieut. Scott ("B" Company), L ieut. Saville ('"B" Com
pany). Lieut. Fawcus ("B" Compa ny) - ("B" Com
pany again , see what we mea n?)- Lieut. Oxley ("A" 
Compa ny), Lieut. Ewart ('"C Sp." Company), a nd 
Lieut. Bruce ("C Sp.") Well done! 

As the third a nd final night drew upon us, we 
fo :.;nd that ,1!1 companies were fa irly even ly bala nced 
as fina lists - with "A' Company, 6; ' ·B" Company, 
4; "C Sp." Company, 3; " D" Company, I ; a nd H.Q. 
Company, 4 - all determi ned to defend their com
pany's honour and colours. The outcome of the fi nals 
is shown at the end of our notes. Before closing the 
meeting, the Conunanding Officer presented the 
indi vidual prizes and Company Trophy, a nd thanked 
a ll who had taken part, a nd those who bad organised 
the competition. The writer bas it from a good source 
that the meeting was well up to the "Gordon H igh
landers' standard." 

The Inter-Company Competition was won by "B" 
Company. 

The individual results are as fo llows:-
Ba nta m Weight- Winner, Pl£!. Murdoch ("C Sp.''; 

runner-up, Pte. Dunca n ("A." Feather Weight -
Winner, Pte. White (H.Q.); runner-up, Pte. Clark ("C 
Sp:') Light Weight - wi nner, Pte. Fulton (H.Q.); 
runner-up, Pte. Gibbon ("'C Sp.") Light Welter Weight 
- Winner, Pte. Lamb ("A"); runner-up. Pte. Brydon 
("A ... ) Welter Weight - Winner, Pte. Caird ("A.") 
runner-up, Pte. Masson ("B.'') Light Midd le Weight 
- Lieut. Scott ('"B"); runner-up, Pte. Nichol ("A.") 
Middle Weight - Winner, Pte. Mc Leod (" D"); 
runner-up, Pte. Clark (" A.") Light H eavy Weight -

St:.tndin_g (1. to r.)-Cpl. Salmon, Cpl. G illies, Pte. Bo yle, L / Cpl. Scott, .Cpl. Gribble, L / Cpl. Wood, Pte. 
Clark, P te. M urdoch. 
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The ·Commanding Officer awards the Light Welter Weight Cha mpionshjp belt to Pte. Costello, " A" CQmpany. 

Winner, L/ Cpl. Hoddy (H.Q.); runner-up, Lieut. 
Fawcus ("B.") Heavy Weight - Bdms. Williams 
(H.Q.); runner-up. Lieut. Saville ("B.") 

BATTALION CHA MPIONSHIPS. 
T he Semi-fin als a nd F ina ls of the Batta lion Boxing 

Championships took place at the Unit Gymnasium on 
F riday. 18th November, 1960. The match was we!! 
supported by members of the Battalion, but con
testants were few, much to the regret of all concerned. 
The Gymnasium was laid out in all its glory. The 
contests commenced at 2000 hours, with the first bout 
being the semi-fin al of the Feather Weight contest. 
between P te. C lark of " B" Company and Pte. Logan. 
" D" Compa ny, with Pte. Clark the winner on points. 
The rest of the results are reported at the end of the 
notes. During the contest everyone felt a nd missed 
our star, L / Cpl. H oddy, R.A. D.C., owing to his 
removal to B.M.H ., H a nnover. We a ll wish L/ Cpl. 
H o::ldy a speedy return and good hea lth, a nd it goes 
withou t saying had he been here, we would ha ve 
seen him in action once more. "Haste ye back, Hodd y 
- D on't argue with a motor-cycle! " You never win. 

One of the bouts which gave us a th rill was the 
Welter Weight contest between L /Cpl. Scott. " B''• 
Company a nd Pte. McDonald, "A" Compa ny. bo th 
well matched, Scott with ringcraft a nd McDonald 
with sta mina. Scott's usual K.O. didn't come off. 
McDonald took a ll a nd gave quite a lot, but Scott, 
with the more experience, won the bout. The loser was 
congratulated by the referee. Two knock-outs d id take 

place during the contests, L/ Cpl. Gribble knocked 
o ut Pte . Dinnes ("C Sp.") and Pte. White knocked 
out Pte. C lark ("B" Company). 

At the close of the contests. the Commanding 
Officer presented the Boxing Trophies and Battalion 
Boxi ng Belts to wi nners and runners-up, and once 
more c losed a period of Batta lion Boxing. 

T he following are the results of the Battalion 
Boxi ng C hampionshi ps, 1960: -

F eather Weight - Winner, Pte. White (H.Q.); 
runner-up, Pte. C lark ("B"). Light Welter Weight -
Winner, Pte. Costello ("A"); runner-up. L/ Cpl. Wood 
(" B" ). Welter Weight - winner, L/Cpl. Scott ("B"); 
runner-up, Cpl. Henderson ("B" ). Light Middle 
Weight - winner, Cpl. Gribble ("B"); runner-up. 
L/ Cpl. lVIcMenemy ("B"). Light Weight - winner. 
Pte. Fulton (H.Q.); run ner-up, Pte. Gibbon ("C Sp.") 
Ba nta m Weight - winner, Pte. Huntington (H.Q.); 
run ner-up, Pte. Murdoch (''C. Sp.") Middle Weigh t
Winner, Pte. McLeod ("D"); runner-up, Pte. Boyle 
(" B"). Light Heavy Weight - wi nner, Cpl. Gillies 
("C Sp."); runner-up. Pte. C lark 00 (" D "). Heavy 
Weight - winner, Bdsm. Williams (H.Q.); runner-up. 
L /Cpl. G illies ("A"). 

INTER-UNIT CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
The Batta lion T eam met the Queen's Royal Iri sh 

Hussars at the Round H ouse, H ohne, on 15th Decem
ber. 1960, to defend our Brigade title won in 1959. 

The team, as listed at the end of these notes, with 
able and wi lling reserves, travelled to Hohne from 
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Celie, a distance of sixteen miles, fully confident and 
with determination to win and hold the title. This 
we did, being victorious by ten bouts to one. 

The boxing talent and style were of a good unit 
standard. However, the fitness the Battalion team 
displayed was of the highest qual ity and remarks on 
this were heard from both sides of the ring. Two 
outstanding bouts where fitness did show were one 
between Cpl. Gribble and Tpr. White, with Cpl. 
Gribble scoring a knock-out in the second round , 
after a devastating barrage of straight punches from 
Gribble. The other bout was stopped. It was between 
our heavy weight, Bdsm. Wi lliams and Tpr. Campbell. 
Williams proved his fitness and outpunched Campbell 
who was unable to stand up. The referee stopped the 
bout and Campbell was seen to be staggering minutes 
after leaving the ring-side. The last bout on the pro
gramme was also stopped, with the bout going in 
favour of L / Cpl. Scott. So another Gordon had won 
his bout, he being the fitter and stronger. The referee 
sent Tpr. Sharkey of the Queen's Royal Irish Hussars 
to his corner. 

The Battalion was in fu ll support as spectators at 
this meeting. Creditable considering there were poor 
road conditions and a cold winter night drive. It no 
doubt helped to spur our lads on when it was heard 
from the ringside. "Come on, Wullie, show these 
mash! We can do it!" 

We now await with eagerness the draw to decide 
who we next meet and no doubt you will lea rn a ll 
the details in our next notes. 

Battalion Team: - Bantam, Pte. Fulton; Feather, 
Pte. White; Light Weight, L / Cpl. Wood; 1st Welter 
Weight, Pte. McDonald; 2nd Welter Weight, Pte. 
Costello; Welter Weight, L /Cpl. Scott; Welter Weight , 
Pte. Masson; Light Middle, Cpl. Gribble; Middle 
Weight, Cpl. Gillies; Light Heavy. Pte. Gregor; 
Heavy Weight, Bdsm. Williams. 

CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNrNG. 
The Cross-Country season began on the 2nd o[ 

November, when all able-bodied men in the Bat
talion ran a three-and-a-half mile course. This was 
not an Inter-Company Championship race, but was 
designed to give the Companies an idea of who were 
the sta lwarts that wou ld represent them in the com
petition itself. The race was won by Pte. Costello 
of "C Sp." Company, who recently arrived from the 
Depot. Pte. Laing of H .Q. Company was second, 
and L /Cpl. Burnett of "A" Company was third. 

On the 16th of November, the Battalion sent a 
team to Paderborn to compete against the I Oth Royal 
Hussars (P.W.O.) and 39 Regt., R.A. The course was 
far from easy and the weather was foul. Six runners 
passed the finishing line ahead of the first "Jock" 
(Pte. Duncan 20), but the yellow jerseys came in a 
bunch and the final score gave us the victory over 
both teams. T his was a good beginning to competition 
running. Leading Gordon places in this match were 
as follows: - 7th, Pte. Duncan 20, "A" Company; 
9th, Pte. Laing, H .Q. Company; lOth . Pte. Wilson. 
"D" Company; lith, L / Cpl. Burnett, "A" Company; 
13th, Pte. Insch, H.Q. Company. 

Other mem bers of the team on this occasion were 
Pte. King, H.Q. Company; Pte. Byers, "A" Company; 
Pte. Bruce, "A" Company; Pte. Angus, "A" Com
pany; Pte. Robertson 82, "A" Company; Pte. David
son, "B" Company, and Pte. Reid, " D" Company. 

The Inter-Company competition was held on 22nd 
November, when each company fielded a team of ten 
runners of which the first eight to complete the course 
counted for points. The course was over six-and-a
half miles and was fairly hard going. Pte. Costello, 

recently transferred to "A" Company, was again first 
man home and did m uch to assist "A" Company in 
keeping the Cross-country Cup for another year. 
H .Q. Company were close runners-up with 123 points 
agamst "A" Company's 77 points. The first eight men 
home were: - 1st, Pte. Costello, " A" Company; 2nd. 
P te. Insch, H.Q. Company; 3rd, Pte. Davidson, "D" 
Company; 4th, L / Cpl. Burnett, "A" Company; 5th, 
Pte. Duncan 20, "A" Company; 6th, 2 / Lieut. Shillito, 
H.Q. Company; 7th, Pte. Robertson 82, "A" Com
pany; 8th, Pte. Patt<rson, "C (Sp.)" Company. 

Immediately a fter the championship a number of 
runners started afternoon trainmg and its effect was 
soon noticed. Our next match was against 1st Bat
talion, The Middlesex Regiment over a hilly six-and
a-half miles course a t Hamelin. The team won this 
match by 63 points to 75 points; altogether most 
beartenin~. Positions of the leading Gordon runners 
were as fo llows: - 2nd, Pte. Costello, "A" Company; 
4th. Pte. Insch, H .Q. Company; 6th, Pte. Wilson. "D" 
Company; 7th. L /Cpl. Burnett, "A" Company; 8th, 
Pte. Duncan 20, "A" Company. 

On the 30th November we were guests of 94 
Locating Regiment. R.A. , at Celie and had a seven
and-a-ha lf mile run over flat and not too difficult 
country. Our team was too strong for the "Gunners," 
and we ran home easy winners by 56 points to 86 
points. Pte. Costello. who was a lso training fo r the 
Battalion Boxing Team, did not run in this match. 
Leading Gordon placings were: - 2nd. Pte. D uncan 
20. "A" Company; 3rd, Pte. Insch, H.Q. Company; 
4th, L / Cpl. Burnett, "A" Company; 7th, Bdsm. 
Williams, H.Q. Company; 8th, Pte. Byers, "A" Com
pany. 

A triangular contest between 94 Locating Re~t.. 
R.A.. 1st Battalion, The King's Own Scott1sh 
Borderers and ourselves was run at Celie on lOth 
December. Conditions were not good and the ground 
was covered with a few inches of snow. The result 
was rather disappointing, as we were beaten into 
second place by the K.O.S.B. team who ran very well 
indeed to win by six points. We took consolation 
from the fact that four of our regu lar team were 
unable to represent the Batta lion due to colds, etc. 
Leading God don placings were:- 4th, Pte. Laing, 
H.Q. Company; 5th, L / Cpl. Burnett, "A" Company; 
6th, Pte. Insch, H.Q. Company; 9th, Pte. Duncan 20, 
"A" Company. 

Only one other match has been run to date and 
that was the return fixture with 94 Locating Regi
ment, R.A. Once again we were too strong for the 
Gunners, and completed a hat-trick against them by 
winning 54 poin ts to 84 points. The first four Gordons 
home were: - 2nd. Pte. Costello. "A" Company; 3rd. 
Pte. Laing, H.Q. Cmpany; 4th. L /Cpl. Burnett, "A" 
Company; 5th, Pte. Duncan 20. "A" Company. 

As will be seen by the results. our leading runners 
have been very consistent. Mention should be made, 
however, of other members of the team who have 
always given of their best and who have made vic
tories possible. Those who have represented the B~t
talion on various occasions are listed by compames 
below: 1-

H.Q. Company- Pte. Insch, Pte. Laing, Pte . .King, 
Pte. Paterson, Bdsm. Williams, Pte. McAskill, Bdsm. 
Clow. Pte. Bruce. 

"A" Company - L /Cpl. Burnett, Pte. Costello, 
Pte. Duncan 20, Pte. Robertson 82, Pte. Angus, Pte. 
Byers. 

" B" Company- Pte. Reid, P·te. Davidson. 
"C (Sp.)" Company - Pte. Cooper, Pte. Taylor. 

Pte. Gibbon, Pte. Lamb. 
"D" Company - Pte. Wilson. 

I 
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We have entered a team for the 7th Armoured 
Brigade Group Competition on 18th January, 1961 , 
and hope to go forward to the Divisional Champion
ships which are to be held on the 28th of January. 
Let us hope that we shall be successful in both 
competitions. Resu lts will be published in the next 
issue of the " T iger and Sphinx." 

HOCKEY. 
lt was the Toter-Company Compet ition starting in 

September that rea lly began the Hockey season this 
year. H .Q. Company, packed wiih the Military Band, 
beat " B" Company in a closely fought final , the 
standard of which was remarkably high. From the 
ta lent spotted in this competition and at a trial game 
on the 14th October, we selected our Battalion team. 
Four days later, this team showed its worth by beat
ing the Brigade O.F.P. at Scheuen, two goals to one. 

We had then nearly a month to tra in before the 
fu·st round of the B.A.O.R. Cup in which we were 
destined once again to meet 12 Light Anti-Aircraft 
Regt., R.A., at Delmenhorst, who beat us last year. 
Conditions for this match played on the 26th October 
could not have been better. The forward Line, streng
thened by Sgt. qw~n from the ba<;ks, co~sisted ~f 
Lieut. Scott, S / Sgt. Dawson and Lieut. Fitch. ThiS 
combination made light work of the grass pitch which 
they had been getting used to the previous week. Sgt. 
Owen scored two goals, both of which were the result 
of classic wing movements. The final score was 2-1. 

The following week we met the Queen's Royal 
Irish Hussars at HohJle. They beat us and then went 
on the B.A.O.R . Finals. 

The results of our friendly games so fa r are as 
follows: - 5th October - Q.R.I. Hussars, at Hobne, 
lost 3-2; 19th October -:- 7 O.F.P., at Scheuen, won 
2-1; 29th October - R.A.F., Scholdendorf, Celie, 
draw 1-1; 22nd November, 26 Fd. Engr. Sqn., Hobne, 
won 2-0; 4th January, I R.H.A., Celle, draw 2-2. 

And the names of those who consistently played 
for us include Major Smith, Major Stephen, Captain 
Gordon-Steward, Lieuts. Scott, F inch, Oxley, S/ Sgt. 
Dawson, Sgts. Owen, Thomson, Fowler, L / Cpl. 
Rennie, Cpl. Leith, Ptes. Cohen, Mcintosh, Bdms. 
Ingram and McKinley, Cpl. McMillan, L / Cpl. 
Forsyth. 

SQUASH. 
I t would appear that this winter we are to have 

even more competitive squash than last. In addition 
to the main B.A.O.R. inter-unit knock-out competition, 
a league tournament consisting of only three players 
per unit team instead of the normal five, and zoned 
into areas, bas a lso been introdued. 

We started the league competition by losing 2-1 
to the Queen's Royal I rish Hussars. The Commanding 
Officer was the only winner and went true to form by 
running his young opponent into the ground. How
ever since then we have beaten 94 Locating Regiment 
2- l , and so are holding our own. The main knock-out 
competition starts at the end of January and having 
only lost one member - Captain Paton - from our 
last year's victorious team which got to the Rrine 
Army Final , we look forward to a successful season. 
Whatever the result of the various competitions we 
have sufficient players to be assured of a very enjoy
able winter of squash. 

RUGBY. 
As usua l, we began training in September, but our 

numbers dwindled somewhat due to the schemes 
which came up. However, after a ll exercises were over, 

we restarted and almost immediately had a game. 
Altogether, we played five matches and a short 
resume of each follows:-

v. The Cameronians, at Hohne, on October 19th. 
Result: 9-6. An enjoyable game for the first one and 
we won by three tries to a try and a penalty. Lieut. 
Scott scored two tries and left wing Manson bad a 
very good run to score one. T he serum-half, Captain 
Gordon-Steward, bad a good game and was helped 
by Captain Raitt and 2/ Lieut. Saville, both of whom 
played a bard game in the serum. 

v. Div. R.E.M.E., away. (1st round Army Cup), 
on October 22nd. Result: 0-6. The pitch was in ex
ce llent condition but somehow we took a long time 
to work together. Forwards were slow in thinking 
and backs slow in running with little determination. 
We played better after half-time, but they went ahead 
with two pena lties and we could not score. Rather 
a disappointing game, but it shows how vita l it is to a 
team to be out on the pitch at least twenty minutes 
before the kick-off to warm up. Lieut. Scott missed 
one penalty kick which was within range. 

v. 6 Fd. Regt., R.A. at home, on October 29th. 
Result: 3-11. A very enjoyable game played in 
windy conditions. Forwards took the first hal f to 
settle down but played much better in the second 
ha lf. 6 Fd. had two goals and a penalty (a little 
doubtful because of the gusty wind). Several move
ments took play up to the other end and a good for
ward rush made our only score. Captain Raitt , 2 / Lt. 
Fawcus and Cpl. Hay played bard and the whole 
team worked together in the second half very well. 

v. I S.C.L.I., at home, on November 2nd. Result: 
0-39. This was not a game at a ll. One player failed 
to turn up, one was late, and we started against a 
strong team with two men short. This unsettled every
body and we did not recover. l S.C.L.I. played fast 
open rugby and we did not see much of the play. 
Two points brought out were lack of tackling and 
falling on the ball. These are very important aspects 
of the game. 

v. I R.H.A., at home, on 16th November. Result: 
0-0. Everybody seemed to realise that a repetition 
of the game two weeks previously was undesirable 
and started the game with a really good rush. We 
never looked back. The fo rwards excelled themselves 
and Captain Raitt, 2 / Lieut. Saville and L / Cpl. Muir 
were prominent in the loose mauls. They gained 
possession of the ball frequently. 2 / Lieut. Oxley 
played one of his best games. His spoiling tactics and 
tackling were very good. Thus the suspected powerful 
backs of I R.H.A. were never allowed to run very 
far. They were no doubt surprised fJnd started to 
take the game seriously. However. we never let up, 
and on two occasions came very near to scoring. A 
good open game in which every man played well and 
we deserved a draw. A good note for our last game 
to end on. 

On November 6th, Lieut. Scott went away for 
five da ys to play for B.A.O.R. against the Frankfurt 
1880 Club. The German standard of refereeing is 
very bad compared to our own and it was indeed 
fo rtunate the opposing team was equa lly bad. 
B.A.O.R. won 36-3. 

O n November 25th, a Brigade Trial took place 
a nd the Regiment was represented by th ree players. 
Lieut. Scott, Captain Raitt and 2 / Lieut. Saville were 
playing a nd 2/ Lieut. Oxley was a reserve. As a result 
the tree players were chosen to represent the Brigade 
in two matches. The fi rst. against Corps. R.E.M.E .. 
was capta ined by Lieut. Scott. and the forwards were 
led by Captain Raitt. An enjoyable game. though 
conditions were by no means ideal. All three players 
played well and the Brigade won by 14-0. T he second 
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game. against a Berlin Combined Services team was 
played in Berlin wh ile snow was fa lling. Both Ca'ptain 
Raitt and 2 / Lieut. Saville played well , a lthough both 
sustained in juries. T he former a staved finger a nd the 
latter a broken nose. However, it was more important 
to get home on leave, so 2/Lieut. Saville took hi s 
broken nose home to receive attention. T he final 
score was 5-13. 

Rugby has now ceased. due to the festive season 
and weather conditions. Field firing a t Scnnelagcr 
takes us up to the middle o f February a nd \\C hope 
to have some more games in March and possibly 
enter the Seven-a-Sides in April. With recent intakes 
we have now man y new names for Rugby and we 
ho pe we will be able to use them during the latter 
end of the season. Rugby is not really taken very 
seriously, except by some of those who play, in the 
Batta lion , but we all enjoy our games a nd have had 
a good time a fterwards, whether we win or lose! 
Long may it cont inue and ma y we soon be winning 
more than we lose ! 

The foUowing players have represen ted the Bat
talion durin~ the fi rst half of the season: -

Lieut. Scott. Capta in Raitt. 2 / Lieut. Savi lle, 
2 / Lieut. Oxley. Capta in Gordon-Steward. 2 / Lieut. 
Fawcus, Pte. Manson. Cpl. McMi llan. Lieut. Borth
wick. L/Cpl. Muir. Lieut. Bruce, Captai n Cruick
shank, Cpl. Hay, Pte. Phillip, 2 / Lieut. Ewart. 2 / Lieut. 
Shillitoe, Pte. Henderson, Lieut. Fitch, L/ Cpl. 
Burnett, and Pte. Reid 

And finally our results as up to the end of 1960-
Played, 5; Won, I ; Lost. 4; Pts. F or, 12:: Pts. 
Against, 62. 

BASKETBALL. 
Train ing began in September but "as interrupted 

by several schemes 111 October. However. it was sub
sequen tl y resumed for those wbo were keen to turn 
up. In terest was ma intained when an Inter-Company 
comp_e~ition was . drawn up. Companies then began 
practtsmg on thetr own and thus more players took 
part and the sta ndard improved. Below the draw is 
set out. 

The curtailing of unit transport has been unfor
tunate as a ll outside games have had to be cancelled 
as we could not go anywhere a nd no body could come 
to us. We managed to play twice against a tea m from 
94 Loc. Regt. Although we lost both games. the 
second one was very close. T wo players have been 
playing regularl y over two seasons now a nd they are 
C / Sgt. Willi ams a nd Pte. Leckenby. Pte. Frost, too, 
has played a lot and we are glad to sec " him" back 
from the Training Depot just in time to complete " B" 
Company Team! 

At the moment the Gymnasium is being used for 
various parties. But we are practisi ng down in Good
wood Barracks. The fina l for the Inter-company 
competition takes place on T hursday. 29th December. 
between " B" and " D" Companies. 

Fin~lly, we say good-bye to C.S.M. l. Barry. who 
leaves 111 early January. He has been a great help in 
the Gymnasium and his co-operat ion has been very 
valuable. We wish hi m luck in his new job, wherever 
it may be, and thank him for a ll his work. 

DRAW FOR INTER-COMPANY COMPETiTION. 
1st Round - "C' Company v. A. Company: H.Q. 

Iii) v. ' ·B" Company. Semi-Finai- " A'" Company v. 
"B" Company; H.Q. (i) v. " D" Company. F ina l- " B" 
Company v. "D" Company. Winner - " B' Company. 

''B" Company were good winners as they played 
a fast game with good accurate shooting by Pte. 
Frost. " D" Company bad relied on long shots, but 

were not always accurate enough. T hey were also 
unfortunate in that L /Cpl. Simpson was not at h is 
best, as be bad just recovered (rom influenza. 

The Comanding Officer presented the prizes to 
Lieut. A. N. M. Scott and h is team. 

'·A" COMPANY. 
We ended our last notes by saying that we bad 

drawn our winter clothing and it was not to be long 
before it was put to good use. 

At the beginning of October "A'" Company grouped 
with " R " Squadron of the Queens Royal Irish Hus
sars to act as part of an enemy group to oppose II 
Infantry Brigade on Exercise Pheasa nt T a il. The move 
down ,to the exercise area went reasonably smooth 
and on arriva l we were all in good heart. We concen
trated in a large wood not far from the banks of the 
River Weser, which we had been ordered to cross in 
the initial phase of the E xercise. The weather certainly 
turned foul on us and we had three days non·stop 
rain to contend with; everyone became impa tient for 
"battle to commence." The Exercise started with the 
Company crossing the Wese r in Assault Boa ts late 
one afternoon. This was both haza rdous and enter
taining as the downpour o f rain had put the r iver in 
quite a fiery spate. All the Company got ashore with 
dry feet despite many moments of doubt. After clear
ing the far bank of enemy "watch and ward" parties 
we pressed on to ho ld a high hili feature about a 
mile on the far side of the river. By this time da rk
ness bad fa llen and a cold penetrating wind had 
sprung up. Eventually the Royal Engineers were able 
to construct a bridge and a heavy fe rry across the 
river and the Tanks and A.P.C.'s came across to 
" marry up'' with the frozen P.EI.I. but not before 
patrols of " A' Company and a platoon from " D" 
Company, wh ich was attached to us for the Exercise, 
had destroyed a number 9f enemy T a nks. 

The remainder of the firs t night was taken up in 
the adva nce on the enemy ma in posi tions which were 
on a h igh feature some distance from the river bank. 
With the exception of I Pla toon the advance was on 
wheels. I Platoon marched on to sec ure a vita l cross 
road position close to the enemy, of which we will 
write more later. 

The following day saw a great dea l of activity 
which started with the Coy. less I Platoon being ordered 
to move by foot onto a ridge occupied by the enemy. 
T his operation was successfully accomplished with
out the enemy knowing of our whereabouts. Despi te 
the approach to the ridge bein g long, steep and thick ly 
wooded, to say nothing of the s lippery surface due 
to the downpour of rain, the Company managed to 
get its t-ton truck onto the ridge. G reat credit must 
be given to Pte. Smith. who drove fearlessly, and to 
gangs of men who laboured in the most a ppa lling con
ditions to get the champ ·'c".er the bump." Once on 
top a message was sent back to our A.P.C. T roop 
Leader giving h im our position. to which he replied, 
"Good, I wi ll join yo u now." This remark beard by 
all near the wireless set "brought the house down" 
and prompted Captain Sma rt to rep ly by offering a 
bet of £20 to a bott le o f whisky that he couldn't bring 
his A.P.C.'s to within 50 yards of us. The Troop 
Leader must have re-checked our map reference as 
the bet was not accepted. 

lt was at this stage that L / C pl. H arper the Com
pany Commander's signaller. had to pack ~P- He had 
had a fever for about 12 hours and had not mentioned 
it to a nybody. He had been his usua l efficient a nd 
cheerful self righ t up to the moment we reached the 
ridge a~d had reported our position. Then and only 
then, dtd he revea l hts secret and asked if be could 
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ret ire from the Exercise. H e made his way down the 
hill to where an A.P.C. bad been to ld to meet him, 
and collapsed. L / Cpl. Harper was evacuated to H os
pital but was soon full y fit to rejoin the Batta lion. 
His behaviour was of the highest order and typified 
the outlook of all the T roop on this Exercise. 

Before last light the Company moved down the 
far side of the ridge and into the e nemy held va lley 
with the object of sending out patrols to create a la rm 
and despondency among the enemy. This was done 
with a great dea l of success and many enemy posi
tions were taken by surprise a nd a ttack. T he cha mp 
carried a pa trol down the main road connecting th e 
enemy positions and had inn umerable contacts with 
the unsuspecting occupants of enemy vehicles that 
they stopped. It later transpired that the enemy were 
completely baffled by our a ppearance in thei r rear 
and did not quite know our intention or strength . 
They eventually despatched a com pany to ferret us 
out but by that time we were on our way back to 
our own lines. 

We crossed over the ridge in single file with each 
man linked to a line of tape, a method which proved 
extremely successful, and eventua lly reached a small 
vi llage which was to be the R.Y. with our A.P.C. 
T roop at mid-night. F rom the beginning of the exer
cise there had been no sleep fo r anyone so we decided 
to take advantage of ha lf-a n-hours " kip" whilst wa it
ing on the A.P.C.'s to arrive. A couple of cattle sheds 
were p ut to use and everyone Jess a couple of sentries 
a nd the unfor tunate Company Commander got thei r 
heads down. Silence was complete, and had it no t been 
for the sentries stopping the A.P.C.'s on their arriva l, 
it is cer ta in that the T roop Leader would have thought 
the vi llage deserted. Q uietly we embussed and were 
taken to the H Q of '' R"' Squadron Q ueen's Royal 
Ir ish Hussars where C.Q.M.S. Williams had a ho t meal 
ready for us. T he time was now 0200 hrs. 

I t was at this stage tha t disaster nearly over-took 
us. Ru m had been issued and a considerable quantity 
was lef t over. T he Compa ny Commander thought the 
A.P.C. Commanders a nd d rivers would a ppreciate 
some so duly walked off to deliver the goods. firmly 
clutching the Rum ration. He left the farm yard, when 
food had been served, by a concrete path only to find 
(after he had crashed to the ground) that the pa th 
was in fact a m ilk lorry loading ramp. Due to the heavy 
downpour of rai n the bottle containing the Rum re
mained intact bu t the Company Commander was a 
very sorry sight. He was de lighted that the Rum had 
been saved as he dreaded the thought of what might 
have happened if he had told the Company about the 
circumstances involvi ng the loss of the Rum ration. 
Nobody would have believed him, a nd rightly so. 

Immediately after the Rum incident a very worried 
2 / Lt. Oxley reported that Pte. Stephen was m issing. 
After some thought 2/ Lt. Oxley took an A .P.C. back 
to the village where we had rested and searched the 
barns, sure enough there was Stephen lying in the 
hay fast asleep unaware of his solitude. 

Although the Com pany managed to snatch the odd 
hours sleep, first light found them in pos ition await
ing an enemy counter attack. The attack did eventu
a lly come in but it took ages to develop a nd the Jocks 
became a little impatient to get to grips with the foe. 
This attack terminated the Exercise a nd we were soon 
returning to ow1 rain sodden wood .. 

Now we must return to 1 Pla toon whom we left 
at the cross roads. T hey had an equally wet but none 
the less amusing Exercise. In itially they occupied a 
defensive position in a farm yard adjacent to the cross 
roads but. with a desire to increase their perimeter, it 
was not long before they decided to put a section) in 

the grounds of a nearby country house. As soon as 
the leading Jock got in view of the house, innumerable 
windows were opened a nd the heads of teenage gir ls 
popped out to wave and smile at the invaders. The 
J ocks were thoroughly delighted, but not so 2 /Lt. 
Fleming, the platoon Comma nder, who was soon in
formed that the inmates of the bouse were juvenile 
de linquents, includ ing a fair proportion of '·gir ls of 
the street." 

I Platoon sent out many patrols to find the enemy 
a nd on more than one occasion bad successful con
tacts. Although, in common with the rest of the Com
pany. sleep was hard to get, they were well looked 
a fte r by the German fa rmer and his staff who acted 
as perfe.ct hosts. 

After the Exercise we were unlucky to have to stay 
on for an extra day to do damage control. The rain 
continued to com e down and, odd though it may seem 
only stopped on the morning that we departed for 
Celie. 

Once back in bJ rracks we started the training cycle 
again with individual and section training interrupted 
with preparations for the Annual Administrative 
Inspection, which took place on the 15th of November. 
On the big day a ll went well and no dangers were 
d ropped. 

Since the inspection we have been doing our 
platoon tra in ing in order to prepare for Sennelager, 
which we visit for fourteen days at the beginning of 
Ja nuary 61. 

In the realms of sport there is quite a lot to report. 
F irst we will ta lk of b()xing. The novices competition 
was held in mid October and the Company d id well 
to be runners-up to " B" Company, who were worthy 
winners. We a re still not quite sure which company 
the R.M .0 . was supporting but feel that it was ratheJ.: 
odd that fourteen of our boxers were graded "unfit 
to box" before the competition began. All those who 
boxed for the Company d id very well and there \vere 
some tremendous shows of "guts ' and although, as 
re ported we were only runners-up in the competition, 
we had a very good representation in the finals. The 
names of finalists are shown below. 
Pte. Duncan 20, runner-up to P te. M urdoch (C (Sp) 

Coy), in Bantam-weight. 
Pte. Lamb won Light Welter-weight. 
Pte. Bryden, ru nner-up Light Welter-weight. 
Pte. Caird wo n Welter-weight against Pte. Morrison 

("BI'' Coy). 
Pte . Nicol 16, runner-up to Lt. Scott ("B" Coy) m 

Light M idd!e-weight. 
Pte. Clark, runner-up to Pte. McLeod ("D" Coy) in 

Middle-weight. 
Next came the open boxing compet ition, in which 

we had three represen tatives. Although only one 
won his weight, each of them put up good fights. De
tails of results are shown below. 
Pte. Costello wo n Light Welter-weight against L/ Cpl. 

Wood ("B" Coy). 
L /Cpl. G ill ies. runner-up to Bdsm. Wi ll iams (HQ 

Co'Y), in H eavy-weight. 
Pte. MacDonald 19 lost to L/ Cpl. Scott (" B" Coy) 

on Welter-weight. 
Both Pte. Costello and Pte. MacD onald 19 have 

boxed for the Battalion Team against the Queen's 
Royal Irish H ussars and both won their fight with 
considcra ble ease. 

On the 22nd of November the Inter-Company 
Cross-Country Running Competition took place, and 
"A" Company retained the Championship with the 
most convincing win. Each Company was allowed to 
enter ten runners of which the first eight home 
counted. We ae indeed proud to report that our eight 
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runners were all in the first eighteen men home; 
actual placings were as follows:-

lst Pte. Costello, 4th L / Cpl. Burnett, 5th Pte. 
Duncan 20, 7th Pte. Robertson 82, 12th Pte. Angus, 
14th Pte. Byers, 16th Pte. Bruce, 18th Pte. Davis. 

Our total points were 77 and our nearest rival was 
HQ Company with 123. 

The follo.ving members of "A" Company have 
represented the Battalion Cross Country Team 
throughout the season:- L/Cpl. Burnett, Pte. Costello, 
Pte. Duncan 20, Pte. Robertson 82, Pte. Byers, Pte. 
Angus. 

All the above have done well but we do not in tend 
to repeat what is already written in the Battalion 
Sports Notes. Let us just say that we expect even 
greater th ings from them in the future. 

The Company had a good Basketball Team which 
was traineq by C/Sgt. Williams. Unfortunately, after 
a very easy win over C (Sp) Company we were 
knocked out of Inter-Company Competillon by " B" 
Company. It was a good hard game and '·B" Com
pany were first to admit thaJ they could not say they 
had' won until the final whistle was bloWn. lt will be 
interesting too if " B" Company win the competition . 
We will just have to be patient a nd take our revenge 
next yea r. 

The following members of the Company Basket
ball Team have played for the Batta lion: - C/Sgt. 
Williams, L/Cpl. Burnett, Pte. Leckenby. 

No Inter-Company Footba ll has been played com
petitively since the last notes were written. great 
shame though it is. Gone are the days when we were 
a second class football Company. Now we can boast 
a football team second to none, which includes Ptes. 
Craven and Fleming, the two top scoring forwards of 
the ~ttalion Team which has won its \vay to the 
Semi-fina ls of the B.A.O.R. Football Cup. We have 
also got a past member of the Seaforths Regimental 
side. in the form of Pte. M cDona ld 55 who has 
recent ly joined us, and in addition have a Ba ttalion 
reserve player P te. Sinkins. Yes, we would certainly 
welcome an Inter-Company F ootba ll Competition. 
Come on Paddy, why are we waiting? 

Pte. Cargill who joined us recently has added tone 
to the Company by representing the Battalion in a 
golf meeting held at H annover. 

Little Hockey bas been played at compa ny leve l 
but we have given Lt. Oxley and Pte. Cohen to the 
Battalion Team and from all accounts they have both 
had good games. and have upheld the sporting re
putat ion of the Company. 

So much for sport, now what of the social side of 
Company life? Two socia l evenings have been held 
and were both a great success; on such occasion there 
was a strong married fa milies representation, which 
helped the evening to go with a swing. As usua l the 
wives of the company produced the '"eats" a nd these 
were greatly enjoyed by everybody. 

The Company Smoker was held in a German 
Pub, well away from civilisation, on the 16th of 
November. The meal provided was as excellent as the 
beer was ample. A good time was indeed had by a ll, 
a fact which could be gathered from a re-play of a 
tape recording of the entire proceedings. Pte. 
McAskill and his skiffle group provided the music to 
which a number of soloists sang their many songs. 
Pte. McKenzie who bad just joined the Company 
and who, as a civilian had his own band, sang " Rock 
·n Roll" songs most professiona lly and was, together 
with Pte. Edwards whQ gave an excellent exhi bition of 
Scottish Dancing, the star performer of the evening. 
Unfortunately Pte. McAskill has recently left us for 
civilian life and Pte. McKenzie has been grabbed by 
the Military Band. What losses they are. Although 

very sorry to see McKenzie go, the departure of Pte. 
McAskill was a grea t blow. H e bad been with the 
Company a long time and was one of the most 
pol)ular J ocks in it. We heard from him at Christmas 
ti me when we received a card wishing " Dicky" and 
the " Boys·· all the best for Christmas and the New 
Year. Good luck. McAskilJ in yo ur new job, but if 
you ever feel the urge to sign on aga in don't forget 
to return to " A" Company. 

Just before Christmas the Company hired two 
buses from the P .R.l. and sent a mixed party of 
fami lies and Jocks to have a shopping spree in· Han
nover. The expedition was a great success if one is to 
judge by a photograph produced by a soldier in the 
Company, which was ta ken inside a German Pub, and 
showed the wives of o ur Company " high heid yins" 
sitting at a table over a pile of beer bottles. This 
photograph caused quite a stir when presented to OC 
Company after a long Company Office session. One 
wonders if anybody else was on the mat that day! 

The Company had its own bar at Christmas and 
New Year. The motif for the bar was an "English 
Inn." Pte. Robert son 82 set to work with a batch of 
skilled labourers and they erected mock beams in two 
rooms which were to become the Public Bar and 
Lounge. Pte. Rennie worked wonders in drawing in
numerable murals with chalk, many of which were ex
tre:11eJy amusing. The complete effect was excellent and 
a lthough the bar was called 'The Undertakers Arms; · 
and the bar itself and several tables were in the 
shape of coffins. the atmosphere was most light 
hearted. We hope to keep the bar as a permanent 
fixture in the Company lines for similar occasions in 
the futu re. 

No notes would be complete without a word on 
hatches, matches and despatches. Alas we report onl y 
one match, gratefully a nnounce no despatches, but 
make up for it when we come to hatches. We have 
had a spate of baby boys f rom Captain and Mrs 
Cruickshank, C.S.M . and Mrs Brown, L/Cpl. and Mrs 
Gillies, and also from Pte. and Mrs Martin. The 
only baby girl has to be credited to L/Cpl. and M rs 
Riley of which the husband boasts quite openly, say
ing he is the "only real man of the Compa ny." Well, 
we will have to wa it and see; the next issue of these 
notes may well prove him to be wrong, as another 
spate of hatches are due in the very near future. 

Well, that's the news for now. Next quarter looks 
as if it could be very interesting so don·t forget to 
.. read a n a bout it" in the " A" Compa ny Notes . 

"B" COMPANY. 
This quarter has been a n interesting one with the 

main topic being the Annua l Administrative Inspec
tion . This took place on November J 5th and the In
specting Officer was our own Brigadier " Jock'· of 
Bde. After some cold rehearsa ls we had a 
sunny morning and an excellent parade. " B" Coy. 
was chosen to be escort to the Colours and with s uch 
a n honour bestowed on us we had several hard re
hearsals. But no hitch occurred and the Colours were 
duly delivered without incident, to the Officers' Mess. 
The day went well and the inspecting officer and staff 
had an excellent lunch in the Officers' Mess before 
finishing their afternoon . The Report was most com
plimentary and we shall have to work hard in 1961 
to earn similar praise. 

The individual training period is always a difficult 
one with much distraction on the work. However, 
with a lot more soldiers now, we have many more to 
train. The "Coy." on pa rade in the morning now 
looks less like a mere Pl. of men ; although one of our 
Pis. has had to move up to a block in "C" Coy. Jines. 
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Duties do not come round so often now and we have 
a good tu rnout for trai ning. 

After various victories in the fie ld and sporting 
world a Coy. Smoker was held away from Barracks 
on November 4th. Everybody was transported up 
there and back a nd a fi rst class meal was la id on. A 
considerable amount of drink was consumed a nd a 
riotous evening was had by everybody, Our thanks to 
those who so successfu lly arranged the evening and 
to all those who, in one way o r another, provided ex
cellent enterta inment. We hope to have many more 
in t}U: year to come. 

Ap:~rt from individual traininl! we have had the 
odd commitment. On November 25th . Lt. Scott a nd 
Sgt. Cameron s Pl. went up to Rheinsahelen Camp to 
take part in a Compass testing tria l. After a little 
de lay- of two hours!- we finally got started and it 
mainly consisted of ta ki ng bearings on the same ob
jective f rom different angles. All results were handed 
to the " Boffins·· who were ru nning the show and we 
heard nothing more. But the fina l results showed that 
the average soldier is amazingly accurate in tak ing 
a bearing. Finally a speed test was held and P te. 
Mcintosh is to be. congratulated on wi nning with a n 
error of Jess than J degree after having taken eight 
compass bearings. Well done! 

At the end of November, Lt. Scott disappeared 
on a Border Pa trol with "D" Coy. and had his first 
taste of the Border. Apparently very little happened 
but an enjoyable eveni ng was had by everybody. 
.. B" Coy. are due tc do the next Pat rol sometime in 
the New Year. 

Two things in the Coy. Office. F irstly a few words 
m ust be said a bout our new gadget, the presence of 
which many may still not know a bout. Our two 
O ffices are connected by an "intercomm" system. 
T his is a great ti me saver and the fi rst of its kind in 
the Bn. At the moment we have only one outstafion 
but in time we hope the Pl. Cmds. and C.Q.M.S. will 
purchase their own! One d rawback- for the Coy. 
Office only! They can be overheard whereas those in 
the Coy. Comd·s. Office cannot. Eieware, ali entrants 
to " B" Coy. Office!! Secondly we now have a Coy. 
Photograph A!bum star ted this quarter. We hope to 
record some outstandi ng occasions and events in 
photography so that we may gradua lly build up a 
few albums and have some history of the Coy's. 
ach ievements. As always we have been playing a lo t 
of sport and with a fair amount of success. 

At the end of October the Novices Boxing Competi
t ion took place a nd was won by " B" Coy. by a large 
margin of points. Nearly every fit ma n put his name 
in and we fielded a strong team. T his was most grati
fying as we had few experienced boxers a nd it says 
m ucn for the spirit of the Coy. T h is was most notice
able during the bouts when lack of skill was more 
than comr>ensated by aggression and hard hitting. 
Even when two members of the Coy. found them
selves d rawn against each other there was no quarter 
asked or given. As a result we won the Boxing Cup 
by a margin of 40 pts. 

I t is difficul t to single out particular bouts from 
such a large number of hard fought contests, but I 
th ink everyone will remember the final of the light 
heavy-weight class in which L/C. H oddy (HQ Coy.) 
beat 2/ Lt. Fawcus after both had fought each other 
to a standstill. L/C. McDonald also had a memorable 
contest with Pte. Duncan ("A" Coy.) and there were 
many others which only space precludes from men
tioning. Lt. Scott is to be congratulated on winning 
his weight at his first attempt though I think he would 
be the fi rst to admit that he had a very easy passage. 
We look forward to seeing him repeat the perfor-

man<;e next year. Others to be congratulated are 2 / Lt. 
Saville and Pte. Masson for reach ing the fina ls before 
losing close decisions, Pte. Lobban for fighting his way 
through a very hard series of bouts before finally 
being beaten, and Pte. Stewart for some hard punching 
before losing to an awkward and taller opponent. 

Pte. Lobban's spirited performances earned him 
the honour of accepting the Cup from the Command
ing Officer. 

The Boxing Cup is always a satisfyi ng trophy to 
win because it involves the complete Coy. and every
one plays a part towards winning it. Next year we 
hope to retain it by just as large a margin . Perhaps 
the Coy. Commander as referee will have even more 
birds eye views of our challengers! 
Inter-Coy. Hockey Competition. 

On November 3rd we played H Q Coy., cons1stmg 
mainly of Mil. Band players, in the fina l of the com
petition. We had managed to get a few practices in 
beforehand and fie lded a good team. Early on we 
bad several promisinl! movements and we scored the 
fi~st goa l through Lt. Scott. H Q came back hard and 
scored, through a fault in our defence, almost im
mediately and 10 minutes later they scored again be
cause of a bad clearance. Twice in the second ha lf 
we came near to scoring but we could not. HQ scored 
in a final goal near full time and thus won 3-1. Well 
done H Q Coy. and of course "B" Coy., especially 
Cpl. Fraser and L/ C's Baillie and McDonald. 

Lt. Scott then disappeared to Frankfurt to play 
Rugby for a week and apparently having won the 
game the players then decided to increase their 
knowledge of one of Germany's most fasc inating 
cities! Not long afterwards the Coy. Comd., Captain 
C. J. D. Gordon-Steward, went on a boxing officials 
course and was graded a n Army Boxing Referee Class 
l ll, congratulations to both! 
-Cross-Country. 

The Bn. Cross-Country race took place on a murky 
day on Scheuen Trg. Area and what a race it was. We 
had qu ite a reasonable team that ran together rather 
tha n individually. T he Coy. Comd., Capt. Gordon
Steward came in at No. 10 the fi rst of the Coy., with 
Pte. Gardner at 12, Lt. Scott at 17 and Pte. Dey 18. 
We ended up in 3rd position with "A' Coy. the over
a ll winners. Well done "A" Coy. for the second year 
in succession. Since then Pte. Davidson 308 has been 
running in the Bn. Cross-Country Team and training 
every afternoon. 
Football. 

We have three members, who are playing regularly 
for the Bn., in Smith 99, Geddes and Logan and two 
players, Forbes 79 and Reid 67, have played on 
occasions. As the Bn. are now in the B.A.O.R. Semi
F inal they are on fu ll-time training and we see little 
of them. H owever, we do hear their names regularly 
on the wireless when the Regiment is p~aying. 

An Inter Pl. competition has been devised to 
stimulate interest during this period of training and 
consists of competitions between P is., in both working 
and sporting events. A thermometer graph is kept and 
at the moment 3 Pl. are in the lead. 

We did we ll in the Basketball competitions and 
beat " D" Coy. in the fina l by 38-21. A good victory 
and another T rophy to the Company. Everybody had 
a good game and P te. Frost scored the goals to give 
us a good leaq iq the first half. From then on we 
never looked back. T"e team was L t. Scott, C /Sgt. 
Stephenson, Sgt. Fraser, Cpls. McMillan, Henderson , 
Ptes. Frost, McAskill, Mundie 11, and Shand. 

Two members of the Coy., Lt. Scott and 2 / Lt. 
Saville represented the Bde. at rugby in two matches 
against 1 Corps and Berlin Combined Services. The 
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Bde. won the former and lost the latter. The latter 
player has departed on leave with a broken nose and 
we hope he has had time to have it attended to whilst 
on leave. 

The shortage of petrol, at the moment, has cur
tailed the use of our transport but L/ Cpl. Henderson 
and Pte. Crabb have been away on a Humber Course 
and are now fit to take ove rour Armd. I tonner 
wh ich arrives in the Coy. on Jan uary 4th. 
Beer Bar 

Like last year each Coy. is building it 's own Bar, 
but this time a draw took place to decide what kind 
of Bar each Coy. should produce. We drew a "Scot
tish Pub"· and have worked accordingly. The en
thusiasm of the Coy. has been very good and soon 
things began to take shape. L /Cpl. Clark looked after 
the electricity, Ptes. C ruickshank and Greig took up 
interior decorating, very successfully, a nd Gordon 
and Mundie 81, as last year, looked after the construc
tion. Helped, of course, by severa l keen and hard 
workers. It is now practica lly completed a nd already 
has been in use with a great amount of success. One 
or two adj ustments and changes and we are ready for 
the judging on Hogmaoay by the Commanding 
Officer. Ma in credit goes to our jovial C.S.M. who has 
always produced ideas at the right moment and tO' the 
workers, but pra ise must be given to Sgt. Cameron 
who has successfu lly reproduced excellent likenesses 
of " Bonnie Prince Charlie" and the " Forth Railway 
Bridge."' Anyway whatever the result of the competi
tion \\,e now have a very comfortable and pleasant 
permanent place to adjourn to when we want a Coy. 
social or something similar. 

P.S.- We have now won the competition. 
And finally we say goodbye to Ptes. O'Dea and 

King to the Officers' Mess. Pte. Hossack to "C" Coy. 
We wish them luck in their new Coys. 

Congratulations, too, to Pte. and Mrs Wallace on 
the birth of a baby boy. Many new faces have 
appeared recent ly in the Coy. and to those soldiers 
we give a welcome a nd hope they enjoy their stay 
with the Bn. 

"Auf Wiedersehen" for the present and Jet's hope 
the he::tdaches present at the moment of writing have 
all gone by the time of publication. 

"C" (SP.) COMPAN Y. 
This Company is now rivalling H.Q. Company in 

the number of sub-departments it manages. 
The M.T . and R.E.M.E. mechanics are revelling 

under a _shortage of petrol. Vehicles once repaired 
stay repa tred and clean ones can't become dirty. T he 
Mortar Platoon under Lieut. Bruce li ve in a technica l 
world of their own. at least they think so. Sgt. Cossar 
and his Assault Pioneers play with bangs. booby
traps (mostl y to stop the Company flag being mis
a ppropriated), and boats. 

The Training Department, Lieut. Borthwick and 
Sgt. Lowe, has been run ni ng " introductory courses" 
for new arrivals, of which there have been many 
recently, with still more to come. Also other units, 
and remember we are a lone infantry un it in a land 
of tanks and artillery, have been tau~ht Hythe's latest. 
Sgt. Lowe's F irst Aid course for officers caused a bit 
of a stir and proved that realistic tra ining causes 
unexpected results. We have our quota of athletes 
who can be seen dai ly in their track suits. Pte. Harley 
captains the Battalion football team and Pte. Farquhar 
keeps goal. Cpl. Gillies, Pte. Murdoch a nd Pte. 
Gibbon, being boxers, wear d ifferent co loured suits. 
Sgt. Arthur can be seen most days refereeing either 
footba ll or basketball. 

The Company drank the N ew Year in in the 
Company " Dug-O ut," constructed, but naturally, by 
Sgt. Cossar and his men . L/ Cpl. Buchan did very 
good business behind the bar and sent everyone away 
happy. We a re waiting now for C.S.M. Rose to come 
back from his Dri ll Course. Beware, you M .T. 
drivers ! Find some petro l and you might have a 
chance! 

WEAPON T RAIN ING. 
Mr. Borthwick's little empire is not as well known 

as it l]light be and people are inclined to forget their 
friendly welcome into the Battalion on a rriving into 
"C" (SP) Company. Let me re-introduce the cast to 
you once more. 

Hidden away in an office somewhere near Bat
talion H .Q. too near, is the general complaint, Mr. 
Borthwick can be found sitting behind his desk but, 
alas. no longer behind his natural camouflage! 
Never go into that office unless you have to because 
you will fall into a deadly trap. The sleepy-lookine. 
officer will show little or no reaction, but th rough his 
inter-communicating door the plan is taking shape. A 
short little figure, whose li keness to an American 
gangster is terrifying, as is his voice, (ask any o( the 
draft, especially that one some time last October) 
will rise and complete the pincer movement. Th~ 
unsuspecting visitor will never bea r C.S.M. Coggle 
enter the door behind him - at which moment the 
afore-mentioned officer springs to life and shoots a 
barrage of questions a t the person in fron t. No time 
for an answer ; just a terrifying growl from behi nd. 
It is seldom the visitor stays long. 

Meanwhile up the other end of the camp two 
figures or maybe three will be found in "C" (Sp.) 
Company wiping tears from their eyes. These are not 
the Weapon Training Officer's little children, but Cpl. 
Snook, L / Cpls. Buchan and F eechan suffering from 
a turn of Sgt. Lowe's unending humour. Some of his 
jokes are definitely not for recruits. So convincing 
was one of his statements that a former W.T.O. once 
went to Company stores, on Sgt. Lowe's instructions, 
of course, to draw knee muffs, as winters in B.A.O.R. 
can be very cold. How disappointed be was when the 
storeman told him they had all been issued out - be 
suggested the Q.M.'s demob. store. At this point
no names, no pack drill - the officer smelt a rat and 
realised something was on. Lastly, if "A" Company 
hear rumbles and grunts coming from their vaults, it's 
the W.T. storeman, Pte. Robertson, just letting off 
steam having counted the number of empty cases 
corresponding to his num ber on his I.D. Card. He 
spends so much time in "the den" that one of these 
days he wi ll have to get decon taminated as Major 
Duncan's " Funnies" nuclear store is next door. The 
notice outside the door states quite clearly "No 
loitering." Robertson 's dy ing for the day to see 
what she looks like when she does. 

All good things must come to an end and shortly 
we lose C.S.M. Coggle, to whom we wish all the best 
in his new role a nd we hope he'll pop in and see us 
occasionally. Sgt. Firth is welcomed into the fo ld and 
Sgt. Lowe is already cooking up an init iation cere
mony for him: " Watch out, Stan." Mr. Graham 
arrives to take over Mr. Borthwick's job - poor 
chap. Last seen he too had a moustache, I wonder how 
long that will last. When he arrives he will be wel
comed with full tribal honours and presented with a 
bead necklace made of only too rare empty .22 cases. 
(Don't tell the Q.M.) 

A new notice will be on show outside the W .T. 
office soon : -

"If you want a laugh, just join this staff.'' 
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3-INCH MORTAR PLATOON NOTES. 
On account of the presen t lack of petrol, the 

Platoon would be well suited for the 1914- 18 type of 
war, remaining in a static position for an immeasur
able time, wa iting for the Quartermaster to b ring up 
the rations. 

H owever, this sta te of immobility has enabled us 
to q ualify over 75 per cent. of the Platoon as trai ned 
mortarmen. This is due to the bard work of Sgt. 
Arthur, newly promoted, L/C pls. Smi th and 
Scratcher, a lso quite recen tl y promoted. Well done! 
With luck we should go to Sennelager with a full y 
trained platoon. 

On the social side o f "Tube Life," a very enjoy
a b!e week-end was spen t down at our old haunt, Spa n
genbu rg. The Pla toon, together with piper and dog 
"Fruich ," descended once agai n in the small bus. 
Within m inutes of debussing. our arriva l was an
nounced by the sound of the pipes drifting down off 
the castle battlements to the village beneath. Whether 
or not the natives d isliked the droninl! initially we 
don' t know, but a fter about a minute o f playing the 
fire a larm suddenly went o ff in the town and the 
natives rushed up to fin d ou t whether ~e meant war 
or peace. 

It was clearly o bvious within a few minutes that 
we meant no war, a nd in the evening much fra ternis
ing was do ne with the natives, who by then seemed 
quite charmed by our c ult. 

On returning to bar racks, the platoo n comma nder 
did his best to recruit a German into the Regiment. 
However, when the Adjutant discovered the German's 
inability to speak the nat ive tongue, he was sadly 
disill usio ned a nd lost his £ 1 recruiting fee a nd men
tion in B.R .Os. 

ln sport we must congratulate Pte. Ha rley again 
whose football team scores more points than the 
rugger team. Let's ho pe be gets his team to Aldersbo t 
anj wins the Army C up. Pte. Gibbo n appears to 
spend ha lf h is time in a track su it tra ini ng for boxing 
a nd the other half in the hospital bus between Celie 
and Han nover, as a result of all his hard training. 
Some day he may strike a happy medium . Ptes. 
Bennett, Ritchie a nd Warden (brother o f a former 
well-known mortarman) have been seen o n o ne occa
sion actually ri ding a horse. Their remarks on first 
pursui ng this sport are, however. unprin table. 

Within the Pla toon itself the spider has now 
changed his web and has transported it bodi ly to the 
Sto res where he weaves lOS's and 300's continuously 
for all who come into his parlo ur. 

L /Cpl. H ay has returned from Netheravon and 
is now heard ta lking incessantly a bout A40's. Beaten 
Zones, new mortars a nd the pubs he visited there. 

T o the Platoon we welcome " Da vid and Goliath ," 
Ptes. Wilson and Smi th. Wa rden, whom we know 
quite a bit about. Pratt. who bas just a rrived , and 
bas done a bit of mortaring before with the T.A .. 
and. most recent of the lot, P tes. Bremner, Johnston 
35, MacDonald 7 1. from the Seaforth's, whom, in 
fact, we fired with in friendl y riva lrv at Putlos last 
year. Let's hope they a ll enjoy their stay with the 
Platoon and help us to keep up o ur standard o f drill s. 

l t is wi th great regret that we ha ve sa id good-bye 
to Pte. Brian G ibbons. who b roke h is leg playing 
football. He is a sad loss to the Pla toon, and we 
wi ll remember him no t o nl y as a good sportsman 
and mortarman but as a grea t personality. We have 
heard that he is making a good recovery, and even 
his crutches don't sto p h im dancing. We wish h im 
the best o f luck and a speedy recovery. 

At time of wri tin g the season of festiv ity has just 
e~oJcd and having experienced the festive spirit in 

the " Better 'Ole," which a number of mortarmen bad 
a hand in constructing, it is in fact a marvel that 
these no tes were written a t a ll. 

"D" COMPANY. 
For o nce we can begin our Company notes with 

some semblance of order, in that the firs t item of note 
in the qua rter has been a change of command. On 
Novembe r the 1st, we welcomed Major M. A. C. 
Stephen, from H.Q. Company, in p lace o f Captain 
C. M. Wolfe Murray, who has left us for civilian life. 
On the 17th November, the Company bad a social 
evening, at which we bade farewe ll to Captain and 
Mrs. Wolfe Murray. Our best wishes go to them in 
thei r new life. 

With the increase in numbers we have fi lled out 
to three reasonably sized p latoons, and our strength 
is now about the hundred mark. Wi th the end of the 
big exercise period we are now concentrating on in
divid ual, section and platoon training, in preparation 
for our stay at the All Arms Trai ni ng Centre at 
Sennelager, beginni ng 4 th February, and under the 
hawk eye of Major Stephen , o ur da ys are varied with 
route marches a nd the odd night exercise, on Scheuen 
training area. 

In the .22 world. we have won both our matches 
against "A" Company and soon come up against stiff 
opposition against H.Q. I T eam. 

We have had varied success in sport, best effort 
being basketball, where we got as far as the finals 
against " B" C ompany, who gave us a severe drub
bing wi th a magni ficent display of teamwork and 
accura te shooting. (Our team please note !!) 
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At the moment, in the chill grey of Jan uary, all 
ra nks are recovering from an exceptiona lly hectic 
Christmas and New Year. An enormous quantity of 
food and drink was consumed throu ~hout the week 
and a happy climax was reached on Hogmanay night 
when the Inter-Company Bar Competition was held. 
Our own effort was a French Bistro and when Colonel 
Stehr. R.A.S.C .. and the Commanding Officer came 
round to judge, it resembled a VERY low Paris 
"dive." Weird a nd wonderful were the beatnik types 
who suddenly blossomed forth in their bedraggled 
plumage. When Mme. Macrae, the tart of Mont
martre, propositioned the Padre, things rea ll y hej!an 
to go with a swing! We shared first prize with " B" 
Company, a nd a hea rt y vote of thanks is due to those 
who put in such a lot of tremendously hard work, to 
Cpls. Wilson and Rennie (barmen), L/ Cpls. Deans 
a nd Meston, and Ptes. Shaw, Humphreys, McDonald 
80, a nd the many others who did the donkey wo rk
Well done!! 

We welcome the following into the Company: 
Ptes. Cameron, Chalmers, Duncan 70, Gordon, 
Gregor, McNeill, Petrie, Reid 93, Ro bson, Smith 98, 
Stewart 12, Taylor 79, T homson 02, Young 05, and 
especia lly Carswell , Smith and Scott, who have just 
joined from 1st Seaforth - we hope the re-hadging 
process wi ll not be unduly difficult for them and that 
they will soon become Gordons in every way. Pte. 
Boag left us for civi lian life at the end of the year
we trust the Belgian railways didn't prevent him f rom 
getting home for Hogmanay. 

H.Q. COMPANY. 
At the beginning of November Major Stephen left 

the Company to become Company Commander of 
"D" Company and in his place Captain Raitt took 
over command of what must surely be one of the 
most heterogenous bodies of men in the British Army. 

Such a variety of characters and employments, 
varying from farm labourers to shopkeepers, and car
penters to bus drivers, can seldom before have ever 
been assembled together under the guise of uniform. 
The Company Commander fu lly expects one day in 
answer to his frequent questions of ·'and what's your 
job?' to receive the answer, "deep sea d iver," or 
"snake charmer," o r ever perhaps "magician ," o r 
"fruit machine vendor." We keep all sorts in this 
company and are prepared to provide an expert for 
any job anywhere-on suitable terms, of course. 

The big event of the quarter has undou btedly 
been the H .Q. Company Night Scheme - an event 
of unparalleled magnitude to launch, but one which 
provided much useful night training for the men in 

the Company. Some of these had never been out in 
the open in the da rk on operations since I dread to 
think when! However, the most rewarding aspect of 
the exercise, which took place on Scheuen train ing 
area, was the enthusiasm and keenness everyone 
showed in the en terprise and the results of the pat
rolling on a particula rly dark, moonless a nd cold 
night were most encouraging. 

"Somerski" force, under the command of C ! Sgt. 
Somers, and com prising the Sigs. and the Q.M. 
Pla toon, were enemy to "Donald" fo rce, composed 
of the Administration Platoon and any other elements 
that could be gathered up. 

The nocturnal encounters of the patrols of these 
antagonists resulted in vehicles being "blown up" -
trip flares going off a nd a fi reworks display of verey 
lights, all of which made Scheuen look like a real 
battlefield, while some of the combatants themsel' es 
bore a more warlike appearance than even the most 
spectatcular Hollywood Ma rine Corps Top Sergeant. 
Alan Ladd had nothing on Ptes. H ooper or Hall of 
the Company Stores! 

The exercise over, everyone returned to barracks 
with some crisp November night a ir in their lungs
leaving behind , incidentally, two bogged-down 3-
tonners and a Scammel which went to tow them out. 
and broke down at the first attempt to winch them 
from the " Ra nnoch Moor" type bog. The sight next 
morning when yet a further Scammel and a Matado r 
went to rescue the rescuer was quite unbelievable, 
the whole spectacle resembl ing the scene on the 
Dunkirk beaches after evacuation. 

In December the Company started to think ahead 
for the Christmas and New Year fes tivities and some 
very noble work was done by a worthy band of 
volunteers to prepare two Company bars - one for 
Christmas in the Orderly Sergeant's office, and a bri l
liant "Ju ngle" bar, prepared by Pte. H addon of the 
Company Office, C lerk of the " I" Sec., L / Cpl. Speers, 
Pipes a nd Drums, and Goddard of the Q.M. This 
"Tropicana'' bar was exotically decorated with 
t ropical plants, suitably secreted amongst which \Vere 
venomous looking tarantulas a nd o ther simi lar un
friendly beasts. 

The bars were successful enterprises socially a nd 
financially, and those who gave u p so much of their 
spare time to decorate and run them deserve the 
thanks of the Company. 

The New Year was suitably celebrated and the 
Hogmanay Dinner w~nt off welL with L / Cpl. Quade 
giving the toast to the Commanding Officer in pure 
o ratorical style, and the cooks receiving the praise of 
most for the very good dinner they produced. 

In January the Company will lose a very well
known and respected figure and a great personali ty
C.S.M. Lindores, who goes to be Recru itmg Sergeant
Major, based in Aberdeen. 

We know tha t his great enthusiasm and verve. 
together with his indom itably fie ry nature, will make 
him a great success as a recruiter, and we wish him 
the very best for his new appointment. 

In his place, C.S.M. McA uley comes over from 
" D" Company, and we welcome him to the onerous 
but none the less rewarding tasks of " H.Q." Sergeant
Major. 

M.T. PLATOON. 
The 1960 Annual Administration Inspection of the 

Batta lion Transport is over, and another chapter is 
added to the annals of the M.T. Platoon. This year 
the inspecting officer was Brigadier J. R. Holden, 
C.~.E., D .S.O., Commander of the Bde. Gp. and Soltau 
Garrison. 
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M.T. Platoon, December, 1960. 

Dee to fairly he:IVy tra ining commi tments both on 
batta lion and company level, much time a nd labour 
had to be spent on the preparation of veh icles. Need
less to say the platoon, under the guidance of the 
M.T.O. and ably assisted by the company d rivers, 
tackled the job with much vim and vigour. Vehicles 
which only a few weeks previous had resembled "old 
crocks." were so transformed the day they were 
assembled for inspection o n the main sq uare, that we 
could not help but be reminded of the " M otor Show 
at Earl's Court." The Brigadier o bvio usly, very much 
impressed by the general condition and appearance 
ofl the transport, commented on the excellence of the 
turn out. Tl)is brought smiles of s:~ tisfaction a ll round, 
plus the odd sigh of relief here a nd there. Well done, 
a II concerned! 

Trucks have now been transferred back to their 
respective companies. We feel s ure that the standard 
now attained will be in evidence whenever futu re in
spections become due. 

A recent innovation has been the replacemen t of 
four of our "soft skin" Aust ins I ton , by four 
Armoured Humbers I ton , (the R.E.M.E. vehicle 
mechanics have another name for them). On arriva l 
at the ba ttalion, the Humbers were soon objects of 
curiosity among the drivers. We would like to mention 
here that these vicious looking vehicles are not the 
on ly types of their particu lar species in capt ivity. 
Drivers are at present attending special maintena nce 
courses at the R.E.M .E. Trade Tra ining Centre in 
Duisburg. It is our intention. tha t we have sufficien t 
trained personnel available to eventually ena ble us 
to issue the vehicles to each company. 

The M .T. Driving School continues to function 
favourably. Its reputation and poularity have become 
so well known. that potential drivers from the nearby 
Ordna nce Field Park, are among the present cadre 
undergoing instruction. This and futu re cadres will 
benefit a great deal from the knowledge of modern 
methods ga ined by L /Cpl. Duguid who recently 
attended a d riving instructor's course at the M.T. 
School, Bardon. 

We were grateful to the German Road Safety 
Council. who sent an examiner a lo ng to us, equipped 
with a weird and wonderful machine. This machine 
tested a driver's reaction to the numerous present day 
hazards, etc., which confront him on the roads. As 
po ints were awarded while the test was in progress, 
the examiner was quite enthusiastic about the high 
percentage the majority of d rivers had received when 
the final check. was made. 

Due to two recent reductions in the petrol alloca
tion to uni ts in B.A.O.R., strictest economy is now the 
order of the day. As the winter train ing programme 
is almost upon us, it appears that petrol will bccom~;; 
the life blood of the battalion or one tra nsfusion each 
week per vehicle. On being informed of the tota l 
amount of our last monthly allocation, the M.T.O. 
was heard to utter words to the effect that the sensible 
thing to do would be to fi ll everybody's cigarette 
ligh ter. lock a ll transport in the garages and send the 
drivers o n leave. Our hope now is that the days of 
" Fill her up mate!·· are not too far distant. 

Not being so lely addicted to the transport of men 
and materials, spo rt is also one of the predominate ac
tivities within the p latoon. Names like Cpl. G illies (box-
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ing), Ptes. Mathewson a nd F arquhar (football), to 
mention a few. are well known battalion representa
ti ves. Trying to add his name to this sporting frater
nity. may we mention again. in the blue corner, 
·'Sputnik .'" He became the battalion novices bantam
weight champion. when in the finals he decisively beat 
his opponent by putt ing him into orbit in the first 
round. T o "Sputnik'' we offer our congratulations and 
absolute respect. 

P.E. Tests were carried out during the month of 
November. The "nine mile bash'" put its usual quota 
of drivers "off the road," the remedy in th is case called 
for first aid from the medical fitters as opposed to 
light aid fro m the vehicle fitters. 

L/ Cpl. Johnston has completed a fi rst aid course 
with 28 Fd. Amb. a t Hahne. He was awarded a "C" 
grading. Being employed in the tool store, be can 
often be seen checking his tool kit, his being the box 
with a red cross painted on it. 

Finally, a word of advice, make s ure that every
thing on a vehicle is ti ght- except the dri ver. 

SIGNAL PLATOON. 
At last the unbelievable- the impossible- has 

happened. We have received our new radio sets. Jn 
December, like a crowd of youngsters about to get our 
Christmas presents, we unpacked the la rge mysterious 
looking crates, which had been held under such close 
lock a nd key in the Q.M 's. store. Lo and behold we 
discovered what we had once come to believe we 
would never really see - the new range of Bri tish 
Army rad ios. But this time there was no deny ing it. 
There they were, shining, glistening - just rad iating 
radio waves and looking efficient and impressive in 
their solid. substantial , thick green metal cases with 
the precision engineered d ials a nd switches giving 
them all a most complicated and complex appeara nce, 
although in fact they rea lly are not at a ll difficult to 
work comp::~ red with the 62 set. These sets which are 
all in the new very high frequency range, 
provided the best possible beginning for the N ew 
Year a nd the new cadre which has also just com
menced. 

The sets are a vast improvement on the o ld 
types, the 3 1 and the 62, although we will still have to 
tra in on the latter for some time-at a ny rate until 
new portable set comes out. Speech repro
duction on both sets is extremely clear and the el imi
nation of the need for netting makes the job of the 
operator much easier tha n hitherto. However, there 
is the great disadvan tage that if something does go 
wrong with the set the operator is neither a ble nor 
a llowed to effect a ny repairs- a situation which could 
indeed be s~rious in action if replacement or repair 
teams were not readily available. 

During the last quarter two skywave exercises were 
held- one in the area of the Weser and one aro und 
Hi ldeshci n. The latter was a great success, despite the 
to rrential downpour of the fi rst day - but even th is 
had its adva ntages, for it forced everyone to use some 
perso nal initiative and acquire comfortable billets in 
barns, houses or even, in L/Cpl. Nicol 's case. inside 
a convent! We understand that all this station's calls 
of "H ow do you hear me·· were not directed thro ugh 
the microphone! 

L / Cpl. Lindsay·s station was comforta bly set up 
in the burgomaster's bouse of one village while L /Cpl. 
Sutherland had electric light laid on in his station's 
barn. As for the Pla toon H eadq uarters, it resembled 
more a n aquatic command post of frogmen! It was 
flooded out on the first day, whilst on the second, 

after having moved to a nother village, it was flooded 
out again. 

ow everyone kn()ws what is meant by the 
phrase fully tropicalised! 

The platoon has increased in numbers consider
ably. with the arriva l of the new cadre- this time a 
predominantly regular one. We welcome to the 
platoon Ptes. Aird , Anderson, Brown, Bettrell, Bruce, 
Cargill,' Davidson, D uncan, F raser, Gibbon, Gillespie, 
Innes Johnston. Mitchell, Paterson, Petrie, Sangster 
and Woolridge. T ogether with these we welcome four 
signallers from the 1st Seaforth, Pte~ . . qineen, En~
lisb McLean and Small, who are JOtmng us until 
they complete their National Service in August. 

Their experience with the new sets will be 
most valuable and we hope that thei r transi tion from 
M unstcr to here proves to be both useful and reward
ing to them and to us. 

During the last quarter a number of promotions 
have taken place, and we congra tula te L / Cpls. 
Sutherland, Sulley and H iggins on their new ranks. 
Pte. Manson has now taken over the stores and L /Cpl. 
Ha rper has gone on the R.S.I .'s course at H ythe. 
L/ Cpls. Forsyth and Ryder have just completed a 
5-weeks course at H ytbe and are both to be con
gratulated on the exceUent resu lts achieved. 

QUARTERMASTERS' D EPARTMENT. 
Resigning myself to receivi ng a certain amount of 

abuse, not to mention a court case or two, for my last 
attempt a t "Tiger and Sphinx" notes, I was recen tly 
pleased to be the recipient of a little encouragement. 1 
was a lso approached with a "Gift'' of sweets from Bob 
Marshall and Alec. Cormack for a mention in the 
next publication. 

Once more, tongue in cheek, l take pen to paper 
to report the innermost secrets of the exclusive 
"Q.M'S." 

As is c ustoma ry we first of a ll extend a hand of 
welcome to Pte. H orne, Pte. M.ickey (M ouse) Bremner 
a nd the new Seaforth intake. Pte. Hutton, to the 
Pioneer Shop. Seconded from ·'A" Coy. we are glad 
to receive the services of C / Sgt. G ee. Whi lst f rom the 
R.A.O.C. Depot we receive Pte. Ron Payne to the 
Tailor's Shop. Wishing to g ive Ron a warm welcome 
to the sta ff Ptes. G oddard and Briggs took him under 
the ir wing. Unable to collect his bedding they hap
pened to pass the beer bar. Ali three it wou ld seem 
acq uired a terrible thirst and popped in for a quick 
one- doomed to failure as they met Pte. Cavanagh. 
After some hours they merrily retired to bed even 
though Pte. Pay ne wasn't aware of it a t the time. U n
da unted he set about his work with terrifying gusto, 
but one thing R on- medal ribbons arc no t sewn on 
greatcoats! Last but not leas! we have gained P_te. 
G eordie McMann f rom the Ptpes a nd Drums to matn
tain the G 1098 store. Let's hope tha t your stay with 
the dept. will be long and successfu l. 

Unwi ll ingly we bid fa rewe ll to C/Sgt. Gee a nd Ptes. 
" Brum·· Clynes a nd Dodd Tra il all on demob shortly. 
C /Sgt. Gee bas sold nis soul to the devil a nd ha_s taken 
on a pub in Herefordsh ire. All the best to our trio, 
let's hope that civvy street treats you well. Not so far 
away but still beyond our clutches are Pte. Cruickshank 
to " B" Coy. and Pte. Cavanagh recen tly departed for 
" A" Coy. and possibly promotion. Switching on to a 
more pleasant note we welcome back from a kilt
·nakers' course in the " Blight'' P te. Briggs and L /Cpl. 
Coupe, also Cfn . Curtis who disappeared somewhere 
in B.A .O.R. on an armourers course. Skives over, they 
return to do a twist at duty. More recently Pte. 
Sneddon toddled off to the gym in track suit a nd 
s lippers on a referees course, let's hope you get full 
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marks Bill. Contributions for a whistle are being 
accepted now. While on soccer perhaps we could boast 
that we have Ptes. Trail, Muir and Bremner in the 
very successful Bn. football team with L / Cpl. Garden 
only a breath away from a team place, whilst Cpl. 
Swinnock (Fuel and Light N.C.O.) has had unlimited 
success as team trainer. 

Soon after the last issue of the notes went to press 
the P.E. Tests unceremoniously fell about us but true 
to form the staff managed this feat of endurance 
without undue exertion, especially the crafty ones that 
dodged them altogether. 

The " Admin.·· Inspection of late 60 proved another 
source of glory for the Q.M. Staff, having obtained 
very good repurts in all quarters, a lthough the Q.M's. 
clerks were non-plussed when asked to produce a 
certain letter- Press on regardless! 

Just a fortnight from New Year, Pte. Goddard 
was required to work on H.Q. Coy. Beer Bar the office 
work descending on the shoulders of Pte. Whyte who, 
unabashed, wired into the work with what might be 
described as mad abandon. The amount of work that 
C /Sgt. Donald turned out from his office, due to the 
14/ 20 K.H. and 4 R.T.R. married quarters take-over, 
required immediate attention. 

The fuel and light section of the staff did very 
well to see that everybody in Married Quarters was 
well st,~pplied with coal over the festive period: with 
tlie ghastly omission of the nerve tattered Q.M. Let 
us just touch on another hazard of coal delivery. The 
gentleman resident of 18 Bachstrasse requiring 1 ton 
of coal in his cellar unfortunately stated that its 
capacity of t -ton was inadequate. Eager to prove 
that 1-ton could be strategically distributed in the 
cellar, the complete 1-ton of coal was delivered with
out a hitch-at 20 Bachstrasse. Any implication re
lating to the R.Q. is strongly denied. 

Rejoicing at the thought of Christmas and New 
Year the staff entered the eat, drink, and be merry 
period with all the energy they could muster. 

New Year saw most of the merriment, Pte. Payne 
was again "sl ightly under the influence·· a t the New 
Year dinner but as usual Ron was game to join the 
rest of the lads for the evening and morning. Pte. 
Bob Marchall and Pte. Jim Whyte will remember 
Hogmanay for some while - between headaches of 
course. Pte. Alec. Cormack, not to be outdone, to coin 
a phrase " Went to Town,'' eventua lly beihg carried to 
ted by Cpl. Sutherland; to sum up-a good time was 
had by all. 

After this hectic round of events we were glad to 
return to work and our normal existence. Also back 
from leave we welcome Charlie Turner (Civilian 
Attached). He suggests that for a New Year resolu
tion we should eat more eggs (P.R.L please take note). 
Before we forget , a happy birthday to C / Sgt. Varley. 

Having signed my own death warrant for my un
scrupulous pen-work may I just insert the following 
notice-boar<! information. 

LOST: One " Dreaded Sned" ; Last seen on Jln . 
Sports Field garbed all in blue and waving sma ll flag 
at footballers. If fo und please return to Q.M. Staff, 
A.S.P. 

MESSING DEPARTMENT. 
As always, we have been busy but in good spirit. 

At last something has been done about the state of 
the Cookhouse, and the Royal Engineers moved in 
three weeks before Christmas! T hey set up an out
side kitchen, of sorts, and for a time it was pretty 
cold around 3 a.m. However, work progressed well 
and now there is a big change in the cookhouse. 
More room, better floors. We are in the cookhouse 

for Christmas and New Year but will be outside 
during the period in between. Then we hope it should 
all be back to normal. We have been fortunate in 
that we have only had two falls of snow while we 
were outside. Well done, everybody, for working so 
well in such conditions! 

Lieut. Scott took over the job of Messing Officer 
during the last week in October and now moves 
between his office and " B" Company. Unfortunately, 
we never seem to be able to catch him at either of 
of these places! 

Sgt. Adams has gone to the " Si lberHut te" for a 
couple of months, but we will see him back again 
during the latter part of January. 

Pte. Hemingway returned from his course at 
Duisburg having enjoyed it and done quite well. 

We extend a welcome to both Cpl. Crane and 
L /Cpl. Morriso n and wish them luck on joining the 
Battalion. Also to a ll the staff of " B" Squadron, 4 
R.T.R., who are now with us. Three new Regimen tal 
cooks have been employed and we are glad to see 
them in the kitchen. Pte. Cooper comes from "C" 
Company, and Ptes. Peyton and Freyers from " D'' 
Company. Good luck to them in the kitchen! 

The months of November and December have 
been busy ones for Buffets. Nearly ten buffets or 
socia ls have taken p lace and , in some way, we ha ve 
taken a hand in preparing them. We have had no 
complains, so "well done" again to those concerned. 
As these notes are being written, Christmas is over 
and our main task is to satisfy everybody on Hog
manay. A busy time a head but we hope it will be as 
successful as it is planned to be. 

We say "Auf Wiedersehen'' to W.O. !I Artley, 
who wi ll be leaving us in the middle of Ja nua ry. l-Ie 
has only been here for six months, but we wish him 
luck in h is new job, wherever it may be. 

RATION STORE 
Cpl. Sutherland, after an illness, is back and well 

again. H e has been busy but has been ably helped 
by his two storemen, Ptes. Muir a nd Cormack. The 
former is in the Battalion football team and, although 
playing back, we have beard his name frequentl y on 
the wireless. Ptes. Lamb and McDonald are well 
and the latter feeling fine after a spell of U.K. leave. 
At this time however, they must be wishing they had 
never seen pork or the Sergeants' Mess! 

As we end, our minds are looking a head to Senne
Jager and how we will "fare" down there. Arrange
ments will be slightly differen t this year, but, don't 
worry, we'll cope, as long as we have a cup of tea in 
our hands and a roof overhead. More of this in our 
next issue. 

MILITARY BAND. 
From an engagement point of view, this has been 

a relatively quiet period, highlighted only perhaps by 
our trip to Brussels. 

Our first major engagement was a "Concert of the 
Nations," which was held in Kiel. Along with us 
on this programme was the American 7th Army Band. 
the Hamburg Police Band, and a French Army Band. 
Each Band played in turn during the evening, finish
ing up combined, playing those three famous ma rches, 
" Old Comrades," "The Stars and Stripes F or Ever'' 
and "Colonel Bogey." 

The visit to Wolfsburg. to take part in the finale 
of their SchutzenFest Week turned out to be a profit
able one, because Wolfsburg, be ing the home of the 
great Volkswagen factory, it was arranged fo r us to 
return a few days later to tour round the famous 
motor car works. This turned out to be a very inter
esting and enjoyable day. 
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Major Burge laying a wreath at tbe War Memorial, Etterbeek, Brussels. 
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Bandmaster Ford in action in Brussels. 

After the tour round the factory, which lasted 
over two hours, we were treated to a first-class dinner. 
To show our appreciation o f everything, we gave a 
lunch hour concert in the factory grounds, which 
drew vast crowds of the incoming afternoon shift. 
We then moved into the centre of the town o f Wolfs
burg and gave an open-air concert outside the Town 
H all. after which we were treated to a tea in the 
civic centre before returning to Celie. 

Our visit to Brussels, along with the Drums and 
Pipes, was spo nsored by the E terbeeck Branch of the 
Belgium Prisoners of War Society, to take part in 
their Armistice Remembrance Parade. This consisted 
of a march to the War Memoria l to pay homage to 
their fa llen members, Major M. N. Burge laying a 
wreath on behalf of the Regiment. Then followed a 
ma rch to the Town H a ll for a civic receot io n. This 
was followed in the even ing by a military band 
concert with a displa y of H ighla nd Dancing a nd a 
grand finale by the Drums and Pipes. 

Thi s trip will long be remembered for the catas
trophic discovery on o ur arriva l in Brusse ls that all 
the music requ ired for this engagement had been left 
several hundred miles behind in Celie, Germany. 
However, a fter frantic telephoning, some very quick 
thinking by O.R.Q.M .S. G. Gammack, and a magn i
ficent all-night dash by Sgt. Dan (F lying) Flynn , to 
whom we sha ll owe an eve rlasting debt of gratitude, 
the music arrived in good time, and all was saved. 
Quite appropriately, a few days after arriving back 
from Brussels, there was a request dedicat~d to tbe 

Band. over the B.F.N. 1800 Club entitled "All 1 Want 
is Music, Music. M usic"! ! ! I wonder who? 

The last important engagement of this term was 
a charity concert in aid of the Celie old folks. This 
was patronised by t he Burgomeister. and was enthusi
asticall y received bv a packed audience. Musically 
the year tapered off with the Band assisting at the 
Regimen ta l C hildren's Christmas Party, and that of 
" B" Squadron, 4th Royal Tank Regiment, plus some 
carolling and a C hristmas Carol Service. 

On the sports front this bas been a particularly 
successful one for the Band. In the quarter just ended 
there was a n inter-platoon footba ll , a nd in ter
company hockey, knock-out competition. In the inter
platoon football, the Band were the beaten fina lists, 
losing to D.2 Platoon by one goal to nil, D.2's goal 
being scored from a penalty. In the long ru n through 
to the fina l all praise must be given to our strong 
defence which played soundly all through. T eam: 
L/Cpl. Watson; Bdsms. Williams, C low; Bdsms. 
Taylor, McKinlay, L / Cpl. Rennie; Bdsms. 
MacDonald, Ingram, Goodsell, Burnett, Wallace. 

We went o ne better in the hockey, winning the 
competition for H.Q. 2 Company. The team com
prised ten members of the Band and our ex-Company 
Commander, Major M. A. C. Stephen, in goal. T he 
Band were favourites to win from the start and duly 
won through to the final to meet " B" Company. 
After a hard-fought game in which " B" Company 
were leading one-n il, the Band ran out winners by 
three goals to one, thanks to a hat-trick by Jl / Sgt. 
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Dawson. Only three Battalion players were allowed 
to each team. so a ll credit for the win must go to our 
up and coming players. Team:- Major M. A. C. 
Stephen; Bdsm. Chri stopher, McKinley; Bdsm. 
Grieve, Cpl. Leith, Bdsm. Jorda n; Bdsm. Nichols, 
B/ Sgl. Dawson, Bdsm. Ingram, Beattie, Bdsm. 
McPherson. 

It is a very long time since the Band produced a 
member of the Regimental Boxing team. but in Bdsm. 
Williams we have the Battalion Heavy Weight. We 
should like to take this chance to congratulate Bdsm. 
Will iams on his winning the Battalion Heavy Weight 
Belt. and on his very fine start with the Regimenta l 
team. A knock-out win in the first ro_und. 

During this quarter we sa id farewell to L / Cpl. 
Rennie, who bas left us to blow his trombone with 
the Royal Artillery Mounted Band. We wish him 
every success in his new sphere where he will not 
lack company! ! We also said a temporary farewell 
to Bdsm. Goodsell and Taylor who have gone off on 
year's course to Kneller Hall. At the same time we 
welcome back to the fold from the School of Music 
L/ Cpl. Forsyth, Bdsm. Greig, Jarvie and Shand, all 
of whom did extremely well. 

In November the Bandmaster ran a very success
ful A. l T rade Test class. He is to be congratulated 
on his very thorough teaching, all members goin,g 
through to Hahne, and, before two neutra l band
masters, and the Band of the Queen's I rish H ussars, 
they a ll passed with flying colours. 

Our annual Christmas stag party was a great 
success, thanks to Sgts. Jim Thomson a nd Bob Owen 
who, along with L/ Cpl. Ali Claw and their bard
working committee, put much strenuous work into 
the running of it. As usua l. Pipe-Major G. Campbell 
walked off with the darts prize and our Company 
Commander, Captai n R. I. Raitt, not to be outdone 
by the very talented musica l company around him, 
gave a very fine rendering on the accordion. 

Finally, our congratulations to L / Cpl. C low on 
his well-ea rned promotion, and to Sgt. Owen, whose 
wife presented him with a boy. A son of the Regi
ment to a son of the Regiment. Also to Cpl. F red 
Watson, whose wife presented him with a girl. J 
suppose congratulations are in order, too, fo r Cpl. 
Bill Leith and Bdsm. Oily Slater who, we have heard. 
got engaged during their Chri stmas leave. Best of 
luck, boys! 

Pictured outside the famous Tuborg Breweries in Copenhagen, is the band of the G ordon Highlanders. 
The band was in the Danish capital for a Christmas Charity Show arranged by the evening newspaper 

"Ekstrabladet." 
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PIPES AN D DRUMS. 
Four days in Copenhagen before Christmas was a 

most entertaining engagement for the Drums and 
Pipes and provided ample opportun ity for pre
H ogmanay practice. The Band were invited to play 
at the C hristmas Concert sponsored by the "Ekstra 
Blade!" Newspa per, and also a series of preliminary 
marches through the suburbs. T he performances were 
a great success a nd met with considerable enthusiasm 
from the spectators. Needless to say, the hospita lity 
afterwards was in the highest Danish tradition . Much 
Schnapps and Smorrebrod were consum ed and many 
new f riends made. 

M r. V ic Lun dsgaa rd, publicity manager of the 
newspaper, looked a fter the ba nd and acted as 
d irector and produce r. His tactful and efficie nt 
ha ndling did much to ensure the success and enjoy
ment of the visit. He arranged many interesting visits, 
including one to the Danish Resista nce Museum. 
where be spoke with conside rable knowledge as an 
ex-member of the movement. He also took the band 
on a tour of the city, giving a most lurid running 
commentary o n its history and tradition. Great inter
est was shown in the magni ficent Viking Luran 
dominating the Town House Square. Legend has it 
that they will o nly b low their ho rns when a virgi n 

crosses the square. So far the silence has been 
unbroken! 

The Tuborg Brewery invited the band to lunch, 
having previously shown us over their installations. 
Captain Gordon-Stewa rd was invested as a "Knight 
of the Order." for his many services to their trade. 
A wreath was la id at the Resistance Movement 
Memoria l, and a visit was made to Elsinore Castle. 
The D rum l\ l ajor achieved technicolor distinct ion on 
a cigarette carton and was seen leering from rows of 
packets like a South American General, a t every shop 
window. While the Pipe Major, after prolonged samp
ling of the local schnapps, came to the conclusion 
tha t it was not as good as Johnnie Wa lker's. He 
renewed his acquaintance with Mr. Mogens Zieler, 
the well-k nown Danish artist a nd piper, whose 
bearded figu re fol lowed the BaneT wherever it played. 

T he D anish Army were our kind hosts a nd pro
vided accommodation in Suanemollens Barracks. 
T hey did everything to make the stay comfortable. 
It is to be ho ped that we may (!et an opportunity of 
repaying their hospi ta lity on some future occasion. 

J udging by the early morni ng influx. Copenhagen 
night life was fully investigated, and our only sorrow 
was that the visit shou ld have been so sho rt. T he 
Drums and Pi pes lo9k forward very much to return
ing to Denmark and hope that this will not be in the 
too di stant future. 

4/ 7 th BATTALION 
REORGANISATION. 

When the last issue of these notes were written. 
the Government's plans for the reorgani sati.o n of the 
Territorial Army had been public knowledge for 
about two mon ths, but the detailed order of battle 
had not been revea led. T he usua l rumours (which 
for once were nea r the mark) were fl ying around. and 
a select few were in the "secret," but it was not 
possible at that stage - in spite of the fact that the 
ne·vs would be given out before the Notes were to he 
publ ished - to say how th is Regiment wa~ to be 
affected. 

Now. by the time these Notes wi ll be publi shed. 
there will be no news va lue in stating that the two 
Territorial Battalions o f the R egimen t are to be 
amalgamated as from 1st May, 1961. T he la~l is ue's 
ootential "scoop" is as stale as a week-old fin na n 
haddock. 

Tt is not within the proper scope of this column 
to comment upon the wisdom of the reorga nisa tion 
as a whole. Enough has a lready been written on the 
subject in the Press. Suffice it to repeal what was 
sa id by the Chairma n of the City of A.berdeen Asso
ciation at the meeting at which he announced the 
deta il s of the reorganisation. namely tha t its success 
or otherwise wo uld be largely judged by the manner 
in which the Governmen t fulfi ls its promise to 
modernise the equipment of the T .A. Of the need 
fo r this there can be no do ubt. 

Of the effect of the reo rgan isatio n on the R egi
ment, however, it would be idle to deny tha t the 
news was recei ved at first with mixed feelings. Since 
their formation after the war, the 4 /7th a nd 5/ 6th 
Battalions have each bui lt up a spirit a nd a record 
in keeping with the fine traditions o f their pre
decessors. No one who has had a hand in this 
process can but re{!ret that now it is not to be con
tinued in the fo rm of two Battalions. 

But at the same time it was qu ickly recognised 
that the amalgamation presents an opportunity a nd a 

cha llenge. At least we a re for tunate in that we are 
all Gordon H ighlanders; no problems here of differing 
tartans, dress, music or custom, which can so com
pl icate a n a ma lgamation of two different Regiments. 
Basically, we are both of the same family. Further
more, there are positive ad vantages to be gained a nd 
ba lanced against the problems of administering as 
one Batta lion an area formerly occupied by two (and 
originally by four !). The new Battalion . when it is 
constituted, "ill be nearly 100 per cent. up to the 
establishment now laid down for a T.A. lnfantry 
Battalio n. During its first few years its problem will 
be no t. as in the past, how to increase its strength, 
bu t rather how to reduce its numbers to the figure of 
65 per cent. o f e~tabli shmen t below the rank of 
Sergeant which is to be achieved by 1963. Thus two 
benefi ts should accrue : it should be possible to be 
more selective in recruiting, so that the overall stan
dard should improve. and tra ining should be more 
realistic and therefore more effective. 

This, then. is the opportunity. The challenge will 
be to build up a new Ba ttal ion which will be as good 
as and even better than its predecessors and which 
will continue full y to uphold the traditions o f the 
Regiment. That the cha llenge can - and will - be 
successfully met admits of np doubt. The material, 
in the form of the individual members of both 
Battalio ns, is already present in abundance. and the 
spirit of co-opera tion which has been displayed from 
the outset indicates that the material wi ll readily 
mould itself into the required shape. 

AMALGAMATION DETAILS. 
A select few in both Batta lions were put "in the 

pictu re" a bout the intended amalgamation shortly 
a fter Camp. and discussions were at once initiated 
with a view to resolving some of the m_ost important 
of the many problems which the amalgamation 
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presents, a nd so tha t training in both Battalions during 
the pre-amalgamation period could be co-ordinated 
on the same Jines. T he result has been that a lthough 
the news of the amalgamation bas only been pub
lished since the middle of November, pla ns for 
putting it into effect are already well nnder way. 

The amalgamted Battalion will have its Head
quarters at Woolmanhill , which will a lso be the loca
tion of H.Q. Company. Support Company will be 
located at Bucksburn and of the four Rifle 
Companies, two (''C" and " D") will be located in the 
present 4 /7th Battalion area, being the Deeside and 
t<.incardineshire Companies. and two ("A" and " B'') 
in the present 5 I 6th Battalion a rea to be called 
Banff and Buchan Comoanies. Thus so far as the 
4f7th is concerned, the country Companies are 
virtually unaffected by the amalgamation and the 
most sign ificant develo pment is the elimina tion of the 
Aberdeen Rifle Company, the personnel of which 
have been distributed between H.Q., "C," and Sup
port Companies. 

The amalgamated Battalion will be commanded 
on formation by our Commanding Officer, Lieut.
Colonel J. Shankley, T.D., and the Second-in
Command will be the present Commanding Officer 
of the 516th Battalion, Lieut.-Colonel K. M. 
Burnett, T.D. Major D. H. W. Brown, M.C., (whom 
we congratula te on hi s recent promotion), will be 
Tra i'ning Officer, a nd that formidable pair, the 
Michie brothers from the 5 / 6th Batta lion, will fill 
the vacancies of Quartermaster and Administrative 
Officer, Captain "Charlie" Michie being Quarter
master, and Captain George M ichie being Adminis
trative Officer. 

A joint t ra ining directive was prepared by the 
Commanding Officers of the two Battalions to co
ordina te the training for the whole of the 1960-61 
season and has been in effect since the beginning of 
November. " B" and "C" Companies have be_en 
re-named "C" (Mar) a nd "D" (Mearns) Compan1es 
respectively. Support Company personnel have been 
attached to the 51 6th Batta lion for the pre
amalgamation period. Major R. Bannerman has 
taken over the D eeside Comoany. and Major R. M. 
Bruce has been attached to the 5/ 6th Batta lion and 
is now commanding their Support Company at Bucks
burn. Capta in H. R. M. Kay continues to command 
"C" (Mearns) Company. 

Other officer appoi ntments a re: - O.C., H .Q. 
Company, Major A. F. Niven; J.O. , Captain f. L. 
N icol; O.C.. Mortar Platoon, Captain D. J. 
MacMillan; 2 i.e., Mortar Platoon, Lieut. J. Allen; 
O.C., M.M.G. Platoon. Captain J . D. Rust; M.T.O .. 
Ca ptain F. G. Cochran; R.S.O., 2 / Lieut. A. D. M. 
Hendry. 

At the time of wri ting it is not yet known what 
the title of the amalgamated Battalion will be. but 
it is hoped that permission will be granted for it to 
be called "3rd Battalion , The Gordon H ighlanders 
(T.A.)" This wou ld avoid any numbering base<;t on 
the existing numbering of the two present. Battalions, 
which would inevitably be a compromise and an 
unsatisfactory one at that. The 3rd Battalion in 
pre-1 9 14 days was. of course, the old Militia Bat
ta lion. 

The re-organisation of 51 (H) Division as part 
of the re-organisation of the T .A. as a whole has 
resulted in the elimi nation of 154 B;"i_gade, whose 
units now fom1 part of 153 Brigade. Tn turn , the 
a malgamated Gordon Battalion will be in 152 
Brigade, the Brigade in which the 516th Battalion 
bas been since the war. Accordingly, the 4/7th Bat-

talion has been transferred to 152 Brigade since 
ovember, a nd our stable companions arc now the 

Seaforths and Camerons, whose acq uaintance we 
look forward to making before long. Jn the mean
while, we take this opportunity of saying how sorry 
we are to be parting company wi th the two T.A. 
Batta lions of the Black Wa tch, a longside whom we 
have served in friendly rivalry during the whole of 
the post-war period. and in whom we have found 
many friends. To mark the change in the com
position of 153 Brigade and also the end of his tenure 
of command, Brigadier D. B. Lang. D.S.O., M.C., 
gave a Cocktail Party at his house at Alyth on 26th 
November, to which o fficers of the Battalion and 
the two Black Watch Battalions and their wives were 
invited. At the party, Brigad ier Lang expressed his 
regret a t giving up command of the Brigade, and he 
presented pieces o( silver to each of the three Bat
talions as a memento. His gift to the Batttalion , for 
which \\e take this opportunity of expressing our 
thanks, was a set of silver ashtrays. 152 Brigade is 
commanded by Brigadier P. M. H unt, D.S.O .. O.B.E., 
Cameron H igh land~rs, and we have already had the 
pleasure of visits from him from his Headquarters in 
Inverness. The fo llowing is reprinted from a farewell 
letter from Brigadier La ng to the Commanding 
Officer: -

"As the last Brigadier of 153 Brigade, as we knew 
it. and on your transfer to 152 Brigade, may I write 
a few words from the heart to you all of the 4 /7th. 
Coming as I did from a Regiment beyond the moun
tain barrier, I arrived in the area two years ago with 
much trepidation. 1\Ty fears were short lived. All 
of you in Aberdeen a nd on Deeside made me feel at 
home immedia tely and went out of your way to show 
me hospitality and, more important still , friendship. 

" I like to think I knew and understood the 
Territoria l Army, having been privi leged to serve 
with it bot)l before and during the wa r, but J have 
marvelled these last two years at the comradeship, 
enthusiasm, loyalty. enterprise and devotion to duty 
that r have seen displayed. 

"Apart from friendship and hospita lity, I have so 
much to be grateful to you all for in the way you 
have carried through everything that has been asked 
of you. a nd may I add. you have so much about 
which to be proud. Tbe success of the Brigade 
spring exercise last yea r was largely due. to your 
Batta lion's excellent husbandry. Both at Millom and 
Stanford not on ly was the standard of your adminis
tration a n object lesson for most uni ts to study but I 
was deeply in,,:')ressed with the energy and imagination 
p ut into the tra ining. I know only too well. the 
tremendous efforts and thought that has gone mto 
recruiting, with remarkably fine results. In the field 
of sport - so important in the T.A. to my mind 
your tug-of-war and motor cycling teams have put 
you at the top of the ladder and you must be mighty 
proud of your pipe and military bands and H ighland 
dancers. 

"Please say 'a u revoir' to all my many friends for 
me, both officers and men, and tha nk them mo~~ 
sincerely for all they have done for me and my H.Q. 

LORD LTEUTE A T'S CERTIFICATES 
In order to orovide a method of acknowledging 

distin.<wished and meritorious service in the Territorial 
Army- on the oart of Warran t Officers, N.C.O.s and 
men. there has recently been instituted an issue of 
Certificates by Lords Lieutenant of Coun ties to 
selected personnel of the T.A. The first of these 
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Certificates to be awarded in the Aberdeen area were 
presented by the Lord Provost of Aberde_en at a 
Parade held in the Drill Hall in the H ardgate on 
20th November, 1960. Included among the recipients 
of the Certificates w!!re W.O. II Williams and Sgt. 
Ritchie of the 4/7th Battalion, whom we congratulate 
on the award of these Certificates and on the long 
years of meritorious service which the awards 
~eservedly recognise. Each of the units in which the 
various recipients serve provided a Detachment for 
the parade which was under the command of Lieut.· 
Colonel J. G. H. Edwards, T.D., of 275 (H) Field 
Regiment, R.A. (f.A.) In addition to providing a 
Detachment for the Parade, the Batta lion also pro
vided a Guard which was inspected by the Lord 
Provost on a rrival. The Military Band also provided 
music for the Parade, which was an unqua lified 
success. 

OTHER NEWS. 
The usua l Armistice Day Parades took place in 

Aberdeen, Bancbory, Stonebaven and Laurencekirk 
on Armistice Day, 13th November, 1960. In view of 
the move of the Depot to Fort George, H.Q. and " A" 
Companies provided a party fo r the Aberdeen 
Parade which was commanded by Captain J. R. 
Skene. 

The Battalion Motor Cycle "A" Team came 
second in the Highland District Motor Cycle trials 
held at Comrie on 22nd and 23rd October, 1960. The 
team, which consisted of Sgt. Duncan, Cpl. Allarton 
and Cpl. Morrison, is to be congratula ted on this 
result. 

The Signal Office, Stores and Lecture Room have 
now moved from G reat Southern Road Camp to 
Fairfield Camp. The new accommodation is more 
spacious than the accommodation at Great Southern 
Road but it is reported that it is inclined to dampness 
and hence is not over popular with the Signal Officer! 

The usual All Ranks' Christmas Dance was held 
at the Drill Ha ll at Woolmanhill on J 6th December. 
1960, and the Territorial Ball was held on 6th 
January, 1961, when the usual party was held in the 
Officers' Mess. 

We congratulate our Padre, Rev. C. H . Stuart , 
C.F., on his promotion to Major and appointment as 
Chaplai n, Divisional Troops. We sincerely hope that 
this appointment will not mean the severance of his 
connection with the Battalion, whose interests and 
welfare he bas bad so much at heart during the years 
he has been with us. 

Company trainin.g is in full swing, both on drill 
nights and at week-ends. As in previous years, 
Recruits are undergoing a separate course from 
to pass out before moving on to trained soldier 
training. ln recent weeks a successful Cadre has 
been held by " B" and "C" Companies for Junior 
and potential N.C.O.s. 

" H.Q." COMPANY. 
The Company has been strengthened by the 

absorption of the greater pa rt of "A" Company. T his 
operation was carried out more or Jess painlessly: 
although some "A" Company stalwarts have found 
themselves occupying strange but essential jobs in 
Battal ion H.Q. Every effort was made to allow each 
man to choose his new role: a genera l but inexplic
able desire to transfer to the M.T., however, was 
overcome in most cases by the tactful persuasion of 
the Adjutant. 

Company H.Q. remains at Woolmanbill , the M.T. 
operate from Great Southern Road. from which the 
M.T.O., Captain F. G. Cochran, obligingly supplies 

transport to everyone but the Company Commander. 
The Signals Platoon have dug in very comfortably in 
new quarters at Fairfield Camp. The "do it yourself' 
enthusiasts bad plenty of scope during the settling-m 
period. Now training in morse is going well with the 
a id of Sgt. Duthie's tape recorder. 

The Intelligence Section, under Captain l. L. 
Nicol, have shown a new-br~d enthusiasm for getting 
away from it all up D eeside on map reading ex
cursions. 

The Company now has to do its own recruit 
t raining. W.O. ll Williams and his team of instruc
tors aim to bring the recruits up to standard as 
rapidly as possible to fill the many vacancies left in 
the Company. 

Now that the restrictions of foot a nd mouth 
disease have been removed, it is hoped to pursue a 
more ambitious programnw at week-ends, if the 
petrol is availa ble. 

"C'' (MAR) COMPANY. 
Since publication of the last issue, a slight 

reorganisation of the Battalion has taken place. We 
a re pleased to say that other than our title being 
changed from " B" to "C" (Mar) Company, no altera
tion was considered necessary in our case. 

It was with regret that we bade farewell to Major 
Bruce, who now commands Support Company, and 
Captain Cochran, who, in his new post as M.T.O .. 
we trust, will manage to keep that even temper and 
ca lm efficiency for which he was much admired. Our 
good wishes go with them in their new appointments, 
along with the hope that their chairborne jobs do not 
affect adversely their slim athletic figures. There 
being no Rifle Company in Aberdeen now, the fol
lowing personnel have joined us from the old "A" 
Company: - Major Bannerman, as Company Com
ma nder, Captain Simpson , as 2 i / c, W.O. II Mitchell , 
as C.S.M ., a nd Sgts. Gallow a nd Clifford as Platoon 
Sergeants. They have already started to train with us 
a nd we feel sure that together we will make "C" 
Company as much a fo rce to be reckoned with as 
" B " Company certa inly was. 

T raining since camp has been confined to the Drill 
Ha lls because of the foot a nd mouth epidemic. but 
we are pleased to report that to date the entire 
Company have managed to escape infection. The 
authorities. in order to Jessen the chances of spread· 
ing the infection, have asked that no large gatherings 
or meetings be held until the area is declared de
restricted. T his has regrettably curtailed the social 
life in the distr ict and our Children's Christmas Party 
and Company Dance were cancelled to meet the 
wishes of the local Council. We do intend to ho ld 
the dance at a later date, but it is felt that Santa 
C laus would not be in his usual jovial mood if 
awakened from his period of hibernation to come 
"doon the tum" of Banchory Drill Hall some time in 
mid-February. Our Social Commi ttee have this 
matter in band, and no doubt we will be reporting in 
the next issue that a most successful picnic for the 
children bas been held. 

The Junior N.C.O.s in the Company have recen tl y 
completed a cadre which was run over three week
ends. Our friends from over the Slug Road joined 
us in this highl y successful venture and we consider 
that students and instructors alike benefited tremen
do usly from the course. In fact. so keen were the 
J unior N .C.O.s to put their new ideas into operation 
that they have arranged to run an entire week-end's 
programme by themselves at the end of January. All 
success to them. 
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In closing, we must pay tribute to C.SM. McKay, 
our ever-green P.S.I. at Banchory, and Sgt. Watt, who 
has recently taken over at Ba llater, for a ll the work 
they do, both in tra ining and in making our social 
life so enjoyable. Special mention must also be made 
of Sgt. Kelligba n, whose enthusiasm for the T .A. 
and particularly for the Company is a fitting example 
for o thers to follow. 

If you are ever in Ba nchory or Ballater pay us a 
visit. We are always happy to renew old and wel
come new acquaintances. 

"D" (MEARNS) COMPANY. 
Activities in the Mearns are limited for the 

moment to Drill N ights and week-ends spent largely 
indoors beca use of weather. Attendances in the past 
two months have been severely reduced by the " Fit 

an' Moo'" epidemic, but that danger now appears to 
be practicall y gone, and if the snow keeps away, and 
the " passes down from the hills" remain unblocked, 
we shall rea lly start to work in earnest. 

The Christmas Party at Stonchaven was a fi rst
class affair. C I Sgt. Cahill , ever undau nted, bad put 
a power of work into the arrangements, skilfully 
organising Sgt. Richardson as Santa, really excellent 
gifts for the chi ldren , the Drill Ha ll almost unrecog
nisable with bunting, a nd Mrs. Taylor a nd her ladies 
dishing out ice-cream, cakes, lemonade, etc., in 
between attending to the sundry wants which bairns 
develop during an afternoon. 

Later in the Spring, we plan to spend a week-end 
in Glen Muick and G len Clova, then a fo rtnight 
later we're off to the Cairngorms, so if our next issue 
is late or even absent, you will understand the reason. 

5/ 6th BAITALION (T.A.) 
._ ! :" . 

~--

Since we last appeared in print, our thoughts and 
talk have been a lmost entirely devoted to two main 
topics, Amalgamation a nd Foot and Mouth Disease. 
To deal with the latter, training and socia l activities 
wete severely restricted until about the middle of 
January. As many of our members follow agricultural 
pursuits, we fell in line with public opinion a nd action 
by cancelling all forms of activity at most of our Drill 
H a lls. Happily, the scourge has been stam~d out 
and we are once more a ble to get down to serious 
training. Compa nies a re ta king full advantage of the 
"open" weather by organising intensive week-end 
training, attendance is very good. 

Buckie a nd Dufftown Platoons reckoned tha t as 
the snow has not yet come to them, they would go to 
the snow. Under the "behind the scenes" influence 
of Major Angus McDona ld, these pla toons spent a 
very enjoyable week-end on the ski slopes of G len
more. Keith Platoon, not to be outdone, are deter
mined to have a go a t this ski-ing game before the 
end of February. Time and distance are the enemies 
to Buchan and Support Compa_nies in this respect. If 
we were to become he licoptorised infantry, the whole 
Ba ttalion could take part in this useful and exciting 
form of ta ining. 

Plans for our amalgamation with the 4/7tb are 
now forging ahead. Our biggest worry a nd problem 
is, bow we can absorb everyone in the new set-up? 
We feel that the backroom boys in Whitehall a nd 
elsewhere have an easy role to play in this reorganisa
tion, they can juggle with figures and with coloured 
pins on their wall maps but our Comma nding Officers 
a nd Company Commanders have to cope with persons 
who have feelings a nd loyalties. Officers, Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants will certainly feel the effect of 
the amalgamation. Quite a number, particularly 
Warrant Office rs a nd Se rgeants, will become surplus 
to establishment and will probably have to leave the 
T.A. This is very much regretted and to those who 
are a ffected , we say "Thank you" most humbly a nd 
sincerely. We hope you will keep in touch, and 
" Haste ye in by onyti me." 

For training purposes we are now organised on 
a two Rifle Company and Support Company basis. 
H .Q. and "A" Companies have become " A" (Banff
shire) Compa ny, Company H .Q. a nd one Platoon at 
K eith, one Platoon at Buckie and P ortso¥ a nd the 
other at Dufftown and Aberlour. " B," "C' and "D" 
Companies have become " B" (Buchan) Company, 

with Company H.Q. a nd one Platoon at Peterhead, a 
Platoon a t Fraserburgh, and the third at Ellon. Old
meldrum D etachment will probably be brought into 
the Sp. Company orbit in order that four support 
Platoons can be raised and thus fa ll in line with the 
new T nfantry Battalion establishment. 

EXERCISE THISTLEDOWN. 
Exercise Thistledown, a combined services combat 

survival exercise, took place in North Aberdeenshire, 
Banffsbire and Morayshire during the last week in 
October. Seventy-five personnel from R.N.A.S .. 
Lossiemoutb, 16 Independent Para. Brigade and 
R.A.F ., Kinloss, endeavoured to evade capture during 
a six-day exercise in which they were opposed 
initially by I Camerons f rom Edinburgh, and the 
R.A.F . Mountain Rescue Team from Kinloss, and 
later during the week-end 29-30 October, by 152 (H) 
Infantry Brigade, consisting of II Seaforth, 5 I 6 
Gordons, and 4 / 5 Camerons. 

We in the 5 I 6 Gordons were faced with the prob
lem of concentra ting and then deploying a battalion 
where personnel were in the fi rst instance reporting 
to widely scattered T.A. Centres which lie anyth ing 
up to 60 miles from Battalion H .Q. at Keith. Never
theless, by 1600 hours, Saturday, 29tb October, the 
majority of personnel had arrived at Battalion H.Q., 
the C.O.'s orders bad been issued and confi rmed in 
writing, a nd by 17)0 hours the Battalion was de
ployed in depth west of the R. Spey. 

By the time the Battalion entered the exercise, 41 
evaders had still to be accounted for. From informa
tion received, it was a ppreciated that the evaders had 
established an escape route, involving the use of farms 
as R.V.s and places where they could lie up by day. 
In addition, therefore, to establishing standing patrols 
to cover likely a pproaches, it was necessary to carry 
out searches of suspected "collaborationist" farms 
and other possible lying-up places. Due to the fact 
tha t the Battalion was covering a wide areaJ there 
was, therefore, a tendency for Companies to become 
too widely dispersed, especially during the early part 
of the night, and it was during this period that a 
number of evaders succeeded in passing through the 
Battalion area. ln addition , there was a fai lure t_o 
a ppreciate the fact t)Jat at night he who moves IS 

most vulnerable. 
lt would be invidious, however. to assess the suc

cess of individual units on the number of prisoners 
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taken, as on this type of exercise the efforts of one 
unit often results in a flanking unit gammg more 
prisoners. However, during the period in which the 
Brigade was deployed, a fu rther 3 1 evaders were 
accounted for. This can be considered a creditable 
achievement, especially in view of the fact that the 
evaders were regular personnel with a hij!h proportion 
of officers. 

From the Battalion point of view, this exercise 
proved our ability to deploy from widely d ispersed 
peace-ti me locations, that our admin istrative arrange
ments were sound, and that our communica tions 
could be maintained despite the wide deployment of 
the Battalion, and a ll ranks were convinced of the 
value to be gained by this type of exercise. 

OFFICERS' MESS. 
This has been a fairly quiet period. On 29 / 30th 

October, Exercise Thistledown was held and it was 
decided that a small Mess wou ld be taken out for the 
night to ensure a source of medica l comforts. after 
a ll , it was a night exercise and likely to be cold. We 
managed to set up shop in the railway station at 
Urquhart and made ourselves comfortable. In the 
circumstances it was no t surprising that we had q uite 
a lot of visitors, including the Brigade Commander, 
Colonel Dewar (who knows the drill), Captain Sandy 
Reid, Lieut.-Colonel Dawson and Major Ken 
Morrison, 4 / 5th Camerons. The latter insisted that 
be had come in to use the telephone only, but we 
have our doubts. Nevertheless, a ll were made wel
come. We also entertained a very wi lling officer of 
the R.N.A.S., one o[ the "enemy." who, thinking be 
was out of the "war zone," gave himself up to Major 
Angus McDonald. Angus was . d_eligh ted wit_h. his 
"catch." The prisoner, after rece1vmg some spm tua l 
comfort was speedily transported to Pinefield, where, 
we und~rstand, interrogation was very tough indeed. 
The weather was kind to us, rather cold, but no rain, 
most surprising! 

We assembled at Meldrum H ouse Hotel on 18th 
November, where we held a " Dinner Night." A 
most enjoyable evening was bad by all. We "dined 
out" our good and fai thfu l fr i~nd , Colonel C~arlle 
Dewar, who received a sliver Cigarette box, SUitably 
inscribed from Mess members. We were a lso very 
pleased 'to have the company of Majors George 
Donald and J ohn Robertson. John regaled us with 
stories, drawing room an~ otherw~se, while George 
T hom kept his end up w1tb cornkisters. 

We had the pleasure of entertaining Alison 
Morren our Duchess Jean, 1960, at lunch on Sunday, 
20th November. She was accompanied by her 
parents, Captain and Mrs. Morren. a nd by Kathl~en 
Cameron Mr. and Mrs. Cameron of Braehead, Ke1th. 
As a token of our appreciation to Alison for her 
charming efforts to enhance the good name of the 
Regiment Colonel Burnett, on behalf of All Ra nks 
of the 5 i 6th. presented her with a neat li_ttle co~
pact bearing the Regime~tal Crest and smtably m
scribed. She also rece1ved an album of coloured 
photographs of herself mounted on "Silver", with 
Kathleen Cameron. in period costume, and 
" D rummer" Kenny in attendance. Alison. then 
presented Kat~leen _with. a r id ing crop _beanng _a 
si lver plate sUitably mscnbed as a souvemr of tbe1r 
happy association at Keith and other shows. 

Our an nual Cocktai l Party was held at Bucksburn 
on the lOth December, a most enjoyable evening. 
Amongst our guests were the Colonel of the Regi
ment our Honorary Colonel, the Brigade Com
mander and ma ny other f riends of the Battalion. We 
owe a hearty vote of thanks to Drum Major Wilson, 

Sgt. HefTren, Sgt. Littlejohn and their staunch assis· 
ta nts for contributing so much work to ensure that 
the function was a success. 

Before closing, we wish to say "au revoir" to our 
Padre, J im Monagha n, who has gone from our midst 
to a charge in Burntisland. Good luck, Jim, and 
haste ye back. We sincerely hope you can be ab
sorbed in our new establishment and hope we will 
have the pleasure of your services and company in 
the future. 

O ne last word, our congratu lations to Major Jack 
McGibbon and Stewart Ross on being awa rded that 
much coveted gong, the T.D. 

SERGEANTS' MESS. 
After 14 years, the powers that be have decided 

to amalgamate the 4 /7th and 5/ 6tb, so perforce, this 
will be the last contribution from us. There will be 
many wee! kent faces missing at Camp this year, as, 
no doubt, some of us will be surplus to establishment 
on amalgamation. Our old fr iend, C / Sgt. Paddy 
Sutherland, has decided to call it a day. He completed 
32 years' service as a Terrier just after the New Year. 
His ready smile a nd cheerfu l disposition will be 
missed. Thank you, Paddy, a nd we hope you will 
still be around to keep the flag flyi ng a t Portsoy. 

Being so widely dispersed, it is well nigh impos
sible to organise a Battalion Sergeants' Mess function 
except at Camp. H owever, the Keith Detachment 
Mess was flour ishi ng. Note the was! It ceased to 
funct ion when "A" and H .Q. Companies became 
BanfTshire Company. but before its demise an outing 
to Aberdeen was laid on. The Mess members from 
Keith area went to Pi ttodrie to see the Aberdeen v. 
Motherwell game (sotto voce, R.S.M. is a Motherwell 
su pporter), afterwards to the George Hotel for supper 
then to the theatre. It was then decided to hold a 
small d inner and social evening at the New Year, so, 
on the 30th December, members with wives and 
lasses had d inner at the Royal Hotel. Keith. followed 
by a social evenj,pg in the Drill Ha ll. a very ex
clusive a nd most enjoyable affair. 

No. 1 PLATOON "A" (BANFFSHIRE) 
COMPANY- BUCKlE. 

Following the new Battalion organisation, we have 
been "burst" f rom Company to Platoon level. Whilt: 
we regret our loss of identity as a Company, it is 
onl y fair to say that our strength . is more accurately 
described as a Platoon and trammg can be earned 
out on a more realistic basis. We shall certainly be 
going all out to put up a good show in the new 
Ba ttalion. 

Weekly training bas followed a prepared, varied 
and interesting programme, with most of the in
struction being given by the Platoon Commander 
and N.C.Os. A very successful weeK.-eod was held 
a t Dufftown during December. This took the form 
of a map reading exercise and syndicates were d is
persed blindfolded on the Sunday and very accurate!y 
located the ir posi tions and marched back vm 
given map references. It would have appeared that 
severa l members of the Platoon would have benefited 
from this type of instruction on the night before. as 
they seemed to find difficu lty in getting back to Duff
town after an equally successful different type of 
exe rcise in Craigellachie. 

D uri ng the past month we have lost the services 
of Sgt. Lawson a nd Pte. Christie, whose employment 
has taken them outwith the a.rea. We wish them 
success in their respective spheres. Fina lly. c_on
gratulations are extended to Cpl. Stott on the b1rth 
of a dauJ!hter. 
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THE QUEEN'S OWN CAPE TOWN HIGiakNDEJRS 
The most debated matter during the past few 

months has been wha t the advent of a Republic in 
South Africa had in store for the Citizen Force 
genera ll y, a nd in particula r for the Regiment. Much 
has been said a nd argued and many theories put 
forward, but as yet no indica tion of the official atti
tude has a ppeared. While we appreciate that some 
changes are inevitable, we a re doing all we can, and 
will continue the fight to the end, to retain as much 
as possible of our traditions, name, dress a nd back
ground. 

Training during the past quarter was highl ighted 
by the ra nges practices. The Regimen t spent a whole 
day firing the laid down Rifle a nd Bren practices. An 
unofficia l Bren competi tion showed some good and 
some not so good scores, but a very close finish , with 
H.Q. Company leading, followed by "A" and " B'' 
Companies. In the afternoon the Currie Cup teams 
\\ere selected a nd were given the opportuni ty to have 
a short practice. The Officers' Pistol Shoot was th is 
year won by Lieut. O'Brien. Contrary to the usual 
procedure, competitions were not fired on the same 
day. a nd therefore on the following Saturday the 
Currie Cup a nd Mack ie Cup competitions were com
pleted. H.Q. Compa ny reta ined the Currie Cup and 
~gt. Steyn the Mackie Cup. The Company's Cup for 
the hi !!hest score outside of the winning team and 
not by- a member of the Rifle Club was won by Rfn. 
N. W. Watts. 

At the fina l parade of the year we bade good-bye 
to various time-expired members. Also the Com
manding Officer took the opportunity of wishing all 
mem bers the compliments of the season. 

The Alamein Dinne r this year was one of the 
biggest successes ever. Whether this was due to the 
change of ven ue we do not know, but we sincerely 
trust tha t the high standard will be ma intained. 

As is traditional. Colonel H. J . C. Stephan, Hon. 
Colonel of the Regiment, cut the cake at the fina l 
gathering of the yeiu. 

H o "!manay was celebra ted at a small " family" 
dance. However. the size of the gathering did nothing 
to dampen spi rits and a most enjoyable time was had 
by all . 

The "drought" has been broken, but bar hours 
have been so drastica ll y curtailed that scarcely any 
advantage can be taken of thi s relaxation. 

OFFICERS' MESS. 
Recovery is now complete a fter our Hockey 

match agains the Duke's officers and there appears 
to be suport fo r making this an annual event. 

On the last guest night we had the pleasure of 
li~teni ng to Cmdt. W. Sholto Dou!!las, M.C .. E.D .. 
who gave LI S his impresions of a recent visit to the 
United Kingdom. He dea lt mainly with the present 
wave of prosperity which that country is now enjoy
in!! and had some interesting things to say on the 
social set-up there. 

Cake-cutting took place on 19th December and 
the usua l gathering was held in the Mess. As a !!Uest 
we had Major C. W. Greatbead (ex-Rand Light 
Infantry, Royal Durban Li rrh t In fantry and S.A. 
Permanent Force). of the Rhodesian Army, now 
down on a recruiting tour of the Union for the 
F ederal Army. 

Rumour has it that we are to be moved out to 
Wynber~ Camp sometime in 1961. This means vac
ating what has been our Mess since 1934, a nd what 
we are likely to get in the southern suburbs is not 
yet known. 

On 6th January we had a most welcome visit from 
Major E. R. Bartlett. M.C., E .D. , down on holiday 
from Durban. H e served with the Regiment from 
the early 1930s to 1953, and still thinks there is no 
place like Cape Town. 

Congratulations to the Q.M. and Mrs. Jacka on 
the birth of a daughter and a lso to the Q.M. on his 
promotion to substantive Captain (Q.M.), w.e.f. Jst 
January, 1960. Also to Sgt. C. B. Rowe on his 
appointment to commissioned rank as 2 / Lieut. This 
last is a very welcoll)e addition to officer strength, 
more so since be bad five years' previous service with 
the Regiment, a nd his present posting is the result 
of much hard work in the face of difficulty and 
delay. 

The Mess is due to play cricket against the 
Doctors of Victoria Hospital, Wynberg, on 22nd 
Ja nuary. The M.O., Dr. Silberbauer, bas on this 
occasion decided to play for the Mess. 

SERGEANTS' MESS. 
As the 1960 F estive Season d raws to a close, we 

learn that our H eadquarters a re to be moved from 
Cape Town to Wynberg camp towards the end of 
196 1. We cannot fo resee a more hectic or exciting 
yea r than that experienced du ri ng the past year. but 
as we gaze into the crystal ball. the fu ture holds 
certain only one thing - we will have no Mess! 

Our Mess Presiden t. Major C. St. L. H one, bas 
been awarded the John Chard Decoration he so 
richly deserves. Congratula tions, Sir! Sgt. C. Rowe 
has attended a " Platoon Weapons Course" a t Yoor
trckkerboogte Military College. Sgt. P. H ugo, an 
cx•member of the Sergeants' Mess. now a Corpora l 
in the Permanent Force, instructed on this course. 
Sgt. H ugo has materia li sed into an ad mirable instruc
tor and an asset to the P.F. 

lt has been decided to compete for the Bri!!adier 
Hearne Trophy at our annual camp, the winner being 
presented with the trophy at that particular !ime. 
Con!!ratula ti ons must be extended to S/ Sgt. Steyn on 
winning the Mackie Cup. After celebrating the 
visitors' good shooting, S / Sgt. Steyn - the man with 
the golden voice - concluded by singing "Cox in a 
Box" to seven Mess members. Needless to say. an 
able chorus was provided which uproa riously assisted 
the sin!!er. 

The- E l A lamein Dinner was voted a tremendous 
success with an a lmost one hundred per cent. turnout 
by the Segeants' Mess. Sgt. Brian Feldman turned 
up at the Dinner looking as if he had just "had a 
night out with the boys." H e later confided, how
ever. tha t he bad popped in at a few "venues" before 
the Dinner! 

Con~ratulations to W.O. IT C. De Reuck and his 
wife. Theresa. on the birth of a wee High lander. 

The an nual Christmas Party did not go o ff with 
the usua l zip and bang of previous years. A more 
restrained but most enjoyable evening was had by all. 

As is customary at this time of the year, we have 
to bid farewell to a few members. who are leaving 
the Regiment. To Sgts. C. Stembridge. M. Biddie
combe and H . Winterbach we extend our best wishes 
a nd record our sincere appreciation for their fine 
services in the past. 

"H.Q." COMPANY. 
The Officers and Senior N .C.O.s of the Company 

celebrated the year end at a pleasant gathering in a 
local hostelry; some of those present having made 
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great sacrifices to attend - Major G. Forsyth c;une 
from Windhoek; C.S.M. De Reuck from his bed, a nd 
Sgt. Brian Feldman (rather late) from his firm's pa rty. 
The happy gathering soon consumed a ll available 
stocks of Windhoek lager, but Major Forsyth pro
mised to rail two crates of this beverage to us 
immediately on his return home. 

The Company's shooting was of its usually high 
standard and we won the Currie Cup for the second 
consecutive year. Our keen-eyed S/ Sgt. John Steyn 
a lso managed to walk off with the Mackie Cup. as 
he did last year. 

We congratulate Capt. C. Albertyn on havi ng at
tained I st place on the Captain's-Major's Course which 
he recently completed, and our Q.M. on his promotion 
from the unpopular rank of Field Cornet to Captain. 
Captain Jacka has also joined the ranks of proud 
fathers with the birth of a daughter, N icolette, on 
the 30th October. Congratulations to C.S.M. and 
Mrs. L. De Reuck on the birth of their son. 

We reluctantly bid farewell to two o ld stalwarts, 
C pls. Bing and Winterbach, who left us at the end 
of 1960. 

"A" COMPANY. 
The news this quarter is comprised of two items. 

No more, no less! 
DisgustL'lg! Your scribe at this stage, is begin

ning to realise that this "jolly good comoany" leads 
a singularly uneventful life between camps. 

Things have almost reached the point where. to 
provide grist for the mill. yours tru ly is faced with 
two alternatives - fiction on the one hand. and on 
the other, a movement to ensure that there are events 
to report. Which is the lesser of the two evils is a 
debatable point. Whereas the former is dangerous 
and undesirable for obvious reasons, the latter is 
likely to provide us with items that aren't recountab le 
-in the published Press anyway. The result - a 
more interesting life but no solution to the problem 
we set out to solve. 

Someone forecast in the local Press recently that 
1961 would be a year of great change and momen
tous decisions. We shall see! 

The 22nd October saw the Regiment at Bellville 
Range to fire in the afternoon for the Inter-Company 
Currie Cup. This was won by H .Q. Company by a 
short head. Second was "A" Company and third 
" B" Company. Congratulations. H.Q. ! Good 
shooting! However, please forgive us if we make a 
concerted effort in 1961 to get out of this second 
string racket. We have been runners-up all too often. 

On the morning of the same day the Officers 
fi red pistol for the si lver salver. With no "mortar" 
pistol ammuni tion, we were afraid that " A" 
Company contingent wouldn't even have a good 
excuse. But we needn't have worried. Lieut. Bud 
O' Brien won by a good margin , ensuring that it was 
the signature of an " A" Company man engraved on 
the salver. This is the fi rst "A" Company name to 
appear on this trophy for many years. A very good 
show, Lieut. O'Brien! 

At this juncture, a Merry Christmas, I trust, b as 
been celebrated by all , and I only have to wish every
one the very best of everything for 196 1. 

THE BAND. 
F irstly. we all extend our heartiest congratulations 

to Drum Major and Mrs. Schaeffer on the arrival of 
their first infant. At about the same time the Drum 
Major bad an accident and seriously injurer.! his back. 

We a ll hope for a speedy recovery. Also to our 
Drum Tutor. Ronnie Tate (ex-Drum Major of this 
Regiment) who has voluntarily returned to bring the 
d rum section up to its required standard, our sincere 
hope that he will soon regain normal physical health 
after his recent operation . 

The Band bad a very good turn-out at Simondium 
to entertain tete goers. Although transport 
organisation to Simondium was rather diffi-
cult, very few bandsmen were absent. We can 
only pu t this down to the fact that the Pipe Major 
informed the band that the occasion was a wine 
festiva l. Anyway, a good time was bad by a ll -
including the Pipe Major who got a haircut and singe 
for nothing. Now who in the band could have been 
fooling around with matches that evening? 

Ex-Springbok Cricket Capta in, Jack Cheetham, 
and his team were piped on to the field at Newlands, 
after which the band entertained the crowd during 
the lunch break. H ad that lunch break been another 
minute longer, ou r enterta inment would have been 
classed as a route march. All bandsmen and their 
ladies were given tickets to the value of 6 / - each. 
for which they could cash in for a snack a nd cup of 
tea. Someone noticed several barmen cashing up at 
the end of the day with rather a lot of those tickets 
in their floats. 

The Senior Pipers once again entertllim:d the 
Hogmanay crowds at various dances thro~tghout the 
Peninsula. 

Hogmanay celebrations could not have t dE'd an y 
better than they did. Our conj!ratulations to Mrs. 
Marwick for the exce llent manner in which she catered 
for the usual crowd that turned up at her house on 
the fi rst day of the New Year. 

1st Battalion Royal Victoria 
Regiment 

As a result of the reorganisation of the Austra lian 
Army and the disbandment of their Infantry 
Brigades, this new Regiment bas been raised to take 
the olace of 5 Infantry Battalion (The Victorian 
Scottish). 6 Infantry Battalion (The Royal Melbourne 
Regiment), and 58/32 Infantry Battalion (City of 
Essendon Regiment). 

Writing to the Colonel of the Regiment, their 
Commanding Officer, Brigadier K. T. Blarney. says 
that the traditions a nd customs of the disbanded 
Regiments are. as fa r as practicable, being retained. 
The Pipes and D rums and two killed Companies of 
the Royal Victoria Regiment will wear the Gordon 
Tartan. H eadquarters is at Victoria Street, Mel
borne. 

All Gordon Highlanders, while deeoly regretting 
the passing of our affiliated Regimen t, T he Victorian 
Scottish, will welcome the preservation of its customs 
a nd traditions within the Regiment to which they wish 
every success. 

Gordon Highlanders' Association 
Hawick Branch Annual Dinner 
This function was held in the Victoria H otel, 

Hawick. on Friday. lOth February, 1961. and was 
attended bv some twenty members under the chair
manship of Mr J. Grierson. Members were particu-
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larly pleased to have the honour of a visit from 
Brigadier The Earl of Caithness, C.B.E., D.S.O ., J .P., 
who proposed the toast of The Regiment. The com
pany had a very enjoyable evening, song and story 
being contributed by local artistes and members, and 
the following members of the Branch were present:
Mr H . A. Aitchison, 1940-45; Mr H. Bouglas, 1943-47; 
Mr D. S. Brunton, 19 18-20; M r G. Duncan; Mr J . 
W. Duncan, 1939-43 ; Mr John Forbes, 1918-20; Mr 
James Grierson, 1914-18; Mr R. Hill, 1916-19; Mr 
Geo. Hog~, 19 17-19; Mr Thomas S. Ingram, 1914-18; 
Mr W. Mitche ll , 1919-21; Mr F. D. Neave, 1916-19; 
Mr D . Rae, 1917-19. London Scottish-Mr T. S. 
Aitchison, C.A., 1938-45; Mr John Burns, 1943; Mr 
J. H ume, 1940-46. 

NOTICE 
There is a need within the Regiment fo r the fol 

lowing articles of uniform-Claymores, Plaids, Red 
and Black Hose. Any reader who can help is asked 
10 send items to-

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS, 
THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS, 

VIEWFIELD ROAD, 
ABERDEEN. 

STOP PRIESS 
STOP PRESS:-As we go to Press comes news of 

the sudden death of Lieutenant Colonel D. W. 
Hunter-Blair at the age of 66. A notice will appear 
in the next issue. 

CROSSWORD 

ACROSS: -
!. Not Monday morning's greeting (3-2-3-7). 
9. Way (4). 

10. This can be concrete or abstract (4). 
I 1. June's days are so numbered (5). 
12. "When l a m dead, I hope it may be said: ' His 

sins were scarlet, - - - his books were read' : · (3) 
- Belloc. 

14. Consumed (3). 
15.-companionship in the Battalion (7). 
17. He is responsible for regimental hygiene (3 ). 
19.- A tea-table holds a variation of 14 across (3). 
20.- Jt is cared for by an Apiarian (3). 
21. The French. 
22. Make Knott ta ll, for the average orator (6-6). 
24. The motorist's friend (2). 
25. The sort of weather the sportsman dreads (12). 
28. Ambition of the centre forward? (4) 
29.- He serve~ his country. often reluctantlv (2). 
31. It's found in some ta lk and it's hard (9). 
32. A trumpeter in Athol? {5). 
34. A place of happy memories for the Gordon 

recruit ? (6-2-3). 
38. African antelope (3). 

40. A blend without battle dress, for the chap (3). 
41. Only one of these is still regular (2). 
42. One went to market, while the other sta yed at 

home (6). 
44. Feeling nervous on the cliff top? (4). 
45. Hard hat in ·'the Ulu" (anag.) (6). 

DOWN: -
1. They sometimes hold water and often leave 

tracks behind them! (5). 
2. Decorative (10). 
3. A sugar gallery? (4). 
4. An assorted pastry, \\ben put in front of a 

weight, makes a weighty saying! (3). 
5. The mad month? (5). 
6. In tots for the Emperor (4). 
7. Comit verse (5). 
8. What all recruits are told to do! (3-4-4-3). 

12. A weapon for the officer's servant? (3). 
13. A French one (2). 
16. A wa ter bearer who sounds rather ill (4). 
17. Reference to a Sapper? (2). 
18. The sort of engine that explodes! (10). 
2". A comic feast (5). 
2 1. Amusing (9). 
23. As you wish and freel y (2-3). 
26. Coming down, (and losing your hai r?) (7). 
27. Single (3). 
30. Ruin the water extractor! (6). 
31. A foolish c up (3). 
33. The cape of good - - ? (4). 
35. The colourful Socialist (3). 
36. Recede (3). 
37. Nothing at a ll! ! (3). 
39. When you are off it, you can never quite 

understand (3}. 
42. Medal (2). 

SOLUTION TO LAST CROSSWORD. 
AC ROSS: - I. Rum; 3, Danube; 7. Albino: 8, 

Duchess Jean ; 9, DR_; II , Bromide; 12, ON; 13, MA ; 
15, Sentry; 18, Bremen ; 20, Me: 21 , Drills; 22, Events. 

DOWN: - I , Reed ; 2, March; 3. Digs; 4, An; 5. 
Now jump to it; 6. Bydand; 9, D ouble : 10. RN; II , 
Base: 14, REME; 16, Ends; 17, Yell ; 19 M en. 

T he winners of the "Tieer and Sohinx" crossword 
are: - First Prize (One Guinea Book Token): 

Mrs. E. Hutchinson, White Coppie, High Hurst
wood, Near Uckfield. Sussex. 

Second Prize (-!--Guinea Book Token) :
C / Sgt. Ross, "H.Q." Company, l Gordons. 



150 YEARS OF PROGRESS 
Modern developments have changoo 

the whole story of troop movement. 

We, too, have changed. From a 
r-~----~------~--~~------~~ small Army Agency, founded 

in 1809, we have developed a 

modern and efficient banking 

, service, not only for Army 

Officers but for civilians as 

well. Why not let us discuss 

GL YN, MILLS & CO. 
HOLT'S BRANCH 

KIRKLAND HOUSE, WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.I 
Head Office : 67 Lombard Street, E.C.3 

Agents and Bankers f or 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

Associate Banks : THE ROYAL BAN K OF SCOTLAN D · WILLIAMS DEACON'S BANK UMITED 
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Every day 
more men 
discover 

anikin 
BRITAIN 'S B IGGEST-SELLING S MA LL CIGAR 

Individually Wrapped in 'Cellophane' to bring you all their Mild Havana Flavour 

It's the best you can get 
-and you can get a bottle 
in the N.A.A.F.I. 

-~ By Appointment to Her Majesty The Qu«n ~ 
Biscuit Manufaaurers, Peek Frean &.. Co. Umited ~ 

~ 
M R. PEEK AND M R. FREAN j 

I 
When y ou're posted abroad, o/ 

air or sea, remember that there is 
a .fine selection if Peek Frean's 

biscuits at y our destination. 

PEEK FREAN 
Makers if Famous Biscuits 

~ ~ 
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Ask (or a Brit ish' Product 

B ROWN & K NIGHT LTD 
9 lower Mars h, Lambeth , S.E.I 

N AA Fl 
1921 -1961 

Forty Years of Service 
to the Services 

Cred it Sales Soar 

BULPITT & SONS, LTD., 
BIRMINGHAM E NGLAND. 

ALUMINI UM HOLLOWARE 
ELECTRICA L APPLIANCES 

SAMUEL GILL & SONS 
Designers & Manufacture rs of Jigs, Tools, 
Fixtures, Gauges & Special Machines 

Lythalls Lane, Coventry 
Tel. Cov. 88605 AirMinhlry Authority 7077Jl'37 

STAR TIME ASSORTED CHOCOLATES 
(NEW) 

REGAL FRUIT DROPS 

~iL~I·N~~:~~TT. • •~·. deep-shine 
& NEWTON l TO. -
HANLEY & LONGPORT • sti,IS your shoes 
STOKE·ON· TRENT 

Specialising in ... . ·.' with K I w I 
NON-FERROUS CASTINGS 

Of EVERY DESCRIPTION 

The phenomenal success of the instalment credit 

sales scheme introduced by Naafi in November, 1959, 

is telling proof of the extent to which it is appreciated 

by men and women of the Services. And no wonder. 

Highly favourable terms make it possible for them 

to buy from a vast range of household and personal 

goods without the need of ready cash. 

also take advantage of it. Dividend or discount is 

payable on the majority of items and the maximum 

credit charge is only a penny in the pound each month. 

Payments may be made weekly, fortnightly or 

monthly. There is no problem about post.ings; an 

agreement signed in the United Kingdom can be 

transferred to any Naafi shop anywhere. Ask your 

shop manager for de~ails. 

The scheme is open to all officers and other ranks 

over the age of 17 t years. Units and messes may 

IMPERIAL COURT , KE NN I NGTO N LA NE, LONDO N, S. E. II. 
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For over 

three-quarters 

of a century . 

. . • the name Collie's of 

Aberdeen has been synony

mous with all that is best in 

food and wine. 

PROVISION & WINE M ERCHANTS 

269 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 

Branches at CULTS & BALLATER 

I 
~Y Appointment By Appointment 

. TO H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH 
TO HER MAJESTV THE QUEEN THE QUEEN MOTHER 

Grocers Grocers 

EST. 1904 

Grams Telephone 
23950 " GALLOWSES," ABERDEEN 

W. J. MILNE 
LTD. 

Tweed Hats and Caps 

ABERDEEN SCOTLAND 

A. R. GRAY Lld.
1 

Flour and Produce Importers 

Bakers' Sundriesmen 

Wholesale Food Distributors 

Agents for: 
A. & R. TOO L TO·. 

CALEDONIA FLOUR MILLS. LEITH 

i 
i 
l 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND I 
Telephone: 24336 (3 lines) 

Telegrams: " GRAY," ABERDEEN 



DUALITY __ _ 
the Hallmark of (dl 

GARMENT 
CLEANING 
by 

STEVENSONS ! 
CLEANERS, DYERS & LAUNDERERS I 

3-DAY SERVICE 
at our shops in AB E·RDEEN 
also at 

47 HIGH STREET, BANFF 
7a MARISCHAL STREET, PETERHE.AD 
21 COMMERCE STREET, FRASERBURCH 
39 BROAD STREET, FRASERBUR'GH 
2 SlWAN' STREET, BRECHIN 
62 HIGH STREET, MONTROSE. 

NOW 
HAVE 
SOME 

CADBURYS 

-you deserve it ! 

BEER 

TO CARRY 
HOME 

MURRAY'S 
of course 

WILLIAM MURRAY & CO LIM ITED 

EDINBURGH SCOTLAND 





tJy Appointment 
1 o /Jer Majesty The Queen, 
Silversmiths and Jeweller~. 

Carrington & Co., 
ESTD. 1780 

ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

Ltd. 

REGIMENTAL JE\VELLERS AND SILVERSMITHS 

Badge Brooches in Diamonds or Gold and Enamel. 

130 REGENT STREET. W.l. TEL.: REGEl\TT 3727-8 
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