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The family spirit is still the sante 

Come and see it made We'd like to show you 
h ow we have been distilling our exclusive Glenfiddich pure malt 
whisky for the past eighty odd years. We are the 
descendants of the first William Grant who in 1886 built 
with his seven sons the Glenfiddich dist illery at Dufftown. 
Two of his sons, Alex, with the dog, an d Ch arles, second 
from the left, appear in this old photograph. 

Grant's is, above all, an independent family company; 
it is family owned and managed, and the family spirit 
extends to the distillery workers, many of whom are the 
descendants of the original men and women who worked 
at Glenfiddich eighty years ago. 

Eighty odd years have brought a few changes of course. 
Today the business has grown to include not on ly 
Glenfi'ddich and its sister malt distillery, Balvenie, but 
also the world's most modern grain distillery, Girvan, in the 
Burns country; and the Lowland malt distillery; Ladyburn. 

Why not ring Dufftown 3 75 next time you are in the 
district and we will show you some of the secrets .. . just some. 
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Rose Street Aberdeen Tel. 22072 and North Deeside Rd. Culter 

Tel. 73 3047 

Whe C29.icloria rReslauranl 
(ABERDEEN) LTD. 

Telephone 28639 

9 a.m.- 10 p.m. 140 UNION STREET 
ABERDEEN AB1 1JD 

Managing Director: ALFRED J. R. CORDINER 

BRAEMAR WAITRESS RESTAURANT 

for an enjoyable meal at a moderate cost 

CLANSMAN SELF-SERVICE RESTAURANT 

for a quick snack from a varied menu 

BALMORAL FUNCTION SUITE 

holding up to 120 guests 

ABERGELDIE FUNCTION ROOM 

ideal for a bus party 

OUTSIDE CATERING UNIT 
We are now able to cater for the Private 
Function on your own premises in or around 
Aberdeen - any time, any place, any number 

MAXPAK 
We are now agents for Maxpaks - The Cup 
which thinks its a Vending Machine. We supply 
to offices, hairdressing salons, etc. The easiest 
way to serve Hot Beverages. 

BEVERAGE STAll 
We now specialise in selling Beverages. Crisps, 
at any Event, Games, Sporting Events, etc. 

IF WE CAI\I BE OF SERVICE TO YOU- PLEASE CONTACT US! 
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Remembrance Parade to commemorate the Thirtieth Ann iversary of the Cessation of Hostilities of World War II 
at Kranji War Memorial Cemetery, Singapore. 
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BUTHLAV BROS. 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL FISH 
MERCHANTS 

* ALL KINDS OF FISH IN SEASON FOR HOME DEEP FREEZE CABINETS. 

* ANY QUANTITIES SUPPLIED. 

* SEND BOXES IN QUANTITIES OF PER STONE PER BOX ANY PART OF THE 
BRITISH ISLES. 

84 SINCLAIR ROAD, ABERDEEN, AB1 3PP 

TEL; 24677 

ESTABLISHED 1498 

The Shore Porters, Society 
12 Virginia Street, 

Aberdeen 

• FURNITURE REMOVERS AND STORERS 

• HAULAGE CONTRACTORS 

• OVERSEAS REMOVALS UNDERTAKEN 

TEL. ABERDEEN 29381-2-3 

, I 
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EDITORIAL NOTICES 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

The Christmas Card this year will be The Pipe Major and 
Pipers playing at the Far East Expo 74. The cost will be lOp 
each with envelopes, plus postage. 

There are still a number of the Orlando Norrie Cards 
available at the same price. 

There is still a selection of the old insert type Cards left 
at 5p each. 

EDINBURGH DINNER 1976 

Members are reminded that the Ed inburgh Dinner next 
year will take place at the North British Hotel on February 
20th. 

LONDON DINNER 1976 

The London Dinner next year will be held in the Cale
donian Club on Friday 18th June (Waterloo Day). 

LONDON DINNER 1975 

The Annual Dinner of the Gordon Highlanders' Dinner 
Club was held at the " Senior", London, on the 24th June 
1975. 

The Colonel of the Regiment presided. 
The following Officers attended:-

General : 
Lieut General : 
Major Generals: 
Brigadier: 
Colonels: 

Lieut Colonels: 

Majors: 

Captains: 

Messrs: 

Sir Horatius Murray 
Sir George Gordon Lennox 
E. C. Colville, K . C. Davidson 
J. J. H. Simpson 
Sir Hugh Boustead; G. Macdonald ; 
F. G. Maxwell ; A . F. Niekirk; D. V. Penman 
M. H. H. Du Boulay; D. H. W. Brown; 
M. H. Burge; W. D. H. Duke; R. G. Lees; 
R. M . Neilson; J. Neish; S. W. Chant
Sempill ; P. G. Symington; R. B. Wilkinson; 
T . Adams; H. G. Bell ; G. F . Moir-Byres; 
J. A. Cle~ce; M. P. Henderson; 
R. D. Holliday; G. H. Hutchinson; 
P. H. Hutchinson; C. R. D'l. Ke11worthy; 
L. I. G. G. M. Maclean; I. D. Martineau; 
A . L. S. Mitchell; G. Morrison; 
D. M. Napier; R. G. Findlay-Shirras; 
R. D. L. Smart; W. Williams; A . T . Wilson; 
N. Rutherford-Young 
W. J. M. Beckwith; D. C. K . Brown; 
J. Q. P. Curzon; R. D. Finlay; 
F. D. H. Irvine; D. J . Macmillan; 
C. M. Wolfe-Murray; P. E. L. A . Myers; 
A . H. Nicol; R. I. Raitt; J. W. P. R-hodes
Stampa; J. M. W. Stenhouse 
A . J. Anderson; T . M. T . Brown; 
A . M. Graham; A . J. Henderson; 
J. A . Roll Pickering; I. D. W. Chant
Sempill ; K . M. D. Usher; D. N. Broadfoot; 
K . G. Legge; J. A. S. Russell 

CALEDONIAN BALL 

The Royal Caledonian Ball took place at Grosvenor 
House this year on Monday 12th May, the Regimental Set 
composed of: 

Lt Col P. W. Graham and Mrs. Graham 
Major D. M. Napier and Miss Lorna Wheeler 
Captain J . M. W. Stenhouse and Miss Mary Hunter-

Blair. 
Lieutenant M . Stuart and Miss Charlotte Murray 

TIGER AND SPHINX 

Unavoidably the subscription rate for the Regimental 
Magazine will go up to £1.50 per annum from 1st January 
1976, a Bankers Order is included in this issue. 

BEATING OF RETREAT 

The Massed Pipe and Drums and Regimental Bands of 
the Scottish Division Beat Retreat at Holyrood Park on 9th 
July in honour of the occasion qf the State Visit to Scotland 
of His Majesty The King of Sweden. The Regimental Pipes 
and Drums and Military Band were not present, being at 
the time in Singapore. The Regiment was represented on 
Parade by Pipe Major B. MacRae and Cpl Henderson and 
L/Cpl Kelly. Some ninety members of the Regiment attend
ed and although the weather was dull the rain held off until 
Retreat was over. 

The Retreat was attended by H.M . The Queen and H.M. 
The King of Sweden and many members of the Royal 
Family. . 

After Retreat a Reunion was held by all Regiments of 
the Scottish Division and was attended by H .M . The Queen, 
Prince Philip, The Prince of Wales, H.M . The Queen Mother 
and Lord L~uis Mountbatten. 

Unfortunately the rain came on and in consequence thr 
marquee was packed tight, the guests being unable to get 
out on to the lawn. 

Some seventy Officers and their families attended and 
the following Officers and their ladies had the honour of 
being presented to H.M . The Queen Mother: 

Brigadier The Lord Balerno; Colonel G. W. Bruce; Lieut
enant Colonels J. H. Stitt; F. J: C. Moffat; D . H. W. Brown; 
N. V . R. Simpson; Majors T . Adam; D . M. H. Du Boulay; 
Captains R. M . Kinghorn; H. M . Usher. 

In spite of the crowd it was a very successful evening. 

NOTICE FROM ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA 

Employment for a Retired Officer: 
"As you may or may not know, we have on the establish

ment here six Captains of Invalids who are retired officers, 
almost always with a Disability pension, who do various 
representational and light duties, help with the welfare of 
the In-Pensioners and so on. They get a small salary but are 
provided with rent-free houses or flats inside the Royal 
Hospital, free heating and lighting and various other 
perquisiites. 

Captains of Invalids are appointed for ten years in the 
first instance and may be extended up to the age of 70. As 
you will appreciate, therefore, the turnover is not rapid . In 
the past we seem to have relied on recruiting these gentle
men by word of mouth through friends; the Military 
Secretary has also kept a I ist of retired officers who have 
applied to be put on the waiting list. These methods do not 
appear to be adequate now, since· at the moment we have a 
vacancy and only two names, one of whom has already been 
interviewed, and, although a very nice man, is inlikely to 
prove acceptable for financial reasons. 

I feel sure that if the existence of the post of Captain 
of Invalids and the conditions of life here were much more 
widely known. we would have a considerable field of good 
and suitable retired officers to choose from when there is 
a vacancy. The existence of the post is already in Queen's 
Regulations but this is not a greatly read publication and 
the Officers' Association, who are also on the look-out for 
candidates, have not been able to come up with any runners 
as yet." 
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FEBRUARY 1975 
LVfHAM ~-t- ANNES 

Hello fri€vtds, 
You rernem ber fttat last »1ortfh5; fJb,ooo witmer 

ea111e fvom BradfOrd. 
We.//, wViere Is it!e lucky wi11ner coMiHg froWI ftett 

I'VlOYTth? 
lfs goiflg to lx!,a big 3Uvpri~. Soon. 9>Wl(Orte 

somewhere will be ~rv1119 ~at lo'k1y cw-.que ftat
froWl Ernies haV~ds. 

Eut if you're wt#tis mo~tf!s b~ wi~rrzr, reMeMW 
t11at FYen-1 ium l?of'td<.> give away over 4-mil/ioH P?un(j; 
eVery momh-a~d tw.more boWls yo() haVt11e be/fey 
vour dlal1ce>" of W'l"nrtc~g. -

i 
Watd\ wf for nett »1or#ts big wiwHer of #te, 

7~ooo jackp?t. 
Lm~. frof1.1 a{{ af-tke. DNSand fnu!~gorxt flKl< 

fvr~draw. 

P.$. For f~Arlher information 
Ask your Pa.vOffice c.-w~fu: 

The, ~f'Vt H.M. Forceg Savivtg~ Committee, 
Block B, G:ovemmmt Buildings, Lowlon f?oat.i 
St-anmo~ MicJti(e5t'X. HA 7 4PX.. ' 

Issued by the De portment for Notional Sovings london 

JARDINES 
The Scottish Regimental 

Tailors 

12'14 Forth Street 
Edinburgh, EH1 3LJ 

TELEPHONE: 031·556-6955 

STE\NARTS 
HOUSES 

AN INVESTMENT FOR BETTER 
LIVING 

SITES AVAILABLE AT 
ELLON, BALMEDIE AND 

BRIDGE OF DON 

STEWARTS ESTATES (ABERDEEN) 
LTD. 

38 Ellon Road, Bridge of Don, 
Aberdeen, AB2 8DA. Tel: 703361. 
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PERSONS AND PLACES 

SINGAPORE VISIT 

As Regimental Secretary I was delighted to be asked to 
visit the Battalion in July - it's one thing being invited but 
of course a different matter getting there, as one Ken Peters 
will be fully aware! After a week in London awaiting the 
pleasure of Services Booking Centre I finally made it with 
a bit of string pulling by Peter Graham from the AG's Office 
and left from Brize Norton on a VC 10 arriving at RAF 
Tengah 24 hours later via Cyprus and Gan . 

Although the week's wait in London was frustrating it 
was made very enjoyable by the hospitality od Dick Findlay 
Shirras, Pat Keogh, Peter and Allison Graham and Bill and 
Elizabeth MacFarlane. 

The eight days spent with the Battalion were most 
memorable and nostalgic - memorable because the Battalion 
leaves Singapore in November as the last British Battalion 
to be stationed there and nostalgic as I was transported 
back to the jungle bashing days of 1953/54. 

I was entertained most royally by my hosts, David and 
Sue Saunders and spent most evenings being dined and 
wined by my Regimen tal friends. 

On the invitation of RSM Greenhowe I went i:o the 
Sergeants Mess and enjoyed meeting old friends and making 
new acquaintances. We hope to see more of them at RHQ 
on their return to Fort George. 

It was fun being kitted out by RQMS Easson wit h Jungle 
Green for a helicopter trip into the Malayan Jungle with 
the CO to see the Junior NCOs cadre in action under 
Duncan Macdonald Haig. We landed in a Jungle Clearing, 
and although the tracks were well trodden as it was a Train
ing area, after an hour's wal k one was beginning to get back 
that ' Old Jungle Feeling'- Thank God no bandits!. 

Every morning I was shown some facet of Battalion life 
and was most impressed by the spirit and happiness through
out. The inter company football competition was being run 
each afternoon and created tremendous friendly rivalry 
among pl ayers and spectators alike. All ranks took part in 
the Company teams and from what I saw I think the Pipe 
Major could well help out Aberdeen's forward line. 

I came to t he end of my visit so quickly and was sorry 
to decline an invitation by Bob Hay and Jim Hutton to visit 
the night life in Boogie Street - they said "for a giggle" as 
this Street has also changed in the Singaporean clean up 
All Stars now being male artistes! 

Singapore has ceR\inly changed since my days are there 
are now huge Skyscraper flats and hotels everywhere but 
the Cricket Club and Padang haven't changed that much 
except for a Japanese War Memorial which seems to be 
oddly out of place. My thanks to all who were most kind 
and too numerous to mention individually for making my 
visit such a happy one. 

NOTTINGHAM VISIT 

I was pleased to represent the Regiment at a Guest Night 
of the 2nd Bn 51st Highland Volunteers at their Annual 
Camp at Ollerton Notts on Friday 13th June. At the Dinner 
a presentation w as made to the retiring Honorary Colonel 
Sir Donald Cameron of Lochiel. His successor Brigadier 
G. L. W. Andrews was also present. This was Neil Simpson's 
last camp as Commanding Officer as he takes over the 
appointment of TAVR Colonel on 1st February 1976. 
Congratulations Neil we trust your new appointment may 
be less arduous. 

The following day I had the pleasure of lunching with 
a Mrs. Storer in Nottingham who was the niece of Lieut
enant Colonel G. A . Smith who commanded the 4th 
Gordons 1914-18 and w as killed in 1918. The purpose of 
my visit was to receive from Mrs. Storer her Uncle's DSO 

and his personal Diaries. I found her to be a charming person 
and intensely interested in the Regiment and very anxious 
to meet anyone who might have known her Uncle. Colonel 
Reggie Lees was one of his subalterns and has promised to 
visit her when next in Nottingham at one of his Dinners. 

To round off his visit in the Nottingham area I was 
asked with 30 Gordon representatives of the 2/51 st 
Volunteers as guests of the Nottingham Association Branch 
to a Buffet Supper. I don't know how they managed to 
produce such a magnificent table but suspect it was a big 
scrounge by some of the old hands! A most excellent 
evening with no lack of pipers, all anxious to demonstrate 
their talent. 

ABERDEEN REUNION 

On 31st May we held the Regimental Reunion in the 
Hardgate and had a turnout of around 300. Unfortunately 
the organisation fell down regarding the provision of two 
bars, as only one was in operation for most of the meeting 
and this caused some congestion and complaints but never 
theless it was generally voted a good event where many old 
friends met again. It is proposed to hold another in the 
Spring of next year when the Battalion is home and it is 
guaranteed t hat irksome mistakes will not happen this time. 

ABERDEEN UNION 

On 7th June we saw Malcolm Ross take the vows to 
Maureen Leith at Belhelvie Church and afterwards at 
Gordon Barracks. Steve Duggan, 2/51 doing the honours 
as Best Man gave a most humerous Speech . 

When in Singapore I saw Maureen and Malcolm quite a 
lot, and they are thoroughly enjoying their "working 
honeymoon" . · 

48th HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA VISIT 

We were pleased to welcome to Aberdeen Major John 
Brown and Lieutenant Neil MacNaughton and 15 Cadets 
of the 48th Highlanders of Canada on 13th and 14th July, 
over for 2 weeks visit to Scotland. They raised money 
themselves to pay for their fares etc. and their turnout and 
bearing was a credit to our affiliated Regiment. On Sunday 
13th they were the guests of the Colonel of the Regiment 
at Gordon Castle and left expounding the delights of a 
Scottish afternoon tea and the pounds of strawberries given 
to them by their hosts. 

They visited RHQ on Monday and left to join the 
Gordon Battalion ACF Camp at Garelochhead, very happy 
with their Aberdeen visit. I have since received a letter from 
John Brown from Toronto saying "the hospitality of the 
Gordons was fantastic". 

YOUNG OFFICER VISITS 

We are awaiting a visit of our two latest commissions 
into the Regiment, Keith Legge (Reg C) and David Broad
foot (SAC). They have been fortunate enough to have the 
rules bent to allow them to start their careers with the 
Battalion in Singapore. 

Our "South African Protegee" David Peddle is going to 
Sandhurst 3rd September and we hope that red tape will 
work in sufficient time for him to obtain his naturalisation 
by the time he gains his commission in March 1976. 

STAFF COLLEGE CANDIDATES 

For the first time ever we are in the unique position of 
having 6 Officers either at present in the Staff College or 
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ROYAL 

SCOTLAND 

TELEPHONE: BANCHORY 2347 

OPENING HOURS FROM 11 a.m. TO 2.30 p .m. AND 
5 p .m. TO 10 p.m . 

FOR ACCOMMODATION HOT AND COLD IN ALL 
BEDROOMS 

LUNCHES FROM 12.30 p .m. TO 1.30 p .m . 

AFTERNOON TEAS FROM 3 p .m . TO 4 p.m. 

HIGH TEAS 5.15 p.m. TO 6 .30 p .m . 

DANCING SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8 p .m. TO 11 p.m . 

BINGO TUESDAY, FRIDAY, SUNDAY - 7.30 p .m . 

WINTER MONTHS BRIDGE WEDNESDAY 7.30 p .m . 

ALSO TELEVISION LOUNGE- LARGE CAR PARK AT CLUB ENTRANCE 

r 
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due to enter after completing long courses at the Military 
College of Science, Shrivenham. They are:-

M2jor:Aiista ir Cumming Staff College Malaya 
Finishing November 1975. 

Major Gavin Peebles Staff College Pakistan 
Finishing December 1975. 

Maj or John Urquhart Staff College Camberley 
Finishing December 1975. 

Major Richard Ord Staff College Camberley 
Finishing December 1976. 

Major Derek Napier RMCS Shrivenham Jan 1975-
Dec 1975 and Camberley 
Finishing December 1976 

Captain Geo rge Kennedy RMCS Shrivenham Oct 1975-
Dec 1976 and Camberley 
Finishing December 1977. 

ABOYNE GOLF 

The Spring Meeting was held at Aboyne on Monday 
28th April and we had good weather, good company and 
al ltogether a good outing. 

Colonel Tony Bruce handed over the prizes that went 
to the following: -

Scratch Open Medal 

Regimental Ch allenge Cup 

Regimental Handicap
Pot o' the North 

Stableford Open 

Stableford Foursomes 

Seniors 18 
Pettie 

Winner 
Runner Up 
Winner 
Runner Up 
Winner 
Runner Up 
Winner 
Runner Up 
Winners 

Runners Up 

Winner 
Winner 

C. M . Grant 
J. Strachan 
R. S. Hunter Blair 
K. J . Irvine 
R. Kinghorn 
I. Bruce 
M. N . B. N. Ross 
I. Sutherland 
R. S. Hunter Blair 
& C. M. Grant 
R. S. Milne 
& I . Bruce 
K . Kenworthy 
A . Addison 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE CLUB GOLF 

The Spring Meeting took place at Muirfield from Monday 
12th May - Wednesday 14th May and we were rather un
fortunate weather-wise and sad to record again that we were 
beaten in both competitions. Under the new rules (in which 
Regiments play on a Knock-out basis for both the Martin 
Holt Cup and the Fort George Cup with teams of eight and 
the same team can play in each competition) we were out
played by the experts - our only winner in the Martin Holt 
being Sandy Smith. 

However, Dick Lamb won the Elsmie Cup and it was 
good to see it returned to the. Regiment from the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders. It was a pity that there weren't 
more competitors in this competition for Young Serving 
Officers and it is hoped that he will have much stiffer 
competition next year within the Battal ion! 

Results : 
Martin Holt Cup 

Fort George Cup 

Winners 
Runners Up 
Winners 
Runners Up 

A. & S.H . 
Q. O.H . 
Q.O.H. 
A. & . S.H. 

Dick Lamb and Reggie Hunter Blair won the Foursomes 
and were winner and runner up respectively of a separate 
singles competition and Reggie was also runner up in the 
Stableford singles, so at least we figured in the Prize List. 

FUTURE GOLF MEETINGS 

1. The Regimental Autumn Meeting will take place at 
Aboyne on Monday 13th October 1975. All ranks and 
guests will be most welcome as usual. Cost of the day in
clusive of coffee, lunch, green fees etc. - £3.75. 
2. The Highland Brigade Club/Highland Division Golf 
Meeting will take place at Gleneagles Saturday/Sunday 
25th/26th October 1975. 

Anyone that can attend the above meetings please 
inform RHQ in the event that they are not in the normal 
distribution list. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Editor 
The Tiger and Sphinx 

Dear Editor 

The Cedars 
Bartholomew Street 
Hythe, Kent CT21 5BY 
12th July 1975 

:iegimental Memorials 
In 1923, th~ 1st Battalion was stationed on the East 

bank of the Bosphorus at Kalamis and Feneraki. close to 
the junction of the Sea of Marmora and the Gulf of lsmid. 
On the same shore and about five mi les away at Scutari 
now Uskudar, are situated Sel imiye Barracks where Florence 
Nightingale nursed during the Crimea War and the Cemetary 
where the casualties were buried. There is also a later period 
Services Section and a Civil ian Section since there are a 
considerable number of British residents in Turkey. 

The Battalion had completed two tours in Turkey, 
April 1920 to November 1921 and from September 1922 
to September 1923, and it w as decided to erect a Memorial 
to commemorate our casualties of these two tours. An 
excellent Postcard w as produced of the Memorial; and I 
believe Lieut K . C. Davidson was present at the unveiling. 

In 1973, I could only pay a hurried visit and having 
gone without a copy of the Postcard, was unable to find 
the Memorial in the time; but in 1975 I returned more 
leisurely and having produced the Postcard to the Curator 
he guided me direct to the Stone. 

After 50 years it is in very good condition but in some 
instances the infiliing of the lettering has fallen out. I do 
not think it would be expensive to have it replaced. 

This later period cemetary lies in the East part of the 
ground 
and to its East has a large Memorial f.tanked on the North 
by our Stone and on the South by a Stone to those who 
fell in South Russia, the Army of the Black Sea and Thrace. 

While walking round, I came on the Grave of L!C 
Morrine which like ail the others is in perfect condition. 

To the West and overlooking, the Bosphorus, in full view 
of Istanbul, there still stands the tall Crimea Memorial with 
a graceful Angel at each corner. On the side facing Istanbul, 
a plaque has been added at a later date to commemorate 
Florence Nightingale and later casualties. 

From the photograph, it will be seen that other Stones 
and Crosses have been replaced by the standard War Graves 
Commission inscribed stones. The low stone wall behind 
our Stone in the Postcard no longer shows and I think our 
Stone has been turned through 90~ It stands alone and is 
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Quitea~art 
from mititacy 
. ·'. models ... 

BY APPOINTM ENT TO 

For two centuries Garrard have been 

noted for superb military models and 

trophies in sterling silver. But the 

long-established Garrard reputation 

for excellence covers many other 

examples of rare and precious workmanship. 

At the Garrard showrooms you will find 

exquisite modern and antique 

jewellery. The finest watches in 
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in a position of honour. 
As one of the few visitors from the Regiment I took the 

liberty of expressing our thanks in the Visitors' Book for 
the great care and attention expended on the site. I am glad 
to say there was no sign of any damage as had beeo reported 
in the daily press in 1939. 

I recently visited a very old church near Rogate Sussex 
at Trotton. The bridge over the river beside the church was 
built by de Camoys who commanded the right wing at 
Agincourt and who with his wife lies buried in the church. 

I was interested to see a Memorial Stone to two brothers 
Richard Hay Twyford, Madras Staff Corps 1868 and Albert 
Fraser Twyford, Lieut of H.M. 75 Regt, 18th July q868 
aged 26. 

You may like to have this for archives. 

Dear Editor 

Yours sincerely 
J. R. Johnston 

Lieutenant Colonel G. N. Ross 
21st June 1975 

In perusing the Feb/Mar 75 issue of the Tiger and 
Sphinx, I was most interested to read on page 5 "Uniforms" 
that Claymores are wanted. 

Is the Regiment putting on a pageant of the battles of 
Killiecrankie or at Culloden. The latter must be the last 
battle in which Claymores were used in action. As far as I 
know, no Regular Highland Regiment ever carried Clay
mores, but in many of the earlier regiments all ranks, in 
addition to musket and bayonet Vl!ere equipped with 

Basket-hilted Broadswords. These are now confined to 
Officers, WO's I and certain full rank NCOs. Up to the 
start of World War II the Pipe-Majors of the Gordon 
Highlanders always wore swords in full dress. Should they 
not be re-armed? 

I know that the " Yellow Peril"- if still in use, uses the 
word "Claymores". This was commented on when it first 
arrived in India, in early 1933 I think. 11; was then felt that 
one of the two authors, now alas dead, was too senior and 
too dangerous to be criticised. 

The Claymore - Cleagh Mhor - if you like or Great 
Sword is a two-handled, cross-hilted sword with a double
t. iged blade about five feet long. I imagine that the owner 
ot one, in order to preserve his strength and vigour for the 
fight, would have employed a caddy during the approach 
march! Anyway the object of this letter is to suggest that 
as we are a Highland Regiment we should take care to be 
accurate in the terminology of Highland Weapon·s. 

In particular we should watch this in our Regimental 
Magazine. The Tiger and Sphinx now circulates in many 
continents. In these there are many people of Highland 
descent who take a great interest in and are very know· 
ledgeable of their native background. 

I am sure that they will be as pleased as I am to learn · 
that there is now a demand for the Great Sword, be it as an 
answer to the nuclear threat, to left wing militants or just 
for pageants. 

From:· Major FVD Matt 

Yours sincerely 
(SGD) G. N. Ross 

1st Cadet Bn The Gordon Highlanders ACF 
TAVR Centre 
Fonthill Road 
Aberdeen 
17th June 1975 

Regimental Headquarters 
The Gordon Highlanders 
Viewfield Road 
Aberdeen 

Dear Ken 
The Banffshire cadet Company whilst carrying out 

Adventure Training during the past week discovered that 
the camp site they had chosen bore a plaque statina that 
the 1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders had camped ther.e in 
1925. 

I believe this camp site to have been occupied when the 
Battalion marched from Fort George, or so my 'old Sweat' 
Gordons tell me. 

The camp site is at BRI DGHAUGH on the CABRACH 
Road at GriaRef 341358 (Sheet 29, 1 inch to 1 mile) . 

It is funny to think of young Gordon cadets sleeping 
on the ground where fifty years ago their forefathers slept. 

I pass this information to you belie~o~ing that it might be 
of interest to readers of the T iger and Sphinx. 

Yours sincerely, 
(SGD) Francis 

Extract from a letter from Capt J . W. Mills RE, 16 
Merlin Avenue, larkfield East Mailing, Near Maidstone, 
Kent, to Colonel J. R. Johnston. 

It was at POLA that Brig de Winton was murdered. The 
actual date I cannot remember. 

I joined Brig de Winton's Brigade (13th Infantry) in 
Germany at Einbeck. We became an lndependant Brigade 
as we were part of the old 7 Div (5 Div), and then pro
ceeded to Trieste which had been vacated by 1st (Mailed 
Fist) Div who went to Palestine. 
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After a few months in Trieste, we moved to Pola to 
supervise the ratification of the peace treaty, that is to say, 
handing of Pola over to Yugoslavia from the Italians. The 
Italians were moving out but were obviously reluctant to 
go. 

Brig de Winton had a habit of arriving at Brigade Head
quarters at the same time every morning and turning out 
the Quarter Guard to inspect them and invariably tear strips 
out of them. The Brigade Staff including myself as B.O.W.O. 
always watched this from the windows of Headquarters. 

This particular morning, the Guard was provided by the 
2nd Essex. 

The local pop~lation were very interested in the pro
cedure every morning and gathered to watch. It was from 
this gathering that Maria Pasquinello stepped out and 
gunned him down from point blank range. It all happened 
so quickly that the poor unfortunate Guard. Commander 
had no chance to stop her. He did manage to arrest her and 
she made no attempt to get away. I remember the Brigadier 
attempting to pull himself up and manage· to shout 'Get Her' 
despite his serious injuries. He certainly was a very brave 
and tough man and was admired by all the Brigade Staff. 
Desp~te his fiery ways, he was a very good Brigadier to work 
with and his knowledge of how the Corps Services worked 
was outstanding. You couldn't pull the wool over his eyes. 

The awful tragedy was was that his young wife hadn't 
long joined him in Pola, as at this time, families were first 
allowed to join the Brigade. 

What stands out in my mind was that exactly the same 
time on the next morning, the G.O.C. 1st Arm'd Div came 
in (I think his name was Gen Llewellyn, not quite sure) and 
turned the Guard out, and very slowly and deliberately in
spected the Guard. I thought it was a very brave act. 

Sorry I cant give the dates but feel certain it was during 
the period May/June 1948 but I might be wrong. 

Letter to The Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion The 
Gordon Highlanders: 

Lt Col D. Saunders 

2876641 
Ralph Preston 
124 Tenth Avenue 
Inglewood WA 605Z 
3rd March 1975 

1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 

Sir 
May I take this opportunity of expressing to you my 

very sincere and profound gratification in once again listen
ing to and witnessing a very fine performance by the 
Regimental Band, Pipes and Drums of the 1st Bn The 
Gordon Highlanders. 

As a former Warrant Officer in the 1st Bn I was really 
impressed with the standard and bearing on p arade com
bined with the rendition of wel l known tunes which brought 
back memories of Retreats and Tattoos in Edinburgh and 
Aldershot. 

I served in "A" Coy, 1st Bn, with your father at Redford 
Barracks in 1935, 1936 and 1937 subsequent ly moving to 
HQ Cov under Major Hunter-Blair as Transport NCO and 
Carrier Platoon Sergeant when we were mechanised and 
proceeded to France in 1939. being fortunat e enough to 
get out of St. Valery the Battalion and the 51st H D were 
reformed and I was at Seton Park. 

Perhaps you may mention to your father t hat with the 
aid of maps and other materials brought back ·i+ w as of 
some assistance in plotting the activities of t he - 1st af t er 
we had left the Maginot line. ' 

I understand that the son of M. H. Du Boulay is serving 
with you. He was my Company Commander "B" Coy at 
El Alamein and I would appreciate it if you would forward 
my best regards to his mother and father from my wife and 
I. 

I left the Battalion to go to Divisional HQ and on return 
to the UK with the Division and on being commissioned 
eventually served with the Royal Scots in Burma and Singa
pore. After several staff appointments I was seconded to the 
Malay Regiment at Port Dickson and pending my discharge 
which I elected to be in Australia served in Nee Soon where 
my wife and family were in Married Quarters. 

I am returning my Sporran Top which I t rust may be 
used once again to some advantage. The disposal of th is will 
be at your discretion but if you see fit dan ate same to some 
worthy NCo on promotion. 

My grateful thanks is also extended to the Officers, WO's, 
NCO's and men whom I have met here. A Public Relations 
exercise well done in manner prescribed and in accordance 
with the best traditions of the Regiment. 

Should you have a Regimental Journal or other data 
relative to the Battalion I would be pleased to receive same 
at your convenience. 

My best regards to your father and it would be pleasant 
to know of any others who may still be around . 

Rest assured that I shall never forget the trials and 
tribulation, the good and the bad of my former associates 
in peace and war. Bydand. 

Sincerely yours 
(SGD) Ralph Preston 

MUSEUM 
We are very grateful to all those who kindly sent us articles of kit which are great ly appreciated . 

CQMS W. Blackhall 

Lieut Colonel 
D. C. D. Munro 

Major W. Craig 

MEDALS 

1914-15 Star, 1914-18 G.S., 
Victory Medal, Territorial 
Efficiency Medal (Mr Christie) 

DSO with bar, MC, DCM, 
1914-15 Star, 1914-18 G.S., 
Victory Medal, Defence Medal, 
Victory Medal, Russian Order of 
St. George ( Lt Col I C S Munro) 
MBE, 1914 Star, 1914-18 G.S., 
Victory Medal, 1939-45 Star, 
Victory Medal, LSCG, King 
George V Jubilee, Territorial 
Efficiency Medal (His Widow 
Mrs Craig) 

Sgt J. Lorimer 1914-15 Star, 1914-18 G.S. , 

Major R. W. MacDonald 

Lieut Colonel 
H. I. Bradshaw 

Pte P. G. Billet 

Victory Medal , Ter ri:torial 
Efficiency Medal (Mrs. W. 
Shepherd) 
MBE, Defence Medal, Vic tory 
Medal, Malaya G.S., Queen 
Elizabeth II Coronation, LSGC 
(By Himself) 

1914-18 G.S., Victory Medal, 
Indian G.S. wi t h bar Mohmand 
1933, 1939-45 Star, F ra nee and 
Germany Star, Defence Medal, 
Victory Medal, King George VI 
Coronation Medal (R ev H. M. 
Lopdeii-Bradshaw) 
1914-18 G.S., Victory Medal 
(Mrs. E. Herbert) 
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM MEDAL AND SILVER ROOM 
By Courtesy of Studio Morgan, Aberdeen 
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LieutColonel G. A. Smith DSO, 1914-15 Star, 1914-18 
G.S. (Mrs. Storer) 

Capt W. Gilmour MC, 1914-15 Star, 1914-18 G.S., 
Victorv Medal (His Widow Mrs. 
Gilmour) 

Lieut Colonel 
J. W. F. Blackater 
DSO, TD 

Presented a Japanese sword 
which was presented to 116 
Regiment (The Gordon High
landers) R.A .C. (9th Bn) by the 
JAT Regiment. Also another 
Sword captured by the Regiment 
in Burma. 

OBITUARIES 

CAPTAIN J. de B. STANSFIELD, MC, DL 

Captain John Stansfield died at his home Dunninald, 
Montrose, on 9th July 1975, his memorial service was held 
at Montrose on Wednesday 23rd July. 

The Regiment has been lucky in that so many "sons of 
the Regiment" . have followed in their fathers' footsteps and 
often added more lustre to a memory, Johnnie Stansfield 
was one of such . 

He joined the 2nd Bn from Oxford University in 1928 
and in 1930 he became A.D. C. and Private Secretary to the 
High Commissioner and Commander-in-Chief in Iraq . In 
1933 when he inherited the estate of Dunninald, Montrose, 
he went on to t he Reserve of Officers and became a director 
of a Salmon Fish ing f irm and ultimately President of the 
Scottish District Salmon Fishing Boards. He himself, was a 
keen fisherman and a good shot. 

On the outbreak of World War II, he rejoined the Regi
ment and was posted to the 1st Bn in which he became a 
Company Commander. In those six months of Active 
Service before being taken prisoner at St. Valery, he gave 
distinguished service for which he received the Military 
Cross. 

He was a thoroughly efficient officer and most popular 
wi th both his brother off icers and the men. When released 
f rom being a p r isoner of war, it was only natural that he 
shou ld wish to retire from the Army and return to the 
family horne at his beloved Dunninald. He resumed his 
work with his Salmon F ishing f i rm and the Association 
for the protection of Salmon in Scotland . 

His obituary notice in "The Times" paid great tribute 
to his personality as Chairman and an appreciation of his 
work over a long period on t he Board. 

Our sincere sympat hy goes out to his family- to his wife 
Molly and their two sons John and Martin. 

Son John also served in the 1st Battalion as a National 
Service 2nd Lt 1954/55 and has succeeded his father in the 
family firm. 

Rev. MELVILLE DINWIDDIE, CBE, DSO, MC, DO 

It is not given to everyone to make three different 
spheres of l ife equally successf ul - the Army, the Church, 
the~- .C. True, coming f rom a manse, his first thoughts were 
towa · the Ministry but like many young men of the pre-
191 vintage he was pitchforked into the Army to play his 
dangerous part with the 1st Battal ion unt il the autumn of 
1916 by wh ich time he was already on the Staff, a post he 
returned to witil the War Of fice once hostil ities were over. 
I recall him especially re-visiting us just before Arras in 
April 1917 when we were altogether. Detail is not possible 
but h is record was unique: t he Mil itary Cross in 1915, the 
Distinguished Service Order early in 1917, the OBE in 1919 
with six mentions in despatches- these speak volumes. He 
retired from the Army in 1924. 

In 1925 Melville Dinwiddie, after further training at 
Edinburgh University was ordained and became Minister of 
St. Machar's Cathedral in Aberdeen, in Gordon country. 

His interest in men in the Army was sustained for he became 
Chaplain to the local Territorial units, a post he was loath 
to relinquish even after his new appointment-indeed it was 
not until 1935 that I succeeded him as Chaplain in 
Aberdeen. 

In 1933, Sir John Reith, f i rst Director General of the 
BBC appointed him BBC Scottish Controller, a.post he held 
until 1957. The honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from 
Edinburgh University and the CBE are later and non-military 
additions to his early honours. 

Dr. ANGUS N. MacPHAIL 

Angus MacPhail joined the 2nd Bn as M.O. when it was 
stationed at Otley at the end of 1943 and served with it 
until he was demobbed in 1946. In the Bn's first action in 
Normandy, the attach Southwards from Cheux towards the 
River Odon, Angus was awarded the MC for gall antry; to 
quote the Regimental History - "The work of Captain 
Macphail, the Medical Officer and his stretcher bearers, won 
the admiration of all ." - and so it was to continue until the 
end of the war. No Bn could have had a more devoted M.O. 
and all who served with h im will agree that he became what 
might well be called a "legend in his own right" within the 
Bn. Indeed a great character and one whom it was a privilege 
to know. 

After his demobilisation in 1946 Angus became a 
lecturer at Glasgow University befor being appointed 
Professor of Public Health at Khartoum. In 1958 he 
returned to this country and became Senior Lecturer at 
Leeds University until his retirement in 1974. 

He is survived by his wife and daughter to whom we 
extend our deepest sympathy. 

Mr. PETER Ml L TON 

Ex 2875799 CQMS Peter Milton died in The Fleming 
Hospital Aberlour, on 18th May 1975. 

He and his brother James both joined the Regiment in 
1933, they served with the 2nd Battalion and were taken 
prisoner in Singapore. James died as a Pr isoner of War but 
Peter survived and came back to Speyside to Craigellachie, 
he originally came from Aberlour. 

To his widow and brothers and sisters who have survived 
him we offer our deepest sympathy . 

Mr. GEORGE T. RONALD 

Ex CSM George T. Ronald died in Perth Royal I nfirmary 
on 23rd June 1975. 

George enlisted in the Gordon Highlanders as a Young 
Soldier in 1918, and, on completion of training, served in 
the 2nd Battalion before being posted to the Regimental 
Depot for a tour of tluty in rank of Sergeant. He j oined the 
1st Battalion, in Secli_nderabad in 1927 and was employed 
as Officers' Mess Caterer. In 1938, he took his discharge 
with twenty years service and entered the Civil Service as 
a Clerical Officer in T~ Infantry Records Office, Perth . 

At the outbreak of ~?rid War II, although in a reserved 
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occupation, George volunteered for active service, and was 
eventually accepted for the Royal Corps of Signals, in which 
he served until the end of hostilities, when he was demob-· 
bed and reposted to the Infantry Record Office as an 
Executive Officer. 

When Ceylon was granted lndependance, George was 
appointed to a GS Commission, and completed a tour of 
duty in Colombo, where he was employed with The Royal 
Army Pay Corps in the winding up of the British Admin
istration . He returned to the Infantry Records Office Perth 
holding the rank oi Honorary Captain. 

When the Infantry Records Office moved to York in 
1964, he was posted to The Highland Brigade Depot at 
Gordon Barracks, where he was employed in the Pay Office 
until he finally retired to Pension. 

To his wife and family. we extend our deepest sympathy 
At the Funeral Service, Associations were represented 

by Col J . R. Stitt, MC; Major J. Mcintosh, MBE,MC; 
Mr. G. G. Cobb, Mr. P. Forbes, and Mr. R. Stark. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
ANGUS WILLIAM MACDONALD, MC, TO, JP. 

Lieutenant Colonel Angus William Macdonald, MC, TD, 
JP, died at his home in Buckie on 9th August, 1975 after a 
long illness. 

Originally a gunner, joining in 1940, he was commission
ed to the Royal Scots Fusiliers and while serving with this 
Regiment towards the end of the fighting in Europe he was 
wounded and won the Military Cross. 

He joined the 5/6th Battali on The Gordon Highlande rs 
as a Company Commander when the Territorial Army was 
reformed and served with this Batta l ion and later with the 
3rd Battalion which was formed by the amalgamation of 
the 5/6th and 4/7th Bat tal ions. 

In 1963 he was appointed Commandant of the Army 
Cadet Force in the Counties of Aberdeen , Banff, Ki nca rdi ne 
and the City of Aberdeen . He retired from this appoint
ment in 1968 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

After the war men were invited to join the Territorial ~ 
Army and to be " twice-a-citizen". This challenge Angus J 
Macdonald accepted in full measure . Apart from his family 
responsibilit ies and those of h is civilian professi on he not 
only contributed a great dea l to the spirit and wellbeing of 
the Territorial Army over a long period of years bit in ad 
dition volunteered his serv ices to the community at large. 
He will be remembered by all who new hi.m for the quiet 
and unassuming help, guidance and friendship he offered 
and for the serv ice he gave in such measure to the Army , in 
war and peace, to the Army Cadet Force and to the many 
organisations and individuals who sought his advice and 
help. 

LOCATION AND GAZETTES 

LOCATION OF GORDON HIGHLANDERS A/Major R D Ord 1 Gordons 

Brigadier J J H Simps_on Indian National Defence A/Major J R Urquhart Staff College Camberley 

College, Delhi A/Major D H White 1 Gardens 

Colonel R C B Chancellor, Captai n E J T Coggle HQ 24 Airportable Bde 

MBE MOD London Captain A I 0 Forbes 1 Gordons 

Lieutenant Colonel Captain I D S Forsyth 1 Gordons 

A TC Brown RCB Westbury Captain (QM) R S Hay, 

Lieutenant Colonel Defence Attache Rome 
MBE, BEM 1 Gordons 

D H W Brown, MC (Designate) Captai n A Heffren RRT 

Lieutenant Col one I Captai n A I G Kennedy 1 Gordons 

P W Graham, MBE MOD London Captain K I H Lumsden 22 Army Cadet Trg Team 

Colonel Captain M N B N Ross 1 Gardens 

J R A MacMillan OBE MOD London Captain I F Stewart 1 Gordons 

Lieutenant Colonel J Neish HQ UKLF att HQ South Captai n R D Strachan , MBE 1 Gordons 

West District Captain M P Taitt Scottish Infantry Depot 

Lieutenant Colonel (Bridge of Don ) 

DGB saunders Gordons Capta in (QM) CD Thew Un ion Defence Force 

Lieutenant Colonel Captai n J G Kerr, MA lTC 

R A Nixon, MC HQ Berlin lnf Bde Captai n C E Price 2/5 1 (H) Volun teers 
Major D M H du Boulay HQ Scottish Division Capt R A Lamb 1 Gordons 
Major A M Cumming Malaysian Armed Forces Capt A G T ait att 1 Gardens 

Staff College Capt J M W Stenhou se RMAS 
Major T H G Duke lnf Trials and Development Capt A D MacDonald-

Unit Haig 1 Gordons 
Major J T B Durbin, MBE 2/52 Lowland Volunteers Capt I D W Chant-
Major M L Dunbar, MBE R & LS North East District Sempill ADC HQ Scotland 
Major R S Fawcus 1 Gordons Lieutenant D L Connon 1 Gordons 
Major D M Napier Royal Military College of Lieutenant A J M Durcan 1 Gordons 

Science Lieutenant J B Hutton 1 Gordons 
Major N F MOxley HQ Lowlands Capt L 0 Rhodes 1 Gardens 
Maj or Sir P B Redwood Lieutenant S C Mac Donald 1 Gardens 

Bt (KOSB) 1 Gordons Capt M F Smith 1 Gordons 
Major I McK Robertson HQ Northern Ireland Lieu tenant W R P Wall ace 1 Gordons 
Major R C I Robinson Scottish fnfantry Depot 2/Lieutenant A J Maitl and-

(Bridge of Don) Makgiii-Crichton Gardens 
Major AN MeL Scott, MBE HQ4Di" 2/Lieutenant E D J Chalmers JIB Shorncl iffe 
Major R D L Smart MOD Lcindon 2/Lieutenant G A I rvine-
Major C H Van der Noot 1 Gordo·ns Fortesque 1 Gardens 
Major W D R West 22SA~ 2/Lieutenant R J M Paxman Scottish Infantry Depot 
Major G H Peebles Staff College Pakistan (Bridge of Don) 
Major A W Duncan 1 Gru::aons 2/Lieutenant M Stuart 82 AYT 
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2/ Lieu tenant N J Sutton 
2/1 ieutenant A N Stewart 

1 Gordons 
Scottish Infantry Depot 

2/Lieutenant P L W Whiteside 1 
2/Lieutenant 0 E Broadfoot 1 
2/ Lieutenant K G Legge 1 

( Glencorse) 
Gordons 
Gordons 
Gordons 

GAZETTE 

Regular Army 
Lt Col R W Smith (112974) retires on retired pay, 3 Jan 
1975 
The undermentioned Captains to be Majors 30 June 1975 

A W Duncan (474396) 
J R Urquhart (472639) 

The undermentioned Lts to be Capts 25 July 1975 
R A Lamb (487528) 

J M W Stenhouse (487586) 
Special Reg. Commns.-

2nd Lt AN Stewart (496337) to be Lt 30 June 1975 
2nd Lt N J Sutton (496339) to be Lt 30 June 1975 

Short Serv. Commn.-
2nd Lt R J M Paxman (495566) to beLt 10 March 1975 

Reg Commn (Subject to confirmation)-
Keith George Legge (499740) 

Special Reg. Commn. (Subject to confirmation)
David Norman Broadfoot (499889) 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 

Class 11-
Maj R 0 Buchan, TO (463253) from TAVR, Group A, 

2/51 Highland to be Maj 1st November 1974. 

1st BATTALION NOTES 
EDITORIAL 

In recent issues the editorial for Tiger and Sphinx has 
provided a resume of events in The 1st Battalion over the 
6 months since the previous edition. Although this has pro
vided a good potted history it has been neither a true edit
orial nor has it made particularly interesting reading. In this 
edition therefore we have left to the companies and depart
ments the task of describing in detail the events of the last 
six months, and have selected as our editorial theme the 
subject of The Gordon Highlanders and the Far East . 

Few Regiments in the British Army can have been so 
closely associated with Singapore and the Far East over the 
last 35 years as the Gordons. When the Union Jack is finally 
lowered at Headquarters UK Force at the end of this year, 
it is fitting that the last Infantry Battalion to serve in Sing
apore should be t he Gordons. 

In this period the connection between the Gordons and 
South East As ia begins in 1937 when the 2nd Battalion was 
posted to Singapore. They had 3'h years of peace before 
the first Japanese bombs fell on Singapore Island, signalling 
the start of the Far East War. That war cost the Regiment 
dearly-nearly four hundred Officers and men died in the 
vain defence of Singapor and Malaya and in the four years 
of subsequent captivity. To-day, as we drive through Malay
sia towards Mersing one hundred miles Nortll of Singapore 
on the east coast, t he pill boxes and bunkers down that 

'The Borneo Confrontation' began in 1963. Two years later, 
in Feb 1965, The Gordons arrived in Singapore to begin 
their jungle training. The Borneo Confrontation called for 
all the qualities which had won the Regiment such praise 
in Malaya. Patrols of two or three weeks duration, moving 
over steep and densely wooded country, called for tremend· 
ous endurance. It was a tense war, where enemy contacts 
were few, but always imminent. 

The Battalions' tour in Borneo was split into two parts. 
For the first five months they were based in the Tawau 
area. After a months break they then moved to Sarawak in 
October 1965, where they remained until February 1966. 
It is not possible to condense the history of the Borneo 
campaign here for the Battalion was dispersed over 
enormous areas, supported almost entirely by helicopter 
or boats. Thus each company has a story of its own, each 
with different experiences, each deserving a place in the 
Regiments' history. 

In 1973 the Regiment returned to the Far East again, 
this time to Singapore, and Nee Soon Camp. For the first 
time there seemed no prospect of active service and the 
Battalion, although heavily committed in a training role, 
could spend some time in exploring the rapidly developing 
countries of South East Asia. 

Singapore in 1975 is a vastly changed city from that 
which Gordons saw in 1941, 1951 and 1965. Where once 
there were kampongs, jungle and swamp, towering office 

vital road remai n as a rough memorial of the men who 
fought their way back to Singapor in those early days of 
1942. 

___ -· .. I;>Jpcks_h1J~nQW sprung up. Hotels, high flats and expensive 

The post war Regiment did not have long to wait before 
returning to the Far East. The Communist emergency in 
Malaya was at its height when the 1st Battalion arrived in 
1951 . The next 3 years saw the Battalion in action through
out Malaya in the long campaign to drive out the terrorists. 
Patience, vigilance, immense stamina and courage were 
needed in ample measure in that campaign, against an enemy 
well versed in the arts of jungle fighting. For the first 3 
months the Batta lion was based in the Kuantan area, but in 
August they moved north to Tapah in Perak state. Here the 
Battalion remained until May 1952, when they returned to 
Singapore for 2 months for rest and retraining. From July 
1952 until their departure from Malaya in March 1954 the 
Battalion operated in the Tampin area on the west coast. 

At the close of the Battalion's tour in Malaya they had 
achieved a justifiably high reputation, but at a price: five 
officers, two NCO's and twelve soldiers died. 

After a gap of eleven years and for the third time the 
1st Battalion found itself required again to fight in defence 
of South East Asia. The newly created state of Malaysia 
was threatened by the militant actions of Indonesia. The 
so called 'Undeclared War' or to give it its official title 

cars can be seen everywhere. Singapore may have lost a 
great deal of its old colonial charm and identity, but it is 
fast consolidating it' s new identity as the commercial centre 
in a rapidly expanding market. 

Given these changes there are still signs of the Regiment's 
sacrifice in the Far East. The Presbyterian Church with its 
stained glass memorial window dedicated in 1954 and two 
memorial plaques. One to Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Lyon, 
DSO, MBE and the other to Captain G C Caulfield. The 
Kranji War Memorial Cemetery remains on its quiet hillside 
set back from the roar and bustle of traffic on the Bukit 
Timah Road. To these places todays Gordon Highlander, 
has come and thought and remembered. As our farewell to 
Singapore and as a farewell to those earlier Gordons, who 
fought and died not only for their own country but for the 
future of Malaya and Singapore, the Battalion will hold its 
last parade in South East Asia at Kranji on 12th September 
1975. It is a sad reflection on modern life that memories 
grow shorter. We, the Regiment of 1975 will remember 
what the Regiment of yesteryear achieved for this corner 
of the world so far from home. We can but hope that those 
who live here, and whose present pN;~Sperity in no small 
way was built on the sacrifice of so many Gordon High· 
landers, will also remember. 
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CAPTAIN A D STRACHAN MBE 

,. 

To the great delight and satisfaction of the whole 
Regiment Captain Bob Strachan was awarded the MBE 
in the Queens Birthday Honours list. 

Captain Strachan joined the Gordon Highlanders in 
1950. Between then and 1968, when he became RSM of 
the 1st Battalion, he served in Germany, Kenya, Swaziland, 
Borneo and Cyprus as well as in the United Kingdom. For 
two years, (1968-70) Bob served as RSM in Minden before 
being commissioned in September 1970. 1971 saw the 
Battalion back in Cyprus, this time wearing the blue beret 
of the United Nations. During this tour, so different from 
the Battalion's previous experiences of Cyprus, Bob served 
as MTO. He remained MTO throughout the Battalion's 
first tour in Ulster, and took over f rom the late Major MAC 
Stephens as Families Officer and PRI in October 1972. 

The next year was a hard one for the Battalion, and 
particularly for the families, left behind in Inverness, while 
their men served in Belfast. During this year Bob Strachan's 
patience, understanding and unstinting efforts on behalf 
of the families, earned him the gratitude and praise of the 
whole Regiment. Time and again worried families would 
be reassured by his presence, regardless of the lateness of 
the hour. Information was at a premium and he spared 
himself nothing to get it, and to pass it on to the families. 

Captain Strachan continued with the complete job of 
Families Officer throughout the move to Singapore, and 
did much to ease the difficulties involved in such a change. 
Since late 1974 he has been serving as Technical Quarter
master. the post he now holds. 

OBITUARY OF 
PRIVATE STEPHEN ALEXANDER TRIGG 

It is with great sorrow that we report the death by 
accidental drowning in Singapore of Private Stephen Alex
ander Trigg of Support Company on 19th May 1975.' 
Private Trigg was a Fraserburgh man and lived at 18 Williams 
Crescent. He joined the Regiment in March 1973 when the 
Battalion was serving in Belfast and went straight to the 

Anti Tank Platoon where he was serving at the time of his 
death . 

A quiet man, he nevertheless contributed greatly in 
work and play to the spirit of his company and platoon , 
and is a loss to the Battalion and the Regiment. 

Our sympathy and condolences go to his parents and 
family. 

PIPE MAJOR J KERR BEM 

There could be few more popular awards to a senior 
rank in the Battalion than the news of the Award of the 
BEM to Pipe Major Joe Kerr. 

Pipey has be n a Gordon Highlander for 17 years. For 
9 of those years he has been Pipe Major of the 1st Battalion, 
a fact which speaks loudly of his competence. The Drums 
and Pipes under his leadership have not only made them
selves one of the most successful Pipe Bands in the Army 
but have been an effective and integral part of the Battalion 
on active service. 

There have been few countries in the world to which 
Joe Kerr has not been . During the Battalion's tour in the 
Far East the Band or elements of it have been to Australia, 
New Zealand, Japan, Indonesia, The Phillipines, Hong Kong 
and Malaysia. The award of the BEM to Pipey Joe Kerr has 
brought great pleasure to the whole Battalion. His success 
as Pipe Major can be judged not only in the popularity of 
the Band but in the ability of the more junior pipers. In 
the last two years Gordon Pipers taught by Joe Kerr have 
taken first prize in the Army Pipe Tune Competition. 

Pipey Kerr leaves the Battalion in August to take up the 
appointment of Divisional Pipe Major at the Band Company, 
Scottish Infantry Depot, Glencorse. There he will undoubt
edly produce a fine selection of young pipers. It is with 
very great regret that we, in the Battalion, see him go. 
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BIRTHS 

Henderson - Son born David Charles 
on 4 Aug 1972 
Wemyss- Son born Stuart William 
on 9 September 1972 
Ptolomey - Daughter born Edith 
on 3 January 1973 
McGill - Daughter born Stacey 
on 1 February 1973-
Son born Tarren John 
on 28 November 1974 
Semple - Son born Lee 
on 25 November 1974 
Harvey - Son born David 
on 11 December 1974 
Marjoribanks- Daugh ter born Susanne 
on 16 December 1974 
Summers - Son born Philip Michael 
on 17 December 1974 
Crai g - Son born Jason St ewart 
on 21 December 1974 
Burnett - Son born Wayne James 
on 27 December 1974 
Lindsay - Son born Steven 
on 28 December 1974 
Reid - Daughter born Ki rsteen Ann 
on 31 December 1974 
K inleyside - Daughter born Yvonne 
Jean on 9 January 1975 
Sim - Son born John Bruce 
on 18 January 1975 
Moodie - Son born St uart Graham 
on 27 January 1975 
Kelly - Daughter born Donna- Morrel 
on 28 January 1975 
Boyd - Son born Colin Andrew 
on 29 January 1975 
Bruce - Son born Gary Joseph 
on 17 February 1975 
Cole - Son born Gordon 
on 9 march 1975 
Shand - Daughter born Pamela Jane 
on 16 March 1975 
Kenny - Son born Robert 
on 18 March 1975 
Broadley - Son born Colin 
on 29 March 1975 
Tayl or - Daughter born Angela Joan 
on 4 March 1975 
Gibson - Son born John Pau l 
on 7 April 1975 
Jaffray - Daughter born Kelly Michelle 
on 19 A pril 1975 
Park - Daughter born Fiona Margaret 
on 23 Apri l 1975 
Kync ch - Son born Eric 
on 23 Apr il 1975 
Hendry - Son born Simon John 
on 24 Apri l 1975 
McMurray - Daughter born Lorna 
on 26 A pri l 1975 
Lawrie - Daughter born An ne Marie 
on 5 May 1975 
A rmour - Son born Stephen 
on 21 May 1975 
Hotch k is- So n born Stewart Thomas 
on 22 May 1975 
Farmer - Daughter born Joan 
Alexander 
Simpson - Son born Leslie Alun 
o n 23 May 1975 

23544027 Sgt Hamilton - Son born Steven David 
on 31 May 1975 

Lt Macdonald Haig - Daughter 
born Rebecca Mary on 2 June 1975 

23959877 Pte Harper - Daughter born Julie Anne 
on 8 June 1975 

24203455 Pte Wood - Son born Kevin 
on 12 June 1975 

24101627 Pte Markie - Son born Paul Thomas 
on 24 June 1975 

241 01593 Pte Thomson - Daughter born I rene 
Christina on 30 June 1975 

MARRIAGES 

24111051 Pte McPetrie married Irene Angus Sinclair 
at Kincardine 0' Neil on 2 Feb 1972 

24248053 Pte Sinclair married Ella Massie Leel 
at St Fergus on 4 Nov 1972 

24141293 Pte Mcleod married Violet Duthie Ritch ie 
Robertson at Aberdeen on 29 Dec 1972 

24233047 Pte Redwood married Helen Ann Robb 
at Aberdeen on 1 0 Feb 1973 

23959375 Pte Duncan married Frances Cantlay 
at Aberdeen on 22 Jun 1973 

23964459 Lcpl Henderson married Edith Jane Gall 
at Lochiel of Cushnie on 30Jun 1973 

24177067 Lcpl Robertson married Elizabeth Nugent 
at Perth on 22 Sep 1973 

24298390 Pte Phelps married Pamela Grace West 
at Camberwell on 5 Aug 1974 

23478363 Lcpl Kilgour married Jennifer Gray 
at Hereford on 16 Dec 197 4 

23959964 Lcpl Scott married June Gowns 
at Nee Soon on 8 Feb 1975 

DEATHS 

24288534 Pte T rigg died in Singapore. on 19 May 1975 

APPEAL TO ALL POST WORLD WAR 2 RSM'S 

The 1st Battalion is attempting to establish a record of 
all RSM' s si nce the end of World War II. We intend to list 
t hem on a board which will be held in t he RSM's Office in 
t he 1st Battalion. We have traced the list thus far: 

RSM A Foster -52 
RSM G Michie 52-53 
RSM Dawson 53-56 
RSM Dunbar 56-57 
RSM G Dunn 57-60 
RSM F Tayler /-. 60-62 
RSM J Innes t::J. 63-65 
RSM L Dunn 65-68 
RSM R Strachan 68-70 
RSM P Cameron 70-72 
RSM J Hutton 72-74 
RSM R Greenhowe 74-

Would an\' ex-RSM who has. not been l isted please write 
to: 

Captain (QM) R S Hay MBE BEM 
c/o Regimental Headquarters 
V iewfield Road 
Aberdeen 

Would you please include: 
Name, Init ials and decorations 
The year you assumed the appointment of RSM 
The year you handed over the appointment of RSM 
Who you took over as RSM from 
To whom you handed over as RSM 
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19 BRIDGE STREET, ABERDEEN 

WHY NOT CALL AND ENJOY A MEAL IN OUR 
WIMPY BARS 

WIMPY BARS: 

CALL AT OUR BRANCHES IN ABERDEEN 
AND ELGIN 

18 BRIDGE STREET, ABERDEEN 29623 (Hours 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m.) 
26 LOCH STREET, ABERDEEN 29623 ( 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.) Not Sunday 

31 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 54621 ( 9.00 a.m. to 11 .00 p.m.) 
165 HIGH STREET, ELGIN 2058 ( 9.00 a.m. to 11 .00 p.m.) 

GOLDEN EGG (Licensed) RESTAURANT 
10 BRIDGE STREET, ABERDEEN 28878 10.00 a.m. to 11 .00 p.m.) 

Naafi HP. LJ . . . _ 

h 
1 No restr1ct1ons on taking the vehicle overseas 

Outrl·g· t when you ar e posted and no premature . d (} ~ settlement problems for you on posting 

Winner an ~~ [] Freeperson_a~lifeinsuranceduringthetimethe 
• · ~ agreement IS In force Winner on 0 Fi rst class insurance cover at competitive cost 

po,ints too and prompt cover in the Ull or if you are posted 
'1. l' These are the great__ abroad 

advantages that put u Easy payment plan for premiums if you wish 

Naafi HP way out in front 1 _j Cover against most of your liability to tax and 
0 Exceptionally low HP charges without strings such duty in the event of your premature repatriation 

as annual subscriptions from overseas 

0 10% deposit and up to 48 months credit on new 
cars for export can generally be arranged 

O BIG DISCOUNTS (up to 17!%) on new cars, caravans 
and motor cycles, with full dealer after sales 
services and warranties 

O Delivery to suit your convenience- at the airport 
when you arrive in Ull, to your home town or new 
Ull station or to an overseas port 

0 Naafi will normally fi nance freight charges and 
local import duty if you are posted abroad 

O Deposit saving to facilitate future purchase and 
reduce the HP cost 

O Private sale HP between members of the 
Services in Ulland Germany 

ASK YOUR IIAAFI MANAGER FOR A LEAFLET OR POST TillS COUPON - - - - - - - - - - -
Manager, Car Sales Branch, llaaft , londoa SE11 5Ql A. 
Please send me details of N aafi fa ci lities w itho ut obl igation. I am interested in 

New car For use in !!Ra~n~k'-------------------11 
(state model) ... (state country) 
D New touring caravan D Insurance ........ ....................... ~ !!ll!'am~e~-----------------1 

D Used car D I w ish to pay cash ~ Address 
D New motor cycle D ' l wish to use Naafi HP ] ~=~----------------1 
D Deposit savings scheme Please tick whiche ver applies -<:> Tel . llo. 
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A COMPANY 

oc 
21C 
CSM 
CQMS 
11 PI Comd 
PI Sgt 
12 PI Comd 
PI Sgt 
13 PI Comd 
PI Sgt 

Major R D Ord 
Captain I F Stewart 
W02 B Ritchie 
CSgt R Philip 
Lt D B Ferguson ACT 
Sgt D Wilson-Paisley 
Lt W R P Wallace 
Sgt J Gordon 
2Lt E D J Chalmers 
Sgt GLow 

Tiger and Sphinx time again, and that means red faces 
and forgotten scripts, late nights, lots of typing for the 
clerk, and the OC incommunicado in his office trying to 
finish off the compnay editorial. 

The last notes ended just before Christmas and the 
Christmas period saw us celebrating in the tradditional 
way with a dance, including the "fairy" who strips at the 
top of the Christmas tree. Mr. Stewart junior, and PTE Gibb 
tried their hand, but could only manage a twirl or two 
around the dance floor with "Miss Tina" who unfai rly en
joyed the performance. New Year came and went, with the 
traditional celebrating at lunches and with "Scotch Mist". 
Cpls Wilson-Paisley and Duncan 98 decided that Singapore 
was too tame for them, and departed for Manilla in the 
Philippines. They enjoyed themselves and met a few 
"senoritas" who no doubt dubbed them" lnglesi" 

This period was also a b usy period for the OC and his 
Headquarters who were busy preparing and packing for the 
company exercise in New Zealand. It is amazing how much 
work can be done when there are no constant interruptions 
f rom the telephone, with orders and other company affairs. 
The company was to be reformed into a two platoon com
pany under command of L T Wallace who w as to hold the 
fort while the OC and the other company personnel were 
in New Zealand. A programme was prepared , and exercises 
planned for the company training to continue. 

The company split into two on return from the block 
leave, and those going to New Zealand formed a composite 
company with the platoons from B and D Company, 
Command, Support, and Admin Companies; and the 
attached Brigade unit personnel. The remainder began to 
prepare for their first exercise scheduled for miq January. 
This exercise was a jungle map reading exercise in Area 21, 
and was a very good exercise as it proved that our map 
reading was not as good as we thought. Several parties 
managed to tramp further than necessary, and climbed 
several features that need not have been climbed. However 
they all returned to Nee Soon, footsore and weary, and 
determined to improve their map reading. 

A party from the company went to Ayer Hitam, a small 
village 60 miles north west of Johore, where ther is a small 
pottery factory where they make everything from a table 
lamp to a "potty" . The work is excellent and the prices are 
cheap too. 

The next exercise was jungle orienteering, organised by 
Lt Ferguson, our ACT recruit, and an expert on orienteering. 
The exercise was well planned and executed, and all learned 
that orienteering can be fun in a strange environment such 
as the jungle. 

A party of Jocks with Lt Wallace in charge spent a long 
weekend on the beach at Mersing. They topped up with 
beer, some food, and had a long lie - in on the beach. Pte 
" Jap" Byres woke up the next morning on the beach, after 
a hard night. We think he was washed out to see during the 
night, and back again the next morning as the sharks pro
bably didn't like the taste of "fortified" Jocks! 

After the rema inder of the company had returned from 
New Zealand, the OC took the company away for a week 
to Area 21 to "retrain" them, and prepare the whole com-

pany for the forthcoming Brigade exercise, Three Bridges, 
and also to prepare the Demonstration Platoon for Pulada 
which we were to provide in April and May. 
. The Brigade Exercis~, Three Bridges, followed immed
Iately after Easter. The exercise found the two resident 
~attalions, 1 Gordons a~d 1 RNZI R together on the same 
s1de against a common enemy of British, Australian and 
New Zealand SAS and 2hd Para Bn. A Company was given 
the task of holding the area on the left of the Brigade area, 
and included the high ground to the south of Area B. We 
deployed the anti-tank platoon on to the high ground to 
guard to rebro, also to give flank protection, and to prepare 
an HLS by blowing it with exP.Iosives. They were also tasked 
to prepare as many booby traps as possible to deter the 
SAS patrols from trying to attack them. A Company itself 
was perched atop a small hill feature, and here we stayed 
for six days. 

Pte "Jap" Byres and Lt W R P Wallace compare " Torso" 
expansion on the beach off Mersing 

We dug in, and established strong barbed wire defences, 
with bunkers and fire trenches and machine gun posts. 
However we were never attacked, nor even probed as the 
enemy never found our position, though we found them, 
and ambushed them several times. 

12 platoon was detached to guard the mortars, and the 
guns of 1st Light Battery, and had their famous action at 
last light, as the enemy flew in a mixed force of paratroopers 
and SAS to attack the guns. The enemy force landed 50 
metres from 12 platoon who in reality would have destroyed 
this force, but in fact put up a gallant fight, against the 
enemy, and the umpires too. The result a draw - · but . .. I 

The company was given a new task, and moved to the 
centre of the exercise area to try to mop up the enemy 
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forces. We were however credited with several "kills", 
notably four enemy helicopters who landed troops in 
the middle of the company who were moving through the 
tin mine areas. This time the umpires couldn't argue. 
Peace was restored after a few more contacts, and we re
turned to Nee Soon for some rest. 

The demonstration platoon departed for Pulada 
under the supervision of Lt Wallace and Sgt Wilson 
Paisley. They soon settled down to their tasks, and found 
that the task was not quite as easy as it seemed,lt required 
hard work. split second timing. skilland enthusiasm. They 
were rewarded at. the end of the course for their hard 
work with a small plaque presented to them by the Jungle 
Warfare School. Well done the Demonstration Platoon! 

It was during this period that we sent off two parties on 
Adventure Training. Lt Ferguson took a party of twelve 
up to Tioman and the other islands off Mersing for a weeks 
camping, skin-diving and fishing . Another party under 2Lt 
Chalmers travelled to Kota Kinabalu to climb Mt Kinabalu 
the highest mountain in South East Asia. they succeeded 
in climbing the mountain, and enjoyed themselves. A third 
party travelled to Brunei with a B Company group. As far 
as we can make out, they saw more of the duty free bar on 
board ship, and were embarrassed by the suggestions put 
to them by the girls in Brunei! 

Our next big exercise was the battalion exercise " Laurel 
Wreath" when A Company plus the Drums and Pipes, Anti
Tank platoon, and the Assault Pioneers were to provide 
the enemy force . OCA was deserted again by all his sub
ordinate officers, and the CSM, and organised and ran the 
enemy by himself, with Lcpl Kennedy, Ptes Chalmers, 
Ritchie and Stacey to maintain communications. Pte Suth9r
land of course provided wheels, ie the OC's landrover 
during the first phase along the main axis road and of course 
hundreds of cups of tea. 

The exercise began with the three platoons occupying 
delav ing positions along the main axis road. They were to 
delay the enemy forces, and then to withdraw, but we did 
not really succeed in this as our enemy did not play the 
game, and did not deploy or practice their jungle tactics 
properly . They regarded our fire as play acting, but in war 
the enemy fire live bullets. -

The next phase involved the platoons moving across the 
high ground to the west, to lay a trail for the enemy, and 
then to dissengage. This they succeeded in doing and got 
away from their pursuers. They did however have animal 
followers enroute to the main defensive position wher by 
now OC A Company and his party had established them
selves with the Assault Pioneers, and in comfort too. 13B 
found that they were visited by a fr iend one night, t his 
friend weighed 4% tons and answered to the name of 
"Jumbo" . Sgt Thomson and his party heard a tiger on the 
high ground and slept little that night. 

We fina lly gathered in all of A Company, and established 
a strong defensive position on the banks of a river near an 
HLS. We dug gun pit, every man had a shelter trench, and 
we camouflaged the position, so much so that we seemed 
to get lost ourselves! 11 platoon (the anti-tanks) had a good 
exercise, and almost single handedly destroyed two platoons 
of B Company, 1 RNZIR who seemed to walk into the ir 
ambushes every day. The final attack came in preceeded 
by a divresionary attack by B Company that seemed to be 
way off target. D Company finally put in the assault, and 
ware "killed off" by the Colonel and the RSM who acted 
as umpires for the exercise. We know that the enemy d id 
not take our position, bu t they will not admit to it. A 
Company returned from the exercise "cock-a-hoop", and 
undefeated . 

The inter company boxing tournament took place 
between 19 and 23 May. A Company was well represented, 
and we were unlucky to have so many boxers injured with 

broken hands and broken noses. Pte Jolly was awarded the 
Best Loser prize, and 2Lt Chalmers was extremely unlucky 
to lose to 2Lt Whiteside in their fight. Thank you Cpl 
Mclellan for all your hard work and for training our boxers. 

The company football team have been doing well in 
tneir league, but have been hampered by the absence of 
players due to other commitments such as New Zealand, 
the Demonstration Platoon, and exercises. We have been 
both lucky and unlucky, but have enjoyed our games. The 
company stalwarts MacDonald, Mackie, Ptolomey, Sgt 
Gordon, Lcpl Kennedy and others are still giving sterli ng 
service. We hope to do well in the forthcoming battalion 
intercompany championships at the end of June. 

Our athletics and cross country stalwarts a re training 
for the inter company cross country championships, and 
the battalion ath letics to be held in July. Pte Bisset and 
Gibson have been chosen to represent the battalion in the 
inter unit and individual championsh ips in early June. 2Lt 
Chalmers and Bisset have also represented the Brigade in 
the various service matches. 

We have had many arrivals and departures since we last 
wrote. Among the arrivals have been Lt D Ferguso n RCT 
who arrived in late November, and left in May. He was a 
very worthy member of A company, and we hope he 
enjoys his return to the RCT. Lt M F Smith arrived from 
the Depot, "mit frau" , and he will take over 11 platoon. 
Sgt Low arrived from recru iting, without wife, to savouc. 
the delights of Singapore. Cpl , now Sgt, Wilson-Paisley 
returned from the RRT plus a large moustache, as did 
Lcpl Watson who had no sooner returned t han he left 
to become an AI PT ( we think he has gone on that course 
because he is contemplating marriage! ). Others who have 
appeared were Lcpl Buchanan from the Depot Regimental 
Police, and the following: Pte Kirkwood from D Coy, Pte 
McDonald 62 from B Coy, Pte Fraser 41 from Sp Coy. 
Ptes Geddes from the MT, Pte Ironside from Comd Coy, 
Pte Winchester also from Comd Coy and Pte Porter from 
D Coy as arms storeman. The following are welcomed . 
from the Depots: Ptes Finlayson, Masson , Harper, Well s, 
Watson, Mair, Higgins and McDonald 75. 

On the debit side we said farewell to 2Lt AN STEWART 
who has been posted to the Depot, via Warminster; CSgt 
Philip to B Company as CSM (well dine Ouartie, we'll 
miss you , but at least th ere's someone we can talk to in 
B Company) . The following left on demob :- Lcpl Martin 
to the oilrigs off Thail and; Pte Gibb to be a mercenary 
somewhere; Pte Russell 70 to his old job in Aberdeen 
Pte Fraser 41 to a horne posting ; and Collin s 80. 

Our Congratulations go to Cpl ROBERTSON who 
achieved an A grading on his small arms course at 
Warminster- well done Cpl Robertson- it' s the Depot 
for you . Cpl Duncan has been chosen to go to Sisley 
with t he Battalion Shooting team - he's al ready been 
to Hong Kong this year, and must be on to a good 
thing, 2Lt Chalmers disappeare"d at short notice to go 
to Warminster and the dreaded Platoon Commanders 
Course, but we know there is another reason for it
probabl y Durham way? 

Our next company dance is to be held on 25th 
July, and already Capt Stewart is• walk ing around 
with a ·smirk on his face as he has been in contact 
with the "stripper" . We hope; she'll be as good as the 
last one. It should be a good dance, and we hope to 
swell company profits by organising a raffle- with 
the stripper as first prize( The OC and the CSM 
have approved the standard of "the goods" ) 

In conclusi on we are all look ing forward to 
returning to Fort George, and with it t he thought 

·;of Hogmany at home, It's not quite the sa m~~v 
when you celebrate Hogmany in the swelter ing 
noonday sun, the whis~y doesn't do quite the same 
as it does in Scotland . We will have enjoyed our 
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tour here; some but not all will have enjoyed them
selves; some will have hated the jungle while others 
will have loved it; but there is one fact and that is 
that it will never be the same again. However the 

terrifying thought of galloping inflation at home 
makes us realise just how lucky aod insulated 
we've been these last two years, 

' A' Company at Kaitaia, on parade froni left to right: 
Cpl Cruickshank, with pipes; W02 Ritchie on right of Company; and Major R D Ord. 

23 

'A ' Co mpany at Kaitaia, Northland , Friday 14th February 1975. The Mayor of Kaitaia, accompanied by Lt Col N A Wallace 
OBE , and the Colonel of the 3rd Auckland and Northland Battalion , inspects 'A' company during thr Kaitaia parade. 
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11 PLATOON 

The platoon has existed more in spirit than in body 
since January due to the various committments of the 
company. First of all, a composite company under Major 
ORO was sent off to New Zealand to exercise "Printed" 
to train with the Kiwis, adventure training and according 
to all accounts generally having a splendid time. Mean
while the remainder of the platoon were not allowed to 
slack. A navigation exercise " Jungle Boy" kept people fit, 
visits to factories to watch pots being fired or cars being 
assembled kept the interest going and outings to Mersing 
healed the wounds. Exercise "Green Mantle" showed us 
how to survive in the iunole. 

When A Company reformed in March it remained at 
two platoons strength, first for a company exercise "Blue 
Merlin", where we were yet again reminded of Harbour 
Drills and "lAs" before the Brigade Exercise "Three 
Bridges" when our skills were to be tested against 2 Para 
and 22 SAS. We fared well, with Mr Wallace's platoon 
annihilating a para company before departing from the 
battleground to prepare for their next job of Demo platoon 
at the Jungle Warfare Wing, Pulada. The remainder of the 
company carried on the war, culminating on the final 
morning when 3 ambushes were sprung on the same SAS 
patrol. 

Those of the demo platoon, like Ptes Steve Derkacz 
who trained at Bridge of Don, must have been amused to 
meet Lt Smith newly arrived from Aberdeen, on the 
Jungle Warfare Instructors Course - the boot being well 
and truly on the other foot! While the demo platoon were 
keeping fit on Panti Ridge, the remainder of the company 
relaxed at Mersing with Mr Ferguson, or Mt Kinabalu with 
Mr Chalmers. 

We have now reformed as a platoon in our own right, 
and as might be expected, have lost old friends and also 
gained new faces. In March we said goodbye to Mr Stewart 
who has gone to act as "God" to the new lads at Glencorse. 
Sgt "Spud" Thomson has left us to try his hand with Sp 
Company. Cpl Elrick has gone to show 12 platoon how to 
be "sodgers" and Lcpls Armour, Hastie and Campbell have 
also been required to lend their expertise elsewhere. Pte 
.Bill Stacey , on completion of his course has now become 
the Company Medic, while Mike McKenzie keeps an eagle 
eye on his old platoon from the ranks of the Regimental 
Police. On the credit ( ?) side, we welcome to the platoon 
Mr Smith, complete with his new wife, Sgt Wilson-Paisley 
as his number 2, we have to congulate Sgt Wilso-Paisley 
on his promotion, and commiserate over the fact that he 
is at present on the Brecon "body builders" course. Cpl 
Robertson has returned from the JNCOs Skill at Arms 
course where he earned an "A" Grade, and has also been 
promoted . Congratulations twice over ! Newly arrived are 
Cpl "Rock" Mclellan, Lcpl Scott and Lcpl Mackie and 
Pte Harper. Welcome to the top! Congratulations are also 
due to Ptes Gibson and Bisset who are now on battalion 
athletics training- we hope they make the final team. 

12 PLATOON 

Our Platoon Commander seems to have the knack of 
avoiding writing these notes, so once again you will have 
to be content with my Aberdonian English . 

Since our last report we have seldom been together for 
more than a few weeks. Eleven of the platoon went to New 
Zealand in January for six weeks training or holiday while 
the less fortunate of us had to remain in sunny Singapore. 
The Platoon Commander returned from Warminster just 
in time to take over the OCs tartan covered desk for this 
period. His tenure in office was different, but quite enjoy
able, and we did a very good navigation exercise, and the 
JNCOs of the platoon did particularly well by not getting 
us, or themselves I ost! 

A trip was arranged to the Pottery factory at Ayer 
Hitam in Johore, and this was followed by a visit to the 
brewery which went down extremely well. A weekend 
trip to Mersing beach was organised, and we all enjoyed it, 
plus the extra beer. 

The remainder of the company returned from New 
Zealand in early March, and we all went straight off into 
the bush in Area C for a weeks exercise, mainly to co
ordinate and standardise the training in preparation for 
the jungle warfare school demonstration platoon. We also 
taught the newly joined recruits about the jungle andre
freshed the old hands. 

Our next big exercise was the Brigade Exercise " Three 
Bridges" when we pitted our company and platoon strength 
against the massed opposi tion of the combined British, 
Australian and New Zealand SAS, and 2 Para. At one stage 
we were tasked to defend the gunners and our mortars, 
and gave a good account of ourselves when we were attack
ed by a platoon of enemy only 50 metres away from our 
position, and would have wiped them out if we had real 
bullets. One member of the platoon was caught with his 
trousers down in the bushes just as the _assault came in, 
though he managed to get back to us. 

The CO visited us, and during his prowl around the 
perimeter asked our Jocks about the tactical situation as 
follows: 

Q "Who are the enemy?" 
A "The West Sussex" 
Q "Who are we, are we the East Middlesex?" 
A "Yes" 
Q "Who are the enemy looking for?" 
A "Me, Sir" 
Q "Yes, but what are they looking for?" 
A "Oil and tin" 
Q " ... .. ......... ... .... ..... . 

(Ed - Sunray must have been quite tired by the end 
of that). 

We have also been active on the sports field, and we 
have the following playing for the company teams: 
Sgt Gordon and Ptes Ptolomey, Stacey 13, Lawrie 03 and 
Ritchie. We also entered the Novices Boxing Competition 
and the following represented the Company : Pte Smith -
quarter finals, McGee- semi final, Pte Jolly - finalist and 
best loser. 

Since our last notes the following have left us: Cpl 
Mclellan to 11 PI , Pte Chalmers and Devlin to Coy HQ. 
We welcome back Cpl Elrick and Lcpl Buchanan; and 
welcome Ptes Finlayson, Masson and Winchester. We also 
welcome back Lt Wallace from the Demo platoon, and his 
many parachuting and skin diving weekends. We follow 
him out of curiosity to see what he will do next or what 
he is up to!! They say he's very good at leaving~ first floor 
flat through the window, and into his car (via the window) 
into the front seat and away in first gear in f ive seconds. 
Can you beat t hat!! 

13 PLATOON 

Tiger and Sphinx notes again, and to account for all the 
pl atoon is going to be extremely_difficult, as we have not 
been together since Christmas, and i t is now the beginning 
of June. 

Several members of the platoon were lucky enough to 
go to New Zealand with A Company Headquarters and the 
A Company Platoon. They had a most enjoyable time in 
New Zealand, training and on holiday . It was difficult on 
their return to get them off the topic as they never stopped 
talking about New Zealand and its fabulous girls with 
whom they all fell in love. However thos of us who remain
ed behind had an equally enjoyable time, in the hands of 
two platoon commanders. 
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After the composite company went off to New Zealand 
we had our first exercise, a map reading exercise which 
normally str ikes fear into any Jocks heart, but t hey all did 
very well. No one managed to get completely lost, though 
one group was temporarily disorientated for 4 hours! The 
radio procedure was tremendous - "Hullo 12 (a check 
point) th is is 13A (a group) we're coming up to your 
position now, Sir I We've been going uphill as it says on 
the map (most of the area was very hilly) but we seem to 
be going higher than we should!" They had in fact started 
climbing the main feature of the area ( a good 500 feet 
higher than the hill they were trying to get to) which was 
half a mile away. We later ran a second exercise on t he 
same lines; but t his time the Pla toon Commander was awy 
on a recce of the Nat ional Game Park for a company visit 
in Mav . 

Just before the company returned fran New Zealand 
we took a well deserved day off, and went up to the Ayer 
Hitam pottery. They make anything from a potty to a 
lamp standard, and the work is of a very high standard, 
and the prices are very reasonable too. 

The company returned from New Zealand to find that 
we (A Coy) had been ordered to provide a pl atoon as the 
Demonstration Pl atoon for the Jungle Warfare Wing. The 
company was split in half and w e started training for that 
and for the Brigade Exercise which was looming up . We 
went out on exercise to practice all our manoeuvers as by 
this time a lot of new faces had appeared. 

The Brigade Exercise was upon us and off we went to 
spend 6 days in the same company location. The great 
morale booster here was that the SAS (acting as enemy) 
never found us, but the weather was something that could 
have killed off the exercise. It rained every day and every 
night of those days we spent in that compa ny location. 
T rench es were full of mud and the perimeter path w as 
vi rtually unwalkable. We had mud clearing parties twice a 
day and realised what it must have been like in t he trenches 
during the Great War. As luck wou ld have it as soo n as we 
moved fro m that location it stopped raining, and thank
fully we never saw another drop for the remain ing three 
days of the exercise. This is when 13 platoon proved its 
stuff ( 12 PI having gone back to Nee Soon to prepare for 
the JWW Course) we had more contacts with the enemy 
than any other company over the whole exercise. 

While 12 Platoon were at Pulada, the 21 C and 01 Comd 
arranged two trips, one to the Mersing Islands which proved 
to be most popular, and the other to Sabah to climb Mt 
Kinabalu. The party led by 2Lt Chalmers, and with 5 Jocks 
and proved to be a great success. Communications between 
Sabah and Singapore proved to be difficult and a letter 
was sent to 2Lt Chalmers from Sabah (after he had spelt 
out all details over t he phone) as follows: Mr E Thalmery, 
C/0 A Company , 1st Bn The Gordon Highl anders (such 
is the legacy of Pa x Brit annica) . 

The battalion novices boxing competition was held 
during the last week of May . The fo llowing personnel 
boxed : 2Lt Chalmers where he was most unlucky to lose 
the light heavyweight title; I ron side in the middle weight; 
Hendry in the welter weight; MacArthur in the lightweight 
and Campbell in the featherweight. The Company came 
third overall . 

We have just returned from the last battalion exercise, 
and 13 platoon were enemy with A Company. The exerc ise 
went off very well for us but we found the enemy to be 
more than just jocks, with 13B visited at night by 4 % tons 
of Jumbo. They did however convince him that t hey were 
friendly, and smelt just as much as he did. 

Our new arrivals have been : Cheyne, Mair and Well s 
from the Depots; Ironside from the recce; Fraser 41 from 
the mortars. and Collins from the Castle, via the officers 
mess in New Zealand. We can congratulate Cpl Robertson 
on his A grade at Warminster and his promotion and Lcpls 

Campbell 07, kennedy, and Leadbetter who returned to 
duty from the MT. 

EXERCISE PRINTED 

A COMPANY IN NEW ZEALAND 
12 January- 7 March 1975 

A COMPANY GROUP 

oc 
21C 
Trg Offr 
ROMS 
CSM 
COMS 
Catering WO 
Pay WO 
1 PI Comd 
PI Sgt 
2 PI Comd 
PI Sgt 
3 PI Comd 
PI Sgt 
Adv Trg Leader 
Canoe Instructor 

Major R D Ord 
Captain I F Stewart 
Lt A D MacDonai-Haig 
W02 J Melville 
W02 B Ritchie 
XSgt R Philip 
W02 Paul ACC 
W02 D Dragonetti RAPC 
2Lt AN Stewart 
Sgt GLow 
2Lt M Stuart 
Sgt G Reid 
2Lt R D Paxman 
Sgt J Milton 
Captain J Kay Royal Signals 
Sgt R Norton 

A Company were fortunately given the task of organ
ising and running Exercise Printed in New Zealand from 
January to March 1975. The exercise was a mobility 
exercise delegated to us by HQ LF Hong Kong who every 
year send a company down to New Zealand to train in
dependently and with elements of the New Zealand Army. 

The recce took place in October 1974, and the recce 
party of Major Charles Ward, 2 GR, of HQ LF Hong Kong; 
OC A Company Major R D Ord, and the Quartermaster 
Captain R S Hay MBE BEM spent six days in New Zealand, 
seeing as much as they could: of the training areas, the 
accommodation, the Headquarters Staff at HQ 1 Infantry 
Brigade at Papakura Camp, the Ministry of Defence in 
Wellington, and of North Island itself. 

The country itself is an exteremely attractive country, 
with a climate that changes from the bracing cold of the 
Southern Alps in South Island, to the sparse volcanic high
lands, and subtropical Northland in the far north . The 
towns were many and varied, with old pioneer settlement 
buildings surrounded by new and modern housing and 
buildings. Auckland itself, one big conurbation of about 
800 square miles and 750,000 people is surrounded by 
sea on two sides, and has a magnificent natural harbour, 
with the north and south banks joined by the Harbour 
Bridge. The city of Auckland, the commercial centre 
of New zealand, bustles with activity and is rapidly filling 
with sk y scrapers and new developments. 

The economy of the country is predominantly an 
agricultural one, based on sheep, cattle, dairy products 
and food crops. There is a thriving timber industry, and 
more and more products are being home produced. Being 
so fa r away from the rest of the world it is quite an expen
sive country for lu xury items such as cars, machinery, and 
durables. However the standard of living is extremely high, 
and food is plentiful and cheap. 

The population of New Zealand is friendly and patriotic
ally Bri t ish, and most communities boast a Caledonian 
Society or a Pipe Band. The Returned Servicemens' 
Associat ions are also very strong, and very hospitable to 
visiting units. The remainder of the population is predom
inantly Maori and they are an extremely cultured and 
charming race of usually vast proportions! They have a 
culture and history of their OVI(n, and run many Maori 
tourist centres. 

The detailed planning for the exercise took place 
between October and December with the usual demands 



26 TIGER AND SPHINX 

being. made upon everyone for numbers, returns, and 
information about their personnel, kit and equipment. 
It was decided that the Company should be a composite 
company, with A Company HO, and a platoon each from 
A, B and D Companies, with administrative support 
personnel from the remainder of the Battalion. A small 
detachment of 17 Brigade unit personnel were also 
included. 

The exercise planning produced a training programme 
of three training phases and one recreation phase. Phase I 
was to consist of General Training : shooting, cliff climbing 
and field work, based at'Whangaparaoa Camp, 20 miles 
north of Auckland. Phase II was a training camp with 3rd 
Battalion The Auckland and Northland Regiment at Kaitaia 
in Northland. Phase Ill was a Brigade Exercise at Waiouru 
training area in Central North Island, and then a return to 
a period of recreation based at Papakura Camp just south 
of Auckland. 

During the recce it was decided by OC A Company 
that the adventure training element o{ the exercise group, 
usually a party of 1 0 personnel should be scrapped, and 
adventure training organised on as wide a basis as possible 
to allow at least half the company to partake of one or 
another form of adventure training. It was decided to 

organise three spheres of adventure: mountaineering on 
the three active volcanic peaks at Ruapehu, Ngauruhoe 
and Tongariro in the central North Island; canoeing down 
the Wanganui River over 100 miles of white water; and 
trekking and deer stalking in the Kaimanawa Mountains 
east of Lake Taupo. An expedition leader was required, 
and Captain J Kay of Ttie Royal Signals, a highly exper
ienced mountaineer was chosen to run the adventure 
training. He was assisted by our own resident canoeist 
Sgt R Norton who forsook his guard room for a short 
period of seven weeks to help us with the canoeing. 

The first flight eventually took off from RAF Tengah 
on 12 January in an RAF Hercules C130 transport aircraft. 
The bulk of the freight and 23 personnel of 11 Platoon 
under 2Lt A N Stewart travelled on this plane via Towns
ville in Australia where they had an overnight stay. The 
following day the main body of 127 personnel left RAF 
Tengah in an RAF VC1 0 for Auckland . Th ey were seen 
off by one or two girl friends, and even fewer wives who 
no doubt and correctly thought that their husbands were 
off on just another hoi iday! 

We arrived at Auckland at 1030 am the next day and 
were met at Auckland International Airpo rt by our hosts, 
the Brigade Major 1 NZ Infantry Brigade, Major N Jamieso n: 

Cpl J Coyle coaching Pte Munro 10 and Pte Kennedy on the 84mm at Whangaparaoa, New Zealand, January 1975. 
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Major J Booth, 21C of 3 Auck and North; and our liaison 
officer Captain N Philip, of NZSAS who were to host us 
throughout most of our stay in New Zealand . We were 
interviewed by the Press and NZTV who filmed our arrival, 
and spoke to several of the soldiers. From the airfield we 
moved by bus to our base camp where again we were met 
by local press and TV reporters. 

Whangaparaoa Camp is quite one of the nicest camps 
we have ever visited. It is a small hutted camp at the very 
end of t he Whangaparoa Peninsular some 20 miles from 
Auckland. It is entirely self conta ined, and has its own 
ranges and training areas, and fabulous beaches with the 
warm South Pacific Ocean on all sides. It w as an idyllic 
camp, and we loved it. 

Our first week was quite chaotic with the first two 
days devoted to administration, preparing the training 
programmes, and coping with seemingly endless visitors 
from the press and the locals. The OC and Lt MacDonald
Haig the Company Training Officer appeared on NZBC 
to talk about the Regiment, Singapore, and the inevitable 
questions about the defence cuts. Cpl Cruickshank was 
photographed and filmed piping on the beach at Whanga
paraoa, and his photograph appeared in all the national 
papers. 

The training got off to a good start w ith the platoons 
going their separate ways on Phase I. 1 Platoon went to 
cliff climbing at Man ikau on the west coast, where they 
were t aught the basics of assault cliff climbing by the 
SAS, and most of the platoon climbed, or learned to climb 
some of the cliffs. 2 and 3 platoons stayed behind at 
Whangaparaoa to shoot on the ranges, and carry out field 
traini ng. The ra nges were run by the SAS. Battle physical 
trai ning was included at the end of the day, and we all 
became very fit very quickly. The first adventure training 
party of 10 personnel left to climb the mountains in the 
Tongariro National Park. Sgt Norton was meanwhile 
preparing for the first canoeing expedition, from the ad
venture training base at Six Corss, a small hutted camp, 
just north of Waiourou . 

The night life got off to a swinging start with the locals 
opening al l their doors to the Jocks, and the company 
made a lot of friends, and broke a lot of hearts too. Our 
"local" a newly opened Whangaparaoa Hotel was the 
centre of this act ivity and the Jocks were made most 
welcome by the proprietors, and the locals. 

At the end of the first week it was decided to hold a 
Burns Night Dinner and Dance. After numerous changes 
of plan , the dinner was held on Friday , 24th January in 
the canteen. The Haggis was ceremonially piped in by Cpl 
Cru ickshank, and borne aloft by Pte Wood ACC the cook 
for CSM Ritchie to slice with a large knife, accompanied 
by a few words "after" rather than from Burns. Several 
of the company were detailed to say their piece from Burns 
and all went down extremely well with the company and 
our guests; Major Jamieson, Major Booth, Miss Sue Allan 
of the Victoria League, and other guests. 

The Burns Night Dance was a "whopping success" . It 
was held on Saturday 25 January in the Recreation Hall 
at Whangaoaraoa Camp. The word seemed to get around 
that the Jocks are " here" and over 600 people turned up, 
of which nearly 400 were women! The soldiers had a 
wonderful time, and the Bar did a roaring trade with Cpls 
Bruce and Vickers behind the bar. Twenty ladies from the 
Victoria League (younger members section) turned up, 
and they all enjoyed themselves. They had previously taken 
a party of 20 Jocks to Martins Bay, a bay some 40 miles 
north of Auckland and were invited to the dance in return. 
The dance finally ended up at about 2 am, and the late 
"hangers on" were still at it at 0500 hours in the Officers 
and Sergeants Mess where SSgt TeTuhi , our RNZIR 
liaison SNCO was playing "mine host" with his bottles of 
Jamaican Rum. The following day, Sunday, was a full 

working day, and all the soldiers without exception turned 
up on parade at 0900 hours. (Surely this is a record?). 
However we did find that we were the possessors of one 
car, a Chrysler 180 that some one had left behind; 

The next two weeks were busy and we rotated the three 
platoons through their training cycle, and the adventure 
training parties were changed over. The first adventure 
training party had climbed Mts Tongariro, Ngauruboe, and 
Ruapehu , and had a wonderful time, and all thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. The next adventure training party 
then set off to canoe down the Wanganui River, from 
Taumarunui to Pipiriki, a distance of 100 miles. The 
canoeists were taken down the river by Mervyn English, 
a New Zealand guide and expert canoeist whom we had 
hired from the Outdoor Pursuit Centre at Turangi, and 
assisted by Sgt Norton our own assistance adventure 
traihing leader and canoe instructor. 

While we were at Whangaparaoa Major Ord received· a 
charming letter from a Mrs Walker, of 3 Coyle Street, 
Sandringham, Auckland. She was born in King Street 
Barracks Aberdeen in 1895, and her father w as a Colour 
Sergeant in the 2nd Battalion. Her father was subsequently 
killed in South Africa, and she and her family returned to 
Aberdeen from India where they were then living. Mrs 
Walker trained as a teacher, and after WWI married a 4th 
Gordon who was captured at the Somme. After the w ar 
they emigrated to New Zealand. We visited Mrs Walker, 
and presented her with a Regimental Rug, and a Brooch. 
She was absolutely delighted, and was so very pleased to 
meet the party of Gordons who visited her . Cpl Cruick
shank played several tunes to her on the pipes, and the 
tunes brought tears to her eyes. Mrs Walker is now living 
in an old persons flat, and is looked after by her family of 
three daughters, and they were all there with their families 
when we visited Mrs. Walker. 

We were also visited by the Manager of Gordons Gin, 
a delightful Scot Jock Stenhouse who visited us at 
Whangaparaoa and presented a crate of Gin to the company 
to be used for the Company Dance. Cpl Cruickshank was 
photographed in his full regalia, an he played the pipes 
for Jock Stenhouse. We were asked in return to Waiourou 
to send a party of a5 to the Distillers Company in Remuera 
where Gordon's Gin would entertain us to lunch, and 
show us around the distillery, which we visited on the 
25th February. Several of us nearly fell into the vats, and 
again we were presented with a further case of Gin, and in 
return Cpl Cruickshank entertained the whole distillery 
with his pipes; their favourite tune being" Amazing Grace': 
We were entertained to a buffet lunch, and with the whisky 
flowing it developed into a really good lunch party. We 
had to leave eventually but all thoroughly enjoyed our 
visit. 

During our rest periods we sent parties away on sight
seeing trips, and the Jocks, and the attached soldiers too, 
made the most of these trips. They visited the thermal 
springs at Waiwera; the vineyards at Henderson: and the 
breweries, the most popular trips of all. Various friends, 
and many of the locals would ring up and ask for two or 
three Jocks to stay for the night or weekend, and would 
go out of their way to be hospitable towards us. However 
the soldiers favourite haunt was the Whangaparaoa Hotel 
where they had all the local girls waiting for them, and 
where the hotelier and his wife organised a late licence 
and a band for the Jocks on the 30th January. 

We played football against Silverdale United Football 
Club, a local team, and were beaten 2-1 in a closely fought 
game. We had possession but no sharp shooters and just 
couldn't score the goals. (I think it was too many late 
nights!). 

At the end of the 3rd week the company virtually split 
into two. The larger part of the company moved to Kaitaia 
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in Northland, some 180 miles north of Auckland; the 
remainder comprising two adventure training parties. and 
one enemy platoon under 2Lt A N Stewart moved to 
Maiourou. The enemy platoon acted as enemy to the 
Ranger Squadron SAS who were very glad to have our 
soldiers as a "live enemy" , and trained soldiers against 
them so they could practise their skills. 

The main body joined 3 Auk and North Bn at Sweet
water, a tented camp just 6 miles north of Kaitaia . Here 
we were to train with the battalion which was a TA 
battalion, of approximately 600 men. The tented camp 
was set amid reclaimed former grassed sand dunnes, 400 
metres from the long Ninety Mile Beach. (This beach 
stretches up the west coast from Kaitaia to the northern 
most point in New Zealand . It is used as the main highway 
at low tide and is the quickest and easiest route to the 
north). 

We were very well looked after at Kaitaia, and most 
of the Jocks were entertained by the Kaitaia Caledonian 
Society. The Lions Club had their annual barbecue while 
we were there, and the OC, Capt Stewart, Lt MacDonald 
Haig, W02 Ritchie and 2 Sergeants were kindly invited. 
The food was superb, and you could help yorself to as 
much food as you could eat; steaks, chops, bacon, sausages, 
salads, baked potatoes; and of course beer, or wines. Those 
who stayed found the dancing in the open air and on grass 
strange but nevertheless enjoyed it! 

The training programme at Kaitaia was one of work 
by day, and entertainment by night. We had a map reading 
exercise in the Herekino forest area . Here the soldiers 
moved through some of the hardest jungle, and bush • 
country we have ever seen, and successfully navigated 
themselves round it. The ended up on the coast where the 
sand dunes are some 600 feet high, and almost devoid of 
vegetation . Quite an incredible contrast between the two, 
ohly a few miles apart . The bush consisted of very tough 
"manuka" , and other rewws that gave no help either, and 
all but destroyed some of the clothing. In places it was 
thick and t angled, matted, and virtually inpenetrable, and 
extremely tiring . 

Our field firing exerc ises were conduc ted in an excellent 
open field firing range, 20 miles up t he beach , and in 
amongst towering sand dunes. Here the soldiers could, and 
did fire all their weapons; the GPMG in the SF role, the 
SLR at automatic targets, and on f ield f i ring ra nges; and 
did section l ive firing attacks. They also fi red 'the 66mm 
ant i tank weapon, though did not score t o o well . 

The company took par t in 3 Auc)< and Nor th 's Parade 
through Kaitaia, and had the honour of leading the parade. 
The parade was commanded by L ieutenant Colonel NA 
Wallace OBE, the Commanding Off icer of 3 Auck and 
North , and was inspected by His Worship The May or of 
Ka it aia . A fter the parade the t own opened its doors to t he 
sold iers, and we all enjoyed ourselves, and met more of 
the local s. The following day the company under the 
direction of the CSM packed up , and departed fo r Papu kura 
Camp w here they stayed over n ight on the 15/16th 
February , en route to Waiou rou and the Brigade Exercise. 

T he company travelled to Waiourou by coach , and 
managed to see somet h ing of the countryside between 
A uckland and Lake T aupo, t he large lake about 200 miles 
South East o f A uckland and set in the middle of North 
I sl and. T he lake is fed by t he st reams t hat run off the 
large mountains t o the South and West, and incl uding the 
snow off Mts Tongariro and Ngauruh oe in w inter . 

The Brigade Exerci se was held o n the Waiourou tra in
ing area, and the company was t o act as enemy with groups 
of the SAS: and our " enemy" were the battalions of 1 In
fantry Brigade, including our former ho sts , 3 Auc k and 
North . T he area itself is dominated by the m agnificent 
snow covered volacan ic peak of Mt Ruapehu in the west, 

and the Kaimanawa Mountains in the north and east. It 
is covered in scrub, bush, grass, and forest and is almost 
as large as Aberdeenshire. The average altitude is 5000 
feet, and the going is extremely rough , with the soldiefs 
continually having to either climb or descend the peaks 
and hills. They all became extremely fit , and by the end 
of the exercise were running around the hills like red deer. 
After all they were in an environment very similar to home. 

The exercise developed and the Jocks were able to take 
toll of the "enemy" with skillfully placed ambushes. on 
troops and armoured vehicles, and to successfully elude 
their pursuers. We proved in the end to be almost unassail 
able and did not quite concede defeat. 

The commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel D G B 
Saunders visited us during this exercise, and we were able 
to t ake him to Mt Ruapehu to meet the last Moutaineer ing 
expedition as they returned from the mounta ins. This last 
expedition mainly consisted of those personnel who has 
been continuously employed , eg cooks, clerks, s.toremen 
etc. They all thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and had an 
interesting time as Mt Ngauruhoe became active while 
we were there, and blew its volcanic top, pushing out 
enormous rocks the size of houses. and sending up ash to 
a height of 50,000 feet. They had to retire to a safe 
distance, and the bangs and the earth tremors could be 
heard and felt more than 10 miles away. 

At the end of the exercise we all returned to Papalura 
camp just south of Auckland where we were to spend our 
final week. resting , sightseeing and administering ourselves 
.prior to our return home. Our company Admin Group, 
under the 21C had taken over the accommodation for us, 
and we moved in to meet some new faces and friends . 

The Officers and Sergeants held a Cock ta il Party on 
Monday 24th February in the Officers Mess, to say thank 
you and farewell to all t hose who had been so kind and 
helpful to us. Over 80 guests attended, and we were enter
tained by Cpl Cruickshank who pl ayed his pipes magnific
ently . and brought many tears t o the eyes of very many 
of our guests . We hope that we were able to give as much 
in return as they had given us. 

The final weeks programme w as organised and trips 
arranged and t he soldiers were given five days leave. We 
organised a .Farewell to New Zealand Dance to be held 
on 26 February. The dance committee under the ROMS 
organised an excellent dance and upwards o f 300 peopl e 
attended, for a nominal cha rge of s1 per head , and f ree 
drink . A lot of old f ri ends, and a lot of new f riends 
at tended th is dance. and they all enjoyed t hemselves. 

The last few d ay s were spent packi ng and weighing k it, 
and conta iners, in p reparation for the fi na l departure. The 
first flight got away on time on t he 28th, and the remai n
der settled down to spend the weekend resting quietl y , 
and waiting for the next pla ne on Monday 3 March . We all 
said our farewells, an t he VC1 0 taxied out to the runway, 
but had to return t o dispersal due to a faulty wi ng flap . 
We were grounded indefinately due to t he non-availability 
of spares, and had to wait until Friday 7th before we could 
depart. Luckily we had kept the Pay Staff behind, and we 
were abl e to obtain some more money from Hong Kong 
by cable to give to the Jocks, as by this time all were 
"broke", but were saved by this supplementary cash pay
m ent. 

We finally left New Zeala nd, and returned to Singapore, 
very much the wiser and enchanted with New Zeal and, its 
people and their wonderful hosp itality . The exercise 
coul d never have been the success it w as without the help 
of the New Zealand A r my and t he exemplary manner, 
d iscipli ne and behaviour of the Jocks who m ust t ake the 
cred it fof t he success of the exert '-se. Apprec iation must 
also go to A Company Headquarters under W02 R itch ie, 
and CSgt Ph i lip ; the Admin Staff under ROMS Melville: 
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W02 Paul ACC and W02 Dragonnetti RAPC for their 
flair, and help in running the company, and making the 
New Zealand tour such a success: and to all other personnel 
who contributed to the success of t he Company . 

oc 
21C 
CSM 
CQMS 
21PI Comd 
21 PI Sgt 
22PI Comd 
22PI Sgt 
23PI Comd 
23PI Sgt 

B COMPANY 

Maj D H White 
Capt I D S Forsyth 
SSgt R Philip 
Sgt L Tevendale 
Sgt G Reid 
Sgt D Henderso n 
2Lt A J Maitland-Makgiii-Crichton 
Sgt N Jaffray 
2 Lt N J Sutton 
Sgt I Robertson 

Rudyard Kipling once advised" ...... ...... the great thing 
in life is to travel", and this is just what B Company has 
been doing since last Christmas. The story starts with 2Lt 
Mike Stuart and a composite platoon with A Coy in New 
Zealand for a 6 week visit . They wrote that th!=JY were 
having a wonderful time and were definitely starting work 
next Monday, or the Monday after that, or ....... .... . ! In 
fact convincing stories filtered back that their time was 
fully occupied and the platoon's efforts all round were a 
great credit to the Company. Accounts of the visit are 
garbled and confused due to an exceptionally good party 
just before the return of the platoon. However, we hear 
that sometime Agentinian bard, the platoon commander 
gave an authentic rendering of Robbie Burns. . 

During the week spent climbing at Wattipu , Pte R1cky 
Brown grew wings and flew thirty feet the wrong way! 
He required at least four frosty beers smuggled into 
hospital before he would tell us all about it. 

Meanwhile the bulk of the Company were busy pro
viding demonstration platoons for 3rd Battalion The Para
chute Regiment at Pulada. 22 platoon having built them
selves an impregnable jungle camp, sat down to play cards 
for ten days while the Paras tried in vain to over-run them. 
Ptes Taffy Morgan and Willie Fraser definately take the 
cake for their outstanding sleight of hand at crib . 

The Company reformed again at the beginning of 
March and planning for adventure tra ining began in earnest 
Three expeditions were mounted in March , Ill boat journey 
to Brunei on the Rajah Brooke, an exercise on Tioman on 
the East Coast of Malaya and a trip to Taman Negara Game 
Park in the Northern part of Malaya. Accounts of these 
trips are included at the end of these notes. At the same 
time Ptes Pussy King, George Melrose, David Peachy, and 
Willie Bowers sailed off into the wide blue yonder on HMS 
Mermaid. For some th e attractions of Manila p roved a 
little too strong and they saw fit to extend their trip. 

Back in Nee Soon with sun tans and tall fishing stories 
we prepared for t,e Brigade Exercise. For most of us the 
exercise was a chance to catch up on some rest - Sunray 
22 platoon acquired a new nickname, " Hammock Back': 
For others, a chance to study wildlife more thouroughly 
and dispute Gleister. Regrettably the enemy were nowhere 
to be seen until we returned to Nee Soon where 21 platoon 
in a burst of zeal (or frustration) nearly captured two SAS 
shopping in Transit Road . . . 

Not wishing to dally too long in such close prox1m1ty 
to the parade ground, the Company embarked on adven
ture training trips again. Pte Robbie Greig, we hear, 
baffled Abor igines at the Game Park with his daily, cheery, 
"Fit lik mon': Pte Peter Kellas in the same place did a take 
off of Jacques Cousteau in the lake, trouble was he could 
not swim. On Tioman the action was more fierce : Pte 

"Pap ill ion" Clarke decided to inject the exercise with a . 
little more realism and executed a creditable d1ssappeanng 

trip. The OC, CSM and various search parties were delight
ed to skip a week end in Nee Soon and join the hunt for 
Clarke, who with much elan and speed "appeared" and 
"disappeared" with maddening frequency at various 
locations. However the cunning sleuth of the OC and 
CSM combined with Wessex support from RAF proved 
too much for Clarke, and with a shrug and a smile he gave 
himself up. 

The OC then decided that all those stories about 
Japanese girls were worth checking out. So with an escort 
and cover story of the Drums and Pipes he holidayed in 
Tokio for a few days. The rest of us took off to Pulau Ubin 
for a Company exercise - BATIK SARONG, which was 
designed as a fast moving change from the usual jungle 
thing. The CSM, alias ' JC' <'lnd a party of fifteen "enemy" 
landed at the island village early in order to blend m more 
naturally with the local surroundings. The story revolved 
round a group of hard core communists subverting the 
village folk and preparing for some form of offensive. 

We, the good guys, landed by helicopter on the island, 
and almost on top of the enemy's look out- Pte Rab 
Chrost. Sgt Reid promptly took good care of him. It soon 
became apparent after our arrival that the whole village 
had entered into the spirit of the exercise, were hiding 
JC and his boys in their houses and were doing a good job 
of misleading us. However we unearthed one or two and 
piece by piece we gained enough information ( very . 
gently, thank you Sgt Reid) to grab JC and half of h1s 
followers in a swift and decisive seabourne assault. Not 
deterred, the remaining enemy executed a masterly bluff 
(yes Cpl Yogi Burnett you may blush) and with shouts of 
glee sailed off with one of our assault boats. However they 
left behind a very crestfallen Pte Ricky Brown who, after 
a comfortable night handcuffed to a tree, led us to carry 
out a successful attack which finished the exercise. 

A relaxed and expansive Major greeted us on return 
and told us of his plans to win the next thing on the list 
the boxing competition. Well, there was never any doubts 
about it! Fifty eight members of the Company promptly 
stepped forward and pledged to carry out the Company 
motto (which is unprintable). 2Lt 'Air Space' Sutton 
showed us all what can happen by being knocked cold 
in 30 seconds of his first round, Not wishing to embarass 
his platoon Commander, Sgt ian Robertson followed suit: 
such loyalty! However, revenge was sweet ned and honour 
restored by fierce and bloody fights by Pte Mouth Masson, 
Lcpls Gerry lindsay and Douglas Simpson, Ptes Davy 
Cole, Danny Cliff, Ricky Brown and a host of others. 
Pte Davy Riddell deserves special mention for 
his very popular bouts and merciless right handers · 
Sgt Reid , the team trainer, wept with joy. The result 
was a foregone conclusion for which everyone in the 
Battalion loves us. 

Railhead on Game Park Trip 



30 TIGER AND SPHINX 

Congratulations to Lcpl Jim Leask, Ptes Colin McDonald 
& Leslie Stewart for winning their weights. 

Our victory was fittingly celebrated at a party in the 
Britannia Club- the best yet. Pte Rickey Brown won 
the first raffle prize as usual. "Oggie Oggies" (the 
Company rallying call born out of Argentinian influence) 
resounded aroung Nee Soon and well done the wifies 
who so patriotally sported Company T-shirts. A hard 
core of revellers took the party onto Bugis Street 
whereupon the Company 21 C was approached and 
asked by a Bug is Street Sweetheart in a I isping voice 
"Oo is thes Oggy Oggy, is he nice boy?" This party 
was also an opportunity to thank WO. I I Carter and 
his wife, Terry, before they left for UK, for their great 
loyalty and hardwork during their stay with the Company. 
Many thanks to JC for his presentation of an inter platoon 
Tug of War challenge cup. 

No sooner had the misty clouds of Anchor induced 
euphoria lifted before we found ourselves back in the 
'J ' again. Exercise Laurel Wreath on a Batt.alion scale. 
The OC could hardly wait to get tabbing over the hills 
and Ptes Lewis Dingwall , Willie Bowers, Tam Milton 
and others wracked their brains for reasons not to 
go. Lewis Dingwall partially succeeded by being 
caught by the enemy with his trousers down and was 
not seen again! 

We doggedly tracked the enemy over hill and sale 
finally catching up with them to provide 2Lt Nick 
Sutton and 23 platoon with an excellent opportunity 
to join them for breakfast and swop yarns. 21 platoon, 
meanwhile had us all in stitches playing "catch me if you 
can" while Sgt Norman Jaffray instructed us on what 
a Gibbon sounds like on the radio. Now we can all 
take bearings on that strange noise! 

On we plodded with Lcpl Jim McMorrin getting fed 
up, developing a limp and being sent to heaven in a 
Wessex. Allah reciprocated by dropping a bottle of 
pencil ill in plus battery for Lcpl Bob Johnston on an 
indignant Pte Fred Booth. Yet still the elusive butter
fly that haunts the OC led us on. You think I jest? 
The torturous tracks that 23 platoon made and we 
followed could only have been made by such an insect. 

Back horne now we train to win the shooting competition, 
and the Tug of War, and the athletics and so on, so as to 
endear ourselves to everyone else. Pte Davy Riddell 
drops in for a chat with Commanding Officer after 
tipping a wink at who he thinks is the CO's clerk 
The Adjutant. The Pulada Dhoby team visit us regularly 
for coffee and a natter about old times and old bills and 
the 21 C laughs wearily . 

Farewell to WO II Carter and his family and welcome 
to CSgt Philip and his family who succeeds JC. 

Welcome also to: 

Pte Alistair Aitken 
Pte David Barrie 
Pte William Bogan 
Pte Robert Brand 
Pte David Cole 
Pte lan Duff 
Pte Robert Evans 
Pte Russell Gordon 
Pte Charles Inglis 
Pte Colin Jones 
Pte Colin McDonald 
Pte Archie McKay 
Pte Peter McMurray 
Pte William Park 
Pte David Riddell 
Pte Richard Sim 
Sgt David Henderson 

Perthshire 
Buckie 
Glasgow 
Aberdeen 
Middlesex 
Morayshire 
Aberdeen 
Aberdeenshire 
Aberdeen 
Bucks 
Fraserburgh 
Banffshire 
Edinburgh 
F raserbu rgh 
Banff 
Huntly 
Aberdeensh ire 

Our best wishes to the following who have left the Company 
since Christmas 74: 

Pte John McDonald 
Pte Roy king 
Pte George Melrose 
Pte Angus Scott 
Lcpl Allan Campbell 
Pte Eddie Merchant 
Pte William Mclellan 
Lcpl Russ Walker 
Cpl William Hornal 

Congratulations to the dads and mums of: 

Norman Keith son of Sgt and Mrs Jaffray 
Steven son of Lcpl and Mrs. Lindsay 
Colin son of Pte and Mrs. Broadley 

Finally congratulations to 22c for beating the invincible, 
or so we thought, Coy HO hockey team and to 21 and 
22 platoon, current light and heavy Company Tug of War 
champions. 

Special message to all our members: "What does B 
Company do?" 

THE RAJAH BROOKE TO BRUNEI 

(or ten days in the lap of luxury) 

By: 2Lt A J Maitland-Makgiii-Crichton 
The party consisted of 15 members of B Company with 

2Lt A Maitlan-Makgiii-Crichton in charge. 
The Rajah Brooke is a ship of the Straits Steam Ship 

Co-mpany and she does a two weekly run between Singapore 
and Muara in Brunei. 

We left Singapore on Rajah Brooke, all rather sur-
prised by the comfortal:!le cabins we had been put in. The 
trip to Muara took three days which proved to be a most 
relaxing time for all. On our arrival in Muara we were met 
by Captain Pash who was with the Battalion for six months 
in 1974, he had arranged a trip for us to see an I ban Long
house. The next day we left on assault boats with soldiers 
of the Royal Malay and Brunei Regiment, and these craft 

took us across the bay to Bangar. From Bangar we took 
trucks to river where we met long boats which were to take 
us up river to ti:Je I ban Longhouses. On our arrival we 
walked into the house and were greeted by the I bans. Only 
a few were present as it was the time of the Paddi harvest 
and the others were out harvesting the rice which is both 
the I bans' main source of food and selling power. We spent 
an hour with the lbans, asking questions to which they gave 
very interesting answers and throughout this time Captain 
Pash was translating from Malay to English. We returned 
to the Rajah Brooke by the same means for the night. The 
next day was to be spent looking around what seemed to 
be the nicest town in all S E Asia. There were many places 
of interest such as t he Mosque with the gold plated dome, 
the Winston Church i ll Memorial Museum and the Parliament 
Buildings. We had to be back on the Rajah Brooke for 
sailing time and then we started the three day journey back 
to Singapore which was as rugged as the trip out. In all the 
whole trip was a great success thoroughly enjoyed by all 
and everyone from B Company on the trip owe much to 
Captain Pash, The Royal Malay and Brunei Regiment and 
to the crew of SSS Rajah Brooke for a most enjoyable 
week. 

0 COMPANY 

Officer Commanding 
Second in Command 
Company Sergeant Major 
Company Quartermaster 

Sergeant 

Major R C I Robinson 
Captain A J Tait 
W02 R Booth 

CSgt G Reid 
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Officer Commanding 41 
Platoon 

41 Platoon Sergeant 
Officer Commanding 42 

Platoon 
42 Platoon Sergeant 
Officer Commanding 43 

Platoon 
43 Platoon Sergeant 

Sgt G Campbell 
Cpl W Fyfe 

2Lt P L W Whiteside 
Sgt A Colville 

2Lt G A Irvine-Fortescue 
Sgt H Sutherland 

Hullo 4 this is 42 - there's an elephant blocking the track 
ahead of us, over. 

4 Go round it, over. 

42 Can't, hillside is too steep on either side of the track, 
over. 

4 Withdraw 200 yards and drop a thunderflash, out. 

Fortunately the elephant ran off instead of charging. 
Perhaps like Sgt Campbell it was so deaf it couldn't make 
out which way the noise came from and charged in the 
wrong direction . Anyhow when Sgt Sabu Colville and Lcpl 
"Elephant Boy" Guthrie went gingerly forwara to recon
noitre, the beast had gone. 

We have had an eventful and enjoyable six months. 
Following on Christmas and New Year leave, a strong 
platoon from the Company under Mr Paxman and Sgt 
Milton joined the Composite Company, and went to New 
Zealand for six weeks training. By the time they had had 
days off to prepare beforehand and leave afterwards, we 
saw little of them for eight weeks. More about the visit 
appears elsewhere in the magazine. We will only say here 
that those who went had an unforgettable time. 

Many thanks Major Ord and his Company Headquarters 
who put so much work into the planning and execution 
of the visit. Sad to relate not a single trout was caught, 
OC Band D Coys have their own views on this extraordin
ary piece of incompetence. 

While the New Zealand Platoon was away the remainder 

of the Company was preparing for a demonstration platoon 
attachment to the Jungle Warfare Wing at Pulada . In late 
February, Mr. Whiteside and Corporal McMas~er departed 
with the Platoon and were based at Pulada until Mid March. 
About this time the Company Commander and the 21C 
decided to do a highly doubtful recce in the neighbourhood 
of area Bravo. Transported by McWilliam they set off 
early one morning. Relenless follow up in the pusuit of 
various butterflies led them down a little used logging 
track. All went well until the return, when a particularly 
clarty section of mud arrested progress at about 1500 hrs. 
Plenty of time to dig the vehicle out before last light. Have 
you ever tried to dig out a Land rover with a water bottle 
mug? Failure! The luckless Captain Tait was despatched 
to walk twelve miles to the main road to summon help, 
while McWilliam and the Company Commander settled 
down to an uncomfortable, hungry night (Neither had 
his survival pack). Help arrived at 0400 hrs and the OC 
thought he was being attacked by terrorists! The Land rover 
was finally recovered next day after the .Battalion winch 
four tenner had broken it's winch and had to be pulled 
out by a logging lorry. 

In Mid March the Company reformed. It was the first 
time that we had been really together as a Company since 
we sent a Demonstration Platoon to the Jungle Warfare 
Wing in November 1974. We had just over two weeks to 
settle down and prepare for the Brigade Exercise from 
1 - 11 April. Thus on April Fools Day we all set off for 
Exercise Three Bridges, on which our enemies were a 
Company of 2 Para and a squadron of the much vaunted 
SAS drawn from UK, Australia and New Zealand . For 
the first week we occupied a defensive position, chosen 
after careful recce, to minimise walking, fifty metres from 
the track. We dug and dug and realized that we had 
fotgotten more about digging than we thought we knew. 
It rained and the OHP began to look very sorry for 
itself, trench foot developed at an alarming rate. After three 
or four days we heard the very sad news that a New Zeal-

"A most interesting aroma" . Pte ian Buchan presents his feet for treatment to Pte ian Cameron, the company "Doctor". 



32 TIGER AND SPHINX 

ander had been killed by deadfall. This a danger one lives 
with in the jungle and it is inevitably not the rotting old 
trees that fall but those that look sound and healthy. The 
tragic news set everyone looking over their shoulders and 
the Sergeant Major suddenly realized that he had pitched 
Robin Russell , the Brigadier's son, under a particularly 
lethal looking tree. A night move took place and when 
day broke next morning Robin was seen to be sound 
asleep under an even more dangerous looking tree - you 
can't win . Robin spent a week with us, and thoroughly 
enjoyed himself tai$ing part in the exercise as a Rifleman . 
He is a credit to Wellington College CCF. After a week we 
had a sudden move by helicopter and the exercise closed 
with the Company strugling down a vertical hill in an im
possible dash against the clock to get into cut off positions, 
so we never saw an enemy all exercise and were never 
quite sure whether they saw us. 

After Three Bridges we returned to camp and started 
training seriously for the Novices Boxing. This took us up 
to Mid May when we had to go off on an exercise which 
had been planned before the boxing date was shifted, to 
take place from 19- 23 May. A Ring was cleared in the 
Jungle and the boxers continued to train. Apart from this, 
the exercise, an unusually gentle one, was remarkable for 
the stream of casevacs. On the first day Pte Hymas was 
choppered out, after embarrasing complications followed 
on a leech bite. Very unfortunately Mr Irvine-Fortescue 
suffered an eye injury on this lift when the down draught 
from the Wessex whipped a thorn into his eye. The eye 
got so painful that he had to be lifted out early next day 
and at the time of writing the eye is still in a critical con
dition, although he is in very good spirits about it. We all 
hope that things will turn out well. 

Lcpl Dougie Keith receives the Welter Weight Division 
belt in the Novices Boxing, from Br igadier G D J R 
Russell , OBE, Commander 28 Infantry Brigade. 

" Wh iteside gets his man" . 2Lt Peter Whiteside' s opponent on the c anvass i n a preliminary bout of the Novices Box i ng. He 
went on to w i n the Light Heavyweight Division. 
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On return from the jungle, our boxers set about their 
task. We did not win the competition, but we had six 
finalist s who won five of the ten finals, and we won the 
cup for the highest percentage of winners over all from the 
number of entries that we had. A very creditable perform
ance and a compliment to Cpl Brown to whom the result 
was particularly satisfying as he was due to leave the Army 
during the following week. He put a great deal of hard 
work into training the Boxers. This is the second compet
ition in which he has very successfully coached our teams, 
the first being the March and Shoot Competition in Dec
ember. His going will be a great loss to us and we wish him 
the very best of luck, and hope to see him when he returns 
to work in Singapore. 

After the Boxing, The Battalion Exercise which lasted 
from 27 May till 3 June. We covered a lot of ground, both 
vertical and horizontal , and even saw an elephant, as record
ed earlier . Finally on the 3rd of June D Company and B 
Company of 1 RNZIR stormed into the enemy camp to 
the accompanyment of much sound and firing . It was a 
good exercise, through largely unspoiled jungle teeming 
with life, although as usual little was seen. Perhaps the 
exercise will be best remembered for the longest water 
patrol on record - 0800 hrs - 1500 hrs. We've all done 
it some time or other though! 

All through this time the Company Footballers, ably 
di rected by the oldest centre forward cum manager in the 
league, have been working their way up so that now they 
stand at the top in an unassailable position. Well done all 
of them and particularly the Company Sergeant Major
" age shall not harm them nor the years condemn". 

The basketball players too have done very well and 
another old hand, Sgt " Speedy" Campbell has done 
wonders for them. We now have to beat Admin Company 
to win the Cup. 

To look to the future, the Battalion Rifle Meeting takes 
place shortly and as we sent a number of promising shots 
to train with the Battalion Team among them Pte Rab 
Hastie, Pte Des Gillies and Lcpl Hugh Gormley . 

This time of year always seems to find us preparing to 
go off on an exercise in area Charlie, and this year is no 
exception . It only remains to be seen whether the Com
pany Commander gets his revenge on th~ 21C for abandon
ing him at sea last year I 

During the last six months we have had many additions 
and subtractions from our strength. While there would not 
be room to mention them all in detail , we would particular
ly like to say goodbye to Sgt & Mrs Bill Mitchell, who 
have moved down one square and joined the Jungle Warfare 
Wing, and Sgt & Mrs Brian Knowles who have gone to the 
Depot at Glencorse. We have also lost Lt Paxman, who 
having been promoted, felt that he neede a change and 
went off to climb hills at Bridge of Don. The very best of 
luck to them all. 

Sgt "Speedy" Campbell, has shaved his beard, (though 
a handsome moustache remains), taken off his Viking 
Helmet and returned from the Shetlands, Mrs Campbell 
has remained in Quarters in Nairn and we look forward to 
seeing her when we reach Fort George. ! 

Sgt and Mrs Annie Colville have rejoined the Bridge of 
Don and Sgt Hank Sutherland has come to us on promo
tion from B Company. To these and all these who have 
left us or rejoined us during the last six months we wish 
them the best of luck . 

Appended below is a list of arrivals, postings and 
demobs also three additions to the Camp followers. 

As is appropriate, welcome, farewell or congratulations 
and the best of luck to all. 

Joined the 
Company 

Sgt Colville 
Sgt Campbell 
Cpl Elrick 
lcpl Kilgour 
Lcpl Keith 
Lcpl Sinclair 
Lcpl Culliven 
Pte Fraser 
Pte Geddes 
Pte Gerrie 
Pte Garioch 
Pte Gunn 
Pte Inglis 
Pte McKay 
Pte Riddoch 
Pte Robertson 22 
Pte Ross 
Pte Simpson 68 
Pte Sinclair 66 
Pte Willox 
Pte Walker 
Pte Scott 
Pte Riach 
Pte Gillies 76 

Posting or 
Transfer 

2Lt Paxman 
Sgt Milton 
Sgt Knowles 
Sgt Mitchell 
Cpl Shand 
Cpl Cole 
Lcpl Gibson 
Lcpl Milligan 
Pte Kirkwood 
Pte Bogie 
Pte Me Lecx:l 
Pte Porter 

Births 

Dernob 

Cpl Brown 
Pte Melrose 
Pte Wilson 
Pte Deans 
Pte Fraser 

Cpl Farmer a daughter 
Pte Gillies 76 a daughter 
Pte Wood a son 

SUPPORT COMPANY 

OC Support Company Maj A W Duncan 
21C Capt R A Lamb 
CSM W02 F Fraser 
CQMS CSgt G Green 
OC Mortars Lt L 0 Rhcx:les 
PI Sgt Sgt W McGill 
OC Anti Tanks Lt D L Connon 
PI Sgt Sgt I Muckle 
OC Assault Pioneers SSgt H McConnell 
PI Sgt Sgt T Beattie 

Over the pericx:l that these notes caver, the sad news 
of the death of Private Stephen Trigg in Singapore was a 
great shock. Stephen died on 18 May having served with 
us in Support Company for 3 years and his death has been 
keenly felt by all ranks of the Company. 

The word "Support" can mean many things and this 
became apparent to all who try and think of a suitable 
caption for a Company T Shirt. The more obvious impli 
cations of non-military Support were eahausted and 
eventually we branded ourselves simply as "specialists" 
and so a T Shirt of outstanding splendour emerged to 
compete with "signals", "too easy" and "oggie, oggie" 
what-ever that means? 

The specialists have not taken to designing and con
structing "loos" but have had a busy time improving their 
specialist skills. The Mortars have been man-packing their 
equipment through the jungle on three major exercises 
and have benefited greatly from this experience. The 
Assault Pioneers ever versatile - have been lucky to be 
able to train with explosives, Assault boats, power saws 
and mountains of defence stores to their hearts content, 
while the Anti Tank Platoon have explcx:led more 120mm 
HESH in six months than most infantry battalions see in 
as many years. Thus, the last six months have been busy 
and rewarding. 

Our only drawback has been the number of people 
who have left the Company. CSM Fred Fraser is a gocx:l 
deal happier now at the thought of 36 riflemen from A, 
Band D companies who are about to join us for our 
platoon cadres. 

The novices boxing was resurrected and the Company 
teams progress was disappointing but the enthusiasm was 
evident. Pte Gibb was our only finalist and the fact that 
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he was beaten should not detract from his efforts. 
Major Duncan's apptitude in training people to shoot 

straight enabled him to take charge of the Bn Shooting 
Team and at the time of writing he is in Colchester, (with 
1 B W not the other place!), with the team training for 
Bisley. His absence is keenly felt by Captain Lamb who 
is standing in for him. 

Looking to the future - Hong Kong is an attractive 
entry in our diary from 23 August - 15 September 1975. 
Last years concentration was much enjoyed by all ranks 
and we hope to enjoy. it as much this year. 

P.S. Anyone willing to look after a snake, chicken and 
dog farm at Nee Soon Officers Mess from Mid-August to 
Mid-September should apply to Major A W Duncan -
Singapore 591141 ext 3452 

MORTAR PLATOON 

The Mortar Platoon triumphs again! That was the 
general feeling after the Brigade Exercise in March, 
needless to say we came through with flying colou rs
Again! We were not long in Singapore again when Asahan 
loomed once more to disrupt our normal(?) routine. Only 
three days duration this time but since Sgt Geordie (Oh 
my back) Bryden was in charge the whisper was "Three 
days is long enough". Major Duncan caught a Python en 
route to Asahan and, needless to say his every command 
was instantly obeyed . "Yes Sir," "No Sir," "Don't feed 
me to your friend Sir" .Try again Sir, there are quite a few 
snakes around here which haven' t been caught yet . 

The next event on our calander was the Inter-Company 
Boxing. I am afraid we came away rather empty handed, 
but our contingent of; Ptes Buchan, Smith 16, Forbes, 
Wood, McKay 90, Duncan, Jaffrey 04 and L/Cpl Laing 
all kept their end up well . 

Following hard on the heels of the Boxing carne the 
Battalion Exercise. However, between the two carne 
another memorable event, Sgt Bryden left us to take up 
his post as Chief of Police, Nee Soon Barracks, all the 
best in your new job, but with so many crooks and vaga
bonds here we won't wish you success in your crime 
fighting. Congratulations on missing yet another Exercise, 
pass on your secret sometime. 

Meanwhile back in the Jungle, there is so much praise 
lavished on us on these Exercises that one of these days 
we shall be accused of blowing our own trumpets, so I 
shall simple say we were magnificent and leave it at that 
as modesty forbids me to say more. We had Sgt "Smudger" 
Smith with us for his first Exercise with the Platoon and 
he is reported to have acquitted himself honorably. How
ever, can anyone explain why he turns nasty (or nastier) 
every time he hears "Deck of Cards" on the radio? 
Perhaps the same explanation would suffice for why every
one could contact evryone else but no one could cantact 
c/s 5(51) or 5(52) . 

Lcpl "Boomerang" Campbell has once again been 
working with our "Down Under" Allies, unfortunately, 
just like a real boomerang he keeps coming back. 

We are now back in "Peace-time" location, never to 
see the "J" again (We hope). Next week we are taking 
part in the Battalion Small Arms Meeting, and since we 
have many veterans from the Brigade Meeting we have 
high hopes of sweeping the board. Then comes the long 
awaited ·Mortar Cadre, so we should have some new faces 
by the next notes. In August we leave for "Concentration 
75" in Hong Kong. If both the Cadre and the Concentration 
live up to previous ones, the next notes should be full of 
funnies , so we shall leave you now eagerly awaiting the 
next issue of "Tiger & Sphinx" . 

P.S. Congratulations go to Lcpl Mcilroy on his pro
motion and to Pte Jaffrey 04 and his wife on the birth 
of their son. 

ANTI TANK PLATOON 

It is with regret that I have to sta rt these notes on a 
note of sadness. On the night of the 18t h May 1975, the 
platoon heard of the tragic death of Pte Stephen Trigg. 
Stephen joined the platoon on our 1st tour in Belfast and 
showed himself to be a keen soldier who was always cheer
ful and helpful. 

The platoon sends their sympathy to his family in 
Fraserburgh on their great loss. 

Since the last notes we have had a change of OC. Capt 
Lamb has left us to take over as Support Company 21C and 
the platoon wish him all success in his new job. Mr Con non 
has stepped into the breech as the new platoon commander 
and has just returned from his Ant i T ank Platoon Com
manders Course at Netheravon muttering things like" 
"sneaky beaky approach" and "Flexibi lity is the great cry, 
but so flexible that we wobble" . One hopes that he adapts 
to the heat again. 

We must also welcome Sgt I an Thomson who has joined 
us from A Coy and provided he does not booby trap the 
office or guns he should be with us for some time. We 
have said farewell to Cpl I an Curren who has left the Army 
and also Cpl Brown who is now working in the Sgt's Mess. 
We wish them both much success in their new jobs. 

We have played hosts to 2 Para who borrowed our 
guns and equipment for a shoot at Asahan . This w as a 
good shoot and much enjoyed by the platoon and the 
Paras. It was however marred by the stew which w as p ro
duced· by 2 Para one evening. The boys were quite astound · 
ed that any cook outside the Gordons could actually 
burn campo stew. It just shows the extent to which they 
are spoilt . 

The Brigade exercise gave the platoon the chance to 
show their worth in the jungle. The task was to guard the 
Rebro station and this the platoon did well. Sgt Thomson 
gets a special mention here as he decided to booby trap 
the camp site to ] rotect it from unwanted visitors. The 
booby traps were such a success that when the visitors 
arrived they were caught with their pants down as the 
traps were sprung while they were relieving themselves. 

Sgt Moodie played this exercise out getting a darker 
shade of chocolate back in the rear where he was act ing 
quarty i.e. in preparation for his new job. 

The Battalion exercise which followed shortly after, 
gave the platoon a chance to be enemy along with A Coy . 
Once again the platoon did very well and harassed B Coy 
1 RNZI R continually - who needs a platoon commander. 
BOXING 

Novice boxing was the name of the game in May and 
the platoon did fairly well in the opening stages. Poly bags 
and track suits were seen running about Nee Soon. The 
only comments heard were, "see this sweat, all the beer 
coming out, fit a waste" . 

The Cadres are about to start and all tlie Netheravon 
patter is coming out of the instructors. 

The platoon awaits a large draft from rifle companies 
to be trained as anti tank gunners. No doubt the war 
stories will be flowing thick and fast. 

BIRTHS 

We have also had a minor populat ion explosion in the 
platoon. 

Sgt Moodie a son 
Lcpl McCallum a son 
Cpl Cole a son 
Pte Taylor a daughter 
Lcpl Park a daughter 
Lcpl Robertson a daughter 

Congratulations to them al l. 
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ASSAULT PIONEERS BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM 

Since the last notes the "Chunk ies" have been reduced 
in numbers with the loss of Cpl George Christie to the 
Officers Mess at the Bridge of Don and Pte T am Berry to 
civi l ian l ife and Sgt Jake Innes who left us on posting to 
Glencorse. 

In January the platoon moved to Asahan for five days 
to do demolition training . We covered booby traps, cutting 
charges on steel beams, claymore mines and tree blasting. 
We must have cleared most of the jungle i n the training 
area by blowi ng some 46 trees. 

Lcpl (Monsoon) Cowe is on a Junior NCO's Cad re. 
You w i ll fi nd him walking about camp mumbling to him
self. Pte ian Mitchell has taken over storeman and every
thing has t urned upside down, you can't stand still for 
one minute unless you w ant to be pai nted green. Keep up 
the good work Mitch, we will soon have the best store in 
the Coy. 

In February we took to the sea and spent an enjoyable 
few days on watermanship training in and about the Islands 
of Singapore. SSgt "Buster" Crabb MacCo nnell spent 
much of the time water sk iing or, at least, tried. An army 
assault boat does not really compare with a proper ski 
boat and our engi ne w as gro ssly underpowered. However, 
ski n diving is more in h is line. 

Talking of " Buster", SSgt Hugh MacConnell was our 
boxi ng coach for the Novices Boxing. Ptes Gibb and 
Thomson were t he rea l attractions and Pte Thomson was 
seen for days after his fight with a collar round his neck 
having nearly broken it. Pte Gibb reached the finals - well 
done! 

The recent Brigade Exercise provided a good deal of 
work prior to it. The main task was to put Bn HQ under· 
grou nd with the aid of 100 lbs of explosives. Having built 
the CP, there was little else for us to do. Pte "Gomer" 
Pyle Mooney made a new friend, however, when a monkey 
woke him up o ne morning . He t hought it was Pte "Tich" 
Barrie waking him up to stand-to. 

At present we are prepar ing for our cadre and hope 
soon to have some new faces in t he platoon. 

COMMAND COMPANY HEADQUARTERS 

oc 
CSM 
CQMS 

Capt M N B N Ross 
W0 2 G Garden 
CSgt W Murdoch 

T o start these notes I would l ike to welcome our two 
new members to Coy HQ. Capt R oss who has taken over 
OC of the Coy and to CSM Geordie Garden who has 
slipped into the hot seat. 

As well as being OC of the Coy , Capt Ross has t he 
difficult job of moving t he Batta lion and all famil ies back 
to UK. 

CSM Geordie Garden who came to join us fran t he 
Army Youth Tea:n has settled into the routine of CSM. 
As well as being the CSM, Geordie Garden has the task as 
being WO Presiding o ver the Cpls Club and is in charge of 
the entertainments in the Sgts Mess as well as working 
along with the PR Cell. 

Pte Bill Fraser, better known as" Fritz t he Zip" has 
made a remarkable recovery after having a fight with a 
tank belonging to the SAF. I am still tryi ng to figure out 
who won. A word of thanks must go to his wife, Avril , 
who sat by his bed all day whilst he was in hospita l. 

Congratulations must go to Lcpl Strachan better 
known as " Typewri ter" on h is recent promotion to Lcpl. 

Finally we say farewe ll to Capt Kennedy who has 
moved across to h is full time j ob in the PR Cell as PRO. 
We also say farewe ll to W02 Bill Ross who has flown home 
to Aberdeen to take over CSM of the 2/51 Highland 
Volunteers. 

The time has come once again to turn the clock back 
- 6 months back - and try to re-cap. If thats not a good 
start to a poem, what is? 

Firstly, a general account of events. The battalion went 
on leave at Christmas and New Year and, of course, so did 
we; but not too much . On the day we broke up several 
of the Orderly Room members decided to bring Capt Price 
a seasonal nip. As it .was, he was busy, and he was busy, 
and he kept the cheery committee waiting. Abviously they 
were armed with various spirits and by the time they were 
ready to wish Capt Price well they were quite under the 
weather, what was to be a well-wishing visit turned out 
to be the Adjutant' s day. of judgement, and the Committee 
were duly "High ported" . That was only the start of many 
unprintable events. 

New Year ever, we all sat down to tackle 1975. Amid 
ranges, exercises and sports afternoons we managed to 
put in a few office hours. The Documents FFR Inspection 
occurred and discovered that although the Adjutant's 
PULHEEMS were the only ones up to date, everything was 
in good order. 

Now that our withdrawal dates are all clear, Deo et RAF 
volente, preparations are going ahead to return the Battalion 
to Fort George. Just to make sure noboy gets bored with 
having too little to do, a movement cell has been set up 
under Sgt Morrison to umpire the companies for the prize 
for who can al t er their flight lists most between weekly 
amendments- a version of " Pass the Person" , between 
Advance, Pre-advance and Rear Party lists. 

Secondly, the individuals. We bade farewell to Capt 
Price in March. He has left for 2/51 Highland Volunteers 
We wish him luck and trust he had a happy reign . 

His successor is the fabled Capt Forbes, who arrived 
amidst cries of Ayo Gurkhali!! H is Kukri has been replaced 
by a Sgian Dubh . Anyway there are no buffalo in 
Sinapore to behead, only clerks and the Assistant Adjutant, 
who departed precipitately for UK on an I Os course in May 
leaving the Adjutant to make cut his own Orderly Officer 
rosters and answer his own phone for a change. 

The Chief Clerk won his well deserved promotion. He 
happens to be our first ' Gordon OROMS' since 1968 
(I remember t he last one with a mexture of nostalgia, fear 
and respect). He has taken up fishing out here. He tells us 
t hat it is in preparation for the BE Tests. Is he trying to 
sweep the desert? We,ll soon know, 

Sgt Moore with us for a short spell. It was good to see 
him back from Shorncliffe. Whille he was here he was 
instrumental in putting bowling on the Battalion. sports map. 
We all had h im taped as a militant because of his talks of 
strikes, but they were merely skittle strikes. 

Sgt Morrison replaced Sgt Moore after a break from 
clerical work and has surprised us all as to how quickly 
he has re-adapted himself. He is handling the discipline side 
of things with great effort and confidence, and has a second 
string in his fiddle with the Battalion RHE move. 

Cpl F.A .Amos (what a sense of humour his parent 
had) still manages to combine work with pleasure, ie, DC Is 
and dirty booksl He has taken over as G clerk . He only 
took the job because we assured him it didn,t stand for 
gruesome clerk. Well, a white lie never harmed anyone. 

Cpl "I'm married a Ad educated" Davidson has j us1 
finished his EPC course and is now on a spot of leave. We 
hope he does well on his course. He has also taken up fish
ing, but his reason is that he has to get food somehow. 

Cpl Rabone ('Bones', if you are anatomically inclined) 
came back in January after padding his B1 course. He has 
now taken up massage treatment after coming out of a cer
tain parlour wearing nothing but a smile. He wasn't only 
there for the beer either1 

Lcpl 'Postie' McNamara continues his race against Wells 
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Fargo. I'm afraid the traffice here is too much for him to 
put up with and he keeps on pleading for a shot gun. First 
you must learn to put the postage stamps on target Mac, 
then maybe you'll get your gun. 

Recently it happened. The Orderly Room went berserk 
and promoted a Private, but not too much. The new Lcpl 
is 'Titch' Barclay. Less of the Titch, he just said . He 
reached the finals of-the Battalion Navies Boxing Compet
ition, for which we say congrat ulations, also for the prom
otion. 

We are now left with the true proletariats, Ptes Jim Reid 
and Tony George. Jim, is as always, earnestly carrying out 
his jobs of filing and despatch, also closing the Adjutant's 
car windows when it ra ins. He now controls the store as 
well. Have you ever tried to get stationery from t he Chief 
Clerk? Well , you want to try it now. It's like try.ing to 
take a bone from a d og. Even the paper is stacked in single 
so you can't get too much 

Tony is the crank . I am referring to h is job not his mental 
stability . The amount of skins he runs off each day would 
tire Tarzan. He is the Orderly Room's answer to the bionic 
man. 

Personalities having been duly dissected, and I was told 
not to be boring on the history of events so there's no more 
on that either 

Yours till the sphinx winks, 

The Clerks 

POSTING ORDER 

With the deepest apologies to G K Chesterton 
Dim pipes playing, in the hills half heard -
In the 92nd' s fastness a Highlander has stirred; 
Where, risen from his snowbound seat behind old Hadrian's 

Wall , 
A new seconded officer packs his baggage at the call , 
A new (well , part-worn) officer to whom the call has come 
To speed a-winging Southward and leave his reeking lum; 
To that enormous silence, with uniforms hal-made 
He comes begirt in olive green to join his new Brigade. 
Rifle bugles blowing to tell you how to drill, 
Arguments all settled by saying " It will mil" , 
Diceboard black and scarlet in the sunshine bold, 
Kilmarnock, lafi topi and the cannon black and gold, 
Marching-past at one-four-oh, never mind the sun, 
Then the foot -and then the basket-ball and bajis when its 

done, 
Arguments on uniform, how Officers should dress: 
On Number Fours and Sixes is the lali more or less? 
Holding of the men up as the best of all the free. 

" Welcome to Hong Kong, hajur; 
Drink this - 'twill suit you well, I'm sure" , 
The 92nd Highlandure 
' s become a Sirrnooree. 

A .I.O. F. 
NOTE: This appeared in the Journal of the 2nd King 

Edward VII's Own Goorkhas' (The Simoon 
Rifles) in 1973, and is reproduced by kind 
permission of the Assistant Editor. 

REJOINING 

1. The bugles have played "Lutz ow's Wilde Jagd", 
The orderly's said goodbye, 
The Company's wished me "Good luck Sahib" , 
To Singapore I must hie. 

2 . From the rifle green and starched OG, 
From Brunei' s jungle ways, 
From Quarter Guard mounting on Friday morns, 
Panega' s Saturday haze. 

3. 

4 . 

5 

1 . 

From the b hat and t he 21 C's rep ort , 
Fro m t he dril l at one- four - oh, 
From basket-ba ll baj is and bandobast 
T o Singapore I must go. 

T o Adjutant' s desk , glengarry and kil t
(CO's are at nine-t hirtee) -
The Colours and heavy infantry red, 
Back t o Jocks' evening tea, 

T o the bagpipes te lling t he time o f d ay , 
To the cl erks and the f i les; my 
Company' s b idden me " Farewell , sa hib" . 
To Singapore I will hie. 

OR OMS 
with apologies to John Masefield 

vv 

I must go down to t he off ice agai n, to t he f il es 
t ow er ing high, 

Ans all I ask is a Chief Clerk's desk with no ai r
co nd itioner n igh; 

Wit h no ORS, and t hree t rainee clerks, and the In 
t ray break ing, 

And an in tercom wit h an Adjutant wi t h p robl ems 
quaking. 

2 . I must go down to th e off ice aga in, fo r the ca ll of 
the rampant fil es 

Is a wild call and a clear ca ll to my incipien t 
piles; 

And all I ask is a heavy mail w ith t he rockets 
flying, 

And Camps Cat A and Camps Cat B for UK 
trying. 

3. I must go down t o t he office again, to th e In and 
Out tray life, 

T o the P20s and t he mis-typed sk in s wh ere 
Cor rect ine sta ins are rife, 

And all I ask is early ret urns wi th no errors in 
typing, 

And an em pty tray at day 's end wi t h no clerks 

Quote ! 

gr iping . 

REGIMENTAL POLICE 

Provost Sergeant 
Provost Corporal 

Sgt Bryden 
Lcpl Bell 

vv 

" People in Glasshouses should n' t t hro w sto nes" 
Unq uote ! 

Since ou r last notes t here have been a considerabl e 
number o f changes with in ou r Depart men t. 

Sgt Norton has t urned it up and gone to the London 
Scottish as CQMS. We wi sh him t he best o f luck and success 
in his new appoint m ent. 

We w elco me Sgt Bryden from SP Coy as t he new 
" Watchdog" and wish him t he best, keep y our coo l G B. 

New arrivals to t he fo ld are Lcp ls l\ll iln e, Wil so n, Milligan 
and McKe nzie, to all we b id we lco me and hope y our st ay 
w ill be _a long and happy one. 

The Bn Exe rcise" Laurel Wreath" was w ell represented 
by Lcpls M i lne and McKe nzie, both had an enj oy able t ime 
in t he Bn CP and retu rned to the f o ld worse fo r wea r b ut 
wiser. 

We are happy to say t hat Lcpl s Will ie Bell , Mick 
Hubbard and Beep Beep Willi ams are still wi t h us, long 
may t hey remain. 

NOTES 

1. Lcpl Milne rece ived a p resenta t ion of a Pots Chamber 

,J 

1 

' 
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from a member of the Red Berets who obviously 
mistook it for a crown . Not to be outdone the Para 
left with a present from all the staff which shall 
remain nameless. 

2. Thanks are in order to the members of SP Coy for 
their kind thoughts in the message received in the 
record request played for the Provost Sgt by BFBS 
Radio, stay tuned you Specialists for the return 
request. 

THE MEDICAL CENTRE 

Back again with some more news about our Medical 
Centre. Since our last entry in the Tiger and Sphinx quite 
a lot of things have been happening. We've had a turnover 
in staff starting with RMO. Capt Mcleod, having been with 
us since 1971 has gone to a slightly cooler climate to act 
as MO for the Padderborn Garrison. Lcpl Sheridan has left 
this suny isle for the Bridge of Don, Aberdeen to get ready 
for the big plunge into civilian life. We wish him and his 
family all the best in their new life. Pte Rennie has left us 
to go to the RAMC Depot wher he is to join the Corps and 
train as an RAMC Medical Assistant. We wish him luck 
and hope he gets on well. 

Cpl Comiskey spent a short time in New Xealand doing 
Medical cover for Ex Printed. 

We have some new faces on the staff. Pte Smith, Sp Coy, 
has rejoined us after a short spell with the Anti-Tk Pl. Pte 
Jones joins us from B Coy, Pte Stacey from A Coy and Pte 
Cameron from D Coy. All seem to be settling in well under 
the watchful eye of Sgt Baillie, who has been a little busy 
recently with an Education course. 

Cpl Kelly has been also very busy with the Bn's impend
ing return to UK. He is often seen either at Nee Soon or UK 
Military Hospital, Changi or somewhere between the two 
in a neverending crusade against Mediacl stores at Changi. 

Lcpl Maybury has found someone who shares the same 
interest in Golf as he does, as our new MO, Major Smith 
RAMC, is also a golfing fanatic. 

RECCE PLATOON 

Hi everyone, this is your tame Far East Correspondent 
putting pen to yet "another" piece of paper. Since I last 
wrote the Reece PI has been whipped into shape by the 
combined whips of Sunrays c /s 60, 61, 62 and 63. Serious
ly everyone has worked extremely hard and I think we 
have something to show for it. 

The Brigade Exercise was a good "shake down" exercise 
for us although we could only put four patrols on the 
ground. Our job was to observe the likely enemy routes 
over the border. c/ s 60 disappeared to the top of a hill for 
ten days, only coming down for a resupply of food , and 
emerged with ten days fine growth saying guiltily "we 
were short of water". c/ s 61 spent ten days chasing around 
every likely enemy position and finding nobocfy. Maybe 
the enemy smelt "Staffs" fish and retreated quickly, the 
other three men in his patrol were issued with clothes pegs 
on the re-supply I wonder why? c/s 62 and 63 appeared to 
have something going for them. They spent the whole 
exercise never more than 1 00 metres apart, never moved 
more than 500 metres and had 50% of the Battalion's 
contacts. They eventually found the enemy 'guns' (which 
had only moved in the day before) and Lcpl Boyd and 
Mclean got caught in the process. 

The Battalion Exercise at the end of May saw us once 
again tabbing in front of the Battalion. We found the enemy 
camp within 2 hours of setting up a patrol base. "Staff" 
got caugt)t on his way back when his big legs took him too 
far ahead of Skinner and Muirhead's wee uros. He was 
rapidly rescued by c/s 62 and 63 (note together again) and 
we got a prisoner into the bargain. We helped c/s 7, our 

Kiwi friends, do the close recce of the enemy camp although 
they had slightly different ideas on how it should be done. 

These two exercises have been the biggest events s_ince 
I last wrote but I think it shows that the cross training in 
signals, tracking and map reading has paid off. 

Actually we have had another incident of equal 
proportions when Andy Muirhead managed to sink a 
land rover, in fact it ended up as two. As you can imagine 
this is a long and complicated story but I'll do my best to 
summarise it accurately. While the PI was having lunch at 
Jason's Bay on its way to Pulada, Andy Muirhead was 
dispatched to buy cold soft drinks from the Kampong. 
Coming back along the beach his land rover inadvertently 
became bogged down while trying to get that one out, 
we got the remaining land rover bogged down. We tried to 
borrow a tractor, elephant, water-buffalo, anything, but 
this failed . Unfortunately the tide then started coming in! 
However we got them out next day with the help of Cpl 
Tiny from the MT and theRE's. Andy Muirhead was 
seen later counting the money in his piggy bank and the 
PI Comd was seen clutching his cheque book and muttering 
B----y drivers. 

The PI T -Shirt has been a great success and in our, and 
others opinion the 'best yet'. The idea of having HMS 
Reece and a picture of a land rover sinking beneath the 
waves wasn't appreciated by certain members of the Pl. 
The front has a picture of a blood hound smoking a 
Boss/Staff type pipe and studying a foot print through a 
magnifying glass with 'Reece' over the top and under
neath 'Eyes' and 'Ears' . On the back is a picture of a 
Jock being chased by an elephant, (see last edition T & S) 
and the words 'Tracking - Nae Sweat' . 

Unfortunately we have lost quite a few Reece PI 
stalwarts. Lcpl Bertie Shuff must be feeling his age as 
he transferred to the RCT, down the road, to drive big 
lorries. Adam, known internationally as 'Sevens' joined 
the gunners and Lcpl Bob Muir to ciwy ·street. Lcpl 'Mo' 
Morrison is being demobbed soon and he hopefully is 
going to work in a distillery in Keith, we hope so as well! 
Sgt Dent 78 and Cpl McMurray are both going to the RRT, 
be careful of the ;Jicoholic poisoning guys! Can you 
imagine a Reece PI without a Dent! Finally Cpl Rettie is 
off to D Coy. To you all thanks for your hard work and I 
hope your replacements are as good as you were. 

RSO 
A/RSO 
Signal Stores 
Radio Sgt 

SIGNAL PLATOON 
Lt A J M Durcan 
S/Sgt J F Davidson 
Sgt Donald 
Sgt Allan 

Following the abuse heaped upon the compilers of 
the last brief instalment of the History of the Signal 
Platoon, by "Ed" and his cronies, it has been decided that 
these notes will be shortened. The purpose of this, of 
course, is to allow the Drums & Pipes even more space for 
their recruiting campaign, and to give the Company 
Commander a chance to write more than his customary 
19 lines. 

Turning first of all to matters military: since December , 
the platoon has continued to provide its behind-the-
scenes contributions to Bde/Bn/Coy exercises; A Company 
went to New Zealand on Ex Printed, taking with them Cpl 
"Allie" Buchan, & Ptes "Zeke" Stewart & Davey Philip as 
their Sigs Detachment. This was followed by Exercises 
Three Bridges and Laurel Wreath which stretched the 
platoon's flexibility and Sense of humour to the Limit. 

Non-stop cut-price cadres of every variety (2 CRUs 
and 2 RRUs per Coy and 2 Std 2s at least) were run, 
.I(Vith the usual reaction from the instructors wives to 
their husbands midnight oil burning and continued 
excursions across the causeway. They still don't believe 
that they were all innocent exercises. Our thanks, anyway, 
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to the wives for their patience and good humour. 
The usual pilgrimages were made to Warminster; Ptes 

Campbell & Christie 39 Attended & passed Regimental 
Signallers courses, & Lcpl Duthie has just returned to 
boost the ranks of the RS Is. 

With the Bn Lcpl Christie 55 attended & passed a 
JHCO Tac Cadre in March, while Bruce 36 (promoted to 
Lcpl on the last day of his cadre) passed out as best 
student on the JHCO Hon Tac Cadre in May. Our 
compliments to him on his promotion & placing on the 
Course. At the same time Lcpl Andy Parry got his 
second tape, just in time to be dhobied along with Jocky 
Morrison, Moshe Guyan & Zeke Stewart for the double 
Rebro Stati on during the Bn Exercise; It is still not surely 
known how many nets were going through that station, 
particularly by the people who ran it! Last to be 
mentioned (but not the least) congratulations to "Senator 
Ed" Kennedy on his promotion to Lcpl (Note! not Local 
any more) at the end of last year. Lcpl Smudge Smith, 
Drett McPher:&On, Hammie Hamilton, Rennie the Rat, 
Ralphie Bruce & Zeke Stewart reached the dizzy Heights 
of Grade 1 soldiers. They haven't yet got round to buying 
a round for the PI with their new found wealth but we 
live in hope. 

Sgts Donald & Allan disappeared in January to the 
Education Centre along with apparently most of t he other 
Sgts in the Bn to sit their EPC (A). We have recently 
learned that Sgt Donald passed CS gaining a distinction, 
and MC, Sgt Allan only had to sit CS and also passed . At 
the present time they are both waiting with bated breath 
to be recalled to the Education Centre to sit their 
reamining subjects. 

In May S/Sgt Davidson's refereeing comm itments 
dragged him away from the platoon yet aga in, this time 
to organise and referee in the Bn Novices Boxing 
Competition, taking with him several "willing" gladiators 
namely "Skiddy" Kidd ; Davey Philip, "Mullie" Murray, 
"John" Watt, "Witch" Lynch and " Jim the Jap" T aylor 
(who volunteered without threat or coersio n) to try their 
hand at the noble art. Congratulations to Kidd on winning 
his weight, and to the others, especially Pte Philip who 
mangled his hand on his opponents jaw. 

On the social side a Tramps Ball was held at the 
Alpine Social Club in Chip Bee, where Lcpl & Mrs. Duthie 
were by far the best dressed (or worst dressed) tramps 
there, though why they thought it was a formal do we can 
not imagine. Sergeant Major Easson finally got his 
presentation from the platoon although it has taken him 
two terms as A / RSO to get it. Pte Ralph ie Bruce has left 
for what he thinks is a pay rise with the scaleybacks (R 
Sigs) . N·ot satisfied with that and taking any exucse for a 
party we held another one in May for Pte "Piggy" Trotter' s 
departure to the RRT. Naturally Bill "Raffles" Ralph 
organised the raffle and naturally he won the two most 
expensive p r izes. 

Internal training takes place when time permits . . . 
Cpl Pratt has distinguished himself as a high powered morse 
instructor and soon we hope he will be able to manage 8 
wpm ... Lcpl " Podge" Christie is st ill on the platoon 
nominal roll and occasionally drops in to collect his food 
and accomodation refund. Lcpl Sandie Christie has taken 
up Sport Parachuting (and is looking a lot greyer and thin ner) 
and in the process managed to bend an ankle. His ankle has 
mended , however, and we are still trying to cure him of 
leaping from perfectly serviceable aircraft. Lcpl "Smudger" 
Smith has at last acquired an almost new boiler suit, complete 
with oil stains, grease marks and faded patches to complete 
his image as a veteran driver. " Moshe" Guyan has decided to 
resist the urge to return to the Sinai . .. Pte " Jocky" Morrison 
is still hurtling ro und a variety of athletics tracks in 
Singapore and occasionally finds time to represent the Bn 
at athl etics. Sometimes he even finds time to do some 

signalling. Pte "Rab" Yule has now got an intact pair of 
glasses from a k indly optician in Singapore. No excuses will 
be accepted for failing the annual classification. 

Turning finally to the most important part of the Signal 
Platoon our thanks to Mrs. Davidson, Kenny, Pratt , Parry, 
Smith , Kennedy and Guyan for so kindly helping with the 
Trafalgar House Flag Day Collection at 12 hrs notice, thus 
giving their husbands a chance to see what baby sitting is 
like. On the subject of wives and families co ngratulations 
to Mrs. Marguerite Kenny , Mrs. Patsy 8ruce, Mrs. 
Catherine Christie and Mrs. Evelyn Armour who each had 
a son. Their names have been logged for the 1992 RRU 
Cadre. 

We welcome Pte Jim Crighton from A Coy who has just 
arrived and is just getting over the shock. We are sorry to 
say goodbye to Cpl Buchan after his brief but busy 18 
months in the signa l platoon. Pte Malcolm has left to join 
the RCT, and " Piggy" Trotter to Aberdeen to pick up 
some more signals recruits . Rumour has it that there may be 
an addition to the Signal Pl atoon wives club, but this is 
as yet unconfirmed . The full story will be published in 
detail in the next T & S notes, so watch this space! 

THE INTELLIGENCE SECTION 
10 
INT SGT 
INT STAFF 

Lt the Hon I.D .W. Chant-Sempill 
Cpl Henry 
Pte Kynoch 
Pte M itchell 

Gottfried Reinhardt once said; "You know there are 
three kinds of Intelligence - the Intelligence of man, the 
Intelligence o f the animal , and the Intelligence of the 
military. In that order." 

This of course is a purely personal point of view. In a 
modern context the comparison no longer applies. Surely 
the 'Soldier of the 70's' is showing more Intell igence in 
everyday affairs than he is credited for by the mass media 
and world pressure groups. The archaic concept that a 
soldier should never be allowed to think for himself has 
been disproved many times and is, I am glad to say , 
disappearing. 

These comments are not an exercise in soul searching; 
they are on paper as proof that the Intelligence Section 
can not only think, but also think aloud. So to all those 
self opinionated critics who question our qual i fications, 
remember that our role is clearly defined and plays a 
vital part in everyday Battalion life. 

The four man elite Intelligence Section is always 
searching for qualifications, and we are glad to say that 
the 10 is at long last homeward bound for h is Intelligence 
Officers course. Cpl Henry with long experience in the I nt 
Section will be available to answer all queries pertaining to 
"the need to know" questions. 

Internal recruiting is flourishing with the birth of a 
son to Eric and Evelyn Kynoch, and one well on the way 
for "Scottie" and Lenora Mitchell. We even have " Kim", 
a dog of hyper intelligence undergoing very strenuou s 
training for the United Kingdom under command of Alan 
and Sandra Henry . With our steadily increasing manpower, 
who knows we may even have a VC 10 to ourselves for the 
return journey! In fact between now and Fort George we 
are assisting in organising the return of the Battalion . How 
versatile we are. 

As far as external recruiting is concerned, the lnt 
Section will be scouring the Battalion for an increase in 
staff. This is all in preparation for Northern Ireland, and 
we are looking forward to meeting all willing applicants. 
You can all be guaranteed that the job will be interesting 
and above all rewarding . 
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THE 

CoMPLETE CRAFTSMAN 

The design and manufacture by skilled craftsmen 
of jewellery made to your specifications. 

Extensive repair facilities on a normal 7 day turn-round, but, 
a special one day emergency service is available. 

Specialists in ladies' and gent.'s rings, 
modern and Victorian, engagement and wedding, 

Extensive selection of necklaces, pendants, brooches and 
other exclusive fine jewellery pieces. 

ALL REGIMENTAL BADGES SUPPLIED FOR THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

MICHAEL JEWELLERS (ABERDEEN) LIMITED 13 McCOMBIES COURT ABERDEEN 

TELEPHONE 0224 28707 
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DRUMS & PIPES 
Pipe President Major R.C.I. Robinson 
Pipe Major SSgt J. Kerr 
Drum Major Sgt B. Huntington 
Well , it's thon time again. We would like to start the 

notes on possibly a slightly unhappy oote. As readers may 
remember from the previous Edition we mentioned that 
Drummie Brian Huntington although, totally blind for a 
period of three weeks, had regained his sight in one eye. 
The continuing story of the very senous matter 1s that he 
did progress favourably through the early months of 1975 
but then was the victim of a relapse resulting in some pretty 
rotten headaches. It seemed impossible for the experts here 
on the Island to diagnose and he was duly shipped back to 
Millbank Hospital in London . We are now glad to say that 
his condition has been diagnosed and he is at present 
receiving var,i.Qus treatments. We can only keep our fingers 
crossed at this stage and hope everything works out for 
him. The Regiment has said he may return to complete the 
tour of Singapore when he is cured. Knowing the Drummie 
this will just be the right incentive t o get him back to good 
health . 

The tour of Australia did take place and it turned out 
as expected , a really super job. Capt Colin Harper produced 
an Edinburgh Tattoo type of show which really goes down 
a bomb with the Aussies. The highlight of the show was of 
course the appearance of the Drums & Pipes and Military 
Band. We had worked hard to provide a really slick show 
the greatest difficulty being to confine it to twenty . 
minutes yet provide maximum movement and good mus1c. 
The spectators loved it and proof of this was the roaring 
trade we did in sales of Records, T Vests and Reg1mental 
Souvenirs. Two other Pipe Bands were in attendance 
namely the Australian ·Cameron Highlanders (TA) and 
the City of Perth Police Pipe Band . These were two good 
Bands but in all fairness we thought 1f they would st1ck to 
the more traditional music of the Bagpipes they would 
enhance their performance to no end. The "Jazz Stuff" 
is perhaps OK as a gimmick from time to time but really 
does nothing for the instrument . The fallacy of trying to 
blend Pipes with other instruments such as electrical . 
organs and the like is always a strong top1c of argument. · 
Would. it not be fair to say that the Bagp1pes w1th Drum 
accompaniement is a most exhilarating and complete 
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sound and needs no additional instruments? See what we 
mean , arguments!!! 

On the Social side we had a marvellous time. It was 
unbelievable to see again such old f aces as Ex Drum Sgt 
Bill Fluchar "Podge" to some of the oldies . He had 
travelled some two thousand miles with his f amily to be 
with us for the duration of our stay . Needless to say he 
was after as much kit as we could supply to keep his 
flourishing Pipe Band going. This w as the other remark
able thing about the Scots of Australia. The enthusiasm 
to keep alive their Scottish heritage ·and traditions is 
nothing short of fanatical. It's a great pi t y they couldn't 
inject some of it into "the old country" . Many readers 
will remember Sgt Campbell who served w1th the Reg1ment 
in Cella and Kenya as Officers Mess Caterer . Pipay and 
Drummie stayed the day at his lovely home in a suburb of 
Perth . At present he is a Postman and also has a good 
thing going in the gardening line, making sure every garden 
in his area is immaculate. This costs money and it doesn't 
take much imagination to see who is on the receiving end. 

We met many ex-soldiers from the various Scottish 
Regiments who all went out of their w ay to make sure 
we didn' t forget Australia too quickly. 

It might interest readers to know that the City of 
Perth Police Pipe Band are appearing at the Edinburgh 
Tattoo this year . They are all a grand bunch of lads and 
with a wee bit of luck we might meet up with them as 
they pass through Singapore. 

As usual Asutralia was hardly out of our systems before 
we found ourselves on the Brigade Exercise. We honestly 
thought with our roll of defending the Bn Comd Post we 
would see no part of the action especially against such an 
elite and elusive force as the S.A.S. Not true, while 
carrying out our listening post job who should come 
bombing up the track but the enemy in person. They 
work in small groups so we decided they were worth 
bumping . We chalked up one prisoner and two kills, it 
fairly sorts the moral out especi ally when we discovered 
that the bulk of the Bn had little or no contact w1th them 
throughout the Exercise. 

Atter the Brigade Exercise a Tour of Tokyo was 
slowly gaining momentum in connection with the Queen's 
visit. The outcome, which was slightly d1sappo1nt1ng to us, 
was, we had to supply a Band of eleven which would work 
together with our Military Band . It worked out pretty well 
as we m anaged to get two other groups along with us. One 
working unQer Cpl Cy Cruickshank and Cpl Gow who were 
employed by the Kieo Department St ore in Tokyo and the 
other under Cpl " Hacket" Davies to OSAKA on a s1m1lar 
mission . On the day of the Queen's Garden-Party in Tokyo 
Cpl " Cy" Cruickshank's Band joined up with us to produce 
a reasonable sized Band for a twenty-f1ve minute programme. 

The last part of our itinery was the Banquet at the 
British Embassy which lay in the hands of Pipey and Lcpl 
Joe Knox . The Pipey was telling us that the Japanese 
waiter w as a wee bit tight with the "Highland Dew" where
upon Her Majesty asked the Pipey if he was tee-total. To 
keep on the right side of the law he sa1d he was work~ng on 
it but certainly not at the moment. The waiter was then 
asked to fill the Quaich up, by this time he was in such a 
state of nerves he was pouring whiskey everywhere except 
in the Quaich . The Duke of Edinburgh w as in fits of 
laughter. The Pipey gave the Gaelic toast of the Gordon 
Highlanders which thrilled the Queen and spurred her to 
ask fo r an immediate translation . We have since had a 
letter from Pipe Major David Caird who is Her Majesty's 
Piper. Seemingly she was so impressed by the toast she 
wants him to learn it. (He's no' gittin it.) 

Believe it or not Tokyo also has a budding Pipe Band 
under Pipe Major Eric Von Hurst who is a Criminology 
Teacher at Tokyo University. All of his people made sure 
we had a good time and we were suitably supplied with 
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the "good kit" to see us through our Tour. Whiskey is 
so expensive in Tokyo that the gift was nothing short of a 
god-send. 

One of the funniest incidents that came out of the Tour 
we must relate. One of the Japanese organisers w ho 
travelled everywhere with us on the bus had been appointed 
to carry the Claymores in the event of Dancing being 
required. Needless to say the Jocks had christened him 
"Zoro, Keeper of the Swords". The boys had thought up 
a " party piece" for him which consisted of as many 
"Regimental language pieces" as we could think of. We 
don't think there is anything more hilarious to our ears 
than to hear a Japanese person say :-

Awa' an bile yer heed, ye mug ye 
Yer nithin bit a big doughnut 
Clachnacuddin for the cup 
(These are only a few of the printable ones) 
He would start his performance with his hands held 

high in the air grasping an imaginary trophy and shout at 
the top of his voice: "The Scottish Cup" . 

Not joking it would have brung tears t o a glass eye. 
Again , we had just arrived back and were taking part 

in the Bn Exercise before we knew what was happening. 
This time we joined A Coy as enemy against the remainder 
of the Bn .ln all fairness we were slightly sluggish to start 
off but soon fell into the groove. Major Ord was pleased 
with our performance and we succeeded in giving the 
remainder of the Bn the run around . There is always a 
laugh somewhere and we feel you need a sense of humour 
if you're engaged in Jungle Warfare Training. We had come 
through a particularly bad stretch of swamp and the only 
obstacle between us and the nice easy going track was a 
stretch of fairly deep burn . The Pipey was doing leading 
scout and managed to wade through and up onto the track 
to provide a helping hand for us. Everything went well 
until Cpl Alex Stewart stepped in and promptly dis-

appeared. Piper Gamble who was not aware of Alex's 
disappearance because of the thick vegetation stepped 
in and found a very good foot ho ld on Alec's water bott les 
be low the water leve l. Alex burst up like an enraged hippo' 
gasping for air and when he got his breath back it was all 
we could do to p revent him from murdering Gamble 
there o n t he spot. We couldn't keep quiet, everybody was 
b ursti ng as the story broke down the length of the platoon. 
After the final attack we were busy congratulating ourselves 
that just for once, we could go back to Nee Soon completely 
dry . As t he Bn gathered on the river bank to await hel i
copters the Pipey took it in his head to rib CSM Bert Booth 
abou t t he participation of D Company in the Exercise. A l l 
of a sudden he was out flanked by Delta Company and was 
hurled bodily into the river. Everything has its price. Exit 
one drookit Pipe Major. 

In these notes we have tried to mention the main 
events since our last notes. However many other jobs 
have taken place involving the Mini Bands and Dancers. 
Officers Mess, Sgts Mess, Quarter Guards and of course 
the Band Social which was a great night once aga in . The 
future holds more events of interest. The Jakarta St 
Andrew's Society have decided to hold a Highland Games 
day and have asked us to supply one Mini Band to 
compete in a competition. This takes place towards the 
end of Ju ly and I ' m sure we can do well in it. 

The Director of Army Piping arrives soon to assess 
the Band and advise us for the future with all the changes 
that will come about with the re-organisation of the Army . 

T he Queen' s Birthday parade takes place at the 
British A mbassador's residence once again and at present 
w e are rehears ing for that along with the Military Band . 

Expo' 75 which takes place in Okinawa in November 
have asked for us and has been confirmed. This will 
p robabl y mean t hat we will be among the last to move 
home from Si ngapore . There are no regrets about this as 
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people are faced with the realisation that life in Scotland 
can be pretty tough at the moment. 

In between times Bn life comes in with the Athletics 
Meeting and the Bn Shoot. If we can repeat our success of 
last year in the Shoot we will be doing well in this event. 

At the end of July a combined Band show will take 
place to realise funds to help theN . Zealand Military 
Band and Maori Dancers who are to take part in the 
Edinburgh Tattoo this year. Best of luck lads and I hope 
the greasy pies and Pints don't upset you too much. 

To round off the notes we would like to offer con
gratulations to the following: -

Pipe Major Kerr on his posting to Band Company in 
Edinburgh after nearly ten years as Pipe Major. 

Pipe Major MacRae on his appointment as 1st Bn Pipe 
Major. 

Lcpl Bob Da111y, Lcpl Gordon Mellay and Piper Rugg 
on their fine achievment at Edinburgh Castle gaining high 
gradings on their advanced Pipers Course. 

Piper "Billy" Rugg coming top of the cla~s and winning 
the Scottish Division Tune Competition to be called the 
Royal Mile . (We certainly are doing well on the composing 
front) . 

To Dmr "Veno" Harper on the birth of a daughter 
Julie Anne. (No doubt a few cartoons are called for here) . 

Finally , anybody who has ever done a Company 
Orderly Sgt duty will appreciate the Pipey's recent 
composition to the tune of Abdui-Abui-Bui-Emir. 

THE COMPANY ORDERLY SGT 
Chorus 
Once you've been fingered your names up in l_ights 
Your away from yer family for nights and nights 
To serve some balmpot that sits at a desk 
Wi ' big flasks o' coffee and stupid requests 

Your job in the mornings tae hoist up a rag 
Some people call it the Company flag 
It runs like a race horse its ends are awe fraid 
It's been in the Company a bloody decade 

Chorus 
The next thing is Muster your calling the roll 
Sticking pauldrine tablets intae a hole 
The looks on the faces you've caught them a beaut 
And ye dare any soldier to spit it back oot 

Chorus 
The bugle, has sounded your off f o r the mail 
Is there nothing for me you cah hear them all wa i l 
There's postcards and " Dear Johns" and Bills by the stain 
And more notes to tell you I ' ve got a wee wain 
Chorus 

Orderly Sergeants your forced to attend 
He's gaun like the clappers your half round the bend 
Yer hand is all shaky your knees are all weak 
If he asks you to read back you'll fa' at his feet 

Chorus 
It's do on to the Guard Room tae wind up the day 
The biggest cherade aboot earning your pay 
You report your men present there's naebody there 
For they ' re awe away looking for a wee bit o' spare 

Chorus 

oc 
CSM 
CQMS 
Clerk 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPANY 
Major R.S. Fawcus 
W02 P. Robertson 
C/Sgt W. Clark 
Cpl I. Thow 

From the O xford English Dictionary:
" Administer :- Manage (affairs, estate of deceased 

person etc) ; dispense, supply, furnish , give . (Administer 

justice, sacraments to person; administer a dose; 
administer him a box on the ear, a rebuke)." 

All this we have done and more; the company continues 
to fulfill its role as the administrative centre of the 
battalion. We have seen the departure of W02 Mitchell 
who, on promotion, has assumed the post of RSM at the 
Depot Bridge of Don; C/Sgt Robb has also departed for 
the same destination. The Padre, due to a typing error in 
the telephone directory has found himself transferred at 
no notice to Command Company; but despite these 
internal upheavals the administrative serv ice remains 
unchanged. We welcome W02 Robertson from Command 
Company who takes over the unenviable job of CSM and 
C/Sgt Nobby Clark who is transferred in from the OM's 
department to replace C/Sgt Robb . 

It is interesting to note yet again that alt hough our 
prime function is ad ministration, we have a habit of 
bettering other companies with some of the more act ive 
pursuits of military l ife. The two notable achievements 
this year have been firstly our MT platoon winning the 
SMG competition in the batta l ion rifle meeting, with our 
Pay section as runners up. Not content with that alone, 
Cpl Handley and Cpl Murphy achieved the highest and 
second highest individual SMG score respectively . Secondly 
our football team won through to the finals of the forces 
football league, beating D Company in the process. No 
mean achievement for the older and more sedentary 
members of the battalion. (We were beaten in the fina l by 
the RCT squadron) . It is also appropriate to mention the 
ach ievement of the OM platoon's falling plate team who, 
again in the battalion rifle meeting , won through to the 
finals where they were narrowly beaten by the Reece 
platoon; altogether a creditab le performance and one 
which again proves that we ad ministrators have a sting 
in our tail which is something to be reckoned with . Our 
basketball team appear to be in acute danger of winning 
t he battalion league at the time of writing - with only 
one game to go . (They won.) 

Our pay section is worthy of mention if for no other 
reason than the internal changes that have recently t aken 
place. Captain I an Clarke has departed for Worthy Down 
for his unenviable long finance course, and Captain Jerry 
Sullivan has arrived in his place. The diminutive 
Dragonetti is promoted to Warrant Officer 2, and Cpls 
Grosvenor and Robertson have departed fo r greener 
pastures. In their place we welcome Pte Phillips and hope 
that he will enjoy his stay with us. All in all the pay t eam 
continues to contribute a tremendou s amount to the 
company and the battalion in almost every sphere of 
activity . 

The training cell continues to funct ion well as yet 
another department of Admin Company. 

QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT 
Quartermaster Captain R.S . Hay, MBE, BEM 
Technical 
Quarte rmaster Captain R .D. St rachan, MBE 
ROMS WO II J.C. Easson 
TOMS WO II J . Will 
SQMS WO II S. Paul 
Master Tailor SSgt W. Dack , RAOC 
Armourer SSgt SSgt J. Jeffrey, REME 
Clothing NCO Sgt G. Sutherl and 
Accommodation 
NCO Sgt I. Hay 
Telecommunications 
NCO Sgt B. Featherstone, REME 

With the Battalion block leave in December co me 
January ·at an end and the fest ive season past, stomachs 
settled and wallets replenished it was decided t o hold a 
Department Social Evening in the form of a D inner and 
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Dance evening in one of the lead ing hotels in Singapore, 
the Ming Court Ho tel. En tertai nment was provided by a 
local group, two pipers and topping t he bill Mary Apps 
with her backi ng group the ' Unfortunate Four' - OM, 
SQMS, CSgt Clark and 'I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles 
Hans' . 

During the course of the evening presentat ions were 
made to ROMS (Jimmy) Melville who left us fo r t he 
South of England, CSgt (Nobby) Clark who moved across 
the square to take over duties as CQMS Admin Company 
and fina lly Cpl (Gordon) Bruce who was posted to Baor. 
An excellent and thoroughly enjoyable evening w as had 
by all and it i5 hoped to be repeated in the not too distant 
future. Whilst it proved not to be a cheap evening for all 
it was certa inly a change from the 'i n camp setting' and it 
was a pleasure to see all the ladies in their best - the 
gents too. 

This over we all settled back into our usual routine of 
supplying and maintaining the efficient 'Q' administrative 
side of the Batta lion. 

Our first and m ai n commitment of the year was the 
Br igade Exerc ise which started on the 1st of Arpil (one 
wonders if thi s date was appropriate) lasting till the 11th. 
All the Staff were in Camp by 2.30 a.m. loading up the 
various vehicles with a variety of stores including some 
comforts for the Echelon Staff, I ike a cook and fresh 
eggs. It proved to be a quite eventful Exercise with 
Echelon at one ti me under attack by an airborne company 
of 3 Para. At the conclusion of this attack it w as found to 
be a resounding victory for Echelon personnel with a 
cou nt of 7 prisoners and two helicopters destroyed. Cpl 
Hanratty surprised all with his skills as cook especially 
his original recipe for Mock Turtl e Soup and Mal aysian 
Hot Pots! It w as no wonder both the Tech OM and MTO 
complained of weight problems on their return to Nee 
Soon. On completion of the Exercise and once all nuts 
and bolts had been accounted for the Department settled 
down to normal base routine with our odd moments being 
taken up with annu al PE Tests and Grade I Boards. 

On 2nd May most of the Staff attended a get together 
for the UEI Team who had just completed the Battalion 
weapon inspect ion . One must thank SSgt Jeffrey and his 
merry Reme men on the amount of work and effort 
they pu t in, one hopes the Inspection Report justifies 
this. The get together took the form of a happy hour (3 
hours to be precise) in t he Boars Head. I t was combined 
wi th the farewell presentations to Cpl (Stan) Seppings 
(who is now attending his Artificer's Course in the UK) 
and Pte (TC) Clark (who has decided RAOC life is easier 
than t he OM' s) and has therefore transferred. To both we 
wish the best in their new environments. 

Between the dates 8-23 May the Quartermaster 
departed for his Reece of Fort George. This proved to be 
one of the quietest periods of the year w ith co mplete 
peace and tranquility t hrou ghout the department. Perhaps 
it was not so q uie t at h is home as only shortly before his 
departure a son came along to keep his wife and himself 
company. Cpl A lexander disappeared - rumoured on 
education whilst Lcpl Redshaw successfully attended a 
JNCO' s Cad re. 

At the present moment life is q u ite busy in preparation 
for the Battalion's we lcome return to Fort George later on 
in the year. 

A summary of comi ngs and goings and upward trends 
over t he past six months in the Department are : -

Promotions: Cp l to Sg t - Sutherland (Clothing) 

Arrivals : 

Pte to Lcpl - Redshaw (RAOC) 
Cfn to Lcpl - Room (REME) 

ROMS (Jimmy) Easson - from Comd 
Coy (Sigs) 
Cpl ( KD) Don - f rom BAOR (R at ion 
Stores) 

Departures: 

Cpl (Willie) Sh and - from D Coy 
(Clothing Stores) 
Pte (Stewart) Duncan - from B Coy 
(Equipment Repairer) 
Cfn (George) Hopper - from 1 
Staffords (Armoured 
Pte (Donald) Syme - from PR I 
(Tech Stores) 
RQIYJS (Jimmy) Melville - Hythe 
CSgt (Nobby) Clark - Admin Coy 
CQMS 
Cpl (Stan) Seppings - Artificers 
Course then posting 
Lcpl (Harry) Nisbet - MT 
Pte (TC) Clark - Transfer to RAOC 

STOP PRESS!! - To Captain Strachan we wish to send 
our most heartiest congratulations on being awarded the 
MBE in the Queen 's Birthday Honours List. 

TRAINING CELL 
oc 
WTSNCO 
Permanent Staff 

Lt A.D. MacDonald-Haig 
SSgt M. Mackie 
Sgt Marjoribanks 
Sgt Phi mister 
Cpl Michie 
Lcpl Inglis 

Since its formation in May 1974, there have been 
several minor changes to our staff , but the original corps 
still remains. Congratulations are due to Sgt Phimister 
on his promotion to Sgt, and to SSgt M ackie, who was 
awarded a B grading on his Sniper Course at Warminster . 

Our tasks are many and,varied, but our main one is 
to run cadres at regimental level. These are normally 
concerned with NCO's training, although we started off 
by running a recruits cadre to give new arrivals to 
Singapore a basic indoctrination to ju"ngle warfare. Life 
never has a dull moment here, for no sooner have we 
completed one cadre, written reports and carried out 
the necessary administration, than the next one is due 
to begin . Indeed, since our formation, a total of seven 
major cadres have been run, as well as a few small ones 
for individuals going on courses. 

The result is t hat we have achieved what would have 
been difficult to organize at company level. There are now 
a large number of NCO's and private soldiers in the 
battalion who have attended a course of instruct ion . 
Their knowledge of tactics, methods of instruction, drill 
and regimental matters should benefit them in their 
future careers. 

By ensuring that an NCO attends a selection cadre 
prior to attending a course at Warminster , we can be 
more certain t hat he will arrive there well prepared for 
the high sta ndards that will be required of him. The 
value of this w as shown by the excellent results achieved 
by Cpl Robertson, Cpl Hornal and Cpl All an, who 
achieved an 'A' grade and two ' B's respectively o n the 
JNCO's Skill at Arms course at Warminster . 

A system is bei ng established whereby NCO's who 
have attended a co urse at Warminster will now instruct 
on the next selection cadre here. This ensures a high 
quality of instruction and introduces new ideas to the 
battalion with the sma llest possible delay. 

Behind the scenes a lot of hard work is put in by Cpl 
Michie, who keeps the centra l pamphlet library up to date, 
runs range bookings and the indoor training theatre. The 
battalion has recently acquired cine target appa ratus for 
operation in the theatre, and he has been · kept busy 
runn ing films through for the companies . He and Lcpl 
Inglis also prepare most of the training aid s. The remainder 
of thei r time is spent doing the mul titude o f inev itable 
tasks which crop up daily . 
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During January to March, whilst Lt MacDonald-Haig 
was taking part in Ex Printed in New Zealand , the training 
cell played an integral part in the training of the Battalion 
Shooting Team. Since the Hong Kong meeting, Sgt 
Phimister has remained as a member of the team. T hey 
have just left for Sis ley, and we wish them the best of 
luck in the coming meeting. 

Sgt Marjoribanks is welcomed as the latest member to 
the permanent staff. Having finally recovered from his 
broken ankle and education exam there is plenty of 
work awaiting him. 

It is not known at-this time exactly what our future is 
when the battalion returns to Fort George, but until 
then we are fully committed . We are on the map and 
really ought to keep up with modern trends and get 
Lcpl Inglis to design a trendy training T shirt. 

UNIT FAMILIES ORGANIZATION 
PRESIDENT REGIMENTAL INSTITUTES 

UFO 
PRI 
Families WO 
Families Sgt 
PR I Sgt 

Major R S Fawcus 
Lt J B Hutton 
W02 S C Warden 
Sg t M D Hamilton 
Sgt L Anderson 

One day not so long ago, a casual remark was passed 
from the UFO to the UFWO " Sergeant Major would you 
mind doing the Tiger & Sphinx notes this time as I have 
the Bn Rifle Meeting to sort out" . Now you know the 
reason for the new scribe. 

Way back about a year ago when I knew I was coming 
back to take over a Unit Famil ies Warrant Officer I came 
across a "Hudibrastic Axion" which went something like 
this:-

"Those who in quarrels interpose Most often wipe 
a bloody nose". 

I can honestly say that so f ar, the above verse hasn't come 
true. Now lets see what has been going on within both 
"Departments". Sgt Anderson & Lcp l Gibson have been 
hard at it sorting out all out A 1 Os and Questionnaires for 
our return to UK. The amount of returns required can fill 
a room . Three of our good ladies have had a short spell in 
hospital recently. Congratulations are due to Sgt & Mrs 
Hamilton on the birth of th eir son Steven David on the 
31st May 1975, and to Lcpl & Mrs Gibson on t heir happy 
event on the 7th April 1975, a son John Paul. Another two 
good Gordon Highlanders come 1993, just about the year 
that yours truly reports to the Royal Hospital Chelsea. I 
sincerly hope by the time you read th is Aud rey you have 
been rechristened "Twinkle Toes" and your feet are much 
better. 

Our "Branch" in the South , Sgt Hamilton and Cpl 
Bruce have been seen walk ing around Nee Soon and Chip 
Bee recently counting their fingers and toes. Taffy has been 
on his EPC (A) . and Denis on his EPC. I hope the resu lts are 
to your liking lads, or as the old saying goes, Try.! Try! Try! 
Again! 

I think Lennie (Beep- Beep - Road runner) Anderson 
has hung up his tracksuit beh ind the cupboard in his office 
after all that lunchtime runs round the playing fields to get 
in shape for the new PE tests. Like I said to the Education 
Lads Len, T ry! Try! Try! Again! Lennie keeps mumbling 
something about "Its y our turn "Young Gibson" get in 
condition for thst Cross Country Competit io n NOW!" 

At this stage I think it is about time we welcomed our 
new additions to the Staff. Lt Hutton as PRI Off icer and 
Lcpl Gray from Comd Coy as PR I Bus Driver. We hope 
their stay with us will be a happy one. We say farewell t o 
Pte Syme who has gone back to FAMTO and has decided 
to stay with us for a while instead of going to Civvy Street. 
Mention must be m ade here of " Auld Faithful" , Cpl 
Hastings who has j ust come back from leave " A gain" to 

" Oor Buses" 

soldier on as our other PRI Bus Driver. Our buses by the 
way (see photograph) will likely be in Hong Kong o r so ld 
locall y by the time you read this . Point of interest here 
from 1/1/75 to 1/6/75: ' 

Gordon Castle covered 14483 Miles 
Crathes Castle covered 13909 Miles 

Two chaps who are doing a tremendous job in the 
" South" and are attached to our " Branch" there are Lcpl 
Johnson & Pte Menzies. Lcpl Johnson puts in a lot of 
hours with the Youth Club and even finds time to give us 
a hand at handing over or taking over a house now and 
again . Pte Menzies runs his "Garry" from poin t A t o A and 
back again for the Families and the only time you hear 
him complaining is when he loses at darts the night before. 

When I arrived to take over the job from Capt Strachan 
there were 398 Families in Station. A s at t he 1Oth June 
1975 there are 359 Families in t he foll owing locatio ns: 

Nee Soon 20 
Seletar 21 
Sussex 13 
Wessex 22 
Chip Bee 263 
Woodlands 2 

At the time of writ ing approximately 320 Famil ies 
have applied for Quarters on our return to Scotla nd and 
if t hings go according tp plan there should be no need to 
issue 160 pounders t o put up on the Ranges at the 
Common. Ou r last family to arrive in Station should be 
Sgt & Mrs Bruce on the 17th June 1975. 

{' , -. 1!fJ!I1 (\ I 
~ .;;;;---=- - u, -----·-

Guess which won is Auld Faithful" 



TIGER AND SPHINX 45 

_ Cpl Topping , besides running the PRI Shop, seems to 
have got himself on the Company Shooting Team for the 
Bn R_ifle Meeting. Remember "Paddy" the bolts on the 
inside on this one, and not on the Outside!! 

Mention here must be given to two very important 
members of our " Staff" . Sgt Mick Ludwig the "Wizard of 
Sums" who keeps the PRI Accounts always in the Black 
and SSgt Bill Dack our "Dursi Wallah" who runs the PR I 
Bingo, which by the way seems to be going well. 

The PRI Shop has two new lines in, and good value 
for money. 
1. Travei ·Bags with the Regimental Cap Badge and " Travel 

with the Gordons" . 
Cost s1 0 each . 

2. Silver and Gold Wire Blazer Badges. 
Good value for money only $15.50 each. 

One thing for sure you won't get them back home for £3. 
As the UFO/PR I Staff comes from " A' the Airts" 

perhaps the following verses suits us. 

The Brit ish Isles consists of four nations-

The Scots who keep the Sabbath - and anything 
else t hey can get their hands on; 

T he Welsh, who pray upon their knees - and their 
neighbours; 

The I rish who don't know the devil what they want 
- but are willing to fight for it; 

and 

The English, who consider themselves a race of 
self-made men - thereby reloeving the Almighty 
of a dreadful responsibility! 

MILITARY BAND NOTES 

Band President 
Bandmaster 
BSM 

Major Sir P B Redwood-Bt. 
WO 1 F A Renton ARCM psm. 
WO 11 R Massie 

think-we could probably fill this whole edition on 
our own , with reminiscences of this past period, but we 
will try and be brief. 

We start with the Dance Band flying off to Brunei yet 
again , two all night dances for the Shell Social Clubs in 
Brubei and Sarawak , flying in and out of tiny grass airstrips 
in an aeroplane about the size of a decent Dinky Toy . SSgt 
Greig (not the most intrepid of travellers) finally managed 
to stop worrying about the flying. The jobs went beautifully, 
and it took us only a week to get over the trip. 

Christmas and New Year passed in the usual state of 
alcoholic euphoria - the Bandmaster started a new style 
in drinking with his mixing of whisky and milk - he claims 
the milk does him good, and he enjoys the whisky. 

The BSM Ron Massie, started the year off well by 
passing his HGV licence in fine style - he added the 
licence for driving articulated vehicles in March, so at least 
we will never be short of drivers on band engagements. 

February saw the first rehersal of our massed brass 
band, thirty eight strong, and a combination of our brass 
players and the RNZI R Band. Our sole clarinet players, Sgt 
'Jim' Schroder and Bdsm Gordon Macey, make a fine 
baritone section. It gave us all a chance to play some fine 
and different music . 

Throughout this period , arrangements for our Australia 
trip was being completed and on February 25th, sixty strong 
with the Drums and Pipes, Major Sir Peter Redwood Bt, Lt 
Hutton and a mountain of Baggage, we se t off for Perth. 

The D an c e Band i n Bru nei ( o r what ARE we p laying next) 
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On S t age in Tok yo 

The engagements went exceedingly well working along
side t he RAAF Central Band and Capt Harpers' Fifth 
Military District Band. Many old fr iendships were re
newed, and new ones formed over a few pints. The BSM 
made great use of the Harpers' swimming pool, although 
dump~ng Jane into it fully clothed , wasn' t the most tactful 
thing he did on this trip. 

We played to good audiences throughout and m anaged 
to have a lot of fun, there seems to be more Scotsmen in 
Australia than Austral ians especially in the Bands. 

We were no sooner back from Australia when the 
Bandmaster was whisked off to Tokyo to ar range the next 
job, he returned ten days later looking very pale (too long 
in air conditioned hotels), but with a ten day tour fixed 
for April/May. 

The Regimental Band of the 3rd Bn The Parachute 
Regiment descended upon us at this time. Led by their 
Bandmaster Mr Raper they proved a fine bunch of lads, 
took on all sorts of jobs and consumed ·vast amounts of 
·alcohol. 

Sad to say April the 4th saw the departure of Cpl 'Ali' 
Rae from the Band . He had been with us for nine years 
and developed from a maker of squeaky noises to be a 
very fine Oboe player. He was a real example of the 
benefits of application and he and Lily will be very much 
missed. 

Once again the BSM picked up the baton as the Band
master flew off again. This time he returned with his psm 
examinations completed, the first time we' ve had a Bn 
Bandmaster do this whilst still with us. 

On April 29th we flew off to Tokyo, with Major White 
and nine of the Drums and Pipes led by Pipey Kerr. This 
turned out to be one of the best trips we have ever done, 

hard wo r k but very highly organised by the inscrutable 
Japanese. The culmination of the trip was our partic ipation 
in the State Banquet on the 9th of May. Sergeant Jim 
Schroder led the Woodwind q uartet throughout dinner 
- its amazing how refreshing it is t o hear music from a 
small group rather than the full band. 

The Fanfare Trumpeters heralded HM Queen's entry 
to the reception and the quietest Dance Band we have 
ever produced played for the State Ball . We rounded t h ings 
off with a rather alcoholic part y in room 762 throughout 
which our hosts Bdsm Ron George and Dave Dobson slept 
like babies. 

All rather hung~ove r we left for home nex t morning 
and look back on a most enjoyable and wort hwhile 
engagement. 

Whilst in Japan we became the proud possessor of a 
second BSM ' Bob' Forsyth getting his promotion six months 
early, it cost him a fortune but its well worth it I'm sure. 
This was followed by 'Dave' Greig' s elevation to SSgt, 'John' 
Sproul to Sgt and 'John' Wilson to Cpl, congratulat ions to 
all of them. 

At the time of writ ing our shoot ing t eams are hard at 
work pract ising for the Battalion Rifle Meeting, hoping to 
prove that we are not blind. 

Back in the 'sauna bath' of Singapore engagements 
continue to fl ow in and we keep ourselves busy, I think we 
must all lose po unds every time we go out, but that can' t 
do anything but good for some of us. 

In the Battalion Rifle Meeting Bdsm 'Jock' Davidson 
shared 1st prize in the Pool Bull with no less a personage 
than the RSM, and Sgt ' Jim' Schrader had the fifth highest 
personal score in the SMG competitions - he is now 
appo inted Weapon Training NCO for the Military Band . 
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Next time pen is put to paper for these notes we'll be 
back in Scotland, complaining, I suppose, about how cold 
we are on engagements and wishing we were back in 
Singapore - still- that' s life. 
STOP PRESS 

Our best wishes for a rapid recovery to full health go 
to the Bandmaster who has sadly discovered that he has . 
some, as yet, unidentified illness. He has returned to 
Millbank Hospital in London for further investigation and 
we hope to see him again soon. 

MT PLATOON 

MTO 
MT Sgt 
MT Sgt 
MT Clerk 
4 Ton Section 
L/Rover Section 
Driving Cadres 

LAD REME 

Lt J B Hutton 
Sgt A Henderson 
Sgt R Rutherford 
Cpl T McSeveney 
Lcpl W Brooks 
Lcpl J McQueen 
Cpl R Murphy 
Lcpl A Sanderson 
Sgt C Keech 

It certainly does not seem like sixmonths ·since we last 
put pen to paper. Can it be that the Fort George air is 
rushing to meet us? The first thing we had to contend with 
during the last period were the Xmas and New Year 
Festivities. We said in a previous issue "Plenty of Paludrine 
and very I ittle Tiger" . Well we managed to reverse that 
somewhat and in the usual MT manner we managed to 
pull through . After the festive season, some of us were 
off again to parts known and unknown. Cpl Mick Cotton 
REME, Lcpl "Speedy" Masson and Pte Cameron Donald 
all had a trip to New Zealand with A Company and 
judging by their smiling faces on their return they must 
have enjoyed themselves. Not to be out-down, and not 
fancying an attachment to the Jungle Demo Platoon, the 
MTO disappeared to Western Australia with the Drums 
and Pipes and Military Band . We wondered why on his 
return he didn't sit down for a few days, then tales of 
Australian " Noddy" beaches were told. Can it b·e true? 

The Bde Exercise saw us out in strength at the end of 
March giving us an opportunity to get together in the field, 
and brush up on our art of camouflage. Judging by the 
mileage covered by some vehicles during the ten day 
exercise period some had more practice than others. 

Straight from the exerc ise into the anual R EME Unit 
Equipment Inspection, which lasted fourteen days and 
saw a lot of overtime and hard work put in by everyone. 
It was during this period, that Sergeants Henderson and 
Rutherford went to try their luck at getting their EPC 
Advanced. Is it luck when you get it? However, credit to 
the Junior NCO's who coped very well in their absence. 

No sooner had we got over the effect of the UEI, than 
we were off on Bn Exercise, which will most likely be 
our last time together in the field before we move home. 

Our driving cadres continue with Cpl Murphy and 
Lcpl Sanderson still hard at it. Unfortunately, we have 
lost the services of Cpl "Jonah" Johnstone to civvy street, 
where we wish him every success. The position should 
ease slightly on the arrival of Lcpl "Sunshine" McQueen 
fresh from his Instructors Course at Bordon is eagerly 
awaited. 

Others who left the fold are Lcpl "Tam" Brown to 
Sp Company MT NCO, Lcpl "Speedy" Masson to Comd 
Company MT NCO and Lcpl "Charlie" Gray to PRI (Bus 
Driver) . To the new arrivals over the past few months we 
bid welcome, and make sure you are on the duty roster. 

PAY OFFICE 

Paymaster 
Chief Clerk 

Captain G A Sullivan 
W02 D Dragonetti 

PRI Sgt 
Debit Vouchers 
Admin/Sp Coy 
Comd/A Coy 
B/D Coy 

Sgt M Ludwig 
Cpl A Martin 
Cpl M Hampshire 
Cpl D Vickers 
Pte J Phillips 

Since the last notes there has been a change over of 
staff. Major lan Clarke has left us for CPO UKLF, Cpl Ali 
Robertson for civi lian life and Cpl Joe Grosvenor to 7 Sig 
Regt BAOR. We welcome Captain Gerry Sullivan from 
SID Glencorse and Pte Jamie Phillips from RAPC Training 
Centre. 

W02 Derek D.ragonetti and Cpl Derek Vickers managed 
to skive off to New Zealand on Exercise Printed for an 
alleged 6 weeks . The return flight VC1 0 had problems and 
they arrived back in Singapore 1 week later than scheduled. 
Although New Zealand is roughly the same size as UK ' Q' 
Dragonetti reckons the girls are much bigger. 

Cpl Tony Martin has been running amok in the sports 
meetings and has ordered a special packing case for his 
trophies. At the time of going to press he is lying in Changi 
Hospital with cartilage problems, so it is unlikely that he 
will take part in any more sports in Singapore. We hope 
he gets well soon although his short absence will no doubt 
give someone else a chance to win something. 

At the Recent Bn Annual Rifle Meeting the Pay Office 
team of 5 came second overall in the SMG competition. 
Well done lads - we' ll get Band 2 rates of pay yet . It must 
also be mentioned that we were also employed in Stats for 
the whole shoot, but Major Fawcus assures doubting 
Thomases that the result was in no way due to this. 

Sgt Mick Ludwig is f inding it dufficult to sell his 
Corsair at a good price and the Paymaster is proving most 
helpful in selling technique by suggesting he runs it off a 
cliff . There is nothing wrong in this suggestion provided 
the D -- -thing would start. 

Cpl Mick Hampshire has recently passed his driving 
test and followed it up by a request to transfer to the 
Intelligence Corps. NB. Bn drivers please note that these 
two items are in no way related and you are requested to 
remain where you are. 

We are overwhelmed by the number of·requests we 
receive to provide Stats for various Bn f ixtures etc. and, 
although we accept the fact that we can count accurately 
(sometimes), a recent count of calculators in the Bn re· 
vealed some 120 of various makes. Owners please 
vol unteer for Bn Shoots, Sports Meetings etc. If in doubt 
as to how to use your calculator consult the makers hand· 
book as we have difficulty in operating our own. 

In the rather forlorn hope that soldiers may be paid 
overtime in the near future, a poem (by courtesy of Punch 
Magazine) is reproduced below, suitably adapted. 

Bless 'em all, bless 'em all, 
As weighed down with wages th-ey fall, 
Bless the old pay bloke, a right bloody larf, 
Bless all the Jokes on time and a half, 
For fighting this war is a ball, 
With new pay rates and all, 
And triple on Sundays with Bonus on Mondays, 
So cheer up me lads, bless 'em all. 

REGIMENTAL RECRUITING TEAM 

Captain A Heffren 

Tower Party 

Cpl G Philip 
Lcpl B Rennie 
Pte A Cruickshank 
Pte S Forbes 
Pte J Sinclair 

SSgt W Donald 

Team A 
Lcpl N Adam 
Pte M Burnett 

TeamS 
Lcpl R Birnie 
Pte B Trotter 



48 TIGER AND SPHINX 

Clerk i/c Display Material 

Cpl B Moir 
Schools Liaison 

Cpl R Henderson 

On putting pen once again to paper I would like firstly 
to say farewell to Cpl Elrick on his move to places exotic 
and a welcome to Pte Trotter on joining us. Since our last 
notes Capt "The Leader" Heffren has returned from 
Singapore with some marked success and a wallet full of 
photographs with what he describes as men and not really 
women ; Goodness! the regiment was never like that when 
I signed on in 1954. Cpi _Philip and his Tower Team have 
started early this year having been to camp with the 
Shetland ACF at Whitburn Sunderland. During activities 
there Lcpl Dunne (Cecil) had an unfortunate accident and 
to date is still in the Royal Herbert Hospital , Woolwich, 
having fractured his arm in several places when the Tower 
collapsed during dismantling. I hope your stay Cecil, wo'nt 
be much longer. 

A trip to Shetland was carried out by Postie Donald 
and the Tower Team where we were well looked after by 
Tucker Duncan. The Lovat Scouts were instructed in the 
art of abseiling as were the ACF . It was most gratifying to 
find the Regiment so well liked in Shetland and a lot of 
the goodwill must rest on Tucker's broad shoulders. 

The games, Shows and Galas are now on us so it is 
hoped a few more will elect to take the plunge in joining 
the North East's own . 

We look forward to the Regiment's return in Novem
ber. 

We offer out hearty congratulations to Pte M Burnett 
and wife Sarah who gave birth to baby daughter Michele, 
a stster for Lynne (when did he find the time!!). 

Guest Night, Nee Soon Officers Mess: 

OFFICERS MESS 

"Speak your truth quietly and clearly and listen to 
others, even the dull and ignorant; they too have their 
story". 

It was the night after arriving back in Singapore after 
the Battalion Exercise "laurel Wreath" when I was foolish 
enough to be wheedled into partaking of alcoholic beverages 
with the PMC in down-town Singapore. The result of this 
unhappy incident was a sore head and nomination as author 
of the Tiger & Sphinx notes for this quarter. I will speak 
my truth now that I have listened to others. Hopefully 
the ensuing production will be a comprehensive account 
of our aspirations and achievements. 

Babies; we have many of them but still more arrive. 
Our congratulations go to Bob and Josephine Hay whose 
son John I understand was born wearing a pair of tortoise
st-ell spectacles; to Rosemary and Richard Ord for son 
Alexander; 3nd to Vanessa and Duncan McDonald-Haig 
for their noisy daughter Rebecca. 

Andrew Duncan showed competence as midwife to 
Bonzo who produced puppies of all shapes and sizes on a 
chair in the ante room early one morning. No mean 
achievement for Andrew who for the previous 5 hours 
had been attending to the consumption of large quantities 
of alcoholic beverages. · 

A ray of sunshine brightened our otherwise drab and 
ordinary lives when Andrew Forbes arrived (still weari ng 
his father's shorts with the hemline four inches below the 
knee caps) to assume the appointment of Adjutant from 
Chris Price. We bade farewell to Chris in an appropriate 
manner when he left us to assu me the appo intment of 

Major Aldwidge RNZI R 
Major Cornich , RA 

Sqn Ldr Bassingthwaite 
Capt Tait 

Capt Sims RA 
Maj Faw cus 

co Capt Stewart Lt Richards RA 
Maj Robinson 21C 
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Adjt of 2/51st Highland Volunteers at Elgin. Mike Smith 
also rejoined us together with Joanna from the depot. 
Chris Van der Noot and Jut ia rejoined us having spent the 
last two years at the MOD. Lastly Malcolm Ross has just 
arrived complete with his new wife; we welcome all these 
new arrivals. 

The Mess Cricket Team has continued to function in 
a satisfactory manner over the last quarter. Th e highlight 
was m March when we played 3 Para Officers' Mess. After 
a barbecue and beer in front of the mess we piled into our 
several antiquated assemblages and drove b y circuitous 
routes down to the cricket field. 3 Para batted first which 
was a maj·or tactical error on the part of our Captai n; the 
resu lt of th 1s elementary blunder was that the Paras ate all 
the cakes and drank all our t ea before we came in from the 
out field. This wanton act of agression so enraged our men 
that from then on no holds were barred and we went on 
to beat them soundly. 

We were pleased to see Colonel Peter Graham who 
arrived here with the Adjutant General to have more cdcc 
clothing made at Taj Din the tailor; and Arthur Heffren 
from the RR_T who stayed with us for a two week period. 

Two Reg1mental Guest Nights and two Ladies' Guest 
Nights were held between March and June. These were 
all held on week days and were therefore less rowdy than 
those we have been accustomed to in the past, although 
they were nevertheless enjoyed by all who attended . Sore 
heads and the S!nga~ore climate do not go well together 
and duscret1on m th1s our second year out here is found 
to be the better part of valour. Our reel nights have been 
well att~nded and have proved to be both popular and 
mstruct1ve. We are even hopeful that in the not too distant 
future ian Stewart, with all his gorgeous quivering unco
ordmated 15 stines will achieve a sylph-like and graceful 
po1se to replace the elephantine lumberings which we have 
up unt1l now had the misfortune to witness on the dance 
floor. 

A particularly enjoyable curry lunch was laid on in the 
Mess one Sunday by the single members who invited all 
the marrieds and their families along. The beer was cold 
the curry excellently prepared, and for the children a ' 
screening of Mary Poppins completed the afternoon's 
entertainment. A second curry lunch was held on the 
banks of Pierce Reservoir where a gentle breeze ruffled 
the surface of th~ water and provided a pleasantly cool 
atmosphere m sp1te of a cloudless sky. This time wives 
and children were not invited since it was in fact part of 
the Bngade TEWT ?n assault river crossings. 
. Dav1d Ferguson s attachment ended in May and we bade 

h1m farewell in a suitable manner. David is return ing to the 
RCT Port Regiment at Marchwood where I am sure the 
Claymore drill he was obliged to learn at 0700 hrs in the 
mornings with the Adjutant as chief instructor will prove 
to be relevant and of pith and moment. 

The Officers' Mess acq uitted themselves with t he 
customary aplomb and success in the Battalion Novices 
Boxing "Tournament held in June. Amongst those who 
d1d particularly well were Beverly Gauld (the fighting 
Padre) , and Peter Whiteside and Ewan Chalmers who 
were winners and run ners up respectively of the tight 
heavyweight division. 

The final milestone in this accou nt of the last quarter's 
activities is the change over of PMCs. David Wh ite is still 
in the process of handing over to Christopher Vander Noot. 
We are planning to have a summer ball on 1st August and 
already preparations for this are well under way under 
the new management. 

SGTS MESS 

Si11ce the last notes times have been hectic with people 
movmg around doing a multitude and variety of different 
aspects of training. The same applies with·in the Sgts Mess. 

Chnstmas was celebrated with the Officers Mess host
ing the Sgts Mess for a little festive celebration. Needless 
to say we did partake of the festive spirit! Our chief clerk, 
John Jordan nade himself at home by using the nut dish 
as an ashtray. He still believes this is common practice. 
. The Cpls Mess was invited to a games night against us 
m January and a good time was had by all. Mayhap it 
added that little bit of incentive. The Burns night took 
place as normal on the 25th, unfortunately the scribe was 
in New Zealand having a Burns night with a difference. 
From all accounts it would appear that it was a howling 
success. Pipey is convinced he could have been a bard but 
regrets there are no courses run for prose and poetry. 

We invited our neighbours, the kiwis, down from 
Dieppe at the end of February for a happy hour and 
relations seem much better. It's wonderful what draught 
T1ger can do to a person. The Garrison Mess invited us to 
a games nigh t in their Mess in March. There was an excell 
ent turnout and the games were hotly contested. 

In April our monthly social took the form of a wine 
and dine. Congratulations must go to the entertainments 
committee from Support Company who really did us proud 
and even serenaded us with songs from the barber shop. 
Need we look any further for talent for our forthcoming 
opportunity knocks? Charlie Keech revelled as MC and 
obviously knows more about the Good Old Days than he 
cares to admit! Is he hiding his age? To the musical 
accompaniment of the BM, Bob Forsyth, Ron Massie, 
Davie Greig , Jim Shroeder and Steve Coventry all present 
rung the rafters with a rousing sing song which took us 
down memory lane. 

A return match was arranged against the Cpls Mess in 
May where we were well looked after and fittingly the 
games ended in a draw. Our latest adventure was a Country 
and Western night. This turned out to be quite hilarious 
and everyone said how much they enjoyed it. Amongst 
other thmgs there was a custard pie eating contest which 
Pete Robertson won . Where does hr put it? The ladies 
took part in a pancake tossing competition. This proved 
quite funny. Luckily the area was cleared! Dave Green 
wants to give up tossing the caber before he does himself. 
an injury. I knew it was something to do with legs. The 
climax of the even1ng was the bucking bronco contest. 
This was an ingenious wooden horse borrowed from the 
Kiwis. The horse undoubtedly came out on top, is that 
f1ttmg? 

We welcome the following to the mess and congrat
ulate them on their promotion . Sgt Bryden, Sgt Sutherland 
91, Sgt Wilson-Pais ley and Sgt Phiminster. 

The following have returned to the fold - its nice to 
see you back: Sgt Colville, Sgt Henderson 92, Sgt Low 13, 
Sgt Campbell, Sgt Morrison and W02 Garden. 

Turbulence has definately been in our midst and we 
say cheerio to the following: Sgt Padre Stewart to Sand
hurst to CSgt Robb and Sgt Moore, to Sgt Den t to Army 
Av1at10n, Sgt S1evwright, Sgt Milton, Sgt Norton, Sgt Jim 
Boyle who was transferred to the RACC, W02 Mitchell 
who has lef t us for better things in Aberdeen , Jim Melville 
has departed to Dover garrison and John Carter leaves 
shortly for the London Scottish. 

Finally congratulations are in order for Sgt Moodie 
and Sgt Jaffray in trying to beat the tax man with additions 
to their families. 
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QLEnLEWII 
HQTEL 
DINNET 

On the centre of Royal Deeside this 
family owned hotel with the emphasis 
on hospitality and good food is ideally 
situated for a quiet holiday or touring 
the Highlands. 

Visit the Gordon Lounge and see the 
Medal and Badge collection. The 
Hotel also caters for Weddings and 
party functions. 

Specialists in off premises catering. 

Contact Isabel and Glen Lewis who 
will be delighted to help or organise 
your function. 

Tel: Dinnet 229 
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BYDAND KART CLUB 
SNCO i/c Karting W02 J B Will 

This is a poem of a new kart club 
On forming, was thought of as a very young cub, 
But like lion city , it roared to great fame; 
Expert or novice, were the same . 
We've raced in KL, Hong Kong and Penang, 
And each time we enter (if you'll pardon the slang), 
We showed them our back end, which proves we're no mug, 
And w·e·ve still got an ace in the form of "Blue Bug". 
To finish this story, since we'll never be back 
We must give a mention of our famous kart track. 
We held a Kart Prix, aptly called "BYDAND" , 
Before we return to our native land. 
As all the entrants did entirely agree 
A track track I ike this you seldom see. 
For all our opponents we give you a cheer, 
We' ll be out of your way by the end of the year. 
Thanks once again for two years of good races, 
We've enjoyed putting you through your paces. 
With the thought of the snow we dread going back, 
Will it give us the thrills and spills that we lack? 
If you t hink we're big headed you know who to blame, 
It was your kart driving that taught us the same. 
There's one point we' ll agree on, no matter the kart, 
We' re now all good friends, but we have to part. 
To come back and race here, it is our main aim, 
So goodbye from the kartinQ MAT-SALLEHS of fame. 
Quote" Li ke an exciting race, all good things must come 
to and end" Unquote. 

These famous words came from an equally famous 

karter. To tell the truth, it's not confirmed 1111ho actually 
said it but it was overheard at the Bydand Kart Prix 
Presentation Dance in June and it came from either I an 
Thaw, Mick Cotton, Sandy Henderson or John Will . The 
presentation dance was the climax to a day of tension, 
atmosphere and excitement at which our own club pitted 
its wits against karters from as far afield as Penang. Most 
of the credit for the success of the Kart Prix must surely 
go to John Will who spent many a late night planning and 
preparing for the event. The Kart Prix generally was a 
huge success as was the dance and presentations in the 
evening at the Social Centre, Nee Soon. Many thanks 
indeed to Mrs Saunders who graciously presented the 
various trophies and prizes. 

Our last two years in Singapore starting from an 
unknown club of novices to being accepted by most of 
the top clubs in this part of the world, and also from 
monthly meetings to running our own Bydand Kart Prix 
on the 15 June have at times been hectic, but thoroughly 
enjoyable. 

Membership of the club is increasing weekly, with 
people wishing to "have a go" and try their luck . The 
thrill of travel appeals to many, and so far the club has 
been represented at the following meetings: Kuala Lumpur, 
Penang, Hong Kong, Manila and Singapor's annual Pesta 
Sukan. 

The Pesta Sukan in Singapore is next on our list in 
August . This always proves to be an interesting meeting, 
with karters coming from as far afield as Hong Kong and 
the Philipines to compete. After the Pesta Sukan, it only 
leaves the karts etc to be prepared in readiness for the 
move to Fort George. SEE YOU IN FORT GEORGE. 

Kart Club Meeting- Nee Soon, Singapore 
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INDIVIDUAL AND INTER UNIT BOXING 

ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 11 JUNE 1975 

The Joint Services Individual and Inter Unit Athletics 
Championships were held at Terror Barracks on Wednesday 
11th June 1975, and 11 teams entered. 

The Battalion team under SSI Bacon APTC were giveb 
very little time in which to train, due to the fact th at so 
many of the team were busy shooting, and all the other 
committments that prevented any form of team training . 
However several of the athetes practised over the Bn long 
week end . 

The team entered all events, and won eight, with seven 
seconds and two third places. We also won the Inter Unit 
Championship Shield, wit h 108 points, and 29 points 
clear of our rivals 1RNZIR. Detailed resul ts as f ollows: 

200 metres 
400 metres 
800 metres 
1500 metres 
5000 metres 
3000 metres wal k 
4 x 1 00 met res rel ay 
ax400 m etres relay 
Hammer 
Shot Putt 
Javelin 
Long Jump 
Tr ip le Jump 
High Jump 

Pole Vault 

Pt Morr ison 
Lt A D MacDonald-Haig 
Sgt B Featherstone 
Pte Dingw all 
Pte Gi l l ies 
Pte G illi es 
1 Gord o ns 
1 Gordons 
Sgt J R utherford 
Lcp l Ferguson 
Cpl O'Leary 
Cpl A Martin 
Cpl A Martin 
Pte Hepburn 
Sgt J Gordon 
Pt e Gibson 
SSI Bacon 
Pte Hepburn 

Team Result 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 

1 Gordons 
1 RNZI R 
NZA OD 

108 points 
79 points 
45 points 

3rd place 
2nd pl ace 
2nd place 
1st place 
2nd pl ace 
1st place 
2 nd place 
1st pl ace 
1st place 
1st place 
1st place 
2 nd p lace 
1st place 
1st place 
2nd place 
3rd place 
2nd place 
3rd place 

The Bn Novices Box ing Championships took place in 
Crest Road Gym, Nee Soon between 19th and 23rd May. 
This was the first time box ing had taken place within the 
Regiment since 1969 when the Bn was in Minden. The 
f act t hat t here had been no box ing in the Bn for such a 
long time, probably accounted f or the large entry, some 
136 boxers eager to show their mettle and win one of the 
ten championship belts . A great deal o f the credit for the 
success of the venture must go t o SSgt Bacon APTC and 
his st aff for their t ireless efforts in making these champion
sh ips the success t hey were. 

Lik e all other Novice Championships we have had a 
fa ir number of surprises and this t ime w as no exception. 
Su rprise No. 1 Pte Riddel of ' B' Coy t he " Coy Runner" 
t aking on Pte Philip of Comd Coy in the Lt Weight 
Division . For t he firs t few seconds it looked l ike an easy 
task wi th Ph ilip scor ing quite f reely t o t he head . One of 
t hese punches must have done so met h ing to R iddel as 
he came out fo r t he seco nd round a new man to make 
all t he runn ing and winn ing the bout. It w as rather un
lucky for Rid del t hat in the Quarter· Finals he met Pt e 
Stewart also of B Coy who event ually won t h is w eight. 

Surprise No. 2 came w hen Padre Gau!d boxing the 
Wel ter Weight D ivision beat Pte Kel las of B Coy . Kell as 
failing to beat the count (would y ou believe 40 sees). 
In his second bout against 2 Lt M M Crighton, both 
boxers punched themselves to a standstill, causi ng the 
Referee to stop the co ntest and allow the j udges to give 
the winner on p oints. Once again the Padre got through. 
The semi-fi nals proved to be just as exciting and "The . 
Fighting Padre" as the "Straits Times" had now chosen 
to call him, was just too aggressive for Pte Terris of SP 
Coy causing the Referee to stop the bout in the 2nd min. 
The final for this weight proved to be a hard fought 
contest with Lcpl Ke ith D Coy taking the honours in the 
first round and most of the second . However, he did th en 
start to tire and the bold Padre always looking for the 

Padre Gauld versus Pte Terris 
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Pte Stewart 'B ' Coy versus Pte Simpson 'D' Coy 

opening began to make his final effort, time alas was not 
in the Padre's f avour and Lcpl Keith managed to hold on 
and take the Championship. 

The Finals were held on Frid j!Y the 23rd May ina very 
hot Gymnasium. Brig GDJR Russell the Commander of 
28 lnf Bde presented the prizes to the winners and the 
runners up. 

Results were as follows: 

Flyweight: 
Pte Inglis beat Lcpl Simpson (FTBC) 
D Coy B Coy 

Bantam: 
Pte Kidd beat Pte Barclay (FTBC) 
Comd Coy Comd Coy 

Feather: 
Pte McDonald beat Pte Keenan (RSB) 
b Coy D Coy 

Lt Weight : 
Pte Stewart beat Pte Jolly (Points) 
B Coy A Coy 

Lt Welter: 
Pte McSeveney wo Pte Mclennan (Injured) 
Comd Coy A Coy 

Welter: 
Lcpl Keith beat Capt Gauld (Points) 
DCoy Comd Coy 

Lt Middle : 
Lcpl Burns beat Pte Ross (Points) 
DCoy B Coy 

Middle: 
Lcpl Leask beat Pte Gibb (Points) 
B Coy SP Coy 

Lt Heavy: 
2 Lt Whiteside beat 2 Lt Chalmers (Points) 
D Coy A Coy 

Heavy : 
Pte Riach beat Lcpl Johnston (RSB) 
D Coy B Coy 

The best loser Trophy was won by Pte Jolly A Coy 
who put up a tremendous show against Pte Stewart in the 
Lt Weight Final. 

The Championship Shield was won by B Coy. The 
Shield for the Company with the highest Winner/Loser 
percentage was presented to D Coy . 

In his closing address, the Bde Commander who is a 
keen boxing fan expressed the opinion that this was one 
of the better Novices Finals that he had seen for a long 
time and that it would not be long before we would hear 
the names of Gordon Highlanders spoken with respect at 
the Army Championships. 
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SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT GLENCORSE 

REGIMENTAL NOTES FROM THE 
SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT (GLENCORSE) 

A Company 

Lt Stewart 
Sgt Knowles 
Cpls Gray 

McBride 
Robson 
Foster 
Wiseman 

Golden Lions 
Cpl Macdonald 
Lcpl Colligan 
Ptes Harrison 

Hamphill 

Recruits 

A Company 
Ptes Bruce 

Hutchings 
Jappy 
Mcleod 
Allan 
Fearn 
Greig 
Dunbar 
Grant 
Shearer 

Permanent Staff 

B Company 
CSM Fraser 
Sgt Dent 
Lcpl Booth 

B Company 
Ptes Marshall 

Milne 

HQ Company 
Cpls Allen 

Makepeace 
Lcpl Hamilton 
Ptes Cranna 

Wilson 

Since I have only recently joined the Depot, I am not 
as yet full y in the picture as· to the situation here: However 

everything is very quiet at the moment with very few 
Gordons recruits passing through our hands. We hope that 
recruiting will pick up when the Battalion returns to Fort 
George in November. 

From the Sergeants Mess, Sgt Morrison has departed 
for sunny Singapore where we w ish him the best of luck; 
Sgt Brian Knowles arrived at short notice to replace him 
and we wish both Sgt and Mrs Knowles a pleasant stay 
here. RSM Greenhowe paid a visit whilst on a recce for the 
move to Fort George and passed on all the current news 
from the Battalion . ft seems it is impossible to go anywhere 
in the Army these days without falling over on or other 
of the Dent brothers and sure enough we have Charlie (or 
is it Arthur or Allan?) with us here. He assures me that as 
the Senior brother he is keeping an eye on the other two 
- poor chaps ! 

The Corporals Mess has successfully monopolised the 
Depot football team and Cpl Davie Allen gives the im
pression that 5 Gordons are all that is required to make 
up a football team. Our resident expert-cum-referee, Lcpl 
Booth , tells me that far from there being only 5 members 
of a football team, there are in fact 11 with subst itutes 
in addition! Oh well long live the Battalion team and 
Celtic (whoever they may be! pipey!). 

Cpls Foster and Gray are off to Catterick for the Minor 
Units Athletics Meeting wher we wish them both success. 

As a final note we are sorry to say goodbye to the 
following: 

Sgt Morrison 
Lcpl Buchanan 
Lcpl Cullivan 

but we look forward to seeing them and others from the 
Battalion on their return from that "holiday camp in the 
East" - Nee Soon . 

2nd BATTALION THE 51st HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 

Commanding Officer Lt Col N V R Simpson TD 
Gordons 

Second in Command Major E M Gibson TD 
Lovat Scou ts 

Training Major Major P H E L Holt 
QO Hldrs 

Training Major (V) Major J A L Young TD 
QO Hldrs 

QM Major J Burns 
RHF 

QM (V) Captain J Leslie 
QO Hldrs 

Adjutant Captain C E Price 
Gordons 

The 1975 TAVR Review which came into effect on 
1st April has made a number of changes to the Battalion 
structure. We have lost G Company (Gordons) and B 
Company (Queens Own Highlanders) to 3/51 Highland 
Volunteers at Peterhead and E Company has merged with 
C Company . This leaves us with the fo llowing orbat : 
Headquarters (Queen's Own Highlanders and The Gordon 

Highlanders) Company, Elgin. 
A ( Lovat Scouts) Company - HQ at Kirk wall with detach

ment at Lerwick . 
C (Queen's Own Highlanders) Company - HQat Inverness 

with detachments at Dingwall , Stornoway, Fort 
William and Portree. 

D (The Gordon Highlanders) Company - HQ at Aberdeen 
with detachment at Keith . 

Congratulations to Best Recruit. Pte Sir Archie Grant ' D' 
Coy receives the Cup and Medal from Lt Col Simpson at 
Camp. 
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COLONELS AT CAMP: 
The Command ing Offic er 2nd Bn 51st Highland Volunteers, 
Lieutenant Colonel N V R Simpson TO with Lieutenant 
General S ir Chandos B lair KCVO, OBE, MC, GOC Scotland 
and Colonel Queen ' s Own Highlanders, Colonel Sir Donald 
Cameron of Lochiel KT, CVO, TO, JP, Retiring Honorary 
Colonel , and Brigadier G L W Andrews CBE , DSO, the new 
Honorary Colonel. 

" Shot! Brother". Lt Colonel N V R Simpson TO presents 
the Wardlaw Challenge Cup to the Champion Shot, Major 
A D Simpson OC 'D' Company. 

It was sad to lose Band G Compan ies and we hope 
that they settle down well with their new Battalion. 

June 7th saw the arrival of the Battalion at Annual 
Camp. The camp this year was at Proteus not far from 
Nottingham, situated in the heart of Sherwood Forest; 
After the success of BAOR last year with such an excellent 
turnout it was felt that the camp this year with almost 
half the number might p rove to be an anti-climax. This 
was certainly not to be the case. The weather throughout 
camp was glorious, and the training was imag inative. 
Morale could not have been higher and most are agreed 
that it was one of the best camps for many years. 

Of the many visitors we had we were delighted to see 
General Sie George Gordon Lenno x who spent the best 
part of a day with us. During his visit to A Coy on the 
ranges on a brilliant sunny day he met one of the two 
Jamaican officers attached to us for the period at camp. 
During the course of t heir conversat ion, Lt Birthwright 
the Jamaican officer, who, being somewhat darker skinned 
than the rest of us, was heard to remark : "General Sir, 
A ' do believe I'm getting a tan!" 

We were also pleased to see Major George Morrison 
from RHO who came down for the Nottingham reunion 
and t he guest night in the officers' Mess. 

Captain Ross left us three days before camp in order 
to get married. Both he and his wife are now with th e 
Battalion in Singapore and we wish them both every 
happiness in the future. We welcome in his place the new 
Adjutant, Captain Price, recently back from Singapore. 

We I ook forward very much to seei ng the 1st Battalion 
back from Singapore and settled into Fort George at the 
end of the year. Doubtless we shall be seeing a great deal 
of them before their Northern Ireland tour. 

HQ COMPANY 2/51 HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 

Coy Comd 
Coy 21C 
RSO 
Paymaster 
RMO 
Padre 
MTO 
CSM 
CQMS 
PSis 

Major D A Young TO 
Capt G S Johnston 
Capt R O' Brien 
Major D W Campbell TO 
Major R J Stewart 
Capt W A Smith 
WOII Christie A . 
WOII Wilson A 
CSgt MunroE 
CSgt Douglas A 
Sgt Ward T 
Sgt Mel ntosh M 
Sgt Murray D 

Gordons 
QO Hldrs 
00 Hldrs 
RAPC 
RAMC 
RAChD 
Gordons 
QO Hldrs 
QO Hldrs 
Gordons 
QO Hldrs 
QO Hldrs 
QO Hldrs 

As our last notes (for some unknown reason) were too 
late fo r the February /March issue we apologise to those 
whose praises remain unsung. 

Since then, a 3rd Battalion has been born and we have 
lost to their ranks our former MTO Captain Tom McRae, 
a faithful long serving Gordon Highlander. We wish him 
well in Bn HQ, Peterhead . 

Our Spring act ivities have included outdoor training, 
individual training and a very successful Company dance. 
Another highlight in April was the presentation of a Lord 
Lieutenant's Certificate, by our new Honorary Colonel 
Brigadier G L W Andrews, to our worthy CSM Austin 
Wilson. The fitting citation was read to the sixty men on 
parade by the Co mpany Commander. Also in April we 
made a farewell presentation to Sgt Gillespie one of our 
PSis and in his pl ace we welcome Sgt Ward . We also 
welcome SSgt Ross (ex 'B' Coy) who has come to live in 
the area. 

Between April and camp, time seemed so short that 
one almost got the impression that the QM had taken over 
its issue, and before we fully realised it we were arriving at 
Proteus Camp, Ollerton! While numbers may have been 
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rather low, everything else was very high (especially 
morale) and it turned out to be one of the best camps 
ever. The weather was on our side from the start realistic 
training ensured maximum effort and enthusiasm, and 
never in the experience of the senior members of the 
company has the attitude and morale of men been so 
cheerfully expressed through enthusiastic participation . 
Suffice to say there was not even one minor annoyance 
or incident to deal with. 

The Company also had its fair share of success at camp 
and immediately after. In the sports we won the command 
race and the obstacle race, while in the rifle meeting we 
gained the Match II prize and also CSM Wilson and Csgt 
George won the CPMG pairs trophy and Sgt Ward was 
the best shot amongst the PSis. Our pipes and drums 
(which are composed mainly of HQ personnel) also had a 
very successful camp and even on the way home, after 
travelling all night, they competed at Oldmeldrum Games 
and won the Rpbertson cup for the best band on the 
field . One event of special interest during the camp was the 
visit by several members of the company to a local coal 
mine and to see just what happens at the coal face over 
2000 feet down. 

At camp we also said farewell to our long serving 
ROMS - WOII Jock Watson , Gordon Highlanders. Special 
tribute was paid to his service over the past twenty si x 
years by Major D A Young on handing over an inscribed 
tray on behalf of HO Company and by the RSM when 
presenting a gold watch on behalf of the Sergeants' Mess. 
On Friday 13th June it was fitting that ROMS Watson was 
in charge of the Battalion parade prior to the RSM being 
presented with LS and GC Medal by GOC Scotland General 
Sir Chandes Blair. Following the parade the RO was 'pulled 
out' in true style and it made a fitting and poignant end 
to a great career of one who has given such noble service 
to theTA and T & AVR . 

In the Queen's Birthday Honours list of 14th June we 
were pleased to note the award of the British Empire Medal 
to our Pipe Major, SSgt J K MacGregor. Other congratul, 
ations are due to CSgt Christie on promotion to WOII , 
Sgt Munro on promotion to CSgt, Cpls Allan, Maclennan, 
Weir and Purdie to Sgt, Lcpls Campball, Glegg and Harvey 
to Cpl and Pte Clark to Lcpl. 

Who said that the Pipe Band are never at the sharp end? 
Piper Warrender, Drummer Black, Cpl Gorman )MT), Cpl 
Lamond . 

The end of twenty six years service. ROMS Watson says 
farewell to the CO and to the Battalion. 

D (Gordons) COY 2/51 HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 

Company Commander: 
Second in Command: 
Platoon Commanders: 

CSM: 
CQMS: 
Platoon Sergeants: 

PSis 

Major A D Simpson 
Captain S V Duggan 
Lt J A C Don 
Lt I R Brown 
Lt W Watson 
2Lt M M Souter 
W02 Warden N A 
SSgt Irvine J A 
Sgt Beattie E T 
Sgt Middler J 
Sgt McKen G 
W02 Charman P 
SSgt Joss W 
Sgt Reid G 

Gordons 
Gordons ( Portree) 
Gordons 

Having just completed Annual Camp at Proteus Camp, 
Ollerton, near Nottingham in June, and unfortunately 
without our usual scribe, it f alls on less loquacious 
shoulders to record the goings on at Hardgate over the 
last few months. 

At the end of March, being the nice way of avoiding 
the 1st of April, we bade farewell to our sister Coy G (The 
Gordon Highlanders) who left to form the headquarters 
element of 3rd Bn 51st Highland Volunteers. We wish 
them well but hope it wasn't anything we said. 

The Recruits Course at Fort George was graced with 
the presence of 3 recruits and Capt Duggan; although not 
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having seen his recruits report it is only possible to assume 
that he has now managed to pass after the fourth attempt. 
He must however be congratulated as the most original 
recruiter in the current period, albeit with a great deal of 
help from his wife, having informed the Company as they 
left Proteus that Pte Duggan had reported for duty. Well 
done Kay and Steve, hope he doesn't pull out any more 
of your hair. 

POTS IN SHERWOOD FOREST. '0' Coy's winning team 
in the patrol competition, Ex Sherwood Highlander. In 
front of them are other trophies won by members of the 
company : the Best Recruit, Wardl aw, Ewart, Whitelaw 
and L adies' Cups. 

Since April, the Company have extended their sphere 
of influence to include Keith , rather a re-annexat ion, and 
have managed to gain 5 members for the nominal roll, the 
follow up campaig n to be laid on by John Don will double 
th is at least. A number of weekends were held in Keith to 
supplement the local effort and included patrolling and 
all weapons practices on Binn Hill Range. 

Camp proved yet again to be the high part of the y ear 
having started with the Padre's comment to t he RSM that 
he had called on the barber twice before camp. Mr Smith's 
condolences on not finding him open provided the text 
for the first Sunday's sermon. 

The weather at camp proved exceedingly kind a~ did 
the local inhabitants who have been hastily revising their 
opinion of the Bn compared to the average footba ll sup
porter, after one or two appropriate comments from the 
Battalion Commander. The company although lower in 
numbers than usual at camp, due mainly to t axing pay at 
source, and bedeviled by duties enjoyed all ph ases of 
trai ning, particularly Moray Souter' s Support Weapons 
Platoon who spent an extremely instructive week on live 
firing at Warcop. 

Our record of success started with an all round second 
placing on Bn Sports followed by an outright win on the 
Patrol Competition and finishing with best recruit, indiv
idual rifle champion and SMG Team trophy. 

Congratulations to our erstwhile CSM who much to 
Mrs Prat i's and the OM's delight has been appo inted 
ROMS, to CSM Warden who is now the sa me rank as his 
big brother (I know how it feels) , Sgt Houston who evaded 
the Grade I Board much to the other contestants discomfort 
and to Cpls Rae, Pirie and Cartney and Lcpl Petrie who 
passed the Board. 

Out of the m any camp visitors the highlight of the 
Company's programme was the visit of the Colonel of the 
Regiment whom we were delighted to see and unlike 
Folkestone was not required to double over shingle to 
observe us at work. 

·The intention at t ime of writing is now to have a month 
of leisure and recreation for the majority whilst Cpls 
Cartney and Wal lace attend Bisley and Moray Souter and 
gang take a litt le exercise at Nijmegen. 

STOP PRESS 
A s these notes w ere about to be transmitted to RHO, a 

very weary mini-b us limped into the Coy . location, from 
which emerged some even more weary figures in the shape 
(not too good a shape) of the Nijmegen team. 

Under the command of 2Lt Moray Souter, and with 
the help of Lt John Don as a very last minute substitute 
to make up the numbers for a team, they had successfully 
completed the four-day event - complete with individual 
and team medals. Moray Souter has volunteered ("Whaddya 
mean, volunteered .. . ?") to provide a full account of the 
experience for the next edition of t he 'Tiger & Sphinx' , so 
watch this space .. . 

The team from 2 / 5 1 Highland Volunteers on their second 
day out in the Nijmegen Marches. Pipers Hay and Hodgson 
from Elg in lead with 2Lt Moray Souter · o · Coy Aberdeen . 
Other Gordon s include Lt John Don ·o· Coy , Cp l Rae · o· 
Coy, Pte (Sir Archibald) Grant. Monymusk . Pt e Pat e rson 
and Pte Parrott a l l · 0 ' Coy . 
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CONQUERORS. Some of ' D' Company found a Conqueror to rest on. Any vo-lunteers for the anti-tank t r aining? 

The GOC Scotland, Lieutenant General Sir Chandos Blair, KCVO, OBE , MC, talks to some members of the anti -tank platoon: 
Cpl Michie, Pte Butler ( ' A ' Coy) Pte Ferguson, L cpl Wall ace, with 2 L t Souter looking on. 
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Silver Bullets being loaded into M agazines by a ( Lovat Scouts) Coy at the Skill at Arms Meeting at Beck ingham. 
Back Row L!R Cpl Pirie, Major Thain, Cpl Cromarty, Pte Guthrie, Lt Col Simpson, Maj J A L Young, Maj C B Innes ( BW) 
Front Row L!R Lt Birthwright (JDF), Lcpl Peninger, GW, Pte Peninger A, Cpl Pottinger G, Pte McGregor. 

A (LOVAT SCOUTS) COMPANY 

Company Commander: 
Company Officer: 
Company 21C: 
Platoon Commanders: 

CSM: 
CQMS: 
Platoon Sergeants: 

PSis: 

Major I J Thain 
Capt B A Stove 
Lt R Marwick 
Lt D J Petrie 
Lt G A Adamson 
W02 J Rendall 
CSgt B Donaldson 
Sgt N Donaldson 
Sgt K Burke 
Sgt S Thomson 
CSgt J Ralph 

Sgt A Kyle 

Sgt A Duncan 

Orkney 
Orkney 
Orkney 
Shetland 
Shetland 
Orkney 
Orkney 
Orkney 
Shetland 
Orkney 
OOHidrs 
Orkney 
00 Hldrs 
Orkney 
Gordons 
Shetland 

1st CADET BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

How grand it is to head out notes with our new title. 
For three long years Colonel Moubray Burnett, out long 
suffering Commandant has taken arms against a sea of 
trouble in his endeavours to get this honoured title for for 
the Battalion. Now with the new Regionalisation - eureka\ 
it has happened. Now it is up to us to live up to our new 
name, and with the added incentive our new title brings, 
we have no fears in this respect. 

Camp this year was nearly a wash out. When we were 
told we were doomed to spend our fortnights camp at 
Garelochead great was the gloom that descended upon those 
who had suffered during our last visit in 1962. So the wise 
virgins (they numbered but a few- although plenty were 
wise) packed umbrellars and gum boots and prepared for 

the worst. Of course it rained as only the West Coast can 
rain and a sodden mass od cadets dripped about the the 
camp in trailing ground sheets, trying to absorb the instr
uction given by equally damp instructors. But the ebullience 
of youth made light of the downpour and the cadets man
aged to smile and make light of the weather. What really 
shattered them was the appalling accommodation in which 
they were forced to live. The name "Spider" has become 
equated with Belsen, for here is squalor unimaginable the 
young men of Support Company lived like trogolites, 

emerging into the wet grey dawn with blinking eyes. Even 
those who lived in somewhat better huts got flooded out, 
or had to shift beds to escape miniature Niagaras of rain. 
However as we had a plethora of VIP visitations and each 
one was taken on a conducted tour of the catacombe we 
have little doubt that the message has got accross. we shall 
never go to Garelochead Camp again until t he Cadet accom
modation has been completely rebuilt . Our first VIP was 
Col John Nicol of Ballogie, our Honourary Colonel 
and our next was the Under Secretary of State for the Army -
Mr. Robert Brown - no less. He arrived to be greeted with 
a General Salute played by our cadet piper L/Cpl 
Jessiman, and accompanied by Brigadier Swinton Comd 
Lowlands, his MA Capt David Braddoch 
Gren Guards, and the delectable Miss Valerie Bell his 
PS, he went on a four hour tour of the camp. This visit 
coincided with the hottest day in camp, and a perspriing 
Commandant, Deputy Commandant and your scribe tot
tered round garbed in tunics and kilt, no one having both
ered to tell us that shirt sleeve order was the dress for the 
day!! Mr Brown whose first visit this was to the ACF 
with all he saw, with the exception of the Spider. Taken 
down into these reeking depths he recoiled with horror 
and we reckoned the penny dropped. It was a pity per
haps that when the party got split up during the tour that 



60 TIGER AND SPHINX 

a cadet was asked by an unwary one "where is the Minister"? 
the reply came with a flash" the Chaplain is in his room" II 
Which only goes to show how Godly are our cadets? 
Our next VIP was the redoubtable Brigadier AS Person, the 
Commandant of the Scottish ACF: he also viewed the 
Spider with disgust, but found everything to his satisfaction. 
On Sunday to our delight we were honoured by a visit 
from General Sir George Gordon Lennox l!lfho attended ' 
Church Parade and read the lesson, and later presented 
the cup to" A" Company who won the annual Inter 
Company Guard Mounting Competition by half a point from 
Support Company, who inturn were half a point ahead of 
C (Banffshire) Company. The General was entertained 
along with the Officers in the WO's and Sgts Mess (their 
Ante Room being much larger than that issued to the long 
suffering Officers). The General also presented the Cadet 
Force Medal to Lieut Mike Conn, a Bar to the Medal to 
RSMI W Sutherland BEM, a certificate of Good 
service to Cadet RSM G Ronaldso n, and Highland Divi
sional Flashes to members of the Battalion team in the 
Highland Inter Cadet Tactical Competion. The following 
Monday saw the arrival for a brief stay of Gen Sir 
Derek Lang- who once again was taken to view the Spider, 
Other highlights included a drop into camp by the Golden 
Lions, and great were the cheers as the two Gordon High
lander members landed; and it' s a Knock Out. This Inter 
Company Competition was organised by Lieut Mike 
Stuart and 82 A YT together with Cpl Ph ill ips and his Regt 
recrui ting team (by kind permission of Capt Arthur 
Heffron). The expertise shown by th ese two teams pro
duced some startling events and great was the enthusiam 
shown by the cadets, as they whooped round from item 
to item. "B" Company c lear winners, of this and the Tug 
of War which followed. The Officers Mess pulled the 
Sgts Mess with their accustomed ease and grace, but when 
challenged by the Regulars of 22CTT, 82 A YT and the 
Regtl Recruiting team they were forced to admit defeat . 

Without any doubt the greatest thi ng that happened to 
us at camp was the arrival in our midst of two Officers and 
fifteen Cadets of the 48th Highlanders of Canada . This 
fine body of young men are affiliated to the Gordon High-

landers and during their tour of Scotland came to Gare
lochead to stay for four, all too short days. From the 
outset wer were deeply impressed with their turn out and 
discipline, and even more impressed by the stature and 
maturity of the Cadets. Even the youngest fourteen year 
old looked and behaved like an eighteen year old . To our 
joy the cadets from both sides of the Atlantic mixed 
freely and enjoyed each others company, thei r pipers and 
our lone cadet piper pl ayed together and enjoyed expert 
tuition from Major George Thom. Major John Brown 
their OC and Lieut Neil MacNaughton soon became very 
popular members in the Officers Mess,_ where their 
lively wit was enjoyed by young and old alike. Very soon 
strong bonds of fellowship were forged and an application 
has been made to MOD for Offic ial Affiliation by the Bn 
with the 48th Highlanders of Canad a, which, if approved , 
will, we believe be the first time and ACF Bn in UK has 
been affiliated to an ACF Unit of the CDominion of Canada 
or anywhere else for that matter. How we wished it had 
been possible for our brother Canadians to have stayed 
with us for the remainder of our camp , but alas t hey had 
a tour to complete; and it was with very genuine feelings 
of regret at the ir departure that they marched to the gate 
led by our two pipers playing Cock of the North . However 
this is but t he start of our liason, perhaps one day cadets 
f rom this Battalion may be able to trave l to Toronto to 
stay with the 48th Highlanders. A link has been forged 
which we believe will become stronger as each year passes 
we shall keep in touch, and we send them our very best 
wishes for the future. 

Now back once again at Fon thill with the contractors 
men starting the task of rebuilding the old premises, we 
look forward to some well earned leave. 

In our next notes w e shall hope to have news of our 
new Cadet Training Centre, to be built in the grounds of 
Bridge of Don Depot, (please mr Healey). 

We send greeting to all our friends in the Gordon High
landers and look forward to the return of the Battalion from 
Sinapore. 
FVDM. 

11 

Captain Geo rge Mcintosh (Portsoy) receives an MOD CertifiCate from Colonel KM Burnett TO 
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REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS' ASSOCIATION 

The 45th Annual General Meeting of the Regimental 
Association was held at Regimental Headquarters, View
field Road, Aberdeen, on Friday 23rd May , 1975, under 
the chairmanship of Colonel G W Bruce, K.StJ, TO, DL, JP. 
There was a large attendance, representatives being present 
from the 2nd Bn Assocn , the 5th , 7th and 5/7th Bns. Old 
Comrades' Association, serving representatives of the 1st 
Battal ion , The Depot (Aberdeen), and 2nd/51st (Highland) 
Volunteers . In addition the following organisations were 
represented: The Scottish PE PoW Association , Ministry 
of Health a!ld Social Security , and the War Pensioners' 
Welfare Officer, Aberdeen. 

Colonel Bruce welcomed those who were attending 
for the first time, including Mr Norman catto, Far East 
PoW Asscn , M r A Mackenzie and Mr W Brewster, BEM, 
2nd Bn Asscn and RSM I Mitchell, Depot, (Aberdeen). 

Major G Slater, Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, 
submitted the Annual Report and aud ited Accounts, with 
Balance Sheet, for the year ended 31st December, 1975. 
Copies of this report had been circu lated to all concerned. 
A brief digest of this report follows later in these proceed
ings. Th e Hon Secretary drew attention to the following 
points in the annual Report: 

(a) Returned European Prisoners of War Association, 
Aberdeen: 

On the disbandment of the above organisation, a sum 
of £435 .07 had been received froni their Trustees. This 

money had been credited under the heading of "Fu nds 
received from disbanded Units" in the Balance Sheet, and 
the income therefrom would be made available for the 
purpose for which originally intended. It was made clear 
that this F\,Jnd has no connection whatsoever with the 
Far East Prisoner of War Association, which is a going 
concern , with Scottish. Headquarters in Ed inburgh . The 
Regimental Association acts as "local agents" for the 
FE PoW Asscn in matters relating to members of the pre 
1942 2nd Bn who were Prisoners of War. 

(b) The Day's Pay Scheme: 

The increase in membership of the Day's Pay Scheme, 
(applicable to all serving Officers, WOs, NCOs and men) 
had been most gratifying . The comparative figures are: 

1973 1975 

48 Officers £204.29 58 Officers 
437 Other Ranks 1576.06 547 Other Ranks 

- ---
485 All Ranks £1780.35 605 All Ranks 

Summary of Increase: All ranks 120 : £623.34 

£382.99 
2020.70 
----

£2403.69 

Tribute was paid to the untiring and successful efforts 
for the Day's Pay Scheme made by Captain R D Strachan, 
(now MBE) the 1st Bn Regimental Association represent
ative, and the thanks of the meeting were minuted to him 
for his good work. 

Her Majesty the Queen visited the L inburn Training Centre and Workshops of the Scottish National Inst i tution for the War 
Blinded on 9th July , 1975. She met and spoke to a ll the war b linded men and their wives or escorts. Here the Queen is seen 
talk i ng to Charlie Taylor , a former Go rdo n Highlander from Crathie. Charlie was captu red with the Gordons in the Far East 
and returned home blind as a result of his experiences as a POW. Prior to jo in ing the Gordons, he was a gardener at Bal moral 
Castle. By Courtesy of Wilson S Groat, Ed inburgh . 
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(c) New Sources of annual I nco me: 

From a new source of income, Capt Maclaren's Trust. 
a sum of.£277 had been received, paid out to 9 Regimental 
Widows. Thsi income will be shown by comparitive t~tals 
in future 'Reports. 

(d) Other business: 
Proposed increase in life subscription: 

Major G Morrison, DSO, Regimental Secretary, stated 
that he had taken up this matter, which w as raised at the 
last AGM, with the Regimenta l Council. The feeling there 
was that there should be no change in the Life Subscrip
tion , i·n view of the income being obtained from the Day's 
Pay Scheme. It was agreed that no further action be, at 
present, taken on this matter. 

The Annual Report, Accounts, and Balance Sheet for 
1974, signed by the Colonel of the Regiment, were ratified 
by the meeting. 

The meeting close~with a vote of thanks to the Hon
orary Secretary, and his assistant Mr G G Cobb for their 
excellent work during the year. 

DIGEST OF REPORT 

The Regimental Association, which is a registered War 
charity , administers The Association funds and in addition 
3 other charitable Funds. The administrati~e expenses are ' 
minimal, and all money is made available to Regimental 
charity to ex-members of the Regiment, their families,or 
widows. Any ex-Gordon, no matter what his type of en
gagement, Regular, Volunteer, TA, Militia, or NS, or his 
f amily, may be considered foe help. 

Where does the money come from? 
There are 2 main sources of income, namely, from 

investments held by us in T r ust , and from The Day's 
Pay Scheme. In addition , grants are sought , and obtained, 
from outside bodies, such as the Army Benevolent Fund, 
Lloyd's Patriotic Fund, and t he Highland Society of 
London. We are most grateful to all serving officers and 
men of the Regiment, whose contributions to Regimental 
charity , by means of the Day ' s Pay Scheme, form the major 
part of our annual income. 

Where does the money go: 

Given below are details of our payments for charitable purposes for 1973 and 1974. 
1973 

£1784.49 

1974 

£2173.27 
(a) D irect payments from the Asscn and other Funds for Rent/Fuel/Light/Power/ 

Clothing and Footwear/Bedding and Furnishing: 
(b) Grants sought, and obtained, from other Regimental and Corps Asscns for 

beneficiaries w ith "dual" service, i.e. in our Regiment, and in t hose other 
Regiments and Corps: 504.00 295.00 

(c) 

1973 

Grants sought, and obtained , from the Army Development Fund: 

26 Supplementary Grants £ 1287 
13 Major Rehabilitation Grants% 2589 

39 Grants total 1973 £3876 

1974 28 Gupplementary grants. 
10 Major Rehabilitation Grant s 

38 Grants total 1974 

£1396 
796 

£2192 

(d) Lloyd's Patriotic Fund, -for Boer War Veterans: 

3876.00 

2192 .00 

156.00 156.00 

(e) The Highland Society of london, Baroness von Wilczek Charity: 52 .00 52.00 

(f) The Army Benevolent Fund, special grants for Boer War Veterans (not included 
in above summary) : 140.00 160.00 

(g) Captain Maclaren's Trust Fund, (Grants to 9 widows). F irst available 1974, will 
be shown by comparitive toatal in future reports 277 .00 

(h) • Total Benevolence Paid, (All sources: £6512.49 £5305.27 

Special Note: . Although the 1974 benevolence is less than that of 1973, the latter includes 
a special payment to 2 NCOs ex-Ulster, of £1500. 

5/7th BN THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION 

As usual our Annual General Meeting was poorly 
attended . Apart from the Committee, Mr. A Giles was the 
only member in attendance. It is wi t h regret that we have 
to accept the resignation of our Vice-Chairman , Mr R 
Sutherland . Circumstances have made it necessary for 
him to give up Association work. We have to thank him 
very sincerely for his long and devoted service which started 
some 25 years ago. His place has been taken by Mr A grant, 
otherwise the same committee will carry on with the good 
work . 

On the 3rd May·, 1975, we had a very successful Dinner, 
Dance and Social Evening , some 320 members and their 
friends attending. This year we had two large buses and a 

Mini from Deeside, one starting at Ballater, one at Culter, 
and the M ini at Cults. We also had one starting at Dyce, 
one at Bucksburn, also parties from Findon, Huntly and 
Peterhead. As usual Mr W Jamieson t urned up from Scone. 
Newcomers t o this function were Mr & Mrs N Lothian from 
Falkland, Fife. They were made very welcome and we 
hope to see them at all our future funct ions. The usual 
representation from our Shetl and Branch is being held 
over until our Ballater Reunion, when we will be delighted 
to welcome them. 

As a mat ter of interest this is the 20th Dinner Dance 
& Social Evening we have held. 

The draw, owing to generous gifts donated by our 
members and friends, w as a tremendou s success. 

At the invitation of Co l. B C A Napier, we are to hold 
our 28th Annual Reunion in the lnvercauld Arms Hotel , 
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Ballater on Saturday, 4th October, 1'975 . .We a~e ~oping 
to make this a resounding success: l·t is our "i'nteni:lon to 
run buses from Longside and Dyce, picking· up on the way. 
Fuller details will be given in our Bulletin to .be issued 
at the end of August. ' 

OBITUARY 

G Hanton. A Lifemember of our Association, a member 
of " B" Company 7th Bn and later transferred to the 1Oth 
Bn, was Head Gardener at I nvercauld . Our deepest 
sympathy goes to· his widow and family. 

H C Sim. Lerwick, died on the 27th February. He 
served in the 7th and 5/7th. A member of our Shetland 
Branch , he w as Head Barman at the Royal British Legion 
Club, Lerwick. The Association was represented at his 
funeral by the members of the Shetland Branch. Our 
deepest sympath goes to his widow and family . 
H Thomson. East Kilbride. A Lifemember of our Assoc
iation , he served in the 5/7th as a Drummer and was an 
active member who made a point of attending all our 
functions. He was an Executive Officer in the Civil Service. 
We were represented at his funeral by our Vice Chairman, 
A Grant and Mr Bert Melvin. Our deepest sympath goes 
to Mrs Thomson who was 3 keen supporter of our functions, 
also to her family. 

G Connon. Peterculter, died on 1st June, 1975. A Life
member of the Association, he was in the Carrier Platoon 
of the 7th and 5/7th and a regular attender at our functions. 
We were represented at his funeral by our members from 
Peterculter. 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS (EDINBURGH) 

ASSOCIATION CLUB 

The Club had another successful year from the social 
point of view, although like most other similar Clubs the 
ravages of inflation are causing increasing problems in the 
management and administration of the Club. 

We are pleased to welcome as a Trustee of the Club, 
The Reverend Humphrey Lopdeii-Bradshaw, Rector of 
St Hilda's Church, Oxgangs, Edinburgh . 

WL 
Social Events: 

The final function for 1974 was a Christmas party held 
in an outside hall for 184 children from three to eleven 
years old. After the usual feast of Christmas fare two 
cartoon films were shown which were enjoyed by the 
children- young and old alike. The highlight of the party 
was the distribution of presents to each child by Santa 
Claus - Nimmo (_height. approximately 5' 2") clad in a 
gown made to fit someone of at least 6' 6" I 

The annual Dinner Dance was held at Leith Assembly 
Rooms in February this year. This is always the most 
enjoyable of our social events, and this year it was even 
more successful than before. We are sorry that some of 
the guests we had invited could not attend for various 
reasons. 

Our annual bus trip took place on 1st June to the 
Pchil Hills and surrounding district. The weather was good, 
and a memorable day was had by (mostly) all. 

Games Section: 

The annual Bpwling match between the Gl asgow and 
Edinburgh Association Clubs was held in Edinburgh this 
year. Our thanks to Cmr J D New the new team captain 
for organising this ev\)nt which from our point of view 
was agreat success - Sorry, Glasgow, we didn't mean to 
take ALL the Cups and Shields away from you I 

Ladies' Guild: 

The Ladies Section of the Club had another very happy 
and s ucces~fi.JI season. Their socia l activities included whist 

drive·s, two mystery tours, ··and ·a Christmas and "end of 
season" dinners at hotels. Our thanks go once again to 
Mrs I Carse and her Committee for all th.e 'hard work they 
do during the season. · ' · 

General:· 

Finally we wish _to thank Corporal Hastings who pre
sented the Club with a Regimental Plaque. The Club had 
had been promised a Plaque for a long time , and we are 
very pleased to have obtained one at last. 

J MeG 

THE GOROON HIGHLANDERS (NOTTINGHAM) 

ASSOCIATION 

Our fifteenth Annual Reunion took place on Friday, 
25thnApril, 1975, and was held at the Grove Hotel, Lenton, 
Nottingham, when over twenty of our members gathered. 
This being the first occasion the branch had restricted this 
event to rr.en only we were somewhat apprehensive as to 
the outcome - as it turned out a wonderful evening was 
had by all. 

The cold buffet was excellent and our heartfelt thanks 
are due to everyone who helped to make the evening such 
a qualified success. Our President Colonel (Taney) Lees 
presided, and we were most fortunate in having with us 
Captain M P Taitt from the Bridge of Don. 

Shortly after this memorable event, we heard of the 
impending visit to Proteus Camp (Near Nottingham) of 
the 2/51st Highland Volunteers for their Annual Camp, 
and it was decided to hold a Social Evening and Buffet 
for members of the Gordon Company of the Battalion. 

With the approval of the Commanding Officer Lt Col 
N U R Simpson, and the kind co-operation of the. Adjutant 
Captain C E Price, this was put in hand. : 

On Saturday, 14th June, sixty five branch members 
and 2/51 Officers, NCOs and men met at the Grove Hotel 
for a convivial evening. The company was congenial; the 
food out of this world; and the piping of its usual high 
quality; in short "a good time was had by one and all". 
We were all smewhat sad when we finally took our fare
wells, but a surprise was in store because a party of us 
were kindly invited to Retreat Beating by the Pipes & 
Drums of the 2/51 stat Proteus Camp on the following 
Wednesday evening . After a fine performance we all 
adjourned to the Sgts' Mess for a social evening and buffet. 

Thanks are due to Pat Charman, Williw. Joss, Charlie 
Prati, Ernie Beattie, Tom Houston; Jim Miqdler, Gordon 
McKee and all the other Gordon W/Os a.nd Sgts who looked 
after us so well throughout a wonderful evening. How we 
all wish that these get togethers could. be arranged more 
often . 

In closing, the Branch are holding a Buffe.t Dance on 
October 18th 1975, here in Nottingham, a[lyone interested 
please contact our Secretary Pat Larkin for, f,urther details. 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS ASSOCIATION 

LINCOLN BRANCH 

The Branch's Annual General Meeting was held at the 
Black Bull Hotel, Ruskington on Monday, 17th March 1975 
and officials elected were Lieutenant Colonel R G Lees~ 
President, MrS A Marshall - Vice President, Mr B Bowkett 
Chairman, Mr J Andrews- Vice Chairman and Treasurer 
and Mr J Chambers- Secretary. An enthusiastic committee, 
comprising Messrs W Clark, J Wilson, R McRobbie, L Craig , 
C Rawson , W Barron and D Hamilton w as also elected . 

One of the items on the Social Calendar was a· Bangers 
& Mash' Dance held at Northgate Hall , SleafortL This was 
attended by one hundred and twenty members, guests and · 
friends and was voted a great success. Duri'ng the evening 
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we were entertained by the piping of Mr J Runcie and the 
accordian playing of Mr Sandy Taylor and Mrs Wilson. 
Mr Larry Craig also had the audience in his hands with his 
renditions of Scottish Airs, 

The main social event coming up will be the 1Oth 
Annual Dinner and Dance which will be held at Cranwell 
Village Hall on Saturday, 4th October 1975. It is hoped 
that familiar guests from Aberdeen, Edinburgh and 
London will be attending and a very warm welcome 
will be extended, particularly to our President, Lieutenant 
Colonel Lees. 

Preparations are already in hand for the final event of 
our Social Year, the Annual Burns Supper and Dance. If 
last year's reaction is anything to go by, this should be 
another resounding success. 

To complete this contribution the Lincoln Branch 
would like to take_.the opportunity of wishing all Gordon 
Highlanders, serving or otherwise, all the very best in the 
future. 

THE HELPING HAND 

Army Benevolence in Action 

It is sometimes argued that in today's society .those 
whos in adversity stand in need of help of any one 
kind or another are already cared for well enough by the 
State. In fact it is the case that state ass istance is often 
too little or too late, and that it is frequently encumbered 
by provisions which are too inflixible to meet the need. 
A quicker, more responsive and more humane source of 
help is often needed and this can only be provided through 
the voluntary efforts of those who are more fortunate . 
Soldiers, ex-soldiers and their dependents are neither more 
nor less likely to need such help but when help is needed 
it is only right and proper that it should be available in the 
first instance through the Army's own benevolent organ
isation, which is described in the following paragraphs. 

It was in the early rnineteenth century that a number 
of Corps and Regiments first created charitable funds of 
their own, subscribed by themselves and by the inhabitants 
of the localities in which they recruited, to help those who 
had served in their ranks who were in need of assistance. 
This joint concept of self help, and help from the public, is 
still the basis upon which Army Benevolence operates, 
for the public cannot be expected to subscribe unless the 
Army makes a worthy response itself. Later on, at about 
the turn of the century, a number of national charities 
to serve Servicemen! and ex-servicemen! were established . 
Notable among these were SSAFA and the Forces Help 
Society. 

Despite this pioneer work no centra-lised system of 
Army benevolence existed until the end of the Second 
World War saw the establishment of the Army Ben
evolent Fund with capital provided by the Army's share 
of the rebate accumulated from Service canteens and clubs 
at home and overseas. The AB F's charter was, and still is, 
to give financial help to the charitable funds of the Corps 
and Regiments and also to other charities, such as those 
already mentioned, which serve the soldier, ex-soldier 
and his dependents. This injections of money was vital at 
the time, as the internal recources of the funds and charities 
concerned were quite inadequate by themselves to provide 
for the cases of need amongst the millions who had served 
in the two world wars and their dependents. 

To-day there are still about a million so!dier survivors 
of the two World Wars. Add to these those now serving 
and those who have served since 1945 and th:? total become: 
about five million, nearly a tenth of the population. Thank 
fully a very lar>Je percentage of these will never need help, 

but it is obvious that the load is very heavy one if real
istic support is to be given to those who do . 

Few would begrudge help being given to old soldiers, 
or their dependents, who need it; but it is only natural for 
the serving so;dier to think more about the present and 
recent past. It needs to be remembered that the soldier 
of today is the old soldier of tomorrow, and both are 
eligible for help from Army Benevolence whenever and 
for as long as it is needed- so too aEre their dependents. 
No genuine case has ever been Lturned away; but if this 
happy state of affairs is to cont inue the Army must give 
the lead - and be as generous as possib le - in prroviding the 
funds. One day perhaps those who contribute now may 
be grateful for their own "dividend" from Army Benevol
ence. 

Until 1960 the Army Benevolent Fund ate into its 
capital in order to fulfil its task. This could abviously 
not continue so an appeal organ isation was created with 
its sights set on raising £350,000 each year- £200,000 
from within the Army and the remainder from the public. 

From the beginning the appeal to the nation has 
concentrated on commerce and industry in a series of 
campaigns throughout the United Kingdom. In addition 
national fund raising enterprises, mainly in London, have 
been organised, such as Royal Variety shows, film prem
ieres and military musical pageants at Wembley Stadium. 
In all these the Fund has received enormous support in all 
forms from many individuals and inst itutions, including 
the Army itself. 

The Army set about its task of raising its quota with 
a will, the principal method being the introduction of the 
"Day's Pay Scheme" , launched in 1965. In this scheme 
everyone in the Army is asked voluntarily to give a day's 
pay a year to his own Corps or Regimental Association 
for benevolent purposes. The traditional generous nature 
of the British soldier is well illustrated by the fact that 
some £400,000 each year is available to Corps and Regi
ments from this source, of which something over 
£130,00 is passed on to the Army Benevolent Fund. Over 
all a high percentage of all ranks now contribute to Army 
Benevolence in this way, although some Regiments and 
Corps have responded better than others. If the response 
could be 100 per cent, it would go a very long way towards 
achieving the annual sum needed . 

The Army also raises money in other ways. Districts, 
Formations, Garri,ons and Army Schools are contributing 
directly to the Army Benevolent Fund the proceeds of 
Army Days, Displays, Tattoos, Retreats and other events 
which the public attend. This is a source that could perhaps 
be more profitable than it is. Tens of thousands of the 
general public are entertained each year by the Army at 
the various tatoos, shows etc. held throughout the country, 
often at no cost. They are enthralled by the skill and 
precision of what they see and are only too ready to show 
their appreciation in a practical way . The Army must not 
be slow in recognising and encouraging this willingness to 
give. In a number of notable cases this is already being 
achieved in magnificent fashion. Last year the Aldershot 
Military Display raised £1 0,000 for the Army Benevolent 
Fund, the Tidworth Tattoo £5,000 and £8 ,000 from the 
German public via the Berlin Tattoo. Units, although 
primarily concerned with raising money for their own 
Corps or Regimental Association, are also helping in the 
same way. Many of them have also implemented the Army 
Board's wish that 10 per cent of the profit from Gaming 
Machines should go to the Army Benevolent Fund. 

The appeal organisation is well and truly established . 
It has set Army benevolence on a sound long term footing . 
In combination, Corps and Regimental Associations and 
the Army Benevolent Fund now have the resources to 
enabl e them to make a reasonable response to the needs 
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of those serving, the ex-servicemen and their families in 
-times of difficulty . 

So far this art icle has dealt with the history of Army 
Benevolence and how t he funds are raised; but the primary 
purpose of Army Benevolence is to provide rel ief. In 
doing this the Army Benevolent Fund does not deal 
directly with individual cases. Its role as the Army's 
Central Char ity is t o support the benevolent work carried 
ou t by Corps and Regimental A ssociat ions, and by the 
national chari t ies which serve the Army, and to act as 
co-ord inator throughout the whol e fi eld of Army Benev
olence. There is no need to dwell upon the sums of money 
spent 6n the variou s fo rms of help provided, beyond t he 
poin t that last year this total led nearly £1 m i llion. It is 
however important t o draw attention to the very m any 
forms of help available to those who may need ir. 

The most obvious need is to mak e cash avail able when 
some personal disaster occurs. Th is is done in many cases 
for both serving sold iers and ex-so ldiers wherever they m ay 
be located . Each case is diff eren t and the story which 
follows is but one of very many. A corporal ans his f amily 
were vict ims of a f ire in their home very shortly af t er he 
had left t he Army_ A six-year old daughter died in the 
fl ames and t he corporal suffered severe burns and lung 
damage in h is rescue attempts. To help them in their tragic 
circumstances, the A rmy Benevolent Fund made an 
immediate grant of £550. There are all too many other 
tragic stories that could be told. 

Army Benevolence also gives vital direct support to 
the soldier, the ex-soldier and t heir dependents through 
the very large contr ibutions made on behalf of all Regi
ments and Corps to o ther charities whose function is to 
help servicemen and women. Two examples are Queen 
Ale xa ndra's Hospi ta l Home for Disabled Ex-Servicemen 
and the Royal Cambr idge Home fo r Soldiers' Widows. 
These and many other similar charities, including SSAFA 
and the Forces Help Society - some fifty in all - are 

' supported financially by t he Army Benevolent Fud so 
that they may conti nue their excellent work; but no 
assistance is given until the charity has been thoroughly 
invest igated to ensure that it is wo rthy of support and 
that the need for help ex ists . 

Nor are the problems of employment on discharge 
over looked. The Regular Forces Employment Association, 
which gives such a good service to those seeking a job on 
discharge, is also supported. 

The children of soldiers and ex -soldiers are a particular 
concern. Holidays are provided in special cases, and help 
is given with school bill s. The child ren of serving soldiers 
who are severely handicapped pose a part icular prob lem. 
Many local authorit ies provide admirable educational day 
centres to which such children would normally be sent. 
The soldier and his f amily however are often on th e move, 
and may be stationed in remote parts o f t he United King
dom, or abroad, where no such facilities exist . To meet 
the needs of these children t he Army Benevolent Fund 

has made a start by purchasing vacancies in an imaginative 
and expanding residential organisation called the Mcintyre 
Schools which is particularly well suited and staffed to 
care for all cases of sub normality in children . 

A further way in which Serving Soldiers are helped by 
the Army Benevolent Fund is by the provision of 
immediate grants to those discharged prematurely for 
compassionate or medical reasons, who are likely to be 
faced with difficulties for which they have had no time 
to make adequate preparations. 

In recent years, of course, cases arising from service 
in Nort hern Ireland have figu red very largely in the work 
of Army Benevolence. Financial help has been given to 
the families and dependents o f soldiers killed or discharged 
because of their wounds. Those soldiers so severely wound
ed that they have had to be discharged have been given 
substantial grants to enable them to m ake a fresh start in 
civili an life. Where compensation through the Courts has 
been aw aited, interest free loans have been made to prevent 
or alleviate hardship. 

Yet a further source of help provided by Army Ben
evolence is the Serving Soldier Loan Scheme under which 
interest free resettlement loans are made to serving soldiers 
on compassionate grounds during the last year of their 
service, to help them prepare for their return to civilian 
life. 

The foregoing is no more than a brief summary of all 
that Army Benevolence is able to do. Those who want to 
know more will find it set out in the Fund' s Annual 
Report and the yearly Information Leaflet , which are 
available in units. 

It can be seen that tremendous progress has been made 
in the whole tiekt of benevolent work in the Army, but 
there is still a long way to go if we are t o make the Army's 
standard second to none. Although a total of some 
£900,000 annualy is now availa_ble to the Army Benevo
lent Fund and Corps and Regimental A ssociations, working 
together, with which to provide relief, an annual target 
of £1 Y. million is necessary to meet the real needs of today_ 
There is st ill a large gap to be filled and the value of money 
is constant ly falling _ The Appeal to t he Nation for support 
will continue to be p ressed with the utmost vigour by the 
Army Benevolent Fund appeal-organisatio n. It is hped too 
th at the aim will be achieved of a 100% contribution to 
the Day' s Pay Scheme by all serving soldiers, and that the 
money raised from the public through Army activit ies will 
increase, desoite the heavy calls on the Army today. The 
target is clear enough; and is everyone concerned knows 
and understands the worthiness of the cau se and what is 
needed, the aim mu st surely be attainable. Happ ily no one 
knows wh at the future holds for him o r her ; but should 
m is fortune befall you your support for Army Benevolence 
and the Day ' s Pay Scheme is your assu rance th at help will 
very quickly be at hand, whenever it may be needed, and 
for however long. 

The Army Benevolent Fund 
January, 1975 

CAPETOWN HIGHLANDERS 

EDITORIAL 

1975 - from Hogmany to th e Homecoming afte r ca mp 
- has been as busy fo r us one wou ld expect for a l iving 
organisation. 

We congratulat e our RSM, WOI Br ian Feldman, on being 
awarded the John Ch ard Decoratio 'l (20 y ea rs' Undetected, 
etc.) , and also W02 Ll oyd Baxt er fo r t he John Chard Medal 
(12 years) . 

But may we in these pages send a special message of 
greetings and felicitations t o H.M. Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mot her on her birthday . It is many years now since 
she w as last in our mess, but, as you know so well, she does 
have an enduring endear ing presence. 

Byd and . 
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OFFICERS' MESS 

The morning after Hogmany, 1974, brought with it an 
awareness of Camp 1975. As these pages will indicate, De 
Brug camp has come and gone. Tempus fugit , that we al l 
know. Soon 1976 will be here, or so it seems. Thus let me 
pause for a moment to recount what has happened in these 
past months as it is indeed necessary to remember that 
much can happen in even a day . History is signposted with 
major occurrences that just "happened overnight" . 

New faces seen in the Mess are those of 2 / Lt D . Day, 
and C/O's P. Lochner, W. Steenkamp, R . Bisset and 
C. MacKenzie. Alas, S/Sgt Steenkamp is no more- he 
now towers over members of the Officers' Mess as they 
listen to his tabu lations. " Big Bo" is but an example. 

We congratulate the following on their promotions: to 
substantive rank, Major K . Rhodes; to Lieut., F . Echardt; 
on commission, M. Currie, R. von Hoesslin and W. Millar. 

A month after the CTH manned their posts while 
Parliament was being opened, we paraded to open the 
1975 Cape Town P€stival with a grand Freedom of the 
City march. This was a historic parade for another reason 
too -- it was the first time that the Cape Corps exercised 
their right together with the old " Big Four" units. We were 
afterwards hosts to the officers of our brother units,-and 
the Regiment was presented with five Cape Town Festival 
ties, subsequently awarded to Colonel Thomas, the CO, 
21C, Adj and Pipe-Major Norman Mouton. 

We also thank Cmdt L . Maartens, OC, Cape Corps, for 
his address to the Mess on the occasion of a guest night. He 
traced the history of his unit from long before CTH days, 
and commented too on his unit's future . 

The next big event was our 90th Birthday. We were very 
proud to have the Chief of the South African Defence 
Force, Admiral H . H. Bier man, S.S.A ., O.B.E., to propose 
the toast to the Regiment at our dinner. But this function 
is reported elsewhere. Suffice it to say that QM Mike 
Currie's sausages and warmed-up vegetables were much 
appreciated . 

At CTH Officers' Mess 90th Birthday Dinner (1 -r) Col. George Thomas, JCD, MC, Hon Col, C T H, Col Neil Hare, ED, 
Hon Col, C T R (Dukes), Adm H H Biermann, SSA, OBE , Cmdt J J Crouse, JCD, former OC, CFA. 
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One leg of table at formal mess (1 - r) Capt Marriner, Col Henry Kempen, OC, 71 Bde (obscured). Col Thomas,---, Cmdt 
O'Brien, Brig Helm Ross, Maj R Goveia, - - - , Maj R Forsyth, --- , Capt D Plane. 

Then came camp, where we were rejoined by Major Ron 
Forsyth, who was to be seconded to Brigade staff. Our 
junior officers were pleased to meet this oft-cited member 
from far-away Johannesburg ; I hope the feeling was mutual. 
In camp we were fortunate to have as attached personnel, 
C/0 P. Reid (Regimental Farrier) and C/0 A. "Basey" 
Bosenberg . 

A major event during the camp was a formal mess in the 
field, at which we entertained various military attaches, in
cluding Col. David Polley, O.B.E. We were fortunate in that 
Col. Thomas, J.C. D., M.C., was flown up for the dinner, to
gether with a contingent of officers and bandsmen. Yeah! 
for the Hon Col wearing a balmoral for the first time since 
1957. 

This dinner was for us, both a joyous and a sentimental 
occasion. Firstly, it was the first "mess in the field" since 
the days of the Western Desert. Secondly, it was the second 
ever time that our treasured Silver Highlanders had left the 
precincts of the Officers' Mess. The only other time was 
when we went off with the Regiment "on active service" 
under Col. Sam Sumner, M.C. , M.M., V.D. Looking after 
him in those bygone days was Sgt/Major Lyell Williams. 
This time the honour was given once again to the evergreen 
Major Lyell Williams, B.E.M., now Regimental QM and 
Mess Treasurer. 

Quotable quotes of camp include: Private MacMerwe, 
like a blank file , acting unpaid; "Happy Days are here again" 
when 2 / Lt Derek Day discovered his Coy Commander's jeep 
(when it was running, that is); C/ 0 Steenkamp ( 1.0.) being 
recommended for T.O., as he has a great nocturnal affinity 
for a Bedford 3-Tonner; 2/Lt Stan Jones (the Mango kid) 
whose boyhood ambition of being a traffic cop was obvious 
as he directed his sections in a defensive position; the 
suggestion to Lt. Lynton Farr that he send his greatcoat on 
a Louts-to-Loots course. 

And of course, there was Highlander Mielie Mouse, who 
features prominently on the regimental T -shirts designed 
and procu red by 2 / Lt Chris Walker. 

Since camp a contingent flew off to Grahamstown for a 
day - to wish First City (our oldest South African Highland 
unit) happy birthday and happy centenary . In the mess we 
bid a sad farewell to Lt. Lynton Farr, who has resigned 

owing to the pressures of the outside world . 
Yes, it has been six months of "change without change': 
And last - but most important - to our own "HM the 

QM", happy birthday and "slainte" 

B.A. A. 

No sooner had the Regiment settled in and started run· 
ning in top gear, that the Admin staff received orders to 
move out to the Bn Admin Area. And so-we arrived there 
that Wednesday afternoon to set up home for the second 
time, now with three other regiments, R.O.R. (our armour 
support), R .W.P. and R. Bol (infantry). As Major Goveia, 
our commander, was appointed to B Echelon commander, 
our Admin tent became the command post. The normal 
admin duties went like clockwork - paysheets, strength 
returns, etc., with which I shall not bore you. 

There is however one amusing incident I must mention. 
Our tents bordered a very dry dusty road which always 
seemed to be busiest at lunch time, resulting in a rather 
crunchy meal. The good major was not terribly impressed 
by this and decided to take action. Monday morning during 
clean-up period, we were set a-digging a speed trap, 12"x 9" 
depth, across the road, with the sand heaped neatly next to 
it. Need I report that our telephone just kept on ringing 
with complaints about our tank trap . The B. A.A. Com· 
mander himself made a personal call when his own land· 
rover got stuck in the "axle-breaker", and were ordered to 
remove the bump which was thought to be the main cause. 
Needless to say a recovery vehicle arrived later to find that 
the landrover had been moved out under 4-Highlander 
power. In any event the bump was duly removed by the 
fire-bucketful ; still the phone rang. And the next morning 
we heard curses from the other units during the 6 o'clock 
PT period . 

The moral of this story is that if you do want to kick 
up dust unnecessarily, don' t do it to the Highlanders! 

FOUND 

In the Bn Orderly Room, a note to : -

No. 71307540 S/Sgt Groucho Marx . 
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Re Angelic Harpo 

There is Groucho, with his prowling walk, like an amor
ous panther, hispainted black moustache, his spectacles, 
his expression of knowing inquiry, his insouciance and his 
string of wisecracks which lift reality to a higher power. 
Superman was a comic-strip character of the tjme, Groucho 
was Super Con-man . 

(S/Sgt Dave Miller tells me the number is wrong. - Ed.) 

"B" COMPANY 

Two event occupied "B" Coy prior to camp - the Open
ing of Parliament and the Cape Town Festival Freedom of 
the City parades. The company was fully represented and 
acquitted itself well. 

Part-time soldiers look forward to camp, as it is here 
that all theory is tested, problems solved, and invaluable 
experience gained. S0'1t proved at De Wet 3. With one 
exception all "B" Coy's officers attended the Leader Group 
Training Course, which was held one week prior to the 
arrival of the Regiment. The value of this course was amply 
demonstrated throughout the duration of the camp. 

Mention must be made here of the sterling efforts of 
CSM Bobby de Reuck and Sgts Gildenhuys, Smith and 
de Cruz, in moulding and building a fine company spirit. 
The fact that "B" Coy won the Drill Competition reflects 
well on the NCO's of the company. No record of this camp 
would be complete without a special mention of Sgt Hansen 
and Cpls Baguley and Morris for their dedication and hard 
work . Our A and 0 functions never failed and the company 
was fortunate indeed to have these chaps. 

Lt Rod Prodgers, Coy 21C, learnt some valuable lessons, 
and on occasions heard those dreaded words "21C carry on': 
2/Lt Chris Walker, PI Cmdr, 4 Pit, rode a tight rein on his 
"tough" bunch and is ti;Je new Patrol King. 2/Lt Eric Nav
ratil , 5 Pit, "scar face", awed his men with a terrifying 
display of unarmed combat. As for C/ 0 Paul Lochner, 6 Pit, 
his map-reading and sense of direction faltered only en 
route to his tent after the company braai. 

However, the main feature was that on several occasions 
when the going got tough, " B" Coy responded with tremen
dous spirit and one always felt that we could -always go on 
for that extra bit. It was a privilege to cammand "B" Com
pany during this camp. 

Capt A. M. Marriner. 

"C" COMPANY 

With camp in the offing, it appeared that the company 
was very short of NCO' s who were in fact going to camp, 
because of transfers out, general reshuffling etc. Driven to 
its own resources, the company (as could be expected) came 
up trumps, and three platoon sergeants with brand new 
stripes on their arms took over Nos. 7, 8 and 9 platoon. Our 
command structure at camp was as follows: 

Coy Cmdr 
21C 
PI Cmdrs 

CSM 
CQMS 
Coy Clerks 

Capt M . L. Weinstein 
Lt I . Plane 
2 / Lts, S. Jones, R. von Hoesslin, 

P. Anderton 
W02 J. Day 
Cpl L. Strauss 
Cpls van der Mewe and Gilpin 

As a number of these (especially Cpls van der Merwe 
and Strauss) had to take up their jobs at very short notice, 
it is f air t o say that the highly efficient (and uncomplaining) 
way in which they acquitted themselves was indeed on of 
the pleasant surprises of camp. 

Of the Camp itself: 
Bloemfontein in June in a tented camp is never the most 

pleasant prospect, and we were faced with an extremely 

tight programme, covering all the phases of conventional 
warfare and weapons that certain personnel had never seen 
before. We are pleased to report that mprale was excellent, 
that the night patrol lings, night attacks, and other night 
exercises after a full day's work, day after day, met with a 
positive response, and that no discipline problems ever 
manifested themselves. The "new look" "C" Company 
started off by winning their Saturday inspection, by coming 
second in the drill competition by one point to "B" Com
pany, and by having Sgt Dave O'Connor, who drilled the 
Drill Platoon, rated as the best Drill Sergeant. 

As far as musketry was concerned, many of the company 
qualified for shooting badges, and of the team of eight sel
ected to contest the inter-unit Gold Cup for the Regiment, 
six were from "C" Coyt With this kind of t alent it is quite 
conceivable that we can break the monopoly that" HQ" 
Coy has held for several years on the inter-company Currie 
Cup shooting, and steps will very definately be taken in this 
direction . 

What of the future? 

We are now back in our headquarters and the re-organis
ation which started in camp has been confirmed. Thus it is 
likely that "C" Company will retain its present format with 
the addition of those who were unable to attend camp with 
us, or to hold their posts in camp_ In this sense, the biggest 
achievement of the camp was the spirit and morale which 
will keep the team working happily together, and building 
up for next year's brigade exercise. 

Capt M. L. Weinstein. 

C.T. H. REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
LADIES COMMITTEE 

During the early months of 1975 the Ladies Committee 
was very busy indeed. A full programme of fund-raising 
ideas was embarked upon, and I am happy to report with 
considerable success. We also welcomed a number of new 
ladies to the committee and hope to continue to do so. 

(Och aye! Let us laddies beware - Ed.) 
Our effort with the selling of Hogmany hats brought us 

a profit of R95. Instead of a cake sale we decided to raffle 
a half-sheep this time, bringing in R108. Our rummage sale 
at Guguletu was an experience not to be forgotten but we 
did sell everything and made R115. 

The Lad ies decided to have a Home-coming Dance for 
the Officers and Sergeants, which was held in the MOTH 
Hall, Southfield. This was a great success and brought in a 
grand profit of R55. 

We have also had three new babies among the ladies 
Mrs. Plane, Mrs. Ashlin and Mrs. Haylett. (That's right 
take all the credit - Ed.) 

We end off this half-year with great enthusiasm as we 
feel we are nearing our goal of the outfitting of the Lecture 
Room. 

(I must add a word of thanks to the outgoing secretary, 
Addy Feldman (Mrs RSM), and a word of good luck to 
Rea Echardt.- Ed .) . 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

PMC Major K . J. Rhodes 
RSM WOI B. P. Feldman, J.C.D. 

A new face at the AGM in February was that of Sgt 
Stewart, while Sgt T . McQueen was nominated senior 
sergeant. At the March meeting we congratulated WOII 
Barrie-Smith on hi~ promotion, and welcomed Sgts Gie, 
O'Connor, Gladwell and Williams. Major Lyell Williams was 
also "promoted" and made a Life Member of our Mess, at 
which announcement he was suitably speechless. 
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In April we afforded special welcome to the new Pipe
Major, Norman Mouton, who is showing the same initiative 
and capab le directions now in his band as no doubt he did 
in earning his chestful of gongs. We congratulate S/Sgt 
Hamer-Garbett on his promotion, and even admit that the 
officers beat us at crick.et. 

May brought with it, after the Birthday Dinner, the 
arriva l of Sgt Betteridge. And theh there came June, and 
camp. Many sergeants attended the Leader Group course 
prior to the camp, and we welcomed the new faces of Sgts 
Brooke, Manson, Noll , Rix, and Smuts. Promotions were 
those of Sgt Koen to S/Sgt, S/Sgt Garbett to marital status, 
and the dubious one of Sgt Dunn to something in the 
permanent Navy. 

And so, I report, we are still alive and kicking, while 
time's wheel keeps turning. 

ORDEAL Y ROOM/COMMAND POST 

Adjutant 
Asst /Adjutant 
Asst/ Adjutant (in camp) 
Chief Clerk 
Clerks 

Capt J. D. Willi amson 
2/Lt D. J. Mitchell 
2/Lt B. M . Ashlin 
S/Sgt D . Miller 
Cpl N. van Rensburg 
Cpl C. Bolus 

and various other experts too numerous to mention. 
We have been to camp. We folded ourselves and our 

goodies into trammels (Boxes Soldier Steel), put ourselves 
in the hands of the mighty Entraining Officer and . . . look 
we are in Camp; for surely this red dust, this great cold, can 
ONLY be ... yes, it is, Camp! 

0! what jolly, jolly, fun to go to camp. 
We fall out of the train rn the middle of nowhere, we 

greet the other members of the Advance Party and Leader 
Group who have been testing the area for us. 

We collar a vehicle, leap on with our Roneo machine, 
our typewriter, our trammels (Boxes Soldier Steel) , the 
Adjutant's portable suitcase and valises, our experts and 
ourselves and before anyone can change our minds, we 
move. 

"Camp" is a tent roughly thrown on the ground under 
a bush with a jumble of poles and wire and pegs and things. 
We unrap it and unravel it and soon we are typing orders 
and Training programmes and producing precis and com
pil ing nominal rolls. And we have comms by wire and air. 
0! the Army is an amazing thing. 

After days and several nights spent wallowing in Admin 
we eventually set up a Mobile Ops Room which we play 
with happily, testing the I.O's amazing night navigation, 
utterly ruined by some troops who stopped us and told us 
where we were which was not where we were!! 

Then we sent off 2/Lt Ashlin (Assistant Adjutant in 
Camp) under the wing of Major Goveia with Cpls van 
Rensburg, Bolus and L/Cpl Braamse and 2/Lt Currie (the 
Q.M.) to B Echelon . There they lived in sumptuous luxury 
with (so we hear) carpets, lights, Bully beef, baked beans 
and PT at 0530. 

Back in camp we had lots of fun playing with radios of 
various types and states of condition supplied by that 
wizard of the light bulb, Staff-Sgt Koen (also of Southern 
Comfort fame) . Our comms. were fantastic - all over, up; 
down; sideways; and far away, very very far away too!!! 

We had a really tremendous team in the Order ly Room. 
We had stationery to cater for everything - we had the 
most amazing filing system. It worked like this : if there 
was a document too " hot" to deal with right now, some
thing that should be allowed to mature, all you had to do 
was put it on the Chief Clerk's desk and, hey presto! it is 
filed - but in such a canny way that no amount of 
searching, sweari ng and commotion will ever find it - you 
can put on a b ig show trying to find it but you never will 

- then when the problem has solved itself, as all problems 
do, if left alone, the document is suddenly "found". 
Brilliant. 

We were blessed with many experts, expert in a great 
variety of ways. There was one expert who got so carried 
away with his forte that he had to be restrained and held 
down - such was the joy of printing all those training 
programmes. 

We had other experts too -- there was an expert who 
could make ash trays out of beer cans; post box out of 
packing cases- too wonderful to behold, his genius. 

Then one day when it was colder than usual, we leaped 
into our Stereophonic truck and led hundreds of troops in 
trucks over the horizon beating"off strange armoured car 
types as they tried to dissuade us from our true destination. 
Led on and on, led by a brown-clad fairy godmother on the 
magical motor-bike (the stout Col Stolz, saviour of us all) 
and on and on and dug holes in the ground until Helm (Brig 
Helm Ross, OC, 7 Div) looked at us over his camouflaged 
colla r and ou r spirits quaked - we were evaluated!!!! 

Finally we paid our fighting citizenry their rightful due, 
minus a little bit for the Kilt Fund, and this and that, and 
returned home. 

HIRE YOUR SELF DRIVE CAR FROM 

Douglas 
Autohires 

(SELF-DRIVE) 

Latest Models 

ESCORT ESTATE CARS 
CORTINA & ESCORT CARS 

TRANSIT VANS 

Moderate Terms 

113 Constitution Street 
ABERDEEN, AB2 1ET Phone 50743 
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J. & w. 

GEORGESON 
. Need a plumber 
or an electrician? 

LTD. 

Motor Body, Panel and 
Wing Repairers 

for prompt action on 
domestic and commercial 
installation and repairs 

Car Upholstery 
Acetylene Welding 
Cellulose Spraying 

ABERDEEN: 53·67 Whitehall Road. 
Aberdeen 20206 

and Under-Sealing INVERNESS: 7 Friars Place. 
Inverness 32441 

BALMORAL MOTOR BODY WORK S ELGIN: 285 High Street. Elgin 7444 

80 BROOMHILL ROAD, 
ABERDEEN 

Tel. 29241 Est. 1896 

SALES:-

John Milne 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS- VALVA TORS 

Established 1867 

9 NORTH SILVER ST., ABERDEEN, AB1 1RJ 

Conducted in t he Sa loons every week. Special Sa les of Antiques, Si lver, Pictures and 
items of special interest. Sales also held at the Owners Premises. Detailed advert isements 
appear each week in the local press (Friday "Evening Express" and Saturday "Press & 
Journal"). 

VALUATIONS:-
( For Transfer - "wi lli ng buyer and se ller" ). Estate Duty and 
Insurance. For the latter , many out of date Valuations have been 
revised to adjust the present day values of Antiques. 

INVENTORIES:
Prepared for furnished let. 

Full particulars on application- Telephone Aberdeen 50336/7 



A. DUNLOP 
(Props.: R. & A. MAIN) 
Watchmaker & Jeweller 

SPORTS TROPHIES 
SUPPLIED and ENGRAVED 
SKEAN DHUS-DIRKS 
GOLD or SILVER 
BROOCHES 

ROAMER-CITIZEN 
BULOVA-INGERSOLL 
WATCHES 

7 5 HIGH STREET 
NAIRN 

Tel. NAIRN 3336 

MACE 
WHOLESALERS 

for the 

NORTH-EAST OF SCOTLAND 

A. R. GRAY 
LIMITED 

P.O. Box No. 33, BROADFOLD ROAD. 

BRIDGE OF DON, ABERDEEN 
AB9 8BS 

Telephone 
703111 (5 lines) . 

Telegrams. 
"Gray. Aberdeen" 

William Wilson 
-another way of 

say1ng 
'the complete home' 
Here, at William Wilson , we have the 

fitt ings to make your home the complete 
home, from lighting and kitchen equ ipment 
to domestic appliances and modern central 
heating systems. 

We will be glad to d iscuss any problems 
you may have and solve them with our 
expert knowledge. . 

Then simply make your cho1ce and we 
will give you fast , efficient supply through 
your usual tradesmen. 

'~~WILLIAM WILSON & CO 
• -...~ (A BE RO EEN ) LTO. 

~· 505 GREAT WESTERN ROAD. 
ABERDEEN AB9 2QF. 
Telephone 38641. 

Also at: 
Pinefield Industrial Estate, Elgin ; 
Henderson Road , Inverness; 
Lindsay Street, Arbroath. 

By APPOintment 
to H .M. THE QUEEN 

Purveyors of 
Provis 1ons 

By Appointment 
to H .M . QUEEN ELIZABETH 

THE QUEEN MOTHER 
Provision Merchants 

CHIVAS BROTHERS L TO. 
Estab l ished in the year 1801 as Grocers , 
Wine and Spirit Merchants of the highest 

order of excellence. 
FINE WINES . CHOICE CHEESES 

DELICATESSEN 

CHIVAS RESTAURANT 
AND 

CHIVAS REGAL LOUNGE 
LUNCHEON 12 noon · 2.30 p.m. 
DINNER 6 p m. · 9.45 p.m. 

FOR RESERVATIONS TELEPHONE 53135 

CHIVAS BROS. LTD. 
387/389 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 

Telephone 53361 

Published by Northern Publishers (Aberdeen) Ltd., 11 Albyn Terrace, Aberdeen. 
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Holt's-the bank 
that's flexible enough to 
take care of the special 
needs of the Services 

Being a serviceman brings you unusual banking problems. Problems to 
which only a specialised bank like Holt's has the answers. Holt's has 
been dealing with the financial affairs of servicemen since 18og and 
can offer you special banking facilities throughout your career and 
afterwards. Facilities that are open to you wherever you are posted. 

Special services for special people 
As a Holt's customer you can cash a cheque at any 

branch of Williams & Glyn's; or Lloyds, on produc
tion of your Identity Card, and a Bank C heque Card 
gives you the freedom of 13,000 banks in the U.K. 

Getting money abroad 
Holt's can ei ther instruct a 

local bank to cash your cheques 
or, if you prefer, we can transfer 
money regularly to a local bank 
account which we will open for 
you. So wherever you travel you 

can obtain money j ust as easi ly as if you were at home. 
We can, of course, provide full Foreign Exchange 
Services at K irkland House. 

Savings and investments 
Holt's Managers are experts on the special savings 

problems of servicemen. They would be pleased to 
work out a savings plan for you. 
Apart from the normal investment 
advice most banks offer, Holt's 
can also provide faci lities to look 
after your investments while you 
are abroad. 

Insurance 
Every serviceman needs insurance for his famifj ; 

himself and his effects. Holt's has a special service to \· 
give expert advice on all insurance risks. 

Retirement and resettlement 
Holt's will help yo~ make 

the right decisions and get 
the most fro m your gratuity 
or terminal grant. We will 
advise you on such matters as 
commutation of pensions, house 
purchase and lump sum investment. 

FarnboroughinFebruary 
From February you'll a lso be able to bank 

at the new Farnborough branch ofHolr's -- a 
bank that's as modern as the services it offers. 

So if you want a bank that understands 
you- and your way oflife - get in touch with 
Holt's. 

HOLT'S 
The Services branch of Williams & Glyn's Bank 
Kirkland House, Whitehall, London SW1A 2EB. 

Tel: 01 -930 1701 

and from February, 1976 at Lawrie House, 
31-37 Victoria Road, Farnborough. 

WIWAMS I GlYNl BANK liMmB a 
The most flexible of the big five banks 
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