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MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR 
TAXFREE PRIVILEGES 
BUY A FORD OF BRITAIN CAR! 
You can't beat a Ford of Britain car, they're famous all 
over the world for their versatility and reliability. They 
take everything in their stride, give you mile after mile 
of comfortable, economical driving. Autobahn, dirt 
track, city street, country lane- a Ford of Britain car is 
always at home. And you get delivery priority of any 
car in the superb Ford range if you're posted abroad. 

NO BRITISH TAX TO PAY ! You can enjoy your Ford 
in Britain for up to six months before you leave, or you 
may qualify for up to twelve months' tax-free privilege 
between overseas postings. Alternatively Ford will ship 

your car direct to you. Hire purchase facilities are 
readily available. 

TAKE YOUR PICK FROM THE FABULOUS FORD 
RANGE. The complete range of exciting saloons, estate 
cars and GT cars is yours to choose from. Automatic 
transmission is available as an optional extra on all 
models from Cortina up, and of course you get the 
added bonus of world-famous Ford service and re
placemen t parts wherever you go. 

For full details of any model(s) contact your local Ford 
dealer, or fill in this coupon: 

Fto8 

Please send me, without obligation, full details of the British Ford model/ have ticked below and your personal export scheme. 

NAME 

FULL ADDRESS 

I AM BEING POSTED TO: ............................. ... ................................................................................ .. ...................................... . 

0 ANGLIA 0 CORTINA 0 CORSAIR V4 0 ZEPHYR 0 ZEPHYR V6 0 ZODIAC 

Cut out this coupon and post it to Dept. 12 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED, LONDON SALES, 88 REGENT STREET, LONDON W.l · Telephone REGent 7272 
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Gieves 
LIMITED 

I.STABLlSHED 178S 

Official Tailors and Outfitters to the Royal Scots 
27 OLD BOND STREET, LONDON, W . l. TELEPHONE: HYDE PARK 2276-9 

I HIGH STREET, CAMBERLEY. TELEPHONE 3659 

Branch~s at 

PORTSMOUTH 

22 The Hard 

CHATHAM SOUTHAMPTON CAMBRIDGE 

13 \fllitan Road 135 High Street 
Tel: :!1351 4 Tel \fed al· 4333:! Tel: 23432 

EDINBURGH WEYMOUTH HARROW 

27 Honorer Street I\ St Alban Street 32 High Streel 
Tel· Caledonian -45fi T~ 58 Tel: Byron 1045 

PLYMOUTH CHESTER DARTMOUTH 
. , 5-6 Fairfax Place 

66 \! rt Pain 1-3 St. Mtclrael s Row Tel: 2450 
Td· 6549- Tel: 20245 

CRANWELL 
BATH West Camp, 
20 Old Bond Sll·eet RA F S1a1ion 
Tel: 3154 Tel: 345 

A. G. Almond 
46 Sidney Street 
Tel: 50300 

WINCHESTER 

71 King.vgate Street 
Tel: 2096 

BROCKENHURST 

2 Brookley Road 
Tel: 2365 

LONDONDERRY 

1 Waterloo Place 
Tel: 2475 

MCEWAN'S 

GIBRALTAR 

110-1/2 Main Street 
Tel: -1308 

M ALTA 

55 Old Bakery Street 
Valletta 
Tel: Central 25817 

us qualitv beers 
wm YOUNGER'S 

SCOTTISH & NEWCASTLE BREWERIES LTD. 



A PAINTER'S EYE VIEW 

of a job that 

never ends 

The team of painters use about 
7,000 gallons of Red Oxide of 
Iron Paint to paint the Forth 
Rail Bridge from end to end 
The Red Oxide of Iron Paint IS 

suppl ied exclusively by 

CRAIG & ROSE 
LIMITED 

• 

HAMILTON & 
Gold and ihe~mi J 

EDINBURGH- GLASGOW- DARTFORD 

CHES LTD 

87 GEO R GE TREET. !EDI"'B t: G H . ~ 

II 

'q4UJJ 



I 

• 

How paying by cheque 
helps your pay go further 

Llo~d' Bank offers full banking services to all 
ran , (. r Her Majesty's Forces. 

\\ hen you have a bank account, you'll find 
that pa~ ing by c heque, automatically having a 
r~"'rd of ~our outgoings, never carrying un
nece sar~ amounts of cash on you - all help you 
to haH· a clear Yiew of what you're doing with 
~our mone~. Help it to go much further. 

L o~d Ban k. has a long tradition of service 
to the arm~. o ~ ou 'II be welcomed at any branch. 

Ask for our f ree booklet which explains 
h ow Uo~d Bank can help members of Her 

ui 

Majesty's Forces, or, if you like, write to Mr. 
E. S. Keyworth, Lloyds Bank Limited, Cox's 
and King's Branch, 6 Pall Mall, London, S. \\ .I 
He is specially concerned with liaison ben, een 
the services and the Bank . 

FOR GOOD A~D HE~ Ft:L ER\ ICE 
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Men's knitwear 
of 
uncommon 
excellence 

MAN'S SHO P GROUND FLOOR 

iv 

Easy .. Safe .. 
Investment 

• 
/41,-

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK 
TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK 
PREMIUM SAVINGS BONDS 
NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BONDS 
FOR THE INDIVIDUAL 

NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BONDS 
FOR MESS AND OTHER SERVICE 
FUNDS 

YOUR UNIT SAVINGS OFFICER CAN GIVE 
FULL DETAILS OR WRITE TO: 
THE SECRETARY. 
H.M. FORCES SAVINGS COMMITIEE, 
BLOCK B. GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS, 
LONDON ROAD. STANMORE, 
MIDDLESEX. 

• 
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" J'~A~'' 
costs a I itt le bit 

more-

Man, it's worth it 

v 

24,000 
Limbless 

Ex-Service Men 
await a word from you 

A word of encouragement and a token of help
needed, now by British Ex-Service men who have 
sacrificed a full life. Many of them are completely 
unable to help themselves. Money is urgently needed 
to help these men conquer their handicap-money to 
equip and maintain homes in which they can be given 
convalescence, or care and comfort in their old age. 
BLESMA is not aided by the State. Will you help? 

Another way you can help. Do you know any British 
Ex-Service man or woman who has lost a limb and 
would benefit from specialist help and advice? Let 
BLESMA know. 

Donations and information: Major the Earl of Ancas ter, 
T.D., Cha irman of Appeal (S.19) Midland Bank Ltd. 

89, Charlerhouse Street, London, E.C.l. 

BRITISH LIMBLESS 
EX-SERVICE MEN'S ASSOCIATION 
(Registered in accordance with the National Assista'lct Act 

1948 aud, as a charity, u1tder the Charities Act 1960). 

183 
Clatets 

and the choice of Hocks, Burgundies and 
other wines is almost as dazzling I Saccone 
and Speed make a point of offering you a 
truly magnificent variety o f wines, spirits 
and cigars. The range and quant1ty may 
surprise you-the superb quality will not 
- that's something you can always expect 
from Saccone & Speed. May we send you 
our price list ? SACCONE & SPEED LTD 
32 Sackville St, London W1. Tel. REGent 2061 
Wine Merchants to H.M.Services since 1839 



The Scottish Naval, Military and Air Force Veterans Residences 

Whlttfoord House, Canon/late, Edinbur/lh. Esrabllshea 1~10 Rosendael, Broughty Ferry, Dundee. &rablislred 1933 

These Residences were established for the purpose of not only providing food and shelter but to assist 
men to find employment. 

The rate for weekly Boarders is £2/S/- inclusive. In "ddition a ltmited number of single bedrooms are 
now available at £3/10/- per week. 

WHlTEFOORO HOUSE, wath accommodation for 169 men, " satuated within a hundred yards of 
Holyroodbouse. 

ROSE DAEL, wuh accommodation for 70 men, is at BrOuiht) Ferry and Yoithin easy reach of 
Dundee. 

Both Residences have good grounds for the usc of the Resadents, ancludang a Bowling Green at 
W bitefoord H ouse and a Puttin)l Green at Rosendael. The Billiard Room at Whatefoord House is alwa)s 
available and no cbarae is made for playana. 

There is always a constant supply of hot water for Baths. 
All applications should be directed to tbe Superintendent eatber at Whatefoord House or at Rosendael. 

• JARDINES • 
M/LIT ARY AND CIVILIAN TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS 

THE SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
T AILORS 

WILLIAM JARDINE & SONS, LTD. 
12- 14 FORTH STREET, EDINBURGH, 1 

Telephone: WAV. 6955/6 Telegrams: " Jardines, Ed inburgh " 

vi 



One of 
the good things of life! 



Don't be 
vague 

Ask for 

Batg · 

BRITAIN'S 
LARGEST- SELLING 
SCOTCH WHISKY 

viii 

8y Appointment 
To Her Majesty the Queen 

Bagpipe Makers 

R. G. HARDIE 
AND COMPANY 

Bishopbriggs 
Glasgow 

Jtlakrr5 of tf}t morlb '5 .:finest tingplprs 

Specially appointed to the 
Royal Scots and other Regiments 

J. B. JOHNSTONE 
LTD. 

(HOGG, SONS • J . B. JOHNSTONE LTD.) 

MILITARY AND 
CIVILIAN TAILORS AND 

BREECHES MAKERS 

JS SACKVILLE STREET 

LONDON, W.l 

Telephone: REGent 5915 - 5780 

Telerrams: "'CRAVATT D, LONDON" 



r~ 
DY AI' POINT\trNT TO II(R M AJI:STY TJI[ QU[[N, GOL DSMITHS At-.0 CHOWN JLW[LLLH.S, CiAil.ltAU.D AND COMPANY LIMmo ~~~ 

M assey rcrgu~on !'atiOI131 A \\Urd for Scr\iCCS to United Kingdom A gricultttrc. J\ &rO\\ inc J')bnt between t\\ OCUJlpCd hands. 

Silver Trophies • • • 
Garrards reputation for si lver trophies is built 

upon long experience and craftsmanship of 

the highest order. Our prize winning designer 

Mr. A. G. Styles, is familiar with research into 

local tradition, enabling him to produce de

Signs which are heraldically accurate and of 

h1gh artistic merit. 

Designs and estimates are submitted with

out charge and experienced advice is freely 

available at your request. 

GARRARD 
The Crown Jeweilers 

112 REGENT S T R EET WI · REG ENT 7020 

IX 



When you 

want quality-

when you want the 

fairest prices 

always go first to 

-
STADT. REISE- U. VERKEHRSBURO 

OSNABRUCK 
Nikolaiort Telephone No. 28181 

STADT. REISE- U. VERKEHRSBURO 
OSNABRUCK 

Nikolaiort Telephone No. 28181 

• 
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cZe~~7Buk 
SAN DEMAN 

SCOTCH 
Blended in Edinburgh from specially 
selected fine whiskies under the same 

family proprietorship since 1790. 

IT'S CLEARLY SEEN - IT'S THE BEST 

SAN DEMAN & SONS lTD. 25 & 27 FORTH STREET, EDINBURGH 

W. N. SHEARING 
Agricultural & Coal Merchant 
Animal Feeding Stuffs, Corn, 

Seed and Fertiliser Distributors 
SiJcocks, Spillers and 

B.O.C.M. Horse uts Supplied 

CHOLDERTON ROAD, 
GRATELEY, ANDOVER, 

HAMPSHIRE 

Telegrams: 
SHEARING 
GRATELEY 

Telephone: 
GRATELEY 
(272 3 lines) 

Agent/or Essex and Suffolk and Sun 
Insurance Offices 

xi 

DOYOUWANTATAXI? 
any time - day or night 

CAR HIRE SERVICE 
THEA BARLAGE 

SHELL GARAGE 
HEINZ BARLAGE 

Accessories and Spares at Keenest Prices 

OS A BRUC K 
DODES HEIDE 
96 ELLERSTRASSE 

T ELEPHONE 
24096 

NIGHT o. 
25627 
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Enjoy the advantages it offers you 
a Naali's terms increase your purchasing power a Give you a wide cho1ce from a wonderful varietY of 
household and personal goods costing £5 or more lis\ed in 

the Naafi illustrated catalogue 

Details from anY Naafi shop 

~ 
THE RO <"'· R!~.L SCOTS 

egunent) 

'1\tE ROYAL sc.o1S 
nHf IIIOYAliii~IMINT t 

ASSOCIATION 
JOIN NOW! 

Apply to the Secretor y nearest your home . 

London Mr. VV . 
Section 10 AI · Chapman ton Avenue 

Stanmore M'ddl • 1 esex 

Edinburgh M 
Se t

. r. J. Traynor Glasgow 
Section 

Mr. R. Travers 
54 Hill H c &on Th Abe Royal Scots Club 

Edi~~c~~g~by Place Gl 
ouse Street 

asgow, N.l 

xii 

• 
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make it 
_Ma~fA!!!!!!Y~S 

C h ar les M ackinlay & Co. Ltd .. Leith. Scotland 

X III 



LAUFER 

OSNABRUCK 
57 Grosse Strasse 

TELEPHONE 27635 

Pokale - made in our own workshops by 
•killed craftsmen 

A correct and quick delivery is guaranteed by 

The horse is a really good symbol of 

speediness. And speediness is essential 

for all transports 

he llmill\1\ 
International Forwarders 

45 Osnabriick/ Western Germany 

Elbestrssse 1-25 Telephone : 32877 

Especially for your removals to and from the United Kingdom 

Please ring Mr. Reichel, he would like to help you 

'(jy 



Osnnbrtirttr Bitr 

Bread is the Staff of Life 

But Osnabrucker is Life itself 

XV 



Let us be your partner when its 

Television 
Car Radios 
Portable Radios 
Quality Radios 

You go for 

Radio Friedemeyer 
( owner Ernst Friedemeyer) 

The best for Television and Radio 

OSNABRUCK 36 Gr. HAMKENSTRASSE TEL : 23566 

First class servicing and car 
inspections 

lNG. GERT HARMSEN 

BREMER STRASSE, at corner of 

lckerweg 

Open from 7a.m.-11p.m. 

xvi 

FOR THE BEST 

HAIR STYLES IN 

DODESHEIDE 

CONTACT 

HEINZ GLASMEYER 

Ladies and Gmtlelllans Hairdresser 

TELEPHONE: 2 39 41 

ELLERSTRASSE 89 

OSNABRUCK 



HOHTEN 

THERE 

IS 

ONLY 

ONE 

WAY 

TO 

DO ALL 

SHOPPING 

DEPARTMENT STORE WITH SUPERMARKET 
Osnabruck: Moser- Ecke WittekindstraBe Tel: 27137 

GLEIXNER 

Osnabruck's leading store 
for Camping 

and Winter Sports 
Equipment. 

t ,...., .... \BRUCK NICOLA TORT 
Tel: 23644 

wii 

"HEY 
' 

ROYAL SCOTS!" 
Heard of "Zum Limberg"? It is a _ 
gasthaus only a short way from your 

- barracks on the Hinter Dodeshiede. 
It is run by Gordon and Connie Ellis, -

~ an English couple. 

There you can have a good even
ing, in an atmosphere just like the 
pubs back home. There's even a 
piano and you can have a good old 
sing-song. Come along. Gordon and 
Connie will be pleased to see you. 



YOU'RE IN TUNE 
L. with the times 

~------

with a Clydesdale Bank cheque book in your pocket or handbag! 
You don't waste time queuing to pay household accounts-you post 
a cheque; you don't run the risk of your money being lost, stolen or 
destroyed-it's safe on a Current Account with the Clydesdale Bank. 
And the cost is really modest. Call and open a Current Account 
at your nearest branch of the Clydesdale Bank-the modern Bank in 
tune with the times. 

Ask for a copy of "Experience Counts," an 
interesting booklet which outlines t he many 
ways in which the Bank can serve you. 

Clydesdale Bank Ltd 
HEAD OFFICE: 30 ST VINCENT PLACE GLASGOW C 1 

Branches throughout Scotland Corresoondent::.'" ah parts \.If thoa wv·'d 

fOR GOOD fOOD AND 
GOOD SERVICE 

go to 

Chr. Boron 

45 Osnabruck 

Ellerstrasse 92 
Tel. 2 52 37 

THE MODERN PHOTO SHOP IN THE 
CENTRE OF OSNABRUCK 

GROSSE STRASSE-34 

lnterphoto SerVICe 

xviii 

• 



WHITBREAD 
TANKARD 

cool, refreshing flavour 
REMOVALS · STORAGE 

Regular road removal service 

LONDON • NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 

CARLISLE • EDINBURGH • GLASGOW 

Large or small consignments collected and delivered 

Ford Depositories 
Walker Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 6 

Phone: Newcastle 653696 

CARLISI,E: 15 Caatle Street, Carlisle 
Phone: 22592 Carlisle 

LONDON: The Depositories, Chase Road, 
Southgate, N.14 Phone: Palmers Green 1167/ 8 

xix 

1783 

J f ~/,ere Ouaf;Lu 
,.._ 0' 

--)~rlJice /1ave beeu 

011~ co1 tsidera /;on 

.t~e 6eneralwns. ,.. 

1965 

and 

the 

{or 
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liHLAN 
QUEEN . 

SCOTCH WHI SKY 

A Queen 
all the world 
acknotvledges 

XX 

MACDONALD 

& MUIR LTD 

DISTILLERS 

LEITH 

SCOTLAND 



THE THISTLE 
JOUR AL OF THE ROYAL SCOTS 

(THE ROYAL REGIMENT) 
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mE THISTLE is published half-yearly, in \lay anJ "-· vember, as a Regimental paper for all 
Battalions of The Royal Scots. 

All communications should be addressed to THE EDITOR, Regimental Headquarters, The 
Royal Scots (.The Royal Regiment}, The Castle, Edinburgh. I. 

The annual subcription from 1st January, 1953, is: officers, past and present, for the mean
time, 12s.; for all other ranks, past and present, 6s., post free, pa~able in advance-in the case 
of Battalions to the Battalion correspondent, and in the case of indi\1dual subscribers to the 
Editor direct. Single copies: officers past and present, 6s.; other ranks, past and present, 3s .• 
post free. Cheques, postal orders, etc., should be made payable to the Editor. 

Subscribers who can do so are requested to pay by banker's order in the first instance. 
It is particularly requested that all communication~ intended for in,ertion in the May issue 

should be posted to reach the Editor by 15th March, 1967. and for the ovember number 
by 15th September, 1967. 

Contributions, which are earnestly solicited , must be written in ink, or type\\ritten, on one 
side of the paper only, and a margin must be left. It should be stated if the \1S. IS to be 
returned, and, if not original. the name of the source from wh1ch it is taken must be given. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted. 

Copies of the paper are sent in bulk to Battalion correspondents, who make arrangements for 
delivery to subscribers in their Battalions. Other subscribers receive their copies direct by post. 

Copies may be obtained at any time from the Editor a t the above address. 
Contributors are earnestly asked not to use abbreviations. 
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2 THE THISTLE 

EXTRACTS FROM "LONDON GAZETTE" 
REGULAR ARMY 

The undermentioned officers relinquish their appointments with effect from the date'> 
stat.ed:-

Major J. Bruce, M.C., H.Q. Scottish Command, 15th April, 1966. 
Major A.M. Warrack. H.Q. Lowland Brigade, 15th ~ay, 1966. 
Major R. C. Mothersill, Edinburgh University O.T.C., 15th May, 1966. 
The undermentioned officers are on the Army Staff List of Officers recommended for staff 

train.ng .n accordance ~ ith D.C.!. (Army) Parts I· V, 205 of 1964, paragraphs 13 and 14. 
Captain J. V. Dent. 
Captain G. L. Purves. 
The undermentioned officers assumed their appointment-; with effect from the date' 

stated:-
S.O.P.T. Major R. J. Rutherford. H.Q. Scottish Command. 15th April. 1966. 
G.S.O. 3(0p~). Captai11 D. J. C. Meeh:1n, H.Q. Scottish Command. 12th May, 1966. 
Major A. M. Warrack, Edinburgh University O.T.C .. I ~th \1ay, 1966. 
Major J. Bruce, M.C .. retires on retired pay, 16th April, 1966, and ts granted the honorary 

rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Second-Lieutenant David John Sinclair Hepburn from Short Service Commission to be 

Second-Lieutenant. 3rd \.fay. 1966. with seniority 2nd \1a>. 1964. 
Second-Lieutenant G. S. Grant to be L:eutenant, 18th June. 1966. 
Second-Lieutenant R. C. Dick<on to be Leutenant. I 8th June. 1966. 
LiButenant M. B. H. A~hmore to be Captain. 23rd July. 1966. 
Lieutenant I. M. C. Dawson to be Captain. 23rd July, 1966. 
W.O. Class I Leslie SLnner. M.B.E., to be Captain (Q.\1.), 23rd May, 1966, with an 

antedate for seniority purpo<e' only to 1st April. 1966. and with precedence in Infantry 
next above C. H. Botwright, R.F. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 

CLAS<; III 
Lieutenant A. Corbett from Army Emergency Reserve of Officers, National Service List to 

be lieutenant. 6th October. 1965. 
Lieutenant-Colonel (Honorary Brigadier) H. W. Forsyth. C.B.E., having attained the age 

l'm't. ce::t5e5 to belong to the Res!rve of O!llc~rs. 14th April. 1966. 
Captain W. R. I eslie Thorne. hning attained the ag~.; limit relinquishes his commission. 

29th June. 1966. and is granted the honorar) rank of Captain. 

TERRITORIAL AR\1Y 

Second-Lieutenant A. C. J. Watson (on probalion) restgns his commisston, 8th February. 
1966. 

William Ramsay Watt (formerly R.S.) to be Lieutenant, 15th March, 1966, \\ith seniority. 
l<t Januan. 1963. 

Captain W. M. S. Myles. T.D .. to be Major, 6th March, 1961, with seniont~ ht \hrch. 1957. 
Major W. M. S. Myles, T.D .. at his own request reverts to the rank of Captain, 1st May. 

1961. 
Caot3in W. M. S. Myles, T.D .. to be Major, 29th April, 1962, with seniority 27th February. 

1958. 
Offic~r Cadet H enry Cassells Grant to be Second-Lieutenant (on probation). 8th June. 1966. 
Second·L;eutenant J. W. T. Simpson (on probat:on). is confirmed in his appointment as 

Second-L!cutenant, 13th September. 1963. To be Lieutenant 19th June, 1966. 

TERRITO RI AL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 

Lieutenant A. C. W. A. Eccles relinquishes his commission, 5th Apri l, 1966, on appointment 
to a com.,..is~ i on in the R N.R. 

Captain (Honorary Major) C. M. G. H erriot. M.C .. T .D .. having attained the age limit 
ceases to belone to the T.A. Reserve of Officers. 3rd September, 1966, retain-ing the 
honora ry rank of Major. 
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REGIMENTAL NEWS 
The undermentioned officer, having qualified on a course at the Army Aviation 

Centre, is entitled to the symbols indicated below against his name in military 
records:-

Lieutenant A. J. Charteris "p.h." 
The undermentioned officer successfully completed the 30th Course at the Joint 

Services Staff College which ended on 16th December, 1965, and is entitled to the 
symbol "j.s.s.c." against his name in military records: -

Major J. L. Wilson-Smith. 
The Practical Examination for the Army Staff Course and for Promotion to 

Major. 
The undermentioned officer has passed the practical part of the Staff / Promotion 

Examination:-
Captain F. F. Gibb. 

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS NEWS 
Summer is always a busy time at Regimental Headquarters and this year it 

has been more so than usual. The highlights have been the visits of parties from 
our allied and affiliated Regiments, the Royal Newfoundland Regiment and the 
lOth Princess Mary's Own Gurkha Rifles. 

The visit of sixty-four members o( the Royal Newfoundland Regiment was 
indeed an ambitious affair-the main event being a visit to the Battlefield of 
Beaumont Hamel where fifty years ago the Regiment fought its greatest battle 
and in the process suffered enormous casualties. Many of the party were veterans 
who had fought in the Battle but there were others who are still serving in the 
Regiment together with a number of wives to keep order. 

Chartering a plane the party landed at Pres1wick on 27th June, proceeding to 
Ayr where the Regiment had their Depot during World War I. Led by Lieutenant
Colonel John Allston, the Regiment's present Commanding Officer, the party 
came on to Edinburgh where they were joined by their Honorary Colonel, Sir 
Leonard Outerbridge, whom we were delighted to see again and find in his usual 
excellent form. After being guided round the f,how places in the Castle the party 
came on to the Regimental Museum where they were entertained to drinks and 
met a number of Royal Scots Officers, both past and present, who live in these 
parts. Later The Royal Newfoundland Regiment had lunch at the Club to which 
they kindly asked the Regimental Secretary, the Chairman of the Museum 
Committee and two members of the Cl ub Committee. The Club Staff worked 
exceedi ngly hard to produce an excellent meal and a good time was had by all. 
Favoured by unusually fine weather we hope the members of the Royal Newfound
land Regiment enjoyed their visit as much as we did. 

On 4th and 5th July we were delighted and honoured to receive a visit from 
a party of the lOth Princess Mary's Own Gurkha Rifles. They included Lance
Corporal Rambahadur Limbo, V.C., and Captain C. E. Maunsell, M.C., who 
were on a visit to this country to receive at the hands o( Her Majesty The Queen 
the Victoria Cross and Military Cross which they had recently so worthily won in 
operations in Sarawak. Their very strenuous two days included being received 
by the Lord Provost, lunches at The Royal Scots Club and North Britbh Hotel, 
sightseeing tours of Edinburgh and the Trossachs and a visit to the Lowland 
Brigade Depot where Rambahadur Limbu met the only other serving V.C., 
Sergeant Speakman, K.O.S.B. Much of the entertainment was made possible 
through the generosity and planning of Mr. Tom Currie of the City Chambers, 
himself an ex-Royal Scot and member of the Brigade of Gurkhas. This party was 
followed almost immediately by a visit from the Bisley Team of the 2nd / lOth 
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Battalion Princess Mary's Own Gurkha 
Rifles under Major G. D. Johnson. Apart 
from the pleasure which these visits 
afforded to the members of the Regiment 
in Edinburgh, and especially to Regiment
al Headquarters, they offered a splendid 
opportunity to further our links with our 
affiliated and allied Regiment. 

Regimental Cocktail Party. - For the 
second year runnmg, this annual event at 
Glencorse Barracks was marred by atroc
ious weather conditions. Torrential rai 1 

caused the cancellation of Retreat which 
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was to have been beaten by the Pipes and T HREE STRANGE BIRDS 
Drums and Military Band of the l si CORMORANTS 
Battalion. However, it is an ill wind that Courses 30, 3L and 32 at Joint Services 
blows nobody any good and over 150 Staff CoUegc, Latimer 
members of the Regiment and their guests Lefr ro righr: Major R. F. Richardson, 
seemed to enjoy the extra drinking time M.B.E.; Major J. L. Wilson-Smith; Major 
thus afforded. H . F. 0 . Bewsher 

Visitors to Regimental Headquarters and the Museum have included a number 
of members of the lst Battalion whom we were del ighted to welcome during their 
leave prior to going to Germany. Major Tom Maloney (Jnr.), on leave from the 
Trucial Oman Gendarmerie; A. D. W. Sanderson, late Major 1 R.S., who is nov. 
Governor of Liverpool Jail ; Major R . J. MacCallum, M.C., v..ho is leaving the 
Regiment temporarily to command the 1st Battalion King's Own Scottish 
Borderers: and Old Royals in the shape of A. Wood , aged eighty, late of the 
1st Battalion; Charles Salter. late 2nd Battalion, from Tottenham: and ex-C.S.M. 
Callaghan, from Dundee. 

Congratulations to Lieutenant-Colonel D. T. Young, D.F.C. , on being appointed 
to command the 1st Battalion w.e.f. March , 1967, also to Major W. R. C. E lliott , 
M.C., on being appointed a Deputy Lieutenant of Edinburgh. 

The Caledonian Ball was held in London on 9th May last. Despite the absence 
of the I st Battalion in Canada, the Regiment were able to provide a Regimental 
Set Reel. Those who kindly took part were:-

Major and Mrs. H. F. 0. Bewsher. 
Major and Mrs. P. M . Ferguson. 
Major A . R. G . Addison and Miss Sally Stainforth. 
Captain R . A . Fegan and Miss Penelope Dixon. 

R egimental Tweed. Thanks to the kindnes of Mr. A. B. W. Buchanan, a 
Director of Messrs. George Harrison & Co. Ltd., and a member of The Royal 
Scots Club, and to the co-operation of Mr. Duncan Lowe of Stewart, Christie & 
Co. Ltd., of 86 George Street, Edinburgh, a new supply of Regimental Tweed has 
been obtained. It i being held by Stewart, Christie & Co. and may be purchased 
from them at 52s. 6d. per yard, either to make up into a suit on the premises 
o r elsewhere on production of a certificate that the purchaser is a member of the 
Regiment which can be obtained from The Regimental Secretary. It is hoped tha t 
this new tweed, which is of the same design and of particularly good value for 
the quality of the uiting, will be well supported. 

Departure of the 1st Battalion for Osnabruck.- The Colonel of the Regiment 
sent the following message to Lieutenant-Colonel A. W. R . Currie, O.B.E., on the 
eve of the 1st Battalion's departure:-

.. 
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" On the eve of your departure from United K ingdom for service in B.A.O .R . 
l wish to congratulate All Ranks for the high standard achieved whilst serving 
in the Strate!!ic Reserve. Well done: you ha ve maintained and greatly enhanced 
the high traditio ns of the Regi ment during the past three years. I wish you all 
a very successful and happy tour of duty in Germany where, once again, I know 
you will display the high standards of the Regiment. Good luck to you all." 
tOOth Birtlular.- On 16th October. 1966. our oldest Royal Scot, Mr. Albert 

Ardrey. celebrates his lOOth birthda~. Mr. Ardrey is largely confined to his house 
but the Colonel of the Regiment. representatives of the London Section of the 
A ssociation and a piper will vi~it hrm to make a small representation and 
a birthday cake and drink his health. 

Mr. Ardrey. whom man~ \\Ill remember at London Se~.:tion Dinner~ which he 
attended regularly until qune recentl). joined the 2nd Battalion in 1890 when 
he was twenty-four. He ~ened m Mandalay and later in the South African War. 
An intensely loyal Royal Scot we salute him and wish him well. 

The Military 1/era/dry Society. We have been asked to mention this Society 
which was formed m early 1951 with the object of promoting interest in the study 
and collection of the formation signs of all the military forces in the world. Since 
1951 the membership 11as grown to over 300 scattered throughout the world. 
The Annual Subscription is 7s. and a free quarterly bulletin is issued to members. 
Anyone interested should write to the Honorary Secretary, Major J . Waring. 
D.L.I., F.R.E.S., Ho neypot Farm. Wendling, Dereham, orfolk. 

A m~/o-K ore an Society. An A nglo-Korean Society was founded in 1956 and 
now has over 100 Korean and British member~. I ts prin<.:ipal object is to foster 
friendship between the United Kingdom and the Republic of Korea. 

Dinners. K imchu parties. lectures, film shows, etc., are held three or more times 
a year in London. 

The Regiment has become a Life Member of this Society which allows any 
members of the Regiment to attend its functions which will be notified from 
time to time. 

Commemoration Service. The Queen's Edinburgh Rifles held their 51st Annual 
Commemoration Service for those of the 4th and 5th Battalions who fell in 
World War l, and all members of the Regiment who fell in the two World Wars 
and in other actions, o n Sunday, 26th June, in the Kirk of the Greyfriars. 

Members of the Town Council attended in their robes and Bai ll ie Dinwiddie 
inspected about twenty-five Veterans of the Queen's Edinburgh Rifles after the 
Service. 

Colonel T. R. Broughton repre ented Regimental Headquarters. 

RECRUITING 
Major J . H Sunderland left the R ecruiting Team last J uly to take up the 

appaintment of Brigade Major of 125 We-.t Lancashire Infantry Brigade (T.A.). 
It is right that we should place on record the enormous amount of work which 

Maior Sunderland put in to make this team a thoroughly efficient unit. 
The poor recruiting climate and the relatively disappointing resu lts are no 

re fle~tion whatsoever u pon the detailed organiLation and planning which he had 
put mto the running of this "ke) ·· induqry, and great credit is due to him and 
the member-. of his team for their continued enthusia-.m under frustrating 
conditions. -

Captain Ian Dawson is <.:ontinuin!! with the good work and we are at last able 
to report that, thanks to the \\<ell-laid foundations of operations. we are beginning 
to see a better return for our efforts. 

During the fortnight immediately preceding the Scottish Command Tattoo, we 
were lucky in having the services of the Pipes and Drums and Military Band of 
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the 1st Battalion. Their presence and their performances were an enormous 
encouragement to our recruiting efforts, and, although it is too early to judge 
the results, we are sure that their hard work cannot have been anything but 
beneficial. 

The ground covered by the Band Programmes was at Dunbar, Haddington, 
Prestonpans, Peebles and Linlithgow. Only once was the performance rained off 
and this was at Bathgate. Both Bands were also able to take part in the Depot 
"Open Week-end" on 6th and 7th August which provided an opportunity for them 
to be seen and heard by the recruits at the Depot, together with their friends and 
relations. 

It is true to say that, in spite of the efforts of any team working in the recruiting 
area, it is essential that every serving Royal Scot treats the acquisition of new 
members for the Regiment as a crusade. 

This is more than ever important when it is realized that the 1st Battalion is 
hidden away in Germany and at home we will shortly be deprived of nearly all 
our Territorial representation when the 8th / 9th ceases to exist as a viable Royal 
Scot unit. 

The recruiting team, therefore, will be grateful for all the support which can be 
obtained from serving Royal Scots visiting this country on leave or on courses. 

THE SINKING OF THE "LISBON MARU" 
By G. C. HAMILTON 

In the annals of modern warfare, the sinking of the "Lisbon Maru," as a result 
of which over 1,000 officers and men lost their lives, does not perhaps rate very high 
as a horror story. There have been many incidents in which many more people have 
been killed, in more brutal fashion. But it stands out as an example of unnecessary 
killing, of callous disregard for human Lives which could have been saved. 

Each of the survivors remembers with clarity his own part in this affair, but few 
know all the facts. The account which follows is based on the account by Martin 
Weedon in his book "Guest of wz Emperor"; the newspaper accounts of the War 
Crimes trials of the Japanese responsible; extracts from the log of the U.S.S. 
"Grouper," which torpedoed the "Lisbon Maru"; newspaper accounts of the 
presentation to the Sing Pang Islanders, who helped the survivors; the newspaper 
account in the Japan Times Weekly dated 20th October, 1942; "The Knights of 
Bushido," hy Lord Russell of Liverpool; personal tu:cou.nts written at the time; 
and personal reminiscences. 

One matter should be placed beyond doubt. The official Japanese account quoted 
the survivors as voicing indignation against the American submarine which sank 
the ship. This is quite untrue. The "Lisbon Maru" was armed and carried Japanese 
troops as well as prisoners of war; she bore no sign that she was a P.O.W. ship. 
The American submarine was fully justified in sinking her, and I never heard any 
criticism of the Americans for their action. 

The affair is worth recording for one other reason: the gallantry of a number of 
individuals and the high standard of conduct of all the men. Some individual acts 
are recorded in these pages, but there were many others of which I have 110 personal 
knowled~:e. The ~teneral steadfastness was due in large measure to the leadership of 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. M. Stewart, O.B.E., M.C. , the Commandin~t Officer of 
the Middlesex Regiment (The Diehards). 

G. C. HAMILTON. 
Hong Kong, 
J st February, J 966. 
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PREPARATION IN HONG KONG 
On 25th September, 1942, 1,816 British prisoners of war were assembled on the 

parade ground of Shamshuipo Camp, Hong Kong, and were addressed by Lieutenant 
Hideo Wada of the Imperial Japanese Army through his interpreter iimori 
Genichiro. 

'·You are going to be taken away from Hong Kong," he said, "to a beautiful 
country where you will be well looked after and well treated. I shall be in charge of 
the party. Take care of your health. Remember my face." 

Reactions among the prisoners of war were mixed. After the initial shock of 
the surrender on Christmas Day, 1941, had been absorbed, hopes had run high for 
an early release. But by now it bad become apparent that no relief was to be 
expected from the Chinese Army. Singapore and the Philippines had fallen to the 
Japanese, and the news from the European theatre was bad. 

Conditions in the main camp in Shamshuipo and the officers' camp in Argyle 
Street were poor. Quarters were crowded and food was inadequate. Medical 
supplies were scarce and a diphtheria epidemic had reached alarming proportions. 
Deaths were common. A few intrepid men had escaped, but reprisals on those who 
remained were so severe, and the punishment of those who were caught was so 
savage that future escapes were doubtful, even for those who still retained sufficient 
stamina to make the attempt. 

There ,.,ere some who argued that a move to Japan, which seemed the obvious 
destination, would be an improvement since (they believed) the Japanese Army 
would not wish to di splay in its own home land its inhumanity to its prisoners 
of war, and that consequently better treatment might be expected. The more cynical 
scouted these ideas and would have preferred to stay in Hong Kong where, perhaps, 
the chances of rescue and escape were slightly greater. But discussion was futile, 
for a prisoner of war has no choice of action. 

ON BOARD THE LISBON MARU 
The men were divided into groups of fifty, each group being in the charge of 

a subaltern, while the whole party was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. M. 
(Monkey) Stewart, O.B.E., M.C., the Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion of 
the Middlesex Regiment (The Diehards), assisted by a small number of officers. 

After an exhaustive but (as it turned out) ineffective medical examination, the 
prisoners were loaded on 27th September into lighters from the pier at the corner 
of Shamshuipo Camp and taken out to a freighter of some 7,000 tons, the Lisbon 
Maru, under the command of Captain Kyoda Shigeru, where they were accom
modated in three holds. In o. 1 hold, nearest the bows, were the Royal Navy 
under the command of Lieutenant J. T. Pollock. In No. 2 hold, just in front of the 
bridge. were the Royal Scots (2nd Battalion), the Middlesex Regiment (1st Battalion) 
and some smaller units, all under Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart; and in No. 3 hold. 
just behind the bridge, were the Royal Artillery under Major Pitt. Conditions were 
very crowded indeed, all men lying shoulder to shoulder on the floor of the hold 
or on platforms erected at various heights. The officers on a small 'tween-deck half 
way up the hold were similarly crowded. 

Food was quite good by prisoner of war standards: rice and tea in the morning. 
lind rice, tea, a quarter-tin of bully beef and a spoonful of vegetables in the evening. 
There was sufficient water for drinking, but none for washing. Some cigarettes were 
issued, a great luxury. The latrines consisted of wooden hutches hanging over the 
side of the ship and were too few for the numbers on board. About half the men 
were provided with kapok life belts. At the subsequent War Crimes trial Interpreter 
Niimori claimed that every man bad a life belt, which he checked at each roll call. 

There were also on board 778 Japanese troops and a guard of twent) -five under 
the command of Lieutenant Hideo Wada. 
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The ship sailed on 27th September. The first four days were uneventful. The 
weather was good and the prisoners were allowed on deck in parties for fresh 
air and exercise. 

There were four life-boats and six rafts, and according to the Captain it was 
decided that the four life-boats and four of the rafts shou ld be set aside for the 
Japanese if required, leaving two rafts for the I ,8 16 prisoners. 

THE TORPEDO ATTACK 
On the night of the 30th September, I 942, the U.S.S. Grouper (SS 214), belonging 

to Division 81 of the United States Pacific Fleet Submarine Force, was engaged in 
its second War Patrol in an area to the \Outh of Shanghai. It was a bright moonlight 
night, and at about 4 a.m. Grouper sighted about nine sampans and a 7,000-ton 
freighter, the Lishon Mam. Her Commanding Officer decided that the night was 
too bright for a surface attack, so he paced the target in order to determine her 
course and speed, and then took up a posit ion ahead o[ the ship to await daylight 
on 1st October. While he was doing so he passed within 4.000 yards of two fishing 
boats equipped with fishing lights and side-light . 

In o. 2 hold of the Lisbon Mam Lieutenant G. D. Fairbairn of the Royal Scots, 
Duty Officer for the day, visited the lower deck at 6.30 a.m. on 1st October to rouse 
the men and ensure that they rolled up their bedding and dressed before roll call 
at 7 a.m. Several of the men took the opport unity of visiting the scarce latrines on 
deck before the morning rush began a wise precaution as it turned out. 

At daylight, the Usbon Mam changed course about fifty degrees leaving the sub
marine in a poor position from which to attack. She dived and began her approach . 
At 7.04 a. m. she fired three torpedoes at the closest range attainable (3,200 yards) 
but cored no hit . The ship remained on course: the commander fired a fourth tor· 
pedo and in two minutes ten seconds heard a loud explosion. He rai ed the periscope 
and saw that the ship had changed course about fifty degrees to the right and had 
then stopr;ed. There was no visible sign of damage. The Grouper then headed 
for a position abeam to starboard for a stra ight bow shot. The Commander continues 
his rerort : ''Target meanwhile hoisted flag re embling 'Baker' and was firing at us 
with what sounded like a small-calibre gun. Sharp explosion<; all around us." 

On board the ship the prisoners heard and felt an explosion, after which the 
engines topped and the lights went out; but they did not know whether the ship 
had been torpedoed or whether there had been an internal explosion in the engine 
room. There was wild activity and shouting among the Japanese; some prisoners 
who were on deck were hustled and pu shed into the holds, and the ship's gun 
began firing. About ten sick men, who had been allowed to remain permanently on 
deck, \\ere also sent down into the packed hold , with an order that they should 
be "isolated." In the holds, the prisoners sat gloomily, wondering what was 
happening and whether they were going to get any breakfast. 

The account in the Japan Times Weekly of 20th October, 1942, was difierent. 
"We must rescue the British prisoners of war was the foremost thought which 
leaped to our minds when the ship met the disaster," said Sub-Lieutenant Hideo 
Wada. ''It was just the hour for the roll call of prisoners; somewhat taken aback, 
they were about to stampede. 'Don't worry, Japanese planes and warships will 
come to your rescue,' we told them. The commotion died down. It was encouraging 
to note that they had come to have such trust in the Imperial Forces during a brief 
War Prisoners' camp life." 

By 8.45 a.m. Grouper had reached a firing position for a zero degree gyro, eighty 
degrees track, range I ,000 yards. She fired the fifth toroedo with a six-foot deoth 
setting, but missed. The ship had now developed a slight list to starboard. The 
Commander did not wish to use another bow torpedo so he worked around to 
a position 1,000 yards on the port side and at 9.38 a.m. fired a sixth torpedo from 
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the stern tube 180 degrees gyro, eighty degrees track, with a depth setting of zero 
feet. He did not wait to see the results but immediately went to 100 feet and heard 
a loud explosion forty seconds later "definitely torpedoish ." Just before firing this 
sixth and last torpedo the Commander spotted a light bomber Mitsubishi Davai 108 
over the target, and about two minutes later three depth charges, none of which 
was close, exploded. 

I t is doubtful whether this sixth torpedo hit. The prisoners did not observe it, 
but it could have passed unnoticed among the sound of depth charges exploding 
round the ship. 

The Japanese claim to have destroyed this torpedo. "It was just about 10.30 a.m. 
that I happened to discover the sixth torpedo rushing towards our vessel," said one 
of the gunners. "Corpora l Moji gave us the order to fire at the torpedo ... 
Surprised beyond words, but faithful to the order, we charged our cannon with 
a shell, aimed at the torpedo, and fired. We then looked ahead of us and discovered 
that we had scored a direct hit." 

The submarine then came up to periscope depth. The plane could be seen but 
the ship had disappeared and the Commander assumed, incorrectly, that she had 
sunk. 

IN THE HOLD 
On board the ship the Japanese had calmed down but had become unco-operative. 

Requests for food and water were refused. There was no latrine accommodation 
in the holds and many of the men were suffering from dysentry or diarrhoea. 
Requests for permission to attend the latrines on deck. or for receptacles to be 
passed down, were ignored. 

The submarine stayed in the vicinity throughout the day, occasionally hearing 
depth charges, as did the prisoners on the ship. Dusk. settled , the sky was overcast 
and visibility through the periscope was poor. At 7.05 p.m. the Commander sighted 
lights astern and he decided to surface "and remove ourselves while the removing 
was good." 

For the prisoners it was a long, uncomfortable and increasingly anxious day. 
It was by now clear that the ship had been disabled and was li ~ting; but the 
prisoners had no means of knowing the extent of the damage or what measures 
were being taken for their relief. 

In the course o f the day the Japanese partially closed the hatches, leaving 
a canvas wind funnel through which some air could reach the men in the hold. 

According to the evidence of Captain Kyoda Shigeru , master of the Lisbon Mam. 
at his trial in Hong Kong in October, 1946, the Japanese destroyer Kure arrived 
on the scene during the afternoon of I st October and an order was received about 
5 p.m. to transfer all the 778 Japanese troops to the dest royer. While this transfer 
was taking place. with the aid of two life-boats, the Toyo/...uni Mam arrived under 
Captain Yano, and a conference was held on board the Lisbon Mant at which it 
was decided that the remaining Japanese troops shou ld be transferred to the 
Toyokuni Mam and not to the Kure. The seventy-seven members of the crew and 
the twenty-five guards under Lieutenant Wada were to remain on the Lishon .\faru 
<Jnd arra ngements were to be made for her to be towed to shallow water 

After the Japanese troops had been removed to safety, Captain Kyoda Sh . .;eru 
and Lieutenant Wada discussed what should be done about the prisoners Acl. rding 
to the Captain, Lieutenant Wada said that it was impossible for twenty-ll\e guards 
to guard 1.816 prisoners and that the best solution would be to close the hatches. 
The Captain said that he objected to the closing of the hatches on the !!round'\ that 
ventilation would become very bad and also on the ground' that if there wa' 
another attack and the ship sank with the hatch cover chsed. there would be 
a needless waste of lives. Wada appeared to accept th1s. but. according to the 
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Captain, at about 8 p.m. one of the guards came and adopted a very truculent 
attitude. He told the Captain that the guards did not wish to be ki lled by the 
prisoners of war and asked why the hatches should not be closed. The Captain 
asked the guard if he was a soldier, and he then left. At about 9 p.m. Wada came 
to the bridge and ordered the Captain 10 have the batches closed. Wada said that 
he was responsible for guardi ng the prisoners of war and tha t the Master of a ship 
had no authority to interfere. The attitude of Wada was very threatening, so the 
Captain ordered the First Officer to close the hatches. 

On the instructions of Lieutenant Wada, '"'ho, accord ing to the officia l account 
in the Japan Times Weekly, ''di rected the rescue atop the mast of the siking Lisbon 
Maru the hatches were then closed, canvas tarpaulins were stretched over them 
and roped down, leaving the prisoners in complete darkness. As the night wore on 
the air beca me very foul indeed, and men began to wonder how long they could 
survive. No food had been received for twenty-four hours a nd most men had 
finished the small ration of water in their water bottles. It was also over twenty-four 
hours since the prisoner , with the exception of those who had been on deck at 6.30 
a.m., had been to the latrine; and in a packed hold, with everyone shou lder to 
~boulder, no facilities could be improvized. But despite these discomforts the men 
remained calm, and were reassured by Colonel Stewart's insistence that even the 
Japanese would no t abandon a ship and kill all the prisoners of war. Indeed mora le 
remained remarkably high. C.O.M.S. Hendersc>n of the Royal Scots, in particular, 
his beard jutting out aggressively, encouraged non-swimmers like himself by insisting 
that now was their opportunity to learn. Repeated attempts by Lieutenant Potter of 
the St. John Ambulance Association, who spoke Japanese, to communicate with 
the guards on deck brought no response. 

In the course of the long night, the me n in No. 2 hold got in touch with the R oyal 
Navy in No. 1 hold by tapping on the bulkhead and with the Royal Artillery in 
No. 3 hold by word of mouth a long some sort of vent. Conditions in No. 1 ho ld 
were similar to those in No. 2, except that two diphtheria patients had died, but 
conditions in No. 3 were much worse. Water was rising in the hold there, and the 
officers and men had to man the pumps; but because of the extreme heat and 
shortage of air, men lost consciousness after undertaking a few strokes on the pump. 
and some of them collapsed into the wate r and drowned. 

At some period during the night Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart decided to prepare 
for a break-out. He accordingly approached Lieutenant H. M. Howell, who was 
something of an expert in these matters, having been in two previous shipwrecks, 
and ordered him to try to make a hole in the hatch covers. One of the resourceful 
British troops produced a long butcher's knife which had escaped the eyes of th e 
Japanese searchers; and armed with this Howell mounted an iron ladder in pitch 
darkness and tried to make an ope ning. But having to hold on to the ladder with 
one hand, and suffering from lack of oxygen, Howell was unable to effect any 
purchase, and was obliged to abandon the attempt. 

By dawn on 2nd October, it was apparent to Captai n Kyoda Shigeru, according 
to his evidence at his trial, that the ship was in imminent danger of sinking, and 
he sent a flag message to the Toyokuni Maru at 8.10 a.m. asking permission for 
everyone to abandon ship. At 8.45 a.m. he was informed that a ship would be sent 
alongside to take off the Japanese guards and the crew, but not the prisoners. 
" All the Japanese, of course, were preoared to share a common fate with the 
British Prisoners of War," said the official Japanese account. ''That was why 
we all put on our lifebuoys at the same time." 

It seems probable, in fact, that nearly all the Japanese had been removed from 
the ship by this time, leaving only a small rear-guard of about five guards to keep 
the prisoners from escaping. 
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THE BREAK OUT 

By about 9 a.m., twenty-four hours after the torpedoing, the aJr m the holds 
was dangerously foul and it was evident that men could not survive much longer. 
Then the ship gave a heavy lurch and as it was apparent that she could not last 
much longer, Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart ordered H owell to try again to force the 
hatch covers. This time H owell found the rickety wooden staircase which led to the 
hatch cover. He mounted the stairs, forced his knife between the timbers, cut the 
rope, sliced the tarpaulin and then with a great effort forced up one of the baulks 
of timber. He then climbed through the apperture, followed by Lieutenant Potter 
and a few other men. After reporting to Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart that he could 
see an island, H owell noticed some British Gunners from No. 3 hold struggling to 
get out through portholes on to the well-deck. He unscrewed a bulkhead door to 
release them and then made a second opening in the hatch at the point where the 
iron-rung ladder led up from the hold. 

The Japanese (it is believed that on ly about five of them were left by this time) 
had taken no action up to this point, but they now opened fire from the bridge. 
Howell ducked and the shots went through the hole which Howell had made, 
killing one man in the hold and slightly wounding Lieutenant G. C. Hamilton. The 
Japanese then fired again at the escape party and wounded Lieutenant Potter. 
Lieutenant Howell assisted him back into the hold, where he d ied. 

As soon as H owell returned to the bold he was asked by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stewart about the state of the ship. There was a long pause in the silence of the 
hold before Howell replied that the position was desperate and that the ship would 
sink at any moment. The ship then gave a further lurch ; possessions began to slide 
across the hold and water poured in through the first opening in the hatch which 
Howell had made. 

Colonel Stewart then gave the order for all to leave the hold . This was soon 
a fter 9 a.m. Led by Howell , a number of men rushed up the staircase on the deck 
and plunged over the side of the ship into the water, where they started to swim 
towards the islands. They were fired at from the bridge and some of them were hi t. 

For the first time since the torpedo struck the ship there was some panic in the 
hold, as men raced up the wooden stairway and climbed the iron ladders, desperately 
trying to push aside the heavy baulks of timber. Some men climbed over each others 
shoulders, some fell to the bottom of the hold and there was great noise and 
shouting. But this lasted only for a short time and order was quickly restored, the 
men forming up into long queues at the stairway and ladders. 

Water continued to pour in through the openings in the hatch and there seemed 
little hope of getting out before the ship sank. In the dim light which filtered into 
the bold, Captain Cuthbertson, Adjutant of the R oyal Scots, carefully put on his 
Tam O'Shanter, and in reply to a question on whether caps were to be worn on 
this parade answered that he preferred to meet his God properly dressed. 

Had the ship sunk at thi s stage, few would have escaped, but by good fortune 
the stern had come to rest on a sandbank leaving the forepart of the ship as far 
as the bridge sticking out of the water, with successive waves pourin ~ into the hold. 
She remained in this position for about an hour, which gave sufficient time for 
all live men to climb or be assisted out of the three holds. 

On arrival on deck some men immediately plunged into the water, while other:
remained on deck, wondering at their survival and seeking some place where the~ 
could at last respond to a long-outstanding call of nature. Some men threw rope' 
down into the hold to increase the number of exits, and Lieutenant-Colonel Stev. an_ 
despite a bad leg, climbed one of the ropes and was helped on to the deck. 
immaculate as usual, complete with cap and swag~Ier cane. 

Captain Cuthbertson, the last to leave No. 2 hold, first descended to the bottom 
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to ensure that no live person remained there. Lieutenant J . T. Pollock, R . ., who 
had been entrusted by the officers in Hong Kong with some fu nds for the use of 
1he men in Japan , went back into o. 1 hold and succeeded in rescuing the money. 

By this time the firing had stopped, for there were no longer any J apanese 
on board. Where or how they had gone remai ns a mystery; but it seems 
probable that the Gunners, released by Howell into the well-deck, had managed 
to make their way to the bridge, and had effectively silenced them . I t is certainly 
not possi ble to believe Captain Kyoda's claim at his trial tha~ he remained ~.m 
board a nd assisted the prisoners to launch the rafts, or, accordmg to the offic1al 
report, "remained on the bridge until the last of the prisoners was transferred 
to the lifeboats." 

It was pleasant on deck in the sunshine of a bright October day. Some men 
~a t quie tly down in the bows of the ship and discussed what they should do 
next. Some men sat quietly down in the bows of the ship and d iscussed what they 
should do next. Some produced rare cigarettes. About five miles to the West were 
some islands; this looked like a long swim for men in poor condit ion. M oreover, 
a large proportion of the men had no life belts. Majo r Walker, second in command 
of the Royal Scots, gave his life belt to a non-swimmer, and was not seen again. 

ear at hand, to the West, between the ship and the islands, were a number of 
Japanese auxiliary vessels and tugs, some of them surrounded by m en in the water 
vainly asking to be picked up and being pushed back into the water; and the 
firing of shots could be heard . T o the East was the open sea. T his to some looked 
inviting, since death by drowning in the open air seemed almost attractive by 
comparison with the rigours of the hold or the indignity of a futile attempt to be 
rescued by the inhospitable Japanese ships. 

IN THE SEA 
But the matter was again decided by accident because there was a strong tide 

flowing westward towards the Japanese ships and the islands- in fact the incipient 
tidal wave, famous in Hangchow Bay at that time of the year. As men plunged 
into the sea, hanging on to boxes, baulks of timber or even the dismantled latrines. 
they were carried inexorably in tha t direction. While they were in the water there 
was the sound of a nother explosion, and looking back they saw the bows of the 
ship sinking beneath the water. The time was about 10.30 a.m. 

At some stage further orders must have been issued, for the Japanese boats 
started to pick up those prisoners who had not yet drifted past them towards the 
islands. The reason for the change in policy is not known, but it seems possible 
that the Japanese, observing that some men were reaching the islands and would 
tell the story, decided that they had better rescue those who still remained. 

The islands which had been seen from the ship tumed out to be the Sing P ang 
Islands in the Chusan Archipelago off the coast of Chekiang Province. They 
were rocky and the powerful tide dashed against the seaward faces of the cliffs. 
Howell was one of the first to reach the largest of the islands and was picked up 
by a sampan. Speaking Shanghai d ialect, he was able to explain to the \<illagers 
that the numerous heads bobbing about in the water were those of British prisoners 
and not those of Japanese, whose fate the Chinese villagers had been contemplating 
with equanimity. As a result the Chinese set off in junks and sampans in order 
to assist the survivors. They picked up a considerable number of exhausted 
swimmers, while other villagers assisted those who had swum or drifted to the 
islands and helped them to land on the rocky shore. Many, however, were unable 
to obtain a footing and were swept past the islands and eventually d rowned . Some 
200 survivors were assembled on the islands, where the vi llagers fed and clothed 
them from their own scanty supplies and treated them with great kindness, unt il 
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the Japanese landed in force from destroyers on the following day and coiJected 
all but three of the prisoners. 

These three, Mr. A. J. W. Evans, Manager of the British Cigarette Co., Mr. W. C. 
Johnstone, and Mr. Wallace were hidden by the village representative, Mr. Woo 
Tung-ling, who later arranged for their escape to Chungking. 

Those who were picked up in the water by Japanese vessels were collected 
together on the deck of a large gunboat which for three days and nights steamed 
around collecting survivors from the islands and, presumably, waiting for orders. 
The prisoners, who had previou~l) suffered the intense heat of the hold, now had 
to endure the cold and expo~ure of the deck which was partially protected b) 
a tarpaulin. Rain fell, the tarpaulin leaked, and the best clothed of the prisoner~ 
possessed only a shirt and a pair of shorts. Others were clad only in underpants. 
and a few were naked. Food was very scanty. When rations were first issued 
on the night of the 2nd October, no one had touched any food for two days. 
For the n~ext three days food comisted of a twice-daily ration of two biscuits 
and a cigarette tin of \varm soya bean milk. 

Then, at last, when some men had died from exposure and exhaustion, the 
gunboat sailed for the Railway Wharf in the Whangpoo River, halfway between 
Woosung and Shanghai, where the prisoners were landed on the docks on 5th 
October. fhere were many pleasant reunions as friends met each other again , 
but there were also many absent faces. 

THE ROLL CALL 
Then began the group roll call taken by the subaltern in charge or by the senior 

surviving N.C.O., assisted by Interpreter iimori who beat the men into line with 
a stick. There were many who did not answer their names. Out of the fifty prisoners 
of war in Group No. 20, twenty-six men, including C.Q.M.S. Henderson, were 
no longer there. Less than half of Howell's group remained, and this was the 
common pattern. Of the 1,816 officers and men who had left Hong Kong, only 
970 answered their names, leaving 843 (taking into account the three who escaped) 
who were assumed to have been killed or drowned. 

When roll call was complete, the Japanese issued to each man a light cordurO) 
jacket and trousers, a shirt and a pair of felt slippers. This was to be their on!) 
clothing for the next few weeks in the cold Japanese. weather, and some items 
turned out to be infested with lice. 

SHANGHAITOJAPA 
Thirty-five of the prisoners who were seriously ill were left in Shanghai, and the 

remainder were then loaded in the holds of a Japanese transport, the Slrensei 
Maru, in conditions similar to those on the Lisbon Maru. Dysentery and diphtheria 
were now rife and the men were in poor shape, five men dying en route to Japan. 

The ship docked at Moji on lOth October, where thirty-six of the worst cases 
of dysentery were removed to hospital. The remaining prisoners were directed into 
two groups, the larger, consisting of about 500 men, being destined for Kobe, and 
£he remainder for Osaka. Press representatives spoke to some of the prisoners. 
who had been warned not to speak freely about their experiences because of 
inevitable reprisals, for it was obvious that the Japanese would not tolerate an 
accurate account of the matter. This reticence enabled the Japanese to claim that 
"with one voice and in the highest terms these surviving Briti~h prisoners referred 
to the strength and warm-heartedness of the Imperial Forces, and lauded the 
gallantry of the Japanese mariners." 

To their great surprise the prisoners were loaded on a comfortable passenger 
train at Moji and were provided with regular meals of excellent quantity a-nd 
quality. After several hours' travelling, the train stopped at a station and an 
announcement was made that the prisoners who were most ill would be taken off 
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the train and sent to a hospital. About fifty o f the worst cases were d ropped off 
a t Kokura, where twenty-one of them died , and o thers were off-loaded at a place 
wh ich was later to become well known: Hiroshima. The remaining 326 were 
ca rried on to Osaka , where they were accommodated in barracks in the m iddle 
of the town. 

The prisoners had now lost all their possessions for the second time. At the time 
of the surrender in Hong Kong, those who had been out in the h ills lost everything 
except that which was carried in their haversacks. In the ensuing months they had 
managed to buy, scrounge or purchase through the wire some modest necessities. 
Now everything was lost once more and they had nothing except the clothes on 
their backs, not even a towe l, soap, toothbrush or handkerchief, and it was many 
weeks befo re they obta ined these necessary a rticles. 

TH E CASUALTIE S 
T he men were so weake ned by their experiences that casualt ies were h igh during 

the nex t few months. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart and Captain C uthbertson both 
d ied soon a fter arr ival. During the first year in J apan, 114 d ied in Kobe, fifty-five 
in Osaka, twenty-one in Kokura, twenty-fo ur in M oji and an estimated thir ty in 
other places, making a tota l o f 244, most of whom could have been saved by 
proper care and attention. 

Thus out of the original 1,816 o fficers and me n, 843 were drowned or k illed 
during the si nking, fi ve d ied on the Shinsei Maru and some 244 died subsequently, 
ma king a tota l of J ,092, leaving some 724 survivors. Of those who d ied, some 
(in particular members of the Royal Ar tille ry in No. 3 hold) were drowned before 
they could leave the ho ld ; some d rowned in the sea; some were shot; some were 
killed on the rocky shores of the is lands; some died of exposure and exhaustion, 
and some of d isease. 

In December, 1942, the J apanese Army Secret Order No. 1504 contained the 
foll owing: " R ecently, duri ng the transportation of prisoners of war to Japan, 
many of them have been taken ill or have d ied , and quite a few of them have 
been incapacitated for further work due to thei r treatment on the journey, which 
at times was inadequate." Instructions then followed that prisoners should arr ive 
at their des tination in a condition to perform work . T his Order had litt le effect, 
and in March, J 944, Vice-M inister of War T ominaga, fo reseeing the wrath to come, 
d rew attention to the high death- rate amongst prisoners, a nd added : "If the 
presen t conditions continue to exist, it will be impossi ble fo r us to ex pect world 
opinion to be what we wou ld wish i t. " 

He was right. 

AFTE RMATH 
L ieutenant H . M . Howell was awarded the M.B.E. fo r h is gallantry in breaking 

open the ho ld to permi t the prisoners to escape: and Lieutenant Norman Brownlow 
of the R oyal Scots received a s imilar awa rd for rescuing from the sea the men 
who were tryi ng to clamber ashore on the is lands. 

Interpreter N ii mori Genichiro was tried in H ong Kong in September, 1946, 
before a War C rimes T ribunal and was sen tenced to fi fteen years imprisonment. 
Expecting the death sentence, he danced with joy as the sentence was read out. 

Captain Kyoda Shigeru, Master of the Lisbon Maru, was tried before a di fferent 
Tribunal in October, 1946, a nd was also sentenced to fifteen years impr isonment. 

Lieutenant Wada died befo re he could be brought to trial. 
After the War, Captai n (now Major-Gene ral) C . M . M . Man, M .C., of the 

Middlesex R egi ment, o rga ni zed a fund among the survivors in order that the 
proceeds might be sent to the Si ng Pang islanders as a token of grat itude. In 
February, 1949, His E xcellency the Governor of Hong Kong presented to 
'vfr. Woo Tung-ling and o ther representati ves of the islanders a motor fis hing 
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launch and some monetary awards. Thirteen of the survivors were present: 
H. M. Howell , M .B.E., G . C . Hamilton, F . K. Garton, J. Hill, A . Salmon. 
W. A. Taylor, W. C. Johnstone (who escaped from the islands), T . H. Gorman , 
T. G. Evans, J . R obson, J . McDougall, A. Woodhead and J. Campbell. 

1st BATTALION 
MAJOR G. A. EVE, R.A.P.C. 

M AJOR Geoffrey Eve left the Battalion in April 1966 after serving with it for 
nine years as the unit paymaster. We remember with gratitude the service he 
gave in this capacity, his understanding and consideration for the needs of 

the soldier, and his wise, though often stem , guidance to those whose enthusiasm 
occasionally outran their pecuniary means. No less than five Commanding Officers 
will have grateful recollect ions of h is sound advice and generous support in the field 
of regimental finance. 

But hi sen ice to the R egiment extended far beyond the confines of his o fficial 
phere. Of his "extra-mural" activities by far the most important was, of course, the 

effort he put into fostering the sport of boxing. This is a sport which he loves and 
his successes in this field were a splendid example of what can be achieved by real 
enthusiasm a nd leadership. From the moment he joined us he took the sport in 
hand and within a year the Bat tal ion had become a force to be reckoned with in the 
Army Boxing world. Within three year~ he made us the B.A.O.R. champions and 
runners-up in the Army championship. The ear East championship followed in 
1961 62 with notable successes in the 3rd Division and Southern Command 
championships in succeeding years. In addit ion to this he trained two R oyal Scots 
to be Army Champions. Private McDonald the Light Heavyweight champion in 
1963 / 64 and Pri vate "Feet" R obertson the Heavyweight champion of 1964 65. His 
interest was by no means confined to the gladiators in this respect, to which the 
extent of participation in. and the interest and excitement attending the annual 
inter-company novices boxi ng contests bear witness. 

He is also a notable shot. both on the range and on the hill. H e is no longer a 
young man but there were few in the Battalion who could outrun or outshoot him 
in a falling plate competition. 

We are going to miss him very much but wish him all possible good fortune in 
his new arpointment with the Jun ior Leaders· Regiment of the Roya l Engineers 
at Dover. 

GENERAL 

Since the last issue of THE THISTLE there have not been as many changes in the 
battalion o rder of battle as is often the case. Captain A . E. F. Cowan has taken 
over as Adjutant fro m Captain D. J . C. Meehan who is now at Headquarters 
Scott ish Command. Lieutenant R. S. B. Watson has taken over as Si gnals Officer 
with Lieutenant D. M. Aird Royal Signals as hi s assistant. Our new Paymaster is 
Major P . C. Farmer-Wright R.A. P.C., an ex-Gunner like Geoffrey Eve. Captain 
0. S. Frank R .A .M .C. left us in Tidworth to train as a psychiatrist. and although 
we have no medical o ffice r on our establishment in Osnabruck. Captain M . F. 
-•mmond R .A.M.C. fro m 7 Field Ambulance is attached to the battalion and 
runs our Medical Centre. We said goodbye in the spring to W.O.l L. Skinner 
\fB.E. and we congratulate him on his commi ssion as a Captain Quartermaster. 

1 ~ •s now with II Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron in B.A.O.R. so 
\\c! hope to see him. He has been replaced as Regimental Sergeant Major by W.O.l 
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J. Deeley. W.O.II I. Dignan has retired and has been replaced as O.R.Q.M.S. by 
W.O.II R. M. Dowie. Captain R. A. Fegan has retired and Captain J. H . Dalrymple 
has left us on temporary posting to Headquarters Royal Armoured Corps Tidworth, 
pending retirement at the end of the year. 

ANNUAL ADMINISTRATIVE INSPECTION, 1966 
The Battalion notes in the last issue of T111:. TmsTLE mentioned our annual 

administrative inspection in January but at the time of going to press no report 
had been received. The report when it arrived was a very good one and the general 
remarks by the reporting officer were as follows: 

"The Battalion is in excellent shape all round. The administration is first class 
in all departments, the training imaginative and well planned and well executed, 
and morale very high. I talked to the majority of the Battalion and was most 
impressed by the way they answered up and by their alertness and pride in th<.> 
Regiment. 

"The Battalion has a training problem in that they must remain prepared to fulfill 
their role in the strategic reserve whilst preparing to undertake their A.P.C. role 
in B.A.O.R. in August. They have planned ahead tor this and should, if they remain 
static, have sufficient drivers and radio operators trained for their B.A.O.R. role 
by the time they leave Tidworth. 

"The Commanding Officer is to be congratulated on a first rate Battalion." 
MAIN EVENTS 

Two main events of the year forecast in the May TIIISTLE were Exercise "Magic 
Carpet", the name given to the vistt to Tidwonh of the 1st Danish Life Regiment. 
and Exercise "Pond Jump (West)'' in Canada. The first is reported in some detail 
by Captain S. W. McBain who was appointed liaison officer, and company notes 
and other contributions cover Exercise "Pond Jump". On return from Exercise 
"Pond Jump" the battalion had to submit a detailed report which ran to some 
length and which has been well received both in Canada and by our own Ministry 
of Defence. We hope it will be useful to units doing Exercises in Canada iP the 
future and in particular the section on adventure training is likely to prove valuable, 
as no previous units appear to have committed much to paper on this subject. 
Probably the most valuable parts of the exercise from the Regimental point of 
view were the various exchange visits, reported in this edition, between the Canadian 
Scottish (Princess Mary's) and ourselves and between The Royal ewfoundland 
Regiment and ourselves. 

In the course of these exchange visits, on duty and recreational trips to different 
parts of Canada a number of members of the battalion were able to visit relations 
and friends and a number of o ld Royals were encountered. These included: 

Donald M. Hodge (1940-45) whose present address is Box 1690 Edson, Alberta. 
Richard B. Shaw aged 83 who in his student days in Edinburgh was a member 

of the 4th (Volunteer) Battalion. He lives at 53 Hibberson Crescent, Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

Hugh M. Young (1914-18 in 5th / 6th Battalion). He Jives at 1622 Summit Street. 
Calgary and also had a brother in the 4th Battalion in the 1914-1 8 war. 

Mike Burne (1947-49) who is now on the staff of the Calgary Herald. He also 
does free-lance photography and took a large number of colour photographs of the 
battalion for an article which he hopes will be published in the Star Weekly 
magazine. 

During the weeks between our return from Canada and the main body'~ 
departure for B.A.O.R., in addition to well earned leave, there was much packing 
and preparation for handover, the advance party and a driver training party to 
be dispatched to Germany and many other dull but important tasks to be done 
with too little time to do them. Two events during tb.is period which stand out 
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L!.·Col. A. W. R. Currie, O.B.E., sbows 
L1Cpl. Rambabadur Limbu, V.C. tbe 

Battalion Colours 

Rambabadur Limbu, V.C. talking to 
Major J. S. M. Edwards, G.M., R.H.F. 

and W.O.I L. Skinner, M.B.F:. 

TIME OFF FOR A DRINK IN THE CORPORALS' 
MESS 

L~>ft to riRIII: Cpl. Brown; Cpl. Davidson; L/Cpl. 
R:m1babadur Limbu, V .C.; L/Cpl. Cooper and Cpl. 

Marshall 
(Of]icwl -4rm PhotoRraplr;,} 

were the visi t to the Battalion on 29th June of Lance Corporal Rambahadur Limbu . 
V.C., lOth Princess Mary's Own Gurkha Rifle , and the visit on lOth July ot 
Members of the London Branch of the Regimental Association. Both these visib 
are mentioned later in thi edition and were very much enjoyed by the battalion. 

At the time of going to press (mid September) the battalion has arrived m 
Osnabruck, and sett led in quickly. Training in our new role in Armoured Personnel 
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Carriers (A.P.C.s) is well under way. We are in a very pleasant barracks on a hill 
with a lot of trees and flowers in it and the country round about is rather nicer 
than Salisbury Plain. We have a training area at Achmer a few miles away which 
is adequate for company training and we move to Soltau on Luneburg Heath for 
a week at the end of September. That will be our first and only opportunity to shake 
out as an A.P.C. battalion before the Autumn Manoeuvres in October into which 
we are to be pitched, along with other units in the Division who know rather more 
about A.P.C.s than we do. However, we have become so used to being prepared 
for anything while in the Strategic Reserve that we are fairly confident of being able 
to hold our own. 

Now that we are in B.A.O.R. we look forward to being able to get down to some 
·'Serious" sport again. After three and a half years of having had no football 
season, or for that matter any sporting season, which has not been seriously inter
rupted by training or operations, we are long overdue for an opportunity to build 
up teams. Facilities for the normal team games are good and we hope to exploit 
to the full the facilities which exist for such sports as saJi ing, canoei ng and skiing. 
The last is likely to prove not just a sport but a major commitment in the winter 
months and we hope that as many as possible of all ranks will be able to participate . 

The battalion was visited on 2nd September by Brigadier W. B. Thomas, D.S.O .. 
M.C., Commander 12 Infantry Brigade, and on 9th September by Major General 
J. A. T. Sharp, M.C., who commands the 2nd Division. 

EXERCISE MAGIC CARPET 1966 11th-31st MARCH 
BY CAPTAIN S. W. McBAIN 

Exercise Magic Carpet is an annual exchange exercise in which a British unit 
from the Strategic Reserve goes to Denmark for fourteen days and a Danish umt 
comes to U.K. for a similar period. This year, because of the heavy commitments 
of 3 Division it was not possible to send a major unit from U.K. Instead a composite 
force of minor units under C.R.E. 3 Division went to Denmark including our 
Military Band. The 1st Danish Life Regiment from Copenhagen were selected to 
visit U.K. and we were appointed to act as host battalion to the Danes throughout 
the period of their stay in England. I was appointed to be liaison officer with I D.L.R. 
and took up this position on the arrival of their advance party on 11th March . 

The Danish Life Regiment is one of the oldest Danish regiments and has fought 
with distinction in most of the campaigns in which the Danish Army has been 
involved. They are based near Copenhagen and draw most of their recruits from that 
beautiful city. Today they are employed as an A.P.C. infantry battalion and consist 
mainly of National Service soldiers. 

During their stay at Tidworth 1 D.L.R. lived in Lucknow Barracks, usually 
occupied by 1 K.O.Y.L.I. who at this time were in Aden. A composi te force 
under our Q.M., Captain J . M. MacKay, M.B.E., was formed to staff the barracks 
from units in Tidworth and Bulford. This staff did a great deal of hard work 
during the preparation phase and while the Danes were rn station and the succes~ 
of the exercise owed much to their labours. 

I viewed my duties as Liaison Officer with some trepidation. However, my fears 
were soon put to rest on the arrival of the advance party when I discovered that 
most of the Danes spoke excellent English and I had mast.::red that powerful 
potion known as Schnapps of which there seemed to be a never ending supply! 
The advance party spent their time preparing for the arrival of the main body and 
planning the training and visits which were to keep the battalion busy after its 
arrival. The main crisis which occurred at this time was the supply of duty free 
drink. For some reason best known to H .M. Customs N.A.A.F.I. were only 
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allowed to supply foreign goods at duty free prices. This meant that the Danes 
had to drink Canadian Rye Whisky which did not prove to be terribly popular! 

The main aims of the exercise were to practise air mobility and to train in 
unfamiliar country, apart from the natural fostering of good relations which is 
bound to come from exercises of this sort. The Danes, unlike us, have few overseas 
commitments and therefore are not familiar with the complications and mumbo
jumbo of a tactical air move. However, the efficiency and calm way in which they 
executed their moves to U.K. and home again made me wonder why our unit 
Emplaning Officer has gone so grey recently! 

Unfortunately the time available for training was restricted to seven days as 
time had to be allowed for settling in, packing up, and two ceremonial parades 
out of the fortnight the Danes were here. However it was possible to arrange a 
varied programme. Each Company of 1 D.L.R. was affiliated to a Royal Scot 
Company for training and completed a day of helicopter work, a day of range 
work and two days of company tactical training including street fighting and 
house clearing. The final day's training consisted of an inter-battalion exercise 
on 25th March Exercise Open Sandwich. For this exercise 1 D.L.R. were given 
the opportunity of working with British Armour provided by 16th /5th Lancers and 
the Danish Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel J ensen, had the experience 
of controlling his battalion from an airborne command post in the form of a 
scout helicopter. 

During this period of training 1 D.L.R. were visited by Major General C. H. 
Blacker, O.B.E., M.C., G.O.C., 3 Division on 24th March. For this visit the Danes 
produced an excellent display and demonstration of weapons and equipment. The 
G.O.C. also visited "A" Company 1 R.S. and No. 1 Company 1 D.L.R. engaged 
in a battle for Grossing Charlie. On 25th July the G.O.C.-in-C Southern Command, 
Lieutenant-Genera"! Sir Kenneth Darling, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., visited Exercise 
Open Sandwich and saw the I D.L.R. deploying and attacking I R.S. in defence 
positions. 

Apart from the training a certain amount of recreation was organised for the 
Danes. All officers and soldiers had the opportunity of visiting London for forty
eight hours and seemed to enjoy it. The only complaint was a shortage of money! 
In addition most of the Regiment visited Salisbury and Stonehenge, the R.A.C. 
Museum at Bevington and H.M.S. Victory in Portsmouth Harbour. 

Two ceremonial parades were held durin~ the exercise period. The first took 
place on 26th March. Unfortunately after a fine week the weather changed in its 
typical English way and it rained during most of the parade. The salute was taken 
jointly by His Royal Highness Prince Georg of Denmark and Brigadier Butler, 
Commander R.A.C. 3 Division. Despite the weather 1 D.L.R. were a very impressive 
sight on parade. 

After the parade we were honoured by a visit to our Mess by Their Highnesses 
Prince Georg and Princess Anne. They were received by the Colonel of the 
Regiment and met all the officers and their wives. Their Highnesses left the Mess 
for the Officers' Club where I D.L.R. bad arranged lunch for their guests from 
Tidworth garrison. This proved to be an extremely friendly affair, helped no 
doubt by a continuous supply of Schnapps! The meal consisted mainly of Danish 
food and proved to be extremely popular with all those present. 

The second parade took place on 27th March and was a joint parade with a 
representative detach ment from 1 D.L.R. and 1 R.S. The most remarkable part 
of this parade was a speech in Danish by the second in Command, Major R. J. 
Sandeman which proved extremely popular with the Danish soldiers. 

Although all this took place inside fourteen days there was still time left for 
considerable social activity. The Danish Soldiers were all entertained by local 
units in their Junior Ranks Clubs and the Danes returned this hospita lity in their 
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own canteen. Apart from a number of functions there was a constant flow between 
the respective Messes. The W.Os'. and Sergeants' and Corporals' Messes each had 
games evenings for their opposite numbers. After the arrival of the main body 
the Officers' Mess gave a party to introduce the Danish Officers to the members 
of the garrison. On 28th Mar::h the Danish Officers very kindly invited all our 
officers to a guest night. During the course of this dinner we were presented with 
a very splendid halberd of very ancient lineage which now guards the entrance 
to the Mess. Having heard of our custom of pipers playing at dinner the Danes 
were not be outdone. They produced two drummers and two buglers in period 
dress who played round the table. This particular evening will be remembered by 
our rather heavy Royal Scot subaltern who decided to try his hand at free falling 
without a parachute! 

Two evenings later we entertained a number of the Danish Officers to a guest 
night in our mess. By this time the Commanding Officer had returned from hi~ 
recce in Canada and presented Lieutenant-Colonel Jensen with a statuette of a 
piper to commemorate the visit. Afterwards he took great delight in trying out the 
halberd on any officer who happened to get in his way! Apart from the usual 
dances practised on these occasions, the Danes tried hard to teach us some new 
ones ably supported by their Commanding Officer on the accordion. 

On 3 1st March we said farewell to our Danish friends. They left with the feeling 
that they had not been with us for long enough so we can presume they enjoyed 
themselves. We are hoping that we can renew this friendship with the Danish Life 
Regiment next year by paying them a visit from Germany. 

''A'' COMPANY 
Our last notes dwelt largely on Libya and Exercise Dazzle. In the period we are writing 

about in this issue we went westwards to Canada on Exercise Pond Jump. This was clearl~ 
the highlight o( this year so far . 
. 22 Shooting 

Company Headquarters. after a very close semi-final match against Support Platoon "C" 
Company got into the final of the Inter-Platoon .22 Competition and to their surprise turned 
out winners. The team: Major Richardson. C.S.M. Barton, C.Q.M.S. Cruickshank and Private 
Clarke. In a few months time there will be a similar competition in Osnabruck a nd the 
platoons are determined to out-do Company H.Q. this time. 
Danes 

In March we were the sponsor Battalion for the 1st Battalion The Danish Life Regimen t 
who were accommodated in another barracks in Tidworth. Their visit proved most enjoyable 
and many friendships were made which "e hope to cement when we go to Osnabruck. A 
day was spent on helicopter drills with them and another on street fighting. Both techniques 
were new as far as they were concerned but with the help of 3 Platoon's demonstration<; 
they appeared to learn fast. We then took part in a company exercise with them and finally a 
Battalion exercise. In the latter. 3 Platoon were despatched to clear a wood "hich was said 
to contain an enemy section. They "pepper potted" in from about 300 yards and found 
themselves fighting through the Danish No. 2 Company. Notwithstanding. the Danish 
umpire, who had never seen a platoon " pepper potting'' at speed before, was so flabbergasted 
that he awarded a successful action to the Platoon. We had a very exciting soccer match 
against the No. J Company, which ended in a draw. At the conclusion of the match the 
Company Commander presented a Royal Scot shield to Major Jacobsen on behalf o( All 
Ranks of the Company. 
Inter Platoo11 Competition 

This year we instituted a competition which. at present. is based on football, cross-countr). 
rifle and G.P.M.G. classification results, and a drill and turnout competition. We congratulate 
4 Platoon on winning the competition and the cup, which unfortunatel y we have not been 
able to present to them yet as it is packed with the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' silver. 
We plan to e~tend the competition in B.A.O.R. and include a marching and shooting section 
other sports and something connected with an A.P.C. role. ' 
Exercise Pond Jump 

At the beginning of May we were air-lifted to Camp Wainwright in Alberta, where we 
spent six very profitable weeks. Most of our time was spent on Company training and we 
'~ere able to cover many aspects of our job which, for many good reasons, could not be 
done at Tidworth. 
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INSPECTION OF I.R.S. MILITARY BAND TAKING PART IN QUEEN'S OWN 
RIFLES OF CAN ADA FEU D E JOIE 1966 BY HIS HONOUR GRANT MacEWAN. 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF ALBERT A 

At the beginning we spent a day on watermanship, mostly for the benefit of the Press, 
but after they had left we held a few races. At one time or another most people ended 
up in the water fully clothed. 3 Platoon claimed to have won the main event of the day. 
but this was hotly disputed by Sergeant O'Mara (I Platoon) who stated that he was carrying 
one extra man in each of his boats, moreover, the man had no paddle! Moral- .. Never go 
up the creek without a paddle". 

O ur mobi le tra ining, in which the Company was completely vehicle borne in Canadian 
}-ton turcks. gave us an insight into what we can expect when operating in A.P.O;. in 
Germany. We did this for a week and were greatly assisted by Lieutenants Watson and 
Aird (the Signals Officer and Assistant Signals Officer respectively) in endeavouring to get 
our signals procedure right. Section commanders and drivers particularly are to be 
congratulated on the high standards they achieved. Sergeant O'Mara·s signals .. know how·· 
was clearly reflected throughout his Platoon. 

We held various field firing exercises throughout the training period and in th1s connection 
3 Platoon. under Lieutenant Grant, are to be congratulated on winning the individual 
competition and the inter-section competition in which 2 Section (Corporal McGrath) came 
first and 3 Section (Corporal Rae) came second. Lieutenant Nathan made a welcome return 
to us as O.C'. Support Platoon on our arrival in Canada. It was unfortunate that wombats 
were not included in our equipment and as a result. the anti-tank personnel found themselve~ 
in the unusual role of enemy to the Company during most cf the training. 

The mortars, on the other hand. were able to take full advantage of the training area., 
and also the generous allocation of ammunition. They started with a day of dry training. 
followed by a day of section firing. On the final day of the Company's first period of field 
firing a demonstration of the workings at the base plate was put on for the Compan} 
This was followed by heavy and very accurate tire support for two platoon attacks. We 
were happy to see Lieutenant O'Neil Roe back in a supervisory capacity at this time 

Towards the end of the training period the mortars took part in a Battalion concentration . 
Thls proved to be highly successful, although at times somewhat controversial .. Who,e 
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mortar was firing half a mile off target?" was a question frequently asked, but never answered . 
There was certainly no question as to who started the fire that day. When closely investigated 
it proved not to be one fire, but six- one from each mortar. The day finished with a smoke 
screen being laid. It was large enough to hide a brigade. 

Half way through our stay we had a four-day recreation period in Calgary. where we were 
accommodated by the 2nd Battalion The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada in Currie Barracks. 
The Canadian hospitality, both military and civilian. was first class and fortunately our 
Pipes and Drums and Military Band beat retreat in Calgary during our visit. Some of us 
took a trip to Banff. in the Rockies. where the scenery \\as breathtaking. C.S.M. Barton retired 
to a quiet spot in the Rockies with the R.S.M. and \\hi led the days away. 

On return from Calgary the Company fragmented for a short period. A seventy-mile trcJ.. 
party led by Lieutenant Grant, plus C.S.M. Barton. to the Rockies: the Company Commander 
to Victoria and the Canadian Scottish: Lieutenant Nathan and a few others on an ice climb. 
Mention is made of these trips in other parts of TH1 THISTLI. 

There were also the Platoon Camps at which Lieutenant Stewart. after a good deal 
of pressure. sang a song which nobody understood (it was in Chinyanja) but which brought 
forth the praise "that was great, dae it again". 

The Company visited Hardisty for the annual "Stampede"' on the second last day of the 
Platoon Camp. It was a wonderful experience seemg the chuck wagon races. calf roping. 
bucking broncos, etc. "Buck" Cawkwell and 'Tex·• Galbraith forsook their glengarries for 
~tetsons and were not too pleased when told stetsons didn't go well with No. 2 dress and 
to "get their glengarries on sharply". 

All in all an excellent si' weeks, and to C.Q.M.S. Cruikshank's credit and joy the barracl. 
damages were only l 8s. 5d. 

Perhaps finally we should mention that we were the first Company to set the training area 
alight and a great deal of our time was spent fire fighting. However, we only burnt oil 
five square miles (appro ... imately) and were outdone later by "B" Company who burnt 
ten square miles. There were no medals awarded for these operations! 

At present we are preparing to hand over to the 3rd Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment 
and are shortly to go on three weeks embarkation leave. We look forward to the challenge 
of converting to an A .P.C. Battalion. 

Arrivals and Departures 
We welcome back to the Company Lieutenant Nathan after a short stay in "C" Company: 

Colour-Sergeant Deans who has rejoined us from 1he Aden Federal Army: and Corporal 
Waugh who has joined us from the Depot. 

We say farewell to Lieutenant O'Neil Roe who has left us for the Reece Platoon, also 
to Colour-Sergeant Cruikshank who leaves us for the Q.M. Staff, and Privates Hanlon. 
Soence and Campbell, who have been discharged. 
Courses 

We would like to congratulate the following who have attended courses shown : 
Second-Lieutenant Hepburn-Platoon Weapons Course ··c·. 
Sergeant O'Mara- Platoon Weapons Course "B''. 
Corporal McGrath Platoon Weapons Course-"C" . 
Lance-Corporal Mitchell Regimental Water Duties Course " A"'. 

Promotion 
We would like to congratulate Lance-Corporal Rindle on hio; promotion. 

Or hat 
Officer Commanding. Major R. F. 

Richardson. M.B.E. 
Company Second-in-Command.- Lieutenant 

A. B. F. Stewart. 
Company Ser[il!tllli-Major. W.O.H Barton. 
Compt111V Quartermaster-Sergeant. Staff

Sergeant A. Deans. 
Officer Co•ll 'lllllldinf.i I Platoon. Lieutenant 

D. J . S. Hepburn. 

OOic·er Commandill!i 3 Plllloon. [ icutenant 
G. S. Grant. 

Platoon Ser11e111l/. Sergeant J. Bremner. 
Officer Commandi1111 Sllflport Platoon. 

Lieutenant S. R. Nathan. 
Section Com111l111der K 1111111. Mortars. 

Sergeant W. Young. 
Section Commander 1111i Tan/.. . Sergeant 

A. MacKay. 
Platoo11 Sergea11t . Sergeant C. O'Mara. 
1/ospiwl 

Private McLelland had the misfortune to be involved in a ~crious road accident and will 
not be w1th us for ~orne time. We all wish him well and hope for a speedy recovery. 

"B" COMPANY 
The main events since the Company took part in Exercise Hrefly Concerto were the 

visit of the Danes and I xercise Pond Jump. divided by a very wet Battalion Exercise and 
the start of classification in the rifle and G.P.M.G. As the Danish visit is full} covered 
m a separate article in this issue no more will be said except how much we enjoyed having 
them and how we all wish for a return visit to Denmark. 
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Meanwhile just before the Danes arrived Major Stisted left for Canada on the Battalion 
Reconnaissance Party wllh the Commanding Officer and the M .T.O. and remained in Canada 
until the Company arrived in early May. Captain Wood took over the Company in his 
absence and carried on with the classification. Jt was during this time that Sergeant Watson 
was posted to Scotland and we were all very sorry to see him go. 

As soon a~ the Company arrived in Canada. 6 Platoon was placed in suspended animation 
owing to a shortage of numbers and Sergeant Watson's posting and 5 and 7 Platoons were 
brought up to strength. The Company bar_rack block was next to . the Company ~tores 
and consisted of an H·type wooden hut. whtch had been used for Pnsoners of War m the 
last war. The Company Office was in the Batt<lion Headquarters Block. The first two days 
on arrival m Canada were spent in settling in and doing some P.T. 

Training proper started on 9th May and we spent three days completing classification on 
the rille and G.P.M.G., throwing thirty-six grenades and firing the sterlings S.M.Gs. This was 
followed b> three days of individual, section and finally platoon field firing in the most 
.,0 utherly sectiOn of the Wainwright training area. lt was over this period that many bush fires 
were started and the tracers from our G.P.M.Gs. on the classification range started the largest 
one ... hich burnt ten acres. As a result of these fires everyone learnt at lot on how to put them 
out and \\hen and how to back fire when required. Because of our large fire we were always 
referred to a~ Smoky Bears by the C.O. of Camp Wainwright. 

The second week of training was spent on Platoon Camps and we were very fortunate in 
good \\Cather and a good area. Over this time our numbers were depleted by eighteen when 
the fir,t trel..king party left with Major Stisted and Sergeant Lawson this is reported else
where. 5, 7 and 8 Platoons selected three camp sites in Area A where they set up base camps. 
Over the \\eck each platoon spent one day patrolling against another platoon, one day on 
escape and evasion, and a third day on watermanship training in Border Lake. The rest of 
the time wa~ spent on platoon training and the week finished all too quickl y, except for 
Captain \\ ood and C.S.M. Grant who had been up every night organi'>ing enemy activities. 

The fiN three days of the third week again saw field firing and for this period we dug 
mto a company defensive position and fired all our weapons except for the Wombat, which 
remamed in Tidworth, at night and again at firs t light. This was a very valuable exercise and 
much benefit was gained by all. lt was now " B" Company's turn to go to Calgary for three 
days. CS. \.1 Grant flew off by R.C.A.F. to Toronto to see his sister who worked there; 
Private Baillie (H.Q.) went to Winnipeg to see a friend, and Private Storrie went to Vancouver 
to ee an aunt. The visit to Calgary was a great success and a small party went on a bus trip 
to Banff, and ten men under W.O .ll Foley and Sergeant Lowson visited the Calgary Brewery. 
The latter party saw little of the making of beer but had a wonderful time all the same. 

We were suddenly gtven two twenty-five seater helicopters on Monday, 30th May, and spent 
a very useful day learning the Canadian drill s. Much to the M.T.O's. horror we lashed a 
quarter-ton 1eep and a threequarter-ton vehicle underneath the helicopters and made them 
airborne. The R.C.A.S.C. pilots did everything we asked them to do and the day was most 
profitable. The M .0. then gave us two days of first aid training. 

From 2nd to 8th June we carried out mobile training in threequarter-ton vehicles, which 
proved to be most enjoyable. lt was during the first three days that Private Gray's three
quarter-ton skidded ofT the road and overturned with eight people in it. Luckily there '"'ere no 
fatalities although Privates Scott and Kinnaird injured their backs and Private Lehman 
received a nasty cut. General Darling visited us on the Saturday and watched a company 
advance to contact followed by a company dismounted attack. He then went and spoke to 
almost everyone nearl> making himself late for the Hardisty Stampede. Three days during the 
following week were spent in advance to contact, small attacks and a thirty mile night with· 
drawal. During this ume the enemy consi~ting of C.S.M. Grant, Corporal Valentine, Privates 
Doyle, Murray 89, D odman and Woods managed most successfully to ambush the first vehicle 
of the last platoon containing Lieutenant Dickson, Sergeant Stirling and five others. The 
Mortar Section had a one day concentration under the Battalion Mortar Officer on 2nd June. 

The last three days of the training period were spent on the Battalion Exercise and "B" 
Company were kept ver> busy. The exercise was enjovable and the only message we failed 
to receive was the one finishing the exercise. One highlight was the disappearance of our 
.tmbulance n:turning after evacuating an exercise casualty driven by Private Gordon and 
'>taf!'ed by. Pnvate Murray 89 .. I~ was finally found in camp where it had run out of petrol 
havtng dnven around the tramtng area trying to find us. During an advance to contact 
Lieutenant Dickson's Platoon managed to overrun a Canadian Platoon before Captain McBain 
the uml?ire could stop it and later in the .final night assault the Company captured its objective 
to find 1t was held by a complete Canadtan A.P.C. Company. During the attack the C.O. kept 
asktng the Company Commander \\hether he required any help from " A" Company only to 
be told no. When the battle was over all the A.P.Cs. put on their lights and it was found that 
t ere were at least fifteen of them. 



ICE CLIMBING IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS 
W.O. II Hutton, A.P.T.C.; Mr. Max Winkler, Warden, Jasper 
National Park, who gave instruction in climbing techniques 

and rescue; Captain Dawson; Lieutenant Nathan 

" B" COMPANY 
Helicopter Training - Canada 

VISIT OF ROYAL NEWFOUNDLAND REGIMENT 
L eft to right : W.O. I (Bandmaster) A. Meek; W.O. I J . S. 
Mills; Lt. N. L. Bull; Capt. B. l. Gardner; Major R.N. Jeans 

(Officer i/c party) and Major R. J. Sandeman 

10 Pl•toon "C" Company being introduced to the Canadian 
Voyageur Helicopter 
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The last few days in Canada were spent in clearing things up and a day doing enemy to 
"C .. Company of the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. We produced more men than they had 
with the result that they did enemy to us and everyone had a chance to work from a Canadian 
A.P.C. We also challenged this Company to foo tball, volley ball and basketball and bad 
a most enjoyable afternoon. We had accepted a similar challenge from "B" Company the 
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada and were only defeated in two of the volley ball matches. 

Since returning from Canada we have been busy preparing for the move to Osnabruck and 
the completion of our Physical Endurance and Swimming Tests. On Sunday. lOth July, the 
visit of the Old Comrades took place at which we provided a static weapon display. 

The following are congratulated on their promotions:- W.O. II Foley. Corporals Beveridge, 
Redpath and Muir. Lance-Corporals Yorkston , Archibald. Ka ne. Mitchell , Cockburn and 
Dougan. 

In the last six months we have said farewell to the fo llowing:-corporals McCabe and 
Jarvie, Lance-Corporal Grosvenor, Privates Graham and Wyse on discharge: Lieutenant 
Delacombe, Sergeant Watson, Corporals Paterson, McMurchie and Jeffrey, and Pr ivate Harvie 
on posting. 

In the last six months we have been joined by the f0llowing: - Sergeant Stirling, Corporals 
Galloway, Pettigrew and Stewart from the M.T. and Private Mitchell from the Highland 
Brigade to join his brother Lance-Corpora l Mitchell. 

.. C" C0\1PANY 

The period covered by this report fal ls conveniently into three periods. pre-Canada. Canada 
and post-Canada . In fact the visit to Canada dominates the whole period. 
Pre-Canada 

During March and April o ur efl'orts were directed towards cadres, the visit of The 1st 
Battalion of The Danish Life R egiment. The Battalion Exercise " April Shower", and 
preparation fo r the Air Move to Canada. 

On completion of the 81 mm. Mortar Cadre a three-week Anti-tank Cadre took place 
controlled by .. B .. Company. N.C.O.s of the Company acted as instructors and all gun 
numbers a nd drivers took part. A Corporals' refresher Cadre took place a t the same time, 
attended by Corpora ls Sutherland, Banks and Leitch. All officers and sergeants. a few corporals 
and the company clerk. Private Sinclair. have attended radio Cadres as a p reliminary to 
converting to A.P.Cs .. the Cadre for officers and sergeants being run in Canada. 

Lance-Corporals Butler, Craik a nd McArdle received their promotions after successfully 
completing an N.C.O's Cadre. They are to be congratulated on receiving very good reports. 

Annual Range Classi fica ti on for all those not engaged in the multitude of other activities 
mentioned elsewhere also took place without incident except the setting fi re to Perham " B'' 
Range-(an augury for the future). 

During the visit of the Danish Life Regiment a considerable number of N.C.Os and 
soldiers assisted in the running of Lucknow Barracks for them and in providing train ing 
assistance. The Company attended the combined Church Pa rade and a number of socia l 
occasions. During the Inter-Battalion Exercise the Company provided the Umpires and 
Control Stafl·. 
Canada 

The Company Commander and Private Fitzsimmons 28 flew from R.A.F. Lyneham on 
4th May, 1966, with the first chalk. Due to some mechanical derangement to the aircraft 
they arrived at Namao after the second flight. The balance of the Company flew out on 
flights, 6, 7 and 8. The last under ~econd-Lieutenant Macintyre, arrived a day late, having 
spent some time in Gander. due again to an aircraft fai lure. They a ppear to have been well 
looked after by the Canadian Legion. 

The Company was complete at Wainwright by Saturday. 7th May. a nd on Monday moved 
~ut into the Training Area for Platoon Camps and Training for >ix days. As our stores 
did not arrive until the Saturday the week-end was very busy. 

The Platoons disappeared into the bush so successfull y that they were very difficult to 
find as Private Andrews and Private Patterson of 10 Platoon found when they stepped 
outside the Platoon Perimeter and fo und it again 24 hours later. During this period the 
Pla toons trained in Minor Tactics, Patrolling, Map Reading and Watermanship, Company 
Headquarters camped by the Border Lake and took things easy. 

After a period of classification on the R anges the Company moved down to Calgary where 
we were accommodated by the 2nd Battalion Queen's Own Rifles of Canada in Currie 
Barracks. They were most hospitable and we are most grateful to them. The time in Calgary 
passed only too quickly. Some of the Company obviously wi ll treasure their memories ol 
Calgary but it is suspected that most will try to forget. it's safer that way. Some got as 
far as Banff in the Rockies, some got as far as the first one down the road. 

Various periods of Field Firing and A.P.C. Training followed. During the training periods 
all companies started fires and we were no exception. As ours was blowing towards the 
ammunition depot and the camp perimeter at a smart rate before a strong wind there was 



Retreat at Camp Wainwright in which certain members of 
the Pipes and Drums of tbe Canadian Scottish (Princess 

Mary's) participated 

BOAT DRILLS AT CAMP WAIJ\WRIGHT, CANADA 
Left to right : Pte. Park; L/Cpl. Macleod; L/Cpl. Buchanan; 
Cpl. Rae; Pte. Anderson; Cpl. Crawford; Pte. Philips; Pte. 

Cuthbertson; Pte. Cuthbertson 

~ 

Members of the Pipes and Drums (Ptes. Young and Smith, 
and L/Cpl. Hannan and Pte. Doig) at the Statue of the Buffalo 

at Camp Wainwright in Canada 

Members of tbe Scottish Press try out Assault Boats with 
soldiers from "A" Company during Exercise "Pond Jump" in 

Canada 
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a certain sense of drama and cns1s. The pallid features of some of the fire fighters showed 
that they had been dug out of their nooks and crannies for the first time in years. 

D uring the training we all went to the Stampede at Hardisty. This was a great occasion 
and all enjoyed the events particularly the Chuck Waggon Racing. 

For six days the Company was organised as an A.P.C. Company but mounted in Canadian 
~-ton vehicles. They did, however, have the r.ecessary wireless sets so the technique of 
working in A.P.C.s was practised. These vehicles withstood some rough handling. Craftsman 
Genge. R.E.M.E., is due credit for the fact that we ended the training with the same number 
of vehicles as when we started. For two of the days we were delighted to have fifteen all 
ranks of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment with us. Due to the kindness of ''B" Company 
of 2nd Battalion Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry the whole Company were given 
experience in A.P.C.s and, indeed. some got a little unofficial driving experience. 

During the period of A.P.C. Training the Company was able to make use of R.C.A.S.C. 
helicopters for a dawn attack and for familiarisation. During the latter Company Sergeant 
'-'1aJor Simson and the Company Commander were lowered into the Company Leaguer from 
a great height. Their reception was distinctly cool as the Company was brewing up at 
the t1me and also the wireless diagrams and other vital documents just happened to get 
blo"n away. 

During the stay in Canada the following personnel of the Company were able to pay visits 
to our allied Regiments, Sergeant Patterson and Private Gray 51 to The Canadian Scottish 
111 Victoria, and Major McCance and Second-Lieutenant Whittington to the Royal 
Ne.,.foundland Regiment in St. Johns. All enjoyed themselves thoroughly and are looking 
forward to reading in this issue of THE THISTLE what actually happened. 
Po It-Canada 

On arrival back in Tidworth the cleaning up period from Canada merged with the 
preparation for the move to B.A.O.R. The Driver Training Party and the Battalion Block 
Leave Rear Party were sent off on leave very shortly after our return. 

During the visit of the London Branch of the Association the Company ·s attempt to 
introduce the veterans to the modern infantry weapons was frustrated by rain. However, 
a number were able to fire the .22 rifle in the miniature range. 

Another party of an N.C.O. and ten men was sent to take part in Troop Trials at the 
Defence N.B.C. School at Winterbourne Gunner. All were handicapped by the C.S.M. 
who was under the impression that they were considered expendible. 

Lieutenant Barnetson, Corporals Scott and Alexander, and Lance-Corporal Milne have 
all attended A.P.C. driving instructors' courses. Corporal Scott's course was at the Royal 
Armoured Corps School at Bevington, the others at the Army M.T. School, Borden. 
Corporal Alexander, who is destined to be the Company Technical Corporal, has rarely 
been seen in Tidworth as since January he ha~ attended three courses. Lance-Corporal Weston 
attended the Wombat course at the Support Wing, School of Infantry. Netheravon, Corporal 
Ward is there now. Private Leslie also successfully completed the Ration Storeman's Course. 
Major McCance avoided all the sordid details of the preparations for the move to Canada 
by attending the All Arms Battle Group Commanders Course at Warminster. He is now 
heard voicing all the "With-it" cliches of A.P.C. soldiering in a reasonably confident way. 

Congratulations are due to the following on their promotion: Staff-Sergeant Duncan, 
Corporal Leitch and Corporal Halliday. 

Privates Finlayson and Blair have joined us from the Junior Leaders Regiment Tofanau 
via the Depot. Private Koch has joined from the Junior Tradesman's Regiment at Troon 
and Private McCallum has re-enlisted. Privates Crombie, Inglis, McNicol and Porteous have 
all been posted to the Company from the Depot. 

Lieutenant Nathan has returned to "A" Company and Sergeant Louden and Corporal 
Parker have left us for the Depot. Private Haig has gone to join the Reece Platoon. 

The following Privates of the Company have attended driving cadres and successfully 
passed their driving tests : McKay 58, Gray 38, McArthur. Fitzsimmons 44. Cannon, Palmer, 
Steel, Ritchie 39, Cousland. Dunlop. Watt and Gall. 

With the exception of Private Gall. who is to be a driver/storeman, all are to be further 
trained in B.A.O.R. to be A.P.C. drivers. 

SIGNAL PLATOON 
Since the last notes were written the Signal Platoon has undergone a period of change. 

Changes in personnel. station. and in its role. Firstly, the author of these notes has changed. 
Captain Cowan has taken higher orders and moved over to Battalion Headquarters. Lieutenant 
Watson has arrived fresh from Hythe to take over and proved the Course had not been 
"asted by obtaining a second Signal Officer, Lieutenant Aird of the Royal Corps of Signals. 
four days after he took over the Platoon; soon after this the Platoon moved to Canada on 
E:-.ercise Pond Jump where they spent a varied and busy time. H ighlights which one remembers 
are the skywave link working to the Rockies, 800 miles away, much to everybody's surprise, 
Private Sha\\ II driving around in a large American car which he parked ostentatiously 
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outside the Platoon Commander's oflke, and the fact that over half the party that reached 
the top of the Snow D ome were from the Signal Platoon. Lieutenant Aird is convinced 
that he will nm~ be selected for the next inter-Service Himalayan expedition. 

On return, a period of cleaning, checking and tounting occurred. We sent a party of 
dnvers off to B.A .O.R. to prove that 1f they could not crash Canadian jeeps they could 
at least try doing it with A.P.Cs. The remainder of the Platoon prepared to hand ovet 
to 3 Royal Anglian. 

During the visit of the Regimental Association to Tidworth we met ex-Sergeant Pedder. 
who had been Signal Sergeant of the 2nd Batta lion 111 192R, and he regaled us with many 
a story of the Lucas lamp and heliograph. Staff-Sergeant Penman's accounting problems 
would have been much si mpler then. 

At the beginning of August the Advance Party bade farewell to Tidworth and moved 
to Osnabruck. We left behind us 529 Signal Troop who had been with us for nearly 
three years, including our time in Aden and the Rad (an, and had served us very well . On 
arrival we welcomed 521 Signal Troop who came to us from the Queen's Own Highlander\. 
and we look. forward to working with them for some time to come. The handover at 
Tidworth appears to have gone well in that it cost us very little. and by the time of writing 
the Pla toon is complete in its new station, learning its new role. We have now almost 200 
radio sets to worry about and have to supply a number of 432 drivers which means that 
a number who have not been seen near the M .T. for some time arc now back in the area 

Finally we congratulate Corporal Scanlon on his promotion and good report from H ythe, 
and bid farewell to Corporal Bell who has gone to keep .. A •. Company's M .T. running, just 
as he did their radios. 

THE REGIMENTAL BAND 
On 6th and 7th May we flew with the Battalion to Na mao Airport. Edmonton. Canada. 

On arrival a bus was laid on to take us to Camp Wainwright. Alberta. We stayed at Wa inwright 
for a shor t period, then moved by coach to Edmonton fo r a series of School Concerts, spread 
over four days, at the Victoria Composi te School. We a lso managed to squeeze in a concert 
for the Disabled Ex-Service men at their hospital in Edmonton. During the Victoria School 
concerts the Bandmaster. Mr. Albert Meek. was honoured by his appointment as an 
Honorary Member of the Canadian Bandmaster's Association. We would like to thank 
the Bandmasters' Association for their gift, which enabled us to hire a coach for a trip 
to Banff in the Canadian Rockies. 

From Edmonton we moved South to Calga ry. and for several days we were tied up 
in rehearsals for a parade with the Queen 's Own Rifles of Canada. We like to (eel that we 
contributed something towards the success of their parade. On 29th May we gave a 
p<'rformance in Heritage Park, Calgary. We thought for a while that we were back in 
Libya, as the sand a nd dust blew all around the band stand area. causing great anxiety 
amongst our trombone section. However. we overcame the d ifficulties. and the performance 
was greatly appreciated. We would like to thank the Band of Lord Strathcona's H orse (R.C.) 
for their k indness and hospitality and, last but no t least. the loan of a bass drum. Due to 
the vagaries of the climate, our own drum twisted and buckled beyond recognition , a nd 
1he reed players had great difficulty with their reeds, as the dryness of the atmosphere 
dried them out in a matter of seconds. We must congratulate Sergaent Alan Grey on 
achieving his ambition to play the cymbals. Unfortunately his enthusiasm is costing us 
a fo rtune in replacements as we have never before had anybody with his ··smashing Ability"! 

After an overnight sto p in Camp Wainwright we went to North Battleford . Saskatchewan. 
to perform a t the opening of the Pioneers Museum. The organisers had wonder ful 
accommodation arranged in the Beaver Motor Hotel, and we were made most welcome. 
In the evening the Dance Ba nd played at an Officers' Ball. After our return to Wainwright 
the R.C.A.F. a t Namao flew us to Edmonton for a concert and dance (or the squadron there. 
We went back to Wainwright again for two or three days, then flew to Victoria, Vancouver 
Island . We were very busy there with parades, ma rching displays and concerts in the town. 
We would like to thank the Canadian Scotti sh for their helpfu lness and hospitality. 

On our return to Alberta we did a marching di splay in Hard isty, and then did a serie> 
of " Retreats" in the town of Wainwright and also in the Camp itself. T o round off the 
tour we returned to Edmonton as guests of the Band of Princess Pa tricia's Canadian Light 
Jnfantry. We would like to thank the Director of Music. Lieutenant George Naylor, and 
the members of his band for their very warm hospi tal ity, and the "spi rit" which they 
displayed during the evening. The following day, 16th J une, we flew f rom Namoa Airport 
to Lyneham in Wiltshire. 

Since our arrival back in Britain, we have been extremely busy. With the Pipes and D rums 
we took part in K .A.P.E.'s and Tattoos at Basingstoke. Glasgow and Peterborough. The 
reception at these places was tremendous and the displays put on by both bands were 
very popular. Amongst other engagements. we undertook a week at Eastbourne. Here large 
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crowds were entertained during both afternoon'> and evemng<,. The band was said to be 
one of the finest ever heard in Eastbourne during the last few years. due no doubt. to 
the variety of the performances. Corpora l Dav1d Gibb and Corporal Joe Lavery are to be 
congratulated for their performances as solo artistes. 

Later. we left for Edinburgh on a Recruiting Tour. We performed at a great number ot 
towns in the Regimental Area. Dunbar. Haddington. Prestonpans, Peebles and Linlithgow 
were amongst the towns vis1ted. and we completed the tour wi th performances at the 
Lowland Brigade Depot. Glencor.,e. fer their Open Days. A fter the tour we started a week's 
engagement in Princes Street (,ardens where. unfortunately. for most cf the -week the 
-weather '~as agamst us. However. on the days when it did not rain we managed to entertain 
quite large crowd~. Here again the Highland Dancers. Corporal Gibb. Corporal Lavery, 
Bandsman Murphy and Bandsman C ummings proved ex tremely popular. 

On completion of the Edinburgh engagement the band went back to Tidworth for a few 
days, and then left fo r a period of "ell earned leave. 

We wou ld like to wish Bandsmen Cla rk and Komorrowski all the best on their course 
at the Royal Mil ita ry School of Mus1c. Knell er Ha ll. Our congratulations go to Mr. D. G. 
Suttill on his new appoi ntmen t as Bandmaster of the Junior Leaders Regiment R.A.C. at 
Bovington. and to Lance-Corpo ral Connoll y ~0 all o ur best wishes on his ven ture in civilian 
life. We hear that a n ex-member of the ba nd and old friend. Mr. Mackay, who is Bandmaster 
of the Royal Dragoons. called at Osnabruck before the band arri ved out from the United 
Kingdom . We were sorry to miss him and hope to see him soon. 

THE PIPES AND DRUMS 
~ince our last notes \~e have been kept very busy and seen very little of Tidworth. 

However. we did manage to snatch a week-end when nobody was looking. Earlier in the 
year we made a return trip to Paris where we were engaged fo r the International H orse 
Show (for some unknown reason most of our engagements this year have involved horses) 
and some members swear that they are now o n nodding terms wi th quite a few of them. 
while other member~ can still be found kick1ng behind the bass drum as soon as one 
is spotted. Whilst 1n Canada we had the pleasure of beating retreat with the Canadian 

coltish in Victoria. and al though our s tay was rather short it wa'i enjoyed b}' all members 
of the Pipes and Drums and very much appreciated. This trip is reported in full in a 
.,eparate a rticle. The week after returning from Canada found us once more in Edinburgh 
and travelling daily to Glasgow. where we took part in a '" Keep the Army in the Public 
Eye" display, combined with the Gordons. At the moment of writing we are once again 
in Dreghorn Camp, Edinburgh. th is time for a fairly long sta y. First of a ll we are touring 
the Regi mental area. looking for recruits. hut they must be out of season at this time 
of year. H o-wever. we did have one enquiry in Edinburgh, but unfortunately he was already 
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committed as he was only visiting Edinburgh on the U.S. Aircraft Carrier Randolph. After 
the recruiting tour we find ourselves once again on the Edinburgh Tattoo which, this year, 
after some of the engagements we have undertaken, should be straightforward and simple 
- back to the good old cobbles of the esplanade rather than the Hardisty Stampede grounds. 
We are looking forward to meeting one or two of our friends from Victoria who are 
visiting the Tattoo this year. Finally, to R.S.M. Chalmers and the members of his Mess, 
and Pipe Major Frank Knight and the Pipes and Drums in Victoria, we thank you for the 
hospitality shown to us during our short but busy stay in Victoria. 
Odd comment overheard in Calgary: 

"Who is that portly gentleman who marches in front of the bands?' (to D rum Major in 
full dress). "Excuse me are you Royal Engineers?" 

VISIT OF THE MILITARY BAND AND THE PIPES AND DRUMS TO 
VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, 4th- 7th JUNE, 1966 

BY CAPTAINS. W. McBAIN 
One of the aims of Exercise Pond Jump was to effect a liaison with our affiliated 

Canadian Regiments. 1966 is the Centenary Year of British Columbia and as part 
of the celebrations the Provincial Government arranged for the Military Band and 
The Pipes and Drums to visit Victoria. This combined with the fact that Victoria 
is the home of The Canadian Scottish (Princess Mary's), produced a very memorable 
four days for the Bands. 

Confirmation that the visit was going to take place was only received two days 
before we left. In fact I was in the middle of Wainwright Training Area on a rather 
wet and bleak day looking forward to a rather wetter and bleaker night when l 
was summoned back to Battalion Headquarters to be informed tha t I was going 
to Victoria the next day. 

On the 4th June the Band made their way down to the local grass Airstrip and 
at 9 a.m. a C 130 He rcules Aircraft of the R.C.A.F. lowered itself out of the rain 
and mist to bring Lieutenant-General Sir Kenneth Darling, K.C.B. , C.B.E., D.S.O., 
G.O.C. in C. Southern Command to visit the Battalion. The Bands quickly loaded 
their instruments and kit onto the aircraft and we took off, climbing steadily out 
of the gloom to the clear skies and the brilliant sunshine at 25,000 ft. and headed 
West. During the flight the Captain very kindly allowed members of the Band onto 
the Flight Deck to see how these huge aircraft are flown. 

Unfortunately there was a blanket of cloud which prevented us from seeing the 
Rockies over which we were flying. On the descent over Vancouver I sland we were 
immediately impressed by the complete change in vegetation. We had left behind 
rolling parkland of grass and scrub and were now passing over densely forested 
islands covered with the magnificent tall conifers for which this part of the world is 
famous. 

We landed at Patricia Bay Airport, two hours after leaving Wainwright. We 
were met there by a Party of the Canadian Scottish including Major A. Da\ie the 
Second in Command, Lieutenant D. Grubb, the Adjutant, R .S.M. Chalmers and 
Pipe Major Knight. We quickly unloaded the aircraft and were taken into Victoria, 
the Bands to H.M.S. Naden, a R.C.N. base, and myself to tht: Mess of the 1st 
Battalion Queen's Own Rifles of Canada. The rest of the day was spent in settling 
in and in the evening we attended a smoker kindly arranged by our hosts. This 
finished about 3 a.m. and so the liaison part of our visit had well and truly started. 

By the next day we had a chance to study the programme planned for us and 
immediately noticed we were in for a very hectic few days. We started with the 
combined Retreat Rehearsal with the Pipes and Drums of the Canadian Scottish 
at their Armoury. We then left their Band to practise for a Parade and went up 
to the Veterans Hospital. Here in their beautiful grounds the Bands gave a short 
marching display which was very enthusiastically received by both the patients 
who could come down to watch and also by those who were lucky enough to get 
to a window. 
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After lunch the Military Band gave a short concert at the Armoury prior to 
the Annual Inspection of the Canadian Scottish. We then watched their parade 
and we were all very impressed with the turnout and the drill of our sister regiment. 

Later in the afternoon the scene moved to the harbour. Here the Pipes and 
Drums marched round the waterfront and gave a short marching display in front 
of the Provincial Parliament Buildings. The programme was then taken over by 
the Military Band who gave an hour's concert which included Corporal Lavery 
performing the Sword Dance accompanied by the Pipe Major. It was a beautiful 
sunny afternoon and a considerable crowd soon assl!mbled on the lawns to listen 
to the Bands. 

The next day promised to be just as hectic although there were only two 
performances scheduled. At midday both bands marched through the Main Streets 
of Victoria, round the harbour finishing once again at the Parliament Buildings. 
Here they played a short programme before marching back to a well earned 
afternoon's rest. The Drum Major was heard to mutter something about transferring 
to the Navy at this stage but we have not heard any more since! 

The evening performance was the climax of our visit. Our Pipes and Drums 
combined with the Pipes and Drums of the Canadian Scottish and together with 
the Military Band were to Beat Retreat at Parliament Buildings. Th is ceremony 
had received considerable publicity and a crowd estimated at between five and 
six thousand had assembled in the evening sunshine to see this unique event. Among 
these spectators were a great number of past and present members of the Canadian 
Scottish including the nine officers who attended the D-Day 0 Group of the 
Regiment prior to the Normandy landings twenty-one years ago to the day. 

The ceremony started with the massed bands together with a Guard provided 
by the Canadian Scottish marching from the Custom's Wharf, round the harbour 
to Parliament Buildings. The Guard, in their red doublets, Hunting Stuart kilt~ 
and feather bonnets with the old Lee Enfield rifle at the slope were reminiscent 
of an age long past but not forgotten in this very British city of Victoria. The 
bands, obviously encouraged by the size of the assembled crowd gave of their 
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Combined Pipes and Drums of 1st Bn. Royal Scots and Canadian Scottish Regiment 
Beating Retreat at Vancouver, B.C. June 1966. 

best and it was particularly impressive to see how well the two Pipes and Drums 
combined together considering tha t they had only had an hour's practice the 
previous day. 

The spectators were quick to show their apprecia tion, as they had been th roughout 
our visit. There must have been many memories brought back that even ing as 
there is a strong heritage of Scotland in this part of the world. 

The Retreat over we returned once more to the Armoury to be lavishly enter
tained once again by the Canad ian Scottish in the respective Messes. During the 
evening, or perhaps it was morning the Pipes and Drums of each Regiment sta rted 
a competition the aim of which was never quite clear. H owever they finished up 
serenading the Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess followed by the Officers'. 
What was most im pressive was the spontaneous way in which both bands came 
together both on and off parade to prove that although we live on different sides 
of the world there is now a closeness between the Regiments wh ich it is to be 
hoped will be fostered in future years. 

On Tuesday, 7th June, our stay in Victoria came to an end. There is no doubt 
that this short visit will be remembered by all those who were there. Our thanks 
are due to the Provincial Government of British Columbia and the Canadian 
Scottish for making all the superb arrangements and looking after us so well , and 
we hope that some day we may be able to repay this hospitality on our own ground. 

ALLIED REGIMENTS TO THE BATT ALI ON AT WAINWRIGHT CAMP 

BY CAPTAIN M. B. H. ASHMORE 
One of the aims of Exercise Pond Jump was to foster relations with the All ied 

Canadian Regiments. This was achieved in part for us by two most enjoyable 
\ isits from The Royal Newfoundland Regiment and The Canadian Scottish. 
The fir t of these took place between 28th May and 4th June and was by a party 
from The Royal Newfoundland Regiment consisting of 9 Officers under Major R . 
Jeans and 6 soldiers including the R.S.M., Mr. Shane Mills. They arrived in 
Edmonton after a 17 hour journey from Newfoundland having travelled further 
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than they would have if they had crossed the Atlantic! The party came to Wam
wright the following day. The fact that it was Sunday did not deter us from having 
an immediate conference to discuss the programme for the following week. 

The first two days were spent attached to "C" Company who were on Mobile 
training. Bumpmg around the training area on the back of a i-tonner trying to 
understand Royal Scots voice procedure as well as read a map was quite a change 
from the1r normal routine. However the Officers returned to the Me'>s on Tuesday 
night for a dinner night complete with Band and Pipe programmes. 1 he occasion 
proved to be a memorable one. lt was a bit too memorable for some of us who 
had to spend the next day on a Helicopter trip to the Rockies. Although there was 
some cloud about, the mountains lived up to their reputation. Their Public 
Relauons Ofl1cer Lieutenant Nish Collins was so keen that he nearly fell out of the 
h;..licopter in his efforts to get good pictures. 

A day with "A" Company on watermanship training followed and then to end 
the \isit off properly a day was spent at the Hardi'>ty Stamped.!. This was greatly 
enjoyed by the visitors and Royal Scots alike. 

The \is it from the Canadian Scottish came later during the Exercise, in fact 
almost at the end. This was a pity as they were unable to ~spend much time with 
the Companies on training. The party <.:ensisted of Captain R. Caldwell, the R.S.M., 
Pipe Major, two Senior ranks and one Corporal drummer. It was particularly 
fortunate that the members of the pipe band came as they were able to take part 
m the Ceremony of Beating of Retreat at Wainwright. 

These visits were certainly one of the most enjoyable features of our stay in 
Canada and real pleasure to those of us who had the opportunity to meet the 
visitors. We look forward to continuing our Associations with our Allied Regiments 
and h0pe it won't be too long before we have the opportunity of meeting again. 

VISIT TO THE CANADIAN SCOTTISH REGIMENT (PRINCESS MARY'S} 

BY MAJOR R. F. RICHARDSON, M.B.E. 

In the thirty-nine years we have been allied to the Canadian Scottish Regiment 
(Princess Mary's) there have been very few occasions when a representative party 
from the Regiment has been able to visit Victoria. The visit of the 1st Battalion 
to Camp Wainwright, Alberta on Exercise Pond Jump West in May June this year 
provided the perfect opportunity for such a visit. 

The party, ten strong a nd led by the Commanding Officer arrived in Victoria on 
28th May. We had got there by flying over the Rockies in an R.C.A.F. Yukon 
aircraft from Edmonton to Vancouver. Then, by a very fine state ferry. called the 
Queen of Esquimalt, through the Gulf lslands to Schwag Bay, Victoria. 

A ship to shore telephone provided our first contact with the Canadian Scottish 
as Lieutenant-Colonel Currie was asked to take a call. There had been a little 
uncertainty about whether or not we would fly into Victoria and th::: c.lll had been 
put through by the 2 I.C. Major Davie to make certain we were on board. Reassured 
that we were, he confirmed a reception party was waiting. 

As the ship tied up we scanned the quayside but could sec no familiar Hunting 
Stuart. This however was short lived as we heard the pipes playing and there on 
shore was the Commanding Officer (Lieutenant-Colonel Cod!), the Second in Com
mand (Major Davie), R.S.M. Chalmers, Pipe Major Knight and C.S.M. Barber. 
Without delay we were taken by car to the very comfortable barracks of the 1st 
Battalion The Queen·s Own Rifles of Canada at Work Point, overlooking Victoria 
Harbour. This was to be our home for the duration of the visit. 

The following morning (Sunday) Lieutenant-Colonel Currie inspected the 
Canadian Scottish Cadets who were parading at Work Point. This was a very 
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VISIT TO CANADIAN SCOTTISH 
Bac/.. m 11' left to right: Cpl. R. J. Barker; Lt. C. R. Delacombe; Sqr. T. Patterson; 
W.O. I P. T. Barber, C.D.; W.O. I K. P. B. Chalmers, C.D.; W.O. Jl R. McKeen; 

S/Sgt. G. H. Wilds; Lt. H. N. Johnston, C.D.; Cpl. S. KeUy. 
Centre rm•· left to right : Major H. A. Davie, C.D.; Lt.-Col. A. W. R. Currie, O.B.E.; 

Lt.-Col. D. R. Coell, C.D.; Major R. F. Richardson, M.B.E. 
Fron t ro••· /efr 10 righr: Pte. F. Burke; Cpl. P. Rae; Sqr. J. G. H. Wbittla; Pte. N. Houston; 

Pte. R. G. R. Gray. 

1mpressive parade as the cadet!> were in full dress with fea ther bonneh, scarlet 
tunics and, of course, Hunting Stuart k ilts. 

T he hospitality lavished o n us from the moment of stepping asho re at Shwag 
Bay was unend ing; indeed for the full week of the stay not one of our party had a 
dull mo ment. One o f the highlights of the visit was a R egimenta l Smoker in the 
Wa rra nt O fficers' and Sergeants' Mess in the Bay St reet Armo ur; the s plendid 
home of the Canad ian Scottish. We we re received o n arrival by the full pipes and 
drums and also left , in the early hours o f the morning, accompanied by a "select 
group" of pi pers and drummers. It is perhaps true to say that o n this evening, more 
than any o ther, we captured the true feeling of fr iendship between our two 
Regi ments in that we were a party o f all ra nks meet ing and talking together as 
o nly good friends can. 

The o ther major regimental occasion was a cock ta il party in the Officers· Mess 
a t which, amongst others, there were a pprox imately twelve fo rmer Commanding 
Officers of the Canadian Scotti sh. Also present was Majo r G illan who some will 
remember commanded the Canad ian Scottish Co mpany of the Canadian Highland 
Battalion in B.A.O.R . It was he who handed over the tote m pole which was 
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presented to us in 1952. At the party Lieutenant-Colonel Currie presented a silver 
quaich as a gift from the Officers of the 1st Battalion. A similar quaich was 
presented to the Warrant Officers and Sergeants by C.S.M. McKeen. 

A visit was also made by the officers to Government House to sign the book. The 
last Royal Scot to do so having been Major-General Sir Rohan Delacombe when 
he had visited Victoria whilst Colonel of the Regiment. 

There were numerous visits to the homes of members of the Regiment all of 
which were greatly appreciated by all ranks in the party. The flights in a light 
aircraft on the morning following the Regimental Smoker were not , we regret, fully 
~ubscribed but we think the reason why was well understood. 

After three days of generous hospitality the Commanding Officer and Major 
Richardson had to return to Camp Wainwright but the remainder of the party, 
under Lieutenant Delacombe, were very happy to stay on for another few days. 
However, finally they had to pack their bags and return to the rigours of training. 

It was an unforgettable visit for those who were fortunate enough to take part 
in it. 

The motto "Deus gu cath"-Ready for the Fray, is indeed one which the 
Canadian Scottish lives up to and one which the party which visited Victoria in 
1966 will well remember. 

The party consisted off: Lieutenant-Colonel A. W. R. Currie, O.B.E.; Major 
R. F. Richardson, M.B.E.: Lieutenant C. R. Delacombe: W.O.Jl R. McKeen: 
Sergeant T. Paterson: CorporalS. Kelly: Corporal P. Rae; Private F. Burke: Private 
N. Houston; Private R. G. R. Gray. 

VISIT TO THE ROYAL NEWFOUNDLAND REGIMENT, 17th JUNE, 1966 
BY 2nd LIEUTENANT R. M. WHITTINGTON 

The party led by the Commanding Officer arrived at Gander early on Thursday 
morning after an overnight fligh t from Edmonton. We were met and directed 
to the R.C.A.F. Base where we had a very welcome four hours rest before we 
began our journey down to St. Johns. After a glass of "Screech" and a meal we 
set off down the Trans-Canadian Highway. Five hours later having seen some 
most beautiful scenery we arrived at our quarters in Pleasantville in the outskirts 
of St. Johns. 

A fleeting brush with the press and we were off to dine with the Civic Dignitaries 
of the City of St. Johns. After a most enjoyable meal which included ~orne 
amusing speeches from the Councillors we were taken down to the Canadian 
Legion for a drink or two (Or three?). Here we met many of the soldiers and their 
wives who were most impressed by the piping of Corporal Kelly. 

Friday was to incorporate all our official visits. luncheons, and sight-seeing. At 
an early hour the Commanding Officer departed to Government House to visit 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Newfoundland after which three officers went to the 
Parliament Buildings to meet the Deputy Premier. Meanwhile the rest of the 
party were being escorted around and shown the sights of the town. After a 
visit to the Museum where we found many references to The Royal Scots, we 
left for the house of Sir Leonard Outerbridge who is the Honorary Colonel of The 
Royal Newfoundland Regiment. After a short stop we retraced our steps to 
Government House for a most enjoyable luncheon where we met many of the 
imoortant people of the Province. After lunch we had the afternoon free for 
sight-seeing and we all had the chance for some interesting photography. 

In the evening the whole party gathered at the university for a dinner given b)' 
the Government of Newfoundland. It was a splendid meal especially for a particular 
soldier, who was flanked by two charming C.W.R.A.C.s. The speeches after 
the meal (lengthier than usual by some) provided most amusing entertainment. 



36 THE THISTLE 

The party then split up, the Officers going to the Crows Nest which had started 
as a gathering place for wartime convoy crews, and very much on the lines of 
an English Pub; the soldiers disappearing in other devious di rections. The author 
somehow found his way in the company of a charming English girl provided 
for him, to a most "revealing" St. John's Night Club. He managed to return in 
time to change for breakfast. 

The Saturday morning found us weary but very much looking forward to a 
trip on the Yacht of a certain Colonel Pippy. It turned out to be some Yacht, 
on the lines of a floating Palace. As soon as we got aboard a drink was thrust 
into our hands and we set sail for the first settlement in Canada about ten miles 
along the shore of Conception Bay. We were given the most splendid lunch with 
lobsters and delicious Atlantic Salmon. We then had the opportunity for some 
fishing and we all tried our hand at "Cod-jigging". 

Late that afternoon we left the Yacht and made our way back to our quarters 
to prepare for our final night's celebrations. The Officers departed for a Regimental 
Dinner Night and the soldiers had a dance (St. John's Style?) laid on for them. 
After a most enjoyable dinner and exchange of gifts from each Regiment we 
joined the dance in the Sergeants' Mess. It was a most amusing and energetic 
affair which everyone enjoyed thoroughly. 

Alas Sunday came too quickly and it was time for the party to wend their way 
back to Gander. We said goodbye to the many friends we had made, and with 
various detours for the sake of scenery we motored back to the R.C.A.F. Base. 

It was a wonderful visit which we will never forget and our thanks to Lieutenant
Colonel ABston, Officers, men and friends of The Royal Newfoundland Regiment 
who did so much for us during our stay. 

T he party consisted of: -Lieutenant-Colonel A. W. R. Currie, O.B.E., Major 
N. A. D . McCance, 2nd Lieutenant P.R.M. Whittington, W.O.II Barton, Sergeant 
Stirling, Corporals Kelly, Sneddon and Horne and Privates Graham and Stott. 

ADVENTURE TRAINING-CANADA, 1966 
Canada has always presented a challenge to the adventurous and despite an 

intensive trai ning programme for the Battalion's six week visit, the Commanding 
Officer was anxious that as many as possible should take part in some form of 
adventure training. To this end as much cli mbing equipment as could be borrowed 
from the Command Adventure Training Pool was brought with us and the 
<\dvance Party were asked to obtain other essential items and spy out the land. 

A little over 400 miles west of the Battalion Training Area at Camp Wainwright, 
<he jagged peaks of the Rocky Mountains, rising to over 12,000 feet, presented 
a challenging venue of almost unrivalled scenic beauty and extremes of climate 
and terrain. 

On a preliminary reconnaissance during their fist weekend in Canada, the 
<\dventure Training and Climbing officers contacted local climbers, Mountain 
Rescue experts and the Wardens Service in the Rockies. They discovered that 
.here were almost unlimited facilities for rock climbing but that it was considered 
to be too early in the year for snow and ice work. Nevertheless they obtained 
approval for properly organised groups to attempt the Columbia l cefield, from 
which it might have been possible to climb Mount Columbia (12,294 feet), under 
ideal conditions. Advice was also obtained about r,ossible trek routes and local 
regulations. 

The following weekend a further reconnaissance was carried out by the Adventure 
Training Officer and Sergeant-Major McKeen to examine the feasibility of carrying 
out some lower altitude trekking in the same general area as the Columbia 
Icefield project, in order to economise on time, transport and costs. A suitable route 
was selected although several which had been considered had to be abandoned as 
the passes were blocked by deep snow. 
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Rock climbing was ruled out as facilities for rock climbing exist in many parts 
of the world whereas the Columbia lcefield presented a fairly unique opportunity 
for high alt itude snow and ice work, whilst the foothills offered exciting trekking 
possibilities. The final plan was for a group of about platoon strength from each 
Company to take part in four expeditions, two to the lcefield and two trekking as 
follows:-

Expedition Dates Strength Coy. 
Trek 1 16th May-23rd May 23 B 
Tee 1 22nd May-29th May 23 C 
Trek 2 28th May-4th June 23 A 
Ice 2 28th May-4th June 23 HQ 

The trekking groups were to blaze their own trail following the South bank of 
the North Saskatchewan River from Nordegg in the foothills to the Saskatchewan 
Crossing Ranger Station at about 6,000 feet on the Mountain highway between 
Jasper and Banff. Contact with Camp Wainwright was to be maintained by 
prearranged meetings with a Radio Vehicle which was to follow a parallel route 
along a new road north of the river. 

lee groups. were to spend a day practising crevasse drills and snow and ice 
techniques before climing the Athabasca G lacier to establish a Snow-hole base 
camp on the Colu mbia lcefield. from which they could attempt to reach M ount 
Columbia. 

As it turned out the trekking groups made good time but the l ee groups were 
dogged by bad weather, though a small party from the second lee group managed 
to reach the summit of Mount Snowdome (1 1,340 feet). To see how they fa red, 
read the following accounts of individual expeditions. 

THE BLAZING OF A TRAIL 
BY ~·IAJOR J. N. STISTED 

During the stay of the battalion at Camp Wainwright it was decided to send twn 
parties of twenty-three on treks through the R ocky Mountains. The first party was 
to be found by "B" Company and the second one from "A" Company. This is an 
account of the former wh ich took place between 16th and 23rd May. 

The reconnaissance had been made the week before by Major Edwardes, when 
it was discovered that the planned route from Cline up the Cline River, over Nigel 
Pass (7,225 feet) and up Nigel Creek to the main Banff-Jasper Highway was 
impassable until July without snow shoes and survival equipment. It was therefore 
decided to start the trek from the bridge over the North Saskatchewan R iver near 

ordegg and follow along the south bank of the river past the R anger look-out 
~tation above Cline to the bridge at the Saskatchewan crossing on the main Banff
Jasper highway- a distance of about 55 miles as the crow flies. 

The party was made up of twenty trekkers and an administrative group of 
three from H .Q. Company consisting of Captain Frank, the Medical Officer, 
Sergeant Coupe and Signalman Barwise from the Royal Signals Troop. We left 
Camp Wainwright on the morning of Monday 16th March in two 2i -ton vehicles 
and a .!-ton signal vehicle for the administrative group and drove until 7 p.m. that 
night to the Ranger Station at Nordegg- a distance of over 300 miles. We camped 
the M onday night in a camp site by the bridge at Nordegg. The Party was divided 
into three sections under Captain McBain, Sergeant Lowson and Corporal McCabe 
and the camp was soon established with tents made out of the Canadian ponchos. 
Throughout the trek we fed on the Canadian RP4 one day individual ration which 
we found to be quite excellent, the only drawback being its weight of five pounds. 
We also had six naphtha cookers spread out among the sections. Each man had a 
bergen pack into which everything was packed. After a good night's sleep the party 
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rose at 6 a.m. to find that there had been twelve degrees of frost during the nigh t. 
It was a wonderful sunny morning and in a moment of madness I went and had a 
quick dip in the river accompanied only by a single Canada goose who honked away 
on the other side of the river. 

We left at 7.30 a.m. and crossed the bridge and found the start of the trail 
marked with a yellow tape for us by the Range Warden. For the first few miles the 
route had been marked by axe cuts on the trees and we all felt how easy the whole 
thing would be and everyone was in high spirits. Captain McBain and I had been 
given precise instructions by the doctor on how to make full use of the two 
medical packs that he had made up. After a few miles the marks on the trees 
finished and we had to make our own route following animal tracks or just going 
through the thick trees in the right direction. The fir trees were tall and in places 
very clo e together as it was a natural forest. In places, the sides of the hills were 
steep and our route was crossed by creeks, some steeper than others. The maps 
were very out of date and I used a hachured one most of the time that showed tracks 
that had long ince ceased to exist. We kept above the river line for most of the 
first day as it tended to be pretty boggy along the river bank. Our two main 
excitements on the first day were crossing the Kidd and Crooked Creeks which 
were very steep. Throughout the trek we went in Indian file and changed the leading 
section at each halt. At about four in the afternoon we came to a sudden clearing 
where the re was a fairsized prairie meadow with two very elderly huts at one 
side. Sergeant Lowson and l went off to find a good camp site for the night and 
nearly missed the party on the way back having got into a bog. We camped by the 
side of the river and again had frost during the night. We had gone about fourteen 
miles as the crow flies and must have covered at least twenty miles as the feet 
walked. It was a delightful camp and was et up very quickly, the two man tent 
being found most practical. Doctors McBain and Stisted did very little business 
that night. which was a good omen. Meanwhile the administrative group had driven 
to Cline to wait for us and the two 2!-ton vehicles had returned to Camp 
Wainwright. 

I thought that we might reach Cline the following night and for that rea on we 
had only taken two days rations with us. For the first part of Wednesday 18th we 
followed the river and only climbed up after our route had been blocked by high 
cliffs. We then found ourselves on an old track which we followed until after the 
lunch break, ending up at an old hut in which there were signs of habitation within 
the last thirty years portrayed by broken crockery and a very antique piano. As 
we had moved on a south westerly course along the track we cut across country 
to hit the river once again. The view was most impressive with snow capped moun
tains all around us, some rising to 9,000 feet. The next part of the trek was very 
hard work as there were no tracks and the ground boggy and covered with fallen 
trees. We eventually reached a ride through high pines and headed due north 
down to the river along the McBain Trail. We spent the night on an island near 
Windy Point, which lived up to its name. We had covered 18 miles as the feet 
walk. 

We had hoped to have followed the river to Cline but were once again thwarted 
by high cliffs and had to retrace our steps for about two miles to the top of the 
ridge that overlooked the river. We were now on the Stisted Trail and headed 
south-west until we reached the large spur on which the Cline look-out station sat 
on the far side. As the ground along the river bank looked very wet and was 
crossed by many small rivers and creeks we kept inland and followed around 
the edge of the feature climbing fairly steadily. We were once again in thick 
trees and the animal track which we were following disappeared all together. 
This part of the trek was by far the most interesting and the hardest. When we 
had followed the feature around until we were near the river we decided to 
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complete the trek to Cline by the river. In places steep scree slopes came down 
to the water's edge and 1 was worried at times that someone with his 60 lb. load 
would slip into the river which was pretty deep and flowing fast at this point. 
However my fears were allayed and no one fell in. The phrase "round the corner" 
became popular as we expected to see the airfield at Cline across the river at any 
moment. We reached Cline at 6.30 p.m. to find the doctor and signallers well set 
up and in radio contact with Camp Wainwright. 

We spent the night on the side of the track overlooking the river and it was 
here that Sergeant Lowson thought he had found a Grizzly Bear tampering with 
our rations. He had built a shelter with the ration boxes as the sides and a poncho 
on the top for himself and me but was driven out by mosquitos during the night. 
He heard a noise later in the night and thought it was a bear and was most 
disappointed to find out it was only me rummaging 1n my pack for a drink. 
Otherwise we had seen elk, deer, squirrels, and chipmunks during the trek. 

The next part of the trek was the most uninteresting as we followed the track 
past the Cline Bridge to the old lumber camp where "'e spent Friday night. We 
covered twenty one miles and had the luxury of having our packs carried in the 
~ignals vehicle. We lunched in the campsite on the Siffieur River crossing, having 
passed near to the Whiterabbit River. Along the track "'e met a very impressive 
Indian on a dappled horse looking for two more hor-.es. Unfortunately he was 
dressed in "White Man's" clothes with a red hunting cap. He was the only person 
we met along the whole of the route we followed. The \\Cather changed during the 
afternoon and threatening rain clouds were over us and during the night it rained 
hard. Lance-CorpJral Kane cut his finger badly on a tin that night and was only 
saved from having it sewn up by me by the doctor bemg there. A fortunate relief 
for him as no stitches were required! 

We left on the Saturday morning on the last leg ol our march, having sent the 
~ignals vehicle back to the Cline Bridge to folio"' the Da\id Thompson Highway 
to the Banff-Jasper Highway and meet us at the \\arden\ Post. After the lumber 
camp had been left we followed lumber trail'> 10 the pouring rain until they 
disappeared and we entered the Banff '-auonal Park. 1 he rain stopped and we 
reached our destination at 3 p.m. to be greeted by threatening snow clouds. The 
two Wardens very kindly allowed us to camp m their grounds and could not have 
been more helpful and we made good friends with Gerry Lyster and George 
Pohlmann. The latter very kindly took a few of us that evening to look for Moose 
which we found grazing on the side of the highway near the Wildfowl Lakes. He 
also showed me the route for a twenty mile walk up to a look-out post over the 
Mistaya River. Owing to the sno"' "'hich was falling it was difficult to see much. 

On the Sunday morning I took the Party including the Doctor up to the look-out 
post. We had to cross over a canyon and could see the water rushing many feet 
below us through the gorge. The \\alk was steep but was up a clearly defined track, 
which rose to 7,200 feet where at the top of the treeline the look-out post was 
situated. As we climbed higher the snow became deeper and at about 7,000 feet we 
were forced to turn back as the snow came up to my waist and even for our tallest 
man Private Keoghan was too deep. We came down by another route as we had 
been told that there was a ford over the Mistaya opposite to our campsite. We 
could not find the ford-we later were told it could only be used by horses in the 
late summer- and either had to retrace our steps for over three miles to the bridge 
o_ver the canyo_n or improvise a bridge. Swimming was out of the question as the 
nver was flowmg pretty fast and not everyone could swim. We luckily found a 
most convenient spruce which was hanging over the bank and lassooed it with one 
of our thirty foot ropes. This made an excellent bridge and we crossed the forty 
foot gap without mishap. By this time all the snow which had fallen the previom 
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night had melted. It had been a great surprise to wake up on the Sunday morning 
to find six inches of snow on the ground and brilliant sunshine. 

At about 8 p.m. that night Sergeant-Major McKeen arrived with the two 2{-ton 
vehicles to take us back to Camp Wainwright. We left at 7 a.m. the next morning 
and drove along the David Thompson Highway to Nordegg in order to see from 
the other side of the river where we had marched. We eventually reached Camp 
Wainwright at 6 p.m. on Monday 23rd May. 

Everyone agreed at the end that it had been a highly successful trek and all 
wanted to do it again. Apart from the exercise of covering fifty-five miles as the 
crow flies and eighty-five miles by foot on the trek itself (excluding the twenty miles 
covered on the Sunday) it showed those who never had done anything like it before 
how to move and live in unknown country. It also allowed us to see some more of 
Canada as the majority of the party had only seen Namao Airfi eld and Camp 
Wainwright since arriving in Canada. Apart from a collection of blisters and 
Lance-Corporal Kane's hand there had been no casualties and everyone was 
extremely fit. I only wished that the whole company could have spent at least a 
fortnight here training over the most wonderful country which is ideal for move
ment and patrolling. In conclusion I would like to stress how grateful we all were 
to the Rangers at Nordegg and particularly to George Pohlmann and Gerry Lyster 
at our destination. Captain McBain and I were so impressed by the Rockies that 
we returned to the Wardens hut for two of our recreational days from Calgary. Of 
all the places that I visited in Canada the Rockies were by far the most enjoyable 
and impressive and I long to go back there again for a holiday with my family. 

The following made up the Party. Major Stisted, Captain McBain (D), Sergeant 
Lowson, Corporal McCabe, Lance-Corporal Kane, Privates McClurg, Keoghan, 
Stewart, Liddell, Ross, Wyse, Rowan , Cassidy, Cooper, Ross, Stott, Lehman, 
Lowe, Boyd, Robertson (H.Q.); Captain Frank (R.A.M.C.), Sergeant Coupe and 
Signalman Barwise (both Royal Signals). 

SECOND TREK 
BY LIEUTENANT G. S. GRANT 

When we were asked to provide one Officer and twenty men to go on a Trek up 
the North Saskatchewan river, a lot more than twenty names were forthcoming and 
it proved quite a problem deciding who would go. Eventually it sorted itself out ami 
the following personnel were selected: 

C.S.M. Barton, Sergeant Young, Corporal Dempsey, Corporal McGrath, Lance
Corporals Dyer, Hindle, McLeod, Mitchell, Privates Murray, Gauson, Graham, 
Kinnear, Gibson, Phillips, Keanie, Burlison, McLelland, Brown 17, Gallacher, 
Watters. 

We took sleeping bags, groundsheets, ponchos, denim trousers, heavywool 
sweaters with us and left our combat suits and lightweight blankets behind. Each 
man was issued with a Bergen rucksack and rations for three days. We left 
Wainright at 0600 hours on Saturday, 28th May in two 2! ton "Deuces", and 
arrived at the Nordegg Ranger Station at 1800 hours that evening to find the 
Camp Site completely waterlogged. However we found a fairly reasonable site just 
across the river and camped there for the night and found Billycans filled with 
water in preparation for an early start, were covered with about -}" of ice. I began 
to wonder whether it was a wise decision to leave our combat suits behind or not. 
but fortunately it never got as cold as that again. We set reveille for 0600 hours and 
eventually moved off at 0800 hours. Our plan was to follow the North Saskatchewan 
River. On the map this involved a distance of about sixty miles, which in fact. 
taking into consideration the various detours we had to make to avoid large hills 
and marshy areas turned out to be nearer seventy miles. The temperature that 
morning had risen somewhat, and we wore denim trousers and shirts, which was 
to be the dress we used for the rest of the Trek. 
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The going proved very difficult, trying to follow tiny tracks that kept disappearing 
through very thick forested country, and to begin with a lot of people found their 
packs uncomfortable. However we soon got used to them and things were not too 
bad. Progress was very slow all day, climbing up and down steep ridges cut in the 
slope, fighting our way through the forests and occasionally having to walk across 
very cold marshy areas near the river. Most of the day was spent well above the 
river and I found map reading almost impossible. It was with great relief that I 
spied a label with the rank No. and name of a "B" Company soldier- at least we 
were going in the right direction even if I didn't know exactly where we were. 
We eventually stopped at 1800 hours and camped by a small stream running down 
into the river. Everyone was so exhausted by this time that by 1930 hours they 
were all fast asleep. At about 2300 hours it began to rain and it continued right 
through the night and following day until about 1700 hours when it eventually 
stopped. For most of the second day we had to cut in and avoid very steep slopes. 
Again we didn't really know where we were and found that we were continually 
overestimating the distance we bad covered. By 1800 hours however, having worked 
it out with the aid of a map, compass, protractor, and binoculars, we were fairly 
certain that we were opposite Windy Point. Here we camped for the night, only 
too delighted to get out of the sodden clothes we had been wearing all day. 

On Tuesday after a brief reconnaissance, I decided rather than make a strange 
detour inland to avoid a series of really sizeable hills, to follow the river as closely 
as possible. This meant scrambling astride very steep slopes consisting of large 
loose pebbles and boulders, for at least three miles. 

Progress was painfully slow and frequently people slipped, started miniature 
landslides and went into the rivers up to their knees. However l made sure nobody 
moved either below or above anyone else and we finally reached the end safely but 
exhausted and with extremely sore feet. The going became a little easier then, but 
we had to climb to quite a height in order to make contact with our signals vehicle 
which we did at about 1200 metres on the track opposite the point where the river 
Cline joins the Saskatchewan. After lunch and collecting a further two days rations 
we started out again. By this time Private Phillips was having trouble with a 
suspected fractured toe, and in case it became worse, I instructed Corporal 
Millward to give us three hours, and then proceed to the picnic site by the Siffieur 
river. In the end Phillips had to drop out. We reached the picnic site at about 
1730 hours and camped there for the night. We left early the following morning, 
Phillips with the Signals vehicle behind, determined to reach the Range Cabin that 
night on the Banff-Jasper Highway. The going from here was very straightforward 
just following the main track but it proved very boring and very sore on the feet. 
At about 1200 hours we arrived at a logger camp, had lunch and left at 1530 hours 
on the last leg. Again we followed logger trails for some distance before eventually 
going down to the river. We followed the river as closely as possible and at 
1845 hours I saw the bridge. The reaction amongst the group was most exhilarating, 
and those with blistered feet forgot all about them, weary legs suddenly found a 
new lease of life and spirits rose considerably. At 1915 hours we reached the 
Ranger Station, only to find that the camp site was occupied by eight or so 
Government horses, who unfortunately took preference over us for the use of 
the camp site. We were told we could camp just outside the site, but next day 
would have to march about eleven miles down the highway to the nearest alternative 
campsite at Upper Waterfowl lake. I fixed no time for reveille but instructed 
everyone to be ready to move at 1300 hours, giving everyone the chance of a long 
lie before attempting to march up the highway. As we had to all intents and 
purposes completed the planned trek, I decided to relieve the men of their rucksacks 
f,)r the first time, and sent them on in the Signals Vehicle to the campsite. The 
M:lrth up the road in temperature well over ninety degrees proved extremely 
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wearing and the hard tarmacadam road, very sore on the feet. However we made 
good progress and arrived at the campsite at 1600 hours. With fresh running water 
and an inexhaustible supply of cut logs for our cooki ng fires, we settled in very 
comfortably. Our plan was to try and get into British Columbia the following 
day but it rained hard all night and the following day, so I abandoned the plan 
and we spent the day trying to keep dry. Our vehicles were due to arrive at 
1800 hours that evening, but in fact didn't arrive until 0800 hours the following 
morning. We were very relieved to see them as the prospect of a further day in 
the campsite wasn't very welcome. At 0830 hours on Saturday morning we 
embussed and set off for Wainwright. The trek itself proved very worthwhile and was 
greatly enjoyed by all. The going was never very easy and the last two hours or 
so every day were always very wearisome and tedious and morale tended to drop 
considerably, especially on the days when it rained. H owever, once we had stopped 
and brewed up, things improved considerably. We had split ourselves up into small 
groups of three and four for the purpose of cooking and setting up shelters. and 
every evening when I visited each group in turn to have a look at their feet and 
find out how they were getting on, a general atmosphere of achievement and 
determination to push on as far as possible the following day prevailed, which 
was most gratifying. In this respect we were helped considerably by the knowledge 
that the party from "B" Company had taken five days to complete the trek and a 
strong determination prevailed amongst everyone to complete the trek faster than 
they had done, which of course we did by a full twenty-four hours. I should like to 
take this opoortunity to thank Corporal Millward and Signalman White for the 
quiet and efficient way in which they worked. Every time we met up with them, 
they had their antenna set up in preparation for reporting back to camp, and a large 
billycan of tea brewed up, which helped a lot to boost our morale. Everyone found 
the trek a most exciting and satisfying experience, and when we returned to 
Wainright, a tremendous sense of achievement was prevalent in the whole party. 

FIRST ICE CLIMB 
BY CAPTAIN A. E. F. COWAN 

The aim of this expedition was to climb Mount Columbia. This mountain is 
one of the most inaccessible in North America. It ri es on the further side of 
the Columbia ice fields which are themselves at a height of over 9,000 feet. 
To reach its base you must first ascend the Athabasca Glacier. It passes over three 
ice falls for a length of five miles before reaching the Sunwapta pass at just over 
6,000 feet. From the head of this glacier the route lies over seven miles of snow 
covered ice, with its attendant crevasses, to the foot of Mount Columbia. 

The plan was to climb the Athabasca glacier to the head of the third ice fall and 
establish a camp. From there we would trek across the ice fields to the foot of 
Mount Columbia and establish another camp on the next day. A day would then 
be required to climb the mountain and a further day would be required for the 
return journey. 

Our climbing began with a day's instruction on crevasse rescue drills from Max 
Winkler, the local Park Warden, who was extremely helpful and kind to us. That 
night we established a base camp on the edge of the glacier in a gully. Our snow 
caves were very comfortable. Next morning we decided to carry out a reconnaissance 
of the glacier. Ten men carrying twenty men's rations for three days set off. We 
planned to dump these rations at the head of the glacier to lighten the load for 
the following day. The party, roped together and with their protective clothing on, 
et off at nine o'clock. The first two miles to the first ice fall was easy but the snow 

had already begun to melt. The leader found himself going deeper and deeper. 
This became exhausting and so we put our snow shoes on. The snow shoes 
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increased our speed but people found it difficult to control them. When they 
became tired they ceaselessly tripped over. 

The danger of crevasses remained in our minds. Between the first and second ice 
falls the leading man put a leg into one. I t was because of these crevasses that we had 
decided to take a route near the massive ice cliffs which overhang the glacier valley. 
Periodically a part \·1ill break away causing an avalanche which hurls itself down 
onto the area where we now were. The adva ntage of this route is that the crevasses 
have all been filled in. The route we took was strewn with massive ice boulders 
the size of houses. Having reached a mid point in this danger area the party'~ 
anxious eyes saw to their horro r the ice cliffs di sappear behind a fall of snow and 
ice. This avalanche fell with the noise of thunder o nto a ridge above us, and 
stopped some 600 yards away. 

The last ice fall is nearly a thousand feet in height. Some members of the party 
were by now tiring. Progress was slow--every time someone tripped over, the 
remainder on the rope had to stop. We reached the top after an hour and a half. 
The rations were deposited on the ground and the party rested. The jo urney back 
was easy. 

This first day proved one thing. People hadn't realised what this climb would 
cost in terms of physical energy and mental stamina. There had been no preparation 
for this type of climb. That was not possible. The experience of the party was 
limited to one officer who had cl imbed to some 8,000 feet higher than this before 
and Sergeant-Major Simpson who had the experience of winter warfare training at 
Fort Churchill in 1963. The majority of the party were not prepared to do a return 
journey the following day. They didn't think they had it in them. By comparison 
this was an easier climb than the infernal slog at a higher a ltitude which the 
Mount Kenya expedition had carried out when carryi ng their stores from 10,000 
feet to 15,700 feet in 1962. It should give us food for thought. We are not as good 
as we think we a re and something sho uld be done to improve the average m an's 
physical and mental sta mina. 

The following day the sa me two leaders and Lance-Corpo ral McCardle set forth 
with a new party. Lance-Corporal McCardle is an exception to the last paragraph. 
Our plan was to establish a camp at the head of the last ice fall. The next day a 
selected party of five or six men were to set forth across the ice fields to the foot 
~f Mount Columbia . The final climb was to take place the following day and one 
more day would be spent in returning to the Sunwapta. Time and weather were 
the governing factors. We had four days left before our return to Wainwright. The 
weather had to be kind if the plan was to be carried out. 
progressively worse. In driving sleet we reached our ration dump on top of the last 

This second journey was the same as the first except that the weather became 
1ce fall. For a qua rter of an hour we dug our snow trenches but it was no use. 
Everyone was soaked to the kin. Exposure would have caught most people had 
we stayed the night and so with heavy hearts we turned bad .. The attempt on 
Mount Columbia had to be abandoned. The journey back was tiring but this 
attempt had had its moments. 

T he avalanches and crevasses were fearful. The ice falls were tiring but 
exhilaration had come. Finding the ration dump in what was almost a complete 
white-out seemed an achievement if noth ing else. 

After a day's rest in the comparative luxury of the Sunwapta base camp we 
climbed Tangle Ridge 9,800 feet and got a good way up Mount igel I. Tangle 
Ridge provided one of the most beautiful views we ever saw, looking round at the 
great peaks, the mighty ice fa lls and the deep va lleys. The sharp ridges of Mount 
Nigel 1 were fine examp les of monntain architecture which will remain in the 
memory. 
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SECOND ICE CLIMB 
BY LIEUTENANT D. M. AIRD, ROYAL SIGNALS 

We arrived at the Columbia Ice fields at 7.30 p.m. on 28th May and immediately 
set up camp in the Columbia Ice fields camp ground where our facil ities totalled 
two open huts with stoves and a number of raised wooden platforms wh ich were 
used to accommodate the party of twenty. 

The following morning we spent learning roping-up techniques and practising the 
knots and drills used in ice climbing. Everyone had plenty of practice and were 
full of confidence on the ground training which took place in the afternoon. We 
clim bed a bout 1,000 feet to a convenient gu lly and spent three hours abseiling and 
practising crevasse rescue. 

At 6 o'clock on the morning of the 30th the complete party left camp to climb 
Tangle Ridge. The early start was to enable us to cross the snows of Wilcox Pass 
without using snow shoes. We reached the first crest at 8 o'clock and began our 
descent into the Pass. At first the snow was firm and we made good time. We 
noticed mountain lion and bear tracks in the Pass. 

Unfortunately by 9 o'clock the weather had closed down and Tangle Ridge was 
shrouded in mist and cloud so the idea of a climb was shel ved; instead we walked 
through snow for about six miles practising using our snowshoes on what was by 
this time soft snow. 

The trek ended with a five mile road march back to base. 
The 31st May was a free day and some of us went to the town of J asper and did 

some riding in the mountains while the rest relaxed back in camp. 
The next day we were split up in to those who volunteered to climb Snow Dome 

( 11 ,340 feet) and those who were going to stay at the foot of the glacier. In the 
afternoon the five of us who were in the climbing p.arty did ground training in knots 
and crevasse drills whi le the remainder visited the ice cave at the foot of the 
Athabasca glacier. 

At 7.30 p.m. the climbers left camp and after an approach march arrived at the 
foot of the first ice wall of the glacier and made camp for the night. 

We rose at 3 o'clock and afte r a breakfast of a box of rai sins and some chocolate 
started climbing. The weather was perfect and the snow conditions ideal. 

We completed the climb to the head wall of the glacier in about two hours, but 
not without incident. The ground covered was laced with crevasses of various 
depths and widths and we all had good reason to be grateful for the train ing 
because everyone fell into a crevasse. 

The march from the head wall to Snow Dome, a distance of about five miles, 
was a tremendous experience. At the height of 10,000 feet, the Rockies stretched 
before us as far as the eye could see, all bathed in glorious sunshine. Mount 
Columbia, the highest mountain in Alberta could be seen some thirteen mi les away 
across the ice fields. 

We reached the foot of Snow Dome at about 8.30 a.m. and by that time the 
sun and glare were causing us considerable discomfort. Although we had plastered 
our faces and hands with cream the sun still burned. Not least of our troubles was 
the lack of oxygen. being unacclimatised we suffered from headaches and lack 
of wind. 

We started the ascent after a quarter of an hour's rest. 
Although the climb was not tech nically difficult it took us some two hours, 

owing to the fact that we had to stop and rest every fifteen minutes. It was a most 
exhausting cli mb and a trying one. Snow Dome was an apt name as the su mmit 
never seemed to appear, there was a perpetual false summit which seemed 
imJX>ssible to reach. 

Eventually we made it at about 10.30 a.m. and by that time were too exhausted 
to do anything but flop down in the snow. 
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The descent took about five hours, and by that time the snow was soft which 
meant we had to use snow shoes. On the glacier itself there was a constant danger 
of avalanches and the trip down was punctuated by stops to watch the tons of 
snow which poured from the mountains about 300 yards away. 

We reached camp at 3 o'clock in the afternoon and all went to bed. 
The following day was a late rise for the climbers and we spent most of it handing 

in and checking kit. 
We made our final trip on to the glacier to retrieve a poncho and rations which 

had been left by the climbing party. This proved to be the most photogenic group 
as the tourists were out in force "clicking" at the intrepid travellers on the ice. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
The various mess functions which took place during Exercise Magic Carpe::t, the 

visit to Tidworth of the 1st Danish Life Regiment have been covered elsewhere in 
this edition. 

In April we had a welcome visit from the Brigade Colonel. There was also the 
dining-in of Alan Stewart, Peter Macintyre and Robin Whittington and Chris 
Mitchinson. 

Sadly, in April we dined-out Geoffrey Eve. He wa presented with a silver salver 
as a token of our thanks for all he did whilst he was with us. We wish him and 
Phyl the very best of luck in the future. 

In early May we had Major-General "Monkey'' Blacker to a farewell lunch 
before he departed for Whitehall and we departed for six weeks in Canada. The 
period in Canada is covered very fully in other parts of THE THISTLE but we 
should like to record how pleased we were to have a visit from nine officers of 
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment and one of the Canadian Scottish. More from 
the latter were prevented from coming by business commitments. Notwithstanding, 
Jim Caldwell did wonderfully to make up for lack of members! The Mess now 
has two beautiful cigarette boxes to mark the occasion of our visit to Canada. 
Silver quaichs were presented by the Commanding Officer to each of the Officers' 
Messes of our allied regiments. 

Needless to say our Visitors' Book over the Canadian visit makes fascinating 
reading. The names include Lieutenant-Colonel "Gordie" Donaldson, the C.O. 
Camp Wainwright who some may remember from Korea days; General Darling and 
Brigadier George Butler who paid us a flying visit; and Dick Mothersill's mother 
and sister whom we were especially pleased to see. Unluckily, Dick didn 't join us 
until the end of June so he missed the Canada tri p. 

We must also record our overwhelming victory in the Officers v. W.Os. and 
Sergeants Shooting Match held a t Camp Wainwright. We await the next challenge 
and meanwhile retain the "Special" pistol presented to us. 

On the 29th June we were very happy to have Rambahadur Limbu, V.C., 
accompanied by a small party of lOth Gurkhas, to lunch. John Edwardes excelled 
himself that day as an interpreter. 

The Farewell Retreat and Cocktail Party on the 8th July was attended by 
many of the " Old and Bold" and the weather this year was kind. 

On the lOth July we had a visit from the London Section of the Royal Scots 
Association. The Mess had a small part to play in the programme for the day. 
From the impression we gained at the end of the day it was a very successful port. 
We certainly enjoyed it immensely. 

Our welcome to : 
Peter Farmer-Wright as Paymaster; 
David Aird as Assistant Signals Officer. 

Our best wishes to : 
David Meehan on going to Scottish Command; 
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Christopher Delacombe on going to the Depot; 
Stephen Frank on taking up a specialist appointment; 
John Dalyrymple on going to H.Q. R.A.C., Tidworth. 

Our congratulations to: 
David Meehan on his engagement; 
David Aird on his engagement; 
Mike Ashmore on his marriage. 
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We have arrived in Osnabruck but there is a great deal to be done to the Mess 
before we can say we have selt!ed in. First impressions are good and we look 
forward to an enjoyable tour. 

WARRANT OFFICERS' AND SERGEANTS' MESS 
Since the last Sergeants' Mess notes a very varied programme has been carried out. Mention 

must be made, hoVvever, of our visit to Canada where a lot of friends were made. During the 
vis1ts to Camp WainVvright by the Royal Ne" found land Regiment and the Canadian Scottish 
we had two very enjoyable evenings in the Mess when the members of our affiliated Messes 
Vvere our guests. We enjoyed their company and hope to renew this pleasure in the future. 
Three days before we started to lea\e for home we held a fare\\ell social night and dance 
which was very successful and just before the start of the e\ening one could see the R.S.M. 
and two of the C.S.Ms. who shall remain anonymous, frantically making a concoction which 
was called punch. Th:! ingredients must remam a secret, but at the end of our tour in 
Canada it "as found it served its purposes very v.ell indeed! and we had gathered seven new 
trophies for the Mess not to mention a Canadian flag which had flown outside the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police Station at Wain.,.right until a certain Staff Sergeant from "C" Ccm
pany tried to add this to his own collection of trophies. The local detachment of R.C.M .P. 
decided that it would look better framed, and presented it to the Mess. We would like to take 
this opportunity of thanking all the friends we made in Canada for all their help they gave 
us in making this a most memorable tour in their wonderful country. 

On arrival back in TidVv orth it was all hustle and bustle preparing to go on leave and 
getting ready to move to Germany. We did manage to squee/e in a farewell dance which was 
held on the night that the Advance Party went on leave. During this function we had the 
pleasure of hearing the announcement of the engagement of Margaret, daughter of Colour
Sergeant and Mrs. Cruickshank and Sergeant John Louden, and take this opportunity of 
wishing them the very best for the future. 

Smce our arrival in Osnabrock we have managed to restart our Saturday social evenings. 
and ha\e introduced Sunday lunch which "ives appreciate. It is hoped that during our tour 
here we shall be able to renew our acquaintances with members of the Danish Life Regi
ment and the Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry (who are shortly due in Germany). 
We would like to take this opportunity of offering our congratulations and also to say farewell 
to W.O.!! Dick McKeen, Staff Sergeant Pat Boyd (R.E.M.E.), Sergeant John Louden and 
Sergeant Watson and "'ish them the very best in their new postings. We would also like to 
welcome to the Mess all the members of the L.A.D. who have joined us since our arrival in 
Osnabrock. 

CORPORALS' MESS 
Since the last edition of THE THISllH the Mess has visited Canada where we had six weeks 

at Camp Wainwri~ht, Alb-rta. Althou<!h we did not have our own Mess l can safely say all 
the Corporals had an excellent time. By the time we got back to Tidworth the Battalion was 
ready for block leave prior to departure for Osnabrock. A large number of the N.C.Os. 
came 0\er on the driver training party to do A.P.C. training, and they are now all qualified 
drivers of these vehicles. The corporals of the 1st Battalion Queen's Own Highlanders kindly 
invited us to their Mess and I am glad to say we had some very pleasant evenings with them. 
It is rumoured that the W.Os. and Sergeants are a bit jealous a t the size of the Mess as 
theirs is rather small . As the Mess is larger than the one in Tidworth, we are hoping that we 
will have many more functions. By the time this goes to Press we shall have had our opening 
dance which is being held on Saturday, 17th September, and hope it will be a great success. 
We are hoping to have our own Children's Christmas party this year, if the Commanding 
Officer agrees. 

Corporal Danny Galloway is now our new Mess caterer and is settling in well. We also 
have two new barmen. namely Private Hutchison of "C" Company and Private Stewart of 
'"A" Company and we hope that they both like the job. 

We are in the Garrison Darts league but got off to a bad start by losing the first two 
games; however, all our big guns have still to play. We hope to have some silverware in the 
'\lless at the end of the season when we win all the cups. 



48 THE THISTLE 

8th/9th BATTALION THE ROYAL SCOTS (T.A.) 
OFFICERS' MESS 

The Officers' Mess was rather depleted at Annual Camp this year as so many 
officers were doing their training overseas and on courses and attachments. The 
lack of members did not lessen the spirit or enjoyment, as there were some 
excellent social events. Major James Sherriff, our P.M.C., had been selected to act 
as Aide-de-camp to the Queen's Lord High Commissioner, Lord Birsay. This is 
thought to have been the first time this honour has fallen to a Territorial Army 
Officer. Prior to camp the Commanding Officer nominated Captain David Hutcheson 
as President for the duration of camp. This proved a very wise choice as David 
t>xcelled himself in the post. On the first Monday of camp the whole of the Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess were welcomed to dinner in the Officers' Mess. 
Seventy-four were at table on this memorable evening. Our Dinner Night on the 
Friday was again a great success. Brigade Headquarters was weJJ represented 
with Major Ronnie Urquhart, Captain John Smith and one Bill Watt who returned 
to the active list on Brigade Staff just this year. As guests we were very pleased 
to welcome our Brigade Commander, Brigadier Frank Coutts, and his Brigade 
Major, Ian Cameron. The Mess wa lucky in having so many old and bold who 
travelled long distances to be with us. Being almost equi distant it was an occasion 
for our sout hern exiles, Peter Elder and David Coutts, to join us. The mid-weekend 
being free, the Saturday was spent by quite a few members boating on the Norfolk 
Broads. 

Although our future as a Mess is not very long we have planned an officer~· 
weekend Exercise, a St. Andrew's Dinner, Christmas Cocktail Party and probably 
the last Ball as the 8th 19th Officers' Mess. The spirit of the Mess will be kept 
on, however, as the Battalion Headquarters of the new Territorial Battalion is to be 
in East Claremont Street and the intention is to keep the me ses as they are a!> 
a c;,mmunal meeting place for all officers of units based on the centre. 

(Photo StudiO Five, Thetford) 

Combined Officers' and Sergeants' Messes of the 8th/9th Battalion taken at East Wretham 
Camp, Stamford P.T.A., June 1966. 
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THE SOMME 1966 

As part of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the First Battle of the Somme detachments 
from each Regiment and Corps that had taken part in the battle joined together in a 
Ceremony at the Memorial at Thiepval on ~riday, I st July, 1966. . 

Representing The Royal Scots were MaJor I. A. Maclachlan. W.O.II Tiernan 
and S/ Sergeant Greig. . . 

The detachments were billeted in Albert. A town flattened by shellhre 1n both 
World Wars famous for the Madonna on its Cathedral , which, though t ilted 
at near right-angles by German shell tire, did not fall, thereby giving rise to the 
belief that Providence was on the side of the Allies. 

The main Ceremony held at the Memorial at Thiepval was a combined British, 
French and Canadian parade followed by laying of wreaths. 

The official wreath was laid on behalf of the Queen by Field-Marshal Viscount 
Alexander of Tunis. S/Sergeant Greig had the honour of being selected to act 
as wreath bearer to the Field-Marsha l. 

A wreath was laid on behalf of the Lowland Regiments by Lieutenant-Colonel 
G. C. L. R. Pender, who had jo ined the detachments from his battalion, I R .H .f- .. 
in Germany, 

At Thiepval the cemetery is fo r all those allied dead who have no known graves. 
There are nine columns, stretching thirty feet high into the sky, of Royal Scot 
names in Thiepval alone. The graves and cemeteries are kept in beautiful 
condition by the War Graves Commission with flowers on each grave. 

Nowadays, with only one regular battalion in the Regiment. it is difficult, if 
not impossible, to comprehend the terrible sla ughter that took place it is worth 
remembering, therefore, that no fewer than nine battalions (2nd, 8th, 9th, II th, 
12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th) took part in the Battle of the Somme. 

In addition to the main parade the Regimental party joined the R oyal Newfound
land Regiment in their ceremony at Beaumont Hamel on Thursday, 30th June. 
The Newfoundland veterans, as they had done five years before at the Dedication 
Ceremony, paraded on the battlefield , which is preserved in every detail. They 
number fewer on each occasion but they remember with amazing clarity that day 
in 1916 when the entire battalion, advancing on a front of no more than 400 yards, 
was mown down by the German fire, and how in one day the flower of 
Newfoundland manhood was decimated. 

Major-General Maitland-Makgiii-Crichton and the Highland Regimental part) 
invited the Royal Scot representatives to join in a combined ceremony at the 
Black Watch Memorial at Beaumont Hamel on the morning of Friday, 1st July. 
This took the form of a short service and wreath laying. It was a very appropriate 
gesture of Scottish sob.:Jarity, as the 9th R oyal Scots had fought with the 51st 
Highland Division during the Somme Battle. 

The remainder of the time on the Somme was spent by the Regimental party in 
visiting the battlefields and the Museum in Albert which contains a comprehensive 
record of the battle in pictures and exhibits. Albert gives the impression of a town 
dedicated to the past and certainly they showed a tremendous sense of ente/lle 
cordiale throughout these moving ceremonies marking the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the Somme. 

EXERCISE .. SAND GROUSE IT' 
During the period from the 8th to the 22nd of May this year a composite 

company from the Lowland Division was sent out to Malta to undertake I.S. 
training. In th is company the Royal Scots were represented by a party consisting 
of two officers and eleven O.R 's. Lieutenan ts Douglas and Cook, Corporals White, 
Pax ton, Boyle ~nd Skea, P rivates Entwistle. Duff. Binn ing, Cooper, Vanbecl-.. 
Henry and Martm. 
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We were flown out from Lyneham by a Britannia of R.A.F. Transport Command 
and from the moment we took ofT everything ran smoothly. During our stay in 
Malta we did a lot of I.S. training coupled with basic section and platoon tactics. 
The great problem here was that approximately two-thirds of the company were 
from either Corps or other non-infantry units; however, this was overcome very 
well indeed as everyone showed a tremendous spirit and a willingness to learn 
new things. 

During our second week we were delighted to have a visit from the G .O .C . 
52 Division. Major-General F. J. C. Bowes-Lyon, O.B.E., M.C., and we were 
also very pleased indeed to meet Major-General J. D. Frost, C.B., D.S.O., M .C., 
once again, who, of course, is now G.O.C. Malta and Libya. 

When the time came to leave, everyone was extremely sorry that it had all come 
to an end so quickly, because although we were all worked extremely hard, I am 
sure that, like myself, they would all be delighted to return as soon as we get 
another opportunity. 

WARRANT OH ICERS' AND SERGEANTS' MESS 

The period covered by these notes has a certain touch of sadness. due to the fact that 
we now have held our last Annual Camp as a Mess. Despite this. however. it was a highly 
successful Camp, held this year a t Stanford P.T.A., Norfolk. 

The weather. as always. plays a major part and we were very lucky in that. apart from 
a few days. ""Shirt Sleeve Order·· was the dress for most days. After an overnight journey 
by train to Brandon we settled in to a very spacious and comfortable mess and started our 
social activities immediately. We invited the Commandmg Officer and Officers to a Social 
Evening in the mess on the Sunday night and a splendid mght was had by all. Monday 
evening was a rather special occasion, in that the Commanding Officer and Officers invill!d 
members of the mess to a Dinner in the Officers' Mess. this being. to the best of our 
knowledge the first occasion that this has taken place. This was a most memorable evening 
and one which will long be remembered by the Warrant Officers and Sergeants. 

After three rather hectic evenings it was a blessing for many to have T uesdav free ""to 
recover". On Wednesday. 15th Ju ne another "first timer". in that all Warrant Officers' and 
Sergeants' Messes in 155 Brigade held a combined Social Evening at Brigade H.Q. Mess 
following the Brigade Retreat. 

This was a huge success and get together and much credit must be given to W.O.Il W. 
Ritchie and his members from Bngade H.Q. Mess for their hard work and endeavour in 
making this such a successful evening. 

Our social activities were rounded ofT by holding a mess dinner in an Hotel in Bury 
St. Edmund's on the last Thursday of Camp. After a very nice evening, festivities were carried 
on in the mess on return to camp. A few members enjoyed the evening so much that they 
"assisted" the Pipes and Drums in playing Reville on Friday morning by supplying at least 
three "New Drum Majors" to show the Band around camp! 

"Yes indeed" a very enjoyable Camp. 
The R.S.M .. P.S.I.'s and a few mess members were fortunate to spend the weekend with 

the 1st Batalion at Tidworth. 
It was nice seeing R.S.M. Deeley and a few members of the I st Battalion mess. We thank 

them all for their hospitality and wish them a happy time in B.A.O.R. 
Coming\ and goings this term include the loss of W.O.Il Thomson and Sergeant Neilson, 

we wish them every success and extend a welcome to visit us any time. W.O.II l.eggat has 
now joined the I st Battalion and we are certain that '"Big Jim" will have enlightened the 
1st Battalion golfers on how he won the 52 Lowland Divisional Golf Individual at Muirfield 
and but for posting would have given Nicklaus ·'a run" in the Open. 

Finally W.O. II McKeen has now taken over West Lothian Company. We extend a welcome 
to him and his family and hope they enjoy their stay with us. 

EDINBURGH AND LEITH COMPANY 

Even m the throes of re-organisation "'e have had a lot of interesting training, including 
G.P.\It.G. and Mo-Bat. 

We congratulate Sergeants McGrath. Sm1les and W.O.II Smith on the results of the 
.-ourses they attended at Hythe and ctheravon. 

An excellent Company dance "as held on Frida}. 8th April and the Committee worked 
hard to ensure its success. 1 he story that the Buffet was the first good meal for days, for 
>Orne of the Company. is not true. 

Camp was a success although as usual the Company was well split up. The weather helped 
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8th/9th ROYAL SCOTS PASSING OUT PARADE OF RECRUITS, THETFORD 1966 

a great deal as it was fine for most of the time. T he Bands gave some outstanding Retreats 
in the area during the camp period. 

OJrporal Ash had a fine win at the T. & A.F.A. R ifle Meeting. ~in ning the Individual 
Rifle Champ:onship. 

Sergeant Hunter 73 has now joined the ranks of the Married Men. Congratulations. 
Priv'lte Campbell A.C.C. is now a proud father, another cook in the making? 

By the next issue of T HE THISTLE we shall be in a slightly differen t ro le. so we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all members of the Company, past and present, for their 
support and enthusiasm in the past and wish them the best of luck in the future. 

M IDLOTHIAN COMPANY 
T he Company won the Wardrop Shield th:s year at Annual Camp. Our team was Lieutenant 

Titterington. Sergeant Hutton, Corporal Brown. Lance-Corporal O'Hara and Privates 
Naysmith, Mackay, Pearson. Smith. Tait and Dixon. This js an inter-platoon competition 
run annually and is normally awarded for the best entrant in a fieldcraft and patrolling 
contest. 

One of our soldiers. P rivate Innes. of the Dalkeith Platoon. was unfortunately wounded 
during the Brigade Exercise at camp and spent some weeks in hospital as a result. He is 
now happily recovered and has restarted train:ng. of all things. as a member of the battalion 
First Aid Team. 

The others in the team. as usual an almost exclusively Midlothian Company affair, are 
Corporals Scott and Fletcher and Privates Dixon and MacKay. 

Another team from the Company. this time a Mortar detachment. has been putting in 
some intensive practice for the Divis:onal Mortar Competition at Garelochhead at the end 
of September. 

While thev were training one Saturday afternoon some weeks ago an event look place. 
which is viewed with concern by sorne and w'th certainly no re"rets by oth'!rs- the ante
diluvian wooden huts at the back of Dalkeith Drill Hall were set abl:lze by small boys. They 
were no great loss and if the fire had not destroyed them the woodworm certainly would 
have in the next few months. 

H owever, our heroes of the Mortar Detachment set about the blaze with fire buckets and 
extinguishers until the fire brigade arrived. 

It was perhaos as well that the Drill Hall was flavoured by the smell of moke by the time 
O.C. The Midloth:an Company arrived as he was turning over his manure heap when 
summoned to the outbreak. 

Jn addition to Sergeant Marshall. Cornorals Brown and F letcher. Lance-Corporal Lambert. 
md Privates Scott and Telford. the firefighters included C.S.M. Braby of the Edinburgh and 
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Letth Company "'ho happened to be pa~>ing in hi\ car at the time and had his rather natt, 
Saturday afternoon suit somewhat speckled by fire extingutsher foam. 

We are all looking forward to a combined Peebles and Midlothian Company D inner D ance 
Y.hich it is proposed to hold at The Black Barony Hotel at Eddle~ton during November 

PEEBLESSHIRE CO~PANY 
Since camp there is little to report from Peeblesshire Company. but we should like to 

record our sincere indebtedness to the Military Band \\ho left camp at fir,t light on 25th 
June. travelled by train to Edinburgh. thence by bus to Peebles. to beat Retreat on Peeble\ 
High Street at 1830 hours at the conclusiOn of the Beltane Festival celebrations. 

Once again we have won the Colonel Kerr Trophy for the .22 shooting, which trophy 
was presented at camp to Boy Attchison. a member of our team. 

The following personnel have left the Company to join the Lowland Brigade : Privates 
Muir and Bissett. Colour-Sergeant Gillespie has retired after 13 years owing to pressure of 
business as has Sergeant Weir. Private Myatt has now also left. having moved to London. 

Corpo ral Sykes and Lance-Corporal McCafferty returned from Nordiv Venture II, after 
having had a marvellous fortnight's training. 

The Pipes and Drums and the Mil ita ry Band of the 1st Battalion played a short programme 
of music on Tweed Green, Peebles, in August. 

In conclusiOn. congratul ations to Sergeant A. <Chick) Smith on qualifying for his T .A. 
Efficiency Medal. 

EAST LOTH IAN COMPANY 
Dunng the yea r quite a number of men have been abroad for trammg. Some of them 

were. of course. veterans, but to others this was quite a new experience. In April a party 
o f nine which included Corpora ls White. Paxton and Boyle, went to Malta on exercise 
Sand Grouse. They enjoyed both the training a nd the social life and all returned looking 
very bronzed and fit. Those who went to Norway in July found the climate somewhat wo rse 
than our own, but felt the training well worth while. With the winter programme now in full 
swing we a re anxiously waiting to know who has been accepted for A.V.R. II. 

We bid a sad farewell to Cot poral Black. Privates White. Allan. Johnstone. Cameron and 
Little. who have been with the Company ~ince the days of the 8th BallaliCln. 

RECRUITS TRAINING AT ANNUAL CAMP 
Captain Salvesen. Lieutenant Henry and Sergeants Bryce. Anderton a nd C... Hun ter tratned 

a very keen recruits' squad during Annual Camp. As usual the recruits had a fairly tough 
introduction to Army life in the first few days but they were then thoroughly equipped 
to enjoy the Battalion Exercise in the second week of camp. They passed out very well 
and made an excellent impression on the mspecting officer. Brigadier D. McQueen. D.S.O .. 
O.B.E. 

Private Cook. W.M .. won the Best Recruit award and Pnvate Bennet the Best Shooting ('up. 

BAND NOTES 
Since the last issue the Bands have been busy on various engagements. Our Retreat on 

the Esplanade on the 7th of May was very successful. The music was ably supported by the 
Band President's "off the cuff' comentary to over 2.000 spectators. Whether Brigadier 
Alastair Maclean ha-, ret ired in consequence we would not know. Annual camp was packed 
with engagements when Ret reat was beaten at N orwich. Clacton. Lowestoft and Bury St. 
Edmund's. On 20th June the Bands played in a combined concert at Hock wold cum Wilton. 
which was really at the ba~k of bevond. After the official programme the locals entertained 
the bands. which led to the v1llage having the biggest night since V.E. day. The last Thursday 
of camp was the busiest as the bands had three engagements lasting from a passing o ut 
parade at I 0 a.m. until Retreat at Bury St. Edmund's on Angel Hill until 8.30 in the 
evening. The midday was spent at a ceremonial opening of the new £250.000 extension to 
the "Bell" hotel at Thetford. Altogether a very busy but enjoyable camp. On our return 
we were met with a most unu.,ual engagement. "I he U.S.S. Ra11dolpiJ was to be in the 
Firth of Forth and could we play for them on Tuesday. 26th Jul y. The Pipes and Drum' 
.:ombmed with 278 F ield Regiment R.A .. 6 1 st Signal Regiment and 52 Stores Com pan} 
R.A.O.C. Altogether a total o f 90 Bandsmen, Pipers and Drummers went aboard in two 
tenders which took over half-an-hour to reach the aircraft carrier. The journey to and from 
\\a'> pretty choppy but the event went very well. After the performance the ship's officers 
and crew entertained the Bands to coffee and cakes m the hangars and to mark the occasion 
each unit was presented with a plaque. 

We look to the future with a certain amount of anxiety as our role in the new Reserves 
ha\ not been made clear yet. The bands as a whole wish to continue to serve but onl> 
111 their present capacity. Whether a place will be found for us remains to be seen. but 
\\e l'ertaln ly hope so. 
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THE LOWLAND BRIGADE DEPOT 
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Recruiting seems to have improved considerably during the past six months, and the 
numbers are exp.:ctcd to increase even more during the winter. Since the last THISTLE, 
five platoons- lnkerman. Neuve Chapelle. Anzio. Assaye and Sevastopol have passed out, 
and there arc four platoons Gallipoli. Burma, Tangier and Corunna- under training. 
One-hundred-and-five recruits have completed the course. Eighteen have been posted to the 
Royal Scots, twenty-two to the Royal Highland Fusiliers. seventeen to the King's Own 
Scottish Bordcrers and forty-eight to the Cameronians. There are also, at present 120 recruits 
in the Company. 

The major change within the Company has been the start of "continuation" or, as it 
is now called. "battle training". The recruit now does sixteen weeks at the Depot. On 
arrival. he receives initial interviews, a medical and his kit. He is then sent on leave 
until sufficient recruits are available to form a full platoon. On return. he does an 
introductory week. eleven weeks basic training and four weeks battle training. The latter 
consists of one week at the Depot. two weeks section and platoon tactics and field firing 
at Barry Buddon. and the last week is devoted to a three-day exercise at Cultybraggen. Two 
platoons have completed this new training. The recruits certainly enjoy it, and it seems 
to have been a complete success. They are now as well qualified to be members of a rifle 
platoon. as anyone in their parent battalions. 

DEPOT NEWS 
On I 5th April. Major-General H. L. E. C. Leask. D.S.O .. O.B.E., paid a farewell visit 

to the Depot. and took the salute at the passing out parade of Inkerman Platoon. The 
new General Officer Commanding 52 Lowland Division/ District is Major-General F. G. C. 
Bowes-Lyon. O.B.E .. M.C. 

On 14th May. the annual Retreat and Cocktail Party was held. Unfortunately. just as 
the bands arrived. so did a thunderstorm and the Retreat was cancelled. Amongst the 
guests were Lieutenant-General Sir George Gordon-Lennox, K.B.E .. C.B.. C.V.O., D.S.O. 
(General Officer Commanding Scottish Command). Major-General D. B. Lang. C.B., D.S.O., 
M.C .. and General Svrendra Bahadur Shaha (Commander in chief Nepalese Armed Forces). 

(Photo: "Scotsman,.) 

lnkerman Platoon (Capt. Patrick Moore, R.S.) March Past Major·General H. L. E. C. 
Leask, D.S.O., O.B.E., General Officer Commanding, 52 Lowland Division/District, 

15th April, 1966 



Name of Datt of I IISpect ing Officer Platootr Commander Platoon Sergeattt 
Squad Pass Out 

Inkerman 15.4 66 Mojor-Gencral H . L. E.C. Lieutenont P. J . C . Sergeant Sheo..,.mith 
Leask. D.S.O . O.B.E. Moore (R.S.) (K.O S.B.l 
(General Officer 
Commanding ! 2 (Lowland 
Division / District) 

Neuve Chapdle 20.5.66 C. R . Knox. Esq., Lieutenant 1 C. Sergeant Rimmer 
(Ma)or of Berwick) Caverhill (R.S.) (K .O .S B.) 

Anzio 1 7.66 Lieutenant-Colonel D. C. R . Lieutenant I. B. Sergeant Haine) (R H. F ) 
Ward (K .O .S.B.) Lo rimer (R .H.F.) 
(Comm•nd:na Officer 
Low1anll Brigade D<pot) 

Assayc 3.9.66 Lieutenant-Colonel J . M. Lieutenant P . R. Sergeant H owden (R. H.r ) 
Philips, rD. Mason (Camcronians) 
(Commanding Officer, The 
Glasgow H ighlanders) 

Sevastopol 24 9 66 Lieutenant-Colonel 0. C R. 
Ward (K.O.S. B.) 
<Comma-ding Officer, The 

Lieutenant J . C. 
CavcrhiJI (R .S.) 

Sergeant Lee (R.S.) 

Lo wland Briaade Depot) 

lk~t Recruit · 

Bc't Shot : 

Bc>t at PT.: 

B.:st Recruit: 

Best Shot 

Best at P.T.: 

Bc.-..t Rl:Cruit 

Bc\t Shot 

Best at P.T . : 

Best Recruit: 

Best \hot 

fk,t at P T 

Bc\t Recruit. 

Best Shot 

Best a t P.T . · 

l'r•zewimlerJ 

Private Moffat 
(K.O .S. B.) 
R1Acman Smith 
(Cameronians) 
Private Di;kson 
(Cameronian.<) 

Private Quinn 
( K O.S.B) 
Rifleman B·)ce 
(Cameronian\) 
Rifleman Mal:olm 

(Cameroman>) 
Fusilier McEwan, 
(R.H.F.) 
i' u ~ilier Dunlop 
(R. H.F.) 

Fusilier Mclwan 
(R. H.F.) 
I u ilier McTaggart 
CR.H F .) 
Rifl eman Ullman 
(Camcronian.o,) 

Private ~a\ 
CR S.) 
Private H ~\)Uf1 
CK O.S.B.l 
Private Pa tcr.~on 
(R.S.) 
i' u•ilier Henderson 
(R .H .F.) 

\tlfll/lth of Platoo11s 

R .S. Nil 
R .H F 2 
K.O .S B. 2 
CAMFRONIANS 14 

R.S. 2 
R.H.1 . 2 
K.O .S.B 2 
CAMI:RON1AN~ 11 

R.H .i' 6 
K .O .S B. 3 
CAMFRONlANS 8 

R.S. 9 
R .H.F 6 
K 0 S B. 4 
CA \ H RON1AN\ 11 

R.S. 4 
R .H.F 6 
K.O .S ll 6 
CAMERONlAN\ 4 

v. 

"" 

~ 
g 
? 
CT'l 
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The D~pot shooting team took part in both 
52 Lowland Division 1 District competitions held 
on 15th May, and at Bisley. In the district 
shoot, they won the sub-machine gun cup and 
came third in the Minor Units Cup at Bisley. 

Two "Open Day" weekends were held on 
2lst/22nd May and 6th/7th August. On both 
occas:ons, the numbers of spectators were very 
encouraging. The programme was as follows: 

1415 Pipes and Drums from Junior 
Soldiers Company 

1430 Physical Training Display 
1500 Military Band from Junior 

SoiJi~rs Company 
1515 Obstacle Course D.!monstration 
I 530 J n Zan try Small Arms Shoot 
1545 Physical Training Display 
1600 Military Band 
1630 Obstacle Course 
I 645 Infantry Small Arms Shoot 
I 700 Section in attack display 
1800 Retreat by Bands of Junior 

Soldiers Company. 

There were also numerous static displays
the Museum, infantry weapons, barrack room~. 
education centre, clothing, pay, medical centre, 
Junior Ranks Kitchen, a fi eld kit::hen , adven
tur.! training and numerous recruiting caravans. 

On 4th J uly, a party from the 2nd / I Oth 
P.M.O. Gurkha Rifles came to visit the D.!pot. 
fhey included Lance-Corporal Rambahadur 
Limbu, who won the Victoria Cross in Borneo, 
in November, 19fi5, and his company com-
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(Photo : ''ScOI\fllOII") 

Major-General H. L. E. C. Leask talks 
to Rifleman Banks, Cameronians and 

Corporal Close, R oyal Scots. 

mander, Captain C. E. Maunsell, who won the Military Cross. A meeting was arranged with 
Sergeant W. Speakman, V.C., K.O.S.B., who is the recruiting Sergeant at the Depot. 

The Adjutant-General Sir Reginald H. Hewetson, K.C.B .. C.B.E., D.S.O., visited the 
Depot on 26th August and inspected the barracks. 

Numerous visits have also been arranged with A.C.F. units. the Ruttish School C.C.F., 
and the Edinburgh University O.T.C. Two cadres have also been run for Junior Leaders 
and tradesmen from Oswestry, Troon and Towyn. 

NEWS OF ROYAL SCOTS 

The number of Royal Scot officers at present at the Depot has reached a record figure 
of four. with the arrival of Major N. T . Kapel as Officer Commanding Headquarters Company, 
and Lieutenant C. R. Delacombe as a training subaltern. Sergeant Stirling. after two years, 
has now returned to the Battalion and has been replaced by Sergeant Dou!(las. Other new 
arrivals include Sergeant Lou:len. Corporals Strachan. Parker. McMurchie. Lance-Corporals 
Buchanan, Logan. Chester and Private Kerr. Corporal Waugh and Corporal Galloway have 
now also returned to the Battalion. 

Numerous old Royal Scots have been back to visit their old home. On 3rd June. the 
Lowland Brigade Ball was held in the assembly rooms in Edinburgh. It was probably 
the most colourful and most enjoyable ball that most of us have ever attended. It seems 
rather sad that it will be three years before the next ball is held. 

H was unfortunate that the Battalion was in Canada. but even so the Regiment was well 
represented by the Colonel of the Regiment. the Depot Officers. the 8th/9th Battalion. and 
numerous serving and retired officers. The Colours of the 8th/9th Battalion, Mess silver. 
Pipe Banners and Tartan were all on display. 

On 18th June. the annual picnic of the Edinburgh Association was held. As usual, it seems 
to have been a great success. On 29th J une the Lowland Brigade Club held a luncheon 
party in the Depot mess. and on 30th July the Regiment held the annual Retreat and 
Cocktail Party. Once again. the Retreat was cancelled because of bad weather. but the 
cocktail party was well attended by past and present Royal Scots. 
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JU lOR SOLDIERS COMPA Y 

')ince the last THJSTLL otes \\ere published there has been little change in Junior Soldiers 
(ompan}'. The Junior Infantry Platoon has grown m strength and in scope under the able 
direction of Sergeant Douglas. The highlight of the last few months was the Company 
camp in July. This was at Lochgoilhead in Argyllshire and a more suitable area would 
have been hard to find. The Company spent a week sailing, boating. canoeing. rock. climbing 
and hill walking. As a thank you gesture to the inhabitants of Lochgoilhead who had been 
most kind to the Company. the Military Band and a team of Highland Dancers gave a concert 
and display in the village hall in August. This was very well received. 

fhe Junior Infantry Platoon performed their first ceremonial duty when they provided 
a guard of hono ur at the Glasgow Premiere of the film Gordon of K hartoum. This duty 
was successfully carried out and high praise was given to the Junior Soldiers who took 
part. When the Company returns from leave and starts the winter term the priority will 
be to build up the bands again as there has been a large decline in both the Military Band 
and the Pipes and Drums with Junior Soldiers maturing and joining their Battalions. 

The names of the Junior Royal Scots in the Company are listed below: 
J./Bdsm. Carter Middlese'C: J. / Bd'>m. Duddy - Wishaw; J. /Cpl. Horn - Uddingston; 

J./Bdsm. McKenzie-Edinburgh; J. / Bdsm. Murray Edinburgh: J. / Bdsm. Nelson Hong 
J....ong; J. / Bdsm. Owenson- Musselburgh; J. / Ppr. Rafferty Tranent; J. / Dmr. / lnf. Atkinson 

S. Queensferry; J. Dmr./lnf. Cryans ewtongrange; J. Dmr. lnf. Clarkson Penicuik: 
J. / Dmr. / l nf. Davidson - Edinburgh: J. Dmr. lnf. Jamieson Jnverkeithing; J. / Dmr./ Inf. 
Livingstonc--Edinburgh; J. Dmr. I nf. Quipp Blackburn; J. / Dmr. Dewar- Boghall; J. / Dmr. 
McCabe Edinburgh: J. Dmr. Redpath McMerry: J . Dmr. Walker Edinburgh. 

Lord Provost of Glasgow inspecling Guard of Honour provided by Junior Soldiers of the 
Lowland Brigade Depot on tbe Premiere of the Film "Gordon of Khartoum" . 
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THE LOTHIANS BATTALION A.C.F. 

After Easter the County Cadet Training Centre at Milton Bridge was in constant use 
each week-end until the Battalion moved to Annual Camp at Knostrop, near Leeds. Each 
of the four Companies had a week-end camp at which they concentrated on preparation 
for Annual Camp. 

The Lowland Brigade Depot ran a Method of Instruction Course when all the A.C.F. Units 
in Lowland District were well represented. This has now developed from a Lothians Battalion 
project into an annual Divisional event and is proving more successful each year. 

The section attending the Mortar Post Certificate "A" course took part in a Mortar shoot 
at Otterburr. and all but two students who attended the course received their certificates. 
The two Cadet N.C.Os. who failed to get their certificates had enlisted into the Regular Army 
before the course was finished. 

The highlight of this period f9r No. 21 (Greys) Troop was a visit by Lieutenant-General 
Sir George C. Gordon Lennox, K.B.E., C.B., C.V.O .. D.S.O., G.O.C.-in-C. Scottish Command. 
on the evening of 15th June, when he was very impressed by the turn-out and activities 
of the detachment. 

During May and June the Brigade Colonel and the D .A.A.G. carried out their annual 
inspections of every detachment giving encouragement and criticism where it was deserved 
or required. On the whole the report was very satisfactory. 

Annual Camp was held at Knostrop Camp, Leeds. during the first three weeks in July 
and was considered by most to have been the best for many years. Military subjects were 
well interspersed with adventure training and expeditions. 

Leeds University Mountaineering Club recommended a student to instruct in rock climbing, 
which proved a very popular sport with the Cadets. The climbs of the O>w and Calf on 
llkley Moor became mere "kids play" in a few days according to some of our hardened 
climbers of a few days experience. 

Nine week-end camps have been requested during September and October of which 
two are set for a Cadet N.C.O.s Cadre, one for a Battalion Shoot, and the remainder for 
expeditions and adventure training. If this pace is maintained for the remainder of the year 
the Cadet Executive will be able to wear a top hat when he dances under the table! 

Number 84 Army Youth Team commanded by W.O.II W. Thomson. Scots Guards. 
which operates in the Edinburgh area and has Privates Conachan and Glasgow, The 
Royal Scots, on strength, is setting up a standing camp at Spittal of Glenshee for the 
instruction of ski-ing which this Unit intends to make full use of. This team attended annual 
camp with the Battalion and proved very helpful. 

Our extra curricular subjects now include acting. six of No. 21 (Chesser Crescent) Troop 
having been cast as extras by Scottish Television in a. play named "No Kind of Hero". The 
Cadets represented a group of National Service men of I 95 I vintage. Whether that was 
a good year or not remains to be seen! 

Recruitment into the Services has been extremely good during the training year 1965-66. 
with thirty-four Cadets joining the Army, fifteen of whom went to Junior Leaders and 
Apprentice Trades Units. There was also a good percentage lost to the Navy and Air Force. 

There has been a spate of new appointments and promotions in the last two weeks. 
Colonel W. S. Mcintosh-Reid. M.C .. T.D .. relinquished his appointment of County Cadet 
Commandant, having completed his three years tour of duty. He is succeeded by Lieutenant
Colonel Stuart A. Guild, T.D., lately Second in Command, 278 Regiment, Royal Artillery. 

Major E. T. Logan relinquished his appointment as Company Commander of "A" 
(East Lothian) Company after sixteen years in the A.C.F. on being promoted to Bank 
:\ll.anager and posted to Berwick-on-Tweed. Major A. R. B. Hutton now assumes command 
of the Company with Captain D. J. F. Bryson as his Second in Command. 

Other promotions are Second-Lieutenant J. McCallie to Lieutenant and Sergeant Instructors 
W. D. Thomson and D. Craigen to T.A. General List Commissions as Second-Lieutenants. 
Congratulation~ to them all on their well deserved promotions. 
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THE CANADIAN SCOTTISH REGIMENT 
(PRINCESS MARY'S) 

1l!J oA.tt;\,!U~ 1001'1'1811 I.IOUliNT (n.JNCIU lU.J.T's) 

7.M ~18 aoN08'I.II) ON 11'4 JG'Ill ANNlVD.UI.T .. 
iJ!IdJ Q.. .l~k.. IT IIINO OlV&N 1111 7J.lll)OK Ol 'Ill& 
Otlt !II 1JO'IOI.U •• TIIJI PUQ8& OOiUli.KOUU& 1'D 
.iU!W .iiO!IOPJJ. MID 1'0 AU UNU JJ.OM TB!a DJSD.JC1' 

7.il!l 7!U lii&MUU Ol VA.NQOVVD. !4UND"a OWN 
11J01U,AHD UOUIIN'l' Wl1'111N TBI PD.lOD l,l.•k 
'tltl~ .i!.A.QIJI !JKVULID IN ILI'llSB OOl.GKIJA"' 
Olirt!lhUAJ. -rau. lt''-

At the suggestion o f the Canadian Scottish Regimenta l Trustees, and as a 
Centennial project for British Columbia's tOOth anniversary celebrations, the 
Provi nce of British Columbia Centennial Committee donated five plaques. as shown 
above, to be placed in suitable locations on Vancouver Is land where e lements of the 
Regiment were organised and served throughout the years. Cities selected were 
Duncan, Nanaimo, Courtenay. Port Alberni a nd the community centre of Ganges. 

Early o n the morning of Saturday. 21st May, 1966, the Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel D. R. CoelL C.D .. set out from the Armouries. Victoria, for a 
two-day to;Jr of Vancouver I sland. Accompanying him were R .S.M. K. P. Chalmers. 
Pipe-major F. E. Kn ight with the Regimental P ipes and Drums ( 19 p ipers), and a 
quarter-guard of twenty men under Sergeant Peter Mo ntague. This guard was in 
full-dress unifo rm- scarlet. feather-bonnet and kilt. Duncan was the first town 
visited, followed by anaimo and then Courtenay, where the party spent the night 
as guests of the Com ox Station, R .C.A .F. The following morning they proceeded 
to Port A lbern i, later crossi ng to Salt Spring Island to comple te the tour at G anges. 

In each of these localities the procedure was substant ially the same. The band 
and guard marched to the appointed place (Cenotaph, City Hall or Royal Canadian 
Legion Hall) where civic officials. Canadian Scottish veterans, Royal Canadian 
Legion and others were gathered. Following inspection of the guard by the Mayor or 
his representative, and brief addresses by a ttending dignitaries, the plaques were 
forma lly unveiled as follows : a t Duncan by Alderman (ex-Sgt.) Ha mish Mutter. 
one of the original twenty recruits in 1929: at anaimo jointly by Alex and R obert 
Menzies, uncle and nephew, who served in the Regiment in 1914-1 8 and 1939-45 
respectively: at Courtenay this duty was performed by W . E. Fox, an "original" 
of "C" Coy., 2nd Bn. there in 1930: a t Port Alberni by Major T . London, first 
officer to raise and command the initial platoon in the Alberni Valley: at G anges 
b) ex-R.S.M. H . ichol , first platoon sergeant in the origi nal o . 13 from Salt 
Spring Island. 
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The Pipes and Drums were outstanding- both in strength and performance, as 
were the young sold iers of the guard, who not only had to be trained for the 
occasion in the old Lee-Enfield rifle manual, but to carry out this drill while wearing 
feather-bonnets, in many cases for the first time! 

The Regiment is greatly indebted to their k ind hosts, the Comox Station, 
R .C.A.F. for providing the party with bed, breakfast and a "box lunch" for the 
journey to Port Alberni. The Royal Canadian Legion. besides acting as sponsors 
at each I sland point, were host~ at a special dinner at Courtenay and an excellent 
after-p:uade repast at Ganges. 

THE REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
The most important acquisition by the Museum in recent months has been th:! 

pair of silver statuettes which were given by the Regiment to The Princess Royal 
on the occasion of her marriage on 28th February, 1922, together with a small silver 
table bell which was given to H.R .H. by the 1st Battalion to commemorate the 
presentation of new colours in Glasgow, 4th August, 1926. 

After her death on 28th March, 1965, these items were returned to The Regiment 
by H.R .H .'s executors, to whom we owe a deep debt of gratitude for this gracious 
gesture. 

The two statuettes were designed by Mr. H. S. Gamley. R.S.A .. and made by 
Messrs. Ham ilton & Inches of Edinburgh. They represent a n officer in the uniform 
of 1818. when H.R.H .'s great-great-grandfather, The Duke of Kent. was Colonel 
of The Regiment, and a private soldier of 1918 when H .R .H. was first a ppointed 
Colonel-in-Chief. The latter statuette is a companion model to the one in the 
Officers' Mess of the I st Battalion known as the " Wingate Trophy". 

The silver bell, which has now been transferred from the Museum to the 1st 
Batta lion is in fact a copy of another piece of lst Battalion si lver, the ''Flood" 
Trophy. This in turn is a model of the Schwe Dagon Pagoda in Rangoon where 
the Batta lion was stationed in 1922. 

The acquisition of medals continues at a steady rate, chiefly through the 
generosity of relatives, and we have received those of Private J . M. Kelly from his 
s ister, and Private P. Flynn from his sister. Miss Reichall presented the medals of 
her two brothers J ames and Peter, together with those of a friend. T. Donaghue. 
Private T. Hutcheson's medals came from his sister-in-law Mrs. Gregor. 

M rs. Alec Anderson, widow of one of the Museum's most generous supporters 
not only handed over her late husband's medals, but also two most inte resting and 
valuable examples of " Kruger" coi nage, souvenirs of the Boer War. 

Mr. J ohn Manson, who now lives in the U.S.A., called on the Museum on a visit 
to this country and handed over his own medals for safekeeping, a noble and much 
appreciated gesture. 

Some medals formerly on display in The Royal Scots Club have now been 
transferred "on loan" to the museum and they a re those of Colour-Sergeant G 
Edden, Priva tes T. Dunn, J . Cummin, J . Fraser and J . Sordern. We have purchased 
a group which includes the M.M. of Private H. Millar, and Private J. Rossiter's 
Army of Ind ia medal, with bars Nagpore a nd Ava. 

A unique medal now in our collection is that presented by Mrs. F. Oliver. It 
is the Medal of The Order of The British Empire awarded to her sister Miss 
Mary Dustan, for her services as a cook (Queen Mary's Auxiliary Army Corps) 
at Glencorse 19 14-1 9 19. After demobilizat ion in 1919 M iss Dustan joined the 
-.ta tf of The Royal Scots Club and remained there until 1956. In all, she had given 
42 years devoted service to her adopted Regiment. She died in I 966 aged 81. 
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Apart from medals, we have received Captain R . W. Duncan· pipe banner 
(2nd Battalion 1894-1902) from the R .U.S.l. ; a commemorat ive book relating 
to Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. Turner, 13th Battalion. from Mrs. J. K . Ogilvie; a 
~hako plate, period 1829-44, from Colonel P. A. Spittall: Major A. W. Sanderson' 
claymore I /7 th Battalion, from his son Major A. D. W. Sanderson, late 1st 
Battalion, and from Mr. George King late of 1st Battalion Band and now a railway 
official in Zambia came a varied and most interesting collection of items and 
historical documents mostly connected with the time that he was a Japanese 
P.O .W. To each and all the above our grateful thanks. 

This year, on 24th May, The Regimental Museum was host to the Annual 
General Meeting of Scottish Regimental Museum Curators, and the proceedings 
were gracefully presided over by the Commander Edinburgh Area. Brigadier D. 
McQueen, D.S.O .. O.B.E.. late R.S. 

LONDON OFFICERS' BUFFET LUNCH 
AND DINNER 

These two functions took place at the Hyde Park H otel on rriday. 24th June. 1966. and 
were much enjoyed by all those who attended. 

Amongst those who were at the lunch were: -
Major-General and Mrs. W. T. Campbell , Brigad ier and Mrs. A. G. Mackenzie-Kennedy. 
Brigadier and Mrs. H . W. Forsyth. Colonel and Mrs. B. H. Ashmore. Colonel and Mrs. J . 
M'asterton Smith, Colonel D. A. D. Eykyn, Lieutenant-Colonel a nd Mrs. A. W. R. Currit:. 
Lieutenant-Colonel1. A. H . Douglass, Major R . W. B. Cunningham, M ajor and Mrs. K. ]. M. 
Buchanan, Major and Mrs. M . B. Adams. Major D. Macbrayne. Major 1. A. McKee, Captain 
and Mrs. E. A . Cowan, Captain L. J. M ackinnon. Captain and M rs. 1. H. Dalrymple. 
Lieutenant P . J . C. Moore. Mrs. Donald Cameron. Mr. and Mrs. W. P . Maclagan. Mrs. 
H. C. S. Macken7ie. Miss D. Saward. Major and Mrs. J. N. Stisted and Hon. Mrs. E. 
Harmsworth. 

The Colonel .:>f the Regiment presided at the Dinner and the Guests were Lieutenant-General 
Sir George GorJon-Lennox. G.O.C. in C Scottish Command and Major G. A. Eve. R.A. P.C.. 
who ha~ been Paymaster with the I ~t Battalion for the last nine years. 

Others present included : Major-General R. F. Johnstone. Bngad1er A. G. Mackenzie
Kennedy. Colonels D. A. D. Eykyn. J . Masterson Smith, B. H. Ashmore. H. Rose. Lieutenant
Colonels C. H. K. Corsa r. A. W. R. Currie. H . D. G. Taylor. D. T. Young. G. E. Robson. 
F. R. N. Kerr. Majors R. W. B. Cunningham. J . N. Stisted. J. Byam ~ha~. N. H. C. Ncave. 
1. S. M. Edwards. E. C. Fraser. R. A. H. Ironside. D. P. Somerville. H . f. 0. Bewsher. N. A. D. 
McCance. R. F. Richardson. P. M. Ferguson. R. J. Sandeman. M. B. Adams. Captains. E. 
Whiteoak. M. B. H. Ashmore. J. H. Dalrymple. S. W. McBain. D. J . C. Meehan. L. J. 
Machinnon. A. E. F. Cowan. A. Stewart. C. D. H. Maclean. Messrs. R. W. Robertson GlasgO\\. 
Hon. R. M. S. Eady. I. J . M. Barnetson. R. S. B. Wat~on. R. R. M. Whittington, R. G. 
Dicbon, P. J. C. Moore, S. R. Na than, C. C. F. Mitchi>l'>on. 0. G. D. o· eil Roc, G. S. 
Grant. C. R. Delacombe. P. Macintyre. I. Macint~re. 

It was especially nice to have several serving Officers from the 8th / 9th Battalion at the 
dinner. They had just completed their last annual camp at Stanford. 

At this dinner also a new Silver Bell was used by the Colonel of the Regiment for the 
first time to summon the diners for the Loyal Toast. It has been presented to the Dinner 
Club in memory of our late Colonel -in-Chief and will be med at all future dinners. 
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THE ROYAL SCOTS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
An extract of the Accounts of the Society for the yea r ended 31st December, 1965 is given 

below. They show a surplus for the year of £474. Three hundred grants were made. the average 
grant being £7 lOs. 

The Society has suffered a great loss by the deaths during the year o( Mr. W. A. La1rd and 
Mr. W. Armour who -..ere both members of the Investigation Sub-committee. ··willie" Laird 
for over 40 years and "'Willie" Armour for 9 years During a ll of their term in office the1r 
services were invaluable and their help a nd kindly assistance will be very much missed. 

Two new member~ have been assumed in their places viL. Mr. "Jack"' Archibald and Mr. 
··Nat" Bryson. 

THE ROYAL SCOTS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
Abstract of Accounts for the year ended 31st December, 1965 

Funds at lsi January, 1965 
General 
For 7th Ba ttalion .. 
For 17th Service Ballalion 

Ordinary Receipts 
Subscriptions and Donations: 

Army Benevolent Fund 
Days Pay Scheme 
Distributions from Trusts 
Other Sources 

Investment Income 
Income Tax recovered 
Grants and Loans repaid 

Ordinary Payments 
Grants and Loans 
Grant to other Organisatio ns 
Adminis trati on E-.;pemes 

Extra Ordinary item'> 
Add: (Legacy) 

Deduct: et lo~s on realisation or transfer of ln vc, tmenh 

[ , . d. 

350 0 0 
154 I-I l' 
500 0 0 

61 II 9 
---

I, 125 6 
296 N 2 

10 0 () 

1.746 10 (, 

<16 6 0 
:!II 10 7 

l ~ . d. 

::! 7.356 19 7 
2.017 14 7 
1.735 19 5 

31. 110 13 7 

1.066 6 5 

2.49X 0 :; 

33.60N 14 3 

:!.02-1 7 

31.5X4 7 2 

31.5!14 7 ::! 
:!79 ::! ::! 

Funds at 31st December. 1965 01.305 5 () 

Represented by In vestmen ts a nd Cash held as follows:-

General 
For 7th Ba tta lion .. 
For 17th Service Battalio n 

IJook 
Value 

£ 
:!X.32X 6 

1.144 14 
I,N3::! 4 

0 1.305 5 

Market 
Value 

£ 
:! 27.57~ 
5 XII 
5 1.924 

0 £30.3 13 
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THE ROYAL SCOTS REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
LONDON SECTION 

Two important functions helped to keep the 
London Section a live during what is normally 
a period of peace and quiet. These were the 
annual dinner and dance and our visit to the 
I st Battalion. 

The dinner took place on 4th June and wa~. 
as usual, very well attended. Unfortunately 
the Colonel of the Regiment could not be with 
us, but his place was admirably filled by 
General John\tone, our Hon. President. Colonel 
Broughton was again a very welcome visitor, 
but it was a matter for regret that nobody 
attended from the other two Sections. The 
Edinburgh Section picnic again clashed with 
our dinner. A great pity! The 1st Battalion 
were, of course, abroad for training, but 
Captain Fegan and representatives from each 
Mess managed to get along. It was nice to have 
them, and we hope they enjoyed themselves a' 
much as they said they did. D uring the dinner 
M rs. Francis and Mrs. Chapman were each 
presented with a bouquet of flowers in appre
ciation of the work they do for the Section. 
A reall y first class evening. 

On lOth July we paid a visit to the 1st 
Battal ion at T idworth and the memory of this 
visit will remain with us for many a day. No 
praise can be too high for the amount of work 
put in by all ranks of the Battalion and for the tOIJirial Armr Photograph I 
warmth of their welcome. Eigh ty-five members Visit of the London Branch of the R oyal 
a nd thei r wives attended. Two coaches travelled Scots Association to Tidworth on JOth 
down and several others went under their own July, 1966 
steam. On arrival we were conducted to the Officers' Mess for coffee and biscuits. The ladies 
then walked along to the Barrack Square. while the male members of the party fell in 
behind the Pipes and Drums and marched there to a drum head service. A few ancient 
chests were stuck out then for the first time for many years! After the service. we were led 
to the Sergeants' Mess where tables and chairs were placed under canvas and where a first 
class buffet lunch was served. Drinks we found. rather to our dismay. were free. We had not 
been warned of this. and it is a bit shattering to go and order drink with reckless abandon 
for all one's friends and then find that somebody else is paying! After a suitable interval 
in the Sergeants' Mess we repaired to the football field where the new weapons were laid 
out for our inspection. Naturally a great many questions were asked here. but the groups in 
charge of each weapon had all the answers and it was good to see the pride with which these 
groups regarded their own particular baby. Unfortunately. while this was going on the ra in 
started. and this cancelled a proposed visit to the range to see the weapons fired. A quid, 
re-arrangement of the programme had to be made and the Battalion rose to the occasion 
admirably. Everybody dashed to the gymnasium. the Military Band was hurriedly collected 
and we were treated t9 a programme of music and song and a couple o f dances by a Sergeant 
of the Pipe Band. with Pipe Major Bob Burns providing the music. While this was going on. 
the men were driven in relays to the miniature range where they tried the1r hand with the 
rifle. Wattie Crichton showed that he wasn't Battalion shot for nothing and that he had lost 
none of his old prowess. Strangely enough Tom lllman. an old Orderly Room Sergeant. was 
best shot in his group. Tom Harris did pretty well too. but Tommy lnne'>! Oh dear! Just 
where did the bullets go? 

After this it was a case of back to the Officers' Mess for tea. During this time it had been 
raining on and off. and nobody was quite sure whether Retreat could be played or not. 
Anyhow it was decided that it would be possible. so the Bands ao;sembled and we all trooped 
out to the football field. Much to our disappointment. however. the rain fell harder than 
ever, so Retreat had to be called ofT. I think some of the Band were as disappointed as we 
were as a few of them declared that they could do it. However back we all went to the 
Officers' Mess. where the waiters were kept dashing backwards and forwards with drinks. 
while the Military Band. with occasional interludes from the Pipers played for the remainder 
of the evening in the hall. We left about 7 p.m. and the Pipers marched in front of the first 
coach and played us to the barrack boundary. A really wonderful day. and everyone who 
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(Official Arm\' Pho tograph ) 

VISIT OF THE LONDON BRANCH OF THE ROYAL SCOTS ASSOCIATION TO 
TIDWORTH ON lOth JULY, 1966 

attended would like to express their grateful thanks to the Commanding Officer. the Officers 
and their ladies who took such great pains to see that they spoke to everybody in the party and 
that nobody wanted for anyt hing. to the R.S.M .. Warrant Officers and Sergeants. to the 
members of the Military Band and the Pipe Band who had so much extra work to do and 
to the fatigue men who also had extra work to do just for our benefit. It made us prouder 
than ever to be Royal Scots. 

It is with regret that I have to announce the death. on 5th Jul y. I 966. of Philip Law. 
Unfortunately. I have no details of Ph ilip's service in the Regiment. but all South African 
War Veterans will know him. as he was General Secretary o f that Association for many years 
and did an enormous amount of work for that Association. 

For informatio n the following dates have been booked for future functions: 
12th November Planting of the Badge Cross 
19th November Dance 
31st December - The Big Night 
19th February. 1967 Dance 
29th Apri l. 1967 - Dinner and Dance 

EDINBURGH SECTION 
0.-. 18th J une. I 966. the Edinburgh Section once again held their Annual Picnic at 

Glencorse Barracks. The weather \'>as not too good. but this aid not deter the company ot 
over one hundred from enjoying this ou ting to the full. A varied sports programme consisted 
of races ranging from the age of five to the veterans' handicap of a yard start for every year 
over fi fty. This race is the highlight of the picnic with the relations, right down to the grand
children, cheering them on, and with a whisky or two under their belt age is forgotten as down 
that track they go like young ones. 

Many thanks to all concerned at Glencorse Barracks for the Splendid arrangements laid on 
for our comfort, and to Pipers McGee and Lee for the interval music. 

The last q uarter has been marred by the death of Willie Armour. By his passing. the 
Association has lost another well kent and respected member. Willie who was Secretary of the 
Edtnburgh Section for many years worked tirelessly towards the aims of the Association. ann 
e\en in poor health to\\ards the end would gladly give advice from hi s long experience ot 
Association matters. He will be sadly missed by his many friends in all sections. 
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DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES 
BIRTHS 

\1ARTIN.-On 21st January, 1966, to Private and Mrs. Martin, a daughter. 
DouGLAS.-On 28th January, 1966, to Private and Mrs. Douglas, a daughter. 
HoRNE.- On 3rd March, 1966, to Corporal and Mrs. Horne, a daughter. 
SINCLAIR.- On 7th March, 1966, to Lance-Corporal and Mrs. Sinclair, a daughter. 
CowAN.-On 13th March, 1966, to Captain and Mrs. A. E. F. Cowan, a son. 
McARTHER.- On 23rd March, 1966, to Private and Mrs. McArther, a daughter. 
MASON. On 24th March, 1966. to Mr. and Mrs. D. K. Mason, a second son. 
McMILLAN.- On 31st March, 1966, to Private and Mrs. McMillan, a son. 
PuRDIE.- On 7th April, 1966, to Private and Mrs. Purdie, a daughter. 
DYER.-On 20th April, 1966. to Lance-Corporal and Mrs. Dyer, a daughter. 
GRAHAM.-On 4th May, 1966. to Private and Mrs. Graham, a daughter. 
AITKLN.- On 4th May. 1966. to Sergeant and Mrs. Aitken, a daughter. 
CAMPBELL.- On J I th May, 1966. to Private and Mrs. Campbell, a daughter. 
QuiNN.- On 26th May, 1966. to Private and Mrs. Quinn, a daughter. 
lHORBURN.-On Jst June, 1966, to Private and Mrs. Thorburn, a son. 
WILLIAMS. On 15th June. 1966. to Meryl. wife of Major I. M. Williams. a son. 
\1ACKAY.- 0n 20th June, 1966. to Sergeant and Mrs. Mackay. a daughter. 
BuLLION. On 8th July. 1966. to Lance-Corporal and Mrs. J. Bullion. a son. 
McBAIN.-On 15th July. 1966. to Captain and Mrs. S. W. McBain. a son. 
BUOIANAN.-0n 31st July. 1963. to Lance-Corporal and Mrs. Buchanan, a daughter. 
BuOIANAN.-0n lith August. 1966. to Lance-Corporal and Mrs. Buchanan, a son. 
GREEN.-On 22nd August, 1966, to Private and Mrs. Green, a son. 
DYER.- On 13th October. 1964. to Lance-Corporal and Mrs. Dyer, a daughter. 

ENGAGEMENTS 

C ROtKATT- PYPER. John Henry. yo unger son o[ the late Brigadier and Mrs. N. R. Crockatt 
and Angela. eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. S. R. Pyper. 

MEFHAN- ARCHIBALD. Captain David Meehan and Valerie. eldest daughter of Major and Mrs. 
R. P. Archibald. 

CAVI RHILL- HAIG. John Colin Caverhill and Elizabeth Anne. younger daughter of Commander 
and Mrs. H aig. 

SrMP'iON- WALKER. Michael John Russell Simpson. son of Lieutenant-Colonel R. J. B. ')imp-;on 
and Mrs. Rose and Lesley Walker. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Walker. 

MARRIAGES 

CoLSTON Do\LE.- At Newtongrange. on 18th February. 1966. Private Colston to Mar} 
Corgraove Doyle. 

WusoN- TowNs.- At Barry. on 5th March. 1966. Private Wilson to Morna Hun ter Towns. 
Surrrc- MoYt:Rs.- At Newbattle. on 12th March. 1966, Private Suttie to Margaret Taylor 

King Moyers. 
Gooo BARR.- At Yardley. on 12th March. 1966. Private Good to Norah Elicabeth Barr. 
McANNA - JAFLOUS. At Godney, on 12th March. 1966, Lance-Corporal McAnna to Anna 

Jealous. 
GRAHAM- HOLLYWOOD. At Salisbury. on 18th March. 1966. Private Graham to Denise Marion 

Hollywood. 
GRAY- DAVJOSON.- At Winchburgh, on 19th March. 1966. Private Gray to Mary McNicol 

Davidson. 
M1 LVIN ERHKII.A. At Salisbury. on 19th March. 1966, Private Melvin to Elvie Anna Liisa 

Erhkila. 
QurNN- HAYLIN.- At Gla gow. on 30th March, 1966. Private Quinn to Rosemary Havlin. 
BROWN- WHITHINGTON.- At Edinburgh. on 2nd April. 1966. Private Brown to Linda Ann 

Whithington. 
ADAMS ROBERTSON.- At Falkirk. on 9th April, 1966, Private Adams to Helen Mary 

Robertson. 
CORBIT FOWLER. At Rheindahlen. Germany on II th June. 1966. Madeline. dauJ:htcr nf 

W.O. II W. Corbett and Mrs. Corbett to Mr. David Fowler. Command Secretariat H.Q. 
B.A.O.R. 

Ros - WII.SON.- At Carnwath. on 24th June, 1966. Private Ross to Elizabeth Rachael Wilson. 
HAt L WATT.-At Cardiff, on 25th June. 1966. Private Hall to Marie Marion Watt. 
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BUCHANAN SHAW.- At M usselburgh. on 2nd July. 1966. Private Buchanan to Jane Ferguson 
Shaw. 

ASHMORE BROFRS. At Melbourne, Australia. o n 8th July, 1966. Captam M. B. H. Ashmore 
to Mary Loise Broers. 

YORKSTON F ISHFR. At Andover. on 15th July, 1966, Lance-Corporal Yorkston to Anne 
Marie Fisher. 

FALLON STAUNTON. At Salisbury, on 16th July. 1966, Private Fallon to Mary She1la Staunton. 
B1 VERIDGI REBBH K. At Winchester, on 23rd Jul y. 1966. Corporal Beveridge to Carole 

Diana Rebbeck. 
McARDU AUGR~ . At Tidworth. on 23rd July. 1966. Lance-Corporal McArdle to Lorraine 

Mary Augre. 
SlFVENSON SMITI I. At Andover. on 23rd July. 1966. Private Stevemon to Marian Joa n Smith. 
BIGGINS DAKIN.- At Uphall. on 30th July. 1966. Private Biggins to Carol Mary Dal..m. 
NICHOLLS Ot IVFR. At Herrington. on 30th July. 1966. Private Nicholls to Oily\ Evelyn 

Oliver. 
HoGGAN rARROW. At Dcvizes. on 15th August . 1966. Private Hoggan to Melanie Gera ld ine 

Farrow. 
CROCKATT· PvPtoR. At Ashurst Wood. Sussex. on 17th September. 1966. John Henry Crockatt, 

son of the late Brigadier and Mrs. N. R. Crockatt to Angela K athleen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. S. R. Pyper. 

GOLDEN WEDDING 
(IIRISTIL H1 WLtoTT. On 27th August. 1916 at St. Budeaux Church . South Devon. Andre\\ 

isbet Christie to Winifred Annie Hewlett. Present Address: 13 Dickens Avenue. Corsham. 
Wilts. 

DEATHS 

f-IN(H. On lOth November. 1965. the widow of the late Major R. H . L. Finch. M.(. 
MEN71£ c;. On 4th December, 1965. at Fauldhouse. Freda Jane Menzies. daughter of Private 

Menzies, T he Royal Scots. 
HUNTLR. On 9th March. 1966. William Hunter. late C.Q.M.S. and member London Section. 

Royal Scots Association. 
BLAIR. On 27th March. 1966. Dorothy. wife of Colonel Sir P. J . Blair. K. B.E .. D.S.O .. D.L. 
CoCKBURN. On I Oth April. 1966. Peter Cockburn. late 7th Battalion, The Royal Scots. 
FoLrY. On 28th April. 1966. Hugh Foley. late 1st Battalion The Royal Scots. 
DIGNAN. On 5th May. 1966. as the result of an accident. Jean Robertson . wife of W .O.Il T. 

D ignan. 
DIGNAN. On 5th May, 1966, at Tidworth. Jean Wallace Dignan. wife of W.O.JI Dignan, The 

Royal Scots. 
AlliSON. Suddenly at Newballle Abbey College on 7th May. 1966, E lsie. wife of Major J . 

Allison. 
K1NNOCtJ. On lOth May. 1966. suddenl y John Kinnoch. late The Royal Scots. 
BU(HER. On lith May. 1966. Robert Darling Bucher, late SRS brother of Lieutenant-Colonels 

F. M. and A. M. M. Bucher. 
J OHNSTO~I. On 16th May, 1966. Captain Charles William Johnstone. M . B.E .. late The Royal 

Scots and Highland Light Infantry. 
PARROTT. On 21st May, J 966. at Durban. South Africa. Bandmaster E. Parrott, late The Royal 

Scots. 
FRASER. On 26th May. 1966. Major Simon Fraser. M.C .. late 9th Battalion The Royal Scots. 
ANDFRSON. On 5th June. 1966. s uddenly at Monte Carlo, Alexander Anderson. late The Royal 

Scots. 
CALLENDLR. On 18th June, 1966, as the result of an accident. Ruth. wife of Lieutenant-Colonel 

D . J. H . Callender. 
LAW. On 5th Jul y. 1966. Philip Law. late The Royal Scots and H onorary Secretary South 

African Veterans Association in London. 
CARLTON. On 3rd August. 1966. at Cannes. Colonel Hubert Dudley Carlton. D .S.O., late 

The Royal Scots and Royal Tank Corps. 
ARMOUR. I n September. 1966. at Edinburgh. William Armour. late The Royal Scots and 

Secretary Edinburgh Section of The Association 
RooKE. In 1966. Colonel C. P. Rooke. D .S.O .. son of C. P. C . Rooke. whose medals and other 

Regimental possess1ons he presented to the Museum. 
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OBITUARY 
'AR . ALI:.XA Dl R A D ER<,O 

It i~ wi th deep regret that \\e have to record .ne death of a n old friend of The 
Regiment. namely Mr. Alexander Anderson. We are inde bted to h1~ w1d0\\ fo r 
the fo llov.ing detail s of hi~ life. 

He was born in Dale, lnd i:wa. l .~.A .. of Scoltl'>h parentage, on 23rd J anuary. 
IX79, and was educated at Aberdeen Umvcr.,lly and Edinburgh University. It was 
I rom the latter institution "hen he was a member ol No. 4 (University Company) 
o f the Queen's Edinburgh Volu nteer Rifle Brigade that he joined the 1st V olunteer 
Company of The Roya l Scots and 'erved lor over a yea r w1 th The I st Batta lion in 
South Africa dw ing the Boer War. 

On being demobilised Alexander Anderson "ent to London Universi ty where he 
graduated as a Mining Eng111ecr, and then worked in mines in Glenridding. 
Cumberland. El Oro, Mexico a nd Rio Tinto. Stuthern Spain. He left the last 
place in 1914 to volunteer for service in World War I. As an artillery Officer, he 
served in France and worked on the Sc1cncc of Sound-Ranging. He was wounded 
and when he had recovered was transferred to the Science department of The 
Royal Nav}. 

After the Wa r he went to the Um ted States to study the oil business for a 
British firm in China. but \\hen th1s contract fell through he s tarted work on his 
111vention of a method of surveying oil wells. His success in this venture is borne 
out by the fact that he completely revoluti onised the drilling of oil wells v.ith 
rotary tools. Eventually he sold h1s bus1rcss and in 1960 left the United States and 
travelled in Europe. He died in Monte Carlo. on the 5th June. 1966. 

Despite his long sojourn in forcu~n countnc, Mr. Anderson never lost touch 
with his old regiment and in p.trllcular \\lth h1s close comrades who served with 
him in the 1st Volunteer Company of 1 he Royal Scab. In fact. of this particubr 
unit there are now only one or two surv1vor., \\ho "111 remember his kindnes'> and 
friendship with affection and gratitude. 

Mr. Anderson was respon.,ible for obta111111g the -,i gnatures of all the 115 
members of the Volunteer Compan y 0 11 the drumhead when they embarked fo r 
South Africa in 1900. and a<., is known to many member' of the Regiment thi s 
drum is pow exhibited 111 the Regimental M uscum. 

He was a lso extremely generous and apart from other small pre~entatio ns to the 
Museum he also gave a considerable \Um of money to be invested for the 
purpose of maintaining the upkeep. 

H1s v.idow. Mrs. Anderson, has con tinued the fa mil} interest in The Roya l 
Scots. and as is ment ioned else\\hcre she has g1ven the Museum her late husband's 
medals a.1d an interesting Boer War souven1r in the -hape of l\\O " Kruger'' coins. 

T o Mrs. Anderson we \\Ould like to offer not on l} ou r gra titude fer these gifts 
but also our deepest sympath} 111 her !(feat los-. 

MRS RUl H ( ALLFNUt:.h. 

It IS wi th the deepest regret that \\e heard of the deatn a~ .1 result of a car 
accident of Major Hugo Callender\ wife Ruth 

Anyone who knew her \,ill remember her for her infectious gaiety, her test 
for living. her charm. grace and kindness 

When her husband was serv111g \\l th the Regiment she identified herself in 
every facet of Regimental life and wa., a most charming and generous hostess. 
Regimenta l life particularly in !:'din burgh "Ill be the poorer fo r her passing. T o 
Hugo we offer our deep~t sympathy. 

MISS M. E. D USTA N, M.B.F. 

All her many friends v.ill mourn the death of Miss M . E. Dustan who d1ed after 
a short illness at Hutton Henry. Co. Durham at the age ol Rl. 

Mi'>'> Du'>ta n joined Queen Mary\ Army Auxiliary Corps in 1914 and wa~ 
stat10ned at Glcncon,e until 1919 as a Cook 

At the end of her serv1ce there she 10111ed the Royal <,cots Club at 1ts inception 
111 August 1919. She \\as emplo~ed a., a Cook and then took over as Hou'>ekeeper 
a post she retamed unt1l her r~tircment 111 1951 
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Miss Dustan had a great loyall) to her adopted Regiment and during her 
thirty-seven years with the Club spa red no pams to help to make the Cl ub worthy 
of the .. First of Foot ... 

All who knew her will remember the zeal and efficiency she showed in her 
wcrk for the Club at all times and also for her kindly nature and wi lli ngness to 
help at all times. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT 
REGU LAR FORCES EMPLOYMENT ASSOCIATION 

EXISTS 
for the sole purpose of finding employment for retired Regular Sailors. Soldiers and Airmen. 

9 • 
1 he Association provides all serv1ccs free. 

It has over 40 Branches covering the whole of England. Scotland. Wales and Northern 
Ireland. 

There is a branch operating in the localit) of your home which is only awaiting a personal 
or telephone call o r a postcard from you to help you with your civil employment problem. 

You can a lways obtain the address of the Branch nearest your home from your Regimental 
Association or from the local Post Office. 

AUSTIN AGENTS 

ALEX F. NOBLE MOTOR ENGINEER 

Milton Bridge 
Telephone : Penicuik 482 

(,64 at£ tpUVt mo.loJtituj neelti and efficient ttep.aiJl 6~ice 

ANY MAKE OF NEW CAR SUPPLIED 
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including all documentation, is just one of 
the many ancillary services offered by 
Edinburgh's most complete house furnishers. 
Others include storage and removal of effects 
and an extensive house agency department 
which is also entrusted with many furnished 

houses to let 

C. & j. BROWN of NEWINGTON Ltd. 
29-39 SOUTH CLERK STREET 

EDINBURGH 8 

NEWington 1051 

HOUSE FURNISHERS • ESTATE AGENTS • FURNITURE REMOVERS 

STORAGE • HOTEL AND CONTRACI' DEPARTMENT 
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