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La~t Days in Independent East Africa. Men of "D" Company 1st Battalion practice landing drill from H.M.S. 
Owen off Dar es Salaam. 
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EDITORIAL 

1st BATTALION 

As we went to Press with our last issue speculation 
was rife as to the extent of the delay in the return of 
the Battalion from East Africa. In the event this 
a mounted to little more than a fortnight with the 
main body flying in over the Easter week-end. 

No sooner assembled after leave the Ba ttalion is 
on its way to Brookwood to assist in the running of 
the Army Rifle Association and National Rifle Asso· 
ciation meetings at Bisley. Turning back our pages 
on ly seven years one reads of that summer, "of no 
time for conventional training for ourselves, only time 
for assistance to o thers", and of the Camp : "All a re 
in tents with primitive washing and cooking condi· 
tions". To add the figures 1964 to " Bisley 1957" is 
an honour, one feels, which the Battalion could have 
borne to do witi-Jout. 

In their brief stay at Redford Barracks the Battalion 
has earned two commendations: one from the Corn· 
mander of Edinburgh District for the excellence of the 
Castle Guards found by the Advance Party and the 
other from the Lieutenant Colonel Commanding the 
Guards Depot on the results achieved on a Drill 
Course by five Warrant and Non Commissioned 
Officers who not only set "a wonderful example" but 
gained four " B" gradings and one " A", the first for 
over a year. 

Before departing for S isley a number of the digni· 
!aries and citizens of Edinburgh were invited to witness 
the Beating of Retreat after which they were enter· 
tained in the various Messes. 

Opportunity, assisted by the Typhoid Epidemic in 
Aberdeen, has been regrettably lacking for making 
much contact with members of the Battalion, but this 
is a state of affairs which we hope may be remedied 
later in the summer. 

3rd BATT A LION 

The cancellation of the Annual Camp at Gareloch· 
head owing to the outbreak of Typhoid is a big 
disappointment. Alternative arrangements seem li kely 
to consist of local training in groups of two companies. 
but this is not the same thing and we commiserate 
with the Battalion in their misfortune. 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE DEPOT 

In mid-Ap ril the Depot moved from Fort George to 
take up permanent residence at Gordon Barracks, 
Bridge of Don which has been unoccupied for three 
and a half years. During the grea ter part of th is time 
and at a cost of some half million pounds the interiors 
of the buildings have been transformed to 1964 stan
dards. Outwardly the changes are not so noticeable 
except for new structures such as the Wa rrant Officers 
a nd Sergeants Mess which is of modern design. while 
the Education Block contains as much glass as any 
contemporary school building. 

It is good to see the old Home of the Regiment 
once more a hive of acti vity and reports on some of 
these will be found on o ther pages. 

KRAIT 

The exploits of this vessel with members of "Z" 
Force under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Ivan 
Lyon, D.S.O .. M .B.E., is one of the epic stories of 
World War II . Details of the raids on Singapore have 
appea red in books, magazines and newspapers the 
world over and now comes news of the return of Krait 
to Australia where she is to become a Memorial to 
those members of "Z" Force who lost their lives. 

Return to Australia 
Colonel A. G. Hewitt. M.B.E., M.C., Miliary 

Adviser to the British High Commissioner in Australia 
sends us the fo llowing accoun t of the return of Krait 
to Sydney and the Ceremony of her Dedication as a 
War Memorial to those members of "Z" Special Unit 
who lost their lives while engaged on operations dur· 
ing 1939· 1945. 

To meet the cost of bringing Krait from Borneo 
a nd maintaining her as a Memorial a Fund has been 
inaugurated by The Lord Mayor of Sydney. 

Appeal 
It is the intention that the Regiment wi ll subscribe 

towards the maintenance of Krait as a Memorial and 
it is thought that there will be some individuals who 
would like to be associated with this tribute to Ivan 
Lyon. Contr ibutions should be made payable to Regi· 
mental Headquarters. The Gordon H igh landers, and 
add ;essed to Viewfield Road, Abe:deen. 

Dedication Ceremony 
At 3·30 p.m. on Anzac Day, 25th April 1964. the 

Krait returned to Sydney to be dedicated as a War 
Memorial in honour of those members of "Z" Specia l 
Unit who lost their lives while engaged on special 
opera tions during 1939-1945. 

Krai t, a fo rmer Japanese fish ing boat, 78 feet long. 
was originally taken from Singapore to Ind ia in 1942 
by an Australian , Bill Reynolds. Krait was then 
shipped to Sydney at the instigation of Major Ivan 
Lyon, Gordon Highlanders, who later used her to raid 
Singapore Harbour. 

The raid on Singapore. named Operation Jaywick, 
was planned and conducted by Major Lyon. Krait 
sai led first from Cairns. Queensland. to Exmouth Gulf. 
Western Australia. with Major Lyon in command and 
wi th Lieutenant D. N. Davidson, RNVR as Fi rst 
Lieutenant. Lieutenant H. C. Carse. R NVR. as Navi· 
gator, Lieutenant R. C. Page. AIF, and 8 ratings from 
the RAN, one from the RN, and a soldier from the 
RAM C. 

From Exmouth Gulf she sai led with the same com· 
plement through the Lombok Strait to the R hio 
Archipelago near Singapore, where, on 27th Septem· 
ber 1943, three folboats were launched to carry out 
limpet mine attacks on Japanese shipping in th.r 
harbour. The two-man canoes were manned by Major 
Lyon and Able Seaman Huston. Lieutenant Davidson 
and Able Seaman Falls, Lieutenant Page and Able 
Seaman Jones. The raid was completely successful and 
40.000 tons of Japanese shippin~ was sunk. The canoe 
teams returned to Krait after the raid and she sailed 
back to Exmouth Gulf, having spent 47 days a t sea 
after leaving Australia, 33 of wh ich were in Japanese 
waters, and having covered more than 5,000 miles. 
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Sydney•., H arbour Bridge forms the background for 'Krait' as she approache~ her berth at Farm Cove for the 
dedication ceremony. 
(Australian News and Information Bureau Photograph by John Tanner) 

In a subsequen t attack against Singapore in 1944. 
known as Operation R imau. six o f the origi nal mem
bers of Operation Jaywick, with a number of others, 
lost thei r lives. Those from Operation Jaywick were: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon. DSO. M BE : Lieutenant
Comma nder Davidson, DSO: Captain Page. DSO: 
Able _eaman Fa lls. DSM: Able Seaman Huston. 
DSM : and Able Seaman Marsh. 

After her return to Australia K rai t was used in 
operations in Timor and later in Morotai and Amboina 
in the Ha lmahera Islands. At the end of the Pacific 
Wa r she was handed over to the occupying authorities 
at Labua n, British North Boneo and was later used 
as a timber tug o n the Borneo ri vers. 

About a year ago the "Z" Specia l Unit Association 
launched an appeal to bring back the Krait to Aus
tralia and to use it as a war memorial. not only to 
commemorate Operation Jaywick but also as a 
memorial to the operatives of "Z'' Un it who had 
taken part in some 155 clandestine operations during 
the War. The efforts of the "Z" Unit Association were 
brought to a successful conclusion with the arrival of 
K ra it in Australia. 

On Anzac D ay 1964 Krait was sailed into Sydney 
Harbour by the original navigator from Operation 

Jaywick, Lieu tenan t Cars!, who was accompanied by 
two of the original crew, Able Seaman Jo nes and 
Leading Telegraphist Yo ung. As she sa iled through 
the Harbour Krai t was followed by more than one 
hundred craft of all types, from ferry boats to row 
boats and was given a very enthusiastic reception. 
About 20.000 people were present to welcome her 
when she tied up at Farm Cove. 

A very smart Guard of Honour commanded by Cap
tain M. T. J . Norris of 96 rank and file, with the 
Queen's Colours on parade and with Pipe and Brass 
Bands in attendance, was mounted by the Com
mandoes o f the 1st Bn. The R oyal New South Wales 
Regiment. As Krai t turned into Farm Cove the Pipers 
played "The Road to the Isles". which had been much 
liked by Ivan Lyon. Finally. as Kra it drew alongside 
the Guard presen ted arms. 

Assembled at Farm Cove to receive the Krait were 
His J;'xcellency the Governor of New South Wales. 
Sir Eric Woodward; the Lord Mayor of Sydney. 
Alderman Jensen: Major-General Sir Denzil 
Macarthur-Onslow, who, as Chairman of the Krait 
Memorial Fund had been largely responsible for the 
return of Krai t to Australia: Rear Admiral Becher, 
Flag Officer Commanding H .M.A. Fleet: Rear Admiral 
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Buglers sound Last Post during the 'Krait' dedication ceremony at Farm Cove, Sydney. Orginal crew members 
stand at left. 

(Australian News and Information Bureau Photograph by John Tanne1) 

Buchanan. Patron of the Volunteer Coastal Patrol: 
Major-General Daly, GOC Eastern Command: and 
Colonel A. G. Hewitt, representing the British H igh 
Commissioner. Also amongst those assembled were the 
rela ti ves of those who lost their lives in Operation 
Rimau and other "Z" Foret: operations, including 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon's stepdaughter, Mrs. G. H. 
Winter, and Captain Page's mother and widow. 
Present a lso were large numbers of former members 
of "Z" Force. 

When Krait came a longside, Lieutenant Carse, the 
Commander. presented the ·•z" Specia l Unit flag to 
the Lord Mayor. The Lord Mayor welcomed the 
arri val of the vessel and requested His Excel[ency the 
Governor of New South Wales to accept the vessel 
on behalf of the people of Australia. The Governor, 
in his address. paid a tribute to the gre.at gallantry 
o f Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon and to those who took 
part in Operations Jaywick and R imau, and empha
sised that he accepted the vessel on behalf of Australia 
on the full authority of the Governor-General. The 
Service Chaplains present then dedicated the vessel as 
a War Memorial , following which the Governor 
requested Rear Admiral Buchanan to accept the vessel 

in trust, to be maintained as a floating War Memorial. 
His Excellency then unveiled a memorial plaque. 

Krait, while being maintained by the Volunteer 
Coastal Patrol , will be used as the headquarters ship 
and be stationed at The Spit. She will be used for 
training young Australians in navigation and seaman
ship, at the same time helping to inculcate pride in 
Australian military and naval achievements. She will 
be open to publi c inspection as a symbol of courage 
and inspiration to future generations of Australians. 

Finally. she will be laid to rest in some suitable place 
as a memorial so as to be part of the Australian heri
tage. 

PERSONS AND PLACES 
Major Ken Paton a Company Commander with 1st 

Battalion at El Alamein was recently seen in Nai robi 
where he is presently running a Club. A number of 
the members of the 1st Battalion will remember with 
nostalgic gratitude his unstinted hospitality to them 
during their time in Kenya. 

Major Moir Byres from Lower King, Western Aus
tralia writes of the North Eastern flavour of the street 
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Brigadier the Earl of Caithness presenting The Long 
Service and Good Conduct Medal to C.S.M. Rose, 

Gordon Barracks, May, 1964. 
(By courtesy of Aberdeen Journals Ltd). 

names such as- Aberdeen, Bon Accord, Gordon, Moir . 
ets. He mentions one Alexander Smith a veteran of 
Ladysmith who at 90 is still Secretary of the Pensioners 
League. 

Contact has recently been made with Mr. J. C. Scott 
aged 76 who lives in Manchester. He served with the 
1st Battalion from 1906-1913. was recalled in 1914 and 
taken prisoner at Mons. Later he spent 10 years in 
New Zealand as a Piping and P.T. Instructor. 

We have news again of our good friend Mr. Ken 
Peters of Aberdeen Journals who has become 
appointed President of the Scottish Daily Newspaper 
Society. This is the first time in 22 years that an Aber
deen newspaper man has succeeded to this post. 
Remember what we said last time? 

Congratulations to Major David Gordon of Haddo 
and Lieutenant Colonel John Turnbull on promotion 
respeC\ively to Knight and Commander of the Order 
of St. John of Jerusalem. 

"Taking Step up Banking Ladder" according to one 
of our contemporaries is Colonel Charlie Dewar who 
is to be congratulated on becoming a General 
Manager's Assistant of the Clydesdale Bank. 

Congratulations to Michael Lorimer, partner in 
Henderson & Jackson, W.S. , Edinburgh, Secretary 
Scottish Landowners' Federation since 1945, on the 
award of the O.B.E. in The Birthday Honours. 

Congratulations to Lieutenant Colonel Moubray 
Burnett who recently relinouished command of the 
3rd Battalion and is to be granted the rank of Colonel 
and the appointment of Deputy Brigade Commander. 

On the 6th of May the Commanding Officer and 
the Officers of the Highland Brigade Depot gave a 
highly successful House warming At Home in Gordon 
Barracks. Although many might well not have recog
nised the old Officers Mess with its extensions and 
bright modern decor, there were familiar faces in 
plenty amongst the new. 

We mentioned in the last issue, rumours of a des
cent on the Edinburgh area by the famille Elsmie. 
This is now an established fact. Colonel George 
Elsmie is the established Secretary of Muirfield Golf 
Club and domiciled in Gullane. 

We have recently been in correspondence with 
Major Leslie Hatt who served in the 6th Battalion has 
a business in the Old Kent Road, and lives at Biggio 
Hill. He organizes from time to time reunions of 
local 6th Battalion Officers. Their last meeting was to 
have taken place at Bindle's Restaurant, owned and 

managed. by Major Jack Bindley whom many readers 
will also remember from the Goody Goody Gum 
Drops Days at the Depot in the first year of the war. 
Unfortunately a momentary staffing crisis brought 
this to nouj:ht and the get-together took place else
where. Leslle informs us that he ferried the party to 
the new R V in his Messrs. Clandee's fish van and that 
a good time was had by all, including James Peddie, 
Peter Donald, Jack Bauchier, Ted Grace, Pat Ellis. 
Hugh Duncan, Pat Johnstone, John Crewdson, Jimmy 
Williamson (all the way from Aberdeen), Temple 
Nimmo and several others. Any more for the Contact 
Column? 

We wonder how many former members of the 2nd 
Battalion will have seen the article in the "News of 
the World" of the 9th February this year by former 
Boy Drummer James Brind who joined and was cap
tured with the Battalion in Malaya in 1942. 

In it he mentions being present at the attempted 
execution and the escape of another Gordon High
lander, a story with wh1ch many of you are familiar. 
We sent the cutting to ex-Piper Johnstone, the luckless 
subject of the reminiscence, who lives at Pennan. Per
haps we may yet see his own account of his miracu
lous escape. 

Best wishes for a rapid recovery go to Major George 
Slater who has recently had the misfortune to be 
incarcerated again in Foresterhill. We were glad to 
hear today (8th of June) from "Anjo" that he is 
making good progress. 

We have seen quite a lot of Roy Thomson, whom 
a number of readers will recall as Assistant Intelli
gence Officer and Task Force Adjutant during various 
operations in Cyprus. He now presides over his own 
garage in Holburn Street and his minions do strange 
things to our car when it goes in for servicing. About 
now in every production period of the Journal it is 
a comfort to know someone who has a practicsing 
psychologist- and a very attractive one at that as a 
wife. 

Sergeant Alfred Allen, erstwhile MT and latterly 
of the Quartermaster's Staff at the Brigade Depot 
called on us the other day. We were sorry to learn 
that the medical authorities had finally boarded him 
out at short notice. Like us he nurtures ulcers. He is 
looking for employment in the Newcastle area and 
would be grateful to hear of any possible openings for 
a former Driving Instructor, Technical Storeman and 
one-time Male Nurse. 

Omitted from our last column was mention of our 
early rising one day in February at, of all places. 
Kingussie. We were there to greet Colonel Tommy 
MacPherson and his ubiquitous London Scots who 
were doing a little week-end training "outside Lon
don". We were lucky to make it to the railway station 
having spent most of the previous night being talked 
to about old times- right back to foot-slogging 
through India- by Reg Wilkinson. It was refreshing 
to see this latest invasion by the Rodden Grey-even 
at that hour of an even greyer morning. 

At the Edinburgh Dinner in March, we were 
delighted to meet again, after some 22 years, Captain 
A. N. (Sandy) Smith, who will be remembered by 
anyone who passed through the Depot in the war 
years. He works in the family business in Darvel and 
lives in Troon. He came, and actually also left, wit.h 
George Morrison despite the latter's having a little 
trouble with a run-away elevator in the process. 

Earlier this year too we were fortunate enough to 
come across in Union Street another of our early 
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saviours, Private J . Reid, who was our Orderly in the 
days of our Depot Adjutancy. We always treasure his 
reply to our fi rst commendation on the manner in 
which he was coping with his new assignment in 
looking after us. ··och,.' he said, "Ah thocht ah'd 
manage. Ah used tae be a male nurse in 'the Mental 
her::''. A keen fisherman, as ever, he tells us he still 
ind ulges in his hobby on his days off from his employ
ment at Repper's Bar. 

CONTACT COLUMN 
In our last issue we b roached the Question of 

starting such a Column if there was sufficie-nt support. 
Well , of some I ,300 circulars sent out, 7 have come 
back. 

Major John Stuart-Black thinks it a 'joll y good idea' 
and sends particu lars of his service: London Scottish 
1935- 1942. 5 / 7th Battalion 1942- 1946 in North Africa, 
Sicily and North West Europe. He is now a Director 
of Somerville & Co. Ltd., Tea, Produce, Shares and 
Shipping Brokers, address P.O. Box 146 Colombo. 
Ceylon. 

Mr. A. McLean (Private 2866668) of 31 Middleton 
Street, Beeston, otti ngham served fro m 1918-1922 
with the 1st Battalion in Scotland. Ireland. Turkey and 
Malta. He was for 40 years with ottingham Corpora
tion Wa ter Department and now at ottingham Uni
versity College. He wants to know the present address 
of Mr. J . McPhail (C.Q.M .S.) lately assistant manager 
of the Go~don Highlanders Club, Aberdeen. 

Mr. A. M. Runciman (WO Il 2872047) lives at 22 
Exton Avenue, Luton, Bedfordshire where he is a 
County Court Officer. He served from 1925-1949 2nd 

Major S. D. A. S. Aylmer 

Battalion at Fort George. Bo rdon and Ballykinlar. 1st 
Ba ttalion in India a nd Pa lestine and 5/7th Battalion 
from North Africa to North West Europe durin~t the 
war. He would like to contact Lieutenant (formerly 
Sergeant) Bert Stephen M.M. with whom he served in 
the 5 7th Battalion. 

Mr. Joe Woodward (Corporal 2277550), Rock Cot
tage, Fortingal, Perthshire served in the Pipe Band 
and "A" Company in Malaya 1952-1954. He would 
like to hear from Pte. Bell ("Dinger") a driver with 
"A" Company at Rompin , Malaya in 1953. 

Mr. J. Robertson (Private 2871758) has been work
ing a t Bullins Holiday Camp since 1961 and lives at 
Church Street, Wells next the Sea, Norfolk. H is ser
vice (with two breaks) extended from 1917-1945. He 
would like to contact 287 1714 Jimm y J ones with whom 
he served in India 1925-1932 a nd subs~ouently during 
the war. 

The brothers Charrington wou ld like to hear of 
2 / Lieutenant Kenneth Macdonald, a National Service 
Officer 1954-56 last hea:d of working in a Bank in 
the Far East. N.J. who served with the 1st Battalion 
in Edinburgh and Cyprus is a C hurch of England 
Curate living at 4 Copthorne Crest, Shrewsbury while 
T.C. is a Brewer of 9 eate House. Lupus Street, Lon
don. S.W. I. He served in Dover and Germany 1957-
59. 

Mr. Andrew J ohnston (L / Corporal 2872658) is a 
Crofter Weaver at his home South House. Roc, Brae, 
Shetland. He served from 1926- 1933 and wants to 
contact L Corporal Fred Rattray who served with him 
in lnd:a and at one time lived in Schoolh ill, Aberdeen. 

OBITUARY 

MAJOR S. D. A. S. AYLMER 
It wa~ with deep regret and shock that the Regi

ment learned of the sudden death of Stuart Aylmer. 
He died after a very brief illness on 2 1st March, aged 
56. 

Stuart was a founder member of Stowe School, and 
as a Chandosian distinguished himself by becoming 
their firs t "head boy•·. 

H is formal education was completed at Sandhurst 
and he was commissioned into the Gordons in August 
1928. Du-ing his service in India he was a member 
of the Regimental polo team. which met with marked 
suc:ess dur:ng the Regiment's stay there. Later attach
ments and extra Regimental employment took him to 
Ha'fa, Cairo and finally Kaduna in Nigeria. where he 
contracted malil(nant malaria. and was invalided home. 
Fortunately Millbank, and a protracted recuperative 
leave, set him to r ights and in Ma-ch 1938 he wa~ 
attached to H.Q. 1st Division as a Staff learner, and 
promoted to Caotain that same yea r. 

On the outbreak of war. he was posted as GSO II I 
to 1st Division, returning to the R egiment in January 
1940. where he remained unti l captu red by the Ger
mans at St. Valery on 15th June, 1940. 

As a prisoner he did not waste his time. and h is 
diversity of interests gained him an in terpretership in 
Norwe'!ian. acknowledgement by Bri tish authorities in 
the field of en tomololly. and a theoretical groundinl! 
on fruit growing. The latter subject served him in good 
stzarl in later years. 

Whilst a prisoner he was awarded his Majority. and 
as a senior officer was active on "the escape com
mittee", until released by the United States Army on 
3rd Aoril, 1945. In October 1945 he was appointed 
Second in Command of 1st Battalion, and later 
attended Staff College, followed by posts which took 
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Finest 
Single 
Whiskies 
Glen Grant-Glenlivet ... 
The Gl6nlivet 
Highland Park (Orkney) 
Laphroaig (Islay) 
Macallan-Glenlivet 
Talisker (Isle of Skye) 
Tamdhu 
Tom a tin 
Longmorn ... ... ... 
Campbeltown- Springbank 

PROOF 

so· & 1o· 
so· & 1o· 
so· 
so· 
so· 
so· 
so· 
70° 
1o· 

Argyll so· 
Dalmore- 12 yrs. old ... ... 75• 
Dalmore- 20 yrs. old ... ... 75" 

All the above are pure malt whiskies. 

Also Cadenhead's Putachieside De Luxe 75 • 

Wm. Cadenhead's Green Label Demerara 
Rum. Various strengths from 70°-100° Proof 

Bonded and Bottled by: 

WILLIAM 
CADENHEAD 
Wholesale Wine and Spirit 
Merchants 

47, NETHERKIRKGATE, 
ABERDEEN 

Est. 1842 

There's nothing so cosy 
as 

a nice Coal Fire 
• 

Get Your Supplies 
from 

NORTHERN CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY LTD. 

31 P ALMERSTON ROAD 
ABERDEEN 

Tel. 26383 

• 
Ordinary Coal ends in smoke

CO-OPERATIVE COAL 
LEAVES A DIVIDEND 

A cut above 
the rest ... 
For the man who must have the best 
quality in all he wears. our men's 
department is the natural place to 
shop, Below are a few of the items in 
our large stock. 

Strads trousers : from !S/12/ 6. 

Bri.Nylon Sporu Shirts, self. 
coloured : -45 /6. 

Superior quality Harris Tweed 
Jackets : from I 0 gns. 

Our current range of tweeds 
and worsteds is unsurpassed for 
the qual ity of its colour, design 

and texture. 

We stock Regimental Ties and 
Scarves. 

Highland Wear 

Specialists 

A. & J. SCOTT 
29 GEORGE STREET, ABERDEEN 
Telephone 23230 Est. 1901 
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him to the Canal Zone, East Africa and Shrewsbury. 
He retired from the Army in 1948. 

In 1945 he married Pauline Buckingham, sister of 
a brother officer. and on retirement they settled ncar 
Wallingford having bought a Fruit Farm. In addition 
to runmng his fruit farm Stuart was for some time 
able to put in a five day week with the Atomic Energy 
Commission at Aldermaston, and latterly attended as 
a voluntary worker for Oxfam. for whom he was 
instrumental in organising their frequent conferences. 
His organising and administrative ability were excep· 
tiona!. and earned him a high reputation with A.E.C. 
and Oxfam. 

From ea~ly boyhood, Stuart was an assidious and 
expert fisherman, and his ability to charm the largest 
fish out of the smallest ponds and brooks was a source 
of amazement to his many friends, while his articles 
in "The Field" and "Country Life" on fishing in 
India, East Africa and in Great Britain, endeared him 
to many readers. 

Stuart's charm. old world courtesy. and sense of 
humour, reaped him a large circle of friends who are 
left the poorer by his passing, but richer for having 
known him. 

For those relations who survive him we offer our 
hea·tfelt condolences and in particular to his wife 
Pauline, and sixteen year old daughter Juliet. 

The Regiment was represented at the interment ser
vice at Stoke Poges Garden of Remembrance by Cap· 
tain Brown, R.M.A. Sandhurst. 

M R. FRANK MARTELL 
A Nottingham link with the Gordon Highlanders 

which goes back to 1913 and survived the two world 
wars, was severed by the recent death of Mr. Frank 
Martell, of Lime Terrace, Stoney Street, Nottingham. 

He was a founder as well as the senior member of 
the Nottingham Gordon Highlanders Regimental 
Association which was formed some years ago. Mr. 
Martell was a native of Nottingham and joined the 
Regiment in 1913, after seeing service in the Royal 
and Merchant Navies. 

In the 1914·18 war he saw service in France and 
Flanders, and on the end of hostilities returned to a 
regular battalion. Then followed a period of service 
in Malta, Turkey, India and the customary overseas 
stations manned by the Regular Army during the 
yea·s between the wars. 

He was badly gassed at Messines Ridge. 
Although he had given up soldiering in 1936. he was 

re-called for service when war broke out in 1939. and 

was released once more at the end of the war. He 
then held the rank of CQMS. 

He was married while in the Army. and Mrs. Mar· 
tell and four sons. two of whom are overseas. survive 
him. One of these. Albert. also a Gordon Highlander, 
was made a prisoner at St. Valery, France. There arc 
also three daughters. 

The funeral took place on Monday and was fol· 
lowed by cremation at Wilford Hill. Members of the 
Regimental Association who attended included the 
chairman, Mr. E. Hill: Mr. E. Matthews (hon. secre· 
tary); Mr. P. Runciman (Luton). Capt. D. Shore, 
Messrs. A. McLean, D. Rolfe, P. Smart, L. Howlett 
and J. Runcie. 

Mr. Martell had expressed a wish for his ashes to 
be scattered at sea and arrangements were made for 
this to be done. The ceremony was performed by the 
Port Missionary in Aberdeen Bay on 1st April and 
attended by a contemporary of Martell, Mr. Ogilvie 
of the Army Information Office. 

MAJOR G. R. SA WREY COOKSON, D.C.M. 
Major Gerald Sawrey·Cookson died on 19th May 

at the age of 83. He was commissioned shortly after 
the Boer War and joined the 2nd Battalion in India 
with whom he served for a number of years before 
transferring to the Cavalry. 

Having emigrated to Canada, on the outbreak of 
War in 1914, he enlisted in Princess Patricia's 
Canadian Light Infantry and as a Sergeant was 
awarded the D.C.M. for his gallantry on several occa
sions. 

In 1915 he obtained a commission for the duration 
of the War in the Gordon Highlanders and joined the 
2nd Battalion in France. He retired with the rank of 
Major on the conclusion of hostilities. 

MRS. CHRISTINA SUTHERLAND 
Mrs. Sutherland, wife of Major James Sutherland, 

M BE, who on retirement was manager of the Gordon 
Highlanders Club, Aberdeen for fifteen years. died 
on April 5th. 

MR. HENRY ALLAN 
Mr. Henry Allan of 24 Pitsligo Street, Rosehearty 

died recently at the age of 72. He served with the 
Regiment during World Wa r I being awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal. 

Mr. Allan had 34 years' se rvice with the Aberdeen
shire Police when he retired as a Constable in 1947. 

BACKWARD GLANCES 
BEN NEVIS BY LAND ROVER 

Mr. J. Woodward of Rock Cottage, Fortingall, 
Perthshire (Corporal " A" Company 1955) and a sub
scriber to the Journal, has sent us an account of the 
ascent of Ben Nevis by fifteen members of the Scot
tish Land-Rover Owner's Club on 8th June 1963. 

The first vehicle to climb the Ben is thought to have 
been a Ford in 1911 , and is known to have been fol
lowed by an Austin Champ and a Gypsy. Up to 1963 
the return trip had not been completed in under 24 
hours and had never been attempted in a Land Rover. 

The Land Rover used was the standard petrol driven 
type fitted with oversize tyres and with the suspension 
shackle plates built up three inches. It was accom
panied by a Diesel Rover carrying supplies and kit. 

The track up the Ben from the Glen Nevis side was 
found to be badly washed away in several places so 
after reconnaissance the fifteen member party decided 
to make the attempt from lnverlochy, under the Fort 
William-Spean Bridge railway. all through soft ground 
over the British Aluminium Works railway where the 
climb really began. The weaiher was fine and the sun 
breaking through the mist when Lochan Meall at 1800 
feet was reached and a camp established. Here the 
wheels were removed from the Diesel for use on the 
rocky surface at higher altitudes. 

At about 2000 feet the wheels were changed and it 
was here, at about the half way mark. that the most 
dangerous conditions were experienced. ln places the 
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A 
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whisky 

CATTO'S 
GOLD LABEL 

SCOTCH WHISKY 
JAMES CATTO & COMPANY LTD 
DISTILLERS - ABERDEEN - SCOTLAND 

Attention! 
II BYDAND II 

The Badge of Courage 

* 
BE CO-OPERATIVE 

THE SYMBOL OF 
TOP QUALITY 

AND 

SAFE MILK 

Co-operative Dairies 
BERRYDEN ROAD 

ABERDEEN 
TEL. 20233 

For over three-quarters of a 
century ... 

. . . the name of Collie's of Aberdeen 
has been ,synonymous with all that is 
best in quality foods and wines. 

PROVISION & WINE MERCHANTS 
269 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 
Branches at C U L T S & B A L LA T E R 

By 
appointment 

to H .M. 
The Queen 

Grocers 

By 
appointment 

to H.M. Queen 
Elizabeth Tho 
Queen Mother 

Grocers 

The Pride 0' Them A' 
As you take pride in your Regiment so we 
take pride in the clothes we supply. 

We carry a compr ehensive stock of Ready To 
Wear Suits, Kilt Jackets a nd Vests, Sports 
Jackets and Trousers, also a large and varied 
stock of all accessories in Men's Wear 
incl ud ing Regimental Ties and Blazer Badges. 

Service and No. 1 Dress U niforms to measure. 
Our Ta ilor mac;e o<.:Jts are noted far and wide. 

W e invite you to call and see us to discuss any 
dress problems you may have. W e shall be 
pleased to put our services at your disposal. 

ALEX. SCOTT & CO. 
(Ta:lors I< Outfitters) Limited 

58/60 ST. NICHOLAS STREET 
and 

205 GEORGE STREET 

ABERDEEN 
Telephone: 23924 

A PRIVATE ENTERPRISE FIRM 
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Ben Nevis by Land Rover-The Summit 

track crumbled under the weight of the Land Rover, 
ropes had to be used and extreme caution was essen
tial. At mid-day there was a half-hour break for lunch 
at the Red Burn . 

. Moving on again there were many hairpin bends, 
big stones to. be. moved and always the danger of a 
landslide. Chmbmg steadily. always under its own 
power, the Land Rover reached the top. through snow 
5 foot deep in places, at 3-30 p.m. in 8 hours 40 
m:nutes' running time. 

A brief rest at the top, time for a dram and to take 
a photograph and the descent began. This proved to 
be comparatively simple: the camp was struck, the 
other Land Rover collected and the main road reached 
at 9 p.m. in 4t hou~s· running time- a round tr ip of 
thirteen hours. 

An unique occasion and a fine team effort. 

PARTING-SONG FOR THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS, WITH M USIC 

0, we'll gi'e nae sab nor sigh 
When the Gordons gang, 
When oor lads are marchin' by, 
(Though oor he'rts may tine thei r sang) 
When oor lads are marchin' by 
Wi ' their pride an' courage high , 
For victory gangs the wye 
That the Gordons gang! 

Gin a nation's hurt's to heal 
Lat the Gordons gang! 
Gin som~ cnchancy chiel' 
Wi ' his wud-like ploys be thrang
Gin some onchancy chiel' 
Seeks to hair ry. stai rve, an' steal, 
He'll be waur afore he's weel 
Gin the Go:dons gang; 

For they're wise that dinna wait 
Till the Gordons gang 
Gin their he'rts be hard wi' hate 
An' they carena, richt or wrang; 
Gin their he'rts be hard wi' hate 
They will ken o't, sune or late, 
For nae cooard gangs the gate 
That the Gordons gang! 

Sae we'll bid oor lads guid-byc 
When the Gordons gang, 
An' there's nane sail hear us sigh 
(Though oor days may tine their sang): 
0, there's nane sail hear us sigh 
For oor hopes like theirs are high, 
An' oor he'rts aye gang the wye 
That the Gordons gang! 

Margaret Wine/ride Simpson 

,..* d4 ~C-1~ 
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Established 1878 

COLES LTD 
Shirt and Pyjama Makers 

131 Sloane Street, London, S. W.1 
Phone : SLO 7564 

AND 

147 Knightsbridge, London, S.W.1 
Phone: KEN 4798 KEN 8552 

Dressing Gowns - Hosiery - Pullol•ers 

Gloves - Neckwear 

Regimental Shirtmakers 

to 

THE GORDON HIGHLA NDERS 

For HIGH-CLASS 
GROCERIES 
PROVISIONS 

FRUIT & 
CONFECTIONS 

THE CO-OP 
OFFERS THE 

BEST VALUE 

AT 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

* 41 GROCERY BRANCHES 
IN TOWN AND COUNTRY 

5 TRAVELLING SHOPS 

Mackeson 
tastes 
good 

Men of Highland Regiments 

MEET AT 

THE GORDON CAFE 
145 KING STREET 

ABERDEEN 

• 
OPEN DAILY, including Sundays 

8-30 a.m. until 10 p.m. 

for 

BREAKFASTS, LUNCH, 

HIGH TEA and SUPPERS 

• 
Licensed for " jUKE BOX " MUSIC 
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Field Marshal Smuts with Officers of 6th Battalion. 
I to r. Ackerman, Cox, Hatt, Napier. 

4th Battalion group, 1930 : Where are they now ? 
I. to r. Ritchie, Cowan, Hatt, --, Smith, Ritchie, 

Laing, Fairlie. 

WAR GRAVES IN SIAM 
Lieutena nt Colonel G. R . Elsmie writes tha t last 

Jar •Jary he saw in the " Dai ly T elegraph that Jim 
Swanton was ta king a cricket eleven o n a tour of 
the Far East including a fi xture in Bangkok. He wrote 
to him a nd asked whether, if he got the chance, he 
wo uld lay a wreath a t Kanb uri, Tamarkan and Chung
kai in memory o f the Go rdo ns who died in Siam. 

He had just sealed the envelope when Swanton 
wa lked into the C lub so he was a ble to tackle him and 
he agreed to do as much as a tight schedule and one 
day in Bangkok wo uld allow. H e mentioned that in 
Hong Kong he would be staying with John Leckie. 

Many readers ma y have seen the report that Swa n
ton had visited the Kwai Bridge a nd that it was still 
standing (thanks to Nunneley's cement pa rt no do ubt! ) 

Lieutenant Colonel Elsmie has now had a letter fro m 
Swa nton in which he writes: " A line to say that I 
was able to get to Ka nburi a nd C hungka i and to lay 
wreaths on behalf o f my R egiment a nd the Second 
Gordons. The Borneo Compa ny len t me a n a ir con
ditioned car , I took Ken T aylor of our side and we 
had a thorougnly interesting day. Bo th cemeteries are 
most bea utifully kept a nd a ltogether it was a n ex peri
ence which I will always treasu re. l am really much 
in yo ur debt as withou t your spur I might not have 
made the effort". 

LADYSMITH 
In o ur November 1963 issue there was a repo rt 

o f a visit to Ladysmith by members of the 1st Bat
talion in Swaziland , when mention was made of the 
condition of certain memorials in particular to that 
of Lieutenant Colo nel W. H. Dick C unyngham, V.C. 

Dr. Stevenson, who does a tremendous amount o f 
good work in the preservation of British Memorials 
in Natal has sent us this photograph showing the 
Cairn after restoration. The original sandstone plaque 
has been placed in the Ladysmith Siege Museum. 

On beha lf of the Regiment a letter of appreciation 
a nd thanks has been sent to Dr. Stevenson for the 
work done by him a nd the Na ta l Provincial Admini 
stratio n. 

Ladysmith- Dick Conyngham Cairn 

* 
A c:>rrespondent writ ing under the nom de plume 

" Bap", has sent the fo llowing nostalgic lines f rom far 
away Austral ia. 

THE GHOSTLY PIPER 

Pipe music from the mountains 
Tha t pleads th rough misty a ir , 
Then weaves it's wa y down heather Ja nas 
To c ry of do a nd da re. 

Graceno tes the piper's fingers steal 
For trill s like waterfall s, 
Then steadies dro nes to add appeal 
As Highland hearts he calls . 

Gaunt granite, gracing mountain side, 
Old fo rtress to the heights, 
Is where the ghostl y piper strides 
On frostly highland nights. 

Highla nd hea rts his music fill s 
Where ever they may be, 
Fo r music from these highland hill s 
Can reach across the sea. 

* 
Mr. Ronald Gordon-Cumming, who served with the 

4th Ba tta lio n in 1908, sends us the following verses. 
H e writes from a Veterans Hospita l in British 
Columbia having emigrated a nd served with the 
Canadian Forces in the Fi rst World War. 
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Telephone 23950 " Gallowses " 

0 

W. J. MILNE LTD. 
0 

MEN 'S 

O U T F IT TER S 

ABERDEEN 

SCOTLAND 

0 

TWEED CAPS AND HATS 

0 

Established 1904 

HIRE YOUR SELF-DRIVE CAR 
FROM .•• 

DOUGLAS 
(Self-Drive) 

AUTOHIRES 
113 CONSTITUTION STREET 

ABERDEEN 
Phone 50743 

* 
Latest Models : 

ZEPHYR ... , 
CONSULS 
CLASSICS 
CORSAIRS 
CORTINAS 
ANGLIAS 

* 
MODERATE TERMS 

for Day, W eek or Month 

Asked for b y 

THE 
HIGHLAND 

BRIGADE 

( in common w ith other 
men who appreciate 

quality) 

BLACK 
BOTTLE 
WHISKY 

-the spirit of a great 
race 

GORDON GRAHAM & CO. LTD. 

31 MARKET STREEET, ABERDEEN 

Yo u ca nn o t 
do bette r fo r 

CLEANING 
DYEING OR 
LAUNDERING 

t h a n se nd t o 

STEVENSONS 
Seaforth Rd. 
ABERDEEN 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY SERVICE 

S H 0 P S THROUGHOUT ABERDEEN, 
F RASERBURGH, PETERHEAD & BANFF 
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THE GAY GORDONS 

March, march, march with the Gordons 
Over bare moorland and by the brown ben; 
There never were fighters braver or bonnier 
In all the vast cohorts of fighting men! 

It's upalong Deeside and down by the D evron 
With a swing to your kilt that is fine to behold, 
To the shrill of the pibroch and the cry of the plover 
And the whins and the heather gleam purple and gold. 

It's march, march. march with the Gordons 
When there's snow on the ben and the burn is in flood, 
With your head held high and the wind in your faces 
And the pride of your clan flows swift in your blood. 

It's march , march, march with the Gordons. 
Proud of your home and your good native land, 
Faithful in death to the folks he still loves 
God bless the Gay Gordons who stand for 'Bydand'. 

Officers 6th Battalion, Damascus. Please help with list 
of names. 

HEADQUARTER COLUMN 
or 

LINES FROM A LAZAR HOUSE 
(Wash hands before reading) 

" ... HOME PRE ENTS A DISMAL 
PICTURE ... " 

Thus spake the Rhymester, as you may recall, and 
our local Muse has tactfully and ever so topically 
adapted the succeeding lines: 

... Angina's turned out Davie's boon 
Will ie's got carotid stricture 
Gastric flu' s gripped wife and loon 
Jean's left for a new situation 
Robin bad Club debts compi les 
Mine's a dreary occupation 
Twixt Mower, Notes and Scythe and Files ... 

So, as you can see, your Regimental Home was ofT 
to a good start even before the Ministry of Ilea/tit, 
so we are led to believe, laughingly deluged the Silver 
City markets with leprous bully beef. H owever, this 
la tter was all done in the interests of economy no 
doubt and we loyally accept that in matters of 
Nationai Finance there is a Much Wider P icture to 
be considered than we can be expected to appreciate 
from the restricted viewpoint of our little emergency 
bed. 

Who, indeed. could fail to be reassured by the 
Ministerial and other authoritative pronouncements 
made in terms of the strongest a mbiguity in the 
Mother of Parliaments recently'! We must make a 
contri te note to seek absolution. if we are spared. 
for tha t sneakinll, sinfu l little feeling of sympathy for 
the Medical Officer of Health. 

Mean time. however, we continue to contend with 
two problems. The fi rst is our already precarious 
domest ic situation due to the indisposition of our 
sole "industrial" member of the Establishment our 
mainstay. Mr. Willie Gordon. The second is defence 
against these Ministry-sponsored Typhi now prowling 
about our perimeter. 

These problems may have something in common. 
Both appear to stem from a Governmental ad herence 

to the precept of "Economy M A II Co~ts". which per
haps explains a lot of what might otherwise seem 
anomalou; or even ambiguous in the practice. 

Our domestic difficulties would not exist if The 
Policy regarding Proper Maintenance of Army Depart
ment Estates so resoundingly set forth in a document 
impressively titled "War Office Letter Enclosure 2 to 
118/ Generai/ 6424 / QI (Co-ordination) of the 19th of 
September 1958" could ever be implemented. 

Th-ee years ago in all our dewy-eyed innocence we 
naively Quoted this in our applications for assistance 
in combattimt the encroaching jungle. Readers will 
perhaps recall that a regretful Establishments Com
mittee delegated responsibility to a body known as 
the Army Works Organization, which. according to its 
critics, unfortunately neither Worked nor was visibly 
o~ganized. 

It d id. however, successfully produce, each for a 
fleeting moment and at long intervals, The Vertiginous 
Signwriter. The Alcoho lic with the Immobilized 
Mower and The Labourer Who Wouldn't. In this at 
least it was prolific in comparison with its successor. 
referred to by some as The Ministry of Stoppages and 
Publ ic Ruins. which coyly confessed to complete im
potence and withdrew, p~esumably to some sterile 
catacomb, to get on with the paper work. 

So here we are. as Anna Russell so aotly says in 
"Das Ring der Nibelungen". exactly where we started 
three and a half years ago. The fair face of the Army 
Department is still being preserved for the public eye 
at private expense in the provision of machines, fuel 
and equipment and ceaseless individual effo·t. which 
in the case of the Caretaker involves his undertaking 
the additional duties of Groundsman. Museum atten
dant. Gardener. Receptionist. Messenger. Builder and 
Painter. It is when he goes sick, as at present, that 
the private purse is unable to compete with the neces
sarv medical attention for his stand-in, the Retired 
Officer Grade II , let alone the wages of a hired help. 
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BITTER LEMON 
(with GIN, of course) 

SCOTCH COLA 
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••• and now 
NEW AMERICAN DRY GINGER 

(rare with WHISKY) 

HAY'S -the family name for Soft Drinks 

WM. HAY & SONS (Aberdeen) LTD. 

Soft Drinks Manufacturers and Beer Bottlers 

ABERDEEN - INVERURIE - ELGIN 

By appointment 
TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

lronmongers 
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House 

for 
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Cutlery 

SCHOOLHILL & 265 UNION STREET 

ABERDEEN 
Telephones : Schoolhill25242 Union St. 28130 
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Ask your decorator for 

a Grampian book 

or visit our 

Showrooms. 

(Paint & Wallpaper) LTD. 

37 SUMMER STREET, 

ABERDEEN 

Telephone : Aberdeen 27301 

SHARPE1S of Aberdeen 
introduce 

The 11SPECIALIST11 

Fly Rod 
The most advanced series of fly rods, yet produced 

by any maker, demonstrating perfect action. Designed by 
experts and produced by craftsmen to give impregnated 
excellence- the fly rods for the specialist. 

9 ft. l -pce. DRY FLY Action; 5 i oz. £15/ 15 / 0. 
9ift. l-pce. WET FLY Action; 51 oz. £15/15/0. 
10ft. J.pce. SEA TROUT and LOCH Action; 7! oz. 

£19/10/0. (Spare Top £4/10/0 extra). 
1l i ft. J.pce. SALMON Action; 16 oz. £25 (Spare 

Top £S/0/0 extra). 

Ask your usual dealer to a:et one of these "S~ecialiu" 
~hoedsaf~; d'i~~ct!;:. i~pect, or write for full etails to 

f/uv,pe9 
OF ABERDEUI 

J. S. SHARPE (Fishing Tackle} LTD. 
35 BELMONT STREET, ABERDEEN 
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Perhaps you'd now like to take this up with your 
MP? 

With the problem of The Epidemic, about which 
you may have heard , we are, at the time of writing, 
competing as best we can. Mrs. Whitley, our gallant 
cleaner, during the recent crisis when all three of the 
Gordon family were hors-de-combat was promoted 
from Quartermaster to Matron. She has now been fur
ther elevated to MOH, R HQ, with pay and 
allowances of an unpaid acting Blank File. The issue 
of these emoluments has been authorized by the 
Treasury as a Special Caie and is not to be regarded 
as a Precedent. On account of the seasonal summery 
weather it has not been necessary to erect the proposed 
showers in the front and back porches for washing 
down visitors, but they are required to dry themselves 
on their personal towels before ascendi ng to the 
Synopsis Floor. Here with our backs to the wall, we 
wash our hands endlessly like little mad things and 
bask in the aroma of Oettol from th!! stamp-licking 
appliances. The eating of Secret Waste as a means of 
disposal has been indefinitely suspended and the 
sparrows are encourag!d to use the chlorinated foun
tai n for their ablutions. Any mail which appears to 
have been handled in transit by anyone who has eaten 
anything is immediately incinerated without being 
opened and a saliva test is carried out on the Stag's 
Head on the Museum Wall every twenty-four hours. 

Otherwise, business is as usual, except that we have 
now an officially authorized G 11 98. This comprises 
a Typewriter, a .38 Revolver and, for some reason, 18 
rounds, although there are only four of us on the 
Establishment. 

As ind;cated above, we have recently been bereaved 
in the d !!parture of Jean Batchelor for pastures new 
at least in name. While still of the opinion that as 
our RHQ typist she could not be bettered, we could 
not stand in the way of her ambition to better herself. 
It would also be foolish to deny that it is a much 
shorter trek from Danestone Terrace to the Depot 
Orderly Room than to our rural retreat. She has all 
our best wishes in her new post. We miss her sadly 
and not only because we now have to fetch in Sun
ray's scaffolding to change the light bulbs. 

Helen Williamson has, however. most capably suc
ceeded her and to compensate for lack of reach 
amazes us o ld fudd y-duddies with her mastery of this 
new-fangled shorthand writing, which she even 
achieves in semi-darkness if there is any delay in the 
arrival of the scaffolding. 

" ... THERE'S A BODY I' TH' BEN ROOM ... " 

Occupants of our Regimental Rest H ouse Transit 
Cell in recent months have included: -

Lieutenant Colonel Reggie Lees. who was attending 
POW reunions and discussions on the future of the 
Gordon Highlanders Club. 

Major Derek Brown while acting as ADC to Mrs. 
Percy Brown on a ceremonial inspection of the flora 
and fauna in the policies to which they have both 
contributed so much. 

Captain Euan Gordon on his journeyings twixt 
Morayshire and Midlothian, but his second proposed 
visit was postponed at the instigation of the Canadian 
Immigration Authorities. 

Mr. Ian Fleming whilst in orbit embracing Fort 
George and Bridge of Don. 

Miss Jeannie MacPhairson, however. cancelled her 
booking. explaining that on second thoughts she ran 

enough risks in the ordinary course of events without 
adding to them unnecessarily. We think she was refer
ring to the Typhoid epidemic. 

... THY HOME IS STILL HERE ... " 
More fleeting visits to our little grey home in the 

West End have been paid by a great number of serving 
and retired Officers of late. Amongst those not recently 
mentioned have been: -

Major Basil Brooke, who was seen but not heard 
slipping quietly out of the front gate as unobtrusivdy 
as he had arrived. We were sorry to miss him and 
hope that we shall catch him next time. 

Major John Neish and June, during a momentary 
re-entry through the sound barrier on a "ton-up" tour 
of the North East and West in their high velocity 
motor car. The sound of their first passing in fact only 
just managed to coincide with their second appearance 
tn these parts for the Brigade Depot At Home a week 
or so later . 

John Allison and his wife from their home at 
Bucksburn. Many will remember him during his 
National Service with the 1st Battalion in more exotic
sounding locations such as Xeros and Kakopetria. 

Major John Simpson, unaccompanied, because 
Jocelyn was committed in the South to child minding 
on large scale. 

Captain Quin Curzon, fresh from the farm. whom 
we quite frequently see about "the city". 

Colonel John Davie, Que::ns Own Highlanders. 
Commanding the Highland Brigade Depot, together 
with his Adjutant, our Kenneth Lumsden. 

Major "Ken" Kenworthy, who chose a Sunday to 
appear from the Farnham area on a fishing visit to 
some stretch of local water undisclosed. 

Mr. A. H. Sloan from the Command Secretariat 
Scottish Command, to greet whom we briefly sus
pended our grass-cutting activities. We hope he saw 
the point. 

Colonel Bobby Smith and Gela, from Redford , who 
on mo~e than one occasion, singly or together, we have 
be~n glad to see enter the portals. 

And, of cou ~se, across Conference and more con
vivial tables we are not infrequently honoured by the 
presence of Colonels Willie Graham, Lachie Mackin
non, Harry Wright, Billy Innes. Tony Duke. Lessel 
Davidson, Sandy Milne, Tony Bruce. and Moubray 
Burnett to name but some of a glittering galaxy of 
Trustees and others, presided over by the Colonel of 
the Regiment. 

" ... GOD IS ALWAYS FOR THE BIG 
BATTALIONS ... " 

"Ah well!" said our embittered Military Acquain
tance with gloomy satisfaction, "I always said it would 
only be a matter of time before these Departmental 
Delilahs felt compelled to invoke some sort of celestial 
assistance". 

"Nevertheless•·, he added, brightening somewhat, "I 
doubt if this attempt at self-identification with the 
Almighty would absolve them in a Court of Law from 
some pretty unpleasant charges. ' Interfering with our 
Clothing', for instance". 

"This, of course, was only one step in th::ir insidious 
War of Attrition, but I think many now feel that our 
reaction in slapoing the insinuating English wrist so 
smartly was ill-timed. A little more apparent 
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acquiescence might have put one ultimately in a 
stronger position to break it with a single scissors". 

"T ake the new Cap Badge, for instance. You recall 
the original design? A fine All-in Stew containing eve ry 
tradi ti onal ingredien t Venison, Elephan t Steaks, Cats 
Whiskers, Tigers Tails, Poison Ivy, Barbecued Sain ts 
and Serving Skewers··. 

Looking at the present anaemic nonentity one 
wonders why the original idea was not pursued to a. 
logical conclusion. Surely it wou ld have been simple 
enough to compromise on a jacket, which could then 
have been embell ished with four collar badges and 
al ternate buttons of each of the Regiments concerned ? 
A Kilt of alternating panels o f fo ur tartans wou ld 
have been stimulating and eye-catchi ng . Hose and 
bonnet d icing could have been quite simply resdesignecl. 
to include. Red , Green. Black. Blue and White: Spats 
cou ld have a lternate black and white buttons and 
black and white diced straos: Skewbald Sporrans with 
rows of appropriate tassels-in-miniature would have 
been infinrtely preferable to the Albino Appendage 
with wh ich we have meantime been afflicted and the 
tops might have been adorned with a frieze of ~mall 
regimental badges. The whole could have been taste
fully rounded off with Blue / Black Glenmarnock 
Bonnet with fou r hackles behind the badge". 

"We would in fact". he concluded triumphantly, 
"have beaten them at their own game. Cross-posting. 
far from bein~ simplified. would become impo~sible. 
since only a linguist could prove to which Regiment 
a soldier belonged''. 

"And what about this cross-posting lark, anyway?" 
he con tinued . "You have yet to convince me that it 
happens in the Cavalry, a lthough, mind you, this may 
well be due to Distaff Influence in High Places". 

"Everyone knows that the Cult of the Horse, so 
dear to the English heart, is preserved enti rely by a 
terrifying mass of utterly unfeminine females with 
reversed cal f faces and bottoms like curljng stones. dull 
side out. One has only to observe a couple of these 
creatures communicating with one another in seven 
league hoots across a few inches of intervening space 
whilst mucking out a stable or mucking up a drawing 
room. to realize that any ord inary Minister of Defence 
would be as putty between their knees''. 

" However", he con tinued "one doubts even at this 
stage whethe~ one would be prepared to take so drastic 
a step as to encourage the pursui t of equitation 
amongst Highland wives. We have enough trouble as 
it is". 

He fell silent. staring moodily into space and absent
mindedly cli nking his signet ring against his empty 
glass. 

Mindful as ever of our duties as a host, we rose 
and strode purposefully towards the bar. In a matter 
of moments we had refilled our glass a nd were safely 
locked in our office engaged once more in the pleasu r
able task of compi ling this pestilential colum n .. 

" MILE TRI C HEUD AGUS LETH-CHEUD 'S 
TR I BEAN ACHD LEIBH" or One Thousand T hree 
H undred and Fifty Three Farewells to you too ... 

SUNRAY SIN ISTER 

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
VISITORS 

The winter months are usually a quiet time, but 
most Sunday afternoons there has been a steady flow 
of visitors. An increasing number of schools and 
you th organisations come by arrangement in the even
ing while the 4th year Graphic Design students at 
Gray's School of Art have been frequent visitors. We 
awai t their illustrated brochure, which they are doing 
as an exercise. with interest. 

In Apri l the Annual Meeting of the Scottish Federa
tion of Museums and Art Galleries was held in Aber
deen and a visit to Regimen tal Headquarters was 
included in one of thei r tours. Led by their President. 
and Mr. C harles Carter. Directo r of the Aberdeen 
Art Gallery. about 30 delegates paid us a visit. 

The most recent caller was Mr. George H. Christie. 
of Sandwich, ew Hampshire, U.S.A. On holiday in 
Perthshi re he made the 220 miles journey to talk about 
his grandfather who served at Waterloo with the 92nd. 

ADOJTIONS 
Group of medals of 2865094 W.O. l J . Dunbar. 

Presented by Mrs. Dunbar. 
Military Medal 
1914 Star 
1914- 18 General ervice 
Victo ry Medal 
Defence Medal 1939-45 
Meritorious Service Medal 
Long Service & Good Conduct Medal 

Pair of medals to 3976 Private J. Gillan. 

Queen's South Africa with clasps Relief of Kimberley. 
Paardeberg, Johannesburg, Diamond Hrll, Witte
bergen. 

Kings South Africa with clasps South Africa 1901 
South Africa 1902. 

The Victo ria Cross and group of medals of No. 6535 
Drummer William Kenny have been acquired for the 
Museum and the Committee are most grateful for the 
time and trouble taken by Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
Irvine in negotiating this matter on their behalf. 

Paddy Kenny joined the Regiment at the end of 
last c:.:ntury and served through the South African 
War. Thereafter he returned to India with the 2nd 
Battalion and was present at the Delhi Durbar in 1911. 
He was a drummer when the Battalion arrived in 
France in early October 1914. On 23rd of the month. 
during the First Battle of Ypres, Kenny rescued 5 
wounded men in succession in the most fea rless man
ner under heavy fire. For this and previous heroic 
conduct in saving machine guns and conveying urgent 
messa(!es over fire-swept ground he was awarded the 
Victoria Cross. 

Kenny. now a Sergeant-D rummer. received his dis
charge from the Armv in 1924 and thereafter was a 
member for 12 years of the Corps of Commissionaires: 
a:~ impressive and well remembered figure in London. 

He died in Charin~ Cross Hospital on lOth January. 
1936 at the age of 55. 
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The complete group of medals consist of: 

Victo ria C ross 
Queen's South Africa wi th 4 clasps 
King's South Africa with 2 clasps 

1914 Star 
Genera l Service 1914·18 
Victo ry Medal 
Delhi Durba r 1911 
Cross of Russia. Order of St. George 3rd Class. 

Sergeant Drummer W. Kenny, V.C. 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 

This now makes a total of six Victoria Crosses in 
the collection out of nineteen won by Officers and men 
of the Regiment. Drummer Kenn y's is the first to be 
purchased: the o thers. those of Lieutenant Richard 
Wadeson Lieutenant William Henry Dick-Cunyng· 
ham Ca'ptai n Ernest Beachcroft Beckwith T owse. 
Corporal J ohn Frederick Mackay and Captain Jam_es 
Anson Otho Brooke havi ng been p~esented. 

FUNDS 

Readers o f the Museum notes in our last issue and 
others who stud y sale notices in the National Press 
will realise that the purchase of a Victoria Cross is 
a major undertaking. At the time when Drummer 
Kenny's group came on the market it was fortunate 
tha t the Committee had access to funds, accumulated 
from bequests. slightl y in excess of£ 1000. This reserve 
is now roughl v halved a nd if the Museum is to be 
kept up to date and further acquisitions made. tbe 
need to ~trengthen the financial position is obvious. 

BYDAND 

Ever since. in about 1872, the Stag's head with the 
motto " Byda nd '' used by the ducal family of Gordon 
was adopted as the crest of the Regiment replacing 
the Sphinx with word "Egypt'' which had been in use 
si nce 1805, there has been discussion about its mean· 
in g. 

Some recent requests for information led to a search 
of the files a nd records with the following result~: 

Regimental History 

The first histo ria n says: " It is remarkable tha t a 
most honourable cognisance worn by this regiment 
on the battlefield , given by the King and adopted as 
cap badge while Lord Huntley was Colonel should 
have been exchanged for the crest of his family after 
a ll connection had ceased with it except the name. to 
which the regiment had added so much honour. and 
not least by the deeds which won the Sphinx." Various 
heralds give the meaning of " Bydand" as " biding" o r 
"abiding" in the sense of "enduring". " lasting" o r 
''biding the time". 

The Scotlish Highlands (Scobie) 

The Gordon Highlander's regimental badge is the 
Gordon ducal one, a stag's head with coronet. ivy 
wreath and motto Bydand ("Watchful"). 

The Aberdeen Journal-Notes and Queries, 1914 
I. A certain branch of the Gordon family in Germany 

had the motto "Byid Da nd" which is simpl y 
Bydand which means ''abiding''. 

2. " Bydand" is the motto of the Gordons and some 
d ubeity exists as to its meaning. There is a good 
story, one wonders on what authority, in G. W. 
Anderson's ''Lays of Strathbogie" (Dubl in 1891): 
"To Jock of Scundarg the Gordons are indebted 
for their well known motto. " Byde and ! " or. as 
genc:ally written " Bydand". Word of some depre· 
dations committed on h is land having been brought 
suddenly to this fiery chief as he sat at meat, he 
sprang to h is feet in a rage, jerking his dirk from 
its sheath. For severa l minutes he stood speechless. 
contempla ting some ter~ible revenge. till, raising 
the weapon, he uttered the word 'Byde and ! · 
then stuck h is dirk furiously into the table. After 
this the words ' Byde and - !' fo llowed by a 
menacing gesture, were used by the Gordons to 
indicate that vengeance was in store". 

In the same book is an old couplet 
"As lang's creeping'·eevie sticks tae the wa' 
The muckle hoose o' Gordon will never fa'" 

Scottish Notes and Queries, 1926 

I. " Bydand". This word is the presen t p articiple of 
the verb Bide, Byde meaning to awart and seems 
to suggest on the part of the Scot who adopted it 
as his motto, that he was of the same opinion as 
the epigrammatist who first fra med the wise saying 
"Everything comes to the man who can wait". The 
word bide, meaning to wait is now ol>solete, except 
when we speak of a man "Biding hrs time''. 

2. Acco rding to Bain's Higher Grammar this would 
be the old form of the imperfect participle of the 
verb to bide, and would mean ' 'abiding'' a nd "stead-
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fast" . Si r David Lindsay uses it to mean remaining 
and in this sense is in every day use in BanfTshire. 

The usual question with servants at term time is 
whether they are '" Biding·· o r ·· ae Bidi ng"'. 

Fairbairns Book of Crests 

Byda nd remai n: Bydand remaining: Bydand to 
the l ast-~emaining fo r ever: Byde Byde be. 

One must agree with Bain that the result is ··imper
fect"' and perhaps the fault lies in trying to mat..e too 
short a transla tion. 

Those who were a t the opening of Gordon Barracks. 
Bridge of D on in September 1935 will not readily 
forget these words o f the late Marquis of H un tl y from 
the closing sentence of his speech: 

"'You wear my tartan. you hold m y family crest. 
"Bydand". ever remaining stwnch and true. loyal to 
your King a nd true to your country. As the ivy clings 
to the wall so have you ever stuck fast to the pa th 
o f duty''. 

* 
THE MARQUIS OF HUNT LY. CIRCA 1800 

The illustration is from a photograph of a miniature 
by Richard C lark a nd has been dated by the uniform 
and the youth ful appearance of the si tter. Uniform as 
depicted by artists is often not a sure guide as the 
M arqu is is shown wearing the Garter Star to wh1ch 
he was never entitled. He was, however. awarded the 
K.C.B. in 1799. T he Marqui'i of H unHy- circa 1800 

GORDON IDGHLANDERS REUNION DINNER 

The Annua l Reunion D inner was held a t the North 
British Station Hotel. Edinburgh on Friday 20th 
March. In the a bsence a broad of the Colonel of the 
Regiment and Colonel C. M . Usher. Lieutenant 
Colonel R . G. Lees presided . There were 51 Officers 
and twelve guests present. 

Colonels: E. B. Beedle, G. W . Bruce, A. G. Close. 
W . C. Dewar. 

Lieutenant Colonel s : H . I. Bradshaw. M . H .H. Du 
Boulay, G. R. Elsmie. P. W. For bes. F . J . C. Moffat, 
D. Polson-Hall. M . Robb. J . R . Robertson-Mcisaac, 
E. E. Toms. and J. H. S. Turnbull. 

Majors: T . Adam, R . Bannerman, J. Carm"chael, 
P. D. Clendenin. M. o :nwiddie, D. Gordon. F. Kerno
han. W. Leslie, G. Morrison. J. Neish. R. Ogilvie. J. 
J . H. Simpson. R. D . L. Smart. A. D. Spark and 
M. A. C. Stephen. 

Captains: M. A. Avery. G. I. Davidson, W. C. G. 
Downes, H . Foster, S. P. Gillespie. G. G. Grant. J . 
Gray, K. J . Irvine. G. A . Paterson, A. N. MeL. Scott. 
N. U. R. Simpson. A . N. Smith. J. de B. Stansfield, 
and H . M. Usher. 

Lieutenants: R. E. G. Aitken. D . Du Boulay, Rev. 
H. M. Bradshaw. A. M . Cumming. I. Fleming. Sir 
Neis A. Ra msay, Bart.. a nd K. M. D. Usher. 

CURLING 

REG IMENTAL BONSPIEL 
Two rinks were entered for this event and both were 

beaten in the first round: 

'A' Rink : 
Lieut. Col. F. J. C. Moffa t (skip). Lieut. Col. G. R. 

Elsmie. Major R. D . L. Smart, Colonel A . G. Close 

' B' Rink : 
lost 17-3 to the Highland Light Infan try who were 
narrowly beaten in the final. 

Lieut Col. J . R . Robertson-Mclsaac (skio). Major 
J. K . N. Ross. Major M. A. C. Stephen. Major J . I. 
H . Si mpson, lost to the Argyll and Sutherland High
landers ··B'". 
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EDITORIAL NOTICES 

A. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 
I. This yea r's card, marked D on the photograph, is 

of the usual design and is a reproduction in full 
colour of the painting by Mrs. Ha milton of Skene. 
The price of 12l 6d. a dozen is I 1- less than last 
year. 

2. Three other cards " A'', "B'' a nd "C", all in full 
colour, are also available at II I - a dozen. 

3. The following stocks are held : -
.. A., 225 ca rds ) 
" B" 564 cards ) II I - a dozen 
"C" 435 cards ) 
··o" 1,500cards 1216adozen 

4. O<ders. which will be booked as they a re received 
at Regimental Headquarters, Viewfield Road , Aber
deen, should state al ternative choices. 

5. Postage is extra. 

GOLD MEDAL AND TRENCH GASCOIGNE 
PRIZE ESSAY COMPETITION, 1964 

Prize: Thirty guineas and Gold Medal 
Closing date: 15th October, 1964 

The subject of the essay may be chosen from either 
of the following which rank equally in adjudication : 

B 

c. 

(a) "The geographical situation of the free part of 
Europe which- as a consequence of World War 
I I has shrun k to such an extent a nd has now 
so little geographical depth , that even a unified 
Western Europe would not be capa ble of suc
cessfully defending itself, without U .S. assis-
tance". Franz-Joseph Strauss 

Discuss the validity of th is statement; or 
(b) ''Recent advances in missi le technology have 

given ri se to speculation on the future roles of 
manned military ai rcraft. However, the advent 
of V ISTOL capa bilities has restored the flexi
bility formerly lost to high performance aircraft 
when they were tied to long and expensive run
ways. Discuss the advantages of combining the 
missil e and V ISTOL manned aircraft in future 
British strategy fo r genera l and limited war
fare". 

Genera l conditions for this essay competi tion are 
contained in ASI 15 of 1964. 

WANTED : One o r two Pianos for instruction of 
Junior Bandsmen, Highland Brigade. Anyone willing 
to present please write Editor. 
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OFFICERS' LOCATIONS 
AS AT JUNE, 1964 

REGULAR OFFICERS 

Rank Initials, Name and Decorations 

Lieutena nt-Colone l B . C. A. NAPIER , OBE, M C 
Lie utena nt-Colonel C. N . BARKER, MBE, M C 
Lieutena nt-C olonel R. W . SMITH 
Lieutenant C olo nel E . E . TOMS 

M ajor R. F. DAVIES 
M ajor G. SLATER 
M ajor P. B. HAY 
Major J. D. S. YOU NG 
Majo~ I. C. S. MUNRO 
Major M . A. C. STEPHEN 
M ajo r A. J . C. RI CHARDSO N 
Major R. A. NIC KSON. M C 
M ajor J . A. G. Tl DALL 
M ajor J. NEISH 
Major M . H. BURGE 
Major A . T. C. BROWN 
Major J . C ARMIC HAE L 
Major D. H . W . BROWN, M C 
Major I. M cK. ROBERTSON 

L / Lie utenant-Colonel R . C. B . C HANCELLOR 

Major J . J . H. S IMPSON 
M ajor M . M . MAKGILL C HIC HTON MAITLAND 

M ajor J . T . D. DURBI 
Majo r R. D . L. SMART 

Ma jor I. D. MARTINEAU 
M ajor D . G . B. SAUNDE RS 

Captain C . J. D . GORDON-ST E WARD 
Captai n R. W . C. MURISO N 
Capta in D. C .K . BROWN 
Capta in M. M . C RUIC KSHANK 
Captai n E. F . GORDON 

Captai n W . D . R . W EST 
Captain B. G . PATON 
Captain R. J . MACLAG AN 

Captai n P. W . G RAHAM 
T / Capta in A. N. M. SCOTT 
Capta in D . J . S. MACCOLL 

A / Captai n K. I. H . L U MSDEN 

Lieutenant R . G. D. BR UCE 
Lieutenant N. F. M. OXLEY 
Lieutenant I. FLEMING 
Lie utenant T . H . G. D UKE 
Lieutena nt C. H. VAN D ER N OOT 
Lieutenant R . S. FAWC US 
Lieutenant D . M. H. M . DU BOULAY 
Lieutenant A . M . CUMMING 
Lieutena nt D. H . WHITE 
Lieutena nt G . H . P E EBLES 

2 / Lie ute nant J . R . U RQUHART 
2 / Lieutenan t I. G . H . W ALLACE 
2 / Lie utena nt R . S. HUNTER -BLAIR 

M aior CQM) R . W . GIBB 
M ajor (QM ) F . KER O HAN 
Major (QM) R. B. WILKINSON 

Capta in <QM ) C. MIC HI E 
Capta in (QM) G. DUNN 
Capta in CQMl W . J . R . DAWSON 

Present Location 

Milita r y Attache (designa te) Saigon 
Command ing, Infantry J u nior Leade rs Bn .. Oswestry 
Commanding, 1st Bn. The Gordon Highl a nders 
Commanding, 3rd Bn. The G ordon Highlanders (T A) 

Yo uth Liaison Officer. N o rth West D istrict 
Army Informa tion Office, Aberdeen 
Ministry of Defence 
Camp Comma nda nt, Southern Comma nd 
M inistry of Defence 
Comp Command ant. Scottish Command 
Arma ment Resea rch & Deve lo pment Esta bl ishment 
British Milita ry Mission, Libya 
DAQMG ( Moveme nts) HQ BAOR 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlande rs 
HQ Fa r East Comma nd 
Army Air Corps 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highla nde rs 
Abe rdeen Un iversi ty O .T .C. 

Sta ff College. Camberley 

1st Bn . T he Gordon Highl anders 
Tra in ing M ajor I Adjuta nt 
1st Bn. The Londo n Scottish (TA) 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn. The Gordon Highlande rs 
Training M ajor I Adjutant 
1st Bn . The Lo ndo n Scottish CTA) (designate) 
Ugand a R ifles 
Sta ff College, Camber ley 

Pa rachute Regime nt 
1st Bn . T he Gord on Highlande rs 
R oyal M ilitary Academy Sandhurst 
Queen's O wn N iger ia Regiment 
1st Bn. The Gordo n Highlande rs 
Adjuta nt, Highla nd Brigade De po t (designa te) 
Malaysia R a nge:s 
1st Bn. The Gordon Hi(lhland ers 
1st Bn. The Go rdon H1 ghland e rs (attached to 39 

Brigade H eadqua rters) 
1st Bn, The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn . The Gord o n Highla nders 
Attached RAOC 

Adjutant, H ighla nd Brigade Depot 

In fa ntry Junior Leaders Bn .. Oswestry 
Highla nd Brieade De pot 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlande rs 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highland ers 
1st Bn. The Gord on Highlande rs 
1st Bn . The Gordon Highlande rs 
1st Bn . The Gordon Highlande rs 
1st Bn . The Gordo n Highlande rs 
1st Bn. Th.:: Gordon Highla nd ers 
1st Bn. The Gordo n Highlanders 

1st Bn. The Gordo n Highlande rs 
1st Bn. T he Gordon Highland ers 
1st Bn. T he G ordon Highla nders 

H .S. Highl and Brigade Depot 
Allied La nd Forces Centra l E uro pe 
1st Bn. The Lo ndo n Scottish (TA) 

1st Bn. The Gord on Highl a nders 
1st Bn. The Gordon Hi~hlanders 
3rd Bn. The Gordo n HIJ:hla nders <T A) 
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SHORT SERVICE & EXTENDED SERVICE OFFICERS 

Rank Initials, Name and Decoratiom 

T / Lieutenant-Colonel C. D. A. PROVO 
Major G. DUNCAN 
T / Lieutcnant·Colonel N. K. HARTREY 
2/ Lieutenant R. J. GERRARD 
2/ Lieutenant R. M. KINGHORN 
2/ Lieutenant P. M. MAHON 
2/ Licutenant A. W. DUNCAN 
2/ Lieutenant C. M . OG ILVIE-FORBES 

Present Location 

Ministry of Defence 
Jst Bn. The Gordon Highlanders 
H.S. Highland Brigade Depot 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlanders 
Highland Brigade Depot 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn. The Gordon Highlanders 

GAZETIE 
REGULAR ARMY 

2 / Lt. G. H. Peebles (471325) to be Lieut. 4th Feb. 
1964. 

Capt. I. D. Martineau (414920) to be Maj. 9th Feb· 
ruary 1964, and with precedence in the Highland Bde. 
next above D. J . A. Grant (414866) Q.O. Hldrs. 

Capt. D. G. B. Saunders (414966) to be Maj. 9th 
February 1964, and with precedence in the Highland 
Bdc. next below J. B. Ta1t (441033) Q.O. Hldrs. 

Lt. Col. G. R. Elmsie, OBE (67200). retires or. 
retired pay, 1st March 1964. 

Lt. D. G. Hendry (4690 17) resigns his commn. 7th 
March 1964. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY 

The Queen has been graciously pleased to confer 
the award of the Territorial Efficiency Decoration on: 

Maj. (Hon Col) A. H. F. Fausset·Farquhar, DSO 
(30848) retired. 

Lt. P. J. Fitch (459788) (Res. of Officers Gordons) 
to be Lt. B.W. 12th Dec. 1963, with seniority 7th 
Nov. 1960. 

Lt. A. G. Gordon (453008) is granted the acting 
rank of Capt., 1st Jan. 1964. 

Capt. N. V. R. Simpson (438723) is granted the 
acting rank of Maj., 1st Feb. 1964. 

2 / Lt. D. N. M. Watt (471697) (on probation) is 
confirmed in his appt. as 2 / Lt. 13th June 1962 with 
seniority 13th June 1960. To be Lt. 13th Ju ne 1963 
with seniority 13th June 1962. 

Capt. H. T. Clark (42 1510) is granted the acting 
rank of Maj., 27th Jan. 1964. 

Maj. D. W. Girvan (436638) is placed on the Unatt'd' 
List 13th Feb. 1964. 

Capt. J. M. Gray (438723) is granted the acting 
rank of Maj .. 1st Feb. 1964. 

23273591 / Cpl. Thomas Gordon MacRae (476044) to 
be 2 Lt. (on probation) 1st March 1964. 

23959139 / Pte. Geoffrey John Stroud (476045) to be 
2Lt. (on probation), 1st March 1964. 

Capt. (Acting Maj.) R. B. Dunn, T.D. (400239) to 
be Maj. 1st May 1964 with seniority 1st March 1962. 

Lt. (Acting Capt.) J. A. Clemence (452779) to be 
Capt.. 17th May 1964 with seniority 27th Jan. 1964. 

Lt. J. A. Clemence (452779) is granted the acting 
rank of Capt., 27th Jan. 1964. 

TERRITOR IAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICER S 

Capt. F. G. Cochran (429 102) from Active List to be 
Capt. 21st Dec. 1963. 

Capt. J . D. Rust (431932) from Active List, to be 
Capt. 23rd Dec. 1 96~. 

Lt. G . P. S. Graham (45 1557) from Active List to 
be Lt., 2nd Feb. 1964. 

Maj. W. L. Henderson, T.D. (62410) having attained 
the ag:: limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of 
Officers 6th April 1964 retaining ttJe rank of Maj. 

Capt. J. Stuart-Black (79992) having attained the 
age limit, ceases to belong to the T.A. Res. of Officers 
12th April 1964 and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 

Lt. (Hon. Capt.) A. S. B. Freer (357209) resigns his 
commn. 3 1st July 1963 retaining the hon. rank of 
Capt. 

Capt (Hon. Maj.) I. K. Mackenzie, T.D. (87909) 
having attained the age limit, ceases to belong to the 
T.A. Res of Officers 19th April 1964 retaining the 
hon. rank of Maj. 

Lt. N. L. Sarony (460499) from Active List to be 
Lt. 29th February 1964. 

Capt. (Hon. Maj .) L. S. Hatt, T.D. (88461) having 
attained the age limit, ceases to belong to the· T.A. 
Res. of Officers 16th May 1964 retaining the hon. rank 
of Maj. 
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1st BATTALION 
EDITORIAL 

The Ba ttalion has arrived in Redford Cavalry Bar
racks, Edinburgh. At times your Battalion Sub-Editor, 
who arrived in Edinburgh as an Advance Advance 
Pa rty on the 3rd of January, wondered whether this 
would ever be achieved. On the day the main Advance 
Pa rty was to leave Kenya, the Za nzibar Government 
of the Sultan was overthrown : a short while later the 
East African Armies mutinied and strong rumours 
prevailed in Edinburgh to the effect that the Advanc.e 
Party was to become a Rear Pa_rty. ~t was. not until 
mid March that fina l confirmatiOn, mcludmg dates, 
was given for the Batta lion to return home. 

In the o ld days of t roopships, J anuary Jst seemed to 

be considered a good day fo r disembarkation 1st 
Ja nua ry 1957 the Battalion arrived in Dover from 
Cyprus, 1st January 1962 the Batta.lion landed in 
Kenya. Air Trooping has changed th1s however, for 
one is no longer able to disembark t_he whole Bat
talion on one day and so a longer hohday had to be 
chosen for d isembarkation; the Battalion landed from 
Kenya on March 25th, 26th, Good Friday, Easter 
Saturday a nd 3 1st March, 1964, thus maintaining tradi
tion. 

At the present moment the task is to unpack and 
prepare the Batta lion for ru nning Bisley during J une 
and July · it will not, therefore, be until August that 
we really get down to proper training to work our
selves up to standard. 

APPOINTMENTS AS AT 23rd MAY 

Appointment 

Bn. H.Q. 
c.o. 
2/ I.C. 
Adjt. 
Asst. Adjt. 
1.0. 
M .O. 
Padre 

H.Q. Coy. 

Rank 

Lt.-Col. 
S / Maj. 

S /Capt. 
S / Lt. 
S/ Lt. 

Rev. 

O.C. S / Capt. 
2 I.C. 
Sigs. Officer S / Capt. 
Reece Pd. Comd S/ Lt. 
Q.M. (I) S / Maj. (QMJ 
Q.M. (2) S/ Capt. (QM) 
Pmr. S / Capt. 
Admin . OfTr. / PR I S/ Maj. 

A Coy. 
o.c. S/ Maj. 

O.C. Designate S Maj. 
l. I.C. & Sp. Pd. Comd . 

S / Lt. 
Pl. Comd. 2 / Lt. 
Pl. Comd. 2 / Lt. 

8 Coy. 
O.C. S / Capt. 
2 I.C. & Sp. Pl. Comd . 

S / Lt. 
Pl. Comd. 2/ Lt. 
Pl. Comd. 2 / Lt. 

C Trg. Coy. 
O.C. S/ Maj. 
2 I.C. & Pl. Comd. S / Lt. 

D Coy. 
o.c. 
Sp. Pl. Comd. 
Pl. Comd. 
Pl. Comd. 

T / Capt. 
2 / Lt. 
2 / Lt. 
2 Lt. 

Name 

R. W. SMITH 
J . NEISH 
P. W. GRAHAM 
I. FLEMING 
C. H. VANDER NOOT 

W. G. A. WRIGHT, RAChD 

E. F. GORDON 

B. G. PATON 
T. H . G. DUKE 
F. KERNOHAN 
G. H. DUNN 
G. V. PAGE. RAPC 
G. DUNCAN 

D. H . W. BROWN, MC 

J . CARMICHAEL 

A. M. CUMM ING 
J . R. URQUHART 
R. S. HUNTER-BLAIR 

R. W. C. MURISON 

D. M . H. DU BOULAY 
A. W. DUNCAN 
C. M. OGILVIE-FO RBES 

1 J . H . SIMPSON 
R. S. FAWCUS 

A. N. M. SCOTT 
G. H. PEEBLES 
P.M. MAHON 
R, J . GERRARD 

Remarks 

Major J. T . D. Durbin 
PRI Designate 

OC .. HQ'' Coy. 
Designate 
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BIRTHS 
Lieutenant C. H. van der Noot, daughter Alexandra 

J ocelyn born at Nakuru on 24th September, 1963. 
23498866 Pte. Hardie, G., A Coy, daughter Heather 

born at Nairobi on lOth January, 1964. 
22757271 Pte. Grant, A., D Coy, daughter Alison 

Lesl ie born at Nairobi on 29th January, 1964. 
22804584 Cpl. Ogg, A., A Coy, daughter Catherine 

McGillivray born at Nairo bi on 13th February 1964. 
23904212 Pte. Taylor, R., HQ l Coy, da ughter Linda 

Bruce born at Nairobi on 17th February, 1964. 
23533367 L / Cpl. H all, J., HQ I Coy, daughter Karen 

Elizabeth born at Durham on 19th February, 1964. 
23863389 Pte. Jordan, J., HQ I Coy, son Bruce Andrew 

born at Inverness on 17th April , 1964. 
14456791 C / Sgt. Stephenson, H ., D Coy, son Mark 

W ill iam born at Edinburgh on 25th April , 1964. 
~2965250 Pte. Bond. D Coy, daughter Helen Margaret 

born at Black pool on 17th April , 1964. 
Captain P. W. Graham, son James Walter born at 

Nairobi on 23rd January, 1964. 

MARRIAGES 
23549268 Pte. McDonald J., HQ I Coy, ma rried Rose 

Dawn Odendaal at Nakuru on 28th February, 1964. 
235 10258 L/ C pl. Shand H ., HQ Coy, married Lettie 

Helena Fenwick at Eldoret on 14th March. 1964. 
237 16 169 Pte. Duncan, B., A Coy, married Sheil.a 

Evelyn McWill iam at Aberdeen on 30th March, 
1964. 

239095 13 Pte. Rust, R., HQ I Coy, married Mary Earl 
at Aberdeen on 30th March , 1964. 

Lieutenan t T. H . G. Duke married Susan Margaret 
Willia ms at Gi!Gil on 22nd February, 1964. 

DEATHS 
2349 1886 Pte. Downie. G .. HQ 2 Coy, died at Nakuru 

War Memorial Hospital on 19th February, 1964 as 
a resu lt of a traffic accident. 

23871380 Pte. Middleton, K., HQ I Coy, died at Aber· 
deen Royal J nfirmary on 29th March, 1964 as a 
result of an accident. 

DISTURBANCE IN EAST AFRICA 
Once again operations and events involving the Bat

talion cause me to write a background narrative to 
the othei contributions in this issue. 

T he story begins on Sunday, 12th January when on 
the departure of the Advance Party fo r the United 
Kingdom. the Batta lion became non-operational. On 
this da y the government of the Sultan of Zanzibar 
was overthrown and thus began the chain of acti vi
ties and disturbances in East Africa which was to upset 
a ll the plans for the move of the Batta lion to the 
United Kingdom and which was to involve the Bat
ta lion in several operations. The person who bor.e the 
brunt of the resulting changes and rechanges of plan 
was Mr. Fawcus who was the Baggage Officer for the 
move home. One moment he was receiving carefully 
packed and weighed boxes, the next he was hurriedly 
issuing them out again so that the Companies could 
depart on various operations. To add to h is confusion. 
at one stage it was planned that the Royal Scots would 
relieve us in Kenya and take over ou r G 1098. H ow· 
ever in the end it came with us (this statement is not 
entirely correct as a great deal o f it has yet to arrive 
in Edinbu rgh) and Mr. Fawcus and the Company 
Quartermaster Sergeants have a great dea l of experi
ence in packing boxes. 

The change in plans and sudden reversal of orders 
caused extra work fo r the Batta lion Orderly Room as 

well ; the Ba ttalion was warned o n 23rd November 
1963 that it would be returning to the United King· 
dom in late February or early March and on the lith 
December at a movements conference the Batta lion 
was informed that the time and types of each ai~craft 
would be known at least six weeks before the first 
aircraft left. In the event only ten d ays' warning was 
given, but the Orderly Room, undeterred. p roduced 
the movement instruction in d ouble quick time. 

Four days after the Battalion became non-opera
tional " D" Company were ordered to move to Nairobi 
prepa red to fl y. As the first vehicles were leaving camp 
the o rder was cancelled by 24 Brigade Headquarters 
and the Company remai ned at fou r hours' notice to 
move. However, on 20th Janua ry 1964, ·'D" Company 
suppo_rted by part of " B" Company were called to 
Nairobi where they emplaned in Beverleys and flew 
to Mombasa where they embarked in HM S Owen 
and ··saw service" off the coast of Tanganyika and 
Zanzibar. On this day ' 'A" Company were brought to 
ei!!ht hours' notice to move and the Commanding 
Officer left fo r Nairobi to organise the evacuation of 
Army families from Nairobi to Kahawa. At this time 
the possibility of recall ing Molar and Acorn from the 
Advance Party in the U nited K ingdom was discussed 
but nevei implemented , much to the chagrin of Acorn 
who felt very left out of everything. 

On 23~d January, "A" Company were ordered to 
Nairobi prepared to fly to Uganda. but in the event 
the Company remained in Nairobi and carried out 
IS duties under command 2 Scots Guards. This initially 
disappointed the Company, as the chance of rescuing 
their late second in command, Capt. Martineau, from 
the mutineers at Jinja in Uganda where he had newly 
joined the Uganda Rifles seemed too good to miss. 

On 24th January the 11th Battalion K enya Rifles 
mutinied at Lanet only 20 miles from Gilgil, but with 
the Battalion spread over the whole of East Africa, 
only the IS Platoon, made up o f primarily the Military 
Band, was available to assist the 3rd R egiment R oyal 
H orse Artillery in putting down the mutiny on 25th 
Jannary. 1t was a t this time, at the height of the dis· 
turbances. that it was planned that I Royal Scots 
would relieve the Battalion in Kenya. 

Whil st the Rifle Companies were d etached to all 
parts of East Africa, the Rear P arty a t G ilgil were 
kept busy with the mutiny at Lanet, and the guard 
on the Ammunition Depot in Gilgil (the largest East 
of Suez) and tha t on the camp itself was doubled. At 
the same time a composite Tactical H eadquarters of 
about 50 strong was earmarked to fly out in case " A" 
and " D'' Companies should link up for operations in 
Dar es Salaam. This operation, which was eventuall y 
carri ed out by the Ma nnes, would have been launched 
simultaneously from HMS Owen. Nairobi and Gilgil! 

On the lOth February " A" and " D " Companies 
returned to Gi lgil but it was not long before " D " 
Company were stood-to at 8 hours' notice to move 
to Mombasa, and on 24th February left fo r there by 
train where they stood by in case help was needed tn 
evacuating the British Nationals in Zanzibar. As it 
turned out, fiowever, they liad a pleasant 10 days on 
the beaches a t Mombasa and finally returned to Gilgil 
on 4th March just in time to pack everythi ng up to 
return home. 

And in the end, the Royal Scots didn' t relieve the 
Battalion, so all the G 1098 stores had to be repacked 
and thus ended two months of order , counter order 
but not disorder. 
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"A" COMPANY 

Company Commander: Major D . H . W. Brown. MC 
Company Sergeallf Major: W.O. II G . H . McAuley 
Company Quartermaster Ser~eant: C / Sgt. L. Ross 
J Platoon 
Platoon Commander: 2 / Lieut. R. J. Gerra rd 
Platoon Sergeant : Sgt. F. Fras~; 

2 Platoon 
Platoon Commander: 2 / Lieut. R. S. Hunter Blair 
Platoon Sergeant : Sgt. J . Easson 
4 Platoon 
Platoon Commander: Lieut G . H . Peebles 
Platoon Sergeant : Sgt. C. Campbell 
Company Piper: P:per Hart 

Hogma nay celebrations this year were helped by 
thoughts of home. But after the alcoho lic haze had 
clea red these thoughts were rudel y jolted by a series 
of unexpected events which seemed to conspire to 
keep us back in Kenya. 

We started the year on a good note with a useful 
week at Lion Hill Ra nges firing off casuals for classi
fication and ensuring tha t every single ma n had the 
best possible chance to get a good score. At the end 
of tbe week the range was stopped and everyone went 
o ff fo r a day to pack their M FO fo r dispatch. another 
contributory factor to thoughts of home. On the 13th 
of January we packed up camp and moved back to 
Gi lgil. If we thought we were going to lead a quiet 
life in camp un til we left we should have expected 
something ominous from the date of ou r return . 

No sooner had the Advance Party left wi th Sergeant 
Dooley from " A'' Company tha n our last adventure 
began. 

Battalion Personality. 
Private J . Leckenby of Kirkintilloch. 

On the 15th January Zanzibar was taken over by 
a revolutiona ry government a nd on the 20th January 
··D" Company with 2 Lieut. H un ter Blair in tow. 
left fo r Mombasa. The fo llowi ng entries in the Com
pany Commander's d iary tell " A" Company"s story 
during the next three days: 

21 st Jan 4 hours' notice 
22nd Jan 12 hours' notice 
23rd Ja n Sta nd-to to 18 10 hours 

Move 2120 hours 

Echoes of Swazi la nd- 12 hours' notice and then an 
immediate move! This t:me we wer: well p;epa red and 
got a way punctually. 

An amusing thought at this time was that Captain 
Martineau. who had been visiti ng the Batta lion on 
leave before ta king up h is new job with the Uganda 
Rifles. left us on the a fternoon of the 23rd January 
fo r Jinja. That even ing the Jinja Battalion of the 
Uganda Rifles mutinied. Some winks and nods were 
seen in the Company the next day. 

We arrived at the Scots Guards camp after mid
nijlht and were housed and fed most efficiently. Cap
tai n McLa ga n had jo ined us as Second in Command 
of the Company and 2 / Lieut. Ogilvie-Fo rbes as a 
p latoon commander. An HQ element including the 
Drums and Pipes bolstered our st rength. Apart from 
a nother ra pid move, which 2 Lieut. Peebles and 
2 / Lieut. Ogi lvie- Fo rbes a lmost slept through back in 
the Officers Mess. we stayed at Ka hawa wi th the 
Scots G uards until our return to G ilgi l on the II th 
Februa ry. 

Li fe at Ka hawa was a change. D uring the mornin~s 
we had riot drill p ractice, PT and y,eapon and radio 
training and in the afternoon we played as much 
spo -t as possible absorbing a very hot sun. Kahawa 
had excell en t facili ties fo r spo rt and amusemen ts with 
numerous courts and playing fie lds. a swimmi ng bath 
and a good NA AF I and the Phoenix C lub which 
housed a cinema. I Platoon won an inter platoon 
spo rts competition the climax of which was a swim
ming competition. This was an individual event in 
which the man who made the most splash off the top 
board won 1st place for his pla toon. The Company 
Sto re d id no t enter a team. 

Besides the ofT-duty enjoyments there were oatrols 
to be done and guards to be found. 2 Lieut. Gerrard 
took his platoon to guard Embakasi Ai·po rt and was 
asked to provide a G ua rd of Honour fo r a Chinese 
Political Envoy. There were mobile patrols round key 
points in airobi a nd guards on the GOC's house 
beside the no rma l camp guards. 

The two Regiments got on remarkably well with 
each other and there we•e no d rastic incidents apar~ 
from Pa rk 06 going wild all on his own one night. 
RSM Gra ha m of the Scots Gua rds was also surprised 
one night by a sma ll band of impuden t Jocks chanting 
··Peanuts·· ! at him. They were whipped into the guard
room for a very sho·t spell and then whipped out 
aga in. 

Back in Gilgi l on the li th Februa ry life d id begin 
to settle down into a rou tine of packing up and p•e
pa ring to go. However there was no firm _date fo r 
the move a nd rumours and speculation from the 
oddest sources helped the frust ration in everyone's 
mind. 

During the next few weeks convivial noises and 
cha mpagne co rks po pping in the Officers' Mess 
announced 2 / Lieut . Peebles' promotion to Lieut. on 
the 16th February. We managed to keep ourselves 
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Big Bennett in Action. 
l. to r. Pte. Smart (Edinburgh), Pte. Macarthur 
(Ma~trick), Pte. Mackie (Strathnairo), Pte. Reid 

(Strathdon). Cpl Ogg (Keith). 

busy and some of the Company were on GOC"s guard 
at the end of the month. The Scots Guards came up 
and played sport again t us on the 26th February. 
Leckenby played basl..etball and soccer for the Bat
ta lion and Milton. Cheape and Adams also played 
socce·. The results are not mentioned in public. 

At last on the 12th March we got the final news 
of the move closely followed by the actual flight dates. 
Morale shot up in most cases and a mass of orders 
and instructions made it lool.. like the real thing. On 
top of th is further convivial noises and the clunk of 
beer bottles in the beer bar announced that C ruik 
sha nk had. at last. passed his ACE Ill. 2 L1eut. 
Hunter Blair was looking proud that day. 

You can never tell what will happen next. even at 
ti mes fike this and in staid departments like the Com
pany Office or the Company Store. Scott and Cooper 
37 surprised everyone by launching out independently 
with a loud splash into the world of commerce. How
ever their venture must have been short-lived for 
they were nipped in the bud by a zealous policeman 
who charged them with sol iciting. In all fairness to 
them we must add that the charge was dropped . 

.lust before we left. Brigadier Lloyd-Owen paid an 
informal visit to the Officers' Mess and then decided 
to go to the beer bar where Armstrong. on one of his 
short visi ts to the Company. sang to him. 

In the final throes of packing up a special mention 
must go to Leckenby who is leaving the Army vir
tually on I andin~ in UK. He has been a very popular 
stalwart in the Company with Officers and Jocks alike 
and has set a standard of cheerfulness, good humour 

and 6ehaviour that every Jock would do well to aim 
for. 

The first of the Company leave as I write these 
notes and while the J ocks maintain they did not like 
Ken ya we can guarantee they will long for Kenya in 
Edinburgh. They have had a tour full of variety and 
incident for wh ich they should be grateful. At this 
moment there is only one man who does not want to 
leave and that is the writer of these notes, and per
haps if he goes on and on writing more and more 
drivel and uses this desk, there is a chance he may 
have to rem:1in .... 

Congratulations to the following on their promo
tion: 

L / Cpl. Martin T. to Cpl. 
L / Cpl. Raitt J . to Col. 
Pte. Angus H . to L [ Cpl. 
Pte. Munro J . to L / Cpl. 

The following have left the Company for various 
reasons and we wish them luck in their new ventu res: 

Cpl. Ross W .. Demobilization 
Pte. Leckenby J .. Demobolization 
Pte. Craig B .. Demobilization 
L Cpl. Petr·e J .. CO's Batman 
Pte. McKnight D .. M:T. 
Pte. Lawrence. M.T. 

We welcome the following: 
Cpl. Sharp f om ·'B" Company 
Cpl. Ogg from H Q Company 
Pte. Mc<\rthur from .. B .. Company 
Pte. Duncan from HQ 2 Company 
Pte. Davidson from H Q 2 Company 
Pte. Sutherland from "D" Company 
Pte. M :Le!lan from "D" Company 

Striker-L/Cpl. Grant (lnverurie), Lead-Pte. Parry 
(Keith), Thrower-Pte. Stephen (Dundee). 
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"B" COMPANY 

January began in the usual way with days of train
ing and sport; and everybody had their eye on the 
beginning of March, when it was planned that the 
Battalion would fl y home. We anticipated some weeks 
of leisu rely preparation for the move. But this was 
not to be, for the outbreak of disturbances in East 
Africa led to sudden moves and furious activities at 
all times of the day and night. There was much uncer
tainty and rumour was rife, and it was not until 
Friday, 13th March that we were to ld that the Com
pany was flying home on the 24th and 25th March. 
We have found ten days ample time to get ready, after 
all the practice we have had in recent weeks. 

When the mutiny took place in Tanganyika, "D" 
Company went hurrying ofl· to Mombasa, taking with 
them a strong platoon of " B" Company under com
mand of Lieut. D. H . White, with Sgt. Wilt as platoon 
sergeant. They embarked on HMS Owen and sailed 
into the Indian Ocean, hovering between riot torn 
Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam. Much to the platoon's 
annoyance, the Royal Marines landed in Tanganyika. 
and so after a pleasant cruise, they returned to Mom
basa and disembarked. There followed a fortnight 
guarding vital points in Mombasa, amongst which was 
the arduous task of guarding the Shell installations 
at the docks, which was declared a "smokeless'' zone. 
Occasionally the platoon had a day by the sea at the 
Silver Sands Leave Centre. Towards the end the Jocks 
saw something, if not everything, by night in Mom
basa. Least amongst expenses was the price of choco
late and chewing gum (if removed from ration packs) 
which cost as much as £5 and £3 respectively. When 
" D" Company returned to Gilgil, the platoon was met 
by CSM Donald who had been pining for them; and 
he was delighted to sec them looking so fit and 
immediately set about bringing them back to earth. 
The platoon was equally surprised to see the fortified 
camp. which had sprung up in thei r absence. 

Soon after the ou tbreak of the mutiny in Tangan
yika. the Uganda Rifles also mutinied and "A'' Com
pany left for Nairobi, taking with them th~ Drums 
and Pipes under command of 2 / Lieut. C. M. Ogilvie 
Forbes, who had only just joined " B'' Company. Two 
days later the Kenya Rifles mutinied at Lanet, and 
Captain R. W. C. Murison formed a scratch platoon. 
with CSM Donald as platoon sergeant. which stood 
by all that day, but which failed to see action. On 
that day Major A. T. C. Brown flew the Battalion 
aircraft from the mutineers' camp, landed it on the 
football field and brought it to safety in f ront of the 
Battalion Guard Room. A few days later a Tac HQ 
was formed, part of which, including Major A. T. C. 
Brown, went to Nairobi. CSM Donald was to be 
RQMS and Sgt. Murray. Intelligence Sgt., a job which 
suited him well. Captain R. W. C. Murison became 
UEO and one night freight was prepared for the move 
of Tac HQ. Sgt. Murray continued in these days to 
pack and unpack the company stores according to the 
latest instructions. 

For the rest of the time that East Africa remained 
unsettled, the Company carried out guard duties and 
provided stand-by platoons, apart from a week ;t the 
end of February when Lieut. D . H . White and his 
platoon went ofT again with " D'' Company to Mom
basa. There was more time to see the town on this 
visit and it was much enjoyed. 

Just before the disturbances began the Company 

had a week under canvas at Lionhill Range, where 
the annual classification courses were completed. Sgt. 
Will, Cpl. Donald. L Cpl. Lindsay. Ptes. Dey. Carroll 
and Hay were amongst the most outstanding marks
men with all weapons. Lieut. D. H. White took the 
opportunity after firing finished each day to go off 
to hunt impala, but he invariably returned at dusk with 
a jack rabbit or diminutive dik-dik. 

All this time 2 / Lieut. A. W. Duncan and seven of 
the Company, who left at the New Year, were on 
safari in the Lake Manyara Game Reserve in Tan
ganyika. Little game was seen; on the way there they 
were lucky to see a leopard which they dazzled in 
their headlights on the first night. and it is believed 
that L/ Cpl. Cameron saw a pink elephant in the 
Reserve. Being unlucky with game, they drove to 
Malindi on the coast, where they spent four days sai l
ing, spear-fishing and sunbathi ng. before driving back. 
tO Gilgil. 

The departure of the Advance Party to Edinburgh 
had the effect of depleting the formidable Compan) 
football team. In the Battalion's six-a-side inter
platoon tournament in March, 6 Platoon reached the 
final. in which they lost to the Military Band. The 
Coles malo..e a distinguished family trio Cpl.. L Cpl. 
and Private on the football field. Other stars are 
L Cpl. Ritchie. Pte. Cardno and Pte. Clark. the goal
keeper. 

On 24th February Major A. T. C. Brown. who had 
commanded "B" Company for eighteen months, and 
who had led the Company from the dust bowl of 
Kajiardo, to the slopes of Mount Elgon and over the 
highlands of Swaziland, handed over to Captain R. W. 
C. Murison. It was in the last eighteen months that 
the Club spirit developed and in which "B'' Company 
became known as the "fliers'', as the Company con
tained most of the active flying members of the Bat
talion Flying Club. Major A. T. C. Brown has left 
to do a tour with the Army Air Corps; we wish him 
the best of luck and good flying. 

Sgt. Williams has been Sgts Mess Caterer, and Sgt. 
Murray has continued to act as CQMS. and so the 
corporals have been having a field day. Cpl. Christie 
has recovered from rheumatic fever after a lengthy 
convalescent leave and we hope to see him back at 
duty in Edinburgh. L Cpl. Hampson has rejoined the 
Company from Brigade HQ. Pte. Dey has left for 
civilian life; he was one of the stalwarts and his profi
ciency at the tug of war and shooting wilt be missed 
in the Company, Pte. Dey was an automatic choice for 
a Bn. Quarter Guard and always set an example to 
the Company. 

The Company is now enjoying disembarkation leavj! 
until May 19th, by which t1me everybody has to be 
back at Redford Barracks. where Lieut. D. M. H . 
Du Boulay and Sgt. Richardson have been shivering 
with the Advance Party since January. We have yet 
to hear how the change of altitude affected the Jocks 
on their arrival in London. Living at nearly 7.000 feet 
for over two years made little impression on the Ser
geant Major. 

In June a nd July we will be at Bisley. and after 
that, who knows? If the world continues in its un
settled state. we may go anywhere! 
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"D" COMPANY 

Company Commander: Major J . T. D. Durbin 
2 !.C.: Lt. I. Fleming 
C.S.M.: W.O. II Skene G. 
C.Q.M.S.: S/ Sgt. Stephenson H. 
Company Clerks: L /Cpl. Ross J. 

Pte. Murray 77 A. 
Company Piper: L / Cpl. Jaffray 
13 Platoon Commander: 2 / Lt. J . R. Urquhart 
Platoon Sergeant: Sgt. Boyd B. 
14 Platoon Commander: 2/ Lt. P. M. Mahon 
Platoon Sergeant: Sgt. Flinn M. 
16 Platoon Commander: Lt. R. S. Fawcus 
Mortar Sergeant: Sgt. Watt P. 
A / Tk Sergeant: Sgt. Greenhowe R. 
Unattached: 2 / Lt. I. G. H. Wallace 

Following the last week between Christmas and 
Hogmanay. the New Year saw 2 I Lt. Wallace and Sgt. 
Flinn to Nairobi with a dozen good men and true 
to protect the life and property of the GOC. 

However mid-January saw the eruption in revolt 
of the allegedly peaceful and pleasure loving people 
of Zanzibar, though no doubt in certain circles the 
eradication of Arabs would be regarded as more than 
pleasuraole. (However. the revolutionaries had the 
decency to wait until the day after the Company Com
mander had completed his leave in Zanzibar). ln con
sequence the company reinforced with a fourth 
platoon from "B" Company were placed on 8 hours' 
standby for "destinations unknown". 

Monday 20th J anuary saw the Company finalising 
its preparations for a flyout demonstration to the 
Battqlion when the order came through to move. So 
the Company found itself doing the real thing and 
after being warned at 11-30 hours left the camp (or 
Nairobi at 1315 hours. On arrival at RAF Eastleigh 
the Company emplaned, whilst Major Durbin was 
briefed by the Brigade Commander. 

It transpired that the Tanganyika Army had revolted , 
conflicting reports were pouring in, and the company 
were to fly to Mombasa and thence embark on HMS 
Owen with all due haste and thence proceed by sea 
to Dar es Salaam. 

Thus whilst the company flew, the Company Com
mander sucked his biro and wrote his operation orders 
which began " D Company I / Gordons will capture 
Dar es Salaam Airfield with a view to ... " So that 
evening the company found itself at sea having 
denuded the GOC's guard of personnel in passing. 

The View from "D" Company line~. Mombasa 

H.M.S. Owen 

On arrival off the "Dar" the Company awaited final 
clearance and patrolled the waters between there and 
Zanzibar whilst the Company Commander visited 
HMS Rhyl (who carried the Senior Naval Officer) and 
made various amphibious plans. 

Meanwhile the Coy. consumed its daily rum ration, 
rehearsed embarking and landing drills with the ship's 
boats. Here unbeknown to us we achieved a brief 
burst of publicity by having bathing parties on the 
reefs off Zanzibar City whilst the butchering was con
tinuing within the city walls. 

After a week in HMS Owen we were ordered to 
link up with 45 Commando in HMS Centaur. Unfor
tunately this order was countermanded on the night 
of joimng up and we returned at high speed to Mom
basa to deal with trouble there and so missed taking 
part with 45 Commando in the Coli to Bks. "bunfight". 

On arrival at Mombasa we landed with high expec
tations due to the various signals which arrived dur
ing the night. However, we were there in expectation 
of trou6le a nd not the realization. 

Here we spent three weeks in JS duties, guarding 
VP's, having an IS Platoon on standby, and various 
foot and vehicle patrols, whilst every fourth day the 
off duty platoon swam at Silver Sands Leave Centre 
by day and studied in detail by night the many estab
lishments of Mombasa. 

Here the Company Commander anticipated the 
thoughts of the Company by allowing all night passes 
with the result that the Company returned early and 
couldn't be bothered to burn the midnight oil. 

Here again L/CpT. Green leTt for UK with his 
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The Rum Issue. Private Matulivicze receiving. 

Waterski-ing, Mombasa Harbour, Private Duncan (85) 

campaigns emblazoned on his suitcase- "Kenya, 
Swaziland, Zanzibar, Casablanca, New Florida. Pen
guin ... " We returned to Gilgil in mid February 
having missed the Lanet .. tea party" but within the 
week we returned with all haste to the coast, with yet 
another mission. This time the Company Commander 
was briefed in detail on platform No. I on Nairob; 
Station whilst avoiding a leaking roof, the tea trolley 
beggars. vendors of smutty literature, and other diver
sions, whilst yet maintaining the strictest security (?). 

This time our mission never came to pass: whilst 
an army spokesman explained our move, "a fully 

armed company swathed in war-like appendages" as 
being a "Change of Air" move and that we would 
look foolish 400 miles from home without weapons! 

However, we only stopped a week and we indulged 
fully in swimming and water ski-ing with fu ll scale 
G.P.M.G. instruction. Some little time was spent in 
the ancient sport of bat shooting. This was instigated 
and modernised by the Company Commander who 
stated that whilst he did not mind minor evacuations 
by bats during Company Orders he drew a line at the 
complete morning ablutions of the bat colony 
descending on him from a great height. 

During this stay 2 / Lieut. Urquhart celebrated his 
21st birthday. His platoon (13) duly reacted; so much 
so that nothing can be printed except that 2 / Lt. Mahon 
is planning to be out of the country when his 21st 
arrives in August. 

In Mombasa the Company were very lucky in being 
given self-contained accommodation in the transit 
camp by Maj. Gascoigne R.E. who appreciated the 
situation (with his pre-war knowledge of the Regiment 
in Singapore and Gibraltar). However his apprecia
tion was not full enough to prevent the long line of 
Jocks parading each morning to apologise to Mrs. 
Gascoigne for their profanities the night before. 

Our alarms and excursions were of course inter
mingled and bedevil led in the packing(s), unpacking(s) 
and repacking(s) for the return to UK. Nevertheless 
we finally completed our move home by 27th March. 
We are now on leave unti l reassembling on 20th May 
for Bisley and other places not yet designated. 

But in conclusion we all agree that Redford Bar
racks are bleaker than ever, and this has of course 
resulted in the bachelors plunging into marriage as 
being the lesser of two evils. 

Landing practice off Dar es Salaam. Lieutenant Mahon 
helps a well laden Jock. 
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H.Q. COMPANY HEADQUARTERS BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM 

Many people in the Company have visited Mombasa 
or Nairobi while attached to Rifle Company groups 
during the recent disturbances. But none were so 
heroic as the Military Band Braves, who achieved such 
a swift victory at Lanet. 

We hea rtily congratulate Captain E. F. Gordop on 
acting as Company Commander, Sergeant Major, 
Storeman, a nd company runner all at once; and Lieut. 
Duke on his marriage. We arc also pleased to hear 
of the Signal Officer's new policy that all batteries, 
charging engines and wi-elcss sets are going to work. 
We ex tend our sympathies to CQMS Postill who is 
now packing the G J 098 fo r the second time. 

On reforming at Edinburgh severa l changes will 
occur. We congratulate CQMS Carruthers on his pro
motion to Warrant Officer and look forward to seeing 
CQMS Somers in the Accommodation Store. We are 
also to lose CQMS Postill , who together with Captain 
R. J. MacLagan, is being posted to " A" Company. 
With Captain E. F . Gordon off to the new Depot as 
Adjutant we will welcome both Major D. H . W. Brown 
and Captain Lumsden to the Compan y. 

The only remai ning members of Company Head
qua rters a re those who are not often seen. but are 
the steady back bone of this administrative element. 
Pies. Ferrie, Alexander and McDona ld 49, have all 
done sterJ:ng work in the closing down of the camp. 

HEADQUARTER COMPANY (No. 2 Group) 

Company H.Q. 
Phew ! what a hectic period we've just had. 
It all started with a telephone call from " D" Com

pany's CSM-"1 must have my drivers and signallers 
right away". Then the fun started. 

Along with HQ (I ) Company, we were Duty Com
pany and had just nicely got the week's duty roster 
out. The move of " D" Company presented a few 
problems but, with the move of "A" Company things 
really went to town wi th our dea r CSM going for a 
"Sputn ik" ride with Major Gargarin for an hour or 
so. When he finally came down he found CSM Dunn 
awaiting his arriva l and between them they sorted 
out a ll the required duties in a most fascinating and 
brotherl y fashion! 

L/Cpl. Hunt has joined us as Company Clerk after 
4t yea rs in the Ba ttalion Orderly Room. Since hi s 
a rrival he has been using his Company Office as a 
t~avel agency, answering queries of all shapes and 
sizes. 

On his return from Rhodesia, Captain Gordon has 
become our new Company Commander and has taken 
over the appointment of Battalion Football Officer, 
complete with polo stick. We give him a warm a nd 
hearty welcome and hope that his short sojourn with 
us will be enjoyable. 

The move of the Company Office aroused the tem
pers of the Battalion. as apart from Capt. Gordon 
and L/Cpl. Hunt (CSM Strachan still being in his 
''Sputnik) onl y the RQMS knew of the move, from 
the Twynhams. Tempers were raised even higher when 
it was rea lised tha t there was no telephone there. 

On taking over the Education Centre as our new 
Company Office. we came upon a ll sorts of books and 
pamphlets; a mong them was "Speaking G ood English". 
This, a long with the Companies Concise Oxford Dic
tionary, was promptly placed on the CSM 's table. 

Since the last no tes came into being, very little has 
taken place as regards changes in the Battalion's 
"Sala ry Earning Staff". 

Colonel Smith no doubt found Major Duncan creep
ing into his good books by not presenting him with Q 
PRI bill for breaking a glass against the Cookhouse 
wall at the All Ranks Hogmanay Dinner. 

L / Cpl. Hunt departed gracefully from our midst. 
complete with half the contents of our stationery 
stores. He has moved to Headquarter Company (No. 2 
G roup) in a straight swop fo r Pte. (Escort 'n Evidence) 
Quail, who has returned to our presence to tell us 
more of the unknown crimes of Scotland 's Independent 
History. 

Th is move was foll owed by Pte. " Bibby" Gibson 
becoming most definitely a n Un-paid, Un-wanted 
Lance-Comical to the staff's misfo rtune. lt was soon 
after this unfortunate event that he dropped his nick
name and became a Ba ttalion "Water Baby". 

The fly-out of "A'' and " D " Companies, saw L / Cpl. 
Roy drop his temporary status of an Egyptian Citi 
zen a nd exert himself to Regimental duties- a th ing 
almost unheard of within the staff. 

The move of the Battalion to the United Kingdom 
had its own problems, for a change! ! ! ; the Companv 
Clerks carried out all the documentation so we could 
carry on in our well known leisurely manner. 

Just before the move was confirmed , L / Cpl. Roy 
escorted the staff to the nearby Game Park at Nairobi 
where an enjoyable time was had by all. L/Cpl. G ib
son provided his own "game" for the trip in the un
feathered form of a " Little Wise Bird" of the Brownie 
Tribe. 

Pte. (Recruiting Sgt.) Addison has topped the tables 
in his special ro le of gaining brotherly recruits bv 
acquiring a future medical discharge for himself. 
What of his recruits H-E-L- P . 

On our return to the United Ki nl(dom we eagerly 
await the stating of the date of Pte. G reig 763's 
engagement to his W-AC of a fiancee. 

Capt.a in Graham has made his own addition to the 
staff- as if one G raham wasn't enough. 

QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT 
Dear Readers, if I may be so presumptuous. 
Once again I find myself trying to hold your atten

tion for a few moments while I relate the foul deeds, 
''clangers" dropped and just plain lunacy done since 
our last notes. 

The main event was, of course, the move back from 
Kenya to Edinburgh. The Advance Party consisted 
of a Quartermaster, C / Sgt. Varl ey, L /Cpls. C lark and 
Scott and Pte's Lawrence, Moir, MacConnell and 
Murphy. All went stra ight on leave on d isembarking 
at Stanstead. On their return they found the momen
tous task of taking over the barracks and at the same 
time issuing the Advance Pa rty with No. 2 Dress, a 
job not relished by anyone. 

C / Sgt. Va rley was dragged away from his new sew
ing machine to dea l with the RE March Tn as Pte. 
MacConnell finding the work rather nasty got him
se lf bedded down. Hence the Colour earned himself 
the nick-name of " M aster Builder"~ He still turns 
pale at the sight of keys. 

Our ginger-headed friend. Lawrence. was also given 
new employment in the way of the Accommodation 
stores. This. he was assured, was only temporary: 
however, Ginger is getting rather worried in case he 
is told to stay there. Never mind , Cpl. Cossar will 
have him in that G 10 before he knows it. 
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Wee Nobby Clark after setting out his store as he 
required it took a spot of leave which was due to him. 
The QM with Nobby"s welfare at heart set two friends, 
namely C Sgt. Varley and L Cpl. Scott. to work. They 
then proceeded to disrupt everything _by laying out 
the store, as they thought, was the correct way. Conse
quently nothing can be found and there is still one 
Sgt. walking about with four bar chevrons on his 
arm. 

·Pte. Murphy, our sanitary man, was lost for a few 
days on first arriving in Edinburgh; at last he was 
found in the cookhouse employed as a "washer-up". 
On being asked why he hadn't reported to the office 
on his first day, Paddy's reply was that "You don't 
get free tea breaks as a member of the staff''. It 
appears he was mis-informed. 

Members of the staff on the Rear Party in Kenya 
found themselves doing all sorts of jobs at all times. 
This was due to the Advance Party being away in 
UK and the continual change in operational status 
of the Battalion due to uprisings and mutinies in East 
Africa. 

For the move home we borrowed an ex-member 
of the QM Staff from the Assault Pioneers, namely 
L /Cpl. Don Ho~sack who worked very hard in various 
sections of the Department. All other staff members 
are to be congratulated on this hard work during this 
difficult period. 

True to tradition we have several arrivals and 
departures since our last notes. Cpl. Davy Birchall 
left Kenya on demob for South Africa. We a ll wish 
him well in his employment as under manager in a 
large shoe repairing factory. We all miss his twisted 
sen!'e of humour. Sgt. Ray Sell finding the drill in the 
Battalion rather hectic left us after l think one of 
the shortest tou rs on record. 

On the arrivals side we welcome Sgt. Munro as our 
new armourer and also Pte. Don Rawson who has 
joined us as another of C / Sgt. Varley's henchmen. 
Cpl. Cannonball Webb after his long detachment to 
the Royal Engineers has at last come back to us. We 
also congratulate him on his recent marriage. We 
always thought he was married to a pistol. We also 
congratulate C / Sgt. Varley on his award of the Long 
Service and Good Conduct Medal. Congratulations go 
to L / Cpl. Scott on his recent engagement. We still 
~:an't get over the shock, but then again neither can 
Scotty. 

The RQ is slowly being driven round the bend by 
the number of different jobs landing in his lap. This 
is because of the many members of staff still on leave. 
They are however now gradually coming back, much 
to his relief. 

The Quartermaster is eagerly awaiting his posting 
to France: he has even gone so far as to purchase a 
new car, his one pride ano joy. Next in line for 
Quartermaster is Captain Charlie Michie. 

The next big event we are a ll looking forward to 
is Bisley. Nearly all of the staff will be attending, 
with the exception of the few well known dodgers. 
Rest assured, dear readers, any "clangers" dropped 
will be given full coverage in our next issue and the 
culprits hauled over the coals. 

INTELLIGENCE SECTION 
When our last notes were written we were packing 

up for our move to Edinburgh. Well. here we are 
again, at least some of us. On our arrival back ofT 
leave we found that our services were reouired else
where than in the Intell igence Office. "Orderly Room 
Clerks" Lindlev and Simpson settled down to a life 
of files. duplicators and duty clerks. "RQMS" 

Cameron ruled the QM's advance party staff with a 
rod of iron. and Lt. Van Der Noot signed BRO"s "Lt. 
and Adjt. Advance Party"'. Having agents planted in 
such strategic positions it didn't take long to find our 
new premises. Between us we managed to make the 
place look quite habitable. From what our spies have 
told us it is obvious that we have a busy time in 
front of us. However, the work to be done promises 
to be both instructional and interesting. 

Fans of this column will by now be saying "What 
about Wullie". On our departure for UK L / Cpl. 
Black was left in charge. The work he had to do was 
complicated enough as it was without the East African 
rebellion, and unfortunately communications between 
L/ Cpl. Black and ourselves broke down. Therefore 
we are as much in the dark as anybody as to what 
happened to the Intelligence Section after we left. 
L Cpl. Black is on leave just now, but if we can grab 
him before the '"News of the World" we can promise 
an exclusive account of his adventures in the next 
issue. However. we did learn that Sgt. Murray had 
been called back from "The reserve of agents" to act 
as ··1 Sgt." I am sure that both of them managed 
very well. 

Busy as we were during the latter days in Kenya , 
Sgt. Cameron. L Cpls. Black and Lindley managed 
to wangle a trip to airobi to take part in the Brigade 
Intelligence Convention. Lt. Van Der Noot was too 
busy and "Bwana Mkubwa" Simpson expressed the 
opinion that he was sufficiently trained, and set otT 
on leave to wreak havoc among the wild life of 
Thomsons Falls. Readers who follow the notes of the 
Sgts. Mess will know all about the "Lion for sale" 
incident. Well. what did happen on the night of the 
31st of December 63? Who should come into the gate 
of the Scots Guards camp on the second of January, 
all innocent and unsuspecting? Yes, you're right, the 
aforementioned trio. It struck them as strange that 
the camp which never had a gate before had a make
shift one now: the hostile looks from the guardsmen 
they met didn't help. When Sgt. Cameron was wheeled 
in to the RSM of the Scots Guards thinks looked 
really serious. Things turned out well in the end how
ever, but the Lion Keeper, a Pioneer Sgt., continued 
to watch them with suspicion. The convention was a 
great success and they all agreed that they were more 
"clued up" than before. Then back to Gilgil and last 
minute packing. 

Here in Edinburgh all has not been completely stag
nant on the I Section front: Lt. Van Der Noot has 
just come back off an Intelligence Officers' Course and 
we have recruited a new agent, Pte. Dixon ex-"B" 
Company, at the moment he is our unofficial plain 
clothes agent. his uniform is still in an MFO box on 
the high seas. 

DRUMS AND PIPES 
As these notes are being written, the Drums and 

Pipes, like the remainder of the Battalion, are busy 
preparing for the move to Scotland, and excitement 
reigns everywhere as we contemplate how we are 
going to spend this long awaited holiday. 

We do hope the weather is not too unkind to us 
on our return, as we have been basking in the African 
sun at every opportunity, and have acquired a nice 
"Biighty Tan". 

Since the New Year we have had no band engage
ments, and from mid January to mid February. during 
the disturbances in East Africa, we were attached to 
"A'" Company at Nairobi, where we took part in 
mobile patrols, security guards and IS duties. These 
duties. although trying at times, gave us valuable 
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experience, and the hard programme was relieved as 
often as possible to promote sport and swimming com
petitions between platoons. The Drums and Pipes 
demonstrated their sporting prowess by winning the 
football and swimmin~ events. 

Naturally, during th1s period, there was practically 
no pipe or drum practice, with the exception of Piper 
Mortimer, who, attached to "D'' Company, had 
ample opportunities to entertain both the sailors of 
HMS Owen and the native population of Mombasa. 
Later that month, when '·D" Company were again 
sent to Mombasa, Piper McLaughlin accompanied 
them, where we suspect he h_ad a hard time trying to 
keep cool on the beach at Silver Sands. 

Saturday, 29th February was a significant date for 
the pipers. Six of them competed in what is believed 
to be the first piobaireachd competition ever held in 
Kenya. This event had been cancelled several times 
due to operational commitments, but finally, Brigadier 
McNab who farms near Gilgil. and is himself a keen 
piobair~achd player, and the Pipe Major organized 
the afternoon's events. 

The Brigadier and the Reverend Keltic from Nairobi 
judged the playing, wh!ch :-vas of a h igh. standard des
pite the lack of practice m the precedmg weeks. 

The Pipe Major won the Open, Piper Stewart . the 
Novices Competition, and in the perfect surrou ndmgs 
of the Brigadier's garden, a pleasant afternoon was 
spent. . 

We said goodbye to Piper Anderson 96 on h1s 
departure to Civvy Street, and wish him all the best 
in the future. 

No other changes have taken place within the band, 
and our numbers should be favourable when we com
mence duties in Edinburgh . 

The learner Pipers and Drummers have progressed 
remarkably well, and all should be fully fledged play
ing members in Edinburgh, giving us a strength of 
16 Pipers and II Drummers- all we want now a re 
the engagements. 

MILITARY BAND 
Much work has been done since our last notes were 

written, notably the Royal Show at Nairobi, which 
was held in the first week of October. It also gave 
us the opportunity of renewing old friendships with 
the Band of the Staffo:dshire Regiment. 

Little did we then know that that was to be the 
last major appeararce of Bandmaster Ford with the 
Band. We learned on our return to Gilgi l that Mr. 
Ford had been offered the post of Bandmaster of the 
Lowland Brigade. We would like to take this oppor
tunity of thanking Mr. Ford for the very hard work 
he put in during his 8 years as Bandmaster, and we 
wish him every success in his new appoi ntment. We 
are sorry to see him and Mrs. Ford leave us. 

We welcome to the Band, Bandmaster C. A. Harper, 
A.R.C.M., who is no stranger to the Highland Brigade, 
having served since 1946 with the Seaforth High
landers, where he a ttained the appointment of Band 
Sergeant. During his course at Knell er H all , he won 
first prizes for Band and Choral conducting, and 
obtained the Associate D iploma of the Royal College 
of Music. We wish him every success and hqpe that 
he will have a happy stay wi th the Band. While on 
the subject of new arrivals. we welcome to the Band, 
Bdsm. Glen, Chalmers and Little. who have recently 
arrived from H .B.J.S.W. Our old friend Bdsm Nichols 
has rejoined us from Kneller Hall. 

The Independence Parade at Nairobi on the II th 
December was nearly a washout. On the dress 
rehearsal the previous night, the heavens opened up 

Corporal Forsyth plays the "Post Horn" Gallop. 

as we marched on to the arena, and of course the 
rehearsal was cancelled, but by the time we reached 
the trucks we were soaked to the skin . Some clown 
of an M.P. had moved the trucks about a mi le from 
the arena. The following day we played at the sports 
at Kabetc. Although our plaids and kilts were still 
damp we had a most enjoyable afternoon. 

In the field of sports we a re still the "cock o' the 
walk" at hockey. Some of the results being: Band v 
Band I / Staffs 3-0, Band v H QSelect 5-2, Band v RE 
2-0. 

We congratulate B/ Sgt. Spud Thomson, Cpl. Bob 
Forsyth and L/ Cpl. Roger Goodsell on being awarded 
their Battalion Sports Colours for hockey. Sgt. Jim 
McCulloch has recently been promoted to Class I 
football referee and soon after that he was also 
awarded his Battalion Sports Colours for football. 
Well done, Jim, "you may reach Hampden Park yet". 

During our stay at Kahawa for the Independence 
Parade, we challenged the "Staffs Band" at a .22 shoot
ing match and defeated them by over 200 points. The 
best shots being the Bandmaster, L / Cpl. Williams a nd 
Bdsm. Seivwright. 

The Christmas period is always a busy time for the 
Band. We toured the married quarters with a quartet. 
backed up by members of the Wives' Club and some 
members of the Band, who under the baton of Mr. 
Harper produced a reasonable choir. 

With the help of various members of the Battalion 
we produced our first variety concert for some time. 
It was a great success and by popular request we put 
on a repeat performance the following night. O ne of 
the highlights of the programme was Cpl. Forsyth 
who played the Post Horn Galop on a 303 rifle. He 
had to miss out the second variation as the bolt wa~. 
missing. We would like to thank a ll members of the 
Battalion who took part. 

Our Christmas "Smoker" took place on the 27th 
December. Guests included the Comma nding Officer. 
the Band President and Lt. Fleming. It was a great 
pleasure to see Col. Smith back as Commanding 
Officer. He was our Band President in the past and we 
are sure of his friendly interest in Band matters. Wel
come back, sir. The highlight of the evening was a 
darts tou:nament, in which the Bandmaster and the 
B/ Sgt. fought it out in the final round. 

The Bandmaster is now studying hard for a second 
set of letters after his name. L.C.S. (Lion Cub Steal
ing). It was a great joke to see the Scots Guards Lion 
Cubs joining our Hogmanay Celebrations at Gilgil. 
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Lance Corporal Williams at Lanet. 

Janua:·y and February were very busy months for 
the Band. The rifle companies had left for Mombasa 
and Kahawa. wi th the Band and a few others left as 
rear party. Little did we know that we were to b: 
used as an IS Platoon . After a few p ractice IS drills 
we fo und ourselves on the 30 yards range, to get 
acquainted with a new instrument, the S.L.R . Red 
flags could be seen fl yi ng as far away as the married 
qua ~tcrs. Ou r main job as IS Platoon was to tour 
around Gi lgil showing the civi l population tha t there 
were stil l soldiers left in camp. Quite unexpectedly 
at 9 a.m. one morning during o ur tour o f Gilgil a 
message came thro ugh that we were to proceed to 
Lanet where trouble had broken out. We had just 
enough time to collect 24-hour packs and then we 
were off. Incidentall y the last time the Band were 
ca lled out o n operational duties, was in Malaya in 
1950. The platoon Sgt. being Sgt. (now C / Sgt.) Car
ruthers. Now 14 years later we were to find ourselves 
under C / Sgt. Carruthers again. Sgt. Jess H yslop 
appeared from the inner sanctum of the P.R.I. and 
took over No. I Section. Sgt. Yogi Brooks 
took over No. 2 Section and Sgt. J im McCulloch took 
over No. 3. With Captain Go~don in command we 
raced to La net. 3 R.H .A. had been there some time. 
and when we arr ived we were met by a barrage of 
photographers and newsreel cameramen. It would be 
difficult to realise that just a few days before we were 
playi ng Mozart and Beethoven, with not a care in the 
wo-ld. After a few hours of hanging around we were 
called in to the K.A.R. barracks on mopping up 
operations. Previously 3 R.H .A. had gone in with 

ferret scou t cars and brownings. Our first prisoner, 
guarded by L/ Cpl. Shorty MacDonald and Bdsm. 
Willie Chal me-s, turned out to be the sani tary man. 
Soon we had the whole K.A.R. Batta lion rounded up 
and under guard. L/ Cpl. Roger Will iams was con
gratulated on his turnout with the G .P.M.G. by the 
C hief of Staff. Every time Roger got into position 
with his G.P.M .G. the Africans turned white. All 
ended well and soon we were back at Slim Camp. Lots 
of stories were told that night in the beer bar, and 
will be for au ite some time to come. 

We would - like to congratulate Bdsm. Shand and 
Williams on thei- p ··omot:on to L/Cpls. LICpl. Shand 
also got married at Eldoret on the 15th of March; we 
wish h im and his wife a very happy future. 

Our last engagement in Kenya was performed by 
the Dance Band at the Nak uru Rugby Club dance , 
and by the reports we have heard . they made the 
dance a v~ ry successful evening. 

The Bandmaster's Visit to Ethiopia 
The purpose of my two week visit to Ethiopia was 

to get the Naval Band "up to scratch" for the annual 
visit of the Empe-or. 

His "Imperial Majesty" as he is referred to by abso
lutely everyone in Ethiopia, visits Massawa in January 
for the Graduation Parade. Massawa. on the Red Sea, 
is the chief port of Ethiopia. and is reputed to be the 
hottest and most humid po-t in the world. Having 
spent two weeks there, in what was supposed to be 
the cold season. I can well believe it. 

On landing at Asma;a. the nearest airport to Mas
sawa. I thought my air journey from Nairobi via Add is 
Ababa had gone very smoothly. The first incident to 
shatter this illus!on. was that the immigration officials 
would not let me into the country! They would not 
under~tand that I was on Military Duty and that an 
Ethiopian Naval Officer should be at the airport to 
meet me. After fail ing to get them to find the Officer 
or even let me find him, I jokingly demanded to be 
put on the olane to Nai robi. They then quite 
seriously explained that this was impossible. I would 
not be allowed through immigration at Nairobi with
out an exit visa from somewhere, and, as I had not 
yet been anywhere, my return was impossible. At that 
moment, befo re I had time to lapse into romantic day 
d reams. wi th myself. in the ;ole of the modern " Fl ying 
D utchman''. barred from eve~y airport in the world 1 
the Naval Officer arrived and cleared up the situation. 
The second setback was the fact that my baggage had 
been put off at Addis Ababa. However. I was in the 
country and th is, they explained. was only a mino r 
setback and if I stayed in a ho tel overnight my bag
gage would ar;ive the next morning. It did not arrive 
so I decided to carry on to Massawa with only the 
clo thes I stood up in. 

The journey from Asmara to Massawa is a down
hill driv: for approx:mately 50 mi les . lf it is not 
obscured by cloud, it can be one of the most beauti
ful mountain journeys in the world- if the driver and 
your nerves are good. Asmara is some 9,000 feet up, 
and the road to Massawa at sea level is a continuous 
se~ies of hair pin bends and hair raising escarpments. 

On arrival I was given an air conditioned room. 
overlooking the sea. and issued with Naval Officer's 
uniform (minus gold braid and hat). I was very 
relieved at this because my " Kenya type" suit was 
beginning to fee l rather hot and heavy on me, and my 
one and only shirt collar looked anything but fresh . 
When my baggage arrived some days later I trans
ferred back to the Gordon Highlanders. 
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The a val Band at that time was about sixty strong. 
In fact they had enough instruments, mostly brand 
new. of which l was very jealous, to equip a Band 
ot a hundred. 

Although their entire library consisted of nothing 
more than a dozen marches they seemed very pleased 
to have someone from the outside musical world to 
teach them. Most of the Band spoke a little English 
and. with Italian being one of the local languages they 
quickly understood when I resorted to the universally 
u,ed musical terms. 

On the whole. considering that quite a few had done 
nothing but look after ~oats and other similar jobs 
a ll their lives before joinmg the Navy, they responded 
reasonably well to having their interpretation of 
marches changed . 

The marching of the Band, and the sequence they 
did. was excellent. and was a highlight of the whole 
parade. This required very few changes by me, one 
of them being the harmomza tion of a local folk tune. 
All the Band had previously played the melody and 
some did not take kindly to playing a harmony part, 
and very quickly reverted to "Tune" when ther 
thought l was not listening. 

On my second day there I was presented with a 
maid. Although she spoke two of the Ethiopian 
dialects. Hamaric and Tig~inia, fluent Italian and a 
bit of Arabic, she could not speak a word of English. 
Unlike the members of the Band, " Mollo Vivace and 
Andante Conmoto" were of no use and after the 
hysterical giggles I got when she was presented with 
a sporran to clean, I gave up speech in any language. 

Apart from the parade the highlight of my visit 
was an invitation to dinner with the Emperor's grand
son, Prince Desta, who is the Commander of the Navy. 
A sudden shower of rain prevented what would have 
been an even greater honour. It happened as the 
British Ambassador was about to present me to the 
Emperor, after the parade. In fact the rain spoiled 
most of the celebrations, which normally go on into 
the early hours of the morning. 

I left at 3 a.m. the morning after the parade. Even 
the warning of the possibility of attack by "Shifta" 
these being bands of nocturnal thieves who freouent 
the lonely Asma ra-Massawa mountain road , could not 
stop my having a certain a mount of regret at leavin~ 
Ethiopia. The peoole had been very kind indeed and. 
although the "tomorrow will do" attitude tends to 
make one slightly impatient, they were a pleasure to 
work with. 

After the parade I was presented with farewell gifts 
from each section of the Band. "From the Cornets'', 
o r " From the Clarinets" was printed on attached post
cards. 

r arrived back in ai robi in rather a round abou t 
way. which enabled m~ to visit Kha rtoum. Thi ~ came 
about because the weekly plane to Nai robi fo rgot to 
la nd a t Asmara. 

On arriving at Gilgi l I found that my own B~nd 
had taken up arms a nd had put a stop to a mutmy 
by the K.A.R. at La net (with a little help from the 
R .H .A.). Hereby lies another tale. generally to ld by 
Sgt. McCulloch every night in the Mess. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
The last th ree months have been yet another period 

of comings and goings with Companies and o thers 
being called away on operational duties fo r va rying 
periods, and others being stood to a t Gilgil for com
mitments which generally came to nought. 

In June '63 we arranged a large party and a Guest 

Night both of which had to be cancelled due to the 
Battalion move to Swaziland. In January '64 we made 
the same a rrangements and again these had to be 
cancelled owing to the absence of officers and the 
local operational situation. By the time the situation 
had returned to normal, all our Mess Property had 
been packed and was on the high seas UK bound, 
and it was thus unfortunate that neither of these events 
have been held as a farewell to this station. 

In February the living-in members of. the Mess 
d:ned out Tobin Duke two nights before h1s weddmg 
on the 22nd. He left the party in a surprisingly good 
state in spite of some vile concoctions of alcohol that 
had been offered to him, and in some cases drunk. 
A large number of Mess members attended his wed
ding a nd the excellent reception which. seemed !o con
tinue to an early hour on the followmg mormng. 

On the 26th February All Ranks of the Scots Guards 
visited the Battalion to play us at sport. We w~re very 
glad to have some of the offi<:ers and their wi':es .to 
lunch in the Mess. The occas1on was used to mv1te 
some fifty of our local friends to tea, then to watch 
sport, after which followed drinks and a most ex<:el
lent buffet a nd barbecue supper. and the evenmg 
finally ended with an impromptu dance. This was our 
last official Mess enterta inment in Kenya. and our 
thanks are due to the Mess Staff who made it such 
a success. 

On Ladysmith Day the members of the Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants Mess came to the Mess for a 
p~e-lunch dri nk . There followed some very late 
lunches. 

The 23rd March was the last night on which officers 
dined together before departing for the UK. We had 
a most excellent dinner a rranged by our new Food 
Member. Major Gordon Duncan. and we were pleased 
to have the Brigade Commander with us. We also 

Captain K. Cooper, R.A.O.C. 
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dined out Captain Ken Cooper, Commander of the 
local Ammunition Depot, who has been with us since 
June 1962 and whom we are very sorry to leave 
behind. We hope that he will always look us up. 

On 25th March the Mess at Gilgil closes and 
thoughts now turn to preparing for Redford Mess. and 
to all other matters that have to be attended to on 
returning to the UK from an overseas tour. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
The entry against 12th January 1964 in the Bat

talion Historical Records reads "Battalion became 
Non Operational". This was near the termination of 
our last notes, but more significant was that it was 
the exact time the Battalion became "non-effective''. 
although this was not in fact to be, as later in the day 
the Battalion was put on the alert because of the 
revolution in Zanzibar, followed later by the various 
mutinies in East Africa. For the next eight weeks Mess 
members were kept busy packing and unpacking not 
for the United Kingdom, but for var ious trips via 
Nairobi and Mombasa. For those who had to stay 
at base, life was not dull especially when a mutiny 
occurred in the Kenya Rifle camp 25 miles down the 
road. The Battalion supplied a platoon in support and 
helped to quell the mutiny. Great stories on many 
occasions have been related by two eminent non- com
batants (Urrugh Jim McCulloch and Mr. MFO Yogi 
Brookes) who took part in the operation . For Mess 
members it was highly successful and interesting, for 
the drinks were flowing freely. 

After many weeks of wondering and cautious pack
ing War Office confirmed that we would go home in 
late March and the great rush was on- everyone 
seemed most anxious to get away before further 
t~ouble aros~ especially when the GOC in his fare
well visit made a humorous (we hope) reference about 
returning. 

During the last few months in Kenya a great 
alliance was made with the Mess of 2nd Battalion 
Scots Guards, which was sparked off by the New 
Years episode of kidnapping their lion cubs. One 
Sunday in March two buses and many private cars 
from the Scots Guards descended on Gilgil where a 
most entertaining sports day was held. Though well 
beaten at basket ball, and just beaten at football , the 
Mess team did well at hockey and tug o' war (two 
straight pulls). Two weeks later the Mess visited the 
Guards in their luxurious surrounding at Kahawa. 
Strenuous efforts to get the teams waterlogged bj:fore 
the sports began were not too successful and this time 
the results were the same, apart from the football in 
which we gained our revenge which really shook the 
Guards. 

A Farewell Social was held in the Mess on 28th 
February which was very well attended and a good 
time was had by all. Though this was the official 
fa rewell many informal farewell parties emerged at 
later date. As the Battalion flew home in six flights 
over a period of ten days most members met at th~ 
Airport the three Nairobi lads, WO II Paddy Brown, 
Sgt. Bert Buchan and the ever smiling Sgt. ' 'Stager" 
Strathdee who remain in Kenya at ERE till later. In 
the case of the latter two, one is still not sure whether 
they were at the airport for envious reasons or to 
make sure that no one was left to recommend their 
return. 

Congratulations to Master Tailor Arthur Varley on 

his being awarded the Long Service and Good Con
duct Medal- rumour has it that a posting is in view 

at last says Arthur; he will be sorely missed. 

Whenever these notes are written a paragraph is 
dedicated to "good-byes" and •·welcome back". This 
time is no exception especially as many of the T A 
PSI's are now back, their reliefs having left the Bat
talion last November and December. 

One departure that will not go unmissed in many 
respects is that of C / Sgt. "Busty, alias Ginger, alias 
Les Ross". He has given much of his time in the past 
to the activities of the Battalion and has kept the 
Mess entertained with the quickness of his hands and 
various other novelties which it is understood he has 
perfected by hours of practice behind locked doors. He 
will be missed for his earnest discussions with Mess 
members and in particular his method of proving his 
point. Now we also have to go seek a new scribe for 
these notes, for his sudden departure left us in the 
lurch. 

One further big loss is Bill Large, our Catering Ser
geant Major who never failed to impress visitors to 
the Cookhouse with the various dishes served to the 
Jocks. Without doubt Bill worked hard throughout 
his tour to bring the standard of messing in the Bat
talion up to a standard never known before. We wish 
Bill and Mrs. Large and their daughter Barbara all 
the best for the future. Congratulations must be 
added for the award of the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal to Bill and also his forthcoming pro
motion to WO I when he arrives in Aden. Bill Large's 
''side-kick" Jack Greaves is also about to depart. Jack 
has become one of the characters that all Regiments 
have. His biggest asset we believe is his hidden eyes 
that very few have seen. However we wish him good 
luck on posting. 

S / Sgt. Ray Sell, our REME Armourer, is about to 
depart to Carlisle after a short while in the Battalion. 
Sgt. Monty Girling is off to Banchory to join the 3 Bn. 
(TA) again!!! 

Arrivals back include Sgts. Tommy Lowe, Willie 
Joss, Eddie Cameron and also a real old weirdy Jimmy 
Leggat-all from the T A. Sgt. Mitchell after a most 
successful tour as a Signal Instructor at the School of 
In fantry is also back. Jim Sharp is also back from 
Sandhurst. Though never too far away C / Sgt. Jimmy 
Ashley has rejoined us from HQ 24 Infantry Brigade 
Group. 

Our welcom~s also extend to WO II Tug Wilson our 
new Catering Sergeant Major and S / Sgt. Munro our 
new Armourer. Incidentally his father was at one time 
a Quartermaster in the Regiment. 

Already members are returning from leave and get
ting themselves accustomed to their new uniforms and 
the local brew. Visitors to the Mess are always wel 
come to relive moments of the past and renew old 
acquaintances. Two serving visitors, RSM Frank 
Tayles and WO I Gordon Cammack have paid fleet
ing visits- it is nice to see them looking well and .we 
hope they will come and stay a little longer next 
time. 

We end these notes by sending our deepest sympathy 
to the family of Pte. K. Middleton who died on 29th 
March at Aboyne, whilst on leave, as the result of 
an accident. Pte. Middleton known to all Mess mem
bers as "Scrubber" was a Mess barman of long stand
ing- he was very popular with members and will be 
missed very much. 
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SPORT 

Football 
Owing to the departure of the Advance Party to 

the United Kingdom. much o f our time has been taken 
up with friendly games throughout the command with 
a view to tryi ng o ut new players and building up a 
competent team for Edinburgh. 

Despite the absence of the Rifle Companies on 
detachment, we managed to field a 1st and 2nd XI. 
Training evenings were arranged for both XIs and 
practice ma tches took olace almost every week. 

Thanks must go to Captai n Gordon for the very 
ke=n interest he has taken during his term as Football 
Officer and also to Sgts. McC ulloch and Dryburgh fo r 
thei r advice on tactical matters. 

The highlight of the last ouarter was the visit of 
the 2nd Bn. The Scots Guards. This was a Sports Day 
which included football, hockey and basket ball. The 
football consisted of a 2nd X I ma tch in the mo rn ing 
and I st XI match in the evening. The results were: 

1st XI's I Gordons 3 v 2 Scots Guards 5 
2nd XI's I Gordons 2 v 2 Scots Guards 4 

The 2nd XI game was keenly fought a nd S Sgt. 
Bristow put the Battalion in the lead with a fine left
foot driv~ from the edge of the penalty box. The 
Scots Guards equalised 10 minutes later and the inter
val found the teams level 1-1. On the resumption the 
Scots Gua·ds rea lly got going and credit must be given 
to the Battalion team for the sporting way in which 
they lost. SSI Bristow scored our second goal and un
fortunate mistakes in defence against a more experi
enced side resulted in a victory for the visitors. 

The 1st XI match took place on No I ground and 
was well supported by the Battalion. 

Although being under strength the Battalio n took 
the field with much confidence and soon the game 
developed into a real ba ttle. First the Guards scorecll 
and then the Ba tta lion and at the interval the tea ms 
were level at three goals each. The second half was 
ma rred by heavy rain but still the battle continued 
and with a little luck the Battalion could have taken 
the lead , hitting the uprights on several occasions. 
Once ., jain experience told and the Guards were 
rather fortunate to leave the field winners by five goals 
to three. Special mention to Pte. Cheape for hi.s fine 
hat-trick and to " Red" Cole for his spirit and 
enthusiasm. He played a great game and was the idol 
of all the spectators. both Ba tta lion and Scots Guards 
ali ke. 

The last game played a t Gilgil was Headquarter 
Company Select versus a Combined Rifle Company 
Select. This was the best game seen in the Battalion 
for many a day. A large crowd was present at the 
start and we soon had goals galo re. Pte. Cardno's goal 
was a gem. He threw himself at a ball two feet off 
the gro und and ended up steering the ball home with 
his head along the ground. The result :-

HQ Company Select 4 v Rifle Company Select 4 
(L / Cpl. Murray 3) (Pies. Cardno 2, Cole I) 
(Piper Clark I) (L / Cpl. Cole I) 

It is with regret that we wi ll lose the services of 
Captain Gordon on his return to the United King
dom. He is leaving to take up the appointment of 
Adjutant at the Depot. During his short time as foot
ball officer he has instilled new confidence and spirit 
into the team and has spa red no effort to a rra nge 
matches. On beha lf of all the players we would like 
to wish him every success in his new appointment 
and we ho pe to see him in Redford Barracks with a 
team fro m the Depot. 

Cong~atula tions to Sgt. McCulloch and L Cpl. 
Murray on being awarded their Sports Colours. Sgt. 
McC ulloch fo r long service as coach and referee: and 
L Cpl. Murray for h is services to socce r in the Ba t
tal ion. the Garrison and the Command. 

We look forward to our stay in Edinburgh and wi th 
players of the calibre of Ptes. Kerr and Alexander 
waiti ng to join the team. we hope to be a force to be 
reckoned with. 

Hockey 
The year started with a social event; hockey being 

the excuse for h i rin~;~ the mini -bus and makin~ a fiye
hour journey to Krsumu. where the Battalio n srde 
beat the Kisumu C lub by two goals to nil. Sgt. Owen 
was the Battalion goal scorer and full credit must go 
to him for accepting his opportunities. Later, the 
Battalion mixed team was beaten by Kisumu by four 
goals to one. However, it was a well fought game a nd 
we were pleased that Irene Dunn, Sheila Swinnock, 
Barbara Larg~. Freda Jo hnstone and Veronica Fetini 
were able to come with us and make the week-end 
so enjoyable. 

It was not till mid february, with " mutin ies and 
weather" permitting that we were able to resume ou r 
hockey activities. First. we played the 3rd R.H .A. who 
were more practised as a team and fro m this match 
w::. discovered that we had a lot to lea rn . In prepara
tion for the Sports Day versus the 2nd Bn . Scots 
Guards we played two matches: o ne versus 60 Coy. 
R .A.S.C. and the other ve~sus the Naivasha C lub. 
Victory was ours in both matches, agai n mai nl y due 
to Sgt. Owen, who successfu lly pushed the ball into 
the net on a num ber of occasions. 

On the 26th February the Scots Guards visited 
Gilgil but could not match our hockey side, which 
won comfortably by four goals to one. Col. Younl! 
played well o n the right wing and hit some good 
centres across the back of their ci rcle. These were 
adeq uately stopped and hit hard towards goal by .Sgt. 
Owen, who scored all the goals on the few occasrons 
when he was not off side. This game was a suitabL~ 
benefit match to celebrate Sergeant Major Dunn 's 
fortieth birthday. 

We are glad to have Colonel Smith back in the 
side a·nd regret that February saw Corporal For
syth and Pte. Mackie collect injuries. ft. is hoped that 
they will both be fi t for Edrnbu rgh. Frnally. we are 
sor: y to hear that L Cpl. Gall. who has played for 
us on several occasions. may be medically discha rged 
from the Army. He has been renowned for his steady 
play between the posts and hi s loyal support. .How
ever, there is a chance that C Sgt. Carruthers wrll act 
as a good substitute. 

Flying News 
By "Slipstream" 

Many congratulations to Captain R. J. Maclagan 
who has just obtained ~is private pilot's licence hav!ng 
saved up his money rn Kenya and taken a ll yr~g 
course. wT1ilst on disembarkation leave, at Hurn Arr
port. He adds this licence to hi s Gliding Instructors 
qualification. He flew a two-seater Cessna .150 and 
he said that the course was hard work. Lreutenant 
D. M. H. Du Boulay has been flying Pioer Colts at 
Thruxton in Wiltshi re and at the moment he is taking 
part in the National Glider Championships at Lasham 
in Hampshire. He is another Gliding Instructor in the 
Regiment. We hear that Lieu!e~ant R. G. Bruc.e, w_ho 
is at Oswestry. has been glrd rng regularly wrth the 
Mid land Glid ing Club. 
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AFTER THE BATTALION LEAVES REDFORD BARRACKS 
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463. Board of Inquiry-Illegal Ab~ence 

I. A Board of Inquiry composed as under will 
assemble at Mudshire Barracks at 1030 hours 14th 
June 196? to investigate the circumstances under which 
the corpse of 563978 Pte. McTwit J. was discovered 

by 1st Battalion The Windy Lowlanders in the main 
block of Redford Barracks. Edinburgh having been 
absent for 9 months 17 days 3 hours and 7 minutes 
from lst Battalion The Gordon H ighlanders: -
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The three members of the Regiment who flew solo 
as student pilots in Kenya have decided that they can
not afford the cost of flying in Britain. Jt would have 
to be a very keen and determined soldier to succeed 
in obtaining a licence at a cost of £6 an hour, with-. 
out any form of subsidy. Those who are keen to get 
into the air will probably have to turn to gliding. 

Flt / Lt. R. Carrey, who has recently been posted to 
RAF Turnhouse from the RAF College at Cranwell, 
where he was an instructor, has been showing a great 
interest in the Battalion's flying activities. He has 
given Captain R. W. C. Murison some dual on a 
RAF Chipmunk and took 2 / Lieut. Peebles up for 
some aerobatics. which he had not done before; they 
had a close look at the bridges over the Firth of Forth 
on the same flight. It is strange at first to climb away 
after take off over the Firth of Forth rather than the 
familia r Lion Hill and Lake Nakuru, wi th its Hippo 
Pool and pink flamingoes. The cross winds at Turn
house appea- to be as persistent as at Nakuru. The 
Lothians Flying Club at Turnhouse have a Chipmunk 
and Cessna 150. 

The latest joined subaltern, 2 / Lieut. C. M. Ogilvie
Forbes. has done some flying on Tiger Moths and he 
also has a story· of how he flew an ai rliner over 
India when the pilot blacked out. He says that he 
simply kept the Himalayas on his left until the pilot 
recovered. 

Major J. J . H . Simpson, Lieut. C. H . Van Der Noot 
and Lieut. D. M. H . Du Boulay wi th a party from 
the Battalion had an enjoyable two days with 19 
Squadron RAF at Dalcross at the beginning of May. 
They fl ew in Wessex helicopters and marshalled them 
on the ground. The pilots surprisingly obeyed the 
vigorous hand signals of everyone, including the 
youngest J ock. Amongst things accomplished was a 
successful sortie on to the farm of Lt.-Colonel M. 
Du Boulay at Forres. 

LOOKING BACK 
I am almost certain that most men in the Regiment, 

and indeed their wives. did not fully appreciate having 
served in East Africa until they got back to dear 
Blighty. The two main advantages of serving in K enya 
which I wil l guarantee most of us miss now, were 
the lower prices and the warmer weather. H ow many 
of you go into the NAAFI now on a Thursday night 
to buy 200 cigarettes? How many of you would care 
to work outside with your shirts off now in March 
o ; December? 

On the other hand which man amongst you, when 
he went home, did no t fail to hold the rapt attention 
of parents, relations or girl fri ends with tales of the 
game he saw, or Mombasa, or the exercises in I 05 
degrees in the shade, or Swaziland? And how many 
bits of skirt fell for that suntan? Reminisce and be 
thankful. 

When I got home and finally had everyone walking 
around in shorts and stalking surprised cows in the 
meadow at the bottom of our garden, I felt that I 
had done my good work there and went off in search 
of fresh material. 

I set off down the road to see an old man I knew 
in the village who had been in Kenya many years 
ago. He was a recl u~e ar.\-:1 lived, looked after by a 
faithful housekeeper, in a bungalow set in the middle 
of a little wood. He and a n o ld retainer had created 
in that wood the most lovely garden. They had wrested 
the soil from the tree-roots and laid a lawn and made 
flower-beds and mossy walks over a period of yea rs. 
His wood was his sanctuary where life was sacred. At 

the bottom of the garden a clear stream gently washed 
the bough-tips of weeping-willow trees, the!"! flowed 
under a grassy bridge into the world outside. 

I approached the bungalow along a twisting 
gravelled drive which wound down through groves 
of tall trees. I rang the doorbell and was asked by 
the house-keeper to come in. She showed me into the 
small drawing-room where the o ld man was. 

He had been recovering from a heart attack so he 
did not get up but sat, wizened and shrunken, in a 
voluminous armchair. A long time ago he broke his 
neck when fox-hunting and this injury gave his head 
the appearance of growing straight out of his shoul
ders and made him move his whole trunk when he 
turned his head. H is face was wrinkled and tapered 
forwards to a na rrow pointed nose above a sandy 
stubble moustache. He wore a shirt and stock with a 
horseshoe pin, a green J?Ullover and tweed coat over 
cavalry-twill trousers wrth a small rectangular hole 
below the right knee, blue socks and leather slippers. 
I bade him "Good-day!" and sat down in the chair 
opposite. 

We talked of generalities before I explained that 
I had come to tell h im news of Kenya and what I 
had seen there. He livened up at the mention of his 
former stamping-ground and began to show attentive 
interest, making occasional interjections of apprecia
tion or surprise. I told him about Swaziland and 
going to the Kruger National Park. T described the 
country T had seen, the game I had watched on safari 
and how I had been to Southern Rhodesia and had 
driven back via game reserves and waterfalls which 
he once knew. But it was Rastus which started him 
talking. 

I had been describing the Officers' Mess in Slim 
Camp and telling him about a brother-officer's Labra
dor-Ridgeback cross dog which had defended the Mess 
so well from intruders. The old man told me that he 
had had a bull-terrier. I acknowledged this bit of infor
mation and continued with my tale. H owever, he 
spoke up again a minute later to ha rk back to his 
dog. This time I stopped my mouth and leaned fo r
ward to listen. There ensued the most in teresting three
quarters of an hour I had enjoyed for some consider
able time. Not onl y did he tell me one sto ry. but five 
or six about the good old days in Kenya in the 1920's 
and '30's. In his precise and rather hesitant voice he 
began: 

''I lost my bull-terrier under tragic circumstances, 
you know. I was staying in a government rest-camp 
fo r a night, just a small bungalow with a couple of 
beds and a compound for my boys. I had gone to bed 
and my dog slept on the floor beside me. In the 
middle of the night I heard him sniff at something 
and then move towards the verandah door, which was 
open. Suddenly there was the most awfu l scream and 
I realised he had been taken by a leopard which must 
have been having a look around. Well, I jumped out 
of bed a nd dashed out the door over to the native 
compound in my pyjamas to get a light. I got one 
of the boys up and we took a light but we couldn't 
find that leopard anywhere. 

Well, next day J took some of the boys out earl y 
and had a thorough search of the a rea. After half an 
hour I found one of my dog's hind-legs. That evening 
I set a gun-trap. I fixed it up using the leg as bait 
and retired to camp to listen for the ban~. About 
three hours later the gun went off. I grabbed my rifle 
and a lamp and taking a boy with me l went to see 
whether we had cau~tht the leopard. I must have set 
my trap badly for there was no sign of leopard or 
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bait. I was angry with myself for my carelessness and 
resolved to set another trap the next day. 

The following morning I got a goat to usc as bait 
and set my trap very carefully. I tied string round the 
goat and then to the trigger of the gun and then to 
a concealed stake. I made sure that this time the thing 
would go off properly. When I was quite happy with 
it I started back to camp. I had hardly gone more 
than 30 yards when the gun went off. I thought 1 had 
been too clever this time and the gun had set itself 
off. I turned round and made my way back. When I 
was pretty close I suddenly heard growling and snarl
ing hke a leopard. I hadn't even got my rifle with me. 
J ran off back to camp, picked up my gun a nd , with 
one of my boys behind me, sta rted back to the trap 
as quickly as I could. I put the boy up a tree a nd 
asked him if he could see the leopard. He said he 
could, tha t it was crouching down beside the goat. 
I asked h im if it was alive. ·r do not know, bwana'. 
he replied. I to ld him to keep an eye on its tail and 
if it twitched to shout down to me and tell me. I crept 
slowly forward to the leo pard with my gun ready. 
But it was dead . It was stone dead. crouched where 
the bullet had killed it. It was a big one, too. Must 
have been watching me the whole time I was setting 
my trap." 

The o ld man sat back in his chair, reflecting. J was 
spell-bound . Our ro les were reversed ; I was the 
audience and he was the story-teller. 

A little later we were talking about reco~ds for big 
~arne which prompted him to produce another perfect 
story : 

" I knew a man o nce who got the record elephant 
by mistake. Plaice was his name and he was D .C. at 
the time up at Fort Po rtal in Uganda. He was not 
interested in shooting game and was only a moderate 
shot. One day he was si tting down to lunch when 
a n old native came in begging to see him. When tlie 
o ld ma n finally gained admittance he told Pla rce: 'Big 
elephant stand in road , bwana.' 'Get the hell out'. 
said Plaice, and went on eating. The old man squatted 
down agai nst the wall and even tuall y spoke again: 
' Big, big elephant down the road , bwana, you shoot 
him, good.' 'If you don ' t get out of my bloody house 
I'll kick you out', said Plaice, and went on ea ting. The 
o ld man just waited patiently, watching Plaice all the 
time. Again he spoke: ' Him biggest elephant J ever 
see, bwana'. This time Plaice's steward came forward 
with a rifle and implo red him to go out and just hav" 
a look. 'All right, all right', said Plaice. and got up. 
The three of them only went about 130 yards down 
the road before they came to a clearing in the bush 
a t the side. Standing there was the most enormous 
elephant Plaice had ever seen. He lifted his rifle to 
his shoulder, took ai m and shot it. It fell dead. Most 
remarkable thing tha t; the fellow never usuall y shot 
anything serio usly and yet here he fe lled th is record 
elephant with one bullet! I believe it's still in Rowland 
Ward's book. It was about top o f the list when he 
shot it. One tusk weighed 182 lb. and the other 186 
lbs." 

After thi s splendid story he talked about Fort Portal 
for a little while. He described to me how, on a cer
tai n day a t a certain time of the year the mists near 
Fort Portal suddenly lift to reveal the Ruwenzori 
Range of Mountains, the Mountains of the Moon. For 
the rest of the year one could go there and not even 
know they existed. These remini scences reminded him 
of another story: 

" I was ADC at the time to Sir Robert Coryndon, 
the Governor, and he was visi ting Fort Portal on one 
of his many tours. 1 accompanied him to the African 

Hospital and we were going round the wards looking 
at the patients when we came to a small child, solemn
eyed a nd wrapped in blankets. The Matron turned to 
the Governor and said: ' I could tell you a story about 
this one'. 'Go ahead ', said Sir Robert. She then told 
this amazi ng tale: 

'This child's mother left him one day with some 
o ther children not far away in the compound of her 
shamba while she did some digging with her jembe. 
When she had been working fo r some time she sud
denly heard the children scream and running back 
to the compound saw the following terrible scene: 
a lioness had come into the compound and seeing the 
woman's baby playing on the ground had picked it 
up and stood there with him in her mouth. The frantic 
mother dropped her jcmbe and rushing up to the 
lioness beat aga inst its head with her fists. The lioness 
was so su~prised by this move that she dropped the 
baby and stalked off!' 

To prove her point the Matron unwrapped the 
wretched chi ld a nd showed us teeth-ma rks all down 
the side of its bod y. The remarkable thi ng about her 
story was that if the woman had kept her jembe and 
used it to batter the lioness she would have hurt it 
and almost certainly both she and the baby would 
have been killed.'' 

By this time the old man had won me over com
pletely. I sat enchanted and struggled with my bemused 
brain to commit these peerless pieces to memory. 
When I told him that I had been to Ngorongoro C rater 
in Tanganyika he capped his victo ry by telling me 
how, when he was on a fact-finding mission during 
the early days of Britain's occupatio n of that country, 
he had nearly bought the crater! This was the last 
straw and I retired vanquished. As r took my leave 
the old man told me how nice it was to be able to 
talk to someone who was interested in his past experi
ences. I returned the compl iment by telling him that 
I found nis tales so absorbing that I intended wri ting 
them down. He was su rprised and thrilled. 

Thus I left this excellent character smiling to him
self in his voluminous armchair . I wound my way up 
his drive, stopping ha lf-way to jot down in an address 
book the salient points of each sto ry, and resolved 
that what I had heard tha t afternoon should reach 
a wider audience. 

I am quite certain in my own mind that this old 
man had had his fair share of hardships and bo;ing 
moments when he was in East Africa but I also know 
that he must have made full use of his time out 
there. Reminisce and be grateful. 

ADVANCE PARTY 
The advance party CQMS, Heffren , was bringing 

us home from Kenya! The arid bowl of Gilgil, and 
wi th it many gentle. persuasive bartering Asian gentle
men. wrought as Ki kuyu grass, shrunk rapidly into 
the horizon as our movements bus sped the miles to 
Nairobi to our pulsating, waiting bird. 

We were scheduled to r icochet off the runway at 
2200 hou rs, until someone well qualified discovered 
that the navigation lights were not winking as well as 
they should. and so a slight delay resulted until a 
more friendly twinkle was established. Winkling and 
twi nkling like a devil demented we finally fled off the 
ta rmac at around 2300 hours and fai rly soon we left 
the sunn y equator fa r behind to those who ousted 
us from our Colonial perch. We rumbled across the 
heavens for a bit, and although Scrubber Boyd was 
heard to say, " J see no thundering angels", there were 
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others amongst us who, from time to time, con
veniently made usc of a silent prayer. All being well. 
however. we sk irted the Alps and a short while later 
we peered through a broken cloud to see our mother 
country wearing a wh ite mantle far below us. 

Custom formalities over. and hugging our smuggled 
Haigs Dimple to our bosom, we dispersed in the sp irit 
of Burns and hastened North to oor a in fireside. 
Regrettably a married sold ier returning home has 
nothing to ·'catch with", so to speak, except perhaps 
a visit to aul freens, as auld bachelor haunts a re out 
of the question of course. H ence our leave ended on 
a sober note. 

Between 12/ 14 February, '64, the married soldie rs 
having visited '"aul freens'' and the single o nes having 
renewed old acquaintances, and visited their familiar 
haunts, the advance party reported fo r duty a t Dreg
horn Camp, Edinburgh. A few days later we were 
all moved to Redford and started the long and tiring 
job of cleaning up the barracks. This has been nc 
easy task and one wonders when , if ever, we will move 
into a barracks that has been cleaned out for us. 
However, everybody settled down to the work and. 
a~ I write these notes, the Ba tta lion are returning 
from leave to a very clean barracks. But more than 

. ' - ... -
Edinburgh Castle Guard, Privates Christie and 

Macpherson. 

one Jock will be delighted to see the "smiling faces" 
of those who return. 

We had o ne maj~r. commi tment a lmost immedia te ly 
and that was prov1d111g a permanent gua rd for Edin
~urgh Castle. It is su fficient to say that a ver y good 
JmpreSSIOR was made and the Commander Edinburgh 
Area, sent the following message to the C~mmand ing 
Officer: '' I should li ke to congratulate the Advance 
Party on the way in which they carried out this some
what tedious duty. Their turnout and saluting have 
been of a high standard and their efficient control of 
traffic has been very noticeable". All those concerned 
are to be C<?n~ra~ulated for maintaining the high 
standard of dJSClpiJne of the reg1ment, and for giving 
us a good start in our new station. 

While cleaning up the barracks we a lso managed 
to get some sport, normally two afternoons a week. 
Socce~ was the main game and seven men . Cpl. 
Murphy, L / Cpls. Phili p and C larke, Ptes. Lemon, 
Kerr, R iddoch and Alexander. o f the advance party 

were selected to play fo r Scottish Command against 
the Royal Navy. It was fo rtunate that, owing to the 
pitch being unplayable, the match was cancelled. 

We turn now to various departments who we ~e 
plodding on apparently witho ut recognition, with their 
duties. We ho pe they feel rewarded by ou r comments 
below. 

Our scribe in the m arr:ed families section , Sgt. Leg
gall, arrived from Aberdeen in mid Ja nuary to take 
over the qua rters. Arriving ha lf a n hour late because 
of an overloaded car- MTO 3rd Gordons had refused 
his applica tion for a tra iler- the scribe was not at 
his best. H e found, too, tha t he was not as popular 
as he might have been , with the MQAS staff and d efi
nitely felt "one down' ' . Fortunately, he has since 
established very good re lations with MQAS, despite 
the state of many of the quarters on take over. The 
m arried fami lies o rganisation under M ajor Carmichael 
have done a tremendous amount of work in p repa ra
tion for incom ing families. With Major Simpson a t 
London Airport , liasing with the staff in Edinburgh, 
no house was empty of food nor was there an unlit 
fire in any house on arri val of the famil y. The housing 
Officer has also soent a great deal of time tryi ng to 
get hi rings in Edinburgh. which was no easy task. 
fo~ ~oldiers on their return . On the whole a very suc
cessful opera tion by a ll concerned. 

Th~ Orderly Room statT have been h~avily com
mitted with running the d ocumenta tion and normal 
typing duties for the advance party. Ptes. H astings. 
Simpson a'ld " Wee George" Lemon have all done 
well. Th~ latter has also played some good games of 
soccer when he cou ld get away. " You must be goi ng 
to stay for about 10 years judging by the amount o f 
maps you are taking" was the acid comment of th e 
storeman o f the Command map store to L / Cpl. Li nd
ley. It seemed tactful not to mention tha t this was 
onlv an initial indent! Now tha t the Intell igence 
Offi:~r is back f:om his course, brimming with ideas, 
th e sectio n are getti ng down to some ha rd work. 

Most people who knew SQMS Large will be glad to 
hear of his impending promotio n but will be sorr y 
to see him depart again fo r the Middle East. Jt has 
been r umoured that he may be going to the " hot 
spot" . Let us hope he does not become an ingredient 
in one o f the Arab Stews. Seri ously, however , he has 
looked after us and fed us in the most excellent way 
and we wish both Mrs. Large a nd himself the very 
best of luck in the new station . His competence and 
cheery manner will long be remembered by us a ll
Goad lucie '"Q" ! " However, for those of us left", says 
P te. Reid 91 of the ACC, " there is still plenty to be 
d one". Short sta ffed but cheerful the cooks here a t 
the moment have done well to produce good meals. 
I l ike it here but I am looking forward to the remain 
de r returning. Meanwhile I am taking over for a spell 
in the Officers' Mess for Taffy McCarthy. We would 
also l ike to extend a welcome to our new SQM S, 
W .O. II Wilson a nd Sgt. Philips. The latter goes out 
in six months' time but he still m anages to chase us 
a round the k itchen. 

L / Cpl. Mutch gives us some comments-a few we 
had to leave out in case of possible libel action
on the happeni ngs in the Officers' Mess. "The Mess 
opened in mid April but we are still operating wi th
out the proper ante-room. We hope this will be ready 
in time for the Cockta il Party o n the 26th May. We 
have a new M ess Sgt., Sgt. Artingsta ll , who has just 
done a short course on the running o f Officers' Messes. 
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We welcome him but he ··fair makes us work··. We 
also welcome L/ Cpl. Paterson from the Queens Own 
Highlanders and Martin from the Depo t. The Officers 
come and go but the mess staff seem to go on for 
ever! It seems a long time since February. so please 
come back the rest of you blokes who are supposed to 
help us here. Both Riddoch and Angus, not forgetting 
our cook McCarth y, have done very well". 

" I think Cpl. Gillies is the man you want". A cry 
put ou t by all vaguely concerned with baggage but 
who know very little about it. And as each cry puts 
another crease into Cpl. Gillies's face nobody knows 
how he is still around and completely sane. Though 
officers may come and go. CJ?I. Gillies certainl y seem~ 
to go on fo r ever. Cpl. Gillies himself says, " I must 
have lost a ll my self-respect pleading, and almost 
cajoling. CSM Homer and Sgt. Dooley for bodies to 
shi ft baggage. It is between the CSM's office and the 
boxes that I seem to lose them. It has been a hard 
job but a satisfyi ng one a nd many people have helped. 
I think Cpl. R osie has been my best lieutenant but 
Cpls. Melville and Potter have helped me a lot too. 
There's a chap with the initia l "something ·SM''. 
but we do not have our "schoolic" back with us yet 
so we a rc puzzled by this box. It is the heaviest one, 
a nyway, so whosever it is I hope they come and col
lect it soon . One story going around about a certain 
N CO is that he received a bill for £6 from the cus
toms and thought they wanted to buy his boxes. For
tunately he had a friend who could read and found it 
was the duty on his booze. Thank goodness for 
friends! Clan Mackay, City o f Colombo, Chi lka and 
Nowshera. They a re the names of my sheep that I 
count at night. Still. on ly one more ship to dock 
now". 

A few old faces have turned up from the Depot and 
from elsewhere. A hea rty welcome to them all. We 
have been grateful for the help given to the Orderly 
Room staff by our old Ch:ef C lerk. now WO I Gam
mack. who has visited us on several occasions. We also 
had a fleeting visitor from G lasgow University in the 
form of WO I Tayles, our RSM in Germany. H e 
looked well and hopes to visit us again when he has 
mo re time. We have lost LICpl. Clark from the cook
house to "Civvy Street". We wish him luck. We con • 
gratulate Pte. Young on his recent marriage and are 
looking forward to seeing a reformed character. And 
last ly congratulations to Cpl. Rosie and his wife on 
the birth of twins, a boy and a girl, on May 4th. 

It was wi th deep regret that we heard of the fatal 
accident to Pte. Middleton while on an Easter Grant. 
He had previously worked in the Warrant Officers' 
a nd Sergean ts' Mess where he was well liked and gave 
excellent service to all membrs. Although it was not 
possible to provide a military funeral. Captain A. N. 
M. Scott. Sgts. Boyd and Dooley. L / Cpl. Philip. Ptes. 
Simpson. Lemon. Fyfie represented the Regiment at 
the funeral and paid their respects. Our hearts go out 
to the parents who have so bravely borne the sad loss 
of their son, and to them we all convey our deepest 
sympa th y. 

In ten days the Battalion will be b<tck off leave. 
Already the Companies have split up and are now 
runnin!! their own day to day administration. The 
future lies ahead , Sisley is in the fo reground and will 
undo ubtedly test the patience of most officers and 
sold iers. let us hope the summer is a good one and 
that we a ll make the best of an unenviable task. Our 
thanks to all who helped to write these notes. and to 
Sgt. Boyd for his drawin!l, and once again to all who 
helped in the Advance Party. 

THE GUARD COMMANDER INSPECTING THE 
"ONE O'CLOCK FATIGUE" MAN AT 

EDINBURGH CASTLE 

" And who, may I a<,k, gave Pte. Flinn permi<,,ion 
to grow a 'Puny Tail'? " 

ORDERS FOR THE ONE O'CLOCK MAN 

1- He will be inspected by the Guard Commander at 

1255 hours. 

2- He will observe the path of the cannonball and 
proceed (with the barrow) a t a pact>~ of no less 
than 560 paces to the minute. 

3 H~ will have the right of way through all traffic 
(including lights). 

4 He will catch the cannonball in the net provided 
and return. using the same pace. to the Guard 
Commander. who will inspect same. 

5 Any damage to the cannonball will be paid for 
by the fat1gue man. 

(N.B. Price of ordii«IICe issttl.' C«IIIIQII/J(I// £5-3-8) 
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IDGHLAND BRIGADE DEPOT 
C.O.: Lieut.-Col. J . Davie, MBE, MC, QO Hldrs. 
Adjutant: Captain K. I. H. Lumsden, Gordons. 
O.C. HQ Coy.: Major R. Ritchie, MBE, MC, 

QO Hldrs. 
2 ! .C.: Captain A. J. Dudgeon, QO HI drs. 
Subaltem: 2 / Lieut. Kingho rn, Gordons. 
O.C. Training Coy.: Major 0. R. Tweedy, BW (RHR) 
Training Subalterns: 

Lieut. N. F. M. Oxley, Gordons. 
Lieut. D. N. A. Blai r, QO Hldrs. 
Lieut. A. V. M. I. St. J . Ha rmsworth, QO Hldrs. 
Lieut. S. J. Lindsay, BW (RHR). 
Lieut. D. H. Mitchell , A & SH . 

The outstanding news since the last notes has of 
course been the move to Aberdeen, of the Highland 
Brigade Depot. Before the actual day, there was little 
evidence that a big move was about to take place. The 
final squad passed out in a most impressive parade. 
taken by General Sir James Cassels. Sidi Barrani squad 
under Lieut. Mitchell marched out of the Barracks 
on their 97 mile route to Bridge of D on; bit by bit. 
the stores were packed, then suddenly we all seemed 
to be in Gordon Barracks unpacked and ready to 
start training within a few days. It took Sidi Barrani 
just over four days to complete their march wi th sur
prisingly few blisters. 

We had been in ha rdl y a week, when our new Divi
sional Commander, Major-General I. A. Ro bertson 
came to visit us with Major-General Lang. Next ,lo 
come was General Sir William Turner, the GQC-in-C. 
in the following week. T hey all expressed great 
admiration durin~ their tour of the Barracks. the Link 
Block in the Traming Company, the Boy's Wing. the 
Educational Cen tre, the WO's and Sergeants' Mess 
being the main source of interest. 

On 13th May, the CO held a Press Day, to which 
a ll the national dailies were invited to send thei r rep
resentatives. to be given a tour of the barracks and 
watch the training a nd normal activities at the Depot. 
Three days after that, we had an open day, during 
which Sidi Barrani souad passed out, and hund reds 
of ex-Gordons, proud mothers, and fathers wandered 
around the Barrack rooms. cookhouse the lot. 

TRAINING 
Since 1st January, when we became the Highland 

Brigade Depot. recruit souads have been assembling 
e.very month , a nd eleven and a half weeks later. pas
smg out. Thus four souads have completed their train 
ing since our last notes. These were Crete, Akarit, Fort 
George and Sidi Barrani. In these. a total of 99 men 
finished their training, of whom 25 were Gordons. 

CRETE squad assembling under Lieutenant Lindsay 
an~ Sergeant A~thur passed out <;>n the 15th February. 
thetr parade betng taken by MaJor-General. The Vis
count of Arbuthnot!, Colo nel The Black Watch. Seven 
Gordons passed out with this souad, Pte. Stockford 
winning the prize fo- the most improved recruit. 

AKA R IT squad training under Lieutenant Oxley 
h~rl ~~rgeant Johns, A. & SH. as the squad sergean t: 
It was particularly suitable for Major-General 
Graha m, Colonel the Argyll and Sutherland High
landers, to insoect the parade and take the salute, as 
seventeen soldiers belonging to his Regiment com
pleted their tra ining that day. This squad was the 
last to work u.n~er the system whert:bY the three major 
aspects of tratntng, Weapon Handltng. and Fieldcraft 
were mixed up th roughout the recruit's three months. 
and a ll reaching their climax in the final two weeks. 

In future, the plan is to concentrate on each of these 
for three weeks at a time. starting with drill, then 
weapon handling, then fieldcraft, finally after a week 
in the field, a week to brush up for the Passing Out 
Parade. 

FORT GEORGE squad under Lieutenant Blair was 
the last to pass out at the Fort, the parade being 

Privates John~ton (Alford), Thompson (Lonmay), and 
Phipp~ (Nuneaton), Akarit Squad 

Gordon Highlanders. 

Privates White (Aberdeen), Pederson (Norway), 
Halstead (London), Mcinnes (Los\iemouth), Townsley 
(Dundee), Fort George Squad Gordon Highlanders. 

(Photographs by D. Whyte, lnvemess) 
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taken by General Sir James Cassels, the Adjut.ant 
General. on lith April. Pte. Pederson was given the 
prize for the best recruit. What a sad day it was. 
both the Drums and Pipes and the Military Band 
played and many old Seaforth Highlanders watched 
with tears in their eyes. 

SID/ BARRANI squad under Lieutenant Mitchell 
was the first squad to pass out at Gordon Barracks. 
Appropriately Brigadier The Earl of Caithness, took 
the pa rade in which ten Gordons passed out. Pte. 
McGill 87 was the best recruit, and Pte. Ed wards was 
judged best at Physical Training. 

At the moment there are four squads in training 
with about a hundred recruits. These are St. Valery, 
El Alamein, Sicily and Sferro. The last two start 
training on the 19th May. 

Sidi Barrani Squad, the fir~t Squad to pass out at 
Gordon Barracks, included ten Gordon Highlanders. 
The parade was taken by Brigadier The Earl of 

Caithnes~. 

(By courtesy of Aberdeen Journals Ltd.) 

FOOTBALL 
The results of our entering the orth of Scotland 

2nd XI Football League were in fact a bit disappoint· 
ing. Having been in such a strong position when I last 
wrote, we were beaten by Clachnacuddi n in the play
ofT after we had finished up with the same number of 
points as them. 

H.OCKEY 
Although the resul ts indicate the standard of our 

hockey, we had a most amusing season playing a total 
of 24 games. 

P W L D F A 
Highland Brigade Depot 24 5 7 12 47 68 

Our biggest tests were our games against Fort 
Augustus Abbey School, who invariably have school
boy internationals playing for them . In the first fix ture 
we played o n thei r Murrum type pitch. They scored 
twice in ten minutes. but then we settled down. and 
even managed to score a good goal in the second 
half. The return match was played at Fort George o n 
grass. Sgt. Haynes scored after a few minutes. Our 
defence held them until the last minute when they got 
a very lucky goal. The top of the goal scorers is L Cpl. 
Wallace with 17. then Cpl. Breen wi th 10, fo llowed by 
Sgt. Haynes who scored 5. Others who had played 
for us include Lt. Oxley, 2 / Lt. Kinghorn and C pls. 
Rosie. R obertson and Melville. 

BASKET BALL 
We entered a team in the Army Cup a nd having 

got thro ugh to the quarter finals met a strong team 
fro m the La ncastrian Brigade Depot. Unfortunately at 
this stage we had lost a couple of our vital men. In 
the first ha lf, they were all over us and managed to 
build up a good lead. The next ha lf was a different 
story, Cpl. Breen had got his eye in by this time, but 
we couldn ' t catch up in time. The score was 39-48. 
Cpls. Young and Melville also played regularly for the 
Depot. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
On 2nd April we had our farewell party at Fort 

George, and we were pleased to see Major and Mrs. 
Jo hn Neish and Alister Cumming who had driven all 
the way from Edinburgh. The following week, the 
Mess was slowly stripped of its silver and furnishings 
which were either put into the Grand Magazine or 
loaded into a pantechnicon and sent ofT to Aberdeen. 
By 16th April we had all arrived at Gordon Barracks. 

The Officers' Mess from the outside looks very much 
the same as three years ago, and it is only on closer 
inspection that you notice that a new wing has been 
added on to the West end of the building. The same 
type of granite has been selected making the addition 
unnoticeable. Inside, however, it is definitely very 
modern with futuristic fittings and furnitu re. Fortu
nateiy we have been lent enough leather chairs, from 
the Queens Own Highlanders, to make the ante-room 
very comfortable. For these chairs, prints from the 
Connal Rowan Collection, silver from Regiments, and 
many other chattels which have been lent or given to 
us, we a re very grateful. 

In spite of only being in the Mess a few weeks, we 
seem to have entertained a n enormous amount. includ
ing our big house warming party on 6th M ay from 
which the last guest departed at I a.m . We were 
delighted to see Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. Bobby Smith. 
Major J ohn Simpson, Major Derek Brown, Lieuts. Ja n 
Fleming and Robin Fawcus from the 1st Battalio n. 

Captain Kenneth Lumsden is preparing to return to 
the Battalion in place of Captain Euan Gordon who 
comes here. 2 / Lteut. Roddy Kinghorn has been her~ 
fo r some time now, but he's never to be found in the 
barracks and at the moment is in London. Need less 
to say we a re looking forward to seeing any members 
o r ex-members and ho pe you will come up and see us. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
With the New Year festivities well behind us, we 

must admit that little has happened as far as social 
life is concerned . Of course we still have our Saturday 
social evenings which always get a good turn out of 
Honorary members. In other respects, however, the 
Mess has not been so inactive. Suddenly the closing 
down of the Mess was brought home to us, when the 
items of silver and furniture, on loan from the Sea
forth Association were withdrawn to the Grand Maga
zine and the rest of our property was packed up fo r 
the move to Aberdeen. We would like to take th is 
opportunity to thank the Seaforth Association Trustees 
for all the articles lent. which made our Mess so 
comfortable. 

We would also like to thank all the Mess staff who 
looked after us so well, namely L / C pl. Rennie and~ 
L/ Cpl. Lamont both of the Gordon H igh landers and 
Ptes. McBarro ns a nd McEwan of the Queens Own 
Highlanders. Mr. Mcintosh has moved to Aberdeen 
with us and will continue to look after the bar and 
no doubt continue to help us to lose our hard earned 
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Marching on for the final parade at Fort Geor~:e led by Drum Major Reid. Junior Piper~ of the Gordon High
lander~ on parade-campbell (Tonbridge), Davies (Bradford), Henderson (Huntly). Knox (Findochty) and Kelly 
(Attenborough). Kelly wa\ a member of the Greyfriars Pipe Band, near Nottingham. Henderson won the Indi-

vidual Piping Competition at the Army Junior Drama and Music Festival, 1964. 

cash on his magic permutations to Messrs. Vernon 
and Littlewood. 

It was with no little regret that we left the Mess at 
Fort George on 14th April. It had been for us a haven 
where, when things had not quite gone to plan, we 
could for a moment forget ou r trials and take refuge. 
Then once fortified, we could leave by the swing doors 
refreshed in body and spi rit (preferably Johnnie 
Walker). Once we have established ourselves in ou r 
new Mess we hope the Honorary members from the 
North won't forge t us. 

Our Mess at Gordon Barracks can o nl y be des· 
cribed as truly magnificent, although o ne member was 
heard to mention that the vivid colours of the curta ins 
may have a disastrous effect on any unfortunate per
son who had had one over the eigh t. 

Many of our Instructional Staff of the old Depot 
will be pleased to note that Bob Porter is back behind 
the hot-plate in the kitchen, and is more than delighted 
with the battery of infra-red grills, and the many knobs 
which surround him. The furnishing of the Mess is 
quite beyond the imaj;ination of most people, being a 
combination of Swed•sh style and G ·Pian design . We 

can now fo llow the teaching of a fo rmer RSM (no 
names) of the Liverpool Scotti sh and embed o urselves 
ankle deep in the luxurious carpets. The entire build
ing is centrally heated , which sometimes affects the 
temperature of liquid refreshments. bu t consideration 
is being given to installing cooling shelves. so soon 
we should be able to enjoy a cold pint. 

I think our readers might be interested to know who 
is at the Depot at the moment : 

WO II Symon , G .. CSM Trg. Coy. 
D I M Reid, A., D / M. 
Sgt. Arthur, A .. Squad Instructor. 
Sgt. Allan , A .. Ra tion Sgt. 
Sgt. Fraser , W., Squad Instructor HBJSW. 
Sgt. Gordon, R ., Provost Sgt. 

Final ly, your scribe would like to remind members 
of the Battalion messes still in UK. that the invi
tation extended in our last issue, still holds good and 
we would really like to see some kent faces appearing 
now and then . as we take some pride in being founder 
members and would be delighted to give anyone a 
cond ucted tour. 
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CORPORALS' MESS 
Since our last notes were written, quite a few changes 

have taken place. Firstly our normal scribe, Corporal 
McGee has returned to the Battalion, and I have been 
nominated in his place. As you probably know by 
now, we have left Fort George and moved to our 
new. or should I say our old home at the Bridge of 
Don. Things have certain ly changed here, over the last 
three years, all the accommodation is as new as in any 
country, and now there is twice as much as there was 
before. We seem to have lost a lot of characters from 
the mess. including Cpls. Rosie. Murphy. Young. 
Buchan, Brooks. Robb and Melville. All the best, in 
your new jobs, lads, and I hope to see you again soon. 
Goodbye also to David McGee. who for a Ion)! time 
has been the backbone of Training Company. It was 
rumoured that the last time there was an RE's check 
at the Fort, Davc·s name was found on the Inventory 

Boa~d for the Company Office, but of course as 1 said 
it was on ly a rumour. 

H owever, we've had our share of new arrivals, who 
include Cpls. Cullen and R obertson, and L / Cpl. Har
rop. Tam Cullen is now employed in HQ Coy., Pete 
Robertson has gone to Hythe. and Jock Harrop will 
be working with the Junior Soldiers. A few of the 
older readers will be pleased to hear that Jock Quade 
has managed to wangle himself on to the QM's staff. 
He has been heard to say "I don't think I'll sign on 
it's too cushy in civvy streef'. 

As you will realise we haven't had time to get any
thing organised in the Mess, but we have had a chal
lenge to a Darts Competition by a local team, so next 
time we should have more news. Finall y we would 
like to congratul ate Cpl. and Mrs. Rosie on the birth 
of twins, one of each, on the 4th May. Well done. Lil 
and Jim. 

IDGHLAND BRIGADE JUNIOR SOLDIERS' WING 
Since wntmg earlier in the year, we are plellscd 

to announce that the move from Fort George to Aber
deen has taken place. Pleased. because it's over, and 
pleased because numerous checks have shown all 
Junior Soldiers to have arrived safely. 

Towards the close of last term. we seemed to have 
our time fully occupied. The Drums. Pipes and Mili
tary Band were required on the final passing out 
parade, and a considerabb amount of time was devotf'd 
to r::hearsals of such. In addition. a great deal of work 
was put into the production of "The Mikado" by the 
Nairn Operatic Society. Our bandmaster and some 
fourteen boys and instructors made a large contribu
ti on to a successful week's opera. 

J I Ppr. R. H enderson, Gordons, achieved distinction 
when winning the "Open Individua l Piping Competi
tion" at the Army Junior Festival of Music and Drama 
held recently. We tru~t this is only the start of a dis
tinl!uished piping career. 

The new term in a new home started in a rush. 
The Depot Open Day little more than a week after 
the restart rc'.luircd much preparation and rehearsing. 

Very good performances were turned in by both bands, 
who were required on a passing out parade, two dis
plays and a church service. a ll on the same day. Several 
further commitments will be carried out before writ
in!! the next notes. 

The sporting side of life also meets with a change. 
We turn to athletics and cricket with the emphasis 
on the former, for in some three weekks' time we meet 
the H igh land Brigade Boys Team in an Athletics match 
at Edinburgh. 

Almost immediately after this we set off to our sum
mer camp, for a fortnight at Gairloch , where we shall 
concentrate on more military matters. 

We arc sorry to see Bandsmen Begg and Mcintosh , 
Drummers Seivwright and Sanderson leave for Train
ing company. Our best wishes go with them. 

We arc pleased to receive. however. L / Cpl. Harrop 
as a pipe instructor, fresh from successfully passing a 
Pipe Major's course. New arrivals also include 
J / Bdsm Schroder and Wood to~ether with I / Dmr. 
Merchant. We hope their stay will be a fruitful and 
happy one. 

3rd BATTALION 
C.O.: Lieutenant Colonel E. E. Toms. 
Second 111 Comma11d: Major S. Ross, TD. 
Adjuta11t: Captain H. Foster, MBE. 
Quartermaster: Captain W. J. R. Dawson. 
R .S.M.: WO I E. J . T. Coggle. 

EDITORIAL 
A visit to Bn. HQ. and a peep into the office marked 

"Commanding Officer'' will, these days, reveal a most 
startling sight. A collection of impressive-looking maps. 
efficiently marked with the appropriate symbols. and 
chinagraphed with the romantic tags of "Red Fox". 
"Grey Ghost'' and "Parachutes seen here'' line the 
walls. All this may mislead the un initiated who should 
not be blamed for believing for a moment that they 
have strayed into the setting for the next James Bond 
story. A closer look and the visitor would see a 
slightly balding head, intent behind an imposing look
ing magnifying glass, emerge from a mound of air 
photographs and more maps. If the visitor stands his 

ground he will receive a warm welcome from Lieuten
ant-Colonel E. E. Toms who may give him a little of 
the plot so graphically illustrated around the walls. 

The Commanding Officer has most certainly heard 
of the quip "If you can't beat 'em- join 'em". and 
without doubt the RAF. RN, Landowners and Game
keepers. Police. Mountain Rescue and Coa~tguards 
have decided that since they can't beat 3 Gordons 
they had better "join 'em". A series of telephone calls. 
calls in person, letters from all those mentioned have 
assured the Commanding Officer not only of their 
interest but also of their wish to give active support 
to the laying of the "Grey Ghost" and the finding of 
the "Red Fox". It will be sufficient here to say that 
these exercises will be made as realistic as possible 
and "Grey Ghost" will. by nature of the exercise. be 
a valuable stepping stone in the preparation of the 
battalion for the task of supplying well trained groups 
capable of Mountain Search and Rescue. Readers will 
be seeing more detailed accounts after the events when 
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no doubt more eloquent pens will take up, and com
plete the tale. 

One of the sad things we have to write about in 
this issue is the departure to the 1st Bn. of the Quarter
master Captain Charlie Michie. Our loss is the 1st 
Bn .'s gain and we wish Captain Michie and his family 
every success in the future. Capta in Michie has served 
with theTA since 1953 when he served with the 4 / 7 
Bn . as RSM. In 1957 he served with the 5 / 6 Bn. as 
Quartermaster and continued as such with the 3rd Bn. 
on its formation . Greatly respected by all ranks, 
always ready to help and to advise, he will be missed 
by all who have known him, particularly the Jock who 
as fa r as food a t least is concerned, " never had it so 
good''. 

Captain Bill Dawson has relieved Charlie Michie 
as Quartermaster and to him we extend a warm wel
come and trust that thei r stay with us will be a long 
and happy one. 

When Lieutenant-Colonel K. M . Burnett, TO~ o ur 
erstwhile Command ing Officer was selected fo r pro
motion to Colonel (T A) congratulations from all 
ranks were sent post haste to Overton . It is nice to 
know that he will still be with 152 (H ) Tnf. Bde., and 
that we shall be seeing him from time to time. 

A battalion wea pon training weekend was success
fully completed at Blackdog Ranges o n II I 11 April 
on the lines of the 5 1 (H) Div. Competition. The 
battalion fo r the larger pa rt heard of "Squadding" 
a nd "Squadding Cards", "Stats" and "Control" for 
the first time, and much useful information was gained. 
The battalion team has been selected and is now train
ing hard to " Knock the Seaforths off the perch" as 
the Commanding Officer so a ptly put it. The D ivi
sional Weapon Trainin~t Week-end at Fort George on 
23 24 will give us an ideal opportuni ty to show we 
are indeed "Cock o' the North". 

Our congratula tions to 2 / Lt. Tom McRae and 2 / Lt. 
Geoff Stroud on their appointment to a commission : 
welcome to Capt. Angus Avery on his return to the 
Regimental fold. Capt. Avery will command " D " Coy. 
f~om Laurencekirk . 

"A" COMPANY 
Company Commander: M ajor N. V. R . Simpson. 
Coy. 2 I.C.: Captain J . Lobba n. 
J>latoon Commanders: 

Lieutenant D . A. Young. 
Lieutenant A. T. B· uce. 

Platoon Sergeants: 
Sergeant G. Mac Donald . 
Sergeant C. Burgess. 
Sergeant A. Milne. 

P.S.I.'s: 
Sergeant G. A. MacDo nald . 
Sergeant I. R obb. 

"A" Company have been extremely busy with week
end training. The accent thi s year has been on Physi
cal Fitness and Survival. and the basic underl ying 
principles of a ll week-ends-whatever the exercise 
bein£ held has been "living it rough", sleeping where 
we can and getting as much d one in the time available 
as possible. 

Indeed into one weekend exercise we managed to 
telescope an a mbush . a full scale platoon a ttack, a 
recce of "Grey Ghost" type coun try, a twelve mile 
h ike- which includ ed the scaling of the 2.000-foot 
high " Buck"- and a socia l evening. Everything went 
well- especially the Saturday night si n~tsong . The 
talent displayed at this was highly commendable. CSM 
Jock Watson was in great form, producing both y 

ballads at the drop of a TOS, some of which we'd 
never hea~d befo re (the sign of a misspent youth?) 

Full ma rks a lso to Lt. Donald Young. He must be 
the only man in the entire Bri tish Army to call a 
dirty singsong a "Ceilidh"! H is Gaelic songs, however. 
were superb but the verve he put into these probably 
accounted for "that" episode in the mo rning when 
Captain Jimmy Lobban asked me to remove Donald 's 
boots from hi s bed- this, ha lf a n hour from reveille 

so that he might be more comfortable. When yours 
truly leant over to do just this, we found to our su r
prise that his feet were still inside them ! 

Still on the social side, we have commenced inter
visiting of platoons on occasional sports nights. Com
petitions are held in badminton, table tennis, .22 shoot
Ing a nd da rts. Everyone seems to enter into the spirit. 
of the th ing a nd attendances seem to be in the 
ascendancy. 

We a re now fully kitted out as a Company with 
combat sui ts and these have proved a boon in the 
type of week-end exercises we've been holding. Buckie 
pl a to~n have also managed to acquire waterproofed 
sleeping bags and we understand that Keith pla toon 
are going ahead with the procuration of commando
type boots. Indeed we hope soon to be an advert for 
"what the well dressed Company is wearing this 
year''! 

On the duller sid e, our shooting team d id not fare 
well at the Ba ttalion Wapinschaw. The team had 
promised much in previous practice but on the day 
itself there we:-e few worthwhile performances. How
ever, we have managed to o btain three places in the 
Battalion shooting party for the D ivisional Shoot 
on 23 / 24 May at Fo rt George. Good luck to them. 

Finally congratula tions to " A" Company Boxers 
who represented the Battalion in the 51 (H ) Divisior1 
Individual Boxinl! Championsh ips a t Dunfermline o n 
II th April. Special mention should be made o f L / Cpl. 
Jefferi es who won the welt~rwei ght championship and 
of L/Cpl. G:-aha m who was a semi-finali st. Well done 
indeed. 

Congratulations too are due to one of the Company 
Jocks who proclaimed during our last week-end exer
cise that the rein troduction of National Service even 
a t a TA level. would ensure that today's teenagers 
would hav~ mo re short haircuts and less sho rt tem
pers ! 

"B" COMPANY 
Company Commander: Maior John M . Gray. 
Co1·. 2 / .C.: Lieutenant Ro land D. Bucha n. 
Platoon Commanders: 

Lieutenant Roland D. Buchan 
(Peterhead and Ellon) 

Lieutenant J . C. Hutchison (Fraserburgh). 
C.S.M .: Warrant Officer II A. Sim. 
C.Q.M.S.: Colour Sergeant A. McWilliam. 
Platoon Sergeants: 

Sergeant J . Chalmers (Peterhead). 
Sergeant W. Hadden (Fraserburgh). 
Corporal E. McKen (Ellon). 

P.S.I.'s : 
Wa rrant Officer IT W. Ogg. 
Sergeant A. Pa ttillo. 

" B'' Cov. has been a hive of activity since the last 
issue of Tiger and Sphinx. Firstly we would like to 
cong·atulate our Company Commander , Major J . M. 
Grav on his Majority. The ouotation "Uneasy lies 
the head that wears the crown" does not appeaJ to 
worry o ur Commander. 

Maior Gray since assuming command of the Com
pany has introduced us to quite a few innovatio ns. A 
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close liaison between the Company and HMS Killie
crankie, a minesweeper of the Forth Division, has 
been formed. Most of our Jocks have now had at least 
one trip to sea wi th the minesweeper, while many of 
the Seamen have been able to spend some time with 
the Infan try. Also introduced to the Company by 
Major Gray is our fleet of a sai ling dinghy and two 
canoes. 

A new feature of our training was an adventure 
week-end. This was held at Methlick where one of 
our subaltern's farms provided th11 base. The River 
Ythan and the surrounding countryside provided the 
raw materials for the Outward Bound type week
end. The Saturday was spent with Mr. Moorhouse 
of Rattray Head Lighthouse, an ex-Marine, who 
instructed the Coy. on the techniques of handling 
canoes. We were very fortunate indeed to have the 
services of a skilled canoeist for basic instruction. 
The Jocks spent a very large part of the time in the 
water emptymg their canoes, while it is rumoured that 
people who entered a canoe improperly dressed, 
appeared to have accidental upsets. The night was 
spent in bivouacs, but CSM Ogg had the presence of 
mind to arrange our mobile canteen to be on location 
with us. Sunday was spent on a combined orienteering 
/ assault course. This was a timed course with river 
obstacles, rough ground, trees and compass bearings 
and back bearings. It was appreciated by the Jocks 
that at last they were able to apply the Map Reading 
lessons of the past few months. During our adventure 
week-end we were delighted to be visited by our old 
Company Commander, Major Ross the Battalion 
Second in Command. 

The Company have now had their introduction to 
the SLR. The verdict of the Jocks on their annual 
pilgrimage to the Mormond Rifle Range is that the 
SLR is a great improvement on the No. 4. We would 
congratulate Cadet Hardie on his winning the 
Recruits Cup at the Bn. Wapinschaw. 

Ptes. Youngson and McDougall represented the Bat
talion at the Division Boxing Competition at Dun
fermline. They were observed by Major Gray who 
was very pleased with their plucky performance. 

A TEWT was held with "B" and "D" Company 
NCO's at Stonehaven. The object of the TEWT was 
to instruct the NCO's on Appreciations. The object 
of the Appreciation was to discuss the feasibility of 
a commando attack on Dunottar Castle to destroy a 
transmi tting sta tion. The raiding party was to be 
landed by sea. Major Gray felt that the appreciations 
w<.>re constructive and it wa~ decided that the two 
companies would attempt an actual raid. 

The resulting exercise was called "Liar Dice". Sgt. 
Hadden was nominated to command the commando 
party. His 2 l.C. was Sgt. Cooper of "D" 9oy. The 
troops of the two companies boarded HMS Killie
crankie commanded by Commander Farroghar, RN. 
The minesweeper approached the landing area but it 
was felt that the sea was too rough so only one party 
did the actual landing at Stonehaven. 1t would be 
appropria te at this point to note a Jock's comment 
to a Lieut. Commander R N- "Y've gots' here min
I hope ye ken the way back". 

Fortunately for us the Lieut. Commander succeeded 
in getting us back to Aberdeen. Using Stonehaven 
Drill Hall as a base, Sgt. Hadden led a successful 
assault and captured the enemy agents in Dunnottar 
Castle. 

Ellon Platoon held a dance in the Drill Hall. This 
was very well attended and we congratulate Cpl. Stott 
and his helpers on their superb organisation. 

Recruiting at Fraserburgh and Ellon has been par
ticularly successful. We would welcome our new mem
bers and hope that they have a long and enjoyable 
stay with us. Recent enlistments a rc as fo llows- EIIon: 
Ptes. Cl ubb, Duncan. Gammack, Moir, Robertson A., 
Robertson D., and Boy Gray. Fraserburgh: Ptes. Bar
clay, Gordon, Innes, Robertson P., Thomson and 
Walker. · Peterhead: Ptes. Ferguson, Milne, Robert
son and Robson. Promotionwise welcome to CQMS 
McWilliam as a fully fledged member of "Ali Baba 
and the Forty Thieves" Department. 

Congratulations to Mrs. A. Walker and her pupils 
on their grand performance at Fraserburgh. Silver 
Medallist, Margaret Strachan; Bronze Medallists. 
Linda Buchan , Lorna Chalmers, Linda Flett, Christine 
Fordyce, Maureen McWilliam, Yvonne Ogg and Eileen 
Strachan. By these results we are assured that High
land Dancing classes will carry on as one of our major 
weekly activities, and we hope to see some boy~ 
attending, if only to keep Robert Davidson company. 
All are now looking forward to the end of season 
dancing display some time in June. 

We end these notes with the startling announce
ment that our most eligible bachelor is no longer in 
the hunt or should we say "hunted". We all wish Lt. 
Buchan and his fiancee our best wishes. 

"D" (MEARNS) COMPANY 
Company Commander: Captain M. A. Avery. 
Platoon Commanders: 

Lieutenant A. D. Simpson. 
2 Lieutenant G. J. Stroud. 

C.S.M.: Warrant Officer II Taylor J. 
C.Q.M.S.: Colour Sergeant Cahi ll J . 
Platoon Sergeants: 

Sergeant Beadie R. 
Sergeant Cooper L. 
Sergeant Murray R. 

P.S.I. : Colour Sergeant Skene. 
Since our last issue the Company has been leading 

a very active life. Intensive training has begun for 
the Tug o' War team and their first pull is at Old
meldrum Sports on 20th June. We wish them the best 
of luck. 

The Battalion arranged a novice boxing evening 
on Wednesday, 1st April which was enjoyed by all 
present. Our congratulations go out to Cpl. Murray, 
Pte. Mair and Pte. Strachan who all won their bouts. 

On the 2 / 3 April a party of potential James Bonds 
were discovered to be hiding in the ruins of Dunottar 
Castle. This was the theme of an exercise organised 
by Major Gray (''B" Coy) and carried out by a com
bmed force of "B" and "D' Coys. On Saturday after
noon the en tire force embarked on HMS Killiecrankie 
bound for Stonehaven, where a party under Lt. J. C. 
Hutchison were put ashore. We would like to take 
this opportunity of thanking the officers and men of 
HMS Killiecrankie for their hospitality towards us. 

At 0300 hours the main assault party left Stone
haven and attacked the castle. After bitter fighting 
the rebels under 006 Groder alias Sgt. Pattillo were 
rounded up. 

On the Sunday morning a small exercise against 
the cadets of the 7th Bn. under the command of 
Major A. Brodie took place which proved very popu
lar with the cadets. We extend our thanks to them 
for the refreshments which they so kindly laid on for 
us afterwards. 

We are sorry to be saying farewell to our P.S.J. 
Sgt. Byers who has been with us for the last two 
years and would like to welcome C / Sgt. Skene who 
has served with "D" Coy. previously. 
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The Coy. shooting team won the Rifle Cup at the 
Bn. Weapon Training Week-end on 2 / 3 May. We were 
also runners-up in the falling plates and might have 
won if a blade of grass had not been in the way of 
one of our team members. 

Finally congratulations to Sgt. Beadie on the birth 
of a son on the 6th December, 1963. 

H.Q. COMPANY 
Company Commander: Major R. Bannerman, TO. 
C.S.M.: Warrant Officer II A. R. Burnett. 
C.Q.M.S.: Colour Sergeant J. Watt. 
Signal Platoon Commander: Lieut. A. D. M. Hendry. 
Signal Platoon Sergeant: S/ Sergeant J. Duthie. 
M.T. Platoon Commander: W.O.I. E. J. T. Coggle. 
M.T. Platoon Sergeant: S / Sergeant J. Duncan. 
Intelligence Section: Sergeant R. W. McDonald. 
Regimental Police Section: Sgt. A. Riley. 
P.S.I.: Warrant Officer II R. Kent. 

If ever there was a living advert for getting 
"younger" every day surely our enthusiastic P.T.I. 
must be considered a worthy candidate for the post. 
During the past quarter, Sgt. Fordham, APTC, has 
had little time to contemplate the "body beautiful" 
(his own we mean). His programme has been as tightly 
packed as his biceps with every Company howling 
for his services in the current trend within the Bat
talion to get everyone fighting fit before Camp. The 
pen pushing, gear changing and Pressle switch pres
sing members of the Company have not been entirely 
idle in this respect. Alternate Thursdays are given 
over to Physical Training when the creaks and groans 
of tortured long forgotten muscles almost drown out 
the sound of the laboured breathing of the RQMS 
and the CSM as they stand watching on the sidelines 
(shame!). Our weight lifting equipment has at last 
arrived to complete our Training Circuit so we should 
soon be firing on all cylinders. 

The RP Section under Sgt. Riley and the Intelli
gence Section under Sgt. McDonald have been work
ing hard to get themselves up to operational standard. 
Each section had a highly successful week-end course 
recently. run by NCO's from the R.M.P. and Intelli
gence Corps. The ''I'' Section wi ll be well and truly 
tested during, and in making preparations for, exercise 
"Grey Ghost". The RP Section however will not really 
come into its own until Camp and having overheard 
some heated discussions on the subjects of the Army 
Act and Close Arrest my advice to all is, keep your 
buttons fastened and your hands out of your pockets. 

Shooting is another feature of training which has 
figured in our programme this quarter. Unfortunate!~ 
we had little opportunity for practice before the Bn. 
Rifle Meeting, as the Black Dog Range was beinr, 
reconstructed and was only ready the week-end before 
the meeting. We have no doubt that the results will 
be published elsewhere in the magazine so will not 
bore you by repeating them (at least not until next 
year's Rifle Meeting). Reliable sources advise us that 
certain members of the Sgts. Mess were unlawfully 
making a "Book" on the results and that the long 
odds offered for "HQ" Coy. could have secured a 
very healthy profit for a very modest outlay. (Why 
do we only hear things like that when it is too late). 
To the member of the Company who went around 
with his arms held high in the attitude of a pugilistic 
champion. chanting "We are the greatest" we would 
say "Terribly un-British, old boy". But we all felt 
as proud as you and would congratulate all competi
tors, not only the prize winners, on a very good effort. 
Well done, keep it up. 

Congratulat:ons also go to Sgt. R. W. McDonald 
on his well earned promotion: perhaps he will re-write 
the Sgts. Mess Rules in similar form to "Notice to 
senior NCO's re treatment of volunteers". 

To our Pipe Major Gordon Morrison we wish every 
success in his new appointment. We know the Band 
is right behind you (all except the Drum Major of 
course), "Lang may your Chanter drone, Gordon". 

We welcome to the Company the following recruits 
and hope that their sojourn with us will be happy and 
successful. Ptes. Duncan, Dinardo, Thoirs, Glen. 
Milne, McLennan, Russell. If any of you happen to 
have found a Field Marshal's baton in your initial 
issue don't hand it back. It will fetch a pretty good 
p~ice from a rag and bone merchant. 

Mrs. Bruce, wife of the Honorary Colonel, presents 
prizes at the Battalion Wapinschaw. 

S<" ial functions in the Company have been of 
excellent quality though not very well attended dur
ing this quarter. To those who do not turn up we 
strongly advise you to make every effort in future. 
You will not regret it as they are always very enjoyable 
and darned good value for money. 

Early this year we held a Burns Supper when we 
we~e pleased to welcome as our guests Lt.-Col. E. E. 
Toms, our new C.O., our RSM, W.O. I "Paddy'' 
Coggle and an ex-RSM, W.O. I Rodgers. Other guests 
included the Adjutant, Captain Foster and OC "SP'' 
Coy., Captain Geordie Thorn, who gave a most 
enthusiastic address to the Haggis. We were also 
pleased to welcome an ex-Sgt. of the unit. Bill Curle, 
whose toast to the Immortal Memory showed what 
a tremendous knowledge he has not only of the "Bard" 
but of his contemporaries and the world during that 
time. We thank him most sincerely for making our 
evening one we shall always remember. Our thanks 
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also to Pipe Major Morrison for the Selkirk Grace 
and to L/Cpl. Adams for his rendering of "My Love 
is like a Red, Red Rose". An unexpected item on the 
programme came in the form of a poem written 
and read by Cpl. McBea th. This Lament in verse to 
a nameless warrior who had suffered the amputation 
of an arm but appeared to find this a decided advan
tage. reaping enormous benefit at the expense of more 
fortunate mortals. was written as Rabbie would no 
doubt have done in similar circumstances. Highly 
entertaining and we would suggest you continue your 
writing. It could be more p~ofitable than Banking. 
Our principal gue~t of the evening was Lt.-Col. K. M. 
Burnett who recently relinquished command of the 
Bn. To mark his service to the Bn. and the happy 
associations he has had with HQ Company. Cpl. Black 
our chai rman p resented him with a silver table lighter 
suitably inscri bed and expressed our good wishes for 
the future. 

The R.S.M. inspect~ the Pioneer Sergeant'\ Beard. 

On Friday 15th May. the Company held its first 
dinner and dance at Woolmanhill. During a highly 
successful evening we played host to Lt. Col. and Mrs. 
Toms, Capt. and Mrs. Foster, Capt. and Mrs. Leith. 
Capt. and Mrs. Thorn, W.O. I and Mrs. Coggle, W.O. 
II and Mrs. Kent. and Cpl. and Mrs. McBeath. We 
think our guests enjoyed the even ing as we ourselves 
certainly did. but we cou ld do with more members 
turning up at ou r social events. During the Band's 
break for refreshments we were entertained to some 
delightful songs by L Cpl. Adams accompanied by 
Mrs. McBeath at the piano. We were further delighted 
by other singers (not officially on the programme) who 
were only too willing to perform, namely Capt. Thorn, 
L/ Cpl. Gibson and Pte . Cummings and last, but by 

no means least. Mrs. Ewen. whose professional ren
dering of some of the latest "pop" numbers left us 
in no doubt about who would get our vote in any 
" Persona lity Girl" contest. Thanks to all of them and 
to our hard working committee under the excellent 
chairmanship of Cpl. Black. A special word of thanks 
to RQMS J ohnnie Mitchell who gave up his day off 
to arrange the seating and decorate the hall. 

At a little party in the canteen the Pipe Band gave 
a fond farewell and bon voyage to Sgt. Ingram who 
has emi~rated to Australia. A farewell gift in the fo rm 
of a si lver mounted chanter was presented to him 
which we feel su re he will make good use of, as his 
new job includes being Pipe Major of a Band down 
under. The currently popular song "Tie me Kangaroo 
down Spo-t" we feel wi ll soon p.o ou t of vogue as 
the magnetism of Sgt. Ingram's playinp. will have the 
same effect on kangaroos as did that of the legendary 
Hamelin Piper on slightly smaller though less lovable 
creatures. We wish him well in his new country. 

Before closing we would like to give a warm wel
come to ou- new PSI. WO II Dick Kent and his 
family. We hope his tour with us will be a happy one 
and want him to know that we are just as foxed as 
h~ is regarding the hideouts of the 166 men who sud
denly appear when the pay table is erected. 

M .T. PLATOON 
In ooening our notes. we wish to congratulate ou r 

Rally Team on a well tried. yet unsuccessful attempt 
at the Scolllsh "Snowman Rally" on 1st and 2nd Feb
ruary. 1<.164. We have showed willingness and that is 
at least a start. The rally proved to be a bit more 
than just map reading and it was felt that experience 
do~s tell. 

Our annual Administrative Inspection wen t off as 
expected. and a good turnout of vehicles and men 
oleased our Inspecting Officer. The final report. oub
lished was "a well run. efficient MT platoon. Well 
done"! Our C IV Inspection of v::hicles a lso went 
well. Much of the well-earned praise goes. of course. 
to the permJnent c'v'lian and regular staff who worked 
so ha•d to achieve a good standard. We wish to 
welcome to the platoon. as "Tech. Sgt." Sgt. Jimmy 
Milne and hope he will settle down well among the 
spare parts. etc. Our MTO s::ems keen these days on 
getting us fit and stron~ and rumour has it that he 
is fixing up a PT circuit at the MT lines what for 
nobody knows, as we a~e nearly all over 35 years 
old! 

Inspections now over. we can breathe a sigh of 
rel ief and are settling down to training once more. 
Camp looms ahead and o nce our "Grey Ghost'' (an 
exercise in the Cairngorms) is over. we will be prepar
ing for our trek south to Garelochhead for Annual 
Camp. 

Here's to a good sunny camp! 
THE WHEEL 

W.O.s AND SGTS' MESS 
Our Mess. we arc happy to say. has at last taken 

on a "warm glow''. Our newly acauired si lver is on 
show. in gaily lit showcases and a red carpet with 
matching curtains makes the Mess really comfortable. 
The RSM has gone to a lot of trouble. annoyed a 
lot of people. twisted a few arms and achieved this 
pictu~e for us. Adding to this picture our new printed 
"Mess Rules" are now safely installed in the breast 
pocket of each member, so that in one word our Mess 
is "stabilised". 

Other events in the Mess are too numerous to men
tion, but our social life goes on gaily with occasional 
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socials for members and wives. a nd it seems that our 
wives really do enjoy them and are taking an interest 
in the Mess at long last. During the quarter, we have 
had to say our farewells to Pipe Major Copland on 
h is retirement from the T A. We wish him good for
tune in the fu ture. His cheery face will be missed 
around the Mess a nd no doubt on social occasions. 

Our welcom:: mat, too, has been out to new mem
bers to Sgt. Watson (originally REME attached) who 
has now rebadged as a Gordon and been appointed 
W.O. II CSM of " A" Coy. at Keith. We offer our 
welcome and congratulations to Sgt. Major Watson 
on joining us as a Gordon Highlander. 

Our Permanent Staff these days are like Pimpernels, 
but we do sometimes manage to keep track of them. 
We offer our welcomes to Sgt. G irt ing, PSI Banchory, 

to S / Sgt. "Ginger" Ross, and S / Sgt. George Skene on 
joining the elite and hope their stay with us will be 
a happy one. 

On the training side of the Mess noth ing exciting 
has happened. but a pleasant enough week-end was 
spent at the Blackdog on II 12 Apri l. There our Mess 
silver came into its own, being used as shooting 
trophies, and will after engraving, adorn t)le Mess 
showcase. A smoker evening was held for men only 
in the Mess a fter the meeting a nd hot pies (at least 
we said they were hot) were served, plus chicken soup. 

At last the spring weather has set in and our 
thoughts are turning towards camp. In bidding our 
farewell we trust Garelochhead will be dry- at least 
overhead! 

SCOmSH NORTH EASTERN AREA ARMY CADET FORCE 

Although the Army cadets in the Scottish North
easte-n area have for many yea rs worn the cap badge 
and displayed the shoulder flash of the Gordon High
landers it has been felt for some considerable time 
that they should be much more closely identified with 
their affil iated county regiment. 

The final link, we are most happy to report. has 
now been firmly established fo r all time for, with the 
approval of Bngadier the Earl of Caithness. Colonel 
of the Gordon Highlanders. the four Cadet Batta lions 
have now incorporated the words "The Gordon High
landers" in their respective titles. 

The opportunity was also taken at the same time 
to tidy up the numbering of the Battalions and they 
have now been re-named as fo llows: 1st (City of 
Aberdeen) Cadet Batta lion The Gordon Highlanders 
ACF; 2nd (Aberdeenshire) Cadet Battalion The 
Gordon Highlanders AC F ; 3rd (Banffshire) Cadet 
Ba ttalion The Gordon Highlanders AC F ; 4th (Kin
ca rdineshire) Cadet Battalion The Gordon High
landers ACF. 

The next step was to produce a Cadet Ba ttalion arm 
badge identifymg each of the Battalions apart from 
the Ci ty of Aberdeen unit, which already possessed 
one of its own. The coats of arms of the various TA 
County Associations were chosen and the bright new 
badges have been warmly welcomed by the units a nd 
greatly preferred to the rather drab-looking numerals 
previously worn. Attention is now being paid to the 
question of providin~ a special arm badge for mem
bers of the Area HQ Staff. 

Since the return of the longer evening light the 
Cadet world has fairly hummed with activi! y in all 
areas. Everyone was delighted when the dormant 
Pla toons at Stonehaven and Peterhead . which were 
forced to close down in 1960 due to lack of numbers. 
were reopened recently. We are glad to report that 
the Stonehaven Platoon under SM I J. B. Lowdon, 
assisted by C / Sgt. Cahill of the 3rd Battal ion The 
Gordon Highlanders T.A., now has thirteen cadets 
wh ile the Peterhead Platoon under Captain J. Suther
la nd TD. assisted by CSM W . Ogg of the 3rd Gordons, 
has a roll of 24 cadets. Both are thri vi ng and· show 
evidence of becoming strong. efficient detachments. 

During the past quarter there has been steady pro
gress on the train ing side with more a nd more 
emphasis bein~ placed on outdoor training at week
ends. Schoolhill. the Area's week-end trai ning centre. 
is to be more extensively used in future by the Bat
talions in reasonable proximity to it for hold ing unit 

exercises while the Banffshire Batta lion. thanks to the 
good offic~s of the 3rd Gordons, makes use of the T A 
c~ntre at Keith as a base for its weekend o perations. 

On the Cert. "A" side fou - adults and 39 cadets 
a:hieved passes in the c~·t. "A'' Part II examination. 
a number of these w;th cred it passes. while 129 
cadets have passed Cert. "A'' Part I. In the former 
cas~ we had thre: failures and in the la tter twenty. 

Cadets of the 2nd Aberdeenshire Cadet Bat1alion The 
Gordon Highlanders A.C.F. out on an Adventure 
Training Exercise on the lower slopes of Bennachie. 

(Photograph l>y J. B. Whyte, ln verurie) 

Support Company of the 3rd Gordons under Cap· 
tain George Thorn provided a most active "enem y" 
for a very successful night reconnaissance patro l exer
cise held at the Blackdog ranges near Aberdeen which 
was greatl y en livened by the number of time Captai n 
Thorn 's "army" managed to set the countryside on 
fire with mortar flares. During the same week-end the 
cadets spent an interesting day touring a series of 
demonstrat'ons laid on by the various TA units etc. in 
Aberdeen 3rd Gordons. Signals. Royal Artillery, 
Royal Engineers. Fife and Forfarshire Yeomanry and 
Army Information Office. 

In the field of sport the Area produced no fewer 
than three Scottish ACF champions at boxing and 
also th ree Scottish ACF swimming champions. This 
was the fi rst time the area had competed in the 



TIGER AND SPHINX 139 

national boxing championships. and the team of seven 
boxers entered brought back five medals three cham
pionship and two runners-up awards. The champions 
were: Cadet Sgt. C. Maver. Buckie (Class C 10 st.J: 
Cadet L Cpl. R. Rennie, Strichen (Class 'd II st.J: 
and Cadet C. Taylor. Fraserburgh (Class X 6 st. 7 lbs). 
Runners-up were: Cadet CSM A. Innes, Fraserburgh 
(Class C 9 st. 7 lbs.): and Cadet W. Rennie. Strichen 
(Class C 10 st. 2 lbs.). Subsequently Sgt. Maver and 
L/ Cpl. Rennie went on to take part m the ACF UK 
contest where L / Cpl. Rennie was a runner-up. 

Following the Area swimming competition at 
Robert Gordon's College indoor pool at Aberdeen, 
which was won hands down by the Royal Signals 
T roop. a t~am of nine boys was entered in the Scot
tish ACM Championships and was placed second. The 
following won national championships: Under 16 
Breast Stro'<e. Cadet D. Masson, Stonehaven: Free
style, Cad~t R. Robertson, Royal Signals Tp.: Open 
Even ts, Butterfly and Breast Stroke, L / Cpl. E. Rae. 
Royal Signals: runners-up, Sgt. A. Mair. Portsoy 
(Breast Stroke Open), and Cadet R. Yerth. Royal 
Signals Tp. (Freestyle under 16). The Area also won 
both the open relays and were runners-up in the 
under 16 Freestyle relay. 

Major General The Vi~count of Arbuthnott, C.B., 
C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., present~ the Tawse Trophy, 
All Comers Cup, and medals to the winning team, 
lnverurie Platoon A.C.F. at the annual A.C.F. 

Wapin~chaw, May, '64. 

As a result of all these achievements the Joint ACF 
Committee agreed to award ACF sports colours- a 
dark blue tie with lion cub and wreath in dull red
to all members of both Boxing and Swimming teams. 

Th~ lnverurie Platoon. always in the running for 
shoot1ng honours. performed the "double" this year 
by, winning the Lyon Cup .22, the Ingram Trophy .22 
highest individual score. the Tawse Trophy .303 and 
the All Comers Cup .303. The last-named trophy wa~1 
presented in 1960 by the Honorary Colonel SNE Area 
ACF. Colonel J. C. King, CBE, J.P. to be competed 
for annually by cadets from the Sea Cadet Corps. 
ACF, Air Training Corps, Robert Gordon's College 
CCF and Aberdeen Grammar School CCF. So far 
each year it has been won by 107 Squadron A.T.C. 
and now for the first time the ACF have the honour 
of holding it for a year. 

At the annual ACF Wapi nschaw held at Blackdog 
ranges in May. Major-Gene~al The Viscount of 
Arbuthnot! presented the prizes, and sports colours 
and also handed over the Cadet Force Medal to the 
City of Aberdeen Cadet Battalion chaplain, Captain 
Rev. J. C. Dickson in recognition of his twelve years' 
service in the ACF. 

This year as an experiment in a new type of camp 
the Area made a bid for the R.A. Guided Weapons 
Range at Benbecula off the Scottish west coast. but 
the booking was subsequently cancelled as the range 
was required for use during the time we wished to 
camp. However. a fresh search for another camp 
end!d most successfully at 89 W.E.T.C., Anzio Camp, 
near Lee!... Staffordshire. On the edge of the Peak 
district. this camp offers everything that is required to 
make an ACF camp a great success. Facilities, accom
modation. training area are really excellent and 
already over 320 cadets have indicated their intention 
of attending camp this year-nearly twice as many 
as in the recent past. 

'fh.e camp programme will consist of part military 
trammg, pa·t adventure and Duke of Edinburgh 
Award scheme training, part sport, and part educa
tional with visits planned to local places of interest 
and factories. etc. 

Before camp. which takes place from July 11 / 25. 
however. there looms ahead the parade of Scottish 
Cadets at the Palace of Holyroodhouse before the 
Lord High Commissioner to the General Assembly, 
General Sir Richard O'Connor (SNE Area ACF will 
be npresented by a killed contingent of 20 boys). the 
cross-country competition, the Best Cadet competition. 
and participation in the 3rd Gordons' week-end exer
cise "Grey Ghost". 

After that Area HQ staff will be allowed to dispense 
with their ice packs. return the aspirin bottles to the 
cupboard, extinguish their candles burning at both 
ends, and escape for a spot of well-earned leave. 

CAPE TOWN IDGHLANDERS 
With April and the usual birthday commitments 

safely beh ind us, we can look back on a quiet but 
successful four months of 1964. 

Early in January the Regiment supplied a contin
gent for street lining duties for the State opening of 
Parliament. As usual, we acquitted ourselves well and 
received an official message from O.C. Western Pro
vince Command complimenting all ranks on the turn
out. It was the first time that the troops were seen 
in the new modified dress which, although not quite 
as colourful as th;: old, received favourable comment 
all round. 

In February all ranks attended an all day range 
parade at Bellville. Unfortunately it turned out to be 
a cold and rainy day and by midday the C.O. had 
no option but to cancel the afternoon's shooting. 
However, as if to prove the unpredictability of the 
weather, the afternoon turned out fine. 

The training programme provided for a week-end 
bivouac during March. However, due to circumstances 
beyond our control, this exercise had to be postponed 
to the sorrow of all. 

This year the services at St. Andrews and the Union 
Congregational Churches fell on the same day. The 
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Regiment paraded on the morning of the 26th April 
at the Castle. From there "'A'' Coy. under Capt. 
O'Brien went by transport to the Congregational 
Church while HQ, ··B' and "C'' Coys. marched to 
St. Andrews. After the church services, ""A" Coy. 
debussed at St. Andrews and the Regiment marched 
back to the Castle where our Hon. Colonel , Col. H. 
J. C. Stephan, took the salute. 

The continued increase in numbers is putting an 
increasing strain on the A & Q personnel and strong 
representations have been made for additional assis
tance. Although no promises are forthcoming, it is 
felt that the authorities would grant the much needed 
help. 

During March and April "C" Coy. organised a 
junior NCO's course to which other Coys. were invited 
to send candidates. Well done "C" Coy. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
Although during the period under review there were 

no changes in the Mess, we did have one "addition". 
Fd. Ct. Bagshawe-Smith took unto himself a wife on 
30th March. Several members of the Mess attenoed 
the cermony and drank the health of the bridal couple 
at the reception at the Vineyard. Welcome, Julie, and 
the best of luck to you both. 

A very enjoyable guest night was held in February 
when Comdt. Wolf gave a most amusing and thought 
provoking talk on "this and that". 

The March Mess meeting was notable for the 
" bottle competition" with the supremacy of the For
syths (uncle and nephew) being severely challenged 
by our newest members. As long as we have such 
promising up and coming youngsters our ··bottle team" 
is in good hands. The winning of the "over 50" com
petition was not settled. However, it is ruf"(1oured 
that several members have gone into strict training 
to ensure their places in this team. 

At the April Mess meeting we were very pleased to 
welcome one of our out of town stalwarts- Maior 
Bob McKenzie from Johannesburg. Several of the 
old guard were also present and the even ing passed 
all too quickly for all of us. 

During Apnl , the birthday festivities claimed more 
time than usual. On the 2 1st the birthday parade was 
held and after a few words the CO cut the birthday 
cake. As usual the troops had buns and cool drinks. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
No sooner had the Sergeants' Mess recovered from 

the after effects of Hogmanay, when the Regiment 
was required to parade for the official opening of 
the Parliament in Cape Town . The Regiment paraded 
in its new Ceremonial Dress, Tunic, Spats and Diced 
Hose having been temporarily done away with, owing 
to lack of funds. However, it is hoped that it won't 
be long before the Regiment is again equipped with 
its formal Ceremonial Dress. 

Unfortunately, it was not possible for the Regiment 
to hold a bivouac as planned and it was hoped that 
this will be possible next year. 

Due to other commitments at the beginning of the 
year, it was not possible to a rrange the annual cricket 
match against the Officers' Mess, as it has been the 
practice in the past, but it is anticipated that it will 
proq,ably be held towards the end of the year. 

The annual outing of the Mess was held at Campers 
Paradise during March this year. Although this func
tion was not well attended, it was nevertheless enjoyed 
by those who did attend. 

Our heartiest congratulations are conveyed firstly to 
ex-Sgt. R. Millson on the occasion of his marriage, 

secondly to Sgt. Cox for his recent promotion to 
C.S.M., and lastly to Sgt. and Mrs. Urquhart on the 
birth of a daughter. 

The ranks of the Mess have once again felt the 
st~ain of business pressure and Sgts. E. du Toit and 
D. Whitehead have both had to resign, owing to busi
ness transfers. To them we extend our very best 
wishes for every success in the future and hope that 
it will not be long before we see them in our midst 
once again. 

The annual birthday parade of the Regiment was 
held on the 21st April, 1964, and the Church Parade 
on the 26th April, 1964. The wives and girl friends 
of the members of the Mess were entertained in the 
Mess at the conclusion of the Church Parade. 

Afterwards the RSM joined the officers to drink to 
the Re~iment's birthday. 

On 24 / 4 / 64 the birthday dinner was held at the 
AOM Wynberg when Col. Klootwyk very ably pro
posed the toast to the Regiment. Unfortunately. the 
bar closed at 2300 hours, but still we managed to get 
home some time after 0300 hours next ;norning. 

The birthday church parade was held on Sunday 
26 / 4 / 64. This year we managed to persuade Padre 
Currie to advance the service to I 0-30 hours. After 
the service a wreath was laid at the war memorial 
in the church grounds. The Relliment then marched 
bac'< to the Castle where the salute was taken by the 
Hon. Colonel. The CO had invited senior guests and 
his senior officers to his house for a few drinks. This 
little function very enjoyably rounded off the birth
day month . 

"A" COMPANY 
Since last going to Press, " A" Coy's. strength has 

increased cons:derably due to the three-monthly intake 
of recruits, and some very good material has been 
forthcoming. We have, however, experienced a fair 
amount of difficulty in replacing the Company A & Q 
Staff when both Sgt. White and Cpl. Savage were 
fo rced through business commitments to throw in 
the sponge at the end of last year. It cannot be over
stressed how important this aspect of Company 
efficiency is. Cpl. Dean has stepped into the breach 
and hi s efforts cannot go unrecorded. 

We congratulate Fd. Ct. Burger on his recent pro
motion and welcome A / Fd. Ct. Scheppening back to 
"A" Company after a short posting on to the reserve 
and hope that this time his stay will be both perma
nent and beneficial. 

There are many who have been promoted to NCO 
rank and to all these chaps, congratulations. Keep up 
the good work. You have al l been selected for good 
reasons and your duties and responsibilities are shortly 
to be increased considerably. 

"C" Coy., under Capt. Forsyth. has recen tl y con
ducted an NCO's course and Rfn . Foster. of this 
Company, has been attending. Capt. Forsyth reports 
that Rfn. Foster has acquitted himself more than 
adequately. Well done, Foster, and many thanks Capt. 
Forsyth for having made this possible. 

Reference was made in the last issue to the Bat
talion's link with the Union Congregational Church 
in South Africa. This year, "A" Coy. represented the 
Batta lion at a service in the church on Sunday. April 
26th. after which, thanks to some split second timing, 
the Company was able to join the Battalion at St. 
Andrews' Church in time for the march back to the 
Castle, where Col. Stephan took the salute. 

Our plans for the near future include more field 
work at an a rea which has been recced and proved 
to be ideal for what is in mind . 
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In concl u~io n , it is wi th extreme regret that I have 
to report the passing of our ex-RQMS. the late Mr. 
W. J. Smith. who passed away suddenly at a compara
tively ear ly age. The late Mr. Smith's loyalty and 
devotion to the Regiment and his country was unques
tionable. To his widow and family we extend our 
heartfelt sympath ies fo r the great loss which they sus
ta ined . 

"C" COMPAN Y 
T his year sta rted with a rehearsal for the Opcmng 

of Pa~liament, followed on the 17th January by the 
actual official opening. This was the Company·~ first 
public parade wllh the Regiment and it acquitted itself 
well wi th a strong turnout. 

The beginning of March saw the start of this year's 
"C" Company NCO Promotion Course. This will be 
runni ng through till early May. It has involved all 
officers and NCO's in the Company in a good deal 
of work as it has meant training on every Tuesday 
and T hursday with three Saturdays thrown in. How
ever, the en thusiasm and appreciation with which it 
has met. to say noth inll of the final result. makes the 
effort more than worthwh ile. It has also been grati
fyin 'l to find members from "A'' and HQ Companies 
joining the course. They are more than welcome. 

The nigh t of Friday. the 3rd April. saw members 
of the course together with A Fd. Ct. Fe:st and W.O. 
II Cox taking up an invitation from the Lion's Head 
Commando. to join them at the'r bivvy a•ea for oatrol 
exercises. A good time was had by all and the already 
good relations wi th this Commando were further 
cemented. T his was borne out when the course went 
out to Cape East on Saturday. the 18th April. and a 
con tingent from the Commando. in turn. joined us. 

Apart from this course we also have two Company 
members, Rfn. Appleton and Levine, attending the 
Battalion Intelligence Cou:se. The unfortunate part 
about this is that we are bound to lose one of them 
to Bn . HQ Intelligence Section. You can't win! 

T here have been changes in the Comoany sincz last 
we went to print. Fi rstly. Sgt. "Wally'' Cox was trans
ferred to us f rom HQ Company to reolace W.O. II 
M ullins. Shortly after this his promotion to W.O. II 
came through and so we not only bid him a hearty 
welcome but also offer our congratulations. 

Early in the year Rfn. Dunbar. ou r hard-workin~ 
clerk. was forced to relinqui~h his duties because of 
studies. His headaches have now been passed on to 
Rfn. Kahn. 

Last of all, a warm welcome is extended to the 
latest intake of recruits who joined us on the 7th 
March. 

Sign of the times: Remark by a certain A / Fd. Ct. 
in "C" Company gi ngerly rubbing his shoulder after 
firi ng the M k. I No. IV rifle for the first time at a 
Gold Cup Shoot. "Give me the 'old' F any time"! 
(Maybe we were tougher in the old days!) 

H.Q. COMPAN Y 

Jannary each year finds the Unit taking part in the 
Opening of Parliament and I 964 proved no exception. 
It does seem possible, however. that from next year 
one Company at a time will perform this duty. With 
our establishment we will probably have to do two 
in a row! On the other hand, being the on ly Company 
wi th a Pipe Band we shall probably have to turn out 
every yea~. 

Rumour has it that ou r proposed bivvy in March 
was called off because of the poor fishing at Strand
fontein. Whilst we do not attach any importance to 
this, we we•e disappointed at not being able to spend 
a wcek·end in the field. Our programme does not 
afford much oppo rtunity du ring the year o f exercising 
our specialised functions and the chance of a day in 
the field is eagerly looked forward to. 

April heralds the Regiment's 79th birthday and, 
because of the increased numbers, this year one Com
pany attended Divine Service at the Congregational 
Church. the rest of the Battalion going to our own 
kirk. We trust that the Company Commander of the' 
"detacheds" had no trouble with the lesson. 

Farewell to our CQMS. Sgt. du Toit on transfer 
to South West Africa on oromotion (civilian. mark 
onel. Blankets fetch a good price in Windhoek but 
there is due to be a glut in the near fu ture. 

Congratulations to :-
Captain H ulme on being awarded the John Chard 

IV.!dal: RQMS Steyn has been awarded the John 
Chard as well and in his case it is truly for "12 years' 
undetected crime". Well done. John there is lots of 
room for another one!; Sgts. Charles, McQuade, 
Pearce and Sierra on their promotion; Mr. Rowe and 
Sgt. Charles on thei r successes on recent courses; Sgt. 
Whitehead on achieving a life-long ambition- at last 
D~nis is T ransport NCO: Rfn. Seymour on being 
nominated Sportsman of the Week. It's a pity it was 
Caledonian he scored 5 goals against. but now the 
rest know how we won the Angus Duncan Shield: Sgt. 
Cox on his promotion to Warrant rank and post as 
CSM "C' Company. M r. Cox was only in HQ Com
pany for about three months but that just goes to 
show!: Lt.-Col. H. L. Sumner, MC, MM, YD. o n 
the occasion of his 80th bi rthday. "Lang may yere 
lum reek Sir''! 

We regret to record the passing of ex-RQMS Smith 
at the early age of 47. 'Twilight" or "Smithy" as he 
was known to so many post-war Highlanders was 
one of the "old and bold". After serving in the 
S.A.A.F. during the war, RQMS Smith joined the 
Regiment as a private in 1947 and to those of us who 
had the plea~u re of serving with him in those days and 
who climbed the ladder with him, his loss is a grievous 
one. 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Since the beginning of the year we have had two 

General Meetings. the fi rst of which was the Annual 
Gene~al Meeting at which the following Committee 
was elected : 

President. Col. H . L. Sumner. MC, MM, VD· Vice
president, Cmdt. D. Loveland, Cmdt. G. Thom~s. Mr. 
D. L. Lloyd; Joint Secretaries. Mr. L. J . Williams, Mr. 
Ba te; Committee, Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Wainwright. 

Capt. Parker-Forsyth, Major Albertyn, Sgt. Major 
Lawton. 

The usual thirty types attended this meeting whilst 
others carefully kept away from the meeting in case 
they were elected to do some work! 

At the second meeting in April, there was a bumper 
attendance to hear the vice-captain of the Springbok 
cricket side, Mr. Peter van der Merwe, give us a very 
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interesting and informative talk on his trip to Aus
tral:a and New Zealand. The meeting only ended at 
10-30 p.m. and everyone went home feeling that it 
had been an evening well spent. 

Present at this meeting was Mr. Henry Puren, ex
officer of the Regiment who is now attached to the 
Royal Tank Corps. stationed at Aden. 

Greetings were conveyed to the meeting from Mr. 
Torby Plater who is now engaged in persuading the 
Durban public to have more Schweppes with their 
drinks: also from Dr. "Moon" Mullins, who is now 
a spec:alist bone breaker in Durban, as well as Cmdt. 
Sholto Douglas, now a wood expert in the Knysna 
area. 

Ex-Sgt. Bill Johnson of wartime fame was recently 
in hospital at Groote Schuur and was immensely 
cheered to be visited by many of his old comrades. 
He too now hails from the South Western Districts 
and there is still plenty o( life in the o ld dog. 

Congratulations 

... to Col. H. L. Sumner, MC , MM. VD, on 
attaining his 80th birthday on the 21st April. This 
veteran sold1er who saw service in the Boer War, in 
the first World War (one of the small band of sur
vivors of Delville Wood) and who commanded the 
unit at the beginning of the Second World War until 
it reached Egypt, is still going strong. Colonel Sam 
is a regular attender at all ou r association meetings 
and he is dearly loved by all who come in contact 
with him. 

Death 

It is with sincere regret that we record the suddel'. 
death of R.Q.M.S. W. A. Smith who was a regular 
attender at our meetings and to his fami ly we extend 
our sincere sympathies. 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS ASSOCIATION 

NOTTINGHAM BRANCH 
With the sun shining brightly outside it seems unjust 

that I should be forcibly reminded that He awaits, 
and that the Nottingham branch notes must not be 
late. With the lull ing music of motorised lawn mowers 
in the background I will attempt to set out in chrono
logical order the happenings in the land of Robin 
Hood since the last issue. 

It is with regret, however, that I have to commence 
these notes by reporting the death of Mr. Frank 
Martell at his home on 6th February. Frank was our 
oldest member and had been connected with the Regi
ment since 1913. An obituary notice appears else
where in this issue. 

Normal social activities have continued with Hog
manay Dinner, Burns Supper and monthly social 
evenings. The Hogmanay dinner was well attended 
and everybody had a most enjoyable evening. Burns' 
Birthday was celebrated with the usual Tallies, Neeps 
and Haggis. There were other additions to suit the 
taste of our local guests, who are gradually being 
educated though this year there was no Yorkshire pud 
and perhaps next year the roast meat will go too. The 
address to the Haggis was given by Ernie Hill while 
Dave Shore proposed the toast to the Immortal 
Memory, while Messrs. Runcie and Howlett supplied 
the "Music". 

The monthly socials have also been very successful, 
contact with other ex-service associations being on th,e 
increase as reported in the following extract from the 
local press: -

Friendly Gesture 
"Another link has been forged in the strong 

friendship between members of the Nottingham 
branch of the Gordon Highlanders' Association and 
the city's Royal Naval Association. 

''As a friendly gesture, the naval men have pre· 
sented the Highlanders with a framed, hand-lettered 

manuscript bearing the verse 'Gentlemen the 
Tartan·. written by Mu•1o.:h Maclean. 

The manuscript meticulously drawn in lOth 
Century capitals on parchment. headed by a 
facsimile of the Highlanders' badge now hangs in 
a plac:: of honour at their club". 
Preparations are well in hand for the Annual Regi

mental Dinner of the branch which takes place on 
June 20th when our guest of honour will be the 
Colonel of the Regiment. Brigadier The Earl of Caith
ness. CVO, CBE. DSO, DL. A full report will be for
warded in time fo r the next issue but needless to say 
Beatle-type haircuts are surreptitiously disappearing 
while Runcie and Howlett are "chanting" regularly. 

PERTH BRANCH 

The annual reunion dinner of Perth and District 
branch of the Gordon Highlanders' Association was 
held in the Waverley Hotel, Perth . on Friday. The 
chair was occupied by Major W. R. Broadhurst, MVO, 
Clathick, C rieff. 

The toast of "The Regiment" was proposed by 
Major-General D. B. Lang, DSO, MC. General 
Officer Commanding 51st (H) Division and 
District. and the reply was given by Colonel M. Bur
nett, TD, The Gordon Highlanders, late Officer Com
manding 3rd Battalion. 

Mr. J . Davidson represented the Gordon High
landers' Club, Aberdeen and Mr. P. J. R. Woodhouse 
represented Perth branch of the British Legion, Scot
land. An apology for absence was received from Lieut
Col. J. H. Stitt, MC, Honorary President of the Perth 
and District branch, who is meantime abroad o n holi
day. 

Entertainment during the evening was provided b:: 
Mr. Gerry Winton, Mr. T. McKay, Mrs. Garden, and 
Mr. Cruickshanks. Pianist was Mrs. M. Burgess, and 
Mr. A. M. MacKillop carried out the duties of piper. 
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THE ARMED FORCES ART SOCIETY 

formerly 

(ARMY ART SOCIETY) 

Patron : HER ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCESS MARINA, DUCHESS OF KENT. 

The Society which exists to encourage Art in the three Fighting Services, is holding 

its 33rd Exhibition at the 

CHENIL GALLERIES 

King's Road, Chelsea, L ondon, S.W.3. 

29th September to 9th October 1964 

The Exhibition is open to all ranks of the Army, Roya l Navy a nd the Royal Air Force, a lso 
Auxi liary and Territorial Units including the Women's Branches of these Services, whether 

Serving or Temporary. 

The Society is an entirely unofficial organisation and for several years very 
successful Exhibitions have been held in London each Autumn. Service 
artists ca n derive more interest from their hobby by aiming a t submitting 
works for the Exhibition, which a lso give them an opportunity to compare 

their standard and style wi th others. 

As the Society is non-profit making, the entran ce and hanging fees are kept as low as possible. 

All applications for details and Entry Forms s hould be made to:-

The Honorary Secretary, The Armed Forces Art Society, 

Mr. W. A. ARNOLD, 

4 WEST DRIVE GARDENS, 

HARROW WEALD, MIDDX. 
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above all 
SENIOR SERVICE 

satisfy 

sERviCE 

S~t.JIOR_.,~o·~·~ 1----------
F'~~ 

BRITAIN'S OUTSTANDING CIGARETTE 





SM'artt ( c-Wvt.) • • • • • • . . /-.••• calM1Sd (pctitt), 

.......... boffi«., ~~ 1'-igkt. 

••. we, ALL baW<. witk... 
GLYN, ~:J:LLS & CO 

HOLT'S BRANCH 

KIRKLAND HOUSE, WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.I 
Head Office : 

47, LOMBARD STREET 
LONDON, E.C. l 

Auociate Bai;ln ~ 
THE ROYAL BANK Of SCOTLAND · 
WILLIAMS DEACON'S BANK LIMITED 

~u.r-~eaft. arnlto'e~U: .... . .. . · .~-tmr: 

. ~1· • __ jlJt 
S4Wtt.y m veo . . . . . . 


	TigerandSphinx_1964_07
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 01
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 02
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 03
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 04
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 05
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 06
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 07
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 08
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 09
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 10
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 11
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 12
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 13
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 14
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 15
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 16
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 17
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 18
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 19
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 20
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 21
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 22
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 23
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 24
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 25
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 26
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 27
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 28
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 29
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 30
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 31
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 32
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 33
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 34
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 35
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 36
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 37
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 38
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 39
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 40
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 41
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 42
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 43
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 44
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 45
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 46
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 47
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 48
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 49
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 50
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 51
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 52
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 53
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 54
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 55
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 56
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 57
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 58
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 59
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 60
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 61
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 62
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 63
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 64
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 65
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 66
	TigerandSphinx_1964_07 67

