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A 
favoured 

whisky 

CATTO~S 
GOLD LABEL 

SCOTCH WHISKY 
JAMES CATTO & COMPANY LTD 
DISTILLERS - ABERDEEN - SCOTLAND 

* Gr a n d 
p e op l e 

to dea l with 

PARKINSON 
HEATING 

AIR CONDITIONING 
AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

J. T. L. PARKINSO N LTD., ABERDEEN - ELGIN 
P RA S ERB U R G H A N D IN V JI: R N ESS 

For over three-quarters of a 
century .. . 

. . . t he name of Collie's of Aberdeen 
has been synonymous with all t hat is 
best in quality foods and wines. 

PROVISION & W INE MERCHANTS 
269 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 
Branches at C U L T S & B A L LA T E R 

I 
By 

appoint ment 
to H.M. Queen 
Elizabeth The 
Queen Mo ther 

Groce rs 

By 
appointment 

to H.M. 
T he Queen 

Grocers 

A&J.SMITH 
~5W15S ;;.. 

WATERPROOF SLIM CASE 
STAINLESS STEEL 

SHOCKPROOF 

[ 12. lo £15 

MAI L ORDfRS 
ACCEPTED 

ArrJ. SMITH 
( JEWELLERS )rP 

FOU N DED 1863 

191 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 



Finest 
Single 
Whiskies 

PROOF 

Glen Grant-Glenlivet . . . so· & 1o· 
The Glenlivet so· & 1o· 
Highland Park (Orkney) so· 
Laphroaig (Islay) so· 
Macallan-Glenlivet so· 
Talisker (Isle of Skye) so· 
Tamdhu so· 
Tomatin 70° 

Longmorn 70° 

All the above are pure malt whiskies. 

Also Cadenhead's Putachieside De Luxe 75 • 

Bonded and Bottled by: 

WILLIAM 
CADENHEAD 
Wholesale Wine and Spirit 
Merchants 

47, NETHERKIRKGATE, 

ABERDEEN 

Est. 1842 

JaJU.es 
Farqhuarson 

* 
Turf Commission Agent 

* 
22 BRIDGE STREET 

ABERDEEN 

Phone 29299 

NO·RTHERN 
CO-OP. SOCIETY LTD. 

BUTCHERY DEPT. 

For 
MEAT that is tender, succulent 

and sweet. Meat that is 
good for you. 

* SAUSAGES AND COOKED MEATS 
A SPECIALITY 

* THE BEST IN BEEF 
COMES FROM THE GORDON COUNTR Y 

GET YOURS today and every day 
AT THE NORTHERN CO-OP 

2/ 3 Dividend on all purchases 2/ 3 
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Asked for by 
GORDON 

HIGHLANDERS 
(in common with other men 

who appreciate quality) 

BLACK 
BOTTLE 
WHISKY 

- produced for the 
"particular" palate 

GORDON GRAHAM & CO. LTD. 

31 MARKET STREET, ABERDEEN 

Outfitters 
for 
Gentlemen 

W. J. MILNE 
Tweed Hats and Caps 

W. J. MILNE LIMITED 
249-251 UNION STREET 

ABERDEEN 
Established+' Gallowses '+ Telephone 

1904 23950 

NORTHERN 
Co-operative Society 

LTD. 

SHOE DEPT. 
IE 

" Cock o' the North " 
FOR FOOTWEAR 
of every description by leading makers 

WORK BOOTS, DRESS SHOES, SCHOOL 
SHOES, SANDALS & CASUALS for playtime 

· HIGHLAND DANClNG PUMPS 

ALL KINDS OF SPORTS FOOTWEAR 

COMFORT, QUALITY & VALUE ASSURED 

IE 

FIRST CLASS REP AIR SERVICE 

LOCH STREET, ABERDEEN 
AND BRANCHES 

You cannot 
do better for 

CLEANING 
DYEING OR 
LAUNDERING 

than send to 

STEVENSONS 
Seaforth Rd. 
ABERDEEN 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY SERVICE 

S H 0 P S THROUGHOUT ABERDEEN, 
FRASERBURGH, PETERHEAD & BANFF 



LUMSDEN & GIBSON 
ITALIAN WAREHOUSEMEN 
AND WINE MER CHANTS 

* 
TEAS, GROCER IES & PROVISIONS 

of Finest Quality 

* 
ORDERS DELIVER ED BY VAN 

IN ABERDEEN AND DISTRICT 

* 
349 UNION STREET 

ABERDEEN 
Telephone 22361 (2 lines) 

Telegrams "Providers, ·A~rdeen " 

For Your 

Requirements 

in IRONMO·NGERY 

* 
JAMES MUTCH 

Ltd. 
105 KING STREET

ABERDEEN 
Corner of Mealmarket Street Phone 27755 

NORTHERN 
Co-operative Society 

LIMITED 

HOUSE FURNISHING 
DEPARTMENT. 

71-75 Gallowgate 
+ 

If you are thinking about FURNITURE 
or CARPETS do remember to call and 

see us. 
We have a delightful range of Dining Room 
Suites, Bedroom Suites, Bed/settee Suites, 
Chesterfield Suites and our display of Carpets 
has to be ~een to be believed and all from the 

leading manufacturers in the country. 

+ 
Don't forget - Dividend is paid on all 
purchases and Hire Purchase terms are 

available 

A.R. GRAY Ltd. 
Flour and Produce Importers 

Bakers' Sundriesrnen 

Wholesale Food Distributors 

Agents for: 

A. & R. TOD LTD. 
CALEDON IA FLOU R MILLS, LEITH 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND 
Telephone: 2 4 3 3 6 (3 lines) 

Telegrams: "GRAY," ABERDEEN 
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Northern Co-operative 
Society Limited 

DRAPERY DEPARTMENT 
LOCH STREET AND BRANCHES 

ABERDEEN 

EXCLUSIVE 
KNITWEAR 

* 

SLIPOVERS, PULLOVERS 
AND CARDIGANS by 
WELL-KNOWN MAKERS 
AT KEENEST PRICES 

* Comprehensive Range of 
THE LA TEST IN MEN'S WEAR 

always in stock 

ROBERT BANNERMAN 
& SON 

BUTCHERS AND 
POULTERERS 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 

* 
All Orders promptly attended to 

Our Speciality is COOKED MEATS 

* 
164 King Street and 
57 Elmbank Terrace 

Aberdeen 
PHONE 26628 

Established 1865 

Telephone No. 27326 (3 lines) 

JAMES WILSON 
& SON CAbdn.J LTD. 

GRAIN, POTATO AND 

FEEDING STUFFS MERCHANTS 

15 JOHN STREET 
ABERDEEN 

and 

KINELLAR GRANARY 
and L/LYBANK WAREHOUSE 

BALGOWNIE DAIRY 
BAKERY & GROCERY DEPTS. 

572-578 G EORGE STREET, ABERDEEN 

BALGOWNIE MILK - We have the latest 
pasteurising plant which makes our milk pure, 
safe, rich and clean. Certified, T .T. & Jersey Milk 
from selected farms. Deliveries daily to your door 

BAKERY DEPT. makes only the best Loaves, 
Rolls, Cakes, Tea-Bread, Bridescakes and Birth
day Cakes. All ingredients used are the best 

available. Six Branch Shops in the City. 

TEA-ROOMS & RESTAURANTS at 
52a King Street, 150 George Street, 24 Schoolhill 

DAIRY UTENSIL DEPT. SHEET METAL 
WORKS can supply the latest and best equip
ment for the handling of milk from the cow to 
the customer as well as undertaking all types of 

Sheet Metal Work. 

GARAGE & ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
28 FRASER ROAD 

Proprietors : GEORGE MAITLAND & SON Ltd. 



For HIGH-CLASS 

GROCERIES 
PROVISIONS 

FRUIT & 
CONFECTIONS 

THE CO-OP 
OFFERS THE 

BEST VALUE 

AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 

* 41 GROCERY BRANCHES 
ffl TOWN AND COUNTRY 

5 TRAVELLING SHOPS 

J. & W. HENDERSON 
LTD. 

BUILDING TRADES' 
MERCHANTS 

Upper Quay, Aberdeen 
+ 

Branch Offices at 

LONDON EDIN BURGH GLASGOW 
DUNDEE D UNFERMLINE 

INVERNESS and ELGIN 

+ 

Depots throughout Scotland 

+ 

Paving Works at 
BUCKSBU RN ABERDEEN 

W. SMITH & SON LTD. 
Seedsmen and N urserymen 

ABERDEEN 
1±1 

EVERYTHING FOR THE GARDEN 

Vegetable and Flower Seeds 
British and Dutch Bulbs 

Lawn Grass Seed a Speciality 
Trees, Shrubs, Fruit Trees and Bushes 
Roses, Rhododendrons, Herbaceous, 

Greenhouse Plants, etc. 

GARDEN TOOLS of every description 

1±1 
Seed W arehouses: 18 M A R KET STREET 

T elephone : 25322 
Nurseries : H AZLEHEAD T elephone : 35166 

T elegraphic Address: " Smithson, Aberdeen" 

Established 1842 

~-;::::::==A. & J. SCOTT-
KILTMAKERS, TAILORS & OUTFITTERS 

+ The Complete Highland Outfitters + 

* KILTS made in our own workrooms. 
Make your choice from over 400 tartans. 
All accessories in stock. 

* SKIRTS in Ta rtan and Tweed. Kilt style, 
79/6. 

* KNITWEAR in Botany, Lambswool, 
Angora and Cashmere. 

* JACKETS in suede and suedette, t or t 
length, lined or unlined. 

* MATERIALS - Tartan and Tweed, 32/6 
to 45/- yd. 

Our Scottish Gift Department 
is well worth a visit 

* 
29 GEORGE ST., ABERDEEN 

Phone 23230 
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McLEAN 
PLUMBERS 

HEATING & ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

For all types of GAS and OIL BURNING 
INSTALLATIONS, including MODERN 
SMALL BORE HEATING SYSTEMS 

OFFICE PHONE : 

20833 

HOUSE 
PHONES : 

47756 { 53803 

39-43 SUMMER STREET 
ABERDEEN 

BY APPOI NT ME NT 

TO THE LATE KING GEORGE VI 

BISCUIT MANUFACTURERS 

QUA LIT Y 
BA KERS 
SI NC E 

1 8 2 4 

MililullcJ~ . . ...... 
·a ·ca.:c.¥.**#''' 

SCHOO L HILL, ABERDEE N & B R ANCH ES 

Sales Service 

Distributors for- OLDHAM BATTERIES. 
Agents for- AUSTIN, JAGUAR & VAUXHALL 

CARS. BEDFORD TRU CKS. 

Any make supplied. 
Engine Tuning A 

Speciality. 

24-bour Garage and 
Petrol, Autodiesel & 
Breakdown Services 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR FREE 
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE. 

JAMES G. MUTCH 
(MOTORS) LIMITED 
MOTOR & ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

366 King Street : Seaforth Road 
ABERDEEN 

FOR CHURCH, HALL OR YOUR HOME 

electronic 
[I) ~(ff!l ~ ~1 

by the best makers 

BIRD 
BURGE 

COMPTON 
HAMMOND 
LOWREY 
MILLER 
SELMER 

All available on hire purchase 

__..-~- .....J---------------- - --, 
I To C. BRUCE MILLER & CO., LTD., 51-53 GEORGE ST., 1 
I ABERDEEN J 
1 • Please send me by ret urn ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE ON 
I ELECTRO NIC ORGANS I 

1
1 ~~~~Es·s : : :: ::: : : :: ::::::: :: :::: :: : : ::.::: : :::: :: : ::::: :::: : : : :: : ::: ::::::::: 1 
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1st Battalion in Zanz ibar-Cordon and search of a village 
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EDITORIAL 
Many Gordon Highlanders will already know that The Colonel of the 

R egiment was taken ill whilst on a visit to the l st Battalion in Kenya. He has 
spent some weeks in hospital and only recently had to return there with an attack 
of pneumonia. On behalf of all our readers we send him best wishes for his 
recovery. 

HEADQUARTER COLUMN 

. . OCCASION, CHANCE AND CHANGE? . . 

Sitting here wracking our tiny tribal mind for news 
with which to beguile you, we were unaccountably 
reminded by something of the anecdote, possibly 
aprocryphal. about the Distinguished Soldier reading 
the Lesson in his Parish Church . . . "And the 
Lord said unto Moses - and in my opinion quite 
rightly- get thee up . . .··etc. 

ot new to you. of course. But as we desisted 
temporarily from the excavation of mass graves in 
the Headquarters grounds and paused in our prepar
ation of Museum show cases to receive current items 
of Regimental Uniform, it seemed to us t~at there 
might be some connection. Don·t ask us w1th what. 
All we are doing at this stage is awaiting the report of 
the Working Committee set up to find out. After 
promulgation of our decision you will be fu lly con
sulted. We dare say. 

In the interval its no good writing to us. Jeannie 
MacPhai rson is hardly ever off the telephone and, as 
was evi ll y intended by Higher Authority. neither of 
us knows what we are talking about. We a re sorry 
to say. however, that her comments, unlike recent 
" Answers " to Questions in the House. are anything 
but cloaked " in the decent obscurity of a learned 
language." (Quotation wrongly attr. to '57 Gibbon. 
E.: 'A ' Coy: Discharged dead. 1794). See what we 
mean?- No? Well. see what Mr. Profumo means? 
No? Well. there you are. you see. 

. . VULGAR WORKS OF MAN . 

Meantime. manfully and womanfully the little 
victims continue to carry on for all the world as 
though Alamein had only happened and not, addition
ally, been created. 

As was indicated in correspondence unconnected 
with this Column there arose an ever-increasing need 
for a turn-round at the front and a car park at the 
back of Headquarters. 

An early approach for assistance in this matter 
was made to Old Mother W.D., but this unfortunately 
aga in coincided with one of her recurrent attacks of 
Vote Trouble. "Gone straight to me sac, it has," she 
explained through , appropriat~l y eno~gh. !Jer. Works 
Organization spokesman. While the 1mphcatt_ons ~f 
the common continental or market nuance m th1s 
announcement were not lost upon us, we did not feel 
competent to commiserate with her on so severe a 
stricture and were obliged to withdraw empty-handed. 

Appalled. however. at the prospect of some forty 
foot Civic Daimler inextricably wedged between the 
grass verge and our porch, and filled with starlings 

and abandoned cockit hats. we were forced to suspend 
normally more important military duties- such as 
waiting for replies to signals to the l st Battalion
and to construct a "Do-It-Yourself " turning recess 
at the west end of the front lawn. 

Whether this falls within the category of Store
keeping or of Caretaking. the Whitley Council is now 
in permanent special session to decide. Whatever the 
outcome of their deliberations, the result of Mr. 
Willie Gordon's labours is a tastefully buttressed 
embrasure into which any Advanced Motorist can 
reverse with comparatively little difficulty. It also 
came in useful as a pen for the Military Band on the 
occasion of the State Opening on the lst of June. 

Thanks also to the very able assistance of 117 High
land F ield Engineer Regiment, Royal Engineers. half 
the fountain lawn has now been replaced by a very 
workmanlike granite chip parking lot. Unattractive 
as this sounds, it is certainly not so in appearance. 
We a re much indebted to the Engineers for their 
competen t and rapid handling of the prob!em. ~nd 
even should it transp1re that the surface IS not Im
pervious to stiletto heels. we are confident that they 
will be able to provide the necessary tackle for 
salvaging Provosts Ladies and Ladies Provost who 
may become embedded in the sub-soi l. 

Under this heading also comes the Walled Garden. 
Readers will recall that the Command Secretariat are 
seized with recurrent ambitions to let this out to 
some rather old-fashioned Contractor for the cultiv
ation of puff-balls to make gas f~r Zeppelins. Despi~e 
this threat. however, we have ulttmately succeeded m 
levelling and sowing it down in grass and who knows 
but that the momentary melting of the July snows 
may not reveal the first coy beginnings of a lawn. 

. . DAISIES IN THE GRASS . . 

A thinker of our acquaintance recalled for us 
recently some lines, with which you and all other 
students of G. Linnaeus Banks are, of course, only 
too familiar : 

"For the cause that lacks assistance, 
For the wrong that needs resistance, 
For the future in the distance, 
And the good that I can do. " 

This, he reminded us, was. the School H ymn of 
the Treasury sung by all. stand1ng. before every meet
ing to examine the Annual Est!mates. He asked us 
if it were the case that the first hoe was to be adopted 
as the motto of the Command Secretariat, o r possibly, 
the Works Organisation ? 

We said we did not know. 
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Despite what you and Jeannie MacPhai rson may 
think. however, it has been demonst rated to us on 
many an occasion. since the comparatively recent 
birth of the Headquarters. that a ll in the Wa r Depart
ment who are financially concerned w ith our 
well-being are deeply inspired by the sentiments 
expressed in this Anthem. 

Jt was fo r instance with very real and genu ine 
regret that the Establ ishments Committee were 
recently obliged to reject. on financial grounds. a 
case for the addition to the H eadquarters Sta ff of a 
man to mainta in the policies of this otherw ise 
digni fied War Department Estate. Because, never
theless, the recognised need remained, they di rected 
that such a man be provided by the Works 
Organisation, i( necessa ry by means of an addition 
to rhar Establishment. 

After onl y a few weeks the Command Secretaria t 
had issued instructions to the Officer in cha rge of 
Barracks to produce the assistance. It cannot be said 
to be anyone's fault that the individua l ultima tely 
ordered to report suffered from vertigo to such a 
degree tha t any stooping movement resulted in his 
rema ining bowed but rigid. feet and forehead on the 
ground and somewhat resembling a human croquet 
hoop. until retrieved and stra ightened. As we a re 
informed tha t he was the only available employee of 
the Barrack Office or, for that matter, of the Works 
Organi ation in the whole United Kingdom, it says 
much for the thoroughness of the research that 
resulted in his selection. 

. . ALL IN THE MUSEUM 

Since, i( certain pundits a re to be believed, you 
dear Regimental Readers may shortly be joi ning us 
in the queue for a persona l place in the H a ll of 
Antiqu ities, those of you who were not present may 
like to know that the recent Official Opening of the 
Headquarters and Museum passed off successfully. 

There were. we a re glad to say. none of the dis
orderly scenes apparently to be expected a t any 
ga thering such as this or. fo r instance, the Genera l 
Assembly, in these remote areas. 

Approxima tely two hundred and fifty guests, 
including some from neighbouring tribes. behaved 
with such dignity and decorum that it was only at 
closing time that a very retired officer was found 
pinned through the foot to our expensive new floo r 
by a broadsword inadvertently dislodged from the 
wal l. 

As you may read elsewhere there have been a 
number of additions to the Museum since the Journa l 
last graced your ga rters. including a lolly wrapper 
f rom Master G inger McWhistle of East North Street. 
a di stant son of the Regiment. 

'ARF-MADE RECRUITY 

You may recall our confidenti al admission in an 
earlier issue that our Charter included the Agency 
for the Regiment's Recruiting. We should therefore 
perhaps mention your Regimental Liaison Tea m. In 
fact we can hardly avoid doing so as it is based, 
whenever briefly on its base, in our office. 

We would commend to all and sundry this gallant 

little band who, despite alarms and occasionally pro
jected foreign incursions into our family circle, have 
since their fo rmation nevertheless kept our recruiting, 
in times both good and evil, at the top of the H igh
land Brigade list . 

Now tha t " the asterisk " is on us their task is even 
more difficult. Family connections, as a qualification 
for enli stment, are not always easy to verify. " Well , 
it's like this 'ere. see, me aunt's muvver 'ad a 
bruvver 'oo's huncle hern.igrated to Pontypridd from 
some place called Clockendikter, see." If you follow 
us. 

F ortunately, however, no such difficu lty a rises in 
our Regimental area, where surprisingly enough 
everyone is quite closely related to two or more 
serving members of the Regiment. 

. . OFFICE CORNER 

We regret to announce some casualties, although 
tempo ra ry we trust, in our Clerica l Department, over 
the last few months. 

Easter came and went. The Staff, however, went 
and never came. 

It was some ten days before our M iss Jean 
Ba tchelor recovered sufficiently from a Perth sinus. 
provoked by those spring breezes on the North Inch 
which annua lly level off the local popula tion, to 
rejoin us somewhat palely. H owever, responsibility 
has restored her strength as she has been in sole 
cha rge ever since, Mr. Dave Cochrane having 
attempted the modern equiva lent of teaching grand
mothers to suck eggs in showing his sons how to play 
football at H azlehead and consequently being con
fined with a strained heart. But we can now happily 
report tha t he is well on the road to recovery and 
resumption of the Chief Cleric's chaise-longue. 

I t is categorically denied by our Headquarters 
spokesman that his indisposition arose f rom over
doing the Twist to the music of the Intercom duri ng 
" Retreads' Playtime." 

We can confirm, however, that our musical and 
cultural education through our M aster Set still per
sists. This has. as is the aim of the B.B.C .. 
considerably broadened our hitherto narrow ma rt ial 
outlook. You may now find us able to converse 
intelligently on a variety of the subjects covered by 
p rogrammes such as " Woman's H our." A sample 
critique of which, by a future mother of the na tion. 
we recently overhead on a Woodend bus :- " Ooh, 
I did like that Mrs. Whatmore·s ta lk on Childbirth. 
M ade it all sound so natural, she did." 

This leads us to recollection of anothe r and, you 
will be pleased to hear, final comment on the times, 
emanating from a representative section of the youth 
of the country watching on T elevision va rious 
speakers at the recent General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland :-

" Of course, he's simply marvellous. But I simply 
don't know how he does all those changes so quickly." 

" Who ? " 

" Peter Sellars, of course." 

SUNRAY SINISTER. 
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Obituary 

Mr. John Bartholomew 
M r. John Bartholomew, C.B.E. , M.C., LL.D., head 

of the fifth generation of Bartholomews, the map 
makers, died in an Edinbu rgh nursing home on 9th 
February. He was 71. 

He was one of the first to be commissioned into the 
Regiment on the outbreak of the first World War 
and joined the 1st Batta lion in F rance in October 
1914. Late r he was moved to G .H.Q. to work on 
maps for Lord Haig. 

Mr. Bartholomew was educated at Merchiston 
Castle School and Edinburgh University. He was 
chairman and managing director of John Bartholo
mew & Son Ltd., Musselburgh and of the Edinburgh 
Geographical Institute; a former president of the 
Royal Scottish Geographical Society; and a member 
of the board of trustees of the Nationa l Library of 
Scotland I 953. 

Before entering the university he studied carto
graphy at the Universities of Leipzig and the 
Sorbo nne. 

H e succeeded, on his father's death in I 920, to the 
management of the family business and in 1921 was 
appointed cartographer to King George V. 

A Memorial Service was held in St. Michael's 
Pa rish Church, Inve resk on 13th Februa ry. Colonel 
C. M. Usher represented the Regiment and a tribute 
was pa id by Brigadier Sir Alick Buchanan Smith. 

Mr. William Coutts 
Mr. William Coutts who was believed to be the 

oldest G ordon Highlander, died on 31st March a t 
the age of 93. 

H e joined the Regiment in October 1887 and 
served a t home for seven years when he went to 
Section D Reserve. Mobilised in October 1899, a 
month la ter he was on service in South Africa where 
he remained for a year. He was discharged in 
November 1900 with the Queen's Medal and clasps 
for Paardeberg, Driefontein, Johannesburg, Belfast 
and Cape Colony. 

In 1915 Coutts came back fo r more service and 
spent over a year in F rance before being discharged 
in the rank of A/Sergeant in July I 919. 

Of recent years he had been a patient in the Maud 
Hospital where he died. T he funeral was attended 
by C/Sergeant D . T how of the Recruiting Staff and 
Mr. J. McPhail represented the Club. 

Major A. M. Patterson 
Major A. M . Pa tterson died at his home in Western 

Australia on 31st D ecember, 1961. Born at Alford 
in 1878 he joined the Regiment in 1896 and was 
posted to India where he saw service on the front ier. 
H e was a sergeant during the South African War 
when he ea rned the Queen's Medal with seven clasps. 
Promotion to Colour Sergeant and Sergeant Major 

M ajor A. M. Patterson-8alonika 1916. 

followed and whi lst attached to the Depot in the 
early days of the first World War he was com
missioned and assisted in recruiting fo r the 6th 
Ba ttalion. 

In 1916 he was transferred to the 79th Machine 
G un Company which he later commanded with the 
rank of Major in Salonika and Macedonia. He was 
four times mentioned in despa tches. 

Retiring in 1919 he migrated to Australia wi th 
his wife and two sons where he was fa rming until 
his death. 

Colonel C. D. Peterkin, C.B.E. 
Colonel Peterkin who died in Aberdeen on 8th 

M ay a t the age of 75 joined the 4th Battal ion in I 909 
and served with them in F rance and F landers during 
the first World War in the ranks of Captain and 
Major. 

In 1918 he was Lieu tenant Colonel and Administra
t ive Commandant of Ra ilheads with the 2nd Army. 
Whilst serving with the Brit ish Army of the Rhine 
in I 919 he was twice mentioned in despatches and 
made a C.B.E. 

I n December 1923 he took over command of the 4th 
Ba ttalion from Lieutenant Colonel L. Mackinnon 
and reti red in 1928 with the rank of Colonel. 

Colonel Peterkin who had been an Advocate in 
A berdeen since 1914 reti red two years ago from the 
firm of Peterkin and Duncans. H e was treasu rer of 
the Society of Advocates in A berdeen f rom 1949 to 
I 951 and its president from I 952 to 1954. 
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LOCATION STATE-OFFICERS 

REGULAR AND NATIONAL SERVICE: Initials, Name and 
Initials, Name and 

Rank. Decorations. 
Lt.-Col. G. R. Elsmie, 

O.B.E. 

Lt.-Col. B. C. A. Napier, 
M.B.E., M .C. 

Major R. F. Davies 
Major G. Slater 

Major P. B. Hay 

T/Lt.-Col. C. . Barker. 
M.B.E .. M.C. 

Major J . D. S. Young 

Major R. W. Smith 
Major I. C. S. Munro 
Ma jor M. A . C. Stephen 
Major A. J. C. Richa rd-

son 

Major R. A. Nickson 
Major J. A . G . T indall 
Major J . Neish 
Major M . H. Burge 
Major A. T. C. Brown 
Major J. Carmichael 

Major D. H . W. Brown 

iv1 a jor I. McK. R obertson 

Majo r R . C. B. Cha ncel
lo r, M.B.E. 

1 /Major J. J. H. Simpson 
T /Major M . M. Makgi ll

C righton-Maitland 

Captain 1. T. D. Durbin 

Captain R. D. L. Smart 
Captain 1. D . Martineau 
Captain D . G . B. 

Saunders 
Capta in C. J. D. Gordon

Steward 
Captain R . W. C. Muri

son 
Capta in M . A. Avery 

Capta in D. C. K. Brown 
Capta in M . M. Cruick

shank 

Capta in E . F. Gordon 
Captain W. D. R. West 
Capta in B . G. Paton 

Presenr Location. 

Deputy President Regula r 
Commissions Board 

C.O. J G o rdons 
H .Q. Scotti sh Comma nd 
A rmy Info rmation Office, 

Abe rdeen 
H .Q. Allied F o rces, No r

thern Europe 

In fantry Junior Leaders' 
Bn .. Oswestry 

H .Q. Land F o rces. Per-
sia n G ulf 

H.Q. Scottish Comma nd 
Wa r Office , Q. 
2,'1.C. I Gordons 

British Defence Sta ff. 
Wash ing ton 

O.M.M. Libya 
I Go rdo ns 

Gordo ns 
Gordo ns 
Gordo ns 

Federatio n of M a laya 
Milita ry Forces 

Tra ining M a jo r/Adjutant 
3 Gordo ns (T.A.) 

i g e r i a Regiment 
Nigeria 

I Gordons 
War Office. M.T.I 

Tra ining M ajor/Adjuta nt 
I Londo n Scotti sh 
(T.A.) 

H .Q. Singapore Base 
District 

Adjuta nt J Gordons 
I Gordo ns 

H .Q. Scottish Comma nd 

Parachute Regiment 

I Gordo ns 
Adjutant Traini ng D epot 

Queens Own High
la nders (Seaforth a nd 
Cameron) f G ordo n 
Highlanders 

Gordons 

N i g eri a Regiment 
igeria 

I Gordons 
I G ordons 
H.Q. Highla nd Brigade 

Rank. Decorations. 
Lieut. R. J. Maclagan 
Lieut. P. W. Graham 
Lieut. A. . M. Scott 

Lieut. D. J . S. Maccoll 

Lieut. R. G. D . Bruce 
Lieut. R. C. 1. R obinson 

Lieut. N . F . M . Oxley 
Lieut. K . l. H. Lumsden 

Lieut. T. H. G. Duke 
Lieut. C. H. Va n Der 

N oot 
2, Lieut. R . S . Fawcus 
2/ Lieut. D. M. H. M. Du 

Boulay 
2/ Lieut. D. J. Hendry 
2;Lieut. A . M. C umming 
2/Lieut. D . H. White 
i / Lieut. R . J . Gerra rd 
2/Lieut. R. M. Kinghorn 
Major (Q.M.) R. W. Gibb 

Majo r (Q.M.) F . Kerna -
han 

Captain (Q.M.) R . B. 
Wi lkinson 

Capta in (Q.M.) C. Michie 
Lieut. (Q.M.) G . Dunn 
Lieut. (Q.M.) W. D awson 

Present Location. 
Gordons 
Gordo ns 
i g e r i a R egiment 

N igeria 
H .S. Training Depot 

Q ueens Own High
landers (Sea fo rth a nd 
Cameron) f Gordon 
Highlanders 

Gordons 
Training Depo t Queens 

Own Highlanders 
(Seaforth and Cam
cro n)/G ordon High
la nders 

I Gordo ns 
Training Depo t Queens 

Own Highla nders 
(Sea forth and Cam
e ron)/Gordon High
lande rs 

Gordons 

Go rdo ns 
G o rdons 

Gordons 
G o rdons 
Gordo ns 
Gordo ns 
G o rdo ns 

I G o rdo ns 
H.Q. East Africa Com

ma nd 

G o rdons 

I London Scotti sh (T .A ) 
3 Go rdons (T.A.) 
I G ordo ns 
Brigade of Gurkhas 

Tra nsit Camp 

SHORT SERVICE AND EXTENDED SERVICE 
OFFICERS: 

Initials, Name and 
Rank. Decorations. 
Major C. D . A. Provo, 

M.B.E. 
M ajor G . Duncan 
T /Lt.-Col. . K. H artrey 

1 ieut. M. Borthwick 

Lieut. P . F itch 
Lieut. r. Fleming 

Captain (Q.M .) W. J . 
Murray, M.B.E . 

Present Location. 

Wa r Office 
I Go rdons 
A.A. & Q.M .G. Stats .. 

H .Q .. B.A .O.R. 
Atta ched Argyll a nd 

Suthe rla nd High-
la nders 

Gordons 
O .C. Regimenta l Liaison 

Detachment. R egi-
mental H .Q . 

H .Q. Brigade of G urkhas 
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GAZETTE 
REGULAR ARMY:-

Maj. F. G. E. Walford, O.B.E. (100418) havi ng 
exceeded retiring age is placed on retired pay, 31st 
March 1962. and is gra nted the hon. rank of Lt.-Col. 

Capt. M. M. Makgill-Crighton-Maitland (397982) 
to be Major 22nd December 1961. 

Capt. J. T. D. Durbin (373488) to be Major 2nd 
April. 1962. 

2/Lt. R. S. Fawcus (463855) to be Lt.. 13th 
October 1961. 

Lt. R. Saville (461166) from Short Service Com
mission. Gordons to be 2nd Lt. 14th December 1961, 
with seniority 20th August. 1959. To be Lt. , 14th 
December 1961. with seniority 13th February 1961. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS:-
Maj. (Hon. Lt.-Col.) A. H. Hawker (151 839) 

having exceeded the age limit. relinquishes his com
mission. 28th February 1962. retaining the hon. rank 
of Lt.-Col. 

Lt. H. M. Bradshaw (430241) relinquishes his 
commission, 18th November 1961. 

CLASS TTl :-
Capt. R. T. R aitt (434702) from Active List to 

be Capt.. 31st March 1962. 
Lt. A. R. Watson (452077) from A.E. Reserve of 

Officers. .S. List. to be Lt .. 6th March 1962. 
Lt. G. S. Gui ld (452274) from A.E. Rese rve of 

Officers. .S. List to be Lt.. 6th March 1962. 
Lt. I. J. R. Byford (453154) from T.A. National 

Service List to be Lt.. 18th April 1962. 
Lt. J. S. Perkins (453 182) from T.A. N.S. List to 

be Lt. , 18th April 1962. 

Lt. I. H. Morris (453175) from T.A. N.S. List to 
be Lt. , 20th March I 962. 

Lt. (Hon. Capt.) L. B. Biddlecombe (369359) re
linquishes his commission, I st July I 959 retaining 
the bon. rank of Captain. 

TERITORIAL ARMY:-
Capt. G. E. Michie (451972) resigns his com

mission. 28th February 1962. 
2/Lt. D . A. Young (464811) (on probation) is 

confirmed in his appointment as 2/Lt. 6th March 
1960. To be Lt. 6th March I 962 with sen iority 6th 
March 1961. 

Lt. (Acting Capt.) I. R. McNeill (434582) to be 
Capt.. 24th April 1962 with seniority 24th April 1959. 

Capt. R. B. Dunn (400239) is granted the acting 
rank of Major 1st March 1962. 

Harold Foster, M.B.E. (458542) (formerly Capt. 
(Q.M.) Gordons) to be Captain 9th March 1962. 

Major T. R. S. Lyon, T.D. (207807) ceases to 
hold a commission in the T.A. 9th May 1962. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF 
OFFICERS:-
Lt.-Col. J. Shankley, T.D. (74239) from Active 

List to be Lt.-Col. 31st October 1961. 
Maj. (Hon. Lt.-Col.) S. G. A. Mitchell (97429) 

having exceeded the age limit, ceases to belong to the 
T.A. Reserve of Officers, 12th May 1%2, retaining 
the hon. rank of Lt.-Col. 

ARMY EMERGENCY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
NA TIONAL SERVICE LIST :-
2/Lt. D. J. Ewart (465423) to be Lt., 8th February 

1962. 

UEUORI.t\L TO GENERAL SIR IAN HA.~JILTON 
G.C.B., G.C.M.G., D.S.O. 

On Thursday. 12th April. 1962 a Memorial to 
General Si r Ian Hamilton and his wife J ean. and to 
hi brother Vereker Monteith Hamilton and his wife 
Lilian. was unvei led in Glasgow Cathedral. 

There is no other Memorial in Scotland to Sir 
Tan and it is fitting that it should be in the Chapel 
so much connected with their ancestors, near the 
grave of their parents and in the City which the 
family has served for o long. 

The Memorial. which is a single slab of marble 
from Iona. was made by Mr. Esmond Burton and 
designed by Ian B. M. Hamilton, F.R.T.B.A .. son of 
Vereker Hamilton. 

The inscription is:-
To the Memory of the two sons of Lt. Colonel 
Christian Monteith lla milton. 92nd Gordon 
Highlanders, a nd Maria Corinna, daughter of 
John. 3rd Viscount Gort. 
General Sir Tan Standish Monteith Hamilton. 
G.C.B .. G.C.M.G .. D.S.O., 1853-1947 and of his 
wife Jean daughter of Sir John Muir 1st 
Baronet 1861-1941. 
Vereker Monteith Hamilton 1856-1931 and of 
his wife Lilian daughter of Edwin Newcome 
Swainson 1863-1939. 

Addunt Robur Stirpi 

The Memorial was unveiled by Colonel W. J. 
Graham. M.C.. D.L.. and dedicated by the Rev. 
Nevile Davidson. D.D., Ch.St.J. A lament was 
played by Corporal Anderson and Piper Kerr. The 
lesson was read by General Sir Thomas Riddell
Webster, G.C.B., D.S.O., D.L., a nd Prayers were led 
by the Rev. Ian Gillan, T.D., B.A., late 6th Bn. T he 
Gordon Highlanders. 

rn his address Colonel Graham said :-
As you should know, we are here today to 

unveil this Memorial to General Sir Ian Hamil
ton. Mr. Vereker H amilton and their wives Lady 
Ha milton a nd Mrs. Yereker Hamilton. This 
was to have been done by Brigadier Lord Caith
ness, the present Colonel of the Gordon 
Highlanders. Unfortunately, he has been ill and 
although going on well is not fit enough to be 
here today. Major Ian Hamilton has asked me, 
as a n ex-Colonel of the Gordon Highlanders. to 
perform this ceremony in the place of Lord 
Caithness. To me. personally. this is a great 
honour and privilege. 

Sir Ian and Yereker Hamilton are the sons of 
Colonel Christian Monteith Hamilton. 92nd 
Gordon Highlanders 1825-1884 and his wife, 
Maria Corinna Vereker, daughter of the 3rd 

., 
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Colonel W. J. Graham and the Rev. Dr. Nevile Davidson at the unveiling 
- By courtesy of George Outram & Co. 

Viscount Gort. Colonel Hamil ton commanded 
the 92nd J 856-69. General Sir Jan Hamilton 
was born in the regiment in Corfu in 1853 ; 
Vereker Hamilton in Scotland in I 856. 

The fam ily have been connected with the 
Regiment for about 138 yea rs because, in add i
tion to those already mentioned. Vereker 
Hamilton·s son. Ian Hamilton, and his son 
Alexander have both served in the regiment ; 
also Monteiths. ki nsmen of Sir Ian·s. T here is 

no other Memorial to Sir Jan in Scotland. The 
Blacader Aisle of Glasgow Cathedral is a very 
suitable place for this Memorial. Six Hamiltons 
have been buried here and another six in graves 
in the Kirkyard south of this Chapel. T hey were 
distinguished people - a Minister of the High 
Church for 31 years and Moderator of the 
General Assembly in 1766; and one of his sons 
was three times Lord P rovost of G lasgow. 

Sir Ian and Vereker Hamilton's parents are 
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buried in the K i rkyard. Thei r son Sir Ian was 
a famous soldier, man of letters and a man of 
vision. He and Lady Hamilton I knew personally 
for many years. It would take too long to give 
in detail Sir Ian's achievements. He fought in 
many campaigns - India, Russo-Japanese War, 
South Africa but will probably be best remem
bered as Commander-in-Chief of the Gallipoli 
Campaign. As a man of vision he wrote a 
letter to the Times in May 1939 aga inst the 
establishment of a naval base at Singapore which 
he had inspected as Inspector-General of Over
seas Forces, and saying that Trincomalee or 
Syndey were preferable. How right he proved 
to be. Many of us remember the great hospi tal ity 
shown by him and his gracious wife in H yde 
Park Gardens where one was a lways sure to meet 
many interesting and distinguished people of all 
walks of life. Those of us Gordon Highlanders 
who remember those days are a bit thi n on the 
ground now. 

Secondly, he wi ll ever be remembered by the 
British Legion, Scotland, and all the work he 

did for them, being President until his death at 
the great age of 94. 

His memory is honoured today by the pre
sence of General Sir Thomas Riddell-Webster, 
the President now, and the Vice-Chairman Lord 
Haig, son of the great Field Marshal to whom 
the British Legion owes its existence. Mr. and 
Mrs. Vereker Hamilton 1 did not know per
sonally. The former was a well-known painter 
who painted many battle scenes in which 
Gordon Highlanders are depicted. His wife 
was a sculptress of repute. It is fitting that this 
memorial should have been designed by their 
son, Major ian Hamilton. 

Among the congregation there were more than 
thirty members of the Family. Lord Bilsland repre
senting Friends of Glasgow Cathedral and 
representatives of The Ministry of Works. the 
British Legion Scotland and the Fife Gallipoli Club. 

The Regiment was represented by Colonel A. R. 
Cross, Lieut.-Colonel H . l. Bradshaw, Major P. D. 
Clendenin and Captain and Mrs. Kenneth Usher. 

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
An Impression by M r. George Ley Smith 

No Regiment can have a more admirable setting 
for its museum that The Gordon Highlanders. A 
beautiful building once the home of Sir George Reid, 
the famous artist. in Viewfield Road in the West End 
of Aberdeen, now the Regimental Headquarters. 

This lovely white structure stands amid trees, a 
reminder that not so many years ago it was deep in 
the country, a fact emphasised by the fine walled 
garden. 

It is an ideal home for a museum. 
What strikes the visitor. especially an old Gordon. 

is that Captain R. Fogg Elliot, who has built up the 
museum with devotion and pride of regiment. has 
not merely assembled a mass of relics, but has also 
expressed the spi rit of the regiment with ski ll and 
feeling, and a sense of hi story which brings a live the 
life of the regiment. 

This museum should be acclaimed as a complement 
of the work of the other historians, the Greenhill 
Gardynes, Cyril Falls and Wilfrid M iles. Inside the 
museum one feels the whole current of regimental 
life and its vitality. H presents even more vividly 
than the best written history some of the heroic pages 
in the story of the Gordons. 

The bonnet of Jean, Duchess of Gordon. worn 
when she recruited men for the newly-formed regi
ment rai sed by her husband in 1794, starts the 
imagination racing through the Indian Wars of the 
late eighteenth century, and the Napoleonic Wars
the Indian Mutiny, the Afghan and Egyptian Wars, 
the Tirah Campaign. the Boer War and the two 
World Wars. 

The new home of the museum provides a perfect 
opportunity for displaying the pictures, pipe banners, 
and old uniforms in particular, for the main section 
occupies Sir Ge01ge Reid 's old studio. A huge, lofty 
room with a gallery and rafters, which has been hung 
with the colours of the different battalions. presented 
by Kings and Royal Dukes. 

Pictorially the museum is rich. Most of the last 
century is covered, and there has been added to the 
wealth of paintings. the now well-known water colour 
by I. G. M. Eadie of the Battle of Sferro in Sicily 
in 1943. 

As one would expect in an artist's studio. the 
lighting is ideal. You are conscious of this the 
moment you enter the main hall and see the pictures 
a long the wa lls-first the sti rring canvas by Vereker 
Hamilton of the Gordons and Gurkhas attacking at 
Kandahar. Along the wall a little is the picture of 
"The Gordons' Warning:· and another of Findlater 
winning the V.C. at Dargai. 

A new picture has come from a church hall in 
Cirencester where it has hung for many years. Called 
"Military Honours." is shows the Gordons marchi ng 
past a monument in Edinburgh towards the end of 
the last century. 

A particula rl y fine collection of medals. over 1200. 
including five V.Cs., five Peninsula Gold Crosses and 
meda ls are displayed in cases, most of them in a 
room adjo ining the main hall. In fact. the museum 
has one of the finest displays of V.C. exhibits of any 
regiment, with pictures of the winners and copies of 
the citations. 

Many fine groups of meda ls give a better im
pression of the Gordons' battle records than any 
story. Some of them belonged to distinguished 
soldiers, as do some of the uniforms displayed. 
including that of Field Marshal Sir George White. 
V.C. He led a skilful action in Aiganistan and. being 
full y occupied in the field. he sent a pencilled note 
to the G.O.C. asking him if he would kindly notify 
The Times. The pencilled note is there. 

The magic of the museum lies in just such an 
exhibit as this. They turn these historic figures into 
real persons and the visitor feels a personal contact 
with them. Similarly with the medals of the C.O. 
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IMPERIAL COURT, KENNINGTON LANE, 
LONDON, S.E.11 
H.M. Forces' Official Trading Orgam·sation 

N AAF I 

and 

YOU 

The Serviceman's Own Shop 

A fully equipped, modern shop with a wide range of goods 

now replaces the canteen kiosk or "net bar, in many 

Navy, Army and Air F orce establishments at home and 

overseas. About 350 of these Services shops have been 

opened and there are more to come. 

The Services shop provides the sailor, soldier and 
ai rman with up-to-date, on-the-spot shopping facilities 
of a high standard. These shops are open all day and 

sales are no longer confined to Naafi restaurant hours. 

Experienced staff are behind the counter, eager to meet 

the requirements of their Service customers. 

There is a cash discount, too, on items costing ten 
shillings and above. Rebate on all lesser sales is paid to 

Unit funds in the normal way. 

J ust one more example of Naafi meeting the requirements 
of the modern Serviceman. 

II If it's a Gordon for me. 
it's Alsop's for you 11 

FOR QUALITY AND SER VICE 

SPENCE ALSOP. 
LTD. 

BUTCHERS & GROCERS 

NEW MARKET BUILDINGS. ABERDEEN 

f 
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Prcscnlalion of Pholographs by M r. K. J . Peters. 

at Waterloo and with the actual uniforms and medals 
worn by o ther Gordon Highlanders. 

There is a fine head of Sir l an Hamilton. one of 
the most distinguished Gordons, and a model of the 

51st Division Memorial at Beaumont Hamel to the 
dead of the First World War. Older veterans will 
recall when the monument itself stood in the yard of 
Messrs. Garden. Monumental Masons. King Street. 
Aberdeen, before it was sent to France just after the 
First World War. 

But one could not exhaust the tremendous variety 
of relics in a magazine article. Suffice it to say that 
they are adequate and fascinating enough to merit 
more than one visit. 

The museum is on the second floor and the public 
entrance is by a ramp to the north and west side of 
the house, where a door leads on to a landi ng at the 
stairway down to the Regimental Headquarters. The 
visitor turns left to the main hall. 

Veterans and serving Gordons will gain a fresh 
pride in the regiment f rom a visit to the museum. 
They will also feel gratitude for the artistic feeling 
with which it has been laid out. 

The Museum was opened to the public for the 
fi rst time since the move from Gordon Barracks. on 
21st April and is to remain open throughout the 
summer on th ree afternoons a week. ln the six 
weeks since then there have been more than 100 
visitors which is an encouraging increase on numbers 
at the Bridge of Don. 

Ten days before some sixty enlarged and mounted 
photographs of incidents in the life of the regiment 
during the past 30 years were presented by Aberdeen 
Journals. These are of considerable historical interest 
and a very greatly appreciated gift. The picture 
shows Mr. K . J . Peters, director and general manager 
of Aberdeen Journals Ltd .. making the presentation 
to Lieutenant-Colonel P. W. Forbes of Corse. 

REGIMENTAL HISTORY 
As most readers wil l know Volume V of the 

History of the Regiment was published on 1st March 
and we give below extracts from some of the Notices 
which have a ppeared. Further reviews are expected 
in the Service Journals which. at the time of going 
to Press have not been seen. 

Aberdeen Press and Journal-Tuesday, March lsl. 
In the course of World War II, battal ions of 

The Gordon Highlanders served in every theatre 
of operations stretching half round the world
from Shetland to Singapore - fighting in two 
campa igns in orthern Europe, campaigns in 
Malaya, Ita ly, North Africa. a nd Burma. in 
which they lost in a ll 2400 men killed o r died 
of wounds. 

When Capt. Wilfred Mi les was set the task of 
writing the fifth volume of " The History of The 
Gordon Highlanders for 1919-1945 " (publi shed 
today) he was confronted with an assignment of 
considerable magnitude and complexity. 

As he ays in his preface: "To cover in one 
volume more than quarter-of-a-century of the 
life of The Gordon Highlanders means to crowd 
infinite riches into little room, for it embraces 
the Second World War.., 

He has succeeded magnificently when you con
sider all the difficulties that faced him- records 
lost in orthern France in 1940 and at Singa
port. The story he has produced will stir the 
imagination of everyone and will give rise to 
pride in the o rth-east of Scotland. 

Throughout the volume recur the names of 
noted county families. the names of professional 
and businessmen. and of men from the farm , 
factories a nd offices in the o rth-east - men 
known to us a ll. some of them back at their 
dai ly tasks amongst us. 

It is a proud story of the supreme heroism of 
our own friends. 

The Scolsman 
Captain Miles succeeds in every regimental 

hiso ri an 's basic aim: to get his facts down, 
primarily for regimental consum ption. and to 
get his facts correct. There a re so many facts. 
for the Gordons fought over the face of the 
globe. He has to be cryptic. 

The Gordons suffered bitterly on two particular 
occasions-at St. Valery in 1940 and in Singapore 
in 1942-from the chronic British complaint of 
being in the right place but at the wrong. too 
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early time. In cold statistics, 2400 men of the 
regiment d ied. 

Throughout, we can d iscern the pugnacious 
attempts to keep the regiment not only Scottish 
but Gordon as well. 

Glasgow Herald 
A regimental history is difficult to write for 

inevitably it must contain much detail and at 
the same time there is the problem of retaining 
interest. It is written for record purposes, and 
to remind those who served, of the particula r 
battles in which they took part. This volume 
admirably achieves its purpose and is of a very 
high standard. The account is factual and not 
embroidered or blown up in such a way as to 
make tho~e who took part hesi tate to recognise 
the events of 20 years ago. T he sketch maps 
are excellent. 

B.B.C. TR ANSMISSION ON 1st APRIL
SCOTIISH BOOKSHELF BY ALEX. KEITH 

T he Gordon Highlanders, made immortal with 
a kiss, have never allowed themselves to forget 
the unique distinction of their origin. One of 
the truly admirable signs of th is proper self
respect is the thoroughness with which they have 
const ructed their regimental autobiography. Unti l 
the other day the H istory of the Regiment 
occupied four volumes. Now it has been 
brought almost up-to-date, to the end in fact of 
the last war, in a fif th. 

"The Life of a Regiment." sub-titled "The 
History of the Gordon Highlanders," published 
by Aberdeen University Press covers in some 
400 pages the years 1919-1945. H .R.H. the 
Duke of Gloucester, the Colonel-in-Chief, sends 
a message, the Earl of Caithness, Colonel of the 
Regiment. a foreword, the author Captain 
Wilf red Miles, in a modest preface conceals the 
terrific labour entailed in the reduction of so 
many batta lion d iaries a nd papers into the 
coherent and readable narrative he presents ; the 
illustrations are good, the maps and plans 
excellent, and the index efficient. 

In all theatres the Gordons conducted them
selves in a way that justifies the application to 
the Regiment of the adjective "Gey" that used 
to be attached to the Gordons as a family. It 
signifies that, going one better than the advice 
tendered by Polonius, they welcome a qua rrel 

and being in bear themselves that the opposed 
beware of them. At the same time, when they 
had the chance, which was not often, the various 
units lived up to the modern corruption of that 
adjective, and were indeed " Gay." It was a 
Territorial Gordon who, being told by an officer, 
not a Gordon that he was liable to be shot for 
some misdemeanour, pointed out that as he was 
liable to be shot in the war anyway it didn't 
matter. 

To those who served, the remarkable detailed 
account of the various campaigns will reawaken 
many a memory not only of battles long ago, 
but of moments and incidents forgotten, and of 
comrades who fell or who survived. Senior 
members of the Regiment, who knew the people 
involved, w ill follow the narrative wi th equal 
interest. There are some pretty grim pictures. 
There are vivid battle scenes, such as those 
relating the first night at Alamein, the p rotracted 
action at Sferro in Sicily ; the beach-head a t 
Anzio ; the Tria ngle in the early days of Nor
mandy ; and the difficult conflicts amongst the 
canals and villages of the Netherlands. 

T hroughout the book runs a thread of sterling 
determination. not merely the will not to be 
beaten. but also a regimental resolve always to 
be Gordons. Time and again mention is made 
of protests by commanding officers against the 
drafting of Englishmen into their units. One 
C.O. refused to take replacements until he could 
get, if no t Aberdonians. at least Scotsmen. Yet 
the English, once in, became more Gordon almost 
than the Regiment. 

In the war, 2400 Gordons were killed or died 
of wounds. In the 2nd Battalion alone. it is 
stated tha t ten weeks after D-Day in Normandy, 
hardly a man remained of those who had landed. 
On the other hand, in one scrap in the Rhinela nd 
a Gordon company a lthough heavily out
numbered, took the offensive. killed many 
Germans. and captured over 150 prisoners at 
the cost of one man wounded, thus a lmost 
improvi ng on the great Marquis of Montrose's 
model victory of Alford when, for the loss of 
one man, also a Gordon by the way, he slew 
2000 of the opposing a rmy. 

The L ife of a Regiment - The H istory of The 
Gordon Highlanders, Vol. V , by Wilf red Miles -
price 45/- - may be obtained from Regimental 
Headquarters; The Aberdeen U niversi ty Press or 
from most booksellers in Abe rdeen. 

GORDON IDGHLANDERS REUNION DINNER 

The Annual Dinner was held in the North British 
Hotel, Edinburgh on Friday. 16th March, 1962 when. 
in the absence owing to illness of the Colonel of 
the Regiment, Colonel G. W. Bruce presided. 

Colonel C. M. Usher who bas organised the Dinner 
since its inception was away from home a nd his 
assistant in recent years, Lieut.-Colonel Willie Main, 
having left Edinburgh, the arrangements were made 
by Major W. Leslie. 

The following Officers were present and there were 
ten guests :-

Brigadier Sir Alick Buchanan Smith ; Colonels 

G. W. Bruce, A. G. Close. G. P . Geddes and W. C. 
Dewar; Lieut.-Colonels J. D. C. Anderson, H. I. 
Bradshaw, G . Bowie. G. R. E lsmie, P. W. Forbes, D. 
P. Hall, F. J. C. Moffat. J. R. Roberston-Mcisaac, 
M. Robb, J. H. S. Turnbull and I. K. Will ; Majors 
D. H. W. Brown. G. Donald, R. G. F indlay Shirras, 
H . R. M. Kay, W. Leslie, G. Morrison. R. W. Smith, 
A . D . Spark a nd V. Stuart ; Captains M .. A. ,A._ very, 
G. I. Davidson, G. W. Drysdale. S. P . Gillespie, G. 
A. Paterson, B. G. Paton, D. G. B. Saunders, N . Y. 
R. Simpson and H. M. Usher ; Reverends _H. M. L. 
Bradshaw and D. D. L. Lockhart; Sir N . A. 
Ramsay and Messrs. I. F leming and K. M. D. Usher. 
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NEWS OF GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

PAST AND PRESENT 

Colour Sergeant D. Thow rece1vmg the Meritorious 
Service Medal from Lieut·enant Colonel P. W. Forbes 

of Corse. 
- Photograph by Highland News Ltd. 

Colour Sergeant D. Thow 
When Mysore squad of recruits to The Gordons 

passed out at Fort George on 31st March one of 
the men who recruited them was there-but not 
simply to watch. 

For at the same parade Colour Sergeant D . Thow. 
Aberdeen, received the Meritorious Service Meda l in 
recognition of his thirty-four years with the Regiment. 

Colour Sergeant Thow who lives at 29 New Park 
Road, Mastrick, Aberdeen joined The Gordons at 
the age of fourteen as a band boy, enlisting at the 
old Castlehill Barracks in 1928. 

After serving in India and Palestine, be went to 
France in 1939, being taken prisoner at St. Valery. 

At the end of the war he was repatriated and 
joined the l st Battalion Band in Germany. going with 
them to Malaya in 1950. He left the military band 
in 1957 and is now with the Army Recruiting Staff 
in Market Street, Aberdeen. 

Colour Sergeant Thow, known familiarly as 
" Duggie," is married, with one daughter. He is still 
Bandmaster to the 3rd Battalion (T.A.) Military Band. 

Meanwhile his latest recruits, who make up thirty
two of the members of Mysore squad at Fort George, 
have gained one specia l honour before even finishing 
basic training, for they have been selected to be 
guard of honour at Holyrood Palace in Edinburgh 
for the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Mr. T. Owen 
There can be few. if any, Gordon Highlanders that 

passed through Gordon Barracks who did not know 
"Old Tom." 

After 23 yea rs service m the Regiment he became 
groundsman at the Depot when it was opened in 
1935 and until his retirement earl ier this year he 
maintai ned the playing fields at a high standard. 

0( recent years his work was done under the 
direction of Command and his retirement was marked 
with the presentation of a clock and a pipe by Major 
H . A. Wright who is in charge of recreation grounds. 

Sergeant N. MacDuff 
Sergeant "Nick " MacDuff has been in the news 

at home, carving himself an even deeper niche on 
the boxing ladder. 

Remaining in this country when the 1st Battalion 
sai led (or Kenya in December. his first big success 
of the season was winning the Army Championship 
at Bantam weight. He followed this up with the 
Imperial Services Championship at Stanmore. Lon
don. on 5th April. Going on to the A.B.A. Cham
pionship at Wembley on 27th April, he was un
fortunately beaten on points in the semi-fina ls. 

It is many a year since a Gordon Highlander won 
this double distinction. The last being 18 years old 
Pte. John Garland (Belfast) of the 2nd Battalion who 
won the Army and Imperial Services Boxing Cham
pionships in 1928 and also represented Great Britain 

Sergeant McDuff. 
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at the IX Olympiad in Amsterdam that year. He 
also boxed at bantam weight. 

Sergeant MacDuff started his boxing career by 
entering and winning a ll four bouts in the Battalion 
Novices' Championship when the 1st Battalion was 
in Malaya. Since then be has built up an impressive 
record which testifies to his prowess as a formidable 
opponent. In 37 bouts be has won 21 within the 
distance and 5 on poi nts. His other 1 1 fights were 
lost on points. He has never been knocked out. I n 
Eastern Command be won 3rd Division championship 

and in B.A.O.R. the 1st and 5th Division champion
ships. In all he bas represented the Army on eight 
separate occasions. 

While temporarily stationed in Scotland, Sergeant 
MacDuff has been working with the Liaison Detach
ment in Aberdeen and training for his fights in his 
spare time. He will be rejoining the Battalion in 
June and will no doubt continue to add to his 
victories and the regiment's reputation in the field 
of boxing. We wish him good luck. 

ROYAL CALEDONIAN BALL 

The Royal Caledonian Ball was held at G rosvenor 

House on 14th May when the following danced in 

the Regimental eightsome reel :-

Capta in D. G. B. Saunders, Miss Susan Robertson; 
Captain M. A. Avery, Lady Fiona Sinclair; 
Lieutenant R. C. I. Robinson, Miss Janet Smith; 
Lieutenant I. Fleming, Miss Janet Ruane. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

The ill ustration is "Jock-KJ " by Snaffles and 
depicts in pastel colours a Gordon Highlander Private 
of the 1914/18 period in kilt and shirt sleeve order. 

The design of the Card is similar to that in recent 
years with the p icture on the outside. 

Orders should be sent to Regimental Headquarters. 
Viewfield Road, Aberdeen, with cheque or postal 
order. The price is 12/6d. a dozen to which must be 
added postage-under 4 dozen 1{6d .; 4 to 8 dozen 
2/ 3d. ; over 8 dozen 3/-d. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
A Gallant Gentleman 

The Editor has received one or two letters com
menting on the article under this heading in the 
March issue. 

Like his correspondents the Editor bas always 
understood that the fall which led to Major Meikle
john's death was no accident but brought about by 
his own deliberate act to avoid injuries to others. 

T he sub heading- the accident-and part of the 
paragraph which follows were perhaps misleading 
and an editorial note would have been added had it 
not been for the last paragraph of the article which 
it was thought removed any doubt- " We join with 
those who erected the plaque in thinking that his 
action in the park was as brave as his repeated 
gallantry in the face of the enemy." 

1st BATTALION EDITORIAL 
Since the last issue of these notes, the camp a t 

Gilgil has gradually become more habitable thanks 
to the efforts of "spare men " in duty companies 
who have laboured with picks and shovels on ditch 
digging and have dismantled huts in Nairobi and 
re-erected them in our camp. 

Militarily, the main activities have been guard 
duties in Nairobi and exercises of a ll types ranging 
from Company ro Brigade level. 

ZANZIBAR 
"D " Company have been garrisoning the Isle of 

Cloves for the last three months and are to be 
relieved by "B " Company in the last week of May. 
As the political situation there reaches a state of 
tension, the remainder of the Battalion finds itself 
put at notice 1<1 reinforce the Zanzibar Garrison 
Company. This reinforcement was practised during 
Exercise Clovehitch which was originally envisaged 
as the fly in of the rest of the Battalion. Because of 
other commitments however, only one Beverley sor tie 
could be made avai lable and a token force of 
Battalion H.Q. and elements of "A " and " B " Com
panies flew into Zanzibar, stayed the night there and 

returned to Gilgil the following day. "D" Company 
has now returned from Zanzibar and the heart of 
ever Gordon Highlander past and present would have 
warmed could he have heard the recognition of their 
outstandi ngly successful tour of duty passed to the 
Commanding Officer by The British Resident H. E .. 
Sir George Mooring, the Commander in Chief 
Middle East, and the G.O.C. East Africa Command. 
There can be no doubt the detachment made a great 
name for itself, and has done much to enhance the 
Regiment's reputation in East Africa. 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN KENYA 
No very startling results came from the recent 

London conference on the future of Kenya and it 
now seems that "Uhuru " is likely to be delayed for 
a year or so. Before the conference we had visions 
of just getting settled in here before being told that 
British Troops were to move out. Now however it 
seems that we may get in a normal overseas tour 
after all. 

VISITS 
We were honoured to be visited by our Colonel 

in Chief and H.R.H. the Duchess of Gloucester during 
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their recent visit to Kenya. As the occasion was 
not an official one it took the form of a Beating of 
Retreat followed by a cocktail party in the Officers' 
Mess. 

We were also delighted to see the Colonel of the 
Regiment who came out with the Duke of Glouces
ter's party and also Lady Caithness. We hope they 
enjoyed their ve ry full programme and are only sorry 
that Lord Caithness had to return home on a 
stretcher. We trust he will soon be well again. 

On the 5th of March the Quartermaster General 
to the Forces, General Sir Gerald La thbury, paid a 
short visit to the Battalion. After a briefing in the 
Commanding Officer's office he saw something of the 
activities of the sports and amenities clubs. 

SPORTS AND AMENITIES CLUBS 
After a slow start, due partly to other commitments 

and partly to lack of equipment, the sports and 
amenities clubs a re now getting under way. 

The Flying Club has now acquired an a ircraft, a 
Piper Tripacer, and Major A. T. C. Brown is now 
doing a course under tbe aegis of the Royal Air 
Force Eastleigh to qualify for his civilian instructor's 
licence so that he can teach the other members of 
the Battalion Flying Club. The gliding section of 
the club is busy at Lanet near Nakuru nearly every 
weekend as members of the East African Gliding 
Club and it is hoped to start a services gliding club 
which will also operate at Lanet. 

The Archery Club has several enthusiastic mem
bers but at present is hampered b y lack of equipment 
which is now on its way from U.K. 

The Cycle Club has proved one of the most popu
lar and under the directions of Lt. Warren and Sgt. 
Arthur has sent parties to most parts of the Rift 
Valley Province. 

The Camera Club under the expert tutelage of 
S/Sgt. Varley and Sgt. West has also a large member
ship as subjects for photography are almost unlimited 
in this part of the world. 

The Flyfishing Club, run by Lt. Oxley and C/Sgt. 
Donald, continues to pull trout out of the Melawa 
and Turasha rivers. In recent weeks however fishing 
has been hampered by the rains which turn these hill 
streams into what looks like liquid milk chocolate. 

The Golf Club has proved to be another popular 
activity and is run by the Second in Command. 
Arrangements have been made for members to play 
on the Nakuru and Gilgil courses and the main 
limitation at present is the lack of golf clubs. We 
hope however to be able to buy second hand ones 
locally. 

The Judo Club run by Sgt. Cameron has some 
twenty members who are to be seen hurling each 
other through the air with gay abandon. We hope 
that in the near future they will be able to pit their 
skill against the Nakuru Judo Club, where Sgt. 
Cameron has already made his number. 

The Saddle Club, controlled by Lt. Dunn and 
W.O. If Symon, has now acquired 6 h orses and is 
proving a popular activity. Up to now the horses 
have had to be kept at the farm, some 10 mi les away. 
but as a result of some skilfu l scrounging on Mr. 
Dunn's pa rt, he has " lifted " a hut from Nairobi and 
this is now being re-erected as stables near the R.H.A. 
camp a matter of two miles away. We hope that 
with the horses nearer at hand more use will be 
made of them. 

The Safari Club now possess a long wheel base 
Landrover and expeditions have been made to loca l 
game reserves. We understand some pretty hair 

raiSing film was taken by Capt. D. C. K. Brown of 
a rhino charging the Landrover (driver Capt. 
Martineau). 

The Sailing Club is now a going concern with 
parties going out to Lake Naivasha (20 miles south 
of Gilgil) and using the Enterprise dinghies of the 
Services Sailing Club. It is at Zanzibar however, that 
the main aquasport and sailing activities take place. 
The detachment has four boats and there are also 
facili ties for deep sea fishing, goggling and we hope 
in the near future water-ski-ing and diving with 
aqualungs. 

The Tennis Club has some fifteen members but 
the difficulty at present is finding somewhere to play. 
We hope however to construct two courts in the 
Barracks. 

The Twelve Bore Club, run by Lt. Bruce, sends 
parties out most weekends to shoot over the farm or 
on local estates where the owners very kindly have 
given us permission. The most interesting bag so 
far appears to be a fifteen foot python shot on the 
Battalion farm by Lt. Oxley. 

ARRIVAL/DEPARTURES 
We welcome Capts. I. D. Martineau and E. F. 

Gordon on their return to the Regiment. Also 2/Lts. 
Kinghorn and Gerrard who have just joined on 
commissioning. 

Our best wishes go with Major M. M. Makgill 
Crighton Maitland on his posting to the London 
Scottish and with Lt. K. I. H. Lumsden on joining 
the Recruiting Staff in Aberdeen. 

BIRTHS 
22491886 Pte. and Mrs. Downie, a son Michael. 
14465195 Sgt. and Mrs. MacDonald, a son Ronald 

Helmut. 
23547980 Pte. and M rs. McDonald, a daughter Fiona 

Fairburn. 
23801499 Pte. and Mrs. Graham, a daughter Shona 

Ann. 
23505575 Pte. and Mrs. McNeil, a daughter Edna. 
23735889 Pte. and Mrs. Hardie, a son Robertson. 
22772367 Pte. and M rs. McMillan, a daughter Helen 

Margaret. 
22804584 Cpl. and Mrs. Ogg. a son Robin Alexander. 
22804165 Cpl. and M rs. Lesl ie, a daughter Carol Ann. 
23672567 L /Cpl. a nd Mrs. Masson, a son Denis. 
23484213 Cpl. and Mrs. Carter, a daughter Linda 

Theresa. 
22548774 L/Cpl. and Mrs. McNamara, a son 

Michael. 
23815040 Pte. and Mrs. Smith, a daughter Maureen. 
23801470 L/Cpl. and Mrs. Thomson, a daughter 

Lesley. 
23807582 Pte. and Mrs. Littlejohn. a son Alexander. 
23531654 L/Cpl. and M rs. McBain, a daughter 

Larraine Mairi. 
238 15015 Pte. Chapman to Ann Stevenson. 

MARRIAGES 
23674491 Pte. Alexander to Margaret Rose Robertson. 
23658788 Cpl. Duguid to Joyce Shena Grant. 
2283531 1 Cpl. Williams to Miss Bassler. 

ATTACHED PERSONNEL 
BIRTHS 

23531679 Sgt. Lynam (R.A.P.C.) and Mrs. Lynam, a 
son Nei l Patrick. 

22980462 Cpl. Boyd (R.A.O.C.) and Mrs. Boyd, a 
daughter Carol. 

DEATHS 
23062004 Cpl. Essex (A.C.C.) died on 5th Feb., 1962. 

t 

., 
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1st BATI'ALION THE GORDON IUGHLANDERS 

STAFF OF APPOINTMENTS LIST - 25th MAY, 1962 

Appointment Rank Name Comm. T.O.S. Duties 

c.o. 

2/I.C. 
Adjt. 

S/Lt.-Col. 

Asst. Adjt./10 

S/Maj. 
S/Capt. 
T /Capt. 

H.Q. Coy. 
o.c. 

2/I.C. 

S/M aj. 

S/Capt. 

Adm. Offr. (PR.I.) 

Sig. Offr. 
Reece Pl. 
Q.M. 
M.T.O. 
R.M.O. 

Paymaster 

Edn. OfTr. 

A. Coy. 
o.c. 

2/I .C. 
Pl. Comd. 

Pl. Comd. 

SfM aj. 
S/Lt. 

T /Capt. 
Maj. (Q.M.) 

Lt. (Q.M.) 

S/Capt. 

S/Maj. 

S/Lt. 

SfM aj . 

SfCapt. 
S/Lt. 

Sp. Sec. Comd. 
2 /Lt. 
S/Lt. 

B Coy. (Zanzibar) 
O .C. S/Maj. 
2/LC. S/Capt. 
Pl. Comd. 2/Lt. 
Pl. Comd. 2/Lt. 
Pl. Comd. S/Lt. 
Sp. Sec. Comd. S/Lt. 

B. C. A NAPIER, 
M.B.E., M .C. (W) 

M. A. C. STEPHEN (W) 
R. D. L. SMART (W) 

A. T. C. BROWN (W) 

J. D . MARTINEAU 

G. D UNCAN (W) 

T.H.G.DUKE 
P. W. GRAHAM 
F. KERNOHAN (W) 
G. DUNN (W) 
J. A . C. FISHER 

(R.A.M.c.) (W) 
P . V. LACEY (R.A.P.C.) 

(W ) 

N. R . WARR EN 
(R .A.E.c.) 

M . H . BU RGE (W) 

D. C. K BROWN (W) 
R. G. D . BRUCE 

R . J . GERRARD 
N. F. M. OXLEY 

J . A. G . TINDALL (W) 
E . F. GORDON 
D . M. H . DU BOULAY 
R . M. KINGHORN 
R . S. FAWCUS 
C. H . VAN DER NOOT 

(W) 

D Coy. 
o.c. S/M aj. R. C. B. CHANCELLOR 

M.B.E. 

2/T.C. 
Pl. Comd. 
Pl. Comd. 
Sp. Sec. Comd. 

S/Capt. 
S/Lt. 
2/Lt. 
S/Lt. 

W. D . R . WEST 
P . J. FITCH 
D. G. HENDRY 
R . J. MacLAGAN 

(W) 

Reg 

R eg 
Reg 

Reg 

Reg 

sse 

Reg 
Reg 
Reg 
Reg 
sse 

sse 

sse 

Reg 

Reg 
Reg 

sse 
Reg 

Reg 
Reg 
Reg 
sse 
Reg 
Reg 

Reg 

R eg 
sse 
Reg 
Reg 

28 June, 61 

6 July, 60 
2 Aug. , 60 

Unit Security Officer 
Unit Mail Officer 

27 Dec., 61 Bn. Editor "Tiger & 
S~hinx " 

P.M.C. Officers' Mess. 
Pipe President 

3 Mar.. 58 O.I.C. Swimming. Civi l 
Labour Officer 

1 Sep .. 59 Sailing Officer 
II Jan .. 61 

23 Apr .. 57 O.I.C. Football 
8 Apr., 61 

16 Oct.. 61 

5 Sep., 60 Mess Secretary (Officers' 
Mess Committee) 

I I D ec., 61 Unit F ire Officer 

30 Sep., 59 

21 D ec., 60 
11 Sep .. 58 

19 May. 62 
11 Sep .. 58 

27 Mar .. 61 
29 Mar., 61 

1 Feb .. 61 
19 May. 62 

3 Feb .. 60 
3 Feb .. 60 

28 Oct., 61 

28 July, 60 
28 Feb., 60 
12 Nov .. 61 
10 May. 61 

O.I.C. Recrui ti ng. Regi-
mental Association 
R epresentati ve 

O.I.C. Safari Club 
O.T.C. 12 Bore Club. 

O.I.C. Tug-o-War 

O.I.C. Hockev Club. 
O.T.C. Fishing Club 

Messing Officer 

( (W)- Indicates wife in station) 
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"A" COMPANY 
The past four months have been unique in two 

ways. Firstly the Company has been relatively 
" stable " in manpower and secondly the manifestly 
different tasks we have been called upon to perform. 
Although we have sa id "farewell " to a number of 
the Company who have been posted to other Com
panies with in the Battalion and other Headquarter 
units in Kenya, we have not, since leaving Edinbu rgh, 
had to say goodbye to anyone leaving the Company 
on release or discharge. A situation which cannot 
have occurred for many years. On the work side we 
have undertaken countless different tasks ranging from 
acting as enemy on exercises to selling entrance 
tickets at an Agricultural Show and Cricket Match. 
These tasks have given many of us a chance to see a 
great deal of Kenya. 

Soon after our arrival in Slim Camp, Gilgil we 
were all hard at work improving the Company and 
Camp a rea in general. Picks and shovels were the 
weapons of the day as ditches were dug to take away 
the occasional torren ti al downpours, concrete slabs 
were laid as paths and general improvements were 
made around our huts. Having completed these 
operations we turned our minds to training. 

No. 4 (Support) Platoon ready for an Air Move 

This has varied from sending individual men on 
courses, to Brigade exercises, a Support Platoon 
Ca~p, a. ~ompany training Camp, Internal Security 
Dnlls, VISits to the Open Range and individual. sec
tion and platoon training in and around the Gilgil 
area. It was whilst carrying out the latter on our 
"flat feet " that we realised how fortunate we had 
been over the past three years to have Armoured 
Personnel Carriers to carry us around the German 
countryside. 

In early February we were sorry to have to say a 
temporary " farewell " to No. 2 Platoon who, under 
Sgt. J. Sharp, departed for Zanzibar on detachment 
with "D " Company. From what we have heard they 
have been kept busy but nevertheless have enjoyed 
life on the island. We are looking forward to seeing 
them back in Gi lgil in the near future. Another 
temporary "farewell " was to Cpl. J. C. Easson and 
L/Cpl. B. Bennett. T hese N.C.O.s were fortunate in 
being selected to proceed to Salisbury in Southern 
Rhodesia for a three to four month attachment to 
the Rhodesian Light Infantry. In their places we 

welcomed Cpl. P. A. Miller and Cpl. M. A. Wright. 
both of the l st Rhodesian Light Infantry. It has 
been a pleasure to have them with us and we only 
hope that they have enjoyed their stay with the 
Company as much as we have enjoyed having them. 

Our first exercise. "Winged Phoenix," only involved 
Company Headquarters who managed, as a Lower 
Control for three days. to keep Battalion Head
quarters busy. For our next exercise we "took to 
the a ir " when a small party flew to Zanzibar in a 
Beverley aircraft of R.A.F. Transport Command to 
take part in a two day Internal Security exercise with 
"D " Company. The exercise was appropriately 
called "Clove Hitch." This visit gave us an oppor
tunity to have a quick look at the Island of Cloves. 
see the fami liar faces of our own No. 2 Platoon and 
finally view. for those who were awake in the air
craft. Mount Kilimanjaro from above the clouds. 
Next we turned ourselves into an aggressive enemy 
force against 2nd Battalion Scots Guards on exercise 
"Fi rebird VIII." For this we travelled far afield to 
Kajiado, to the South West of Nai robi. H ere many 
of us met our fi rst real "game., a t close quarters. 
Zebra. Ostrich. Giraffe and Wildbeest abounded. 
Another visit to the Kajiado area involved us in an 
exerci se where we worked with a Squadron from our 
old friends in Hohne and Celie. the Queen's Royal 
Irish Hussars. 

Exercise Hartney Whitney-" A " Company as part 
of the Covering Forces, delay the enem~

unintentionally ! ! ! 

This exercise w ill probably be remembered by us 
all fo r the amount of ra in which fell and a lso for the 
moment when the Company convoy, moving alono a 
track in the middle of the night without liohts. f017nd 
its~lf in the middle of a herd of giraffe. "Two very 
enJoyable weekends have a lso been spent acti ng as 
enem~ f~r The Kenya Regiment (T.F.); on one 
occasiOn m the area of the massive Menengai Crater 
near Nakuru and the other well north in the Kitale 
area. Training in Internal Security duties was 
enli.vened. wh~n ~e w~re cal led upon to produce 
van ous not Situations m order that coloured photo
graphs could be taken for a film being produced by 
the War Office. We are now eagerl y awaiting the 
finished article. 

A number of visits have been paid to Lion l-lill 
Range near Nakuru where we have established a 
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tented camp and spent ma ny enjoyable days, in 
glorious weather, practicing for our Annual Classi
fication. We also tried our hands a t night compass 
marches, patrols and even challenged the local Masa i 
tribesmen at "throwing spears." How were they to 
know that Cpl. R. 0 . Williams was an ex-B.A.O.R. 
Javelin champion ! ! ! An enjoyable, but ra ther 
wet week, was spent in the Rongai area where we 
established a Company Training Camp. H ere a 
number of us were initiated into the noble art of 
"pig sticking." The only problem was the fact that 
the pigs wouldn't co-operate and failed to "appear 
on parade." 

"A" Com pany " Pig Sticking" Pa rty at Ronga i 
Left to Right : Sgt. P. Cameron, L ieut. R. G. D . 
Bruce, W.O. II G. Symon, Sgt. A. A. Stra thdec, 

Capt. D. C. K. Brown) 

A v1s1t to a Sisal Factory, almost on the equator, 
and fina lly a barbecue, kindly arranged by the local 
farmers, brought a successful camp to a n end. 

Probably the most enjoyable "non military " task 
since our arrival was our visit to Eldoret where we 
undertook the duties of Gate Stewards and Car Pa rk 
Attendants for the Western Kenya Agricultural Show. 
In bea utiful weather we controlled the crowds who 
thronged to enter the ground, a nd in true "Aber
donian" fashion endeavoured to ensure that "all 
paid." T his we feel we did with some success for 
during the two days we handled over £1,500 and at 
the end were only 10/- short. We were able to walk 
around the show ground and soon realised the hos
pitality and friendliness of the good fo lk of the 
Eldoret area . It was appropriate that we should have 
been well to the fore during the show as our Colonel 
in Chief paid a lengthy visit on the final day. 
Another non military task was the occasion when we 
acted as Gate Stewards for a Cricket Match at 
Nakuru between a Commonwealth XI, composed of 
many world famous cricketers, and a local Nakuru 
XL 

No soldier's life is complete without a certa•n 
number of humdrum tasks. We, as a Com pany, have 
had our full share. T hese have varied from dismant
ling huts in a camp in Nairobi , guarding a disused 
camp--again in the Nairobi area, erecting huts in 
our own camp, guarding a tra in from Nairobi to 
Mombasa and finally assisting when a train was 

derailed near the camp. Who says a soldier's life 
is dull ? 

H owever one's time is no t always spent on training 
or duties. Each week has seen two or more of the 
Company leave Nairobi on the night train for a 
spell of leave at the "Silversands " Leave Centre on 
the coast near Mombasa. Here they have swum and 
tried their hands at goggle and deep sea fishing in 
the fantastically clear waters of the Indian Ocean. 
Others have lazed on the silver sand of the beaches 
and, in one or two cases, have returned to Gilgil 
having suffered with courageous si lence the terrible 
afflictions of burnt and stinging flesh. Others have 
been fortunate in staying with local farmers where 
they have had an opportunity of "returning to the 
plough." 

Extra M ural Aclivities a t the Battalion Farm 
Left to Right: Pte. D . McKnight, Cpl. R. 0. Williams, 
Lieut. N. F . M. Oxley, Sgt. M . Lynham, R .A.P .C., 

P te. J . B. R. Mortimer 

Many more have taken advantage of the Battalion 
Clubs and Societies - Fishing, Gliding, 12 Bore, 
Cycling and many more, while a few stalwarts have 
set forth on their own to explore the country by 
hiking and camping. Mention must be made here 
of Captain D. C. K . Brown's encounter with a 
hippopotamus whilst boating on Lake Naivasha 
which resulted in a n upturned boat and a wet 
Company Second in Command. 

In the sporting field we have not been idle. 
Numerous games of football have been played. Pte. 
J. W. Bremner and Pte. W. Leys have both been 
regular members of the Battalion team. In the 
Inter-P latoon Knock Out Competition we managed 
to make it a n all "A " Company final with No. 1 
Platoon and No. 4 Platoon fighting it out. The high
l ight of our sporting achievements must however be 
the success gained by our entrants in the Rift Valley 
Novices Boxing Competition. The following all won 
their weight : Cpl. R. 0. Williams, Ptes. A. Duncan, 
l. G. MacDonald, R. Rutherford, while L/Cpl. A. 
Cohen frightened off all comers in the heavyweight 
contest and won the ti tle on a walkover. Not satisfied 
with the Company winning five cups L/Cpl. W. Ross 
proceeded to win the cup for the best stylist. 

We have had to say farewell to the following who 
have left us on posting to units in the Nairobi area: 
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. • . and the H ippo tipped me in 

Captain D. C. K. Brown after his argument with a 
Hippopotamus on Lake Naivasha 

Cpl. P . Markie, L/Cpl. J . McKeown and Ptes. N . 
Dickson, C. Hay and J. Gordon. The fo llowing, 
although they have left the Company, are still to be 
found within the Battalion: Cpl. R. Leslie a nd Ptes. 
R. Blenkinsop. P. Bradley and T. R obertson with the 
Recconnaisance Platoon, Pte. W . Groombridge armed 
with ha mmer and chi sel in the Pioneers Shop, Pte. 
J . McDona ld now resplendent in a chef's hat in the 
Cookhouse, Pte. M . M cVicar keeping the Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants contented as a Mess Waiter, 
Cpl. R. Harman hidden behind maps in the Intelli
gence Section, Ptes. A . Duguid and E . Hannah as 
budding "Stirling Moss's" in the M.T. Platoon. Pte. 
A . Ritchie wi th " B " Company and finally Pte. I. G. 
MacDona ld. now in the exalted rank of L/Cpl.. as a 
Regimenta l Policeman. 

We have welcomed back Ptes. H . Fulston. J . 
Gallagher and N. Stewart all of whom were left 
behind in B.A.O.R. o r U.K. for various reasons. T he 
fo llowing joined after training at Fort George: Ptes. 
H . Cooper. T. Marti n, D . Morrison, J. Reid. H . 
S impson a nd W. Smith. We hope they will be with 
us for a long time. F inally we welcomed the follow
ing on transfer from other Companies in the 
Battalion, C pls. J. Gill ies and A. Reid, Ptes. A . Bain, 
T. Foley, D . H ooper a nd K. Young. 

We cannot end these notes without saying how 
sorry we have been to hea r that we are shortly to 
lose Sgt. A. A. Strathdee to H.Q. 24 Infantry Brigade 
Group. "Ada m " has been with the Company for 
some considerable time. His jokes and stories of " far 
gone days " will be sadl y missed. It is good to hea r 
that he is no t going too far afield and so we will. no 
doubt, be seeing him on odd occasions. 

We would like to take this opportunity to con
gratulate the following on their promotions : to 
Sergeant, Sgt. J . Sharp. To Corporals. Cpls. W . 
Ewen, A. Ogg, B. D . Scrathcer and R . 0. Willia ms. 

To L/Corporals, L/Cpls. B. Bennett, J . N . Conn. L. T . 
McLaren, A. R obertson, W. Ross and N . Warden. 

Wedding of Cpl. R. 0. Williams to M iss Erika Bassler 
at Church of Goodwill, Gilgil 

Left to Right : Matron of Honour- M rs. R . Leslie 
Bride and Groom 

Best Mao-Pte. K. S. Welch 

Finall y we would a ll like to congratulate Cpl. R. 
0 . Wi ll ia ms on his recent ma rriage to Miss Erika 
Bassler. As Cpl. Williams is a " dab ha nd " with a 
bow a nd a rrow we hope that fo r both of them the 
" dear " season will never end and the "grouse " 
season never start. 

We in " A " Company now look fo rwa rd to the 
next quarter a nd, no doubt. to the many varied tasks 
tha t we will again be called upon to perform in 
Kenya. 

No. 3 PLATOON 

It had been a good week's training at Kampi Ya 
Moto near Rongai. The Platoon had worked ha rd. 
played hard, and had even indulged in a midnight 
bathe, fully equipped and in some cases almost 
totally submerged ! They had just returned to Gilgil 
bronzed and fit after their dai ly period of P.T. at 
6.45 a.m. a nd the " Quarty's " dish "par excellence " 
- Porn Semolina with Vani lla flavouring. Even the 
Platoon Commander seemed reinvigorated having 
sampled the Lower M olo. or perhaps it was the 
Upper Molo air at 9,000 ft. Alas, his new found 
peace of mind was shattered when an irate "Sunray" 
boomed across the Tarta n Table in the Company 
Office-" and where are your Platoon Notes ? " 
Knowing the penalties that are innicted on persons 
who do not write their notes in time. 3 Platoon editor 
forsook his new found peace of m ind and tried to 
remember what on earth the Platoon had done since 
they had arrived in Kenya. On fi rst considerations 
a ll that could come to mind was " dra ins" which he 
felt was not a 'ery interesting topic to readers. After 
a sho rt " doze " the haze clea red and pen was put 
to paper. 

Since our arrival in Gilgil the duties the Platoon 
has had to perform have indeed been diverse and in 
many cases very interesting. They have ranged from 
acting as enemy to the Kenya Regiment (T.F.), 
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Brigade Schemes, and Company Camps to looking 
after lions, leopards and cheetahs at the Western 
K~nya Agricultural Show and selling tickets at a 
cncket match. "Flexibili ty" is indeed our main 
characteristic. 

To many of the Platoon, on first arriving Kenya 
appeare~ to be a vast impersonal expanse 'of land 
predon:unated by "chocolate shapes;, who were, 
accordmg to popular opinion in the United Kingdom 
down trodden by the white man. Now however ou; 
opinio~s ha~e changed. Although Kenya may lack 
the bnght hghts we knew in Celie in the form of 
the "Gala X,"" The Corner House," " Smokey Joe's" 
and others, the hospitality the Platoon has received 
has been more than generous. Pte. P. G. Learmouth 
has spent a number of weekends with a family in 
Nakuru, showing them his native ability in ploughing. 
Pte. D. McKnight and his interpreter Pte. A. Robert
son haye been off to Rongai living on a farm. Pte. 
B. Cra_1g has b_een _seen disappearing, fishing rod in 
hand, m the d1rectwn of the Kinangop. These are 
but a few examples of the hospitality the Platoon 
has received. 

From the training point of view two very good 
weekends have been spent with the Kenya Regiment 
(T.F.). ~he first at the Menengai Crater doing 
ambush dnll~ and the second at Kitale acting as 
enemy terronsts. It was on the latter occasion that 
the Platoo~ 's simulation of an angry mob at Hoey's 
Bndge Statwn was so realistic that the Station Master 
actually telephoned the Police, whom we were in 
fact exercising on the scheme ! On both occasions 
the hospitality received from the Kenya Regiment 
(T.F.) was excellent and in some cases certain mem
bers returned both "battle " and "bottle " weary. 

Exercise " Clove Hitch " provided certain members 
of the Platoon with an excellent break in Zanzibar. 
Having flown there in a Beverley a ircraft we took 
part in a Cordon and Search operation on arrival. 
The journey back was somewhat a larming to say the 
least. T he Platoon felt it was alright the R.A.F. 
showing the flag over the Islands of Zanzibar and 
Pemba but it really wasn't on to do so at flagstaff 
level in a Beverley. 

Part of No. 3 Platoon ready to move on an 
Air Exercise 

Standing, left to right : Pte. N. Donald, Pte. R. A. 
Stephen (Pte. M. McVicar, L/Cpl. (now Cpl.) W. 
Ewen, Pte. H. A. D. Angus, Pte. D. McKnight, Pte. 

B. Craig, Pte. A. Robertson. 
Kneeling : L/Cpl. (now Cpl.) R. 0. Williams 

_Ex~rcise "Firebird VIII " provided the Platoon 
with 1ts first real taste of soldierino on foot at Com
pany level. · Quite ~pa rt from this "the Kajiado area, 
10 wh1ch the exerc1se took place, was more like a 
game park, with all the different a nimals there than 
an exercise area. They were indeed so nu~erous 
that a certain sentry, while on duty, executed the 
most excellent challenging procedure on a Gnu ! It 
was on this exercise that a certain well known a nd 
versed Malayan veteran was actually captured by the 
2nd Battalion Scots Guards ! General opinion is 
that had it been thicker country the enemy just 
wouldn't have caught him. 

During the weekends members of the Platoon have 
been engaged in many differing forms of extramural 
activity. The fishermen , Sgt. A. A. Strathdee, Ptes. 
R Craig, R . S. C. Malcolm, A. Robertson a nd K. S. 
Welch are usually seen disappearino in the direction 
of the Battalion farm where the River Melawa pro
vides a good breakfast of trout for a ll. The shooters 
headed by the " Toothless Wonder" Pte. D : 
McKnight, the Club's unofficial and unpaid game
keeper, exercise themselves in the area of the 
Battalion farm where they seem to inflict a certain 
amount of damage, much to Lieut. R. G. D. Bruce's 
~isgust who appears to be somewhat shortsighted a t 
times and shoots the most inedible specimens. The 
" toothless wonder " seems to get more accurate each 
week and anything that moves has " had it ! " Closely 
a ll1ed to the 12 Bore Club, the Robin Hoods' headed 
by Cpl. R. 0. Williams, till disaster in the form of 
marriage overtook him, roam round the local Sher
wood Forests armed with bows and arrows and 
dressed in the most o riginal attire. Pte. J . F. Forbes 
is often to ~e seen either pedalling at vast speed a long 
the local h1ghways on a P.R.T. " racing model " or 
sitti ng sedately in a glider at Lanet ai rfield w ith the 
Gl i?ing Club. The Platoon Sergeant, when he is not 
telhng us about his war stories, when we were all 
still at school , has a lso been seen in a oJider on a 
number of occasions. " 

Within the P latoon we welcome L /Cpls. J. N. Conn 
and A. Cohen from No. I Platoon. Ptes. D. Hooper, 
D . Morrison. J . Reid and W . Smith from the Train
ing Depot. We have said goodbye to Ptes. A. Duguid 
and E. Hannah who have gone to the M.T., Cpl. W. 
Ewen to No. 2 Platoon and our Gaelic speaker. Pte. 
M. McKmnon on loan to the P .R.I. to drive the 
Battalion taxi . For the last kind deed we hope that 
No. 3 Platoon will receive special "cut " rates. 

We are also very pleased to have Cpl. P. A . Miller 
from the 1st Rhodesian Light Infantry. His know
ledge and efficiency have impressed us a ll. 

The big social event of the quarter has been Cpl. 
R. 0. Williams' marriage to Miss Erika Bassler from 
Scheuen near Celie. Pte. K. S. Welch was best man 
a nd the Platoon Commander found himself the 
nearest to marriage he has been so far, by giving the 
charming bride away. L/Cpl. A. Cohen a nd Pte. W. 
Smith were ushers and the Platoon attended to a man 
to wish them both all future happiness. 

As we end these notes for the qua rter the Platoon 
has just returned from another exercise in the Kajialo 
area . Who knows. by next quarter we may even be 
in Timbuktu. Versatility and flexibility out here in 
Kenya are indeed a great part of our training. 
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No. 4 (SUPPORT) PLATOON 
Once the Battalion had settled down in Gilgil and 

had organised its drainage system the Support Platoon 
was able to start training with the Battalion 3in. 
Mortar and Anti Tank Gun Cadres to bring it up to 
the standard required for any emergency. These 
Cadres were very successful, the climax being a two 
we~k <:'lmp in the llhanga Hills, North East of 
Na!fobJ. An area which has the only range in Kenya 
where battle procedures can be combined with the 
live firing of the Batta lion Support Weapons. Apart 
from the excellent trai n ing faci lities, the a rea con
tained an abundance of wild li fe, which. on one 
oc~sion. p roved excit ing when an angry pair of 
rhtno attacked the Platoon during a section ti re and 
movement exercise. 

After thi s camp the Platoon travelled with the 
Company to E ldoret for the Western Kenya Agri
cu_ltural Show. ~ere L/CpL A. Robertson met up 
wtth a couple of grass wtdows" but on seeing that 
they only owned a small Ford car soon gave up. In 
early March the Platoon went to Kitale with No. 3 
Platoon for three days to act as enemy against the 
Kenya Regiment (T.F.). In this area the farmers 
were extremely kind to us all and some of us were 
fortunate in being given excellent meals to supple
ment our "compo " rations. On return ing to Gilgil 
we were fortunate to be invited to visit a coffee farm 
near Nakuru. Mr. Chaundy, the farm manager. 
showed us round and it was a joy to see such a well 
o rganised establishment. After v is iting the pla nt
ations and dairy we were all given a really fine tea 
which reminded many of us of home. For this we 
were indebted to M rs. C haundy who must have spent 
hours a t her oven to provide enough for 14 hungry 
" J ocks." Our next commitment was to join with 
No. 1 Platoon in an Interna l Security Demonstration 
fo r some War Office photographs. For this, Sgt. A. 
Pa ttillo fo und a n excellent loca l village which made 
a colourful background. Some days la ter the Platoon 
aga in joined with No. I Platoon to g ive a demon
stration of our drills to the Acting General Officer 
Commanding East Africa Command. Brigadier M. W. 
Biggs. O .B.E., B.A .. who came to visi t the Battalion. 

Our exercises started with "Firebird VIII " when 
we travelled to Kaj iado. 45 miles south west o( 

airobi. Fo r this exercise we left our Mortars and 
Gu~s behind and lowered ourselves to the depths of 
a Rtfle Platoon. The last day was definitely the most 
eventful when we spent the whole night patrolling 
aga inst the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards. Cpl. M. A. 
Wright. a ttached to the Platoon from the I st Rhod
esian Light Infantry, made an excellent job of 
capturing 14 sleeping Guardsmen with his 4 ma n 
patroL Pte. A. ("Speedy") Smith must take the 
c~edit for finding them whilst he was looking, in the 
pttch black of night, for a suitable position for our 
own patroL 

Immediately we returned from Kajiado we moved 
to Lion Hill Ra nge to practice for our Annua l Range 
Classification. When we returned to G ilgil we were 
able to get down to a quick bit of Mortar and A nti 
Tank Gun Drills before visiting the Menegai Crater 
where we were responsi ble for providing a demon
station of Infantry Support Weapons for the Kenya 
Regiment (T.F.). the J 1 th Battalion The King's 
African Rifles a nd other local units. 

The show of fire power from the support weapons 
went well except for the time when the Fire Con-

troller shouted "Fire " and nothing happened. He 
then shouted " Cease F ire ,. a nd was horrified to find 
a ll the weapons immediately firing at the rapid rate. 
Were o ur faces red ! During our four day stay at 
~he crater Sgt. A. Arthur excelled himself by produc
tng excellent meals and even the complaints of 
footballer Pte. J. W. Bremner and boxer Pte. J. G. 
MacDonald fell on deaf ears and satisfied stomachs. 

Mobat Gun Crew of No 4 (Support) Platoon 
in action 

All through our train ing sport has been our worst 
enemy. The Platoon seems to be cursed by havi ng 
nothtng but sportsmen who are always out of Lieut. 
N. F. M. Oxley's reach. Pte. J. W. Bremner goes off 
to the football p itch. Pte. A. Duncan to the football 
pitch o r boxing ri ng, whichever is in season. and Pte. 
l. G. MacDonald to the boxing r ing. However the 
latter has now been transferred to H.Q. Company as 
a Regimental Policeman. On the other hand we have 
done well in sport. Our chief achievement was 
managing to reach the final of the Inter-Platoon Foot
ball Competition with no more than 14 men at our 
disposaL We had managed to knock out the giants 
in the Battalion one by one only to be beaten in the 
final by No. I Platoon in the Company. Still there 

3 inch Mortar Detachment from No.4 (Support) 
Platoon in action 
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is the six a side competition to look forward to in 
the future. We cannot end without mentioning our 
great defence on the pitch, Pte. J. B. R. Mortimer 
in goal. 

F inally we welcome Ptes. A. S. Martin and D. 
Mackie to the Platoon and hope that they will soon 
appreciate our weird habits with Mortars and Guns. 
We are disappointed to think about the imminent 
departure of one of our three National Servicemen, 
L/Cpl. N. Warden. He has been part of the back 
bone of the Platoon since its formation. We a re 
sorry to lose him and only hope that one day we 
may yet see him back. 

"B" COMPANY 
At the time of writing your Editor is preparing to 

take the advance party of the Company to Zanzibar 
where we will be in residence for three months ; 
luckily this is the best time of the year, being both 
cool and dry. 

Many changes have taken place since we wrote 
last. The following have joined : Cpl. Moir, Cpl. 
Young 04, L /Cpl. Gilroy, Ptes. Adams, Bain, 
Beveridge, Brechin, Clark 93, Davidson 308, Grant 
60, Greening, Hardie 66, Hastings, James, Murison, 
Murphy, Petrie, Ritchie, Robertson and Sutherland 
91, and we are very pleased to see them. Capt. Ewan 
Gordon has also rejoined the Company from the 
School of Infantry, to do the same job-as Company 
2 i/c-after a break of just on six years, and also to 
reform an old partnership he had with C.S.M. Les 
Dunn in Cyprus. 

We have lost some old faces, Capt. Dick Murison 
to H.Q. Company and a Company Commander's 
course in U.K., Sgt. Ashley to 24 Brigade H.Q. and 
promotion to C/Sgt., and then there is Frost. Frost 
has been in the Company for just over two years. He 
has led us to victory on football and basketball 
pitches on many occasions and bas probably been 
better known in Company and Battalion circles than 
most. Also posted from this Company are : Cpl. 
Hamilton, L/Cpl. Hampson and Pte. McLean to 
Defence Platoon, 24 Brigade ; Pte. Park as store
man, 24 Brigade ; Cpl. Donald, Ptes. Aitken, 
Crumpton and Young 33 to the Battalion Reece 
Platoon ; Pte. Chapman to the job of Postal 
Courier ; Pte. Cooper to the Ration Stores ; Pte. 

Major J. A. G. Tindall 

Mundie as Battalion Butcher ; Pte. Houston as Regi
mental Cook ; Ptes. Farquhar and Rankin 36 to 
H .Q. Signals Platoon ; Ptes. Makepeace, Skinner 
and Sutherland to the Pipes and Drums; P tes. 
Donald 60, McCombie and Hendry to the M.T. 
Platoon ; Pte. Hastings to the Battalion farm ; Pte. 
Macintosh to the Sergeants' Mess ; Pte. Mills to 
H.Q. Company as a batman ; L/Cpl. Stewart to the 
Regimental Police ; and Pte. Bain 30 to " A " 
Company. 

Kenya has held for us surprises. both good and 
bad. The kindness of the settlers is hard to beat. 
Soldiers have been entertained during leave (Ptes. 
Dey, McPherson, Thomson 14, Donald and Gill), and 
many have been asked to meals. Jn addition many 
of the farmers have invited us to train on their land, 
Mrs. Cartwright and Mr. Cooper especially. 

Mr. Cooper let us camp on his land from the 27th 
to the 31 st of March and to use it for training pur
poses, and provided us with a lodge and five gallons 
of free milk a day. We arrived on the afternoon of 
the 27th of March in a torrential downpour which, 
although it dampened most things, did not dampen 
our spirits. 

C.S.M. Dunn and men of " B " Company at 
Coopers Farm 

The training consisted of demonstrations and 
exercises of the Sections and Platoons in the attack, 
target indication and fire control. Finally all these 
lessons were put into practice on the last day, when 
each Section and Platoon did an attack on a 
competitive basis. 

The men who were detailed fo r these demonstra 
tions worked very hard morning and afternoon and 
achieved some really worthwhile results. They 
included : Sgts. Ashley, Fraser, Hutton, L/Cpl. 
Thomson, Ptes. Davidson 708, Birse and Sim, not 
forgetting the good work of MacKay 82 and his Bren 
Gun who acted as enemy. 

The 28th of March dawned fine and clear. and 
under the direction of Lt. Robin Fawcus, we all 
refreshed our memories on Section and Platoon 
attacks. This was an eye opener for all, for 
a lthough the tactics had changed little since last year. 
greater emphasis was laid on the action of each 
individual than was ever done in the past. 

The next two days were spent on target indication 
and fire control, and on the last day was held the 
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competition for the best Section and Platoon in the 
attack. T his was enjoyed by all and needless to say 
there were the usual heated discussions in the beer 
tent that night as to the merits of each Platoon. Cpl. 
Gribble won the Section competition and Sgt. Hutton 
the Pla toon competition. 

Most afternoons were spent playing football and 
other sports, while certain hardy members of the 
Company climbed Mount Longonot. 

Cpl. McDonald and Ptes. Murison, Greening, 
Robertson and Murray 

It can be fairly said that we improved the standard 
of field training in those three days. We hope to get 
out into the countryside as often as possible and try 
to make the training progressive. 

Sgt. Will has left us for a period of four months 
on an a ttachment to the Rhodesian Army, and we 
have, in return. attached to us Sgt. Kerr and Cpls. 
Booth and Knoetze to whom we extend a warm 
welcome and hope that they will enjoy themselves 
during their four months stay. 

On Monday the 12th of February " B " Company 
took over the Ceremonial Guard at Flagstaff H ouse, 
at the residence of the G.O.C. , Major General R . E. 
Goodwin, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., in Nairobi from 3 
R.H.A. We were honoured with a visit from His 
Royal H ighness, The D uke of Gloucester and the 
Earl of Caithness. With No. 2 Platoon in Zanz ibar 
the C.S.M. and C.Q.M.S. had quite a headache pick
ing the G uard from the remainder of the Company, 
as it is a very limited number who fit their No. 3 
Dress jackets. Nevertheless all went well and the 
eighteen days in Nairobi were most enjoyable, when 
not on duty of course. Most of our spare time was 
spent swimming at the Y.M.C.A. Pool and seeing the 
night life of the capital of Kenya. There were a lso 
two very interesting trips to the Royal National Park, 
thanks to Mr. Hendry's arrangements . The Guard 
was an interesting experience and it is likely that 
there will be no Jack of volunteers for a similar duty. 

We had ten days at Lion H ill Range doing our 
Annual Classification in both Rifle and L.M.G. The 
scores were good with No. 2 Platoon winning the 
shield fo r the Platoon with the highest aggregate. 

Several trips were made to Lanet Lodge where by 
day we swam and by night relaxed with tombola, 
billiards, ping pong, and beer. 

We have had a fair crack at doing Duty Company 
but even so we managed to play some football with 
Pte. Traynor giving vocal advice to both sides as 
well as playing. I n addition several outings have been 
made. Over Easter a party went up Mount Longonot 
whilst others visited Thompsons Falls, others went to 
Hell's Gate. which is a deep gorge that twists for five 
miles in the area of Lake Naivasha. On this 
occasion the Padre was asked if be wanted to come 
with us, but tactfully declined ! Parties have gone 
riding on the Battalion farm, have gone gliding, 
fishing, shooting and made use of the P.R.!. bicycles, 
though in the latter case it is a question of the first 
come, first served as the Cycle Club is probably the 
best patronised in the Battalion, but also there are 
only twenty two bicycles as yet although we are told 
more are on order. 

A dozen of the Company went to see " Ben Hur " 
mid May and enjoyed all three fours fifty minutes 
of it. The party recovered in the Junior Ranks Club 
in Nakuru before retu rning to Gilgil. 

Bisset and Gordon have been keeping their hands 
in at their trades maintaining Capt. Gordon's and Lt. 
Fawcus's car on the road. The main job so far has 
been the repair of the off side rear w ing after a hit 
and run accident with another car. 

The Company has had three regular players for 
the Battalion football team, Ptes. Gordon Geddes, 
Stan Macintosh and Jackie Stewart. F raser has been 
unable to play due to a leg injury though he had been 
out training most afternoons with them. 

Messrs. Hendry and Du Boulay have been loaned 
to " D " Company in Zanziba r and have been com
manding Platoons there under Major R. C. B. 
Chancellor, M.B.E. 

THE MORTAR SECIION 
The Mortar Section and Anti-Tank Section are 

now well established as the Support Platoon of each 
Company. We hadn't long left our native land and 
settled in Kenya, when it was up sticks and off to 
Ithanga Hi!Js on detachment for Support Weapons 
fir ing. Ithanga is about 120 miles the other side of 
Gilgil from Nairobi, it is about 2,000 feet lower than 
Gilgil so as a result it was a great deal warmer. 

A fa ir amount of firing was carried out with con
siderable success and, although limited by the Jack 
of transport and the small number of bombs avail
able, experience was gained by everybody f rom the 
Platoon Commander to Pte. Jones who carried his 
water bottle fa ithfully wherever he went though it 
was not discovered what it conta ined. 

One afternoon we had a break from Mortaring and 
went to watch the Game Warden inspect and cut off 
the horns of the rhino that the Anti-tank Platoon 
had inadvertentl y shot. 

On another occasion we got out of camp and went 
to do some training on the farm where Mr. Van D er 
Noot Jives. Here the farmer produced a magnificent 
bunch of sixty bananas for our N.A.A.F.I. break ; 
it was also here that the Platoon Commander's car 
was used as the Command Vehicle. It survived the 
ordeal and is sometimes seen chugging into camp 
just in time for Muster Parade. 

We can certainly call ourselves Jacks of all Trades, 
for apart from Mortaring we a re experts at digging 
drains and pulling down huts and we also did well 
at the Annual Classifications and now boast a few 
marksmen. On top of all this. we leave with the 
Company on 21st May for Zanzibar as a. Rifte 
Platoon. 
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THE ANTI-TANK SECfiON 
The Anti-Tank Section has a six weeks' cadre to 

remind us of a nything that we had forgotten since 
those last hectic days in Germany when we first 
learned our new trade. Along with all the M orta r 
Sections of the Batta lion we went to the lthanga Hills 
firing area. We felt that we could be satisfied with 
our zeroing of the guns when we spl it a tree trunk 
of 8 inches diameter a t a ra nge of 700 ya rds. 

After the night shoot we had all had a la ugh on 
Pte. G ranger when he discovered the next morning 
that he had sho t the Tampion out of his gun during 
the night. 

We are looking fo rward to our spell as a Rifle 
Platoon down at Zanzibar. where from all reports a 
good, though busy time, is had by all. 

"D" COMPANY & ZANZIBAR DETACHMENT 
lt seems to be a considerable time since T iger and 

Sphinx notes were last written and a lot of water has 
passed under the bridge since then. 

After a very pleasant voyage on the Oxfordshire 
we a rrived in Gilgil to find that we had been ear
ma rked as the fi rst company to take over the Zanzibar 
detachment from the Coldstream Guards. the single 
men of the Company were extremely pleased to leave 
the tented mud bath of Gilgil for the golden sands 
and palm trees of Zanzibar. 

5 Platoon at Paje 
L/Cpl. Cavanagh, Ptes. Robertson, Hcllaby, 
Farquharson, Thompson, Riach and Adams 

Zanziba r has proved to have been an ex tremely 
enjoya ble tour despite the fa irly intensive patrolling, 
which on a lot of occasions was made extremely 
unpleasant by heavy rain or the intense humid heat 
which was with us the first two months of our tour. 

l t is rather difficult to continue the notes as purely 
Company notes as we owe a lot to the remainder of 
the detachment who have helped to administer us 
and have ta ken a very full part in our everyday lives. 

On the 24th April the detachment sent No. 3 
Pla toon up to Pemba to show the flag and get some 
idea of the geography of the island : they were 
accommodated in the most luxurious of accommod
ation in the Government rest house at Chake Chake. 
I don't think that 834 Police Constable Pius will 
forget the Gordon Highlanders for some time to 
come: be was attached to the Platoon as an inter
preter and made himself very popular with the 
Platoon a nd just couldn"t bring himself to book the 

M .T.O. Pemba for driving his five ton gearless, 
brakeless truck on the wrong side of the road. Whyte 
created what must be a precedent in Zanzibar by 
being the Platoon cook and remaining popular, he 
did a n extremely good job ably assisted by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Sgt. Dryburgh. 

Whilst in Zanzibar we have had a large number of 
distinguished visitors including Lady Hull , the wife 
of the C. LG.S., General Goodwin and his wife and 
the Colonel of the Regiment. We succeeded in com
bining business with pleasure by taking them out on 
one of our favourite free time excursions to Prison 
Isla nd, to see the tortoises presented by Queen 
Victoria to Zanz ibar. We hope they enjoyed the 
unsurpassed beauty of the undersea world on the 
coral reef surrounding the Island where goggle fish ing, 
our favourite pastime, is at its best. 

No. 2 Platoon at the time of writing appea r to have 
more a rrests to their credit that the whole Zanzibar 
Police Force. The police constables with the patrols 
appea r to need very little encouragement from the 
pa trol commanders to arrest people for the most 
weird offences; one that springs to mind is of two 
Africans arrested for sleeping in a bus. 

Det. Hockey Team 
S/Sgt. Clifton, R .A.P.C., L /Cpl. Taylor, L/Cpl. 

McBain, Lt. Maclagan, Sgt. Greenhowc. 
Cpl. Sheppard, R.E., L/Cpl. Davidson, Lt. Fitch 

(Capt.), Cpl. Reilly, Cpl. Breen 
Pte. Bruce 

The detachment has managed to field a very suc
cessful hockey team from. in some cases. completely 
untrai ned material. They have had some extremely 
good games and those aga inst the Young Goans, a ll 
of whom a re sportsmen to the core, wi ll long be 
remembered. 

The detachment football team got off to a late sta rt 
but is improving rapidly and should reach its peak 
just as we are due to leave Zanzibar. 

The Platoon in Pemba were fortunate to avo id 
the extremely heavy rains that occurred at the end 
of April and, although exaggerated in the newspapers, 
were most unpleasant. A fortnight after they fell . 
the Fire Brigade were still pumping out the flooded 
areas of the camp and the monsoon ditches around 
the tents. 

Operationall y we have been kept fai rl y busy sup
porting the police in preventing trouble. Some of 
the patrolling has been very interesting especially 
when the pol ice have asked for our co-operation in 
making a rrests and setting up road blocks in the town. 
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Tt is always interesting to read of the day's work in 
the following day's newspapers. Our proud boast ts 
that the crime rate in the African quarter of the 
town, Ngambo, has gone down by over 40% since 
we took over from the Coldstream Guards. 

OFFICERS' MESS STAFF 
On the Battalion's arrival at Gilgil the Officers' 

Mess Staff were faced with a busy time. Many 
improvements were made in the Mess, including the 
procuring of an arch from the Kenya Farmers' 
Association for the front door by the Mess Sergeant. 
The Mess soon became reasonably habitable inside, 
a nd a great deal of work was done to make a garden 
and lawn. The Mess itself is small, and nothing 
better than a long hut, with a low corrugated iron 
roof. A Twynham hut is in process of erection 
which wi ll become the dining room. and another hut 
when it is completed should enable each subaltern 
to have his own room. 

No sooner had the Mess taken shape that th e flood 
of V.I.P. visitors appeared for lunches or morning 
coffee. One of the first was the Secretary of State 
for War. In February there were three cocktai l 
parties very close together. The first was at a tent 
run by the Officers' Mess at the Nakuru Sports Club, 
where a local team was playing the touring Common
wealth XI. A week later there was a Beating of 
Retreat followed by a cocktai l party in the Mess for 
their Royal Highnesses the Duke a nd Duchess of 
G loucester. This was followed by another party at 
which we entertained the local civilians who had 
shown us much hospitality since our arrival. There 
was nothing then for two months, until a small 
informal party was held which went on into the early 
hours and at which the Gordonairs, the P.R.I. dance 
band,' played. Next month the first Guest N ight wi ll 
be held, when the new dining room is rea~y. . 

In April, the Mess Staff had some. lime Ill whtch 
to relax. Ptes. MacAskill a nd Bermmgham went to 
the leave centre at Malindi, on the coast, for ten 
days, which they thoroughl y enjoyed. Pte. l:la rdie 
spent some leave with a local farmer. MacAsktl~ J:as 
become an enthusiastic member of the local ghdmg 
club no doubt encouraged by the P.M.C. whose offi<:e 
is f~ll of aeronautical detail. MacAskill looks as tf 
he wi ll soon qualify for his. licence. A~ the end of 
April Sgt. Campbell orgamsed an outmg for the 
staff to Carr Hartley's game farm near T homson 
Falls. where many ferocious animals were seen a nd 

Left to right . Pte. Fyfe, Sgt. Campbell, 
Pte. Macaskill, Pte. Cameron, L/Cpl. Roberts 

photographed. A minibus was hired for this 
occasion. 

There have recently been a number of changes. A 
new Mess Committee is forming, and Captain Mar
tineau has taken over the duties of P.M .C. from 
Captain Murison who has had th is duty since August 
1961. Pte. Hutchinson has left the Army and hopes 
to get a job with the Rhodesian Railways. Ptes. 
Tarlton and Barrack are due to go home in June. 
Ptes. Hardie and Grant have joined "B " Company 
and a re now in Zanzibar. P te. Johnstone is also on 
detachment in Zanzibar. as a Mess waiter. Pte. 
MacAskill after three years with the Mess Staff has 
gone to work with the P.R.I. Shop, which should 
g ive him more time in which to be airborne. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
Out of the arctic, icy blasts of Edinburgh and into 

the morass which passed for Slim Camp, Gilgil was 
a change of doubtful benefit but perhaps it would be 
fair to say that the scales would weigh just a little 
in favour of any change from Redford Barracks. 
Each night a small group would be seen huddling 
hopefully around a huge fire which was so cleverly 
designed that every morsel of heat was ingeniously 
diverted up the chimney to the detriment of the 
nether limbs of the assembled company. Eyes began 
to assume square proportions as we gazed nightly at 
the offerings of T.V. and tried to assess the respective 
merits of "Lassie" and " Lone Ranger." I am 
afraid that the educational benefits derived from these 
cultural transmissions will be lost to us in our new 
location and we shall have to make every effort to 
adjust ourselves to a life devoid of Ena Sharples and 
her cronies. 

Little happened in the social line whilst we were 
in Redford Barracks and most Fridays saw a mass 
exodus for the week-end. When the time for departure 
arrived it was with some relief that most of us 
shouldered our kit-bags, picked up our parrots a nd 
m onkeys a nd fell in faci ng the boat. The only 
casualties that came to my notice during the move 
to the docks were our chef's "hard-boiled " eggs 
which turned out to be in their natural state. The 
Drum Major got a little peckish and cracked one ~m 
a windowsill to find that egg shampoos are not qutte 
the thing for sporrans. This led to the P ipe Major 
dashing out in a high state of anxiety having remem
bered that he had stuffed his haversack ration into 
a suitcase which was already bulging at the seams. 
We never did find out what affect it had on his 
unmentionables. 

The people who travelled by air missed a trip 
which was excellent in every respect. The general 
view was that the food, accommodation and general 
arrangements on the T.T. "Oxfordshire" were the 
best ever experienced on a troopship. Some of us 
who travelled to Malaya on the "Devonshire" of 
the same shipping line were a little apprehensive 
before embarkation but the unanimous conclusion at 
the end of the voyage was that it could not be 
faulted. The fact that almost all our families 
travelled with us lent a n air of pleasure cruising to 
the move and a number of friendships were struck 
up with families of o ther units, one or two of which 
still remain here in Kenya. 

We only managed to get ashore once, as the harbour 
at Gibraltar proved to be a little too rough for any 
large scale d isembarkation. It was a very cold and 
dull day with a blustery wind and perhaps not really 
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suitable for a pleasant run ashore. We managed to 
stretch our legs at Aden and the camera fiends had a 
spending orgy when they saw the prices. The 
R.S.M. had to leave us at Aden and fly back to U.K. 
when he received a telegram from home with the 
news that his father was dangerously ill. His father 
unfortunately passed away soon after his arrival 
home and I am sure that the Mess will join with me 
in expressing our sympathy here in print. On the 
whole the sea journey probably did everyone a world 
of good, lending a lot of weight to the argument in 
favour of the gradual acclimatisation of a sea voyage. 
It seems much more acceptable than being whisked 
out of the icy wastes of "Auld Reekie " at x miles 
an hour and in less time than it takes to read your 
morning paper being dumped out into the balmy 
breezes of the semi-tropics. This would seem to be 
substantiated by the number of "half-peeled " 
members of the advance party who met us on our 
arrival. 

Our rail journey from M ombasa was both slow 
and uneventful and our arrival at Slim Camp in 
Gi lgil was most di sappointing. The camp was a 
complete quagmire then and in the past five months 
has turned first into a dust bowl and back to a 
quagmire again. A large amount of work has been 
done to improve the camp since our arrival and a 
large amount still remains to be done, but in the usual 
Gordon style we are doing most of it ourselves. In 
our own department we have completely redecorated 
the Mess throughout and it has ceased to resemble 
the inside of a condemned boot as it did before the 
face-lifting session. 

We had an official "opening night" after the 
decorations were finished, to which we invited our 
neighbours of the 3rd R.H.A. and a proportion of 
each of the other local messes. It was quite a suc
cessful affair which was only marred by the size of 
the Mess and resulted in a little overcrowding. In 
spite of this everyone seems to have enjoyed them
selves and the Mess was well and truly established. 

We celebrated Burns' Night with a traditional 
dinner and although haggis did not feature as the 
main course it was included in the menu being piped 
into the Mess and dedicated in proper style by C/Sgt. 
Bob Strachan. Sgt. "Jess" Hyslop gave us "The 
Immorta l Memory" as only he can, and a very 
impromptu reading of Burns by Sgt. Strathdee was 
very much appreciated. Sgt. Bell's toast to the 
" Lassies " was probably the highlight of the evening. 
Parodying Burns in rhyme he made it quite clear 
that " Rabbie " was liable to be turning in h is grave 
to hear an Englishman extolling the virtues, or other
wise, of his beloved lassies a t a Burns' Supper. 

As a result of our efforts we now have quite a 
comfortable Mess. It is a little on the small side 
and does not lend itself very well to social occasions, 
the company having to be divided between two rooms 
whenever there is a large attendance. Our enter
tainments committee, headed at the moment by C/Sgt. 
Dennis Pestill. is working flat out to keep us amused 
and if the last few weekends are any guide we are 
going to be properly entertained this quarter whether 
we like it or not. They have also la id on a cinema 
show in the Mess for each Saturday when there is 
no social evening. The first two have been a great 
success and it appears to be a very popular innov
ation. The entertainments "boys" must be 
congratulated on a "winner" this time. 

During Februa ry the 1st Battalion The Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers were presented with new colours 

by H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester. R.S.M. 
Tayles, C.S.M. Coggle, C.S.M. Brown and C/Sgt. 
Ross went to watch the parade at the new Kahawa 
Barracks in Nairobi. The parade was a very good 
one and with our own parade not long past we could 
share their delight at the end, that everything had 
"gone right on the day." After the parade there 
was a buffet luncheon in the Sergeants' Mess which, 
although very crowded, was reall y first class. A 
separate party of our members and their wives 
attended a Colours Presentation Ball that same even
ing and from the reports received from them it was 
an unqualified success. We also heard that Sgt. 
Hyslop performed in grand style as duty cook on 
the open-air barbecue, and he was even seen to be 
doing the honours with carver and roast sirloin in 
the bus on the way home. This last remark is just 
to let him know where the gravy on his cummerband 
came from. It does not bring us any nearer to dis
covering why, whenever the bus stopped on the return 
journey, which was quite frequent, a large number 
of the male passengers debussed and then assumed 
the prone position. Was there a discussion on anti
ambush drill ? Perhaps the O.R.Q.M.S. could tell us 
all about it ? 

Our Mess football team goes from bad to worse 
and from time to time we are forced to arrange a 
match with the Officers, this being the only team 
that we can beat, to keep up the morale. The only 
reason that the Officers lose is because the ball is 
the wrong shape for the biggest part of their team. 
This is a very poor method of morale-boosting and 
they are going to Jose their long suffering spectator 
if they do not find their way to the goals more 
often. 

We have a detachment mess in Zanzibar but no news 
of their social activities bas penetrated through to us 
so far. Sgts. McDonald and Funnell were given a 
very nice pat on the back from the British Resident 
in Zanzibar for their efforts in putting out the fire 
in the British Information Centre one night. They 
also received very favourable mentions in the local 
Press and on the K.B.S. radio programmes. 

We have had three additions to the strength of 
the Mess. Sgts. Sharp and Locbrie to swell the 
numbers of the "living in " crowd. and Sgt. Allen 
who takes over Tech. Sergeant. We congratulate 
them on their promotions and in the case of Sgt. 
Allen we also welcome h is wife into our little social 
circle. "Chiefy," alias O.R.Q.M.S. Cammack has 
received his posting orders and he will be changing 
over with Bob Hay at I nfantry Records, Perth. By 
the time this is in print he will be in his new job so 
we had better say our farewells here and now. The 
living in blokes are going to miss his collection of 
music on tape which was piped around the billets 
on a wonderful system of speakers. The R .S.M. 
keeps talking about " days to do" and "planes to 
U.K." but perhaps we had better wait until the next 
issue before we say cheerio to him. 

Q.M. STAFF 
By the time these notes are published several of our 

"wee! kent " faces will have left us and gone their 
separate ways. Most notable of our leavers is 
R.Q.M.S. Bill Barclay who packs his kitbag once 
again for Malaya in August when he takes an 
appointment as R.Q.M.S. at G.H.Q. Singapore. After 
5 years of fiddling the Battalion clothing accounts in 
Dover, Germany and finally Kenya, the R .Q. is 
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eagerly looking forward to his new position and 
takes with him and his family the best wishes of the 
Staff for a successful tour. P .S.-Hope you get a good 
price for your car, Bill. 

R .Q.M.S. W. Barclay 

Into the breech of new R.Q.M.S. steps W.O. II 
Paddy Coggle to whom we extend a warm welcome. 
Don't worry, boys, his bark is worse than his bite-
1 hope. 

A fond farewell is also due to C/Sgt. Geordie Skene 
in our accommodation store. He leaves us at the 
end of May for airobi Garrison where he takes 
over the duties of C.S.M. Congratulations. Geordie. 
on your promotion to the ranks of the elite. Your 
storeman, Nobby Clark 21. and Rex will both miss 
you but they'll see you each T hursday in Nairobi 
when down for the textile exchange. Your depa rture 
raises another problem. Who plays right-half in 
the Platoon football team now that you are gone? 

For this issue. our demob personnel are Pte. Gus 
Munro, our slim'fuel accountant. and Pte. Allan 
Fraser in the pioneer shop. All the best, boys. on 
your returns to Blackford and Aberdeen respectively. 
We will all miss Gus's heroics as Platoon goal
keeper, but he will not be missed in the billet where 
he has a bad reputation for being a n early riser. As 
a rule he has breakfasted before the rest of us have 
our feet on the deck (Strachan excepted). By the 
way, Gus. we hope you a re out of the B.M.H. in 
time for demob. As for Allan. we hope he manages 
to pay up his new suit before he goes. 

Sgt. McGillvray sti ll rules the roost in the Pioneer 
sho p where the only new face is Pte. Geordie Groom
bridge, acquired from "A" Company. Tam surpassed 

himself recently and has been present on two P.T. 
periods. We won't mention the fact that the periods 
ended at 0830 hours and that you did not show up 
until 1100 hours in the Pioneer shop. Oor Tam is 
still gloating over the haul of £22 he had at the 
Thursday tombola session in the cookhouse. You 
certainly broke our hearts that night, but when you 
think of it yo u need the money for your high over
heads in the Sergeants' Mess. 

Our painter friend in the shop. Muscles Thain. has 
shocked us a ll with the recent purchase of a £35 
cine camera a nd now devotes himself completely to 
his new hobby. It seems he is destined for Holly
wood, or at least Grampian T.V .. when his National 
Service is completed. 

One event or mishap which must not go unmen
tioned is the raiding of the Staff's billet very early 
one Saturday morning in March by some unknown 
and presumably coloured gentlemen or gentleman. 
They were particularly severe on L /Cpl. Cannonball 
Webb in the armourer's shop and Geordie Groom
bridge. Both lost all their civilian clothes. Then one 
da y ten weeks later a t the E.A.C. Cup Final in Nakuru 
we all wondered who the stranger was dressed in a 
natty double breasted fawn suit with a "Hongkong 
1950" label on it. The stranger turned out to be none 
other than Cannonball and it transpired that S/Sgt. 
Thomson had taken pity on his corps mucker and 
made him a gift of the souveni r. - Our fr iend from 
Weymouth has earned a few more nicknames since 
coming to Kenya and apart from Canonball he also 
answers to "Tusker Webb " or "The Bell fnn 
Basher" or "African Lover." As a rule his life 
a lternates between the Corporals' Mess a nd "Chez 
Yvonne " but the pistol shooting club which he is 
endeavouring to fo rm could change all this. H ope 
you have some progress to report in the next issue, 
Cannonba ll . 

Wee Nobby Clark 21 in the accommodation store 
mainta ins he is lucky to be still in the land of the 
living. One fine day at Lanet Lodge he was "acci
dentally" pushed into the deep end by the author of 
these notes. Being a non swimmer, he had us all 
flappi ng as he struggled a nd spluttered. Much to 
the relief of a ll he was fi nally retrieved by the culprit 
in question in a right sorry state. Needless to say 
he hasn't had a bath since. As far the amorous side of 

obby's life. he has at last decided to take the plunge 
and intends getting married during his leave at the end 
of the year. Seemingly it a ll happened during a whirl
wind romance with a W.R.A.C. while the Battalion was 
stationed in Edinburgh last year. Well done Nob ! 
Nothing like keeping the services in the fami ly. 

Geordie McMann struggles gamely on in the 
thankless role of Q.M.'s batman. E very day at 0830 
hours and 1400 hours he can be seen trudging up the 
road to get stuck into the Major's garden. Geordie's 
efforts with thi s corner of the plains of Africa are 
now beginning to resemble a serial. Wonder if it 
wi ll have a happy ending? W ill the tomatoes survive? 
We all want to know if the Q.M.'s tape recorder has 
been repaired yet. George? Remember that fateful 
afternoon when you decided you'd like a spot of 
"music whi le you work ? " l"m not going to say 
the Q .M. was upset but it's a good job his team 
were doing so well. 

Finall y, a get well message for Pte. Bill Sneddon 
in the B.M.H. Hurry up and get well. Bill , because 
the Q .M .'s ca r is in dire need of a good clean these 
days. 
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DRUMS AND PIPES 
The last edition of these notes found us poised to 

give Kenya a taste of our music. One way or 
another. we have seen quite a bit of the country. 

Our first major engagement was at the Nakuru 
cricket ground on the occasion of the match against 
the visiting Commonwealth XI . This was a lso the 
first time we had played before a large crowd in 
Kenya. T he many requests for engagements that 
have followed show that our efforts were appreciated. 

Next we visited the Western Kenya Agricultural 
Show at Eldoret in early March. This show was, on 
the last day honoured by the presence of our Colonel
in-ChieL We played both in the showground arena 
and outside the Town Hall under floodlights. Amongst 
the highl ights of the whole show were the arena per
formances of the Massed Drums and Pipes of 24 
Brigade The Scots Guards. newly arrived in the 
country. the Inniski llings and ourselves made a most 
impressive sight and sound. It is not often you can 
see three Regimental Drums and Pipes together. still 
less often do you find them all in the same Brigade 
G roup. and it is a rea l occasion when the Colonel-in
Chief of a ll three Regiments is present. 

During our four days at EJdoret we stayed at H ill 
SchooL The school authorities were most kind and 
our quarters most comfortable. Slim Camp is a poor 
comparison. 

Our only other "away" engagement during the 
period was a weekend up at Kitale. The manager 
of the Kitale Hotel, Mr. Keldie, late of the Seaforth. 
had organ ised the whole trip for us and generously 
o!Iered us f ree accommodation while we were there. 
Sadly, the whole thing was ruined by weather. lt 
rained solidly all the Saturday afternoon when we 
were to have given an outdoor dancing display. The 
evening retreat performance was cancelled: and by 
then the roads were in such a bad sta te. tha t the 
turnout from the surrounding districts fo r the evening 
dance was disappointing. We played in fine weather 
in the middle of the town on the Sunday and did a 
short performance at the loca l schooL But the whole 
thing must have been a disappointment to Mr. Keldie 
who showed us so much kindness and worked so 
hard to make the weekend a success. 

A trip to Uganda at the end of April was cancelled 
owing to the general elections in the country. How
ever we still have one to come in July, to which we 
all look forward . 

We have played a t a Kenya Regiment Training 
Centre passing out parade and are shortly to play 
for their final parade on di sbandment in June. Apart 
from this, a fa irly busy time awaits us with h orse 
shows. agricu ltu ral shows, a Commonwealth Day 
parade and so on. We seem to be much sought after 
in thi s country, where quite a number of the farmers 
come from North of the Border. 

There have been a number of comings and go ings 
during the quarter. Ptes. T homson 66 and Jaffray 
have joined us from Fort George. Ptes. Sutherland 
and Skinner, who were in the band before, have 
rejoined. Pte. Makepeace has joined us from " B " 
Company and Pte. Mortimer from the Orderly Room. 

Ptes. Rosie and Laing have left us for U.K. Rosie 
on demob and Laing to a posting at Fort George. 
L/Cpl. Spoore has been transferred to the Intelligence 
Section. Pte. Lisle now works in the Education 
Centre and Pte. Foley has left us for "A" Company. 

RECCE PLATOON 
The Reece and M.M.G. Platoon is a new element 

in the Battalion's organisation and its purpose is to 
be capable of operating as a Medium Machine Gun 
Platoon or as a Reconnaisance Group, who provide 
the Commanding Officer with information about the 
a rea and the enemy. In Kenya the Platoon is pro
vided with four Ferret Scout Cars which are extremely 
useful fo r the reconnaisance role. 

The Platoon was raised on 6th January and began 
training on the 8th. It consisted of Lt. Graham, Sgt. 
Heff:ren, Cpls. Waters, Leslie, Donald, Ptes. Aitken, 
Blenkinsop, Bradley, Crumpton, Donald, Dinnes, 
Ewing, Lobban, Mcintosh 30, Rettie, Rae. Robertson 
97, Scott 95, T hatcher. 

ft was decided to train the Platoon first in its 
M.M.G. role and this was done partially in Gilgil , 
but also at the Battalion farm where in the afternoons 
and evenings a lot of time was spent building pigstyes 
and improving the gardens. 

During this period an expedition was made to visi t 
Hell's Gate. a local feature : in fact a small canyon. 
Many species of game were seen on the way to 
Hell 's Gate, although on a second expedition to 
climb Longonot {9110 feet) it was the view from the 
top that was the attraction. Pte. Scott actually com
pleted the climb from the foot of the mountain, about 
7.800 feet, in one hour. Quite some feat when the 
normal time is nearer two hours. After the climb 
the Platoon were invited to tea at Mere Farm. the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Carr. which they thoroughly 
enjoyed. 

During the last days of February the Pla toon went 
down to the Ithanga Hills to complete their M.M.G. 
basic training. Many many rounds were fired and 
the team work throughout grea tly improved. 

On the return from Ithanga, training commenced 
on the Ferrets and Sgt. Heffren and Cpl. Waters ran 
an excellent cadre. Driving instruction became the 
main feature of training and everyone. even Cpl. 
Thatcher. learned how to drive a Ferret. Visits wi th 
the cars were made to Thomsons Falls, South 
Kinangop, akuru. round Lake aivasha. and also 
the Green Lake. a small crater lake by Lake 
Na ivasha. Many of these trips took place at the 
weekends combining training with a day out. 

The fi rst large scale exercise was Firebird VI I[ 
when the Ferrets were taken out to act as enemy to 
the Scots Guards. The exercise was successful and 
the Platoon was complimented by the Signals Officer 
on its wi reless procedure. However Kildrummie 
Castle. Cpl. Thatcher and Pte. Robertson's car. hit a 
large bump and is now B.L.R'd. 

After the exercise the Platoon Commander dis
appeared to be acting Adjutant, since when we have 
hardly seen him or Polo. his dog, who usually 
commanded Fyvie Castle, the Platoon Commander's 
Ferret. 

Easter was spent by the bachelors ;:t Mere Farm 
and the Platoon would l ike to thank Mr. and Mrs. 
Carr for all their kindness and hospitality to us since 
we have been here. The Easter camp needless to say 
was a great success and visits were made to Thom
son's Fall s. orth Kinangop and the Aberdares Game 
Park. 

Since Easter a lot of time bas been put into wire
less and driver training. and a lso ten days' machine 
gunnery. 
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On 21st May Captain Graham handed avec 
command to Sgt. Heffren. and best wishes go with 
him and Polo on his posting to Scotland. 

Congratulations are due to the Platoon Com
mander on his promotion to Captain and to Ptes. 
Thatcher and Robertson on their promotion to 
L/Cpl. 

M.T. PLATOON 
Probably the toughest motor rally in the world 

today is the one we know as the East African Safari. 
Drivers who compete in this rigorous 3.200 mi les 
journey experience every kind of road condition, 
which calls for complete physical fitness, maximum 
concentration, driving skill and adaptability. M uch 
publicity is awarded to this annual event, the name 
and progress of each competitor constanly being 
discussed. 

We in the Platoon show our interest in such dis
cussions, but to us names like Chisholm, Fordyce. 
Coyle, Murdoch and Begg. etc., come easier to mind. 
Every day will find them on details which take them 
along these "Safari " roads where the same fitness, 
concentration and skill is demanded of them to 
ensure the comfort and safety of passengers, and the 
satisfactory completion of such details. 

During the first four months of our arrival in 
Kenya and due mainly to the geographical position of 
Gilgil the total amount of miles our transport has 
travelled added up to the startling figure of 233,026. 
In this period also the petrol consumed was 18,906 
gallons. Evidence of these figures can be witnessed 
by the ever present activity going on in the servicing 
bay. Every week every vehicle receives a regular 
1,000 miles servicing and maintenance check. Pte. 
Coyle and his Landrover hold the record if it can be 
called such, by having completed two 5,000 miles 
servicing periods in one month. 

The drivers are to be congratulated on the 
extremely low accident rate under the most trying 
conditions. We have to date (clutching wood) had 
only two with neither driver to blame. This works 
out at one per 126.513 miles-so far as we know an 
unsurpassed record for the Command and much 
better than the average which is one per 40,000 miles. 

Pte. Thomson 57 and his one ton 200 ga llons water 
truck have at last been relieved of the responsibili ty 
of transporting water to the Battalion farm. some 
10 miles distance. So well did Thomson manoeuver 
his truck up the steep tortourous road to the farm 
day after day, it may well be safe to say that his 
ancestors were in Africa during the great trekking 
days. If they were there they must have missed 
having him with them. 

We are glad to relate that the M.T.O. has now 
vacated his tent (M.T. Office) which was situated in 
the compound and is now installed in one of the 
magnificent wooden buildings which adjoin the 
vehicle park. Magnificent because these building 
are known to keep out the rain. Just the rain, 
nothing else. 

Our vehicle establishment which has always been 
far from what we would like it to be. is soon (we 
hope) to be changed in our favour. In our next notes 
we may have news of a happy event. the delivery of 
brand new Mk 8/2 Landrovers. At the moment these 
Landrovers have developed a defect, not an uncom
mon state of affairs with new Army vehicles, but by 
the time we are due to take over possession we feel 
sure that the powers that be will have remedied this. 

SIGNAL PLATOON 

The most important single item of news since the 
last report on the Signal Platoon is the retreat of 
Capt. Raitt who has been R.S.O. for the last two 
years. He left us at very short notice, to make his 
fortune as a public relations officer with S. W. 
Benson's subsid iary in Nairobi. Judged by his P.R. 
work for the Battalion he will have no difficulty 
making his name. We all wish him the best of luck 
in his new job. 

Before Capt. Raitt left he held a party fo r the 
whole Platoon, less those in Zanzibar. a t the house 
he and the Padre shared. This was a great success 
and proved a good opportunity for the Platoon to 
present h im with a pair of binocula rs. 

On the signalling side the Platoon got away for a 
week to a small farmhouse on the edge of the Rift 
Valley, behind Naivasha, owned by a Mr. Cooper, to 
whom we a re most grateful. Here. away from 
guards, gardening, Battal ion football and the five 
o'clock bus to Nakuku. some really intense training 
was done. 

A t ight programme was produced and by endless 
pressure C/Sgt. Postill was able to keep the Platoon 
up to it ; Sgt. Somers ran all routine in barracks 
such as the exchange, Radio Gilgil, Platoon store and 
the battery shop. This was the best training we have 
done in Kenya and we hope to repeat it. 

T he P latoon is still sufferi ng from acute shortage 
of bodies, wh ich at times means we are very hard 
pressed to meet our commitments. Out of a total 32 
men in the P latoon we have to supply 6 for Zanzibar, 
6 for duties in the camp and one permanently on 
football. 

Recently there has been a lmost a complete change 
in jobs starting with the R.S.O. who now is Lt. Duke. 
Pte. D on whose clothing was long ago burnt by acid, 
has emerged from the battery shop in a plastic mac 
and is to be replaced by L/Cpl. Sutherland and Pte. 
Sangster. Pte. Don did a magnificent job and we 
are grateful to him. Pte. Gibbon has gone into tbe 
stores having mastered the job in a few hours. L/Cpl. 
Nicol comes out of the stores to be chased and 
hounded until he is considered fit to go to Hythe at 
the end of June. 

In the exchange, which is so mechanically unsound 
that it drives the operators and users to insanity, we 
have been able to save L/Cpl. Hames and Pte. Lead
bitter by putting in our two new arrivals. Pte. 
Botterell and Pte. Rankin. It is hoped to be able 
to relieve the last of the old Jags in the exchange and 
replace Pte. Robertson at Radio Gilgil within a few 
weeks. 

Radio Gi lgil, despite a new aerial about once a 
week, never seems to be powerful enough and accord
ing to the S.S.O .. a pirate station of great power has 
been playing havoc with our broadcasts. 

In a few days the present Zanzibar detachment 
consisting of Cpl. Harper, L /Cpl. Innes, Ptes. Aird. 
Brown and Ewen will be back while their reliefs Cpl. 
Carter, L /Cpl. H ames, Ptes. Don, Lloyd, Robertson 
and Park have already left. 

On the sporting side sa iling is still the Signal 
Platoon's sport. in fact almost a monopoly. Cpls. 
Carter and Cargill have raced fairly well and almost 
every weekend half a dozen signallers find their way 
to Naivasha. The sailing standard is by no means 
brilliant, but we are keen and with Cpl. Harper, in 
place of Cpl. Carter. we may be able to run some 
form of sa iling cadre. 
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In the Battalion football competition the Platoon 
having started well by hammering the Officers, went 
on to the semi-finals before losing to "A" Company. 

We would like to congratulate Pte. Kerr for playing 
regularly for the Battalion football team. 

BATIALION ORDERLY ROOM 
Things have, at long last, settled down after our 

double move from Germany to Britain and then to 
Kenya, and work is now progressing smoothly once 
more. 

The Staff, now decreased in numbers until they are 
hard to find. even on the few occasions when all are 
in the office; bas now got back to normal, and instead 
of sunbathing now spend their free time in search 
of holes in which to find shelter in case anyone should 
be so unkind as to shout the dreaded word "Work." 

Unfortunately, there is no way in which one can 
dodge Duty Clerks. This is a job that now comes 
round so fast that one duty is barely finished before 
the next one sta rts. 

By the time these notes are printed " Chiefy " 
Cammack will have left us on being posted to 
Infantry Records Office at Perth. No doubt he will 
read these notes when not too heavily laden with 
other tasks in between periods of t rying to find 
something to do to pass the time during the working 
day. I will take this chance to say cheerio to h im 
on behalf of all the lads and to welcome O.R.Q.M.S. 
Hay, B.E.M .. our new Chief Clerk. Many of the 
longer serving members of the Battalion will 
remember him from previous times. 

Pte. MacDonald has proved himself a true member 
of the Orderly Room Staff by managing to go on 
leave a lmost as soon as he arrived in this country. 
This was in March and, at the time of writing these 
notes, be has not yet returned. Last heard of 
" delayed" in London. No doubt our Tsland friend 
has found some way in which to pass the tedious 
hours he has to spend in this large village in spite 
of language problems. On hearing the news of h is 
unfortunate stop we were all h orrified, poor Mac
Donald did not take his Gaelic-English dictionary 
with him. · 

Sgt. West, complete with camera, is still with us, 
and h is plaintive cry of "Roll on 35" can be heard 
every Wednesday as be runs down the road on P.T. 

L /Cpl. Quail has set a new Orderly Room record 
by receiving a bill from the P.R.l. for two Sunday 
newspapers ; he now knows that they are counted 
before distribution. 

Husband is now in his last few weeks of Army 
life. Not only has the tempting bounty fa iled to 
catch him, but even the threat of the first work in 
two years has not put him off returning to that strange 
world of civilian life. · 

L /Cpl. Chalmers, for reasons best known to him
self, is going on leave to U.K. in June. H as the fact 
that he keeps humming " Where will the baby's 
dimple be ? " any significance ? No doubt we will 
find out when be returns. 

Pte. Hunt has proved himself both unusual for a 
member of the Staff and, at the same time. only a 
learner in the gentle art of dodging by playing foot
ball for Battalion Headquarters. I am unable to say 
how well he got on as no other member of the Staff 
dared to go near enough the football field to see, the 
danger of getting caught and made to do something 
physically strenuous proved too great a deterrent. 

On this note I will end the Orderly Room News 
Briefs for this quarter and wish all my readers well 
until the next issue which, after this one bas been 
read, will no doubt be written by someone else 
owing to my hospitalisation. Alfa Whisky. 

BOXING 
The Battalion arrived in Kenya towards the end of 

the boxing season and the first meeting they were 
confronted with was the Kenya Open Championship 
on February 3rd. 

This is the senior meeting of the yea r and the 
standard is high. L/Cpl. G regor was entered and 
started serious training three weeks before the 
meeting. 

Acclimatisation at 6,500 feet is difficult, but hard 
work and an opportunity to meet the reigning light 
heavyweight champion of Kenya during sparring 
sessions stood Gregor in good stead. In the p re
liminaries on February 2nd he met the much favoured 
Mangoli of the Kenya Police. After two close rounds 
of hard punching and skilful boxing, the fight was 
stopped in Gregor's favour due to Mangoli having 
a badly cut mouth. 

T he following night in the finals Gregor beat Fus. 
Coleman of the Tniskillings by a K.O. in the second 
round. Fus. Coleman's comments in the dressing 
room after the fight were "1 was not knocked out 
but I was not getting up to be hit like tha t again." 

On Friday the 23rd March, Gregor represented 
Kenya against the Aden touring team and won on 
points. This was a very good effort on Gregor's 
part, considering that he broke his right thumb iu 
the first round. 

NOVICE BOXING 
A novice team was entered for the Rift Vallev 

Novices' Competition and took away the following 
prizes : 

Heavyweight, L/Cpl. Cohen. 
Light heavyweight. Cpl. Williams. 
Middleweight, Pte. Duncan. 
Light middleweight, P te. Rutherford. 
Light welterweight, Pte. McDonald (J 9). 
Best boxer. L/Cpl. Ross. 
Rift Valley Novices' Team Cup. 

The following comments were made by the 
organisers concerning the event : 

"The standard of boxing was higher than pre
viously seen and the number of entries from the 
Gordons impressive. The fight to remember was Cpl. 
Williams v Pte. Verney of the K.R.T.C. An 
exceptionally hard fight, not particularly skilful but 
very courageous." 

FOOTBALL 
The Gordons since arriving in Kenya have entered 

two of the main footba ll leagues, namely, "The 
Nakuru Super League," and the "E.A. Command 
Challenge Cup." [ am happy to say that our team 
have not been beaten yet in Kenya and let us hope 
they never will be. 

SUPER LEAGUE 
Nakuru, Kenya. Sunday, 11th March, 1962 
M INISTRY OF WORKS 2, J st GORDONS 6 

T his was the first game of the season, and a lso the 
first against an African team. The team, and no 
doubt some of the Gordons spectators, were ~tAr· 
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prised to find that the M inistry of Works team were 
playing in bare feet. This however had no effect on 
their play and after a few hard knocks from the 
M.O.W.'s bare feet. they soon settled down to give 
us the style of football we of the Gordons expect. 
T he game itself wasn't very exciting and after two 
minutes Kerr scored a lovely goal f rom a through 
ball. Two minutes later Geddes scored the first of 
his bat trick with a header. and followed this by 
scoring from the spot ; this he repeated again after 
Kerr had been fouled when on the way to goal. At 
half time the score was 4-1 in our favou r. The 
second half was history repeating itself with Leys 
scoring in the 52nd mi nute and Kerr aga in in th e 
80th minute. 

1st ROUND E.A.C. CH ALLENGE CUP 
Nairobi, K enya. Saturday, 17th March, 1962 

NAIROBI MEDICAL U iTS I. 1st GORDONS II 
This was a very one sided match. Smith opened 

the scoring right from the start. going through on 
his own and showing no mercy to the keeper. Only 
8 minutes later from a corner Smith aga in scored. 
Geddes scored his first goa l in 19 minutes and we 
saw Geddes score again 7 minutes later. F rom then 
on it was just shooting practice and a further seven 
goals were scored. 

Scorers were: Smi th 4. Geddes 4, Leys I. and 
Tough 2. 

SUPER LEAGUE 
Nakuru, Kenya. Saturday, 27th M a rch, 1962 

FLAMINGOES I. 1st GORDO S 4 
The following Saturday found us once aga in in 

Nakuru playing the F lamingoes. There was a sl ight 
change in our team, due to the fact tha t Pte. Gregor 
our Kenya light heavyweight champion boxer broke 
his thumb boxing against the 3rd Para Regiment. H is 
place was taken by Cpl. Swinnock. the team trainer. 
whose inclusion in the team seemed to steady the 
defence. Our team was a bit slow in starting but 
when they settled down we saw some very good foo t
ball. 1t wasn't till the 30th minute that we saw our 
first goal by Kerr. Leys chipped in a short corner to 
Mair who crashed in across the goal for the centre to 
head it home. The team was reall y on top now. 
The game was played at a fas t pace th roughout. and 
play was swinging from one side of the field to the 
other. Our defence was really "with it" and Rice 
was playing at his best. At the 40 minutes mark. 
Smith went all out beating three men and lashing the 
ball into the back of the net ; the keeper stood no 
chance. At half time the score was 2-{) to us. At 
55 minutes the Flamingoes scored their one and only 
goal. but a minute later Cpl. Swinnock took a free 
kick outside the box and Kerr bulleted home. In the 
dying m inutes of the game Geddes made the result 
certain by smashing the ball into the net f rom a pass 
from Leys. T his was one of the best games of the 
season. 

QUARTER-PI AL. E.A.C. CHA LLE GE CUP 
Nairobi Sat urday, 7th Apri l, 1962 

2nd SCOTS GUARD 2. 1st GORDONS 3 
This was the game of the cup. and what a game ! 

The Guards got ofT to a good start and in 7 minutes 
we were one down. Good football was the order of 

the day from both sides, and it wasn't till the 23rd 
minute that Leys put over a good pass to Smith who 
slammed it into the net. In the 30th minute Smith 
again put the ba ll in the net, but this was unfortun
a tely d isallowed for an infringement. Half time 1-1. 
The second ha lf was away with a bang and in the 
45th m inute Kerr scored after the Guards had failed 
to clear a corner taken by Leyes. Play was good and 
the G uards were tiring quickly. but tragedy struck 
when one player got hold of a loose ball a nd scored. 
It was now level pegging with only 3 minutes left 
for play. Our team kicked oii and Leys was fouled 
going through to goal : Geddes took the "free" 
just ou tside the box a nd Smith was standing on the 
spot to head it in . T here is was, 3-2 to us and 
the end of a very good game. 

SUPER LEAGUE 

Nakuru Sunday, 8th April, 1962 
K .F.A. 1. GORDO S 4 

Our second game in two days and our lads wer~ 
feeling very tired a fter the Guards' game (perhaps 
it was the celebration the night before). Geddes 
scored in 12 minutes f rom the spot. but our play was 
di sappointing a nd the K.F.A. equalised in 35 m in
utes. At hal( time the score was one goal each a nd 
it rema ined such unt il 15 minutes from t ime when 
Kerr headed the ball into the net. Kerr added 
ano ther in 78 minutes and then Geddes put the issue 
beyond doubt with a fourth in the 84th minute. These 
two points made us league leaders. 

SEM I-FINAL. E.A.C. C HALLENGE CUP 

G ilgil Wednesday, 25th April, 1962 
1st GO RDONS 8, K .A.R . MINOR UNITS 0 

T his game was a walk over for us and only good 
goal-keeping kept the score down. Kerr scored in 19 
minute after a sl ip by the keeper. Smith put us two 
up in 30 minutes when a Geddes rocket was blocked 
a nd ran loose to the scorer. four minutes later Kerr 
scored from a pass from Leys. Half time 3-{). In 
50 min utes Geddes headed in the fourth and four 
minutes later scored again to make it 5-{). He com
pleted his hat trick from the penalty spot. fn 60 
minutes. when Leys was brought down when in a 
good position to score, Kerr also completed his hat 
trick from close in. It was too simple for our team, 
but. when we were awarded a penalty. Leys took it 
but shot straight a t the keeper. Just on time Kerr 
scored the last goal. 

SUPER LEAGUE 

Na kuru Sunday, 19th April, 1962 
1st GORDONS 10, 3rd R.H.A. 3 

T he team was in good form with 18 goals to their 
credit in two matches. Leys headed in the first goal 
in the 17th mi nute and added four more later. Geddes 
then scored and shortly afterwards Mair gave the 
keeper no chance. scoring from 20 yards. After 
half time Smith scored after beating five men. Leys 
then scored hi s third goal and made the score 6-2. 
l n the 55th minute Leys scored another f rom a Smith 
pass and three minutes later Kerr got a goal. Smi th 
headed goal number n ine. and Leys made it double 
figures from a Bremner cross. 
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CUP FINAL, E.A.C. CHALLENGE CUP 
Nakuru Wednesday, 9th May, 1962 

1st GORDONS 1, 60th COMPANY R.A.S.C. 0 
[n this game both defences were on top throughout 

with the two centre halfs the stars. After heavy 
pressure, Mair scored the only goal of the match 
after 20 minutes from a narrow angle. The ha lf time 
score was 1-0. The second half was rather scrappy 
al though Smith was unlucky to hit the post from 10 
yards. Although winning by the odd goal the team 
is to be congratulated on a well deserved victory. 

We now say goodbye to Ptes : Gallacher, Tough 
and Geddes who leave us shortly on demob and we 
wish them all the best in the future. We understand 
tha t Major Kernohan has been sending urgent notes 
to Sgt. Buchan trying to get them to sign on or get 
replacements. 

·:=· 

0 
.... 0 
0 

LEAGUE, CUP & FRIEN DLIF.S TO DATE 

LEAGUE 
Games Goals Goals 
Played For Aga inst 
FOUR 24 7 

CUP 
Games Goals Goals 
Played For Against 
FOUR 23 3 

FRIEN D LIES 
Games Goals Goals 
Played For Aga inst 

THREE 18 2 

. ~ .. 

Plan of Gordon Barracks modernised for the Highland Brigade D epot 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE DEPOT 

Readers may be interested to see a plan of Gordon 
Barracks which is now being put into effect with the 
demolition of war time buildings, new building and 
modernisation. 

Sta rting at the entrance Guard Room becomes 
Guard House - probably an Americanism and not 
necessarily a need for larger premises. Three new 
blocks-Boys, Education and Museum and Band-
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and garages are being built on the right of the road. 
The N.A.A.F.I. which has an ext ra storey built on 

the east side becomes Jun ior Ranks Club. The old 
Sergeants' Mess and quarters will accommodate Ba r
rack Stores and N .A.A.F.I. Shop. There is to be a 
H ostel fo r Civilian Staff. The new Sergeants' Mess 
is to the north of the playing fields on the site of the 
wa r time North Camp N.A.A.F.I. In this area too 

are the new Married Quarters, the original blocks in 
fa int outline having been demol ished. 

A central Boiler H ouse, near the Gymnasium, will 
supply the whole Ba rracks. 

Additions are also being made to the Officers' Mess 
which is off the plan to the east. 

New building is of brick. but will have a simulated 
granite finish to blend with the origina l blocks. 

Kabul P la toon 
Bail ie, Davidson, Galasha n, Nisbet, Douglas, Cruicksha nks, Shearer, Ta ilor 12. 

Taylor 84, D uncan, Goodall, Henderson, Howie, Lawerence, Stewart, Gow, Carrol. 
Inglis, Penman, P arry, M ichie, Cpl. Har vey, Wilson, Mortimer, Cole 75, Cole 55, 

Stewart 27. 

NEWS FROM FORT GEORGE 
The first four months of 1962 saw more snow than 

usual in [nverness-shi re. Luckily this never lies more 
than a few hours at Fort George, but does in the 
Cairogorms. The new cha ir lif t is now operating 
in G lenmore, and as a result most weekends saw a 
party set out from the Fort to join the ever-increasing 
number of skiers in Scotland. 

The D istrict Cross Country Championship was 
held at Fort George this year. Pte. D ownie managed 
to re-enli st two days befo re the event and win it 
easily without apparently having run a step since 
leaving the Regiment two years previously. The 
Depot came second to 11th Battalion Seaforth High
landers, and then went on to win the Scottish 
Command Championship. 

In the Officers' Mess there has been little to report. 
We had a G uest Night in April to which Lt.-Col. 
M ike D u Boulay, who seems to have the entire Mess 
to his house every o ther day, was asked. The London 
Scottish who are camping at Cameron Barracks this 
yea r, sent up their recce party consisting of Col. 
MacPherson, M ajor John Neish and Captain Reg 
Wilkinson ; most people heard the last two were 
here. 

Of our own Officers Rowland Robinson fishes most 
of the time and Captain Angus Avery goes down to 
London now and again (and again and again). 

Lt.-Col. Patrick Forbes of Corse took the salute 
at a Passing Out Pa rade on 30th March. D uring 
this parade C/Sergeant D . Thow was presented with 
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the M.S.M., having been a Gordon H ighlander for 
33 years. 

"CORPORALS' CLUB" 
Not much activity has taken place since the last 

time the scribe put pen to paper, to try and add a 
little news to the Depot notes. Only one social 
evening has taken place, and our thanks to "Spud " 
Murphy and his helpers for the success of the 
evening. 

The air of the frozen north has certainly taken its 
effect ,or is it the lack of entertainment, tha t they 
have taken up a new hobby, as our congratulations 
go to the following on first additions to their fami lies: 
Cpl. Rosie. a son, L /Cpl. Kerr, a son, and Cpl. 
Murphy, a daughter. The new theme song heard 
constantl y in "A" Block, The Common, is "one 
o'clock, two o'clock, three o'clock, hop ! ! ! " 

We have said cheerio and wish them a ll the bes 
on leaving us to join the Battalion, Cpls. Eddie 
Downie, and L/Cpl. Davidson. The greatest su rprise 
since "Busty Ross" was a bandboy. "Paddy" H ooper 
was promoted to Drafting Corpora l. Well done 
Paddy, the locals all miss you, " The Twisting King " 
has gone, and wish you were back. 

Quite a few of the old lads have passed through 
the Depot, Cpl. Smith, for civvy street, Cpl. Fryers 
for the Battalion, and a few more for various post
ings, and we wish them all the best in their jobs. 

Cpl. " Sammy " Brooks had us all foxed when he 
arrived at the Depot wearing the Queen's Own uni
form, but with a little persuasion from the "Seagull " 
and his assistant " Two Ton " McGee, he has decided 
to wea r the uniform of the home regiment, and make 
him a Gordon for the rest of his service. 

" Jim " R osie has just returned from a course a t 
"Hythe " and he has the job of putting "Jock" 
Henderson through his paces, as he expects to go to 
H ythe in the nea r future. Now that Jim is back, we 
might get a few tunes from the guitar to brighten up 
the Club on Saturday nights. 

Coporal " Bob " Macrae has left us to take up the 
post of P rovost Corporal with a Boys' Unit in 
Harrogate, and according to reports, he has tu rned 
teetotal. Now we wonder what we will do should 
he ever return here, as we are still trying to get a 
replacement for him in the " Boat Race" team. 
Good luck Bob, keep it up, you have made history 
by changing the seven wonders of the world to eight. 

March Past-Front rank from the right 
Cpl. J. Henderson, Pte. A. Christie, Pte. W. McWilliam, Pte. V. McDonald, Pte. J. F yvie, 

Pte. H. Grant, Pte. W. Angus, Pte. D. Nibloe 
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Kneller Hall Inspection 
Colonel Tuck speaks to Corporal Forsyth 

At right, Captain M.A. Avery and Bandmaster R . Ford 

MILITARY BAND 

Always being slightly different from the average 
bear, I suppose we can go down on record as being 
the only body of men in the Service who received 
Embarkation Leave for posting to Fort George. A 
wise move too considering how far north the place 
is. H owever, the Aberdonians and the Bandmaster 
do not disagree with the move, being nearer home 
for a change. 

Once we were safely embedded here, to the com
ment of " We don't like private armies here,., we 
soon ma naged to get into the old routine of Band 
Practice and occasional sports. Accommodation is 
good although the Band Practice Room is rather 
small. Adequate for our needs though, as. should it 
ever happen to get warm here, we'll get outside for 
practice. 

Our first major engagement here was a visit to The 
Shetlands, foe the Up-Helly-Aa festivity. This is a 
fan tastic ceremony which would take up rather a lot 
of space to describe. Suffice it to say that it was the 
only place we have ever visited, that the whole Band 
have requested a return visit. The hospitality was 
wonderful, drink a little too liberal. and girls plenti-

ful. A few glassy eyes were to be seen two days 
after the celebrations. and some occasional cries of 
" Go home Scottish sold ie r," from damsels in d istress. 

On return from the Shetlands, we received news 
of a forthcoming War Office (Kneller H all) Inspection 
of the Band, to take place in April. This meant 
getting the library, instruments, and most important 
of all. the Bandsmen in order for the inspection. 
We'll say more of thi s later. 

On the 9th of February, we held the yearly Social, 
and Captain Avery, who is Band President. attended 
the occasion. which was held in Nairn. We rather 
missed the faces of the C.O., Adjutant, and H .Q. 
C.S.M. a nd C/Sgt. Ross. In the case of the latter per
sonage. his stories rather than himself, because you 
would have a hard job to miss him. P erhaps we will 
all meet on the next Ba nd Social. 

The 17th of February found us partaking .in our 
first Passing Out Parade at the Depot. With the 
square being rather small, the event doesn 't last all 
that long. Considering the drafty corners. the short
ness of the Parade is welcomed. We did hear .a 
comment to the effect that the only march we could 
play was Moray Firth. This was soon remedied by 



668 TIGER AND SPHINX 

a rather long version of Colonel Bogey, with accents, 
and a piece of music something to do with a farm. 
There have since been no more quips. 

During March, half of the Band, minus instru
ments, were taken off for Recruting purposes. They 
had some good success, and when the new recruits 
join the Battalion. the Bandsmen's efforts will surel y 
be appreciated. On them will fa ll the honour of 
bringing to the fo refront such nicknames as " Peg 
Leg Pete," " Dirty Joe," "Nicker " and "Scruffy." 
At least they did try. 

On the 30th March, we played in Huntly, and made 
a visit to the Castle. We eventually managed to get 
Bandsman McKenzie away from the hands of the 
Provost, or was it the other way round? The fol
lvwing day found us on another Passing Out Parade, 
taken by Lt.-Col. Forbes of Corse. 

We now had nine days in which to get ourselves 
fully prepared for the Kneller H all lnspection. For
tunately, the lOth dawned a bright day, and the 
comments on the Marching Band were Very Good. 
and a Very Good Display. L/Cpl. Macdonald danced 
a Solo Sword Dance, which was commented on by 
the Inspecting Officers. This was the first time that 
this had been ventured. and it was pleasing to know 
that it met with success. The over all comment on 
the Band was Very Good, and a ll the men are to be 
congratulated on their spirit of team work. which 
helped to make the day a great success. 

SHETLAND VISITED 
Latitude 60 North (in line with Greenland and 

Siberia)-180 miles west of Bergen, Norway, and 
the same distance north of Aberdeen- lie the Shet
land l slands. The Shetland archipelago consists of 
at least one hundred islands, twenty two of them 
inhabited. 

Lerwick, the " capital " of Shetland. bas amenities 
and faci lities in excess of the needs of its own popu
lation of less than 6,000. It caters for all who use 
the harbour from which the town has grown and is 
the administrati ve. educational and shopping centre 
for the 18,000 population of the entire group of 
islands. 

Separated as the islands are from the remainder of 
the regimental recruiting area, it was felt , during the 
first days of the new year that it would be beneficial 
to visit the islands and conduct an intensive recruiting 
campaign. Difficulties there were. Shetlanders are 
men who turn to the sea rather than to the a rmy for 
a career. The reorganisation of the T.A .. in 1947, 
left Shetland, for the first time. with no Gordon unit. 
The finance involved in moving any large contingent 
to the islands for any appreciable time seemed 
unobtainable. Nevertheless a rise in the rate of 
unemployment in the islands made us determined to 
visit Lerwick somehow. The formation of a Shetland 
sub unit within the Battalion was mooted and 
agreed. Every recruiting fund was minutely examined 
and the money for the trip found. An opportunity 

Part of Up Reily Aa Torchligbt Parade, viewed from the air 
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Church Parade-The Military Band marching back to Fort Charlotte from 
St. Columba's, Lerwick 

presented itself in the shape of the famous Up H elly 
Aa fire festival to take place on the 30th January in 
Lerwick. 

This age old festival whose roots lie in Norse 
legend is very much a family affair and we offered 
the services of the Band, conscious of being " out
siders." Although no " foreign" band had taken part 
in the festival in its long history, the people of 
Lerwick at once took us into the very heart of the 
celebrations. 

T hrough the long nights of Northern winter, the 
Viking chiefs feas ted and drank. Restless in idleness, 
enforced by raging seas, they looked for the return 
of the Sun God with his promise of fair weather. 
Twenty four nights after Yule the Norsemen marked 
the end of the winter Solstice with ritua l fires and 
feasting. This was U p Hell y Aa- the end of the 
holidays. 

Today this is celebrated by an organised torchlight 
procession in which a model Norse galley is the 
centre piece and an elected Guizer Ja r! is the leader. 

The first excitement of the day is the appearance 
at the Market Cross of a n enormous bi ll-board bear
ing the J arl's proclamation. Artistically ornamented 
and lettered, it is a humorous commentary on local 
men and affairs - the Gordons did not escape. Later, 
interest shifts to the quayside, where the impressive 
and beauti ful Viking longship comes into view. Thirty 
feet long, it is heraldic in conception with an 
enormous dragon head and tail ; oars surmounted by 
shields bearing heraldic emblems are positioned on 

the gunwales; the raven banner of the Norsemen 
flutters from the masthead. 

In the evening the galley is hauled to the starting 
point of the great procession in which thousands take 
part The Guizer Jarl in full Viking costume stands 
at the steeri ng oar and his squad of Norse warriors 
fall in beside the ship. In a few seconds the dark 
winter night is dispelled by the ruddy glare of six 
hundred flaming brands. Smoke rises in a black pall 
above houses which reflect the orange glow of fire, 
the band strikes up and the galley moves forward 
between two fiery ranks while every voice is raised 
in song. 

At the burning site the guizers circle the ship and 
after cheers have been called for and the " Galley 
Song " rendered, the Jar! leaves his vessel and a bugle 
sounds. The torches are hurled into the hull and 
the guizers remain round the huge bonfire to sing 
" The Norseman 's Home." 

T he night is just beginning, however, in every hall 
in the town there will be dancing and merrymaking 
and the fif ty squads will visit each ba ll in turn unti l 
8 a .m. H ere the full richness of the costumes is seen 
and the night is a passing show to rival the Chelsea 
A rts BalL 

When advance publicity of the visit appeared in 
the loca l press, a rather worried Mr. Ford rang Lt. 
Fleming from Fort George and despite reassurances, 
was never really sure that he would not have to 
appear at some stage in sheepskins and Viking helmet 
carrying an axe. 
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The contingent arrived in Lerwick on the s.s. "St. 
Nin ian " on Friday, 26th January and sailed again 
fo r Aberdeen on Saturday, 3rd February. Throughout 
the visit, the administrative headquarters was Fort 
Charlotte. From dawn to dusk the regimental flag 
flew from the ramparts high above the harbour where 
ships of the R oyal Navy, Russia and the commercial 
and fishing fleets of the North of Scotland lay at 
anchor dressed overall. 

The first public appearance of the band was a 
Church Parade to St. Columba's where they played 
for the morning service and on the return march 
through the town to the Fort. That evening the first 
of the band concerts was given to a full house in the 
Garrison Theatre. The large crowds of people who 
turned up at every concert and dance gave some idea 
of the popularity of the band. A word of thanks, 
here, to Captain John Johnson, Secretary of the T. 
and A.F.A., and Jerry Andrew for all their hard work 
in making the visit such a success. 

Space does not allow a full description of the 
entire programme of our visit. but we would like to 
mention our pleasant tour of Scalloway organised so 
well by Mr. John Smith. 

Although good weather made the parade most 
spectacular on the morning of Up Helly Aa, it 
changed to a continuous downpour in the evening. 

It is the proud boast of Lerwick that the parade goes 
on no matter what the weather. The full ceremonial 
was observed. The band, massed with the Lerwick 
Band played from start to finish even though the 
music cards were, in the end. reduced to pulp. After 
the parade, the entire contingent went guizing or 
were invited as guests to halls throughout the town. 
The Dixieland Band proved a great favourite at the 
Grand Hotel. 

The visit was not all pomp and pageantry. 
Although nearly everyone in Lerwick was on holiday. 
numerous liaison visits were made to schools, civic 
departments and regimental f riends in an attempt to 
stimulate recruiting. Since then we have secured the 
appointment of Jerry Andrew as a full-time regi
mental agent. A recruiting sergeant visits the island 
once a month f rom Aberdeen and the dance band 
and bandmaster paid a short liaison visi t in April. 

We would like to thank again the members of 
Lerwick and Scalloway branches of the 5!7 Gordons 
and the hostesses in the halls on Up Helly Aa night 
for their overwhelming hospitality. Mr. H. S. D rever. 
Captain Magnus Shearer, Dr. Manson and Mr. 
Wishart should also be mentioned for their kindness 
and help. Not least the Guizer Jar!, Mr. George 
Leask, his secretary Mr. Joe Hunter, and all the 

The Military Band, in the background the ruins of Scalloway Castle 
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members of hi s committee for allowing thi s invasion 
of their domain. 

A final march past was arranged for Saturday, 3rd 
February. The salute was taken from the steps of 
the Town Hall by the Provost, Mr. R . B. Blance. 
accompanied by Captain Johnson and Lt. Fleming. 
Jn the evening hundreds of the townspeople came 
down to Victoria Quay to see us off. Piper McAllister, 
on the top deck, played the ship out of harbour to 
the accompaniment of the sirens of the navy and 

the fishing boats. The journey overn ight to Aberdeen 
was through a force ten gale. A scale x parade for 
sea-sickness tablets before the sh ip sailed reduced 
the effects of the storm to nil. 

It was a unique experience to live for a while 
among people with such a highly developed sense of 
community. The absence of television is no great 
loss. A considerable impact was made by the regi
mental visit and much interest in the regiment 
engendered. R.L.O. 

3rd BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS (T.A.) 
Since the last issue of the Regimental Journal the 

Batta lion has been shaking itself about and adopting 
its new identity with considerable success. Company 
exercises, climbing mountains, operating with a ir
craft, ski-ing and a battalion exercise have all helped. 
The Battalion exercise carried out in the lnverurie 
a rea as an inter-company competition including fight
ing patrols and recce patrols was particularly novel 
and successful. "A " Company. represented by Cpl. 
Brown and his merry men are now the proud 
possessors for a yea r at least, of a new trophy " For 
Field Efficiency." 

On 26th May the Battalion did well in the 51st 
(H .) Div./Dist. Games and won the "Scotsman 
Cha llenge Cup " and Tug o' War for the third year in 
succession. The Dancing Team won the Foursome 
event. Sgt. Watt won the Fling and Sgt. Ingram was 
third in the Piping Competition. Only two other 
competitiors entered. and these for Field events. Now 
that we have an A.P.T.C. Sgt. Instructor it is h oped 
to find more talent for next year's games. 

ln ea rly April , Captain George Michie left the 
Batta lion to assume the a ppointment of T.A. Asso
ciation Quartermaster. We were sorry to see him 
leave after only a year in the 3rd Battalion , but we 
wish him every success in his new appointment and 
hope tha t he will continue his association with the 
Battalion. We welcome in his place as Administrative 
Officer Capta in Harold Foster, M.B.E., hoping that 
his stay with us will be a long and happy one. Well 
known to all ranks of the 1st Battalion, which he left 
on retirement in October 1961, it is good to have 
him back in Regimental circles. which we trust will 
not be of the ever decreasing variety. We can be 
assured that he wi ll as always take a keen interest 
in the sport and athletics in the Battalion. 

At H .Q. Woolmanhill the main offices are being 
changed around somewhat. and redecorated in the 
contemporary style. Those that have been completed 
look smart and clean and complete with intercom
are a great improvement. It is hoped to redecorate 
the Officers' Mess and a start has been made. Judging 
by the time taken to do the offices, they will have 
" mellowed" to their former appearance by the time 
the Mess is completed. 

All ranks of the Battalion are looking forward to, 
and preparing for Camp. which this year wi ll be 
"South of the Border " a t Proteus Camp. nea r 
Nottingham. 

"A" COMPANY 
In a very active and interesting quarter the activi

ties of the Banffshire Company have ranged from 
ski-ing in the Cai rngorms to flying over their home 
county. Other weekend exercises have included a 

night patrol operation "sabotaging" an M.T. convoy 
in laager near Cullen, section in itiative tests involving 
a five mile crossing of Bennachie near lnveru rie in 
a blinding snowstorm and mist and special tra ining 
sessions run by the P.S.J.s, Sgts. Richardson and Joss 
to introduce Officers and N.C.O.s of the Company to 
the new self-loading rifle. 

The a ir exercise held in mid-May p roved an 
extremely popular event indeed. the Company having 
placed at its disposal a single-engined Pioneer aircraft 
from R.A.F. Transport Command for t1ai ning in the 
laying out and manning of landing strips, the a ir 
supply of troops in the field and casualty evacuation. 
Three a irstrips were established in the county- in 
fields at Keith and Buckie and at the disused wartime 
a irfield at Dallacby near Spey Bay- and were in 
constant use throughout the day. 

Just before going to press the Company gained a 
notable distinction-the represen tative section under 
Corporal Richard Brown, Buckie w inning the Batta
lion's first inter-Company section competition and 
bringing borne to Keith the si lver cup awarded fo r 
the contest. The competition which took place in 
the Inverurie, Oldmeldrum and Aberdeen areas con
sisted of day and night patrols designed to test the 
standard of section training achieved, and throu!\hout 
it became a needle affair between "A " a nd "C" 
Companies, with the former finishing in top place 
eight points ahead of their rivals from Deeside. Social 
functions during the period included a successful 
buffet supper dance held by the Keith Pla toon in 
April while at the end of May a challenge foo tball 
ma tch between the Dufftown and Keith Platoons took 
place at Dufftown. 

A number of promotions were made to fill existing 
vacancies. these being :-

Keitb-Cpl. Burgess to Sgt.: L/Cpl. Law to Cpl. : 
Pte. Kerr to L/Cpl. 

Dufftown- Ptes. Brown 62. Anderson 88. and Mai r 
to L/Cpl. 

"8" COMPANY 
During the past three months the Mormond Hill 

Range has been the scene of most of our weekend 
activi ties in preparation fo r the R ine and L.M .G . 
Range course classifica tion which took place a t the 
end of April. Scores were somewhat di sappointing 
and one excuse put forward was that the recruits. 
who in an emergency had to act as butt ma rkers. 
hadn't yet mastered the use of the pencil ! ! 

Ski training was attended by Lieuts. George Thorn. 
R. D. Buchan. Sgt. Robertson, Cpls. Simpson 
(R.E.M.E.). Gerrie and Pte . Wilson. Lieut. Thorn 
paid heavily for a rather unorthodox descent from 
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one of the steeper slopes and we hope his knee is 
now on the mend. 

The Company held a supper and dance in the 
Drill Hall at Peterhead on Friday, April 27th, thi s 
being in the nature of dry run (lady-wise not liquor
wise) in preparation for the forthcoming annual camp 
near Nottingham where, according to gleeful local 
statisticians, men are outnumbered by the fa ir sex 
by five to one. Transport was provided for the 
outlying Platoons at Fraserburgh and Ellon and the 
success of the event was reflected in tbe impact on 
the Canteen Account. Similar socials have been 
arranged at Fraserburgh and Ellon. 

The redecoration of Ellon Canteen has been com
pleted by C.S.M . Murison and his pioneers and they 
deserve every congratulation for a very fine job of 
work. 

Corporal Rothney of the Fraserburgh Platoon 
enjoyed considerable success in the British Legion 
sports, collecting four medals for shooting in addition 
to the darts championship. 

Major-General D. B. Lang, the new G.O.C. 51 
(H.) Division and District inspected Company H.Q. 
at Peterhead on Thursday, March 29th and was much 
impressed with the hall and its many amenities. 

Recent additions to the Company were as fo llows: 
Peterhead - Ptes. Livingstone, Fulton, Gilmartin, 

Napier, Pressley, MacDougall, Emslie, Anderson. 
Reid, Taylor, Chalmers. McLeod, Boys MacDougall 
and McQueen ; 

Ellon - Pte. Chrystall ; 
Fraserburgh - Ptes. Walker and Sutherland. 
Congratulations, too. to Pte. Stott on his marriage 

to Miss Sheila M itchell, Waterton Cottage, Ellon, 
and also to C.S.M. Murison who fo llowed suit just 
before these notes were closed. 

" H.Q." COMPANY 
The range provided one of the few occasions 

during the past quarter when the entire Company 
was able to parade together and the new Range 
course, in the opinion of all. offered a much more 
exciting and real istic test of markmanship. One 
of the highlights was the run-down practice which, 
on one occasion. was like a scene f rom a Norman 
Wisdom comedy with the Signals Officer executing a 
neat "header " into a pool of water en route and 
floundering to the surface in due course muttering 
darkly. 

A joint training programme involving the Signa l 
and M.T. Platoons was embarked upon and this 
included two long week-end exercises which proved 
very successful. The fi rst scheme enabled the M.T. 
personnel to practice convoy and assembly area drills 
and, at the same time, gave the signallers an oppor
tunity to practice communications over long distances. 

T he second exercise underlined the importance of all 
ranks having a sound grounding in signal work. 

The M.T. Platoon has also been giving driving 
instruction to members of the unit and, in particular, 
to the new Reconnaissance Platoon but the large 
demand experienced has made it difficult to give as 
much tuition as has been hoped. 

Sgt. Webster and his staff of cooks have had plenty 
of opportunity to keep their ski ll in the culinary arts 
up to scratch and the Company greatly appreciate 
their efforts on weekend exercises. 

The Drums and Pipes brought credit to the Unit 
with a splendid performance which was broadcast by 
the B.B.C. on May 25th and they have already made 
a start on their programme of summer engagements. 
Ex-Corporal T homson of the 1st Battalion has been 
helping to instruct the pipers in the pibroch. 

The Military Ba nd played very well at the B.B.C. 
audition but fa iled to meet the Corporation's 
requirements in regard to numbers. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
On Saturday, April 14th last the Mess honoured 

Brigad ier Sir Al ick Buchanan-Smith at a dinner held 
in Woolmanhill during which he was presented with 
a silver salver inscribed with members' signatures in 
appreciation of his excellent services to the Battalion 
as its H onorary Colonel. The gift was handed over 
by Colonel G. W. Bruce. his successor as Hon. 
Colonel. Tribute to Sir Alick's work were paid by 
both Lieut.-Col. K. M. Burnett, the C.O. and Col. G. 
P . Geddes, a former Hon. Colonel of the now extinct 
Territorial 5/6th Battalion. 

T wo very successful "wine and cheese " parties 
have been held and to cater for the more energetic 
outdoor types efforts are being made to start sporting 
weekends embracing such activities as ski-ing. sailing, 
pony-trekking, hill-cl imbing. golf and gliding. 

During the quarter Major R. M. Bruce took over 
the duties of P .M.C. from Major Stewart Ross. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
Five members of the Mess with a total between 

them of 128 years' service to the Regiment in Regular 
and T.A .engagements were the guests of honour at 
a social evening held in the Woolmanhill Mess in 
March to mark their departure from the Battalion. 

They were : C/Sgt. W. C. Smith, who has gone 
to Australia ; Sgt. "Frosty " D onaldson, now in 
the R.A.F. Regiment complete with handlebar 
moustache ; C.S.M. M. Sharp, C/Sgt. D. Bonnar 
and Major (Q.M.) A. Taylor, who have now retired 
from the T.A. 

On behalf of the Mess, R .S.M. J. Junes presented 
each with a clock or watch according to individual 
choice. 

THE CAPE TOWN HIGHLANDERS 
The first four months of the year have passed 

relatively quietly except for the last week in April. 
The Regiment celebrated its 77th birthday at the 
Army Officers' Mess Wynberg, at a rather bigger than 
usual cocktail party. During the evening the guests, 
who numbered about 400, were entertained by the 
Pipes and Drums. The festivities were scheduled to 
end at 20.00 hours but it was nearer 22.00 hours when 
the Commanding Officer was piped out of the Mess. 

It is reported that the 2 1/C forgot to close the bar ! ! 
Two days later, the Officers' Mess Dinner was held 

a t the same venue. A most enjoyable but rather 
quieter affair than the cocktail party. On Sunday, 
29th April the annual church parade at St. Andrews' 
Presbyterian Church, Cape Town was held. The 
colour ensign was 2/Lt. B. Ventris and the colour 
sergeants were Sgts. Harris and Kirsten. 

The Regiment's first commitment was to perform 

1 
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street lining duties at the opening of Parliament. 
Judging by comments after the ceremony (both 
military and civilian) the regiment's contingent per
formed very creditably. 

During March the Officers attended a farewell 
party to mark the retirement of Brig. H. Cilliers, 
O.B.E., Officer Commanding 13th Combat Group. A 
most enjoyable function at which many old friend
ships were renewed. We were particularly pleased to 
meet Commandant Tony Dold. O.C. the first City 
Regiment which unit was amalgamated with the 
C.T.H. during the Italian Campaign in the Second 
World War. 

The first range practice of the year was held as 
usual at Bellville and thanks to the sound organisation 
all laid down practices were successfully completed. 
The officers' pistol shoot was won by 2/ Lt. B. Ventris 
and the warrant officers' trophy by W.O. II C. de 
Reuck. Congratulations to the winners. The war
rant officers' trophy for pistol shooting was presented 
by ex-R.S.M. " Mac " Schwormstedt a nd forms a 
treasured addition to the regimental trophies. 

Later in the year the Gold Cup Competition was 
completed. The old No. 4 r ifle was used and what 
with unfamiliar rifles and Jack of practices the 
regimental team did not fare too well. However, we 
were there ! 

Pipe Major J. Marwick at the Eastern Cape 
H ighland Gathering 

Members of the Regimental Pipe Band attended 
the Eastern Cape Highland Gathering a t East London 
held on Easter Saturday. Unfortunately, due to 
va rious reasons those competing suffered from Jack 
of sufficient practice. but neve rtheless performed 
creditably. The necessary funds to enable members 
to attend were collected by the members of the Band 
at va rious functions and by various "swindles."' A 
very good show all round. 

A problem which is always with us is lately very 
much to the fore. The Regiment is responsible for 
equipping its members with Highland dress with no 
help from the Department of Defence. Our numbers 

are to be doubled in the near future and coupled 
with the fact that we have barely sufficient Highland 
dress to turn out present numbers, our problem has 
indeed become acute. A Kilt Fund committee under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Ken Godbold has been 
established and charged with raising a rather formid
able sum of money. Various small functi ons have 
al ready been organised, notably by the ladies of the 
Regimental Association, but we are promised big 
things in the very near future. Here's wishing Ken 
and his merry men good hunting. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
The first Mess function of the year was our annual 

cricket match against the medical profession at Kelvin 
Grove on Sunday, 4th February. Captained by the 
2 I /C, Major Niemann, the Mess achieved a most 
convincing win, largely due to the batting of Lts. E. 
Forsyth and Bill Dallas and 2/Lt. Bagshawe-Smith. 
The trophy remained with us and the small gathering 
after the game was pleasantly up to standard. On 
the following Friday we had the pleasure of enter
tai ning two of our cricketing opponents at a Mess 
meeting. Drs. Baigrie and Whittaker. 

March was quiet apart from a farewell party at 
the Army Officers' Mess Wynberg to mark the retire
ment of O.C. J 3 Combat Group. Brig. H. S. Cilliers. 
O.B.E.. after some 30 years of service. A good 
number of officers attended a very enjoyable party 
and admi red a most sensible parting gift to the 
Brigadier in the form of an outboard motor. 

April was birthday month. with a vengeance. By 
the beginning of May officers were happy to revert to 
a quiet peaceful life. The celebrations began on 
Wednesday, 25th with a cocktail party at the A.O.M .. 
Wynberg. It was probably the largest function of 
its kind ever given by the Regiment. About 400 
guests attended. not only military but civilians in 
large n umbers. The Pipes and Drums were in atten
dance and added to the success of the party. 
Proceedings were scheduled to end at 2000 hours but 
were going strong at 2130. 

Friday evening at the same venue saw the Mess 
assembled for the Birthday Mess Dinner. Numbers 
were smaller and were confined to serving and past 
officers and representatives of other units. It was a 
quieter affair than in previous years. 

On Sunday. 29th, the Regiment went to church at 
St. Andrew's, taking the Regimental Colour. 
Unfortunately. or perhaps fortunately it was not 
possible to hold the usual after church pa rty. 

To finish on a note of triumph, the 2 T/C. Major 
Niemann became a father for the fourth time, when 
Mrs. Niemann presented him with his third son on 
the morning of Friday, 27th. Who says senior officers 
don't work? 

SER GEANTS' MESS 
T he beginning of 1962 found the Sergeants' M_ess 

undergoing certa in radical changes. the most startling 
of which. must surely be the marriages of no less 
than four of our members. During this period. Sgts. 
Baguley. Harris. van der Merwe and newly promot~d 
Sgt. De Reuck decided to join forces with the opposite 
sex. We take th is opportunity of wish ing Alfreda. 
Yvonne. Evelyn and Maria respectively all the best 
for the future and lots of patience. 

T he bachelor parties held by Sgts. "Bags." Van 
and " Buddy" Harris wi ll long be remembered: ~gt. 
Van is still tryi ng to solve the mystery of the mtssmg 
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hairs and to this day violet coloured stains are still 
in evidence on Sgt. Robert's lounge floor. 

Once again, we have to say "Au Revoir " to 
C.S.M. "Pinky" Mullins whose occupation as 
auditor has necessitated a transfer inland. One of 
our newly promoted sergeants, Sgt. Du Toit, finds 
himself in similar circumstances and whilst congrat
ulating him on his promotion. we also wish him 
Godspeed and good luck in his new environments. 

Our heartiest congratulations to Regimental Sgt. 
Major Lowton on confirmation of his rank and we 
are also pleased to report that our new R.Q.M.S. 
John Steyn has had cause for another engraving on 
his cane. 

Due to the anticipated expansion of the Regiment, 
several additions have been made to the Mess and 
we welcome Sgts. Kirsten, Du Toit, Vinello-Lippert. 
Whitehead, Millson and De Reuck. 

The honour of life membership of the Sergeants' 
Mess has been bestowed upon Ex-R.S.M. " Mac " 
Schwormsteldt and Ex-R.Q.M.S. Smith. whose ser
vices and loyalty to the Mess and Regiment have 
laid an exemplary foundation for present and future 
members. As a small token of appreciation for his 
service and forebearance as R .Q.M.S. the Mess pre
sented W.O. 1l Smith with an engraved clock. 

A float ing trophy in the form of a silver plaque. 
donated by the ex-R .S.M. for the best pistol shot 
among Warrant Officers' was won for the first time 
by C.S.M. De Reuck. 

A well attended concert in aid of Kilt Funds was 
followed by the joint celebration of Sgt. Roberts and 
Mrs. Roberts' birthday party. which culminated in 
an early morning swim. 

It is with definite regret that we report the " retire
ment " of Sgt. " Bags ., Baguley and Sgt. 
"Unaccustomed as I am to public speaking " John 
Fabre who, through force of circumstance have iound 
it necessary to bid the Mess farewell. Despite the 
fact that these members are no longer on strength it 
is truly heartening to note the enthusiasm and interest 
shown by them in all Regimental activities. A word 
of thanks must be extended to Sgt. Baguley for his 
services as scribe and your present scribe can only 
ho pe to maintain the standard set. 

At the annual general meeting of the Sergeants' 
Mess, C.S.M. C. De Reuck was elected secretary for 
the ensuing year, Pipe Major Marwick having decided 
that band functions were becoming a fu ll time job. 
A word of thanks must also be extended to the Pipe 
Major whose wrath was felt by all members who 
thought it not necessary to pay subscriptions. 

The Regiment was once aga in called upon to form 
portion of the street lining for the opening of Parli
ment and. in spite of the rain. the general turnout 
was up to its usual high standard. On the :1nnual 
birthday parade, the Regiment was ceremoniously 
turned out, with Sgts. " Buddy" Harris and " W inky" 
Kirsten the colour sergeants of the day. 

It is reported that an exceptionally "enjoyable " 
weekend was had by a ll during the band's visit to 
East London and we believe that time was even found 
for competition, in which events the Band fared 
favourably. 

PIPES & DRUMS 
This issue marks the end of an active quarter for 

the Band. Starting on the 27th January, we came. 
first of all, to the performance given by the Band at 
the variety show, held in aid of the Regimental Kilt 
Fund. On this occasion, our gallant broadswords 

team gave, if I remember correctly, their first public 
performance, acquitting themselves creditably under 
the circumstances. 

Our engagements, thereafter, were many and 
varied, including, among others, another show, this 
time in a id of the St. John Ambulance Brigade, a 
parade of the same organisation, a fete at the Lady 
Buxton Chi ldren's Home, a dog show, a nd a memorial 
service by the British Commonwealth Ex-Servicemen's 
League. 

One engagement, in particular, which we shall not 
easily forget is the Community Chest Carnival, held 
at Maynardville, Wynberg. We were engaged to play 
on two nights, and on the second night, caused a mild 
sensation by inadvertently p iping in a consignment 
of Shamrock, flown specially from Ireland, to the 
tune of "Scotland the Brave." The choice of tune 
was unfortunate although we never gave it a moment's 
thought until the angry letters appeared in the press 
the next day. (It dawned on me then. why the 
country is called " Ire "-land). A certain wag was 
particularly caustic in his tirade against us. calling 
the tune " Ireland the Brave."' 

Once again, si nce the last issue, the spotlight bas 
been on competition. This time it was the Eastern 
Cape Highland Gathering. Al though we were unable 
to muster enough experienced pipers to send a fu ll 
band, it was decided. at the eleventh hour. to enter a 
pipers' fou rsome. a corps of drummers and a broad
swords team. Those bandsmen who wished to enter 
for individual competitions were invited to do so as 
well . Although. at such short notice, we were unable 
to get in the amount of practice we should have, we 
brought home at least one victor. Drummer James 
Marwick, the Pipe Major's son, who won the gold 
medal fo r the novice drumming section, besides which 
he took thi rd place in the more advanced under 21 
section. T he victory is a considerable one. since, at 
the time of writing, James has only been drumming 
for three months. Well done, James! 

Congratula tions also to Drummers Neville Hudson 
and Errol Smith, who took second and third places, 
respectively, in the open drumming competition. 
Neville has just returned to us, after an absence of 
three months, and it gives me great pleasure, on 
behalf of the Band. to welcome him back into the 
fold. 

Although we did not all make the grade, everyone 
agreed that the day was a most enjoyable one, and 
we may console ourselves with the knowledge that 
the re wi ll be another gathering next year. 

The day's festivities were crowned with a Highland 
ball in the M.O.T.H. hall at East London. where the 
gathering was held. Everyone was in high spirits, 
especially the Pipe Major's wife. who gave us her 
own version of the " twist." (This may come as a 
shock to her if she thought I wasn't looking). During 
the evening we were entertained by the Pipe Band 
of the Natal Mounted Rifles, winners of the Band 
competition. There can be no disputing that they 
are a truly great band, and I can pay them no 
greater tribute than to say that it was worth the trip 
from Cape Town to East London just to hear them 
play. 

On our return. we bad hardly time to settle down. 
when we were called upon to play at a cocktail 
party. at the Army Officers' Mess, given to mark the 
occasion of the Regiment's 77th birthday. Being 
fresh f rom the competitions, the Band was in top 
form. 
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On the Sunday following, the Regiment held its 
ann ual Birthday Church Parade and. although the 
Band was somewhat depleted, owing to a few 
illnesses. we were nevertheless able to put up a 
reasonably good show. And that in spite of the 
unseasonable heat. 

It is indeed a pleasure to be able to report that an 
old friend, in the person of Piper Hemmings, has 
announced his intention of returning to the Band. 
By the time these notes appear in print we hope to 
have him back with us. It's certainly good to know 
that our ex-members do not forget us so easily. 

"A " COMPANY 
There have been two changes among the officers 

of this Company. during the last four months. We 
congratulate Major J . Niemann on his promotion to 
Battalion Second in Command, and Lt. R. Forsyth 
on his transfer to Adjutant, and wish them both good 
luck in their new positions. knowing full well that 
they will make a success of them. 

At the same time we would like to welcome Major 
C. C. C. Albertyn, who transferred from Headquarter 
Company, as our new Company Commander and 
wish him every success in his new command. 

We also welcome Sgts. Kirsten and Vinello-Lippert 
and congratulate them on their recent promotions. 

These alterations have left the Company one 
Platoon Commander short, but we are expecting a 
replacement in the near future. 

There has been little activity of any consequence in 
the past four months. Nothing, in fact, other than 
our visit to Bellville Range. 

The pistol shoot unfortunately was not our strong 
point this year and the silver sa lver was taken by an 
officer in another company. 

Our birthday celebrations a re behind us to the 
relief of a ll as the last week in April was indeed a 
crowded and hectic one. 

H.Q. COMPANY 
This quarter has witnessed a few changes within 

the Company. Major C. Albertyn has been trans
ferred to " A" Company as Company Commander. 
We welcome Captain Hulme to the Company as the 
new 2 I.C. 

Lt. B. Dallas has recently returned from the 
military college where be attended a promotion 
course. 

The Annual Church Parade was held on 29/4/62; 
the colour ensign for the occasion being Lt. B. 
Ventris of the Mortar Platoon. 

Sergeants E. du Toil and R. de Reuck are con
gratulated on their recent promotions. 

FIRST BATI'ALION THE ROYAL VICTORIA REGIMENT 
Readers may recall an announcement in the issue 

of March 1961 that The Victorian Scottish had been 
merged with The Royal Melbourne Regiment and 
the City of Essendon Regiment to form a new unit 
with the above title. 

Writing to the Colonel of the Regiment to acknow
ledge a copy of Volume V of the Regimental 
History, the Commanding Officer, Brigadier K. T. 
Bla rney also says-

" So far as our progress is concerned the 
Battalions have welded together quite nicely and 
we are developing a new unit spirit very 
satisfactorily." 

" Our kilted Companies are carrying on the old 
5th Batta lion traditions as one would properly 
anticipate whilst our pipes and drums 

undoubtedly represent one of the most competent 
groups in Melbourne." 

The tartan worn is of course Gordon and whi lst the 
continuance of the affi liation has been taken for 
granted official confirmation, which has been delayed 
because of the problems of other Regiments, may be 
expected shortly. 

Brigadier Blarney also says- " You will be inter
ested to know that Lieutenant-General Sir Henry 
Wells, K.B.E.. C.B.. D.S.O., a former C.G.S. 
Australian Military Forces has been appointed 
Honorary Colonel of our Regiment," and concludes 
" Please accept the warm good wishes of all in I 
R.V.R. and, again, sincere thanks for the copy of the 
History you have made available to us." 

THE CANLOAN MEMORIAL 

The Inscription on the Memorial which was 
unvei led by His Excellency The Governor General 
of Canada on 3rd June 1961 read : 

Erected by the Governments of Canada and The 
United Kingdom, The British Regiments, The 
Canloan Army Officers' Association and Canloan 
Next of Kin. Designated "Can loan " 673 
Canadian Officers volunteered for loan to the 
British Army and took part in the invasion and 
liberation of Europe 1944-45. 

Canloan total casualties were 465 of which 128 
were fatal. Their fallen are honoured in this 
quiet place in gratitude and remembrance of the 
cost of liberty. 

Among the R oll of the Fallen are the fo llowing 
names: 

The Gordon Highlanders Battalion 

Lt. Aitken, John Alexander 00. oo . ... oo· oo· 00. 2nd 
Lt. Beaton, Gordon Edward oo· 00. 000 oo· 000 000 00 . 2nd 
Lt. Brownlee-Lamon!, Wilfrid Wallace Nigel 00. 2nd 
Lt. McKibbin, Hugh David ... .... ...... .. . .. 5f7 th 
Lt. Rodger, Anderson 00. 00 . 00 . 00 .... 00 . 00. 00. 1st 
Lt. Gilmour, James Hunter 00. 00. 00 .... 00. 00 . 00. 1st 
Lt. MacDonald, Alistair Keith . . . ......... ... ... 1st 

The Regiment along with 40 o thers of the British 
Army made a donation towards the Memorial. 
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GORDON HIGHLANDERS CLUB 

Top Table, Annual Dinner of The Gordon Highlanders Club 

The Annual Dinner and Dance was held in the 
Bon Accord Hotel, Aberdeen on Friday, 23rd March. 
There was an attendance of more than 130 members 
and friends and the evening was one of the most 
successful of recent years. 

T he photograph shows from left to right : Lieut.
Colonel W. D. H . Duke, Mr. J. La ing (Chairman), 
Mrs. Laing, Lieut.-Colonel P. W. Forbes of Corse, 
Mrs. Forbes, Lieut.-Colonel K . M. Burnett, Mrs. 
Burnett. 

REGIMENTAL. ASSOCIATION 

Office : 151 KING STREET, ABERDEEN. 
Tel. 24154 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF BRANCH SECRETARIES 

LONDON : Mr. C. CAMPBELL, 
25 Holsworthy Square, 

Elm Street, 
Holbom , 

LONDON. W.C. 1. 

EDINBURGH : Mr. WILLIAM LESLIE, 
7 Rothesay Terrace, 

EDINBURGH, 3. 

GLASGOW : Mr. E. MEIGHAN, 
15 Ashley Street, 

GLASGOW, C.3. 

HAWICK : Mr. T. S. AITCHISON. 
7- 11 High Street, 

HAWICK, 
Roxburghshi re. 

PERTH : Mr. G. COBB. 
3 Campsie Road. 

Let ham, 
PERTH. 

NOTTINGHAM: Mr. E. MATTHEWS, 
35 St. Mary's Crescent. 

Ruddington, 
NOTTINGHAM. 
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THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS ASSOCIATION 

PERTH AND DISTRICT BRANCH 
The Annual Reunion and Dinner of the Perth and 

District Branch of the Association was held in the 
Waverley Hotel, Perth, on Friday, 23rd February, 
1962, the chair being occupied by Lieut.-Colonel 
Patrick Forbes of Corse, O.B.E. 

The Toast to the Regiment was proposed by Major 
General F. C. C. Graham. C.B., D.S.O.. General 
Officer Commanding 51st (Highland) Division and 
District, and was replied to by Lieut.-Colonel K. M. 
Burnett, T.D., Officer Commanding 3rd Battalion, 
The Gordon Highlanders (T.A.). 

The Gordon Highlanders Club was represented by 
Mr. R. McDonald, and the Gordon Highlanders 
Association by Mr. J. McPhail. Representatives a lso 
attended from The British Legion, Scotland, The 
Black Watch Association, and the Seaforth High
landers Association, Perth and District Branch. 

Entertainment during the evening was very ably 
provided by Mr. Gerry Winton and Mrs. H. McNeill, 
supported by Mr. W. Jamieson and Mr. J. L. 
Forsyth. whose reminiscences of life in the Regiment 
were very well received. 

The Dinner was attended by the Branch Chaplai n, 
the Very Reverend Dr. John A. Fraser, M.B.E., T.D., 
D.O .. Minister of Aberdalgie Church. Perthshire. Dr. 
Fraser enlisted in the 4th Battalion in 1915, was 
commissioned in 1917. served with the 5th Battalion 
in France in 1917 and 1918. when he was posted to 
the 4th Battalion, until demobilisation in 1919. 

He was mobilised as Chaplai n to the Forces in 
1939, and was appointed Senior Chaplain to the 
Forces, 52nd Division in 1940. He held the appoint
ment of D.A.C.G., West Scotland District, with the 
rank of Lieut.-Colonel until 1945. 

An apology was intimated from The Earl of 
Caithness. Colonel of the Regiment, who was visiting 
the 1st Battalion in Kenya. and from Lieut.-Colonel 
J. H. Stitt, M .C., and Major W. R. Broadhurst, 
M.V.O., who were on holiday abroad. 

LONDON BRANCH 

THE JUBILEE REUNION 
Members travelled from places as far distant as 

Stratford-on-Avon, Swindon and Lincoln to attend 
the 50th Reunion of the Gordon Highlanders London 
Association held at the London Scottish Drill Hall, 
Buckingham Gate on Friday, lOth ovember, 1961. 

Lt.-Colonel R. G. Lees. M.B.E., presided over a 
company of nearly one hundred and fifty which 
included the Colonel of the Regiment. Brigadier the 
Earl of Caithness ; Major General E. C. Colvi lle : 
Colonel G. McDonald, Colonel D. Bennett (Colonel 
of the London Scottish); Lt.-Colonel M. Du Boulay, 
Lt.-Colonel C. Napier and Colonel Shankley (Com
manding the 3rd Batta lion Gordons) ; Lt.-Colonel 
G. R. Elsmie, Lt.-Colonel E. H. Davidson, Lt.-Colonel 
D. A. D. Fraser, Lt.-Colonel H. W. B. Saunders and 
Lt.-Colonel T. McPherson (Commanding the London 
Scottish) : R .S.M. Stewart and permanent staff of 
that Regiment and Mr. W. W. Waterman-survivor 
of Dargai and our oldest member. A buffet supper 
was served and the gathering was soon down memory 
lane, talking over old times, places and friends. The 

proceedings were halted awhile to conduct a raffle
an established ritual. The contingent of serving 
soldiers from the 1st Battalion being singula rly suc
cessful in this venture, two full bottles of "guid stuff " 
going their way. A short pithy speech by Colonel 
Lees heralded the arrival of His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Gloucester, Colonel-in-Chief of the 
Regiment, attended by Major Blair Stewart-Wilson. 
The piping honours being performed by Pipe Major 
De Laspee and Pipe Sergeant Ferguson. 

The formal atmosphere being ma in tained, about 
thirty members were presented by Colonel Lees in 
groups of three to H.R.H. and sat chatting at his 
table for several minutes. At 2230 the company 
formed two ranks between which H.R.H. passed to 
the accompaniment of pipes and applause. He had by 
then extended his scheduled visit from forty-five 
minutes to an hour and a half - a particularly 
generous gesture, as at the time be was Acting Head 
of State, in the absence of H .M. the Queen in West 
Africa. 

The evening ebbed on until the time honoured 
"ones for the road " brought au revoir and dispersal 
to end a memorable occasion. 

It is regretted that this account was overlooked and 
missed the March issue. The Editor is assured that 
the notice of the 75th Reunion will be submitted 
while the hangovers still linger ! 

CHILDRENS' CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The President's wife, Mrs. Lees, was particularly 

anxious to commemorate the Association's Jubilee 
year with a bumper Children's Christmas Party. On 
Saturday, 16th December, 1961 at the London Scottish 
Drill Hall the work of that good lady and her 
splendid band of helpers culminated in a party which 
all present agreed was one of the best ever. Their 
industry is gratefully acknowledged as well as the 
very generous donations of money which were 
received from so many of our members. 

In the presence of the Colonel of the Regiment, 
the Earl of Caithness, seventy-five children enjoyed a 
full programme of games and entertainment which 
included a Punch and Judy Show, a cinema show, a 
display by the Pipes and Drums of the London 
Scottish who later led the children, Pied Piper 
fashion round a dozen laps of the hall and having 
worked up appetites. mounted the stairs to the can
teen where tables loaded with " a ll things nice " were 
ready for their attention. The Minister of St. 
Columba's, Pont Street, the Rev. J. Fraser McGiusky 
said grace, after which the spread was attacked with 
industry. A cinema show foll owed which enabled 
the " goodies" to settle and gave parents an excuse 
to take tea. The climax arrived with the entry in 
superb splendour of Father Christmas (our President? 
- could well be !) to distribute the contents of a 
heavily laden tree to the lassies and laddies gathered 
round sitting in horse-shoe pattern. The standard of 
presents was higher than ever. M ore energy was 
worked off chasing balloons released f rom the gal
leries and then ices handed out. All good things 
must end and a happy afternoon faded into childhood 
memory but to soften the long wa it to " next time " 
Mrs. Lees dispensed a bag of sweets to each youngster 
on leaving. 
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NOTICES 

DETAILS OF ESSAYS 
BERTAND STEWART ESSAY COMPETITION, 

1963 
Prize: £80. 
Closing date: 22nd June, J 963. 
Subject : 

The R .A.F. is at present building up a short-range 
transport fo rce which will operate in the battle a rea 
in support of the Army. One Commando ship with 
helicopters is a lready in service and a second will 
shortly be ava ilable. 

Discuss the tactical and logistic oppo rtunities which 
these developments will afford a commander. 

General conditions for thi s essay competition will 
be the same as for the 1962 competition and can be 
found in A. C. I. 440 of J 961. 

GEORGE KNIGHT CLOWES MEMORIAL 
PRIZE ESSAY, 1963 

Prizes: l st prize £35; 2nd prize £15. 
Closing date : 31st March, 1963. 

Subject: 
In the recent past Armies have relied on Reservists 

to bring Units up to war establishment on mobilis
a tion and the British Expeditionary Forces sent to 
France in 1914 and 1939 included a high proportion 
of Reservists. Some critics doubt if, under modem 
conditions, thi s method of reinforcing Units is still 
practicable. T hey doubt if we can rely on a lways 
having the time, or means, to do so-especial ly in 
the case of B.A.O.R. 

Discuss in general terms the problems of service 
reserve personnel and with special rererence to 
reinforcing Army U nits. in Germany and elsewhere 
overseas, in an emergency. 

General conditions fo r thi s competition will be 
the same as for the J 962 competi tion and can be 
found in A.C.I. 308 of J 961. 

REGULAR FORCES EMPLOYMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

62 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.l. 
During 1961 the number of men and women from 

the Regular Armed Forces of the Crown placed in 
employment by the National Association for Employ
ment of Regular Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen was 
16,953, which as 85 % of those who registered at one 
or o ther of the Association's 49 branches covering 
the whole of the United Kingdom. It is of interest 
tha t of this number 6,118 were from the Army 
and 25 were from The Gordon Highlanders. 

If, when you get home, you have forgotten, lost 
or have never been told the address of your Area 
Jobfinder. apply at any big Post Office or to your 
own Regimental Association. They'll be able to 
give it to you. 

ROYAL CALEDONIAN SCHOOLS 
There a re a t present several vacancies for boys at 

the Royal Caledonian Schools which were founded 
in 181 5 to care for the children of Scottish members 
of the Armed Forces who had d ied or been disabled 
in the service of their country or who, through other 
misfortune, were unable to provide fo r their fam ily. 

Child ren, both boys and girls. are admitted to the 
Schools f rom 5 years of age and remain there until 
they are sixteen. 

Application fo r vacancies should be made to: 
The Secretary, 

R oyal Caledonian Schools. 
Bushey, 

Herts. 

STOP PRESS 

New Year Honours 

We offer belated congratulations to Lieut.-Colonel 
F. G . E. Walford on being made an O.B.E. 

Mention should have been made in the last issue. 
but on this occasion the Scottish Press seems to have 
let us down by overlooking the award. 

Regimental Museum 
An extensive fault in the roof has necessi tated the 

closure of the Museum. Work is scheduled to start 
at the end of July and estimated by the W.D. Works 
O rga nisation to take two months. T hereafter there 
is painting. cleaning and re-assembling to be done. 

Look out for a n announcement in the next issue
all should be in order by then. 

Printed and published by 
THE MORECAMBE BAY PRINTERS LTD., 

Bridge Road, Morecambe. Tel. 129 



A tale of two emblems 

Aberdeen Photographie 
Service Ltd.-founded 1898. 
e\lablished 1927. now the 
be-;t known photograph ic 
hrm in the North of Scot
land. Noted for wedding. 
commercial. colo ur and 
portrait photographs (in
cluding hundreds of Gor
don Highlanders. individ
ually and in groups}. 

THE GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS

. . . raised in 1787, 
fought in the Far 
East and the Penin· 
sui a, d ist inguished 
themselves at Cor
unna and Waterloo. 
in Egypt, the Ind ian 
Mutiny and during 
bo th World Wars. 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS 
TO THE BRIDGE OF 
D ON DEPOT 

24 MARISCHAL STREET 
ABERDEEN 

MORRIS 
SELF-DRIVE CARS 
WE OPERATE A LARGE FLEET OF 

DRIVE YOURSELF CARS 

(ALL LATEST MODELS) 

THE WIND OF CHANGE 
has swept through ourbomes and 
offices, transforming drab 
conventionality into elegance. 

Our ever-available decorating 

advice senice will readily submit, 
without obligation, estimates and 

schemes which can be carried out 
by our contracts department, 

ensuring fine workmanship and 
exquisite finish. 

JkAOGILVIE 
UNION STREET, A BERDEEN 

PATRICK N. SHINNIE 
LTD. 

Morris Distributors 

COLLEGE STREET, ABERDEEN SALES 25125 SERVICE 25126 



By Appointme nt t o 

H H THE QUEEN 
S ilversm iths & Jeweller 

Carrington & 
ESTD. 1780 

130 REGENT STREET, W.l. 

8Y APPO INTMENT TO 
H .M. QUEEN £LIZAa£TH 

THE QUEE N MOTHER 
JI:W£LL£RS AND 5 1L. V £A SMITHe 

Co., Ltd~ 
TEL.: REGENT 3727-8 

Badge Brooches in Diamonds or Gold or Enamel 
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