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EDITORIAL 
lst Battalion 

We extend a warm welcome to All Ranks of the 
1st Battalion on their return Home, and publish 
below the text of a message sent to the Battalion 
on their departure from Borneo by Lieutenant 
General Sir Alan Jolly, KCB, CBE, DSO. 

"On your departure from my Command I would 
like to thank you and congratulate you on a very 
successful Tour which has amounted to the longest 
continuous period spent in Borneo by any major 
unit. 

You have played a valuable part in operations 
and your Drums and Pipes have made a very fine 
impression wherever they have performed and in 
particular the That Luang Festival. 

I am very glad that you will soon be reunited with 
your families and friends and I wish you every 
success in your future different role. 

Goodbye and good luck to you all". 

On their arrival in Edinburgh a message of wel
come was received from the Chief of the General 
Staff, General Sir James Cassels, GCB, KBE, DSO. 

This Journal 
Readers will note that we are now in the hands 

of new Publishers and that once again the Journal 
is being produced in Aberdeen, which is as it should 
be. 

The difficulties confronting Service Magazines are 
probably well known, faced as they are with con
stantly rising costs of production and distribution 
and, at the very best, a fairly static circulation. 

Forty years ago the subscription to the "Tiger 
and Sphinx" was 5/ - a year. How then it may be 
asked do we get by on 7 / 6 today? From time to 
time the magazine has been subsidised from Regi
mental Funds but by and large we are dependent on 
revenue from advertisements for keeping the budget 
balanced. 

If the Journal is to continue as a high quality 
production containing much the same volume of 
text and illustrations, the day may not be far off 
when a substantial increase in price will have to be 
made. 

You may be able to help to prevent this by, for 
example, introducing new advertisers, supporting 
existing ones and enlisting a new Subscriber. 

PERSONS AND PLACES 
Since we seem to have got this Article mainly to 

ourselves on this occasion, what better opening item 
could there be than that of the recent award in the 
New Year's Honours List to Captain Robin Fogg
Elliot, MBE, DL. 

As a Regimental Figure, Robin Fogg-Elliot is 
probably more widely known to Gordon Highlanders 
of all ranks, serving and retired, than any other. He 
also probably has the widest circle of correspondents 
in all parts of the world on Regimental and historical 
matters. 

Apart "from his service with the Regiment from 
1924 to 1934, he held the appointment of Administra
tive Officer at the Depot, through all its changes, 
from early 1939 until May 1952, when his title, but 
not his task was changed to that of Retired Officer 
Grade Ill. In this capacity he has continued to 
serve, firstly at the Depot and more recently at the 
Regimental Headquarters, ever since. 

If you add this up and include his time on half
pay, it comes to the appreciable period of some 42 
years since his first commission . 

This alone might be deemed worthy of recogni
tion but there must be added to it his years of 
responsibility for The Regimental Association, the 
innumerable Regimental Accounts, Trusts and 
Charities, The Regimental Journal and the excellent 
Regimental Museum. In the face of a disability 
which would have immobilized a less determined 
character, Robin Fogg-Elliot has carried out all 
these tasks- and an astonishing proportion of the 
physical work involved-with unfailing loyalty and 
application. 

All ranks of the Regiment will be happy to learn 
of his well-merited honour in the award of the MBE. 

* 
From time to time we are "amazed-nay dis

mayed" to find that some characteristically inane 

remark of ours appears to have been taken seriously. 
This must be the case, we feel, with our recent light
hearted offer of the Ben Room Bed, which appears 
to have had the effect of rendering inaccurate our 
recent report of Captain Angus Avery's engagement. 
We apologise to all concerned. As anyone who has 
attempted to sleep in it will tell you, the bed would 
not stand up to removal in any case. 

* 
The North-East will soon be bidding a temporary 

farewell to Captain Euan Gordon who is leaving 
the hot seat of Brigade Depot Adjutant for a slightly 
cooler one in Aden. We hope that someone else 
will continue his pleasant custom of organising the 
occasional Guest-Night-in-Miniature in the Regi
mental Headquarters. It makes an agreeable change 
when the Dining Room lights shine down on "brave 
women and fair men"-to revive one of our earlier 
misquotations-rather than on collections of 
Trustees bowed over Balance Sheets. 

* 
Shortly after his return from Borneo our 

indefatigable friend Ken Peters kindly bade us to a 
luncheon of the Aberdeen Rotary Club. There he 
showed-as he has done "all around" these parts
his excellent colour slides of his visit to the 1st Bat
talion, accompanied needless to say by an equally 
excellent and entertaining commentary. 

So moved were we by his eloquence that on 
taking our leave we were hell-bent for Market Street 
to re-enlist and besought our co-guest, actor Richard 
Todd, to accompany us. We had forgotten, however, 
that one of our distinguished companion's earliest 
experiences in the Army had been that of being ex
pelled from the first floor of a Block at Sandhurst by 
a German bomb. Although h~ was subsequently 



The excellent terms offered by this Naafi scheme bring a 
new exciting range of household and personal goods 
immediately within your purchas ing range. 

* The economical way of buying on deferred payments 

* App I i es to the who I e ra nge of goods in the Naafi 
catalogue costing £5 or more 

* Your own payment scheme- weekly, fortnightly or 
monthly 

* With usual Naafi discount or dividend 

Make sure to see your Naafi manager today for details of 
this exciting opportunity 

Open daily from 9 a.m. - 11 p .m. 

(except Sunday) 

Meet your friends for . . . 

Coffee Lunch Afternoon Tea 

High Tea Snacks Dinners 

at the ... 

iiiiLH.MA.ID 
HESTillJBA.NT 

SELF SERVICE 

COFFEE LOUNGE 

Book Now 

347 UNION STREET 
Phone 20318 

II lil~:\'tJl,J:lll'l~;t,nl!tt:1U ~-------' 

6 

"IC it's a Goi .. don Co• .. IDe~ 

it~s Alsops~ Cor you" 

FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE 

SPENUE ALSOP 
RETAIL BUTCHERS & GROCERS 

New Market Buildings~ Aberdeen 
CULTS BRANCH-Telephone 47825 



TIGER AND SPHINX 7 

retrieved from his point of impact some 300 yards 
away and continued in the Service with distinction 
and fitting nonchalance for the duration, he now pre
ferred, he assured us, to carry on in his chosen 
r;Jrofession. No accountin.!! for tastes. 

* On the 12th of November, Captain Robin Fogg
Elliot, DL, was the Guest of Honour at the Annual 
Dinner of the 6th Gordon Highlanders (Great Wars) 
Officers' Club, where he duly spoke v.ith informed 
accuracy on regimental matters of moment, both 
historical and topical. This did much not only to 
add to the interest of a very pleasant evening but also 
to restore to a proper level the tone of the proceed
ings which had been somewhat lowered by Sunray 
Sinister's approach to the Toast of "Absent 
Members". 

Despite the latter there were present, more or less 
throughout (according to the following extract from 
the Secretary's Report):-

"Brigadier Lord Balerno, OBE, TD, Midlothian; 
Colonel W. C. Dewar, TD, Glasgow; Lieut-Colonel 
G. B. Kynoch, CBE, TD, DL, JP, Keith: Lieut
Colonel G. J. Lobban, BC, TD, Keith; Lieut-Colonel 
Matthew Robb, TD, Aberdeen; Lieut-Colonel R. W. 
Petrie, MC, Keith; Lieut-Colonel P. Forbes of Corse, 
OBE, DL; Lieut-Colonel H. I. Bradshaw, Tweeds
muir; Major B. T. Catto, Alford; Major E . J. 
Gordon, MBE, TD, Aberdeen; Major J. B. Singer. 
TD, Echt; Major J. Sinclair, MBE. Fraserburgh; 
Major J . C. Williamson, MC, TD, JP, Aberdeen; 
Capt A. J. Carnie, MC, Aberdeen; Capt J. Q. P. 
Curzon, Mintlaw; Capt K. T. Howard, Dyce; Capt 
W. K. Leggatt, MC, Turriff; Capt J. Murray Ross, 
AISP, Aberdeen; Lieut W. R. McNaughton, Aber
deen· Lieut A. Philip, Alford; Pipe Major T. A. 
Smith, Keith; Colonel R. Strathdee, Aberdeen; Lieut
Colonel James Shankley, TD, Aberdeen; Major 
Douglas Palmer, Aberdeen; Capt J. A. Leith, Aber
deen." 

Addresses supplied on request, other than to 
Foreign Agents and Lonely Hearts (except in certain 
instances). 

* 
A first time visitor to the Headquarters at the 

end of December-and on the first occasion at an 
ungodly hour of the night-was Colonel Stuart 
Chant, MC. We were sorry that it was a family 
bereavement that brought him to these parts, but 
were delighted that he subsequently returned to show 
one of his male offspring round the Regimental 
Museum. . .. ... 

His many friends in the Regiment, serving and 
retired, will be glad to learn that Colo1)r-Sergeant 
"Dougie" Thow was awarded the BEM in the New 
Year Honours of 1966. 

His record of service is, in itself, a slice of Regi
mental History of our own times, and he has fol
lowed the drum in many lands. 

He joined at Castlehill on 5th November 1928 (the 
date, Guy Fawkes day, is not otherwise significant), 
and joined the 2nd Battalion-then commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Forbes-Robertson, VC, shortly 
afterwards, at Ballykinlar. A Band-boy, his first 
Bandmaster was Bandmaster Bartlett. In March 
1929, he went to the 1st Battalion then in Delhi. His 
subsequeTJt Indian service included Landi Kotal 1930 / 
32, and Peshawar 1932/ 33. In 1933, he left India 

with the l ~t Battalion for Haifa, Palestine, and served 
in the Holy Land until 1935, when the Battalion re
turned to Redford Barracks, Edinburgh . He moved 
with the Battalion to Aldershot in 1938, and em
barked for France in 1939. In 1940, he transferred to 
the 5/7th Battalion as soldier-servant to Lieutenant
Colonel "Sailor" Clark, when the latter assvmed com
mand of that Battalion from Lieutenant-Colonel A. 
Buchanan Smith (now Lord Balerno). He was taken 
POW with the 51st (Highland) Division at St. Valery, 
and was sent to Stalag 20B at Marienburg, West 
Prussia. There he remained a POW till he was 
repatriated as a Bandsman, under the Geneva Con
vention in 1943. He joined the Regimental Band 
then stationed at the Depot, Aberdeen, where he was 
based from 1943 /46. He returned to Germany, serv
ing with the lst Battalion at various ~tations, Ess.en 
1946/49, Berlin 1949 and Sennelager till 1950. W1th 
the Band, he then went to Malaya from 1951/52 then 
either at the Depot and subsequently at Redford, and 
Dover from 1952 till 1957. In that latter year, he 
joined the Recruiting Staff as a Special Recrui.ter, i_n 
Aberdeen and in 1959 he was confirmed m h1s 
appointm~nt to the Long Service List (Recruiter) in 
the same station. His last Regimental Commanding 
Officer was Lieutenant-Colonel P. W. Forbes of 
Corse. He is still serving at the Army Information 
Office Aberdeen and thanks tn his own personality, 
and d'are we say: the co-operative local Press, is one 
of the best-known Military figures in the Regimental 
Recruiting Area. 

During his band service he served under five 
Bandmasters, namely Bandmasters Bartlett, Macpher
son, Campbell , Williams (now Major, Director of 
Music, RHA) and Ford. 

His awards and medals include the BEM
(already noted), Meritorious Service Medal 19?3, 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 1946, With 
a bar for a further 18 years exemplary service, total
ling 36 years, in 1964. This latter :'double" is be
lieved but not asserted, to be a Regimental Record. 
Records have informed us that there is no trace of 
any other Gordon having pulled off this double, 
the only other similar case being that ?f O~QMS 
"Pani" Waterman, wbo had a near miSS With 35 
years' service, on retirement. 

Colour Sergeant Thow, who was married in 1940, 
is now a grandfather. He served in an honorary 
capacity for some years as Bandmaster to the 3rd 
Gordons (TA) until he had to relinquish that appoint
ment due to pressure of Recruiting work . 

His friends will wish him many more years' ser
vice yet, in the Regiment he loves so well, ~nd of 
which he is so proud and worthy a representative. 

* 
Most readers will have seen the announcement 

of the recent engagement of a Son of the Regiment, 
Captain David du Boulay, and will join us in con
gratulating him thereon. His engagement to Daphne, 
daughter of a distinguished Officer of The Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, Major "Reo" Ritchie, 
MBE, MC, evoked from our Cynical and Unfor
tunately-Married . Acq.uaintanc~ . the. comment th!lt 
this was merely mtel!Igent anticipation or defeat Ill 

our long struggle against the imposition of The 
Monstrous Regiment-on the "if you _can't bt?at 'em. 
join 'em" principle. Others, more kmdly d1spose9, 
inclined to view that, in this unhappy event, this 
happy event would tend to preserve the old order ?f 
Army List Precedence. "I see what you mean", said 
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our C and U-M Acquaintance. "If you can' t beat 
'em, get 'em to join you-and beat 'em." This, 
however, is merely the sort of traditional persiflage 
to which betrothed couples are perennially subjected 
and the perpetrators will, with us, be rooting for 
Daphne and David on the Day- whenever that is . 
For some reason or other we don ' t yet seem to have 
had an invitation . 

* 
Even at the risk of this becoming a Matrimonial 

Column we should mentiOn another Marriage, 
"Forthcoming" at the time of writing and of Regi
mental interest. This is that of Jane, younger daugh
ter of the late Major T. W. C. ("Lamb") Barlas, The 
Gordon Highlanders, and Mrs Ali ~. c n Barlas. to Ian, 
youngest son of the late Captain Douglas Baird of 
Durris, The Gordon Highlanders, and Mrs Villiers. 
This is truly "keeping it in the family", both regi
mentally and domestically, because Jane's elder sister 
Mary is already married to Ian's elder brother Harry. 
All her fr iends will wish Jane and her husband every 
happiness. 

* 
Early in January, as you know, disaster again 

struck at the ancient family of Burnett of Leys, with 
the destruction by fire of the Queen Anne and Vic
torian wings of historic Crathes Castle. The late 
Major General Sir James ("Maxim") Burnett of Leys, 
Bart, CB, CMG, DSO, the last of the direct line, 
his then surviving son, Roger, having been killed in 
action in Europe in 1945, was Colonel of the Regi
ment from 1939 to 1948. 

To Sir James's sister-in-law, Mrs Elizabeth Carr, 
widow of another Gprdon Highlander, Lieutenant
General Laurence Carr and to his grandson Jamie 
Cecil, who lived at Crathes, to his daughter Rohays, 
Mrs Cecil Boyd-Rochfort, and to the rest of her 
family, all Gordon Highlanders will offer their sym
pathy in this monstrous misfortune. 

It may be some consolation that the oldest part 
of Crathes, the original tower dating from the 15th 
century, was saved. Much is required to compensate 
for the loss, not only of home but of historic and 
personal treasures cared for by successive genera
tions. 

We were not surprised to hear, however, that 
despite this major blow, the family are already 
actively replanning the future. And to end on a 
lighter note we are also told that the vision likely to 
be observed about the end of April or early May will 
not be a Phoenix rising from the Ashes, but another 
former Colonel emerging as of yore from the waters 
of the Dee. 

* Many past, some present, members of the Regi
ment will recall a once-familiar figure at Gordon 
Barracks in the early days of the late Contest. This 
was (then) Lieutenant M. M. (Michael) Yorke, some
time Assistant and sometime Adjutant. He daily 
diced with death on an iron steed bearing some 
resemblance to a motor cycle between his billet in 
the Milltimber area and the Orderly Room. The 
teeming thousands crammed into the confines of the 
peace-time Depot used to stand petrified each morn
ing as he rushed headlong into his favourite parking 
place-the narrowing gap between the back of the 
Orderly Room and the surrounding blast wall. The 
grinding crash of metal that announced his arrival at 
the gullet of the close-the only means, incidentally, 

that he had of stopping the thing, and his beaming 
emergence, bare knees peering happily through the 
remains of his trews, and belatedly removing the 
frost from his glasses, was invariably greeted with 
a thousand-fold sigh of mingled relief and dis
appointment. Another thing we remember is that 
his signature was so meticulous that we frequently 
re:eived correspondence addressed to "Lieutenant 
TROKE". 

All this leads up to the point that, in the absence 
of a Contact Column, former friends might be in
terested to know that we have recently located this 
chap at his new address. He and Agnes now live at 
Wall Green , Huntroyde, nr. Burnley, Lancashire. 

* On the subject of signatures and to forestall a 
number of eager enquiries, we are frequently in 
contact with another erstwhile Assistant Adjutant at 
the same establishment, K . J. (James) Irvine, whose 
curious calligraphy evoked a number of replies 
addressed to "Lieutenant Twine" and once- oh 
happy day- to "Lt K . Urine". To those who don't 
already know his address we don't propose to give 
it. Only genuine and serious enquiries will be con
sidered . As our Eccentric Aunt is wont, repea tedly 
in our company, to say, "where Vulgarity Enters, 
All Fun Ceases ." 

* It seems a very short time ago that we reported 
one of the visits of Colonel Reggie, supervising the 
Lees Development Project on his Beltie Burn Estate. 
But a lready Fiction has become Cavity-walled Con
crete Fact. Early January found him not quite "in 
residence" , but perched like a vulture on the battle
ments of the Learney Arms Hotel, Torphins, whence 
he could oversee the final touches of the construc
tion of "Corennie." A week or two ago he flitted 
thence thither. The practically simultaneous adver
tisement of the Hotel for Sale, is, we are assured, 
entirely coincidental. 

Those who know Reggie and Irene will not be 
surprised to learn that they have contrived for 
themselves a truly "desirable residence". 

Some minor conveniences have still , we under
stand, to be installed, such as a power winch to get 
the car up the slope from the cunningly concealed 
garage during the nine winter months. Already, 
however, the value of the fishing on the left bank 
of the Beltie, previously not highly rated, has con
siderably appreciated. A fine bag of red mullet, 
requiring little additional wine for cooking, can be 
anticipated, we are told, in any normal season. 

* Young and old from far and near flocked to the 
recent performance by the Regiment's Concert Band 
given in early February throughout the Regimental 
Area. 

At Stonehaven a much press-publicised visitor was 
a former Gordon Highlander who came all the way 
from Aberfeldy. This turned out to be Mr (ex 
Corporal) J. Woodward, one-time "A" Company, who 
served with the 1st Battalion in the Malayan Cam
-paign between 1951 and 1954 and subsequently at 
Redford Barracks. He lives at Rock Cottage, 
Fortingall, Aberfeldy. 

Turning back the clock a bit, a prominent tartan
bonneted figure at the Concert in the Music Hall, 
Aberdeen , was Number 7599 former Priva te William 
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Still of the lst Battalion, who served in the South 
African War and numbers amongst his decorations 
The Queen's Medal with three Clasps and the King's 
Medal with two. He had braved a blizzard to travel 
in from the Old Folk's Home at Woodside and we 
were glad to hear him receive a mention from the 
stage and a hearty ovation from the audience. 

* Former members of the 6th Banffies will have 
been delighted by the award in the New Year's 
Honours of the BEM to Sergeant-Major W. Suther
land now an AAI with the Army Cadet Force at 
Portsoy. 

This staunch Gordon joined the 6th Battalion in 
1928 and served with them till 1960 when he took 
up his present appointment, in which he has given 
the same outstanding service now recognised by this 
well-deserved award. 

* At Midtown of Barras, Catterline, by Stonehaven, 
Kincardineshire, another former stalwart of the 6th 
Battalion recently showed us round his steadings. 

Whether in the middle of a minefield below the 
Gueriat el Atak in Tunisia or in the field of interna
tional cattle dealing, Robin Bain has it all weighed 
up. 

The miraculously neat and well-ordered byres 
contained a network of runs and cunningly-placed 
swinging gates, so designed that the most rampageous 

stirk could be diverted into ever-decreasing circles 
until finally faced with its own and nothing but the 
old apocryphal zoo alternative. 

Had we fully appreciated Robin's capabilities 
when we were instructing together at the 1st Divi
sional Battle School before North Africa, we would 
have officially handed the whole thing over to him. 

* And finally we are sure that all will join us in 
congratulating CSM John Donald on his having been 
Mentioned in Despatches. Sergeant-Major Donald 
joined the Regiment in 1944 and since his return 
from Borneo has been on the staff of the Highland 
Brigade Depot. His "MID" was the culmination of 
outstanding work at Kota Belud in the training of 
the men of the Battalion for the first tour of opera
tions in the jungle, and for his exceptional services 
at Wallace Bay during that tour. 

* On Sunday the 20th of February a Memorial 
Service for the la.te Lieutenant-General A. E. 
Percival, CB, DSO, OBE, MC, was held in St. 
Martin's in the Fields. 

Gordon Highlanders who served in Malaya with 
the 2nd Battaiion will remember all the General's 
work on behalf of our Prisoners of War and will 
be interested to know that the Service was attended 
by Colonel W. J. Graham, MC, DL, who also 
officially represented the Regiment. 

OBITUARIES 
Major H. A. Gordon, MC. 

General Sir Horatius Murray writes:-
! met Harry Gordon in Camberley when I 

assumed command of the 1st Battalion in May of 
1942. He was a Platoon Commander in "C" Com
pany under Hubert Skivington, and we were about 
to embark for the Middle East. One was at once 
aware of a very lively personality. He virtually 
became a soldier as a result of the War, but he 
immediately identified himself with all the issues 
involved, whether they were the personal problems 
of the soldiers, or those who bore greater respon
sibility, even up to the highest military and political 
levels. Everything constituted a challenge, and as 
long as a challenge presented itsc;lf Harry was happy. 
He assumed command of "C" Company on the first 
night of Alamein when all the other officers in the 
Company were either killed or wounded. He was 
barely 21 years of age, but he continued to command 
the Comoany all the way through the North African 
and Sicilian Campaigns with great distinction. 

He had a lasting belief in the quality and integrity 
of the soldier. He felt this so strongly that nothing 
was too good for him in war, and he was his faith
ful servant in the post-war period, as his work for 
the London Branch of the Association demonstrated . 

It was inevitable that he ran into difficulties both 
with his contemporaries and his superiors. But his 
uncompromising attitudes in respect of principles 
and standards ensured that, however unpalatable his 
views might be, they were respected . 

He had a great zest for life, and was always at 
his best when organising some scheme or project. It 

was the breath of life to him, and he was always 
bubbling with ideas. His enthusiasm and gaiety was 
infectious in any company. 

The Regiment has lost a devoted servant, and 
his friends a staunch ally. His like do not come 
as often as one could wish, but we are grateful for 
them even when their stay is short. It is difficult to 
believe that this gay, colourful, and forthright figure 
is with us no longer. We shall nevertheless treasure 
his memory. Our thoughts will be with his family 
whose loss is immeasurable. 

Brigadier F. R. Inglis, CBE, MC. 
Freddie Inglis who died on 23rd January within a 

few days of his 70th Birthday joined The London 
Scottish on the outbreak of War and was with them 
at Messines on Hallowe'en night 1914. He received 
a Temporary Commission in 1915 and was awarded 
the Military Cross. 

In 1918 he was ADC to the GOC 9th Corps 
and in the same year obtained a Regular Commission 
in the RASC. From 1923-26 he was ADC to the 
GOC in C Scottish Command and in the same 
vear he transferred to the Regiment joining the 2nd 
Battalion at Bordon. He served with the Regiment 
for nearly ten years before becoming Adjutant of 
the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 

In the Second World War he held successively 
the appointments of AA & QMG i /c Administration, 
Gibraltar; AA & QMG 48 Division; Colonel i /c 
Administration Sussex District and Brigadier i / c 
Administration British Troops Egypt. He was made 
CBE in 1944 and retired with the Honorary Rank 
of Brigadier. 
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Freddie Inglis had considerable knowledge of 
horses-a good horseman he raced at one time and 
drove the RASC Coach at the annual Horse Show in 
London. He was also an experienced trainer of 
dogs and those who served with him at Bordon will 
remember his two Alsatians. 

Major W. B. Marjoribanks, MBE, TD. 
Major Marjoribanks who died at his home in 

Glenrothes on 9th January joined the Army at the 
age of 14 and was with the Regiment in France and 
Flanders during the First World War. 

Afterwards he served for many years with the 1st 
Battalion in Turkey, Malta, Egypt and India, for 
much of the time as CQMS. On retirement he joined 
the Territorial Army and received a Quartermaster's 
Commission in 1939. 

He rejoined the Territorials after the Second 
World War and was Quartermaster of the 4/ 7th 
Battalion, being made MBE in 1952. 

Later he became Manager of The Gordon High
landers (Association) Club, Glasgow, from which he 
resigned on account of ill health in 1961. 

Sergeant John Massie 
Sergeant Massie who since his retirement had 

worked as School Caretaker at Abingdon and with 
Morris Motor Works in Oxford, died as a result of 
injuries received in a road accident on 24th 
November 1965. 

The Regiment was represented at the funeral by 
his son-in-law, Sergeant Macmillan. Sergeant Fer
guson, now serving with the London Scottish, and 
Pipe Major Carver from the School at Arborfield 
played laments. 

During his 25 years service in the Army he was 
on the Depot Staff as Provost Sergeant in 1951 and 
was Pipe Major of the lst Battalion from 1953 to 
1955. On leaving the Battalion he joined the staff 
of the Arborfield Apprentices School. Pipe Sergeant John Massie 

BACKWARD GLANCES 
India 1860-Another letter from Angus Kennedy. 

July 8th 1860 
Dear Sister 

I imbrace the present time of writting you this 
few lines in order to inform you that I am in good 
helth at present hopping that will find you in the 
same with the help of God. I received your sister 
ever wilcomed Letter in the Month of Febrary last 
in a pleace called Lullatpore where the Company 
I belonged to was on Detachment which gave me 
great pleasure to lrn that Father and Mother were 
keeping their helth so will I was detarmined to write 
on the spot but the Tour cairn in for us to join 
headquarters immediately we arrived in Jhansi in 
six days subsiquantly whr the Regiment was lying 
we found when we arrived in Jhansi that the Rout 
was in to preseed to Dugshai a distance of 300 & 
70 miles Dugshai lyies on the Scirts of the 
Hamilais Mountains we arrived in Dugshai on 28th 
of may without shoes or socks and half naked for 
the want of clothing. I have a great dale of things 
to tell you if I once seen your Face and I bop 
that wont be long if God spares me to land on 
Britch Sboers once more for the Regiment is ex
pected home in next Year I got your adress from 

Christina in the Letter I got in Lullatpore from hir 
I can asure you we have had hard worke of it since 
cairn to this country we chasing the Rabils we are 
1600 Miles from Bombay now and it is the first 
regular cantonments we have been in since we cairn 
to the country I have in perticular to inform you 
this time on by the way that they carried on 
Jhansi it was a very unhelthy station the men was 
Dying in twos and threes every night for about three 
Months with appoplexy and dyrear Disentry as it 
is called in Scotland. The could not get coffins fr 
the men and they had oplged to Bury them in their 
Blankets. I have no mor to say at present but remain 
your ever Loving Brother 

Angus Kennedy 
No 4 Company 

92nd Highlanders. 

August 1914 
Mr Angus Maclean writes from 706 Gloucester, 

New Westminster, BC, Canada that he is very 
anxious to contact some old friends who served with 
him in the lst Battalion and later in the 8th and 
8/l Oth Battalion. On the morning of August 7th 
1914 as the 1st Battalion was parading to ao over-
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seas the following names were called out on parade: 
Sergeant J. Lobban, Sergeant W. Gordon, Corporal 
W. Gardiner, Corporal Ledingham, Corporal Living
ston and Corporal A. Maclean, with instructions to 
proceed to Aldershot forthwith to become the 
nucleus and trainers of the 8th Gordon Highlanders 
Kitcheners Army. He was the first Pipe Major of 
this Battalion and was later returned to duty as 
CSM in April 1915. 

Diamond Wedding 
Mr Hubert Carter who joined the Regiment 

as a Bandsman in 1900 and now lives at 43 Sunny
side Road, Aberdeen, celebrated his Diamond 
Wedding on 17th December last. A telegram of 
congratulations was sent to him from Regimental 
Headquarters. 

Mr Carter became Band Sergeant in the 1st Bat
talion and left the Army after the First World War. 

51st (Highland} Division Reunion-October 1965 

Pipe Majors and Drum Majors of the 51st (Highland) Division Jubilee Reunion, 2nd October 1965, at The 
Highland Brigade Depot, Aberdeen: 

Standing (L. to R .) - Drum Major A. Manson, 3 Gordons; urum Major H . Stewart, 7 A & SH; Drum Major M. S. Robertson, 51 
(H) Div Sigs Regt; Pipe M1jor J. W. Rlach, 11 SeafO<"th; Drum Major J. Gray, 51 (H) Div RCT; Pille Major J. Mackenzie, QVS, 
Dunblane; Pipe Major F. Duncau 4 / 5 BW; Drum Major W. Mackenzie, 4 / 5 BW; Pipe Major G. MoiTison, 3 Gordons. Seated (L. 
toR.)- Pipe Major W. Macleod, 4 / 5 Camerons; Pipe Ma;or T. Drever, FFY / SH; Pipe Major F. Brodie, 51 (H) Div RCT; Pipe 
Major R. Maccallum, MBE, 8 A & SH; Major General I. A. Robertson, MBE, GOC; Drum Ma:or J . Watson, 11 Seaforth; Pipe
Major J . Weatherston, )JEM, 277 Fd Regt RA; PiPe Major A. Macdougall, 51 (H) Dlv Sigs Regt: Pipe Major L . Geocgeson, 7 

A & SH. 

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 
Among recent acquisitions the most notable is the 

Regimental Colour of the 2nd Battalion 92nd High
landers which has been presented by The Marquess 
of Linlithgow. This Colour is presently hanging at 
Hopetoun House and, in all probability has been 
there since the disbandment of the Battalion in 1814 
at which time General Sir John Hope was Colonel 
of the Regiment. 

In 1803, to meet the challenge from Bonaparte 
who had assembled an invasion force at Boulogne, 
in addition to the calling out of the Militia and 
other measures, 50,000 men were raised by conscrip
tion under the "Army Reserve Act" . These men 
who were selected by ballot were liable for service 
in Great Britain and Ireland though at liberty to 
volunteer for general service with bounty. The 
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men raised by this Act in the counties of Nairn, 
Inverness, Moray, Banff and Aberdeen formed the 
nucleus of the 2nd Battalion which supplied replace
ments for the casualties of the I st Battalion until 
the peace of 1814. 

The 2nd Battalion was formed on 24th October 
1803 at Colchester where the I st Battalion was 
stationed the strength of each being over I , I 00. From 
I 804-11 the Battalion was in Ireland in which year 
it moved to Scotland. Its last station was Edinburgh 
Castle and here after an existence of exactly eleven 
years it was reduced on 24th October 1814. 

The Colour which bears the Honours-Mandora, 
Bergen op Zee and Egypt is to be handed over with 
some ceremony after the return of the I st Battalion 
to Edinburgh. 

18th Century French Pewter "Tappit Hen" 

An interesting piece of a very different kind is a 
French Tappit Hen and if this sounds somewhat 
"Irish" it is nevertheless an excellent description of 
a late 18th century French Pewter Double Litre 
Flagon with Lid presented by Mrs Paterson of Edin-

burgh. Mrs Paterson's husband served in the Regi
ment during the First World War and in one of his 
billets it was the daily custom of "Le Patron" to 
place the Tappit Hen filled with red wine on the 
dinner table. As a final gesture of goodwill he 
presented this interesting exhibit to Mr Paterson. 
Mrs Paterson, who has had this piece on her side
board for 45 years, was determi!led that it would 
·'end UP. in the right place" as she said, and made a 
special journey to deliver it in person . 

The Rev. David Shiress of Shrewsbury has pre
sented a Drinking Cup and Powder Horn of the 
Waterloo period . The Cup which is made of horn 
and silver mounted has on it a shield inscribed-"l 
have campaigned with Lieut I. Will of the 92nd Regt 
in Portugal, Spain and France and was with him 
on the Fields of Quatre Bras and Waterloo, June 
16 & 18, 1815." 

Many old Gordon Highlanders continue to leave 
their Medals to the Museum. In recent months some 
ten groups have been bequeathed or presented adding 
yet another page to the catalogue of our extensive 
collection. 

Mr George Johnston, writing from Surrey, sent a 
St James's Gazette Bill of 1897, found among the 
effects of his father, who served with the Deeside 
Highlanders. It reads :-

GRAND CHARGE AT DARGAT 
HEROIC HIGHLANDERS 

GRAPHIC DETAILS 
CONDITION OF THE WOUNDED. 

A painting of the 1st World War has been pre
sented by Mr Angus Pelham Burn who is the son of 
the late Brigadier General H. Pelham Burn. The 
scene is the familiar one of shattered buildings and 
branchless trees, but the unusual construction is 
interesting-it is painted on a ground sheet. 

Among Books, etc. received are:-
Horses and Saddlery by Major G. Tylden . An 

account of the animals used by the British and 
Commonwealth Armies from the 17th century to 
the present day, with a description of their equip
ment-presented by Army Museums Ogilby Trust. 

Diary of the Battle of the Somme-H. Robertson . 
A most interesting account of the period July-Sept. 
1916 when Corporal Robertson was serving with the 
1st Battalion. The original is in the Public Library, 
Aberdeen, who have presented a typed and bound 
copy. 

LIAISON 
The 5th Croydon (late East Surrey) Boy's Brigade 

Company has a Scottish Tradition going back to 
its foundation some 40 years ago. Their Pipe Band, 
which has the sanction to wear the Gordon tartan, 
is one of the only four Boys' Brigade Pipe Bands 
in London District. Their Pipe Major is ex-Gordon 
Highlander Harold Smith. Last November they took 
part in David Webster's Show "This is Scotland" at 
the Croydon Fairfield Concert Hall, following their 

success in which they later appeared at the Royal 
Festival Hall , London. The Regiment has been able 
to be of some assistance to them in obtaining items 
of uniform and liaison visits have been paid to them 
by members of the Permanent Staff of the London 
Scottish. Should any members of the Regiment 
in the area be interested in hearing this successful 
Pipe Band, they might like to contact their Officer, 
Mr J. Howard Shone, 92 Waddington Way, Upper 
Norwood. London, SE19. · · 
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5th Croydon (late East Surrey) Boys Brigade Pipe Band 

EDITORIAL NOTICES 
BERTRAND STEWART ESSAY 

COMPETION, 1966. 
Prize: £80. 
Closing Date: 22nd June 1966. 
Subject: 

"We have often, in the past, been accused of 
training to fight the last war. The tactics taught 
and practised for Limited War in the mid-sixties, 
twenty years after the last war, seem to show 
that we are in danger of following historical 
precedent. 

Are we right to plan for a stereotyped 
brigade group type of battle bearing in mind the 
type of enemy we may expect to fight? 

How far have we failed to reflect modern 
weapons, techniques, equipment and influences 
in our tactics? 

Discuss this and consider what changes 
might be necessary in tactical doctrine and 
methods to fight small scale wars outside 
Europe." 

General conditions for this essay competition will be 
the same as for the 1965 competition and can be 
found in DCI (General) No 12 of December 1964, 

except that the address of the Army Quarterly and 
Defence Journal shown in paragraph 5 is now:--43 
Cardington Street, London, NWI. 

THE STAR AND GARTER JJOME FOR 
DISABLED SAILORS, SOLDIERS AND 

AIRMEN, RICHMOND, SURREY. 

Jubilee Year. 
The Star and Garter Home dominates a large area 

of the Thames Valley. It is is only invisible at the 
height of summer when the trees are in full leaf, 
and in winter when our national enemy fog takes 
over. No one was timid about War Memorials at 
the end of the 1914-1918 war. Sir Edwin Cooper, 
RA, who designed the Home (in terms of the wheel 
chair) as a labour of love, recognised that he had 
a chance not only to produce a building fitting for 
the site, but also a Memorial to help the living. 

The Star and Garter was the name of an ancient 
hostelry, well known for its hospitality, that had 
stood on the site since Henry VIII's days. It was 
closed just before World War I. 

The British Red Cross Society, early in the War, 
faced with the task of setting up permanent homes 
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for increasing numbers of disabled servicemen, seized 
an opportunity, not to be missed, to acquire the site. 
As always, in wartime, appeals for money are not 
refused. Sufficient funds were soon available to buy 
the freehold and to provide for building the present 
Home after the War. Started in 1919, the completed 
building was opened by Their Majesties King George 
V and Queen Mary, in July 1924. 

The building in Neo Georgian style consists of 
nine floors, housing 200 patients, some in open 
wards, but those able to fend for themselves are for 
the most part accommodated in single rooms. 

There is a spacious dining room and a common 
room with facilities for indoor games and concerts. 
TV, Radio, Library, Cinema, Table Tennis, Billiards 
and a fine Chapel all form part of a patient's dail y 
life. There are also organised outings. Visitors are 
welcome. 

Patients are free to come and go as they please 
provided certain medical requirements are observed. 
This is truly a borne from home with a small " h" 
coupled with the daily comradeship which only 
Serviceme'l can know. 

The Home is an almost complete medical unit 
with full facilities for modern physiotherapy and 
occupational therapy. It is not part of the National 
Health Service and from many aspects, chiefly Service 
tradition, it is booed it will never be. 

It depends largely on voluntary contributions 
from the three Services and a generous public. 

Many letters are received from first time visitors 
to the Home. Reactions differ in details, but all 
seem to be overwhelmed by two main factors
the magnificence of the structure, layout and location 
-a'ld the amazing spirit of the patients, who just 
will not let their grievous disablement overcome them. 

The Home has cared for many ex-Regular and 
Territorial soldiers of the ReJ?iment. At present, we 
have Lance Corporal Robert Coutts, aged 61 , No. 
2870313 and John Archibald Hoad, aged 53 who was 
a Company Quartermaster Sergeant in the Gordon 
Highlanders No. 5568741. 

1966 is the Golden Jubilee Year (1916-1966) and 
on this very special occasion it is booed that every
one will remember their old comrades at the Star 
and Garter by giving generously to the Home. They 
have to spend the rest of their days there through 
no fault of their own. 

"GLORY OF THE GORDONS" 
To many of our readers "The Life of a Regi

ment- The History of The Gordon Highlanders" ' in 
5 Volumes covering the years 1794 to ·1945 will be 
well known. The last short History, however was 
published as long ago as 1933 and the need ' of a 
brief up to date Record of the Regiment's Servires 
has now been met with the publication of Mr W. 
Pratt Paul's book. 

The story will be familiar and in commending it 
the Colonel of the Regime'lt writes-"In a history 
as brief as this not everything that makes f<'f suc
cess in war or in the creation of a great Emoire and 
Commonwealth can be depicted-strain and suffer
ing and humour and moments of great elation-but 
this account does give a vivid reminder of the Regi
ment's superb service to the Crown over almost 
two centuries". 

The author, a journalist and writer by profes
sion. set out to write a "oooular" edition of the 
Re!liment's history and his labours are deserving of 
success. To maintain his intention anrl to keeo down 
costs the book contains no maps or illustrations. 

It is published at 12 / 6 by Highland Printers 
Limited, Inverness, but is available to serving soldiers 
for 10 / -. 

REGIMENTAL TIE PINS 
A number of Tie Pins as illustrated are for sale 

at £3 each, from Regimental Headquarters. Viewfield 
Road, Aberdeen . 

The pin is of white gold and the actual size 2t in . 
long and maximum width t in . 

I 

Tie Pin 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE CLUR- CRICKET 1965 
The cricketers had a successful season even 

though there W <!S no Battalion at home to call on 
for players. The Household Brigade were invited to 
play their game against us in Scotland instead of 
our going to Burton Court. It was thought that 
with a Grenadier as GOC-in-C, Scotland, this was 
a good move and the date was fixed to coincide with 
the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards being in Edinburgh 
to receive the new colours. In fact the Household 
Brigade team we played consisted of ten Scots and 
one Coldstreamer, but this should not detract from 
our splendid win by six wickets. After the game, 
which was played at the Grange CC ground, the 
Pipes and Drums of the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards 
beat retreat, which was followed by a joint cocktail 
party at which the GOC-in-C, Sir George Gordon 
Lennox, was our guest. 
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Forbes Arms Holel 
Tel. ROSEHEARTY 208. 

Open to Non-Residents 

Fully Licensed 

LUNCHES, HIGH TEAS and 

DINNERS. 

Parties catered for. 

Cliff View Holel 
Tel. ROSEHEARTY 238. 

Simpson~s Motors 
BUS PROPRIETORS 

41 , 45 and 49 SEATERS 

Our Sun Saloon Coaches 

Available for 

Tours and P arties 

Tel. Nos.: Tel. Nos. : 

ROSEHEARTY 205 MACDUFF 336 

FR ASERBURGH 417 FORRES 2356 

Prop. P. SIMPSON 

57 Union Street, Rosehearty 

The Co-op Bakery Department has on its staff 

confectioners who are the finest of their craft in 

Scotland and you may rest assured that every 

cake is given individual attention. Any special 

requirements are carried out expert:y with that 

pride of craftsmanship which has made our cakes 

famous. 
::: 

Northern Co-op. Soc. 
LTD. 

Bakery Department, Berryden Road 
'Phone: 22341 
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The first day's play against the Lowland Brigade 
was cancelled, because the Merchiston ground was 
waterlogged and at one stage it seemed doubtful if 
it would even be dry enough for the second day. 
However, all was well, and we inflicted a moral 
defeat on the Lowlanders. David Montgomery had 
a splendid season, making a century in this game. 
The last time anybody made a century for the Club 
was in 1958 when Giles Le Maitre, also Black Watch, 
made 115 against the Lowland Brigade. 

It will be noted that we did not play the Grange 
CC in 1965. This was because their ground was 
to have been used for a game-Scotland v. India
which was cancelled owing to the fighting between 
India and Pakistan. That game is now meant to be 
on this year, but we are going to play the Grange 
CC at Merchiston Castle School. 

The search for players goes on each season, so 
if you would like to play or know any players, 
write to Donald Callander. Members of the Club 
are reminded that they are welcome as spectators 
at all games. On the first evening of the game v. 
The Lowland Brigade an informal cocktail party 
is always given by either ourselves or the 
Lowland Brigade Club- no invitations are issued, 
you turn up if you wish . This year the Lowlanders 
are our hosts. 

RESULT8-1965 
23rd June 1965 v. Household Brigade at Raeburn 

Place. Edinburgh-won by 6 wickets. Household 
Brigade 147 (R. Ford 40; T. Usher 4 wickets for 58 
runs; C. Parker 4 wickets for 63 runs). 

Highland Brigade 151 for 4 (R. M. Kinghorn 45 
Not out; Sir David Montgomery 34; C. Parker 33). 

29th/30th July 1965 v. Lowland Brigade at Mer
chiston Castle School-Draw. Highland Brigade 221 
for 4 dec. (Sir David Montgomery 126; J. Dewhurst 
38). 

Lowland Brigade 79 for 7. 
(One day lost through rain and single innings 

match held). 

FIXTURES-1966. 
Wed. 29th June v. Household Brigade at Burton 

Court, Chelsea-11.30 a .m. 
Thur. 28th and Fri. 29th July v. Lowland Brigade 

at Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh-11.30 a.m. 
Sat. 30th July v. Grange Cricket Club at Merchis

ton Castle School, Edinburgh - 11.30 a.m. (N.B. 
not at Raeburn Place. 

Anybody wishing to play please contact:
Major D . F. Callander, MC, 

25 Duke Street, 
EDINBURGH, 1. 

Office Tel. Nos. WAVerley 6894-5. 

QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL, DUNBLANE. 
For the Sons of Scottish Sailors, Soldiers, and Airmen. 

The School was opened by King Edward VII in 
1908 as the Scottish National Memorial to Queen 
Victoria, and to Scottish Servicemen who died in the 
South African War. The original buildings were paid 
for by a Fund raised by public subscription through
out Scotland. It is now maintained out of funds 
voted annually by Parliament, as part of the Army 
Estimates. The administration of the School is the 
responsibility of the Armv, acting on behalf of the 
other Services. The administrative staff is civilian. 

The School provides free boarding-school educa
tion for the sons of Scottish Sailors, Soldiers, and 
Airmen who are serving. or have served, in the 

ranks of the Regular Forces, and for the sons of 
non-Scotsmen who are serving, or have served, as 
regulars in Scottish Regiments. The sons of Officers 
are only eligible if their fathers have served not less 
than four years in the ranks as regulars. Particular 
consideration is given to the applications of those 
whose fathers are still serving and are liable for 
overseas posting, and to those whose fathers have 
died . The Service record of the father is also taken 
into consideration. 

The Patron of the School is HRH Prince Philip 
and the government of the School, under Royal 
Warrant, is vested in a Board of Commissioners of 
which the Secretary of State for Scotland is Presi
dent. 

Boys may be registered for entry after their 
seventh birthday and successful applicants are nor
mally admitted between the ages of nine and a half 
and ten and a half. There are a very few vacancies 
each year for boys up to thirteen. New boys are 
admitted at the beginning of the Christmas Term 
each September. Selections for admission are made 
by a Commissioners' Admissions Board which sits 
at the School each May. The closing date for 
applications each year is 31st March. 

A two-year Primary course is followed by either 
a Junior Secondary or Senior Secondary education. 
Boys leave the School at various ages between fifteen 
and eighteen according to their academic ability and 
choice of career. Those who reach a suitable stan
dard may be prepared for entry to Universities or 
Service Cad.et Colleges. Every assistance and en
couragement is given to those boys who wish to 
make one of the Fighting Services their career, but 
there is no compulsion or obligation to do this. 

There are two hundred and fifty boys at the 
School, in four Houses, the Junior House taking all 
boys under about twelve years. There are excellent 
facilities for a wide range of games, hobbies, and 
cultural activities. 

The School is organised as a normal boys' Board
ing School with the addition of certain Service 
symbols, customs, and traditions. 

Application forms for entry may be obtained by 
writing to The Commandant, Queen Victoria School 
Dunblane, Perthshire. ' 

"FAREWELL TO THE 51st (IDGHLAND) 
DIVISION". 

A competition is to be held to find the best 
piping tune, with the above title to commemorate 
the end of the 51st Highland Division as a formation. 

The closing date for entries will be I st July 1966. 
The tune s!10uld be a two-parted March in three

four time; the manuscript to be placed in a sealed 
envelope and this and the comooser's name to be 
placed in another envelope and forwarded to:-

THE ARMY SCHOOL OF PIPING, 
THE CASTLE, 

EDINBURGH. 
Only those who have served in, or are still serv

ing in the Re~ular or Territorial Army, may enter. 
Unit, or previous Unit, should be sent in with the 
composer's name. 

There is no limit to the number of entries any 
individual may put forward. 

The manuscript should only contain the written 
score. 

A £10 prize for the winning entry will be pre
sented by Maior General I. A. Robertson, MBE, late 
GOC. 51 Highland Division. 
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Dry Cleaned Clothes

* look smarter 

* last longer 
when dry cleaned by-

CLAREMONT 
THE CLEANERS 

40 CLAREMONT STREET 
and 

450 UNION ST. ST. NICHOLAS ST. 
27 ROSEMOUNT VIADUCT 

THE SQUARE, CULTS 
Telephone 52255 

Also the 

CLAREMONT CLEANING CENTRE 
at 105 Victoria Road, Torry 

(Tel. 20532) 
for COIN-UP LAUNDRETTE, DRY 

CLEANING and LAUNDRY. 

There can be no dou bting our claim that THE ROYAL 
OAK attracts a complete cross-section of visito;s and 
residents in Aberdeen. 

Of co.use, we have facilities to cater for all their tastes 
but to our minds it is I HE SERVICE THAT COUNf· . 

Overseas visitors come to see us- and co:ne ag .. in. So 
too, do those from all parts of Great Bri tain; anj the folk 
of Aberdeen know that there is always a welcome at THE 
ROYAL OAK. 

Whether the party be large or small we can cater for 
them an:t every individual customer gets our :De.sonal 
attention. 

At your service continuously 9 a.m. to 11 P.m. 
Open now Sundays from 5 p.m. 

All departments fully licensed. 
Supper Dance in Hall nightly incl.Jding Sunday. 

52 CASTLE STREET ~and 
3-9 MARISCHAL STREET, ABERDEEN 
Pro-,. : R . G . Courage. p ··one. 20168. 

ANY DAY 

IS FEAST DAY WITH 

ROSS 
Chi eli en & Frozen Food 

Caterers for Retail and 

Wholesale Trade 

PHONE: BUCKSBURN 2831 

Established 1878 

UOLESLTD 
Shirt and Pyjama Makers 

131 Sloane St., London, S.W.l 
Phone: SLO 7564 

and 

147 Knightsbridge, London, 
S.W.1 

Phone: KEN 4798 KEN 8552 

Dressing Gowns - Hosiery - Pullovers 

Gloves - Neckwear 

Regimental Shirtmakers 
to the 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
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OFFICERS' LOCATIONS 
AS AT 1ST FEBRUARY, 1966 

REGULAR OFFICERS 
Rank, Initials, Name and Decorations 
Lieutenant Colonel C. N . BARKER, MBE, MC 
Lieutenant Colonel R. W. SMITH 
Lieutenant Colonel E. E. TOMS 
Lieutenant Colonel J. NEISH 
Major R. F. DAVIES 
Major J. D . S. YOUNG 

Lieutenant Colonel I. C. S. MUNRO 
Major M. A. C. STEPHEN 
Major A. J . C. RICHARDSON 
Major R. A. NICKSON, MC 
Major J . A. G. TINDALL 
Major M. H . BURGE 
Major A. T. C. BROWN 
Major D . H. W. BROWN, MC 
Major I. McK. ROBERTSON 
L/Lieutenant Colonel R. C. B. CHANCELLOR, 

MBE 
L/Lieutenant Colonel J. J. H . SIMPSON 
Major M. M. MAKGILL CRIGHTON MAITLAND 
Major J . T. D . DURBIN 
Major R. D . L. SMART 
Major I. D. MARTINEAU 

Major D. G. B. SAUNDERS 
Major C. 1. D. GORDON-STEWARD 
Major R. W. C. MURISON 
Captain M. M. CRUICKSHANK 
Captain E . F. GORDON 
Captain W. D. R. WEST 
Captain B. G . PATON 
T / Major P. W. GRAHAM 
Captain A. N. M. SCOTT 
Captain K. I. H . LUMSDEN 
Captain R . G. D . BRUCE 
Captain N. F. M. OXLEY 
Captain I. Ff, EMING, MA 
Captain T. H . G . DUKE 
Captain C. H . VAN DER NOOT 
Captain R. S. FA WCUS 
T /Captain D . M. H. DU BOULAY 
Lieutenant A. M. CUMMING 
Lieutenant D . H . WHITE 
Lieutenant G . H . PEEBLES 
Lieutenant R. M. KINGHORN 
Lieutenant J. R. URQUHART 
Lieutenant l. G. H. WALLACE 
Lieutenant R. S. HUNTER-BLAIR 
Lieutenant C. LYON 
Lieutenant A. W. DUNCAN 
Lieutenant D. M. NAPIER 
Lieutenant R. D . ORD 
2/ Lieutenant M. N. B. N. ROSS 
2/Lieutenant M. P. TAITT 
2 ' Lieutenant F. D. H . IRVINE 
2/ Lieutenant A. I. 0 . FORBES 
Lientenant Colonel (QM) F . KERNOHAN 
Major (QM) R. B. WILKINSON 
Major (QM) C. MICHIE, MBE 
Captain (OM) G . DUNN 
Captain (QM) W. J. R. DAWSON 

Present Location 
Ministry of Defence 
HQ 51 (Highland) Division /District 
Commanding 3rd Bn The Gordon Highlanders (T A) 
Commanding 1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Camp Commandant, Scottish Command 
Camp Commandant, Allied Land Forces Central 

Europe 
Exercise Planning Staff HQ BAOR 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Armament Research and Development Esta blishment 
British Military Mission, Libya. 
DAQMG (Movements) HQ BAOR . 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Army Air Corps 
Brigade Major, 125 Infantry Brigade (TA) 
Aberdeen University OTC 

Staff College, Camberley 
Staff College, Camberley 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Ministry of Defence, Malaysia 
DAAG Highland Brigade 
Training Major / Adjutant, 1st Bn The London Scot 

tish (TA) 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Ministry of Defence 
Adjutant, Highland Brigade Depot 
Malaysia Ranger~ 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Malaysia Rangers 
HQ Edinburgh Area 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Highland Brigade Depot 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
82 Army Youth Team 
Highland Brigade Depot 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
All Arms Junior Leaders Regiment. Tonfanau 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
I st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Hiehlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Allied Land Forces Central Europe 
1st Bn The London Scottish (TA) 
1st Bn The Gordon Hiehlanders 
1st Bn The Gordon Hi~hlanders 
3rd Bn The Gordon Highlanders (TA) 

SHORT SERVICE & EXTENDED SERVICE OFF FICERS 
T /Lieutenant Colonel C. D . A. PROVO. MBE 
Major G . DUNCAN 
Lieutenant R. J . GERRARD 
2 /Lieutenant A. W. DUNCAN 

Ministrv of Defence 
HQ 1 (BR) Corps 
1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Malaysia Rangers 
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REGIMENTAL CREST 

WALL PLAQUES 

7" x 5" upwards from 32/6 
plus postage 

CAR BADGES 

35/- plus postage 

Also available for any 

University, College or Clan 

TAJ!LOB'S 
ART SALON 

45-55 SCHOOLIITLL, 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND 

By Appointment tO 

Burnett Arms 
Hotel 
Banchory 
A.A., R.A.C. and R.S.A.C. Hotel 

ROYAL DEESIDE SCOTLAND 

This delightful hotel is situated in the centre 
of Banchory 18 miles from Aberdeen and has 
all the amenities that make for an enjoyable 
holiday. 17 bedrooms. Central Heating. 
Excellent Chef. Attractive Cocktail Bar. 

The resident proprietors Mr. & 
Mrs. G. A. Hewitt and their staff 
will make you very welcome indeed. 

Banchory has an excellent 18 hole Golf 
Course- open to visitors, just a few minutes 
walk from the hotel. You can also fish , play 
tennis or bowl and of course Banchory is 
ideally situated for touring the rest of Royal 

Deeside. 

Go1::l and Silver Lace.uen 

Her Majesty The Queen: 
and Upholstery Trimmings 

Manufacturers 

Toye, Kenning & Spencer, 
Ltd. 

52 ST. ENOCH SQUARE, GLASGOW, C.l. 
Phone S.T.D . Code 041 CEN. 1240 

CEREMONIAL REGALIA 
MANFACTURERS 

Naval, Military and Air Force insignia for Britisb and 

Allie~ Governments. 

Goldsmiths, Silversmiths, Metal Workers and Engravers. 

REGIMENTAL COLOURS and PIPERS 
BANNERS 

Cups, Medals, Plaques, Tankards, etc., for Mess Trophies 

and Sports Prizes. 

Factories and Branches: London : Bjrmingham : Bedworth 

Glasgow : Liverpool : Manchester : And at Johannesburg, 

South Africa. 
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GAZETTE 
REGULAR ARMY 

The following 0 / Cdt from Mons Officer Cadet 
School, to be 2nd Lt, 9th October 1965-Alan Wal
lace Duncan (479794) (Direct Entry)-Short Service 
Commission. 

Lt C. H. Van Der Noot (463410) to be Captain, 
18th December 1965. 

2nd Lt D. M. Napier (476591) to be Lt, 31st 
January 1966. 

2nd Lt R. D . Ord (476598) to be Lt, 31st 
December 1965. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE 
Maj. J. P. P. Taylor (67198) having attained the 

age limit ceases to belong to the Res. of Officers, 9th 
December 1966. 

. Maj. (Hon. Lt-Col) J. H . S. Turnbull , MC (72893) 
having attained the age limit, ceases to belong to the 
Res. of Officers. I Oth January 1966. 

2nd Lt P. H. Mahon (473536) from Active List, 
to be 2nd Lt, 22nd November 1965-Short Service 
Commission. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY 
Lt R. D. Buchan (463253) to be Captain, I st July 

1965. 
23173145 Pte John Kay Fowlie (480109) to be 

2nd Lt (on probation), 27th August 1965. 
23871464 L /Cpl Euan Harvie-Watt (480508) to 

be 2nd Lt (on probation), 20th October 1965. 
23828331 L /Cpl Wallace Law (480509) to be 2nd 

Lt (on probation), 20th October 1965. 

Lt D. A. Young (464811) to be Captain, 1st 
November 1965. 

Capt N. S. Thornton-Kemsley (444586) from TA 
Res. of Officers, R . Signals to be Captain, 1st 
December 1965, with seniority 13th January 1962. 

23980070 Pte Peter Riach Barclay (480800) to 
be 2nd Lt (on probation), 20th November 1965. 

Lt A. D. Simpson (468220) to be Captain, 8th 
November 1965. 

Lt J . C. Hutchison (471495) to be Captain, 15th 
November 1965. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
Lt F. D. Morgan (71571) having attained the 

age limit, ceases to belong to theTA Res. of Officers, 
12th November 1965, retaining the rank of Lt. 

Lt A. B. Angus (98952) having attained the age 
limit, ceases to belong to the TA Res. of Officers, 
22nd December 1965, retaining the rank of Lt. 

Capt (Hon Maj) R. Rae (88274) having attained 
th_e age limit, ceases to belong to the T A Res. of 
Officers, 24th December 1965, retaining the hon rank 
of Maj. 

Capt J . W. Gordon (447070) from Active List to 
be Capt, 3rd December 1965. 

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES 
Her Majesty The Queen has been graciously 

pleased to approve the above award in recognition 
of gallant and distinguished service in the Borneo 
Territories during; the period, 24th December 1964, 
to 23rd June 1965, to 14042519 Warrant Officer Class 
II John Donald, The Gordon Highlanders. 

1st BATTALION 
EDITORIAL 

" Oh it's 'Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' 
Tommy, go away,' 

But it's 'Thank you, Mr Atkins ' when the 
band begins to play." 

(Kipling). 
Whatever the task on active service, and how

ever dull it may seem, there is always a sense of 
purpose and achievement which is felt by everyone. 
When one returns home, the benefits of "civiliza
tion", family and comfort are waiting, welcome. but 
they cannot fill one vacuum; the satisfaction of doing 
a worthwhile job. 

Thus we experience the continuous frustration 
that many of us associate with peacetime soldiering. 

But a warm welcome home means a tremendous 
amount, and that is why we are so grateful to the 
peoole of the North East. They always succeed in 
m'lkirtg; us feel like long lost members of the family 
(Prodigal Sons thou11h we may be) in spite of our 
continual !!lobe trottings which enable us to see so 
little of them. 

Throughout our tour we have valued the sup
port givert to us by all: bv our friends in the local 
press and television establishments, and fc>r all those 
who so very kindly sent books to us in Borneo. It 
will be grand to see vou all a~ain! 

Our last edition described the first of our two 
tours on the border with Indonesia. It mav be 
remembered that it was a largely uneventful time, 
and that there were practically no enemy to make 

our lives exciting. We had hoped for a more interest
ing time when we moved to Central Brigade, in the 
4th Division of Sarawak. In a way we were dis
appointed, but it had its compensations. 

Whereas in East Brigade the border area had 
been cleared of natives, and we seldom saw them, 
in Central Brigade we were lucky to have good 
contact with several of the fascinating peoples who 

HRH The Duke of Gloucester meets Corporal C. 
Gallal?her at J esselton 

Othel'l (L. to R.)- 2 / lle>t. D . M. Napier; R.S.M. L . Dunn, 
BEM; WO U A. Heffren and Sat w. Fraser. 
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A well-known figure within the Battalion 

lived in the area. These included Kelabits, Sabaans, 
Kenyans and the primitive Punans, a nomadic tribe 
regarded by the others as being litile more than 
ape men. Many of the battalion enjoyed visits to 
Jonghouses, and these occasions were usually an 
excuse for the headman to throw a party. 

There was also in Central Brigade the advantage 
of experiencing far more inter-Service work and 
co-operation than most of us had come across before. 
The Royal Air Force detachment was small, and 
because of its work we saw little of it but we always 
had elements of 848 Naval Air Commando Squad
ron, with their "Wessex" helicopters on station. These 
men, with their wide experience and different out
look on many things which an infantry battalion 
operating on its own begins to get fixed ideas about. 
did much to stop us getting too insular and intro
spective. The excellent service they provided, trans
porting troops and equipment all over the border 
area, their assured flying in difficult conditions, and 
above all their will, and abilitv, to "get through" 
when others might well have failed or have declined 
the challenge, earned them the appreciation and 
gratitude of all. 

And the Indonesians of course were there, just 
over that ridge. For mo~.t of our time we were 
confronted by elements of two ordinary infantry 
regiments, whom we found were somewhat mediocre 
and tame, and also some of the RPKAD, the crack 
Indonesian para-commando unit. We had to keep on 
our toes for them. 

But just before we arrived in Central Brigade the 
September 30th Coup took place, and the pressure 

on Malaysia collapsed like a deflated balloon. The 
RPKAD were flown back to Java to deal with their 
own troubles, and did not return until January. So 
with the Indonesian enthusiasm almost gone it was 
back to the old routine of East Brigade; patrol, 
ambush, patrol, ambush , and almost always "Nothing 
to report". 

The spirit .remained willing, and we patrolled on 
to the end, always alert for a possible incursion. It 
had been a lo;-ng and unproductive year, if not un
rewarding, and we were very glad to see those 
Gurkhas come in again to relieve us . But, thank 
God, we all returned safe and sound. 

A month by month record of the main events 
follows:-

SEPTEMBER 
Our period of rest and retraining at Kota Belud 

passed quickly. The emphasis was upon rest. Com
panies visited Jesselton where favourite haunts were 
visited, the bright lights were seen, much money was 
spent and sore heads became the order of the day. 
Meanwhile those left behind indulged in games and 
sports and on one afternoon were entertained by 
Mr Acker Bilk and his Paramount Jazz Band. A 
party, led by the Padre and Paymaster, managed to 
visit Hong Kong where they were able to see the 
land of Suzie Wong and also to renew acquaintances 
with old faces from the platoon of 1st Bn South 
Wales Borderers who had been attached to us from 
March to early September. While all this non 
military activity was taking place others were making 
preparations for the next move to Central Brigade. 
Reconnaisance parties carried out fleeting visits to 
the new area and returned with r.'!tails and stories 
of what the new area held in store for us and also 
news of the delightful climate that the highlands of 
the 4th Division of Sarawak offered. 

OCTOBER 
The month started with our saying farewell to 

Regimental Sergeant Major J. Innes. An appropriate 
farewell party, which lasted into the small hours 
of the morning, was held in the Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants Mess. He was seen away by 
the whole battalion. No longer was a chair carried 
shoulder high, used for this purpose. Instead one of 
our Sioux helicopters lifted him from outside the 
Mess direct to Jesselton airport. Times have changed! 
We were indeed very sorry to see him leave and we 
would like to thank him, rather belatedly. for all he 
has done for the Regiment, and the battalion in 
particular, during his service. At the same time we 
congratulated CSM L. Dunr1 , BEM, on his promo
tion and appointment as RSM. Yet again we have 
an RSM whose brother has also been RSM of the 
battalion. We are indeed a family regiment. 

We were honoured by a visit to the battalion by 
Mr Peter Lo, the Chief Minister of Sabah. He 
toured the camp, spoke to many, fired an Armafite 
rifle on the range and finally, in the presence of the 
battalion, presented a Sa bah State Plaque to the Com
manding Officer in recognition of our service in 
Sabah against Indonesian confrontation. 

Mid October saw the battalion on the move 
again, this time to our new ooerational area. Of 
the many moves that the battalion has undertaken 
in the past three years this must surely have been 
the most complicated. Although the distance in
volved, as the crow flies, was little more than 17S 
miles, we found ourselves moving by road , British 
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Eagle Britannias, Royal Air Force and Royal Malay
sian Air Force Twin Pioneers, Royal Naval heli
copters, the new Landing Ship Logistic-"Sir 
Lancelot" and finally a Landing Ship Tank. Coupled 
with all this we had to hand over Paradise Camp, 
to which many of us by that time had become 
attached, to 1st Bn Durham Light Infantry who had 
arrived from Hong Kong. As all movement to the 
forward areas was restricted to air we were entirely 
dependant upon the weather. This played havoc 
with all our plans and at one stage it was difficult 
to decide exactly where the battalion was located. 
On no less than three occas ions the battalion repre
sentative at Brunei airport saw the familiar faces 
from one company passing through in an aircraft 
in the wrong direction. Eventually the chaos righted 
itself and the take-over from the Gurkhas was com
plete. It was then a case of "getting to know the 
area". We also had to learn many new tricks of 
the trade, especially when we found we were so 
dependant upon air supply. Soon we found ourselves 
experts at retrieving RAF supply drops- some, dare 
we say it, which landed in the most unprecedented 
places. Nevetheless, it would be wrong not to con
gratulate and thank the many RAF pilots and crews 
of the Beverley's who have, throughout the whole of 
the second operational tour, kept us supplied by air 
drop with all our needs. 

NOVEMBER 
On checking through our archives there appears 

to be little that one can say except that this was a 
quiet month. Although this may be true as a general 
statement it must not be forgotten that at all times 
some patrol from the battalion was slowly wending 
its way along the 80 odd miles of border ridge in 
the battalion area on the never ending task of watch
ing for signs of an Indonesian incursion . Patrols in 
this highland area were to find them~elves battling 
against steep slopes and hills, rising in some cases 
to well over 8,000 ft. The probleiT!. of heat exhaus
tion was one that never arose but the unbelievable 
cold of nights took its place. Despite a ll the patrol
ling which took place it was always the same old 
story-"Nothing to report". When would our luck 
change? 

DECEMBER 
Although patrolling continued without respite a 

good deal of time was spent in planning and prepar
ing for the fo rthcoming Christmas season. Orders for 
"festive cheer"- both liquid and solid , were passed 
to our B Echelon in the heat of Brunei town, who 
in turn made the necessarv arrangements for their 
delivery by air drop. B Echelon also mana,ed to 
filter forward, as unofficial payload on aircraft, suf
ficie'lt liquid refreshment to ensure that our usual 
weekly ra tion of ten tins per man (both soft and 
alcoholic) was increased . During off duty hours in 
Bario the strains of Chri<. tmas carols, bein11: prac
tised by the choir, could be heard from one direction 
while elsewhere rehearsals for the battalion Panto
m;me-"Puss in Jungle Boots" were taking place. 
This stupendous and lavish production, produced by 
Staff Sergeant H . Sheather, REME, of our Air 
Platoon, was very much a joint service affair. Where 
else could one find a Fairy Godmother hidden be
hind an enormous Naval beard arriving on the stage 
on a model helicopter? Complete with its own 
props, the pantomime toured all company locations 
in a Wessex helicopter piloted by none. else than the 
Fairy Godmother. The main celebrations were 

centred around Christmas. The Padre held services 
at all locations. The Brigade Commander, Brigadier 
D . G . House, OBE, MC, found time to pay flying 
visits to all companies. A number of officers and 
other ranks, who had been interviewed earlier, were 
heard on the programme "Down Borneo Way" in the 
Forces service of Radio Brunei. 

JANUARY 
Partly due to the acute shortage of the neces

sary liquid the New Year was seen in quietly 
throughout the battalion. At Bario an unexpected 
"stand to"-later found to be due to two exploding 
cans in a fire, allowed everyone to at least see in the 
New Year, but sadly without the usual festivities. 

Throughout the month we continued to receive 
the usual flood of visitors which is such a part of 
the life in Borneo. Visitors of all descriptions 
travelled throughout the battalion's area. During 
the early part of the month we were again visited 
by the Commander in Chief, Far East, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir John Grandy, KCB, KBE, DSO, to
gether with the Director of Borneo Operations, 
Major General G. H . Lea, CB, DSO, MBE. It was 
most unfortunate that the planned visit of the Colonel 
in Chief, His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Gloucester, to the battalion had to be cancelled. 
However a representative party of officers and all 
ranks, led by the Commanding Officer, managed to 
reach Jesselton where they all had the honour ot 
lunching with the Colonel in Chief. 

FEBRUARY 
The start of the month finds everyone in a 

feverish state of packing. Already certain stores 
have been returned . Various officers and men have 
left to form the necessary movement control centres 
that are required for such a complicated move. 
Advance parties from the relieving unit have arrived 
and have taken over. The instructions for our move 
to Singapore have been issued and the dates for our 
flights home to Edinburgh are known . We are there
fore on our way home at last after a year which has 
been a unique experience for us all. 

In conclusion we would like to think that our 
time has not been wasted. Although we have only 
had two contacts with the enemy it is only right 
that we should remember that every man in the 
battalion, whether he has been patrolling, cooking 
or undertakin g some of the many other tasks in an 
infantry battalion, has played some part in helping 
to stop Indonesian co'l frontation a"ainst the Borneo 
states. The most comforting thought is that all this 
has been achieved without a single casualty within 
the battalion. For this we must all be truly thankful. 

REGIMENTAL SERGEA~T MAJOR L. DUNN, 
BEM. 

The new Regimental Sergeant Major assumed the 
appointme:1t in September 1965 whilst the battalion 
was at Kota Belud between our two operational tours 
in Borneo. 

The brothers Dunn are rightly among the best 
known of the battalion personalities, but originate 
from the north of England. This particular one 
joined the Lancashire Fusiliers in November 1938 
but transferred to the Regiment and the 1st Bat
talion in February 1939. 

He first saw action with the battalion during the 
war in Sicily in 1943. He the• rem "l ined with the 
battalion when it returned to the United Kingdom 
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and again when it moved to the Normandy bridge
head in June 1944. He continued to serve with the 
battalion throughout the campaign in Normandy, 
France, Belgium and Germany. In 1946 he was 
promoted Sergeant and served in the carrier platoon . 

Leaving Germany with the battalion in 1950 he 
moved with them to Malaya and subsequently 
Cyprus. In Cyprus he was awarded the British 
Empire Medal for his cool and resourceful action 
during the tragic mountain fire in which a number 
of men of the battalion were killed . 

In 1959, after sixteen years unbroken service with 
the battalion, he left to become a Permanent Staff 
Instructor with 1st Battalion London Scottish (TA). 
In 1961 he ,returned to the battalion and served with 
them in Kenya. He has remained with them ever 
since. 

RSM Dunn was married in 1957, and is now the 
father of two children . We wi~h him many con
gratulations on his appointment, and every good 
wish for a successful tour as RSM of the I st Bat
talion. 

TAC HQ 
Commanding Officer : Lieutenant Colonel J. Neish. 
Adjutant: T / Major P . W. Graham. 
Intelligence Officer : Lieutenant J. R. Urquhart. 
Padre: Rev. W. G. A. Wright, MBE, RAChD. 
Medical Officer : Captain R. J. Stewart, RAMC. 
Camp Commandant: Major M. M. Mackgiii-

Crighton-Maitland. 
Regimenta l Signal Officer: Captain R . G . D . Bruce. 
Reconnaissance Platoon Commander: T / Captain 

R. S. Fawcus. 
Regimental Sergeant Maior : RSM L. Dunn, BEM. 
Camp Sergeant Major: WO II G. Symon. 
Camp Quarter Master Sergeant: WO II A. Heffren. 

"Air drops, paludrine, baked beans and 
sausages, 

Border Scouts and Wessex pilots, all are 
here. 

Agh Colonel 'Ow we love jungle juice and 
Armalites 

Stand To's dhobi girls and Tiger Beer." 

The writer of these notes apologises for the use 
of the above verse, written for the Christmas Pan
tomime, but it aptly sums up the activity at Tac HQ 
over the past four months. 

With the party almost over we are beginning to 
recount the various incident~ which helped to 
brighten our lives during our tour in Bario. No 

. C/Sergeant P. Cameron, Intelligence Section 

doubt in the next few months many pints will be 
raised elbow high and the populace in the regimental 
area lectured on our way of life in Borneo. 

The voice of WO II G. Symon, summoning 
'"Wullie" for his third cup of tea during the mid
morning break , and in so doing arousing the whole 
camp, will long be remembered. So will his Christ
mas morning muster parade when all ranks were 
ordered to have "A Happy Christmas". We were 
indeed very pleased to see him back with us again. 
and even more delighted that he now has his new 
"Set". 

After three and a half months in Bario we are 
certain that many people are well qualified for other 
jobs once they leave the service. We feel sure that 
Cpl J. Gallagher would make a profit for any air
line after his excellent work as Airport Manager 
arranging our air travel throughout the battalion 
area. 

" Mr Pastry"-in other words SQMS J. Greaves. 
ACC, and his merry men have done wonders with 
their ali-in stews and compo. On the barter side we 
feel sure he could talk Mr Charles Clore into any
thing for we were never without fresh fruit. Unfor
tunately we never ran out of compo "Beans and 
Hangers" which on the credit side resulted in a 
number of well-built officers loosing weight. The 
effect of being on compo rations for three days a 
week showed some incredible results . For instance 
on a Monday morning, when the egg supply for the 
Officer's Mess was limited, the Padre, who was 
always first into breakfast, met numerous members 
whom he never saw again at breakfast until after 
the fresh supplies had been air dropped on a Wednes
day. 

It was good to have the Orderly Room· with us 
at the sharp end . They helped ensure that the 
paoer manufacturers for Her Ma.iesty's Stationery 
Office showed a good profit for the year. Unfor
tunately they left us towards the end of the year. 
and mi~rated like a tribe of nomads to the swelter
ing climate of Brunei town . As a result of their 
departure we were able to pay off two of the local 
civilians employed as rubbish bin emptiers. 

The Signals Platoon now appear to be well 
qualified as interior decorators, scroungers and 
steeolejacks. Their signals shack was the envv of all 
visiting "Prontos" with its panelled surroundings in 
a delicate shade of army pink and black black. We 
must also not forget to mention the beautiful cur
tains and cushions, delicately stitched by nimble 
hands, from material which resembled very fine 
GPO Airmail bags! When not employed as interior 
decorators they were found balancing precariously 
on poles erecting strange looking objects, V~<hich 
re~embled modern sculpture, but which the Signals 
Officer assured us were "antennas"-whatever they 
might be. One member of the Signals Platoon who 
survived well on the Borneo bill of fare was L /Cpl 
J . Botterill who had to have a tailored suit of jungle 
clothing air dropped to him once a month! 

The Intelligence Section, the brains of Tac HQ, 
were seriously handicapped when Pte "The unknown 
~tation" J. Moir left on the advance party. Since 
his departure it has been felt that the camp defence 
radio net, and in particular the role of the 2-inch 
mortar, has been seriously handicapped. Pte Muir's 
defe11sive fire re~ister for this weapon would have 
startled any Indonesian. It was a pity that he was 
never able to fire it. We have heard that Cpl T. 
Lindley, of the section, is about to pound the 
beaches ofHythe learning all about weapons and ia 
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then going to seek his luck with a rifle company. 
Pte D. Watt has apparently been counting the days 
to do as we gather he has an important engagement 
to fill on his return to the United Kingdom. The 
Intelligence Officer became incredibly weight con
scious and is now scarcely recognisable after his 
''toughy" course". Nevertheless he still holds the 
record for writing private letters and has just com
pleted his 500th. We know why the remainder of us 
always seem to be so busy! Anyway he should have 
a great future in the Orderly Room. 

Our doctor and his crazy ga..ng, who have been 
seen rushing around the camp area- up and down 
the duck boards, clutching a butterfly net, have had 
quite an exacting time. Judging by the number of 
local civilians who appeared for an issue of the 
doctor's magic pills they will certainly be missed. It 
should be duly recorded that for the last month of 
our tour the doctor never missed his helicopter and 
was never left stranded at a company location. A 
great improvement. 

The "tough eggs" of Tac - the Reconnais
sance Platoon, under Captain R. S. Fawcus, proved 
the most elusive members of Tac HQ. Every now 
and again they disappeared- covered with a medical 
green stain, into the inner depths of the jungle 
whence they returned looking exceedingly rugged. 
At other times they were seen on the airstrip per
forming some most extraordinary feats and move
ments, which we gather had something to do with 
their role. Their "sniffers"- alias the tracker dogs, 
proved valuable by ensuring that the officers were 
kept awake at nights and that they got up bright 
and early in the morning. Whoever sited the kennels 
right alongside the officers' lines? 

The RSM must surely have qualified for the job 
of consultant engineer in the rebuilding of Hadrian's 
Wall. The English would never get in again if the 
RSM is allowed to build sangers. 

There were many others who formed part of Tac 
HQ and who quietly went about their business, 
thereby ensuring that the "hub" of the battalion 
functioned . The storemen, clerks, water duties men. 
waiters and a host of others all played a part in 
combatting Indonesian confrontation. 

Soon, all that has been mentioned will only be 
memories as we sit round the fires at home shiver
ing with cold and wishing we were back in the 
warmth of Bario. It certainly has been an exoerience. 
No doubt countless children and grandchildren will 
be hearing about it for years to come. 

AIR PLATOON 
Platoon Commander: Captain A. B. Bower, PWO. 
Second in Command: Lieutenant S. W. St. J. Lytle. 

R IR F. 

"Goodbye Kalabakan" . The Air Platoon had en
joyed their stay at Kalabakan, which had been the 
ideal place for our initiation. Lots of work had 
been done by all the members of the Platoon. during 
the four months there we flew a total of 394 hours 
on 422 sorties. 

Everyone was pleased to get to Kota Belud for 
some rest and retraining. Corporal F. Baird left on a 
Military Training Course at the REME Training 
Centre, Sint?;apore, where he received an excellent 
grading. The technicians and ground handlers split 
into two crews, one based at Jesselton and one at 
Kota Belud. Halfway through the period they 
changed around so that everyone had orne time 

in Jesselton. However the pilots were the ones who 
gained most benefit as a "Pony Express" service was 
operated daily which enabled the pilot to spend most 
of the day on the beach. Lt S. Lytle was particularly 
lucky as he met the future Mrs Lytle in Jesselton . 

This is why we are having so much difficulty with 
him now. "It must be love". 

We are all very pleased about the engagement 
and wish both Pam and Simon the very best in 
the future. 

Bario provided fresh ground and with the greater 
heights and heavier passengers(!), flying became more 
exacting. A great loss to the Platoon was "Uncle 
Harry" Sheather who n-ot only proved his worth as 
an artificer but also joined in many batallion 
activities. In his stead we welcome Sgt. O'Driscoll, 
REME, who will provide the technical knowledge 
until the end of the tour and then go with the 
Platoon to the I st Bn Durham Light Infantry. 

As the Platoon Commander I would like to take 
this opportunity on behalf of all the "Mash" mem
bers of the Air Platoon to express our gratitude to 
the battalion for making our attachment such a 
pleasant and easy one. From our first dealings we 
have had nothing but the best treatment. Two very 
good examples are Lance Corporals R. Scott and 
A. Henderson, both excellent soldiers who were made 
ground handlers and throughout the tour have been 
willing to learn and can now be termed experts. 

Finally Captain G . Dunn who has looked after 
the management of all the stores, allowing the 
Platoon to get on with the job. Thank you. 

CHURCH NOTES 
A parson without a church but not without a 

job. This describes the ministry during the last stage 
of our stay in Borneo. And yet once more in a long 
ministry in the Army the Padre experiences both 
what it is to miss a base for his operations and also 
how to do without one! 

But there were the> compensations, and each Com
pany provided a different characteristic, e.g. "A" 
Company with its hill-side congregation- (0 for 
the simple eloquence that would inspire such an 
attentive group!). Or "B" Company with its central 
pulpit embellished with a light-weight Army blanket, 
reminiscent. of the green plush that used to cover 
bible-boards in churches at home; how did WO II 
W. Freeman and Sgt R . Slade know the importance 
of that central pulpit so dear to Scottish ecclesiastical 
hearts? But what was under the blanket, supporting 
the cloth? Some say it was empty beer-cans; the 
Padre dare not look! Or yet again "D" Company 
with its indigenous choir all ready to lift the in
visible rafters, 2/Lt Mike Taitt leading off "Stand 
up! stand up! .. . " as if it were a heavenly order 
that must be obeyed! 

Christmas was memorable, to say the least. The 
Choir, conducted for the most part by S /Sgt 
Sheather of the Air Platoon, scored vocal successes 
during rehearsals, whatever the final results on the 
nights of 23rd December and Christmas Eve. We 
were even recorded for Radio Brunei and one under
stands that the medley of melodies actually reached 
the U.K. Torchlight and candlelight in Chinese lan
terns illuminated the carol-sheets on the Camp Square 
at Tac HQ and the winding uphill path to "D" 
Comoany who, asked to sing a carol to the choir, 
greatly excelled the "professionals". 

Is this the place for the Padre to expres hi~ 
thank to all who supported him, especially the 
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vocalists, not forgetting the personnel of 848 NACS, 
during Christrpas activities, climaxed by their efforts 
for the Midnight Service on Christmas Eve? If it is, 
he does so most heartily. 

What minister in the U.K. can cover a hundred 
miles or so in a morning and early afternoon, taking 
five Services in different places? This is what the 
Padre did on Christmas Day, thanks to the kindly 
foresight of the CO and the "planners" and "taskers" 
of Tac HQ, who put a Sioux helicopter at his dis
posal (and thanks too to Capt. Alan Bower) so that 
no location would be without a visit from the Padre. 
Greatly appreciated was the "Welcome Padre" traced 
out in white powder on the chopper-pad as the Sioux 
descended on a detachment of " D" Company. 

And now, as R. L. Stevenson once said, "the 
great affair is to move", though he did say that 
for his part he travelled not to go anywhere but 
just to go-for travel's sake! We have a different 
motive- and now look forward to a spell of home 
and home comforts and all the rest. 

"The culminating pleasure 
That we treasure beyond measure 
Is the gratifying feeling that our duty 

has been done." 
(W. S. Gilbert). 

"A" COMPANY 
Officer Commanding: Major D. G. B. Saunders. 
Company 2IC: Captain A. N . M. Scott. 
Company Sergeant Major : WO II R. D. Strachan. 
Company Quartermaster Sergeant: C /Sgt D . Postill. 
I Platoon Commander: Lt R. S. Hunter Blair. 

Sergeant: Sgt W. Joss. 
2 Platoon Commander: 2Lt M. N . B. N . Ross. 

Deputy : 2Lt A. W. Duncan, Jun. 
Sergeant: Sgt P. McKenzie. 

3 Platoon Commander: Lt A. M. Cumming. 
Sergeant: Sgt D. Robertson . 

3" Mortar Section Commander: Cpl A. H. S. Grant. 
It is with mixed feelings that these notes are 

being written. We are all looking forward to our 
return home but at the same time we regret in many 
ways the closing down of another chapter in the life 
of the Regiment. Our return home inevitably means 
considerable cross posting between companies and 
heralds the departure of many who have worked and 
played in the company for the past year. To all 
those who leave us we bid farewell. There are too 
many to mention all by name but there are two 
in particular whose enttiusiasm, spirit and unselfish 
devotion have earned the admiration and gratitude 
of us all. They are of course WO li Strachan who 

3 PLATOON 
Back Row - Ptes Williams, Muckle, Bal~antyne, Munro, Parry 46, Watson, McPherson 26, Harvey, Reid. Centre Ro.w - Pfes 
Greit: 06 Davidson O'Hara Low 43 Sim Gordon 44 M~Knilht, Rutherford, Sutherland 91, Adam 80, Greening. Front Row -~ 
P~es .. A~s, Cheap~, LCpls 'Tevendal~, Co~n, Cpl. Bre~~ Lt Cum ~ling~ Sgt Robertson, Cpl Raitt, LCpl Erskine, Ptes Wood. Low 03 

Absent - Ptes McPherson 58, Walker. 
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leaves us for C (Training) Company and Colour 
Sergeant Postill who, to the dismay of all, has decided 
to retire. To Colour Sergeant and Mrs Postill we 
offer our grateful thanks for all they have done, not 
only for the Regiment as a whole but also to many 
individuals and sincerely wish them the best of good 
fortune for many years to come. 

On our arrival at Kota Belud we soon settled 
down happily on our old stamping grounds of Pop's 
Cafe, Jesselton beach , the Gardenia and various 
other less salubrious hostelries. This in part was 
forced upon us as our thirst was prodigious and the 
month 's supply of beer held in the NAAFI was con
sumed within three days. Many of us had the 
opportunity of taking two weeks leave in Singapore 
at this time and some others managed a trip to Hong 
Kong. 

Suitably refreshed in body and mind we moved 
in October to our new operational area in Central 
Brigade. Our area must be one of the largest com
pany responsibilities in Borneo with a border some 
35 miles in length. The country is very rugged with 
mountains rising up to 8000 ft. and virtually no 
means of movement on the ground other than in the 
traditional infantry manner. Some 10 miles back 
from tbe border and lying parallel with it is the 
Baram River which, with its headwaters in the 
mountains west of Bario, flows through our area 
to the sea. Along the Baram lie the greatest part 
of the native population living in longhouses and 
using the river as their chief means of communica
tions. 

Our tasks in the main were twofold: patrolling 
the border area to prevent an enemy incursion and 
secondly to pursue the campaign to win the hearts 
and minds of the native population. Bedevilled by 
an almost total lack of tactically useful information 

Off to Central Brigade 
L. to R.-Mr. Ross, Cpl Brechin, CSM Strachan, CJ>I Grant, Cpl 

Cadger and Major Saunders, waiting for take off at Brunei. 

and a thoroughly unenterprising opposition we began 
the soul destroying task of patrolling our area. 
Thanks to the magnificent assistance given by our 
resident Wessex helicopter detachment at Bario our 
task was made much easier. For four months we 
have quartered the ground with particular emphasis 
on the known crossing places along the border ridge, 
without finding any trace of enemy movement. It 
has been hard work without any reward but at least 

we can say that, as far as we know, the enemy has 
not made an incursion into our area during our 
time here. 

The second task of winning the hearts and minds 
of the native population has been far more reward
ing. Patrols down the Baram river and local patrols 
in the immediate area of our base have given the 

Fording the Peluan: An early Hearts and 
Minds Patrol 

Kenyan, Kayan and Saban peoples in our area a 
stronger feeling of security and confidence. Needless 
to say these patrols were most popular as not only 
was most of the travelling done by native dugout 
canoe but the hospitality received in each and every 
longhouse visited was almost embarrassing. One of the 
main jobs during these patrols was to treat the sick . 
Our medical orderlies were constantly in demand 
Headed by Pte Gordon 69, this task was never ending 
as the tropical diseases and complaints of a backward 
people living on a basic diet of hill padi are legion. 
Many lives were saved or extended and minor opera
tions in our small surgery became commonplace. The 
more serious cases were evacuated by helicopter to 
either Bario or the nearest civiliap hospital. 

On the less serious side we have naturally had a 
great deal of fun. Christmas was our main celebra
tion which followed the traditional pattern in spite 
of a last minute panic when it was discovered that 
NAAFI were not sending the ingredients for our 
dinner until the New Year. All was saved on the 
day by the timely intervention of the Brigade Staff. 
We were delighted to get a visit from the Brigade 
Commander and the Commanding Officer at Christ
mas who were greeted on the airstrip by 140 
" Kelabits" in traditional costume and armed with 
blowpipes. WD lifebelts came in useful for those who 
decided to change their sex for the day! On 30th 
December we were visited by tl}e Bario Players who 
gave us their version of "Puss in Jungle Boots". The 
pantomime was preceded by a number of excellent 
skits performed by each platoon in the company. 
Needless to say the evening was voted a great suc
cess and it was difficult to make out who were enjoy
ing themselves most-the audience or the players. 

We have suffered four major moves in the past 
year and now the fifth and final is upon us at last. 
There are few of us who are not looking forward to 
our return home but at the same time we look back 
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Long Banga Longhouse 

on a year in which we did a man·s job! where above 
all comradeship, leadership and intiative were fully 
tested and not found Jacking. To all our families 
wives and girl friends we say thank you for being 
so patient and understanding and, Air Movements 
willing, we will make up for this year's absence in 
1966. By the time you read this I have no doubt 
that you will wish we were all back in the jungle 
again! 

Promotions 
Congratulations to: Ptes McKinnon, O'Neill , 

Tevendale, Bennet, Mackie 40 and Erskine 85 on 
their promotion to L/Cpl and to all those others who 
have reached substantive rank. 

Arrivals and Departures 
We welcome into the company: 2Lt Duncan, Sgt 

Robertson, Cpl Henderson, Ptes O'Hara, Muckle. 
Low 43, Ballantyne, Donald 83, Clevely and Penman; 
and say farewell and the best of luck to: L/Cpl 
Morrison and Pte Downie on Regular Release and 
L /Cpl Hunter :Blair who has passed his RCB and is 
now at Mons OCS. 

"B" COMPANY 
Officer Commanding: 

Major C. J. D. Gordon-Steward. 
Company 2lC: Captain K. I. H . Lumsden. 
CSM: WO II W. Freeman. 
CQMS: C / Sgt. A. Strathdee. 
5 Platoon Commander: Lt C. Lyon . 

Sergeant: Cpl J. Davidson. 
6 Platoon Commander: Lt I. G. H. Wallace . 

Sergeant: Sgt B. Boyd. 
7 Platoon Commander: 2Lt D . M. Napier. 

Sergeant: Sgt W. Fraser. 
Late Seotember saw the Company frantically en

joying itself in Jesselton, directed from Company 
Headquarters, which had taken uo temporary resi
dence in the Borneo Hotel. While in Jesselton we 
were joined by Captain K. I. H. Lumsden, who had 
arrived from HQ FARELF Sin<!apore (where some 
Chinese thought he was James Bond!) to take over 
as 2IC from Captain N. F . M . Oxley, who in turn 
was going to join the Staff of Central Brigade in 
Brunei until the end of the tour. The necessarv wel
comes and farewell$ were made in the traditional 
festive fashion, 

Meanwhile, back in Singapore, the leave party 
was by no means idle, and, operating from such 
bases as Sandes' Soldiers' Home, the Union Jack 
Club, and the Goodwood Hotel, made merry in the 
city. This new found freedom had some strange 
effects; Pte Donald broke his thumb-on a bottle 
opener we understand, while Cpl A. Riach went to 
ground for a week- unused to city crowds? Lt C. 
Lyon disappeared for even longer, and was next 
heard of in Australia, where he visited his father's 
old hunting ground. 

In Kota Belud training went on, and Cpl G . 
Garden, Ptes A. Christie and B. Gerrard spent three 
days learning how to operate the .5 Browning 
machine gun. On 4th October the Advance Party to 
Central Brigade left; from "B" Company went Major 
C. J. D. Gordon-Steward, Lt I. G. H. Wallace, 2Lt 
D. M. Napier, C / Sgt J. Ashley, L /Cpls J. Grant, J. 
Gauld, W. Manson, Pte S. Dryburgh, and !bans 
Badi and Layu. Arriving late that evening, they 
found the new location to be a pleasant camp, sited 
on a hilltop, overlooking a small village. Until the 
Company arrived, two weeks later, the Advance 
Party made itself familiar with the camp and the 
area, and made a very successful tour of the vil
lages in the area . As the rest of the Company was 
to find out later, the local inhabitants were very 
friendly, and in every long-house the party was made 
welcome. 

At last the Company arrived, and the last of 
the Gurkiias, smart, cheery, and friendly little men, 
waved goodbye, leaving us in possession of the 
camp. Straightaway the Company was launched into 
a training programme to keep it up to standard for 
the next four months. The platoons were billeted 
in solidly built bunkers, but they soon found that 
they leaked in heavy rain, and billet improvement 
was placed high on the list of priorities. A welcome 
fixture in the camp was the shower system, which 
gave hot and cold water. This was the responsibility 
of L /Cpl J. Gauld, and the area of the water point 
and pumping engines soon became known as 
"Gauld's Little Acre". 

Supplies were received each week in the form of 
an "Air Drop" from a Beverley aircraft, and this 
meant a full-scale operation to bring the broken 
down stores up from the padang to the camp on 

Capt K. I. H. Lumsden. Major C. J. D. Gordon· 
Stew11rd, Lleut J, G. H. Wallace and Lleut C. Lyon 
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0 what can ail thee knight-at-arms, Alone and Palely 
loitering? CSM Freeman 

manpack carriers. With the stores came our three 
days' fresh rations, and with these the Company 
cooks, L /Cpl K. Stewart, D . Cooper, and Pte D. 
Morrison, under Sgt. E. Roberts , turned out some 
magnificent meals. For the rest of the week they 
effectively disguised "compo" rations, and did a 
grand job in easing the monotony of compo. 

Christmas drew near and brought with it a 
feeling of relaxation . A sports day was arranged for 
Christmas Eve, and teams were put up from the three 
platoons, Company HQ and the RA detachment, in 
shooting, volley ball, 5-a -side football , tug-of-war 
and badminton, and much energy was expended both 
in playing and supporting these events. This 
launched the Christmas period successfully, and on 
Christmas morning the Officers and Sergeants took 
tea round the billets (to a gleeful and vociferous 
accompaniment from the platoons) . After break
fast the company was visited by the Brigade Com
mander, who was met with rows of shining, smiling 
faces; later in the morning the Padre arrived and 
took a short service followed by Holy Communion . 
Christmas lunch was served (most efficiently) by the 
Officers and Sergeants, who then withdrew, leaving 
the company to enjoy itself. The Commanding 
Officer paid a much appreciated visit in the after
noon, but found the rain-soaked catwalks a bit 
slippy in places. The evening saw a revue, put on 
mainly by 7 Platoon, with help from others. Pro
duced by Pte "Currant Bun" Dun, who was hin
dered by Pte I. Mortimer, acts flowed furious, if 
not always fast; Pte I. Stewart displayed his mag
nificent physique in a startling strong man a"t, 7 
Platoon appeared in sandbags to sing "The 12 Days 
of Christmas", Pte A . Weir appeared in _sun-glasses 
and wig to sing, and 2Lt D . M. Napier made an 

impromptu appearance with Ptes Dunn and Mortimer 
in "American Patrol, or how the others do it! " On 
Boxing Day the Battalion pantomime arrived, and 
was enjoyed by all. Comment heard as Captain 
Fawcus was cavorting on the stage. "It's guid tae 
see thae Officers makin' fools o' themselves deli
berately, for a change!" There was a lively running 
criticism, which has, unfortunately, been censored! 

At the present moment arrangements are under 
way to get the Company moving back to UK. Cap
tain K. I. H . Lumsden has gone to Singapore (after 
making an impromptu rehearsal in a horizontal posi
tion on 4th January) to set up a movement control 
there. Stores, files , and odds and ends have been 
packed for backloading, and CQMS A. Strathdee 
is wearing a perpetual harassed look, while CSM 
W. Freeman blandly refuses to let anything fluster 
him. Major C. J. D . Gordon-Steward is still plot
ting how best to protect his sector of Malaysia in 
the most aggressive manner, while L /Cpl J. Grant 
is pondering how to backload as much signals equip
ment as possible, and yet maintain the very high 
standard of communications that he and his team 
have set throughout the tour. Chaos perhaps, but 
ordered. 

Since the last notes, the following people have 
joined the Company; Sgt B. Boyd, on re-enlistment 
(guarding train robbers was much too hazardous!), 
Ptes Haldane, Stark, Cassie, Kenny, McLean, Govan, 
Lamont, Lawrence, and Morrison. We were all very 
sorry to say goodbye to C /Sgt J. Ashley, who left 
us in early December for a soft spot in Rhine Army, 
but in his stead we offer our heartiest congratulations 
to "Staeger" on his promotion to CQMS. Other 

Yon Cassius hath a lean and hungry look. 
-such men are dangerous 

Major Gordon-Steward 
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departures include: Cpl 1. Lindsay, L/Cpl R. Bruce, 
Pte D. Wells on regular release, Ptes Cassie, 
McKenzie, Edwards and Stewart 27 to the recce 
platoon, and Pte Graham 68 to HQ Company. We 
welcome the new arrivals and wish those who have 
left us well. 

"D" COMPANY 
Officer Commanding: Major R. W. C. Murison. 
Company 2IC: T / Captain R . M. Kinghorn . 
CSM: WO II R. Carruthers. 
CQMS: C/Sgt C. Cambell. 
13 Platoon Commander: 2/Lt R. D. Ord. 

Sergeant: Sgt P. L. Young. 
14 Platoon Commander: 2 / Lt F. D. H. Irvine. 

Sergeant: Sgt A. Pattillo. 
15 Platoon Commander: 2/Lt M. P. Taitt. 

Sergeant: Sgt S. J. Melville. 
3" Mortar Section Commander: Sgt S. C . Warden. 

Hercules Beware! L/Cpl M. Mcivor familiarises 
himself with his personal weapon 

At Kota Belud the company's time was divided 
between retraining for a tour in Central Brigade, 
attending to administrative details, and physical 
recreation. Physical recreation took the form of a 
week spent on the sands of Jesselton. Jesselton, as 
the Jocks soon found, had more to offer than a silver 
beach and many spent more time sampling the 
spirit of the town . How the Sergeant Major managed 
such a fine suntan no one quite knows . 

Diesel Dan (Pte G. Boyle) with his favourite weapon 

A week after our return to Kota Belud the 
advance party from the company under the command 
of Major Murison left for Central Brigade. For 
ten days before the battalion move the advance party 
busied itself with the many tasks that challenge a 
company taking over from another. While the Com· 
pany Commander familiarised himself with the 
problems relative to the company area, the three 
subalterns went on familiarisation patrols with the 
Gurkhas. 

When the remainder of the company under 
the command of Captain Kinghorn arrived on 

Corporal T. Burnett and a boney old friend 
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Private J. McMillan after a hard day's work in the 
Company Store 

the 19th October we were ready to show the 
"Indos" that, as at Dargai, we meant business. 
During the five months that followed, the company's 
task was threefold ; to patrol and dominate our area, 
to defend the company area, and to man an OP on 
the Border Ridge. 

The latter task involved a good deal of spade 
work and never was there any question of finding 
jobs to relieve boredom. The Jocks worked hard 
and it is to their credit that the reports of high 
ranking officers who visited the position during this 
time, were favourable. There should be no problem 
for anyone in the company who should decide to 
build a sanger in his back garden or a log cabin in 
Canada or Australia should he decide to emigrate. 

There were three company operations, all of 
which were successful in achieving their mission. The 
first comprised of 13, 14 and 15 Platoons, the second 
13, 14 and the Reece Platoon, and the third 13, 15 
and the Reece Platoon. 

The Company was sorry to lose Major Murison , 
when he was medevaced out to Singapore suffering 
from scrub typhus. We hope to have him back in 
the company before we leave Borneo. 

Captain Kinghorn assumed command and Ser
geant Major Carruthers and Colour Sergeant Camp
bell went for two weeks leave to Singapore . 

Corporal D. Hossack-Salesman extraordinary 

Christmas came while 15 Platoon were in resi
dence in the OP but although they missed "Puss in 
Jungle Boots" the pantomime, they made up with 
a visit from the Padre. 

New Year was heralded by a Stand To at five 
minutes to twelve; an occasion which brought little 
goodwill and several unsavoury resolutions. 

The New Year saw the beginning of preparations 
for our return to Edinburgh. All unneeded kit has 
been despatched and packing boxes are being painted 
in preparation for the move out in February. The 
date of the handover to the Gurkhas is approaching 
and everyone is looking forward to going home, 
after a successful and interesting year in Borneo. 

"B" ECHELON 
Battalion 2IC: Major M. H. Burge. 
Quartermaster: Major C. Michie, MBE. 
Motor Transport Officer: Captain G . H. Dunn. 
Paymaster: Captain A. A . Bull, RAPC. 
RQMS: WO II R. S. Hay, BEM. 
CQS: C /Sgt J. Dryburgh. 

During the unaccompanied year in Borneo the 
Battalion has been deployed in two separate opera
tional areas. During both periods "B" Echelon has 
been established nearly one hundred miles in rear 
of Tac HQ. 

From mid-October 1965 to February 1966 the 
Echelon has been in Airfield Camp which is literally 
three large wooden huts on the edge of Brunei Air
port. Despite the noise, helicopter "wash", grit blown 
in and papers blown out of offices, the benefits gained 
in having the Echelon so placed, have been proved 
time and again, but particularly so during the build 
up of Christmas "cheer" just prior to that festive 
season . 

The form was to find out when the planes or 
helicopters would be leaving, have a supply of car
tons of beer, etc. in the Quartermaster's office and/or 
Paymaster's office. Lance Corporal K . Duncan work
ing in liaison with ATLO-Air Transport Liaison 
Office-who operated from one end of our hut, was 
detailed to find out how much spare payload was 
available, convert this into cartons of beer and 
ensure the requisite number of cartons were put 
aboard. When one considers that all supplies to the 
Battalion went in by air it is no mean feat to have 
got enough in to ensure a good time was had by all. 

In addition, of course, Major (QM) C. Michie or 
RQMS R. S. Hay were often seen shepherding 
strange engines. for pumping water. cooling food , 
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making electric light, etc., on to the same veranda 
for urgent dispatch to the forward locations. 

It seems that each theatre of operations brings its 
own vocabulary, even within a theatre, there are 
variations on the theme. Currently the Quarter
master staff have had to be prepared to deal with 
Maintdem, Maldrop, in relation to Airdrop, as 
opposed to Airland-and have done it extremely 
well. 

Colour Sergeant I. Mitchell established a neat 
little signals centre for us, in accommodation which, 
we have now found out, does not belong to us. Any
way, after a few trying days radio communications 
were satisfactorily set up (those people on patrol 
would clutter up the air), the only distraction now 
being the half acre of pin-ups decorating the walls. 

Colour Sergeant J. Dryburgh besides being "B" 
Echelon CQMS has been our Sports Organiser. From 
a strength of forty, a football team was produced to 
beat all except one unit in Brunei garrison and town. 
The final analysis shows, Played 6, Won 5, Drawn 0, 
Lost 1, Goals For 18, Goals Against 12. A remark
able performance and always good football played. 

Those taking part were Sergeant R. Swinnock 
(QM), Corporal W. Clark (QM), Corporal P. Laffey 
(RAOC), Corporal I. Wisely (RAPC), Lance Cor
poral J. Lawrence (MT), Lance Corporal R. Philip 
(Reece Platoon), Lance Corporal W. Duncan (MT), 
Private J. O'Reilly (RAOC), Private E. Lawrence 
(QM), Private I. Clark (MT), Private G. Lillie (QM), 
Private R. Taylor (QM), Private G. Lemon (QM), 
Private J. Kirk (RAPC). Probably the best game 
was that played against the Royal Brunei Malay Regi
ment on the Brunei Padang, a win of 3 goals to 2. 
This game, played in the centre of the town attracted 
a very large crowd who were most appreciative and 
enjoyed a fast, skilful game. 

Our goal scorers were : Corporal W. Clark (8), 
Private G. Lemon (5), Sergeant R. Swinnock and 
Lance Corporal J. Lawrence one each, and one own 
goal. 

The other sporting activities have been swimming 
at Muara beach and water skiing. All comers enjoyed 
the swimming at weekends on the fine golden sanded 
beach, but the skiing seems to have been monopolised 
by Captain G. H. Dunn whom we hear is just 
about to be a one-ski man. He has been joined by 
Major M. H. Burge who is showing considerable 
promise-a full run at his first attempt. It may well 
be that the skill shown by these two (not so young) 
skiers stems from the early war years when Captain 
G. H. Dunn was a P.T. instructor at the Depot and 
Major M. H. Burge as a recruit, was in one of his 
squads. Get off that chandelier. 

Congratulations to Captain A. A. Bull, RAPC, our 
Paymaster on his elevation to Captain and on his 
appointment to a regular commission . Our agents 
tell us his system, quite unofficial but practical, for 
the pay system to be applied in forward locations in 
Borneo has now been accepted by the powers above. 
The Pay Team's trips to the jungle locations have 
been limited during the last few months of our 
tour but their time has been well occupied adding 
up what we hear are some pretty satisfactory credit 
balances ready for distribution in February. 

The Motor Transport element of "B" Echelon 
arrived in Borneo with Colour Sergeant A. 
McDonald, now CSM, and Sergeant T. Fryers, now 
reorganising the Motor Spares trade in Aberdeen 
and doing very nicely we hear. 

Colour Sergeant J. Leggat took over the stores 
accounting and promptly handed over to the MTO 
to look after it whilst he went to the UK to attend 
the MT accounting course and to join the Advance 
Party at Redford Barracks. 

Sergeant G. A. Macdonald carne back to the trade 
for his second tour as MT Sergeant and Lance Cor
poral H. Gill keeps the Technical Store ticking, so 
much so that he has lost three and a half stones in 
weight and says he feels better for it. 

Lance Corporal W. (facts-at-his-finger-tips) Dun
can quietly pounding away at his typewriter in the 
office-5 years now it is-tells us that during our 
tour in Borneo we have: 

Motored 300,000 miles. 
Used 30,000 gallons of petrol. 
Had only 5 accidents (one to blame). 
Averaged 60,000 miles per accident. 

And 
Lance Corporal H . Gill says: used 209 tyres, which 
means each of our vehicles had six new lyres in one 
year, most of them killed on the Kota Belud training 
area. In spite of the figures quoted we are always 
being told "of course, all movement in B<Hneo is by 
air, old boy". 

Our vehicle mechanics have been attached to for
ward locations employed mainly on repairing what 
is fondly called static equipments, water pumps and 
generators mostly. 

Our "B" Echelon task has been to prepare our 
vehicles for shipping to Hong Kong, to allow the 
unit coming from Hong Kong to bring theirs with 
them. Ah well, they might get it right one day. 

At the time of writing the Quartermaster has 
retired to the wilds of Redford Barracks, while his 
store in Brunei is full of AF G 1098 equipment 
ready for back-loading (we hear the workers have 
been on night shift) and the tempo quickens as the 
days slip by. Captain R. M. Kinghorn is to be 
appointed an honorary member of "B" Echelon and 
travel with the RQMS to Hong Kong to hand in 
our equipment. 

CARETAKER/REAR/ADVANCE PARTY 
Officer Commanding and Families Officer: 

Major M. A. C. Stephen. 
Second in Command: Captain B. G. Paton. 

"Caretaker Party Notes- to be co-ordinated by 
Major M. A. C. Stephen". So reads a line in a letter 
originated by the esteemed Battalion Second in Com
mand . A quick glance at the current edition in order 
to ascertain from what point we commence to relate 
our activities shows us that we have not previously 
contributed. Another quick glance around to see 
who is to pen these notes finds the co-ordinator 
havine to do it himself. 

Life is really hectic here in Reotord Barracks 
for the Caretaker Party. Since the arrival of the 
Advance Party our offices have seen visits by sundry 
bronzed chiefs heavily muffled to the ears with run
ning noses and streaming eyes. 

A number of our Jocks have been accommodated 
during the Winter and we look forward to the com
pletion of the first 100 of the new quarters at 
Dreghorn, presently scheduled to be ready for 
occupation in October. It is hoped then that the 
Perth, Stirling and Berwick families will be able to 
move in from their respective outstations and that 
many of those awaiting quarters will have their 
needs fulfilled . 
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Christmas parties for the children were held at 
Perth, Stirling, Berwick and Dreghorn and the kiddi
winks thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

We look forward to the return of the Battalion 
from Borneo when we feel that we shall once more 
"belong". To all we wish a rather belated Guid 
New Year and hope for a quick move from these 
benighted barracks. 

MILITARY BAND 
Band President: Major M. H. Burge. 
Bandmaster: WO I C. A. Harper, ARCM. 
Band Sergeant: Staff Sergeant J. Thomson. 

SAKAl 

September . 
After four hectic weeks at the Edinburgh Festival , 

we departed for Liverpool, to take part in the Com
monwealth Tattoo. 

Following three days of continuous rain, condi
tions in the Arena were almost farcical which cur
tailed any opportunity for dress rehearsals. 
Nevertheless the show went on as scheduled and the 
Massed Bands were met by a sea of mud on their 
entry into the Arena. Marching was very difficult, 
with Bandsmen getting bogged down in the quagmire. 

It was a strange sight to see our Bandmaster con
ducting the Band of the Lancashire Regiment during 
one of the items. 

Despite the atrocious conditions the Tattoo was 
a tremendous success. 

During our leisure time a sightseeing tour of the 
city followed by dinner was arranged by Major D. 
H. W. Brown, MC. Pipe Major Daly, an old Gordon 
Highlander, acted as our guide. 

October 
The first engagement on return from leave took 

place at Leuchars RAF Station, where a service was 
held at the War Memorial in memory of Norwegian 
Airmen who fell during the Battle of Britain . 

On the 21st our services were required, this time 
for the Royal Navy at Queensferry, where we played 
for their guest night. 

Trade testing took place on the 28th-29th of the 
month , after many days of preparation and hard 
work. Harmony, Instrumentation and Conducting 
being only a few of the subjects required to pass. 

The results were very favourable, only one of 
our entrants failed, due mainly to lack of experience. 

The Dance Band Section, not to be outshone, 
were in great demand. One of their engagements 
being at Dreghorn Camp on the last day of the 
month. 

November 
Many readers will have heard the Armistice Ser

vice in the Home Service on 14th November. This 
was re : orded at Linburn Blind Asylum two weeks 
earlier. 

The Military Band, with PilJe Major J. McLellan, MBE, Queen's Own Highlanders, at a recording session 
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Anstruther 28th July 1965-HRH The Duchess of 
Gloucester and Bandmaster C. Harper, ARCM 

A tour of the Regimental Area from 9th-14th 
included visits to Ellon , Stonehaven and Keith and a 
concert for Aberdeen schools in the Cowdray Hall. 

Combining with our friends of the 3rd Battalion 
we staged a concert at the Drill Hall , Woolmanhill, 
to a very attentive and appreciative audience, which 
included many old friends. 

We had the honour of playing for the opening 
of the Coylumbridge Hotel , Aviemore, performed by 
H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh on the 26th Novem
ber. The accommo<;lation provided for us was most 
comfortable, the Bandmaster and Band Sergeant 
having private rooms with all modern amenities, in
cluding television, radio, telephone and showerbaths. 
Well worth another visit at a later date. 

Engagements at Hampden Park, Glasgow and 
Glencorse Officers' Mess concluded our activities for 
the month. 

December 
We got off to a flying start with a social visit to 

Scottish Breweries, Edinburgh. Our thanks to Bdsm 
A. Nichols for arranging a most excellent outing. 

A further trip to Leuchars, this time for an 
Officers' Mess Guest Night, on the 3rd December. 
arriving back in Edinburgh in the wee small hours. 

Other engagements during the month were: 
4th December: Dance at Dreghorn . 
9th December: Old Folk's Party. 

lith 
12th 
16th 
18th 
19th 
20th 

December: 
December: 
December: 
December: 
December: 
December: 

All Ranks Dance at Glencorse. 
Children's Party at Dreg horn. 
Concert at Sheffield. 
Dance at Dreghorn (Signals). 
Glencorse Dance Band. 
Glasgow Navy (Parade). 
Dance Band at Dreghorn . 

General 
It may be of interest to Band enthusiasts to learn 

that we have cut yet another record, the third in 
recent years. This latest disc comprises of well
known Military Marches and Pipe Solos with Band 
accompanist, the Soloist being Pipe Major J . McLel
lan, MBE, principal instructor at Edinburgh Castle. 

The record is being distributed on the EM! 
Circuit and should be on sale by March . 

Annual Social 
With the long list of engagements behind us we 

looked forward to the Annual Social Evening on 
22nd December. 

Much preparatory work had to be done to pre
pare the Practice Room for the big occaston . Bdsm 
B. Little and P. Seivwright produced a Christmas 
tree from seemingly nowhere, and Bdsm N. Robert
son did a very fine job decorating it. 

The living-in members got busy with crepe paper 
and streamers and soon had the place presentable. 

SQMS Winkley, Cameronians, supplied the 
Buffet and all was set for what proved to be a most 
enjoyable evening. 

Guests included Captains Paton and Van der 
Noot, Bat:tdmaster Pryce from the Lowland Brigade 
and C / Sgt L. Ross , who travelled down from Aber
deen. C / Sgt Ross rendered his usual repertoire of 
short stories, and consumed his usual amount of 
liquid . 

The Darts Competition ably run by Cpl R. 
Massie, was won by Bandmaster Pryce and the 
Boat Race was declared an honourable draw. The 
Brass Foundary again won their annual challenge 
with the Reed Section. 

The Bandmaster won his usual prize at the raffle, 
Bdsm Christopher being the organiser. 

Once again the Band had surpassed themselves 
as this was surely one of the best Socials to date. 

Next morning we proceeded on a well-earned 
leave. with heads still a little sore. 

FUTURE PROGRAMME 
At the time of going to press, we are now into 

1966 with a formidable programme ahead of us. 
Public duties will take up most of our time with 

a few weeks at our usual seaside haunts. For the 
benefit of our fans we publish a list of summer 
engagements other than public duties. 

8th-15th May: Jersey. 
17th-23rd July: Bournemouth. 
25th-31st July: Princes Street Gardens. 
21st-27th August: Royal Parks, London. 
28th August-4th September: Embankment Gar· 

dens. London . 

Sport 
Owing to inclement weather and engagements 

little has been accomplished in the field of sport. 
Sergeant R. Owen represented United Services at 

Hockey while Sergeant J. McCulloch refereed the 
final of the T A Soccer Cup. 

Bdsm S. Coventry and W. Innes are among the 
latest recruits to the Hockey Team. and with such 
stalwarts as S!lt R. Forsyth , Cpl S. Gordon and 
L/Cpl S. Gordon and L /Cpl R. Goodsell we should 
be well equipped to meet any challenge in the future. 

Arrivals and Departures 
We welcome Cpl I. Wallace and Bdsm L. Riddle 

from the Highland Brigade Boys Unit, also Bdsm J . 
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Lamond, R. Begg and M. Carton from the Royal 
Military School of Music, and hope their stay will 
be both happy and interesting. 

Farewell to L /Cpls R. Williams and D . 
McDonald. We wish them every succe~~ in Civvy 
Street and trust they have enjoyed their sojourn with 
us. 

Births and Marriage~ 
Congratulations to Cpl and Mrs R. Massie on the 

birth of a son, and to Bdsm J. Lamond in joining 
the married ranks. 

Absent Friend~ 
Our heartiest congratulations to C / Sgt D. Thow 

on being awarded the British Empire Medal in the 
New Year's Honours List. 

C /Sgt D . Thow (or "Duggie" as he is affec
tionately known) served in the Regiment from 1927 
to 1957 when he left us to take up the appointment 
as Army Recruiter in Aberdeen. 

His interest in the Band is still very keen and 
we still regard him as one of us. ' 

It is most fitting that Dug~ie, after many years 
of loyal and outstanding service to the Regiment 
be rewarded in such a manner. ' 

We feel sure in the Band that all who know 
him will join us in wishing him the very best of 
luck in the future. 

It gives us much pleasure to learn that Band 
master D . Dawson has recently been appointed 
Bandmaster WO I of the Welch Regiment. 

Bandmaster D . Dawson joined the Band in 1945 
and left to attend a Bandmasters' course at Kneller 
Hall in 1962. 

Our Bandmaster has had correspondence from 
him, signed "Taffy", and seemingly he is settling 
down quickly in his new Regiment. We wish him 
every success and good fortune, and hope to see 
him during our travels. 

JOCK THE GLOCK 

MARRIAGES 
L/Cpl A. McKinnon-married Miss Vida McLean 

at Aberdeen on 5th December 1964. 
Pte M. Morrison-married Miss Sylvia McBain at 

Aberdeen on 5th December 1964. 
Pte G. Ewing-married Miss Colleen Menzies at 

Turriff on 19th December 1964. 
Pte W. Murphy-married Miss Janet Scott Whalen 

at Dalmellington on 20th August 1965. 
Pte B. Clevely-married Miss Mary Lannigan at 

Glasgow on 28th August 1965. 

BIRTHS 
Pte B. Duncan, daughter, Elaine Christine, born at 

Insch on 5th May 1963. 
Pte L. Webster, son, Stewart, born at Peterhead on 

7th April 1963. 
Pte R. Johnston. son, Stephen Andrew, born at 

Fleetwood on lith July 1965. 
Pte G. Innes, daughter, Carol Alison , born at Aber

deen on 29th July 1965. 
Cpl W. Ross, dau11hter, Sandra. born at Aberdeen on 

13th Au~ust 1965. 
L/Cpl A. McKinnon, daughter, Debra Ann, born 

at Aberdeen on 27th Au<mst 1965. 
L/Cpl W. Ewen, son, William Merson, born at 

Buckie on 4th September 1965. 
Pte A. Christie, son, David Albert, born at Ellon 

on 11th September 1965. 

L /Cpl J. Ross, daughter, Karen, born at Ellon on 
11th September 1965. 

Cpl B. McNamara, son, John Patrick, born at Ket
tering on 13th September 1965. 

Pte R. Hanratty, daughter, Brenda Gloria, born at 
Newcastle on 14th September 1965. 

Pte A. Henderson, daughter, Sandra Elizabeth, born 
at Hull on 16th September 1965. 

Pte P. Murphy, twin sons, Patrick Michael and Paul 
Charles, born at Aberdeen on 16th September 
1965. . 

Pte R. Greenlaw, son, Colin Robert, born at Aber
deen on 22nd September 1965. 

Captain A. N. M. Scott, son, Simon Charles McLeod, 
born at Aldershot on 27th September 1965. 

L /Cpl J . Gauld, son, Andrew James, born at Tor
phins on 28th September 1965. 

Pte G . Simpson, son, George William, born at Aber
deen on 28th September 1965. 

Pte H. McDonald, daughter, Sharon, born at Fraser
burgh on 20th October 1965. 

Pte M. Morrison, son, Michael Hunter, born at 
Aberdeen, on 25th October 1965. 

PROMOTIONS 
To Substantive Warrant Officer Class I. 

WO II L. Dunn, BEM. 2nd October 1965. 

To Paid Acting Warrant Officer Class II. 
S/Sgt A. Heffron. 1st November 1965. 

To Paid Acting Staff Sergeant. 
Sgt A. Strathdee. Ist December 1965. 

To Paid Actin!!: Sergeant. 
Cpl R. Leslie. 23rd August 1965. 

To Substantive Corporal. 
Cpl J. Cadger. 7th November 1965. 
L /Cpl T. Martin. 8th November 1965. 
Cpl A. Duncan. 9th November 1965. 
Cpl D . Hossack. lOth November 1965. 
Cpl. A. Riach. II th November 1965. 
Cpl. H. Keighley. 13th November 1965. 

To Paid Acting Corporal. 
L /Cpl K . Anderson. 31st August 1965. 
L /Cpl W. Clark. 31st August 1965. 
L /Cpl C. Smollet. 29th January 1966. 

REGIMENTAL SENIORITY ROLL 

WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS 
(as at 1st January 1966) 

Warrant Officers-Class I. 
Tayles, F. 3 Gordons (TA). 
Innes, J. Bde Depot (HS). 
Stewart, W. I Lond Scot (TA). 
Coggle, E. Glasgow Univ OTC. 
Dunn , L.. BEM. 1 Gordons. 

Bandmaster. 
Harper, C., ARCM. Mil Band. 

Warrant Officers-Class II. 
Hay, R., BEM. 1 Gordons. 
McAuley, G. 3 Div HQ and Sig Regt. 
Freeman, W. I Gordons. 
Rose, G. I Gordons (Special Recruiter). 
Symon, G . 1 Gordons. 
Homer, F. I Lond Scot (TA). 
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Donald, J. Bde Depot (PS). 
Kent, R. 3 Gordons (TA). 
Strachan, R. I Gordons. 
Carruthers, R. I Gordol'ls. 
McDonald, A. I Gordons. 
Heffron, A (A/WO II). I Gordons. 

Staff Sergeants. 
Varley, A. Bde Depot (PS). 
Ross, L. 3 Gordons (T A). 
Stephenson, H. I Lond Scot (TA). 
Williams, A. I Gordons. 
Skene, G . 3 Gordons (TA). 
Postill, D . 1 Gordons. 
Ashley, J. Bde Depot (HS). 
Dry burgh, J. I Gordons. 
Somers, J. 3 Gordons (TA). 
Murray, A. I Gordons. 
Leggat, J. I Gordons. 
Campbell, C. I Gordons. 
Cameron, P. 1 Gordons. 
Hyslop, A. AAS Harrogate. 
Mitchell, I. (A /S Sgt). I Gordons. 
Strathdee, A. (A /S Sgt). I Gordons. 

Sergeants. 
Girting, G. 3 Gordons (TA). 
Williams, P . I Gordons (Special Recruiter). 
Watt, P. lnf JL Bn. 
Boyd, B. 1 Gordons. 
Dooley, J . 3 Gordons (TA). 
Will, J. 3 Gordons (TA). 
Burns, W. I Gordons. 
Lowe, T. Inf JL Bn Towyn. 
Haynes, S. I Gordons. 
Buchan, R. Bde Depot (PS). 
Flinn, M. 1 Gordons. 
Warden, S. 1 Gordons. 
Byers, T . HO Edinbun~h Area. 
MacDonald, G. 1 Gordons. 
Swinnock, R. 1 Gordons. 

Cameron, E . Bde Depot (HS). 
McGilvray, T. I Gordons. 
Richardson, W. Bde Depot (PS) . 
Reid, A. 3 Div HQ and Sig Regt. 
Slade, R. I Gordons. 
Moir, J . 1 Gordons. 
Greenhowe, R. Bde Depot (PS). 
Sharp, J. I Gordons. 
Dowding, R. I Gordons. 
Anderson, A. I Gordons. 
Easson, J . I Gordons. 
Sherriff, J. Bde Depot (PS). 
Wilson, J. I Gordons. 
Harman, R . I Gordons. 
Robb, I. 1 Gordons. 
Patillo, A. I Gordons. 
Fraser, W. I Gordons. 
Melville, S. I Gordons. 
Artingstall , C. (A/Sgt). I Gordons. 
Waters, R. (A/Sgt). 1 Gordons. 
Wilson, J. (A /Sgt). I Gordons. 
Fraser, F . (A/S'!,t). 3 Gordons (TA). 
Carter, R. (A/Sgt). I Gordons. 
Joss, W. (A /Sgt). I Gordons. 
McMillan, A. (A /Sgt). I Lond Scot (TA). 
Leslie, R. (A /Sgt). I Gordons. 
Baldwin, J . (A/Se;t). 3 Gnrdons (T A). 
Lochrie, R . (A /Sgt). I Gordons. 
Robertson, D . (A/Sgt). I Gordons. 
Young, P. (A /Sgt). I Gordons. 
McKenzie, P. (A /Sgt). I Gordons. 

Time Promotion Personnel. 
S /Sgt West, A. I Gordons- Orderly Room. 
S/Sgt Thomson, J . Mil Band-Band Sgt. 
Sgt Hall, G. I Gordons- Drum Major. 

Military Band. 
Sgt McCulloch, J . Mil Band. 
Sgt Owen, R. Mil Band. 

THE KELABITS 
By Rev. W. G. A. Wright, MBE, RAChD. 

We have been living for the last part of our tour 
of duty in Borneo amongst the people of what has 
come to be known as the Kelabit Highlands. Not 
much-if anything at all-was known about these 
people before the advent of Tom Harrisson and his 
party, who infiltrated into their territory towards the 
end of the Japanese occupation of these parts, at a 
time when such an adventure' had its peculiar hazards 
in an unknown country and with an uncertain 
enemy. We owe our knowledge of these people to 
Tom Harrisson's book, "The World Within", but 
perhaps a new chapter falls to be written since the 
beginning of Indonesian "confrontation" and the im· 
proved economy, higher standards of living, and a 
general sophistication which the continued presence 
of the security forces have brought. 

The Kelabits belong to a group comprising also 
the Kenyans and Kavans but are less closely linked 
with other Dayaks. Being a pioneering people they 
were very early on the scene; the earliest date given 
is sometime after the be?inninl! of the Christian era . 
It is not easy to define the Kelabit people but they 

have certain general characteristics, e.g. they live 
in remote upland places and are advanced in irriga
tion and rice-growing; their houses are usually com
munal, though in Bario and other important places, 
the tendency is to live in separate houses. They 
are much take'l up with ideas surrounding narental 
death and used to like erecting stones in this con
nection. They have powerful physiques, with strong 
back, thi e;h and leg muscles, through having to 
move and climb so much on foot. They are an 
energetic and resourceful folk and have gay and 
attractive personalities; commendably courteous, 
they have. also a due sense of the kind and hospitable 
thing to do. They are naturally interested in their 
visitors and are i11clined to ask passers-by, "Where 
are you going?" without any sense of idle 
curiositv. 

Kelabits generally are oale-skinned and admire 
whiteness of skin . Thev all like long hair (in which 
they are not alone!). Men do not go in much for 
tattooing but the women are elaborately worked on 
in this way, especially on their legs, and this is 
considered a large part of feminine costume. 
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A Kelabit thinks of where he lives not so much 
as a piece of named ground as associated with a 
stretch of water which can be identified . The com
munal long-houses are moved when the supporting 
poles rot, and they are transferred to new streams 
miles away. As soldiers on a route-march used 
to have their journey lightened by the music of the 
pipes, so Kelabits while away the hours of their 
wa!Jmrg in cracking jokes, or singing songs which 
remind them of the treks the pioneers made over 
the same country. The remoteness from other parts 
has made them develop along their individual lines, 
isolated from outside influences, but the salt which 
they used to work and trade necessitated their fre
quent forays over the interior. 

Most tribes, as well as nations, live by a code 
of behaviour; the Ke!abits were said to keep to five 
commandments. Their prohibitions are against 
snobbery, incest, cruelty to orphans, the ridiculing of 
animals and the neglect of hospitality. The violation 
of this stringent code was supposed to bring disaster. 
But there is eq11al opportunity for all and the re
wards go to the industrious. There i~ also equality 
of the sexes : men perform different duties according 
to what is considered suitable for them but all carry 
the same loads. A claim appears to have been estab
lished that the first Mohammedan Sultan of Brunei 
was a converted Kelabit. 

The working habits of the people seem to con
form to the general pattern of everyone being out of 
the long-house during the day and everyone in at 
night. As temporary sojourners in their midst know 
full well, they are keen on nocturnal celebrations! 
Rice is, of course, the staple food. Kelabits like 

eating and take a pride in it- to eat little as a guest 
may be an insult to the host. The custom of feasts 
for the dead must have died out to a great extent 
since the work of missionaries became effective, but 
the honoured guests are still regaled with blobs of 
buffalo meat ceremonially shoved into their mouths. 
The people are great singers when in the mood, 
though dancing is less popular and is used mostly 
for showing off on big occasions. It is interesting 
to read Tom Harrisson's description of the function 
of borak-their alcoholic beverage-to ease up on 
the day, to make the place go, and to send the 
house deeply asleep! 

It is a far cry from the days when they welcomed, 
somswhat warily, the elements of the Force that 
landed on them twenty years ago, and the people 
wondered how they managed to escape from their 
flying monster and whether they were humans, or 
visitors from another planet, but in the meantime 
many forces have been at work for a change, if not 
progress, in this attractive people. The introduction 
of a rigid, fundamentalist and ultra-moralistic type 
of Christianity has modified their exhuberant 
characteristics, it may be for the betterment, in many 
ways, of their communal life, and the constant 
facilities provided by the ubiquitous "chopper" may 
have caused them to walk less from place to place. 
But the unreserved welcome, the benevolent smiles, 
the oft-repeated hospitality and the undoubted charm 
of manner will surely remain as indelible traits of 
these pleasant people. We hope that in kampong 
after kampong through which our men have walked 
in the course of their duty, the Kelabit folk will 
have been convinced that it is good to be, in their 
turn, on the British side! 

848 NAVAL AIR COMMANDO SQUADRON 
By Lt J. S. Kelly, RN, Commanding "D" Flight. 

Fleet Air Arm's 848 Squadron wp.s born during 
the throes of the late war as an Avenger torpedo 
squadron. The date was June 1943. It served in the 
Pacific campaign until the end of the war and was 
disbanded. 

It was not until 1953 that 848 came into being 
again, when the United Sta tes of America, in a 
mutual aid programme, made available to the Royal 
Navy, ten Sikorsky S55 helicopters. 

As the Royal Navy's first front line squadron, 
848 gave invaluable service in Malaya during the 
emergency, spending four years on anti-terrorist 
activities. That role made 848 the first real air 
commando helicopter squadron, though it was 
never accorded the name. 

In January 1958, Westland Whirlwind helicopters 
formed 728 Squadron, "C" Flight, as an amphibious 
warfare trials unit. In October, the same year, that 
flight became 848 Squadron based at Hal Far in 
Malta. 

After duties with 45 Commando, Royal Marines, 
in Cyprus, and assisting local forces on internal 
duties in Malta, the Squadron returned to Britain 
in late 1959. Three months later, equipped with the 
new Whirlwind Mk VII the squadron embarked in 
H.M.S. Bulwark, the first of the commando carriers. 

The squadron carried out two successive commis
sions in Bulwark developing the commando carrier 

concept. It was put to the test at Kuwait in July 
1961, when 300 Royal Marines were landed with 
high speed. 

The present 848 Squadron, commanded by 
Lieutenant Commander G. A. Andrews, RN, was 
formed in May 1964, after five months' intensive 
trials at Culdrose as 700V Flight, and embarked in 
HMS Albion in March 1965. 

Cbanae over of Platoons at OP2 (B.RX) 
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The squadron, with 18 Wessex Mk V helicopters, 
is one of the biggest front line squadrons in service. 
It is divided into four flights, two on board the com
mando carrier, the remainder being in Borneo. 

In Borneo one flight of four aircraft is based on 
the Royal Air Force airfield at Labuan; the second 
at Bario, again with four aircraft, consists of four 
pilots and twenty maintenance ratings. 

In Bario the flight has worked with, and lived 
alongside, 1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders, for the 
past four months. Our association has been all too 

---------

brief; it took the first two months to understand 
what was being said! To be serious, it has been 
a pleasure to serve with you all. We hope you will 
all enjoy your well-earned posting to Edinburgh. We 
are not quite sure how the Royal Navy will arise 
each morning without WO II G. Symon's dulcet tones 
issuing from "The Dust Bowl". 

We look forward to seeing you again soon, for 
a long promised "run-ashore" where we trust the 
lights will be brighter than those of Bario long
house. 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE DEPOT 
Commanding Officer : 

Lt Colonel J. Davie, MBE, MC, QO Hldrs. 
Adjutant: Captain E. F . Gordon, Gordons. 
OC HQ Coy: Major R. Ritchie, MBE, MC, A & SH. 
OC JS Coy: Captain N. J. C. Sutherland, QO Hldrs . 
2IC Junior Soldiers Company. 

Lieutenant P. J. Church, A & SH. 
OC Training Company: 

Captain D. M. H. Du Boulay, Gordons. 
2IC Training Company: 

Captain C. L. A. Fraser-Mackenzie, A & SH. 
Training Subalterns: 

Lt S. F. Sloane, A & SH. 
Lt N. J. Ridley, QC Hldrs. 
Lt D . C. Monro, QC Hldrs. 
Lt G. H. Peebles, Gordons. 

EDITORIAL 
The winter routine at the Depot has only been 

marked by the lack of recruits of all regiments. As 
the year has worn on, the size of squads has 
gradually decreased on average. 

During this quarter the first of the key appoint
ments at the Depot has changed. Major 0. R. 
Tweedy, BW, has left us for The Joint Services Staff 
College. He originally joined the New Depot at 
Fort George and was responsible for setting up the 
present Training organisation at Gordon Barracks 
when the Depot moved to Aberdeen. 

Captain D . M. H . Du Boulay is at present com
manding Trg Coy until Major E. S. Orr-Ewing, BW, 
arrives at the beginning of May. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
In the last three months both David Du Boulay 

and Nick Ridley have seen fit to announce to the 
world their intended marriage. This has led to two 
lunchtime champagne parties. An evil-minded person 
suggested that David Du Boulay delayed his engage
ment so that he need only provide drinks once as he 
combined his engagement drink with his promotion 
one. 

Colin Fraser-Mackenzie has arrived and shortly 
afterwards was promoted captain-more lunchtime 
champagne. 

Once again people have been very kind to us 
with their many invitations to shoot. The game book 
has a total of 6628 head in it for the season 1965 I 66. 
Of these 6081 were shot and 547 were caught on a 
hook. It is interesting to note that there are in fact 
more pheasants in the book this year than last in 
spite of it being . a poor year for them. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
With the New Year festivities behind us, we find 

ourselves with the task of submitting material for 
the Regimental magazine but this is sooner said than 
done owing to the lack of suitable material. The 
last quarter has been a quiet one socially, only being 
brightened by the occasional social engagements such 
as the St Andrew's Ball and the New Year's Draw, 
both of which were a great success. 

Looking around, we find that WO I Innes has 
joined us as RSM of Junior Soldiers Company. He 
seems to be settling down alright but we sympathise 
with him in his new job as "father" to a large family, 
especially as they 're all boys. 

Our sympathies also go to Sgt Richardson, who 
is still mourning over the defeat of his favourite 
team, the boys in blue, by five goals to one. 

Someone in the Mess has been spreading 
malicious rumours around that Sgt Bert Buchan is 

Gordon Highlanders-Rome Squad: 
Standing (L. to R .}- Pte Ian Burnett (Maud) who was a farm. 
worker before he joined. He is 19 years old and bas joined for 9 
years. His father was in the Regiment in the 1914-18 War; Pte 
William Milne (Ban~) who joined the Royal Scots Gt'e;s as a 
J11nior Piper. He is 19 years old and has joined for 9 years; Pte. 
John Wright (Mansfield) who was a miner before be joined. He is 
18 and bas joined for 9 years, He was in the ACF for 1t years 
and his grandfather was in the Regiment; Pte Thomas Gorman 
(Rosyth) who was a quarry worker before he joined. He is 18 
and bas joined for 9 yea.s; Pte Robert Wright (Mansfield) was a 
miner before he joined. He is 20 and has joined for 9 l'ears. He 
was a Junior Leader with the Sherwood Foresters for a short dme
and his brother is Pte John Wri11ht. Sitting (L. to R .}- Pte 
Ronald Graham (Macduff) who was a farmworker before he joined. 
He is 20 and has joined for 9 years; Pte Ronald Bell (Keith) 
who was a farmworker before he joined . He is 17 and has joined 
for 9 years; Pte Lawrence Riddell (Longbaven) who wa.s a farm
worker before he joined as a Senior Bandsman. He is 19 an!l has 
joined for 9 years. He had done a year at Kneller l(all, tbe 

School of Military Music. 
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having difficulty walking and it must have some 
weight to make his legs tremble. 

The Master Tailor, C /Sgt Varley, is always 
preaching about the wages of sin now that he has 
given up the bottle and is strictly IT. However, he 
can now spend more time with his camera, with 
which he is still in great demand, and perhaps he 
will now be able to take correctly focussed pictures. 

Finally, we must congratulate, first, Capt Du 
Boulay on his engagement to Miss Daphne Ritchie 
and also on his promotion, and appointment to OC 
Training Company vice Major Tweedy, and secondly, 
CSM Donald on his being " Mentioned in Dispatches" . 

TRAINING COMPANY 
In the last notes, the writer observed that nine

teen Gordon Highlanders completed their training 
in that quarter from five squads. My statistics are 
an improvement but are still a long way from satis
factory: seventeen recruits from three squads. 

Gordon Highlanders-Dunkirk Squad: 
Standing (L. to R.)- Pte Clark from Banch<>ry whose uncle is 
CSM Strachan now serving with the 1st Battali<>n; Pte Mitchell 
from Edinburgh, Sitting (L. t<> R)- Pte Taylor (EUom; Capt D. 

M. H. Du Boulay; Pte Muckle (New Malden). 

Capt Du Boulay saw Dunkirk Squad out on 9th 
October 1965. Mr G . W. Reynolds, MP, now 
Minister of Defence (Army), took the Parade and 
Pte Taylor from Ellon was Best Recruit. 

Caen Squad passed out on 6th November 1965 
when Pte Haldane from Edinburgh took the prize for 
Best GPMG Shot. 

Lt Peebles saw his first squad : Rome, out on 4th 
December 1965. It is rumoured that he was offered 
a police escort when it became known that the eight 
Gordons in his first squad of nineteen men took all 
the available prizes. Pte Milne of Banff won the 
Delgatie Cup for weapon training proficiency as well 
as being the Best SLR and Best GPMG Shot. Pte 
Gorman from Rosyth was the Best Recruit at PT and 
Pte Burnett from Maud was the Most Improved 
Recruit. In addition to this, Sgt Greenhowe and Cpl 
Cole were two of the Squad NCOs. 

Lt Peebles and CSM Donald have arrived in the 
Company from Borneo while Lt (now Captain) King
horn and CSM Symon have left to fill their places. 

Congratulations to Captain Du Boulay on his 
promotion and recent engagement and to Cpl Burns 
on acquiring a wife. 

Finally, many congratulations to CSM Donald on 
his award of "Mentioned in Dispatches". 

Gordon Highlanders-caen Squad: 
Standing (L. to R.)-Pte Lawton from Doncaster who transferceJ 
from the RAOC; Pte Haldane from Edinburgh who tran.ferred 
from the REME. Sittiqg (L. to R.)-- Pte. O'Hara (Edinburgh); 

Pte Christie (Aberdeen); Pte McLean (AberJ.een). 

JUNIOR SOLDIERS' COMPANY 
We had a rather ragged start to our Winter term 

with a lot of Juniors returning after the official start, 
as the Tattoo Dancers had a fortnights' extra leave. 
However they all eventually returned, and we got 
cracking with extensive football and boxing training 
to say nothing of the Education, Music and Military 
commitments. 

We have a number of changes on the staff of 
the company with L / Cpl Anderson, BW, Cpl Boag, 
QO Hlds, Cpl Wallace, Gordon, Cpl Harrop, Gar
dons, Cpl Morecroft, BW, Dmr Hamilton, A & SH, 
and CSM Cooper, A & SH, all leaving and being 
replaced by L /Cpl Baines, A & SH and L /Cpl 
McLean, QO Hldrs, Cpl Shand, Gordons, Cpl Cross, 
QO Hldrs, L /Cpl Craig, A & SH and L / Cpl Green-

Kinrara, 16th October 1965. Playing a lament at 
Duchess Jean's Grave: 

Captain E. F. Gordon, Cpl R. Harrop, J IPpr R. DaiUy, J I P~r J . 
Knox. J I Ppr J. Campbell and J I L I Cpl J. Dickson, Royal Scot& 

Greys. 
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wood, A & SH, and temporarily RSM Innes, Gar
dons respectively. We thank, and say "Cheerio" to 
all the leavers and "Hello", and hope you enjoy 
yourselves to the new staff instructors. RSM Innes 
very kindly agreed to help out till CSM Fenner, BW, 
joined on 7th January 1966. Though only here a 
very short time WO I Innes has certainly "left his 
mark" having "made it" very quickly indeed! 

Of the junior Gordons to leave, J /Cpl Henderson, 
1/Pprs Knox, Campbell and Mellay should all get 
into the Pipes and Drums when they join the Bat
talion and J /L /Cpl Rae will join the Military Band. 

Our arrivals in September 1965 and January 1966 
were J /Bdsm Simpson, J / Bdsm Gauld, J /Dmr Robb, 
J / Dmr Robertson, J / Dmr Thomson, J /Dmr Ewing, 
J / Ppr Williams. 

We congratulate J /Sgt Schroder and J / L / Cpl Rae 
on being accepted for a year's course at Kneller Hall, 
starting .in October 1966. Well done indeed . Riddle, 
who has just completed a year at Kneller Hall, has 
played with the Band occasionally when not on 
night training! He is now off to join the Military 
Band. 

We have had the use of Ppr Morrison who joined 
us ex-hospital and has been playing in the Pipes and 
Drums. Ex J / L / Cpl Milne, Scots Greys, transferred 
to the Regiment on joining Man Service and having 
completed his recruit training-4th December 1965-
has joined the Pipe Platoon till 1st March when he 
too should join the Pipes and Drums. He brings the 
total joining the 1st Bn Pipes and Drums to seven 
pipers! 

Soccer has been the main sport. We again got 
to the Finals of the Junior Soldiers' Company Chal
lenge Cup under the Captaincy of J /Cpl Henderson 
for the second year running; this time to be beaten 
by the Paratroop boys . We had a good, hard playing 
team who moulded well together. The Regiment was 
represented in the team by J /Cpl Henderson, Capt, 
LH, J /Sgt Schroder, RH, J /L /Cpl Merchant, IR, 
J / Bdsm Watt. RB, J / Dmr Clark, Centre. 

The results were:-
Result 

13th October 1965 
1st round : Yorkshire Brigade Depot 

Highland Brigade Depot 3 

27th October 1965 
Qtr-Final : Home Counties Brigade Depot 0 

Highland Brigade Depot 4 

9th November 1965 
Semi-Final: Light Infantry Brigade Depot 2 

Highland Brigade Depot 4 

J8th November 196~ 
Final: Junior Para Company 6 

Highland Brigade Depot 2 

C /Sgt Rice, BW, and Captain Sutherland 
travelled all over the county with the team, and can 
be justly proud of the hard work they put in at 
training sessions. 

Boxing got off to a slow start, but Captain Gor
don, L /Cpl Hutcheon and Cpl Smith ~tot seven 

juniors together and after puffing up and down the 
dunes between 7 and 7.30 a .m. six mornings a week 
and for I t hours three nights a week got them fit 
and took them down to the Mercian Brigade Depot 
at Lichfield for the Junior Soldiers' Company Team 
and Individual Championships. Out of the seven 
juniors we had six semi-finalists and three finalists. 
One of these was_ J / Ppr Rafferty who was one of 
last year's ACF Champions. We are now training 
hard for the Junior Soldiers' Individual Champion
ships to be held at Nuneaton from 4th to 6th March . 

Captain Gordon, Sgt Buchan, J /Sgt Schroder and 
J /Cpl Henderson made a kilted descent on Queen 
Victoria School, Dunblane on 9th December. They 
went via RHQ A and SH where they saw an old 
Gordon, Mr Jaffray, keeping the Castle and Argylls 
in order and came back via RHQ BW. They were 
all most impressed by the standards at QVS and can 
recommend it to any father thinking of a good school 
for his son. They saw six young Gordons, Ronald 
West, Ian Collie, Sgt Owen's nephew, who danced 
before the Queen Mother at the 51 (H) Divisional 
Reunion, Gordon and Roger Kent, Eric McKay and 
John Learmonth. 

They had a most interesting day, thanks to the 
Commandant, and his staff who showed them round . 

Almost at the end of the Winter term we split up 
into various Platoon and Age groups and walked for 
varying distances, up, down and round Scotland. 
Two of the younger groups got to know Aberdeen
shire better whilst another went to the Mar Lodge / 
Lhairig Ghru area and the last to Fort Augustus, 
ending up at the Drill Hall, Forl William, where they 
put on a very successful Ceilidh . This was similar to 
the one put on at Kingussie in October, when Captain 
Gordon and the Pipe Major took 12 pipers up to 
visit Badenoch, and the Laggan School of Piping run 
by Dr Kenneth Mackay. It was an excellent trip with 
visits to Dr Mackay, Cluny Castle, Calum Priobair's 
Cairn, Duchess Jean's grave, and on the return 
journey, some of us called in at "Garbhallt Shiel", 
Balmoral Estate, and saw Robert Brown the Queen's 
Piper. Cpls Harrop and Morescroft, the two pipe 
Cpl instructors, composed a March in memory of 
our visit to the Laggan School of Piping, and Dr 
Mackay has been kind enough to accept it. It has 
been called "Dr Kenneth Mackay of Laggan". 

Both bands have been playing at the Passing Out 
Parades of Training Company squads, and both were 
at the end of the Winter term very strong. The Mili
tary Band 35 with 12 Gordons; Pipers 17 with 8 
Gordons; Drums 7 with 2 Gordons. 

At the final Guest Night in 1965 on 23rd 
November, J /Cpl Henderson was one of the Mess 
Pipers and carried the 2nd Battalion Banner. On the 
evening of Sunday 12th December we had a Carol 
Service of 9 Lessons and Carols. J /Ppr Mellay and 
Sgt Richardson were two of the three Gordons who 
read lessons ano for the choir items, J /L /Cpl Rae 
and J / Bdsm Simpson were two of the three vocal 
soloists. 

We are hoping that more hind shooting will come 
our way as it did last year through the kindness of 
Major Grant of Gary Goulach, a friend of the Com
pany Commander. 
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3rd BATTALION (TA) 
Commanding Officer: Lt Colonel E. E. Toms. 
2IC: Major R. Bannerman, TD. 
Adjutant: Capt. H. Forster, MBE. 
QM: Capt W. J. R. Dawson. 
RMOs: 

Major D. E. Fraser, RAMC. 
Capt. J . R. Skene, RAMC. 

Chaplain: Rev. C. C. R. MacPherson, RAChD. 
RSM: WO I F . Tayles. 

EDITORIAL 
It had been hoped that details about the future 

of the Battalion with regard to the recently 
announced Home Defence Force, would have been 
ready for inclusion in these notes. Alas only rumours 
are abroad-and these rather disturbing ones- that 
"orne Scottish Royal Armoured Corps units and 
Royal Artillery units will become Light Infantry units 
in the new TA in preference to present Infantry 
units such as ours. 

By the time these notes are read no doubt we will 
know the truth. 

Whatever changes are mooted in military 
organisations it is surprising how little consultation 
there is with the units involved . The "faceless ones" 
continue to dictate our lives without even visiting us. 

It will be seen from the Company and Depart
ments notes that the period has been very full with 
its blend of military training, sport and social events. 
All of these have been very well run, well attended 
and enjoyed. If these notes could only wait for ten 
days we would be able to include the results of the 
Inter-Platoon Battle Tests-Exercise " Pole Star". 
These tests will take the form of a 24-hour platoon 
patrol from Peterhead through the Forest of Deer 
to Logie-Buchan and thence through the coastal 
dunes from the River Ythan to Black Dog. It cer
tainly has the makings of a most reali stic exercise. 

Once "Pole Star" is finished our sights will be set 
on the 51 Div Wpn Trg Meeting and First Aid Com
petition at Fort George on 2Sth /29th May and on 
the Freedom of Huntly on 4th June . 

Just for added measure we hope to send the 
Drums and Pipes and a small detachment to Belgium 
on 22nd May to accompany the Marquis of Aber
deen and his party of Ex-1918 4th Battalion Officers 
and men to the ceremony of linking the towns of 
Chievres and Ellon. This will be fully reported in 
the next issue. 

Two new Officers have ioined the Battalion and 
we extend to them a most sincere welcome. Captain 
Nigel Thornton-Kemsley ioins us on transfer from 
the Royal Si<!nals and 2 Lt Peter Barclay gains his 
Commission from the ranks of "B" Coy. 

The stre'lgth of the Battalion has risen again 
despite the doubts about the future. This speaks 
remarkably well for the continued loyalty of all men 
who by their spirit are still encouraging young men 
to join the TA. But it is not only the TA that 
they are encouraged to join. 

Great recruiting efforts have been made by the 
3rd Battalion on behalf of the I st Battalion. Three 
of our men have joined for training at the Bridge 
of Don in the period under review and at least six 
men have joined the Regular Army through the 
efforts of our PSis and others. 

So much hard work goes unnoticed and unrecog
nised. So much of it does not lead to recruiting 
success but if the effort was dropped the lack of any 
result would be disastrous. 

HQ COMPANY 
Company Commander: Ma jor R. M. Br.uce, TD. 
Second in Command: Capt A. D. M. H endry. 
I / c Special Trg Group: Major J . A. Leith . 
MTO: Capt R. D . Buchan . 
Signals Officer: Capt D . A. Young. 
PSis: WO II R . Kent. 

C / Sgt L. Ross. 
CSM: WO II A. R. Burnett. 
CQMS: C /Sgt J. Watt. 

Cpl Walker, HQ Coy, receives a left hook from 
Sgt Shepherd, "C" Coy 

(P'hotogrnph. by courtesy of " Pe ul! le's Journal.") 

After what seemed only a short respite after 
Annual Camp, the Winter traini ng commenced at the 
end of September 1965. Prior to this, on 18th / 19th 
September at the Bn Sports Meeting at Turriff, HQ 
Coy were first in the Cross Country Competition and 
placed fourth in the Orienteering. 

All departments moved into full action by the 
beginning of October and the Drums and Pipes con
tinued to chase the honours by being placed first 
overall at the 51st Division Reuni on on 2nd / 3rd 
October. A hectic period preceded the Annual Fit
ness Inspection on 9th October which passed once 
more successfully. 

The Military Band of the 1st Bn were welcome 
guests to Woolmanhill when the audience were 
entertained to a first-class programme produced by 
Bandmaster C. A. Harper, ARCM. During one of 
the items, the Adjutant was handed the Bandmaster's 
baton to the delight of the company-and the Band 
still played on! 

At the Aberdeen Remembrance Day Service, the 
Coy were represented by 30 men under the com
mand of Capt Simpson. All departments of the 
Coy were kept busy prior to ·the Bn display at 
Inverurie on 18th /19th December when all ranks 
are to be congratulated on an excellent display. 

The 11th December saw the Children's Christmas 
Party followed by the Coy Buffet /Dance. Both were 
highly successful- thanks to a hard working social 
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committee guided and assisted by WO II and Mrs 
Kent who performed wonders. The Christmas/New 
Year recess was followed on 15th / 16th January by 
the Bn Boxing and Indoor Sports Competition. HQ 
Coy was first in both competitions and as a result 
of this, is leading in the Silver Bugle Competition. 
Long may it stay this way. 

Congratulations to Pte J . A. D . R. Munro 
(Dennis) who won the recruiting competition and to 
Captains Simpson and Young on their recent pro
motions. 

We say farewell to the Reece PI who have been 
transferred to Sp Coy. Fortunately they are not far 
away at Bucksburn, but we shall miss them in more 
ways than one. 

Despite the shadow of the "Axe" hanging over 
us, the Coy is in good spirits and are in no way 
down-hearted-a Coy like this MUST carry on. 

"A" COMPANY (BANFFSHIRE) 
Company Commander: Major N. V. R. Simpson. 
2IC: Capt. J. Lobban . 
CSM: WO II J. Watson. 
CQMS: C/Sgt A. Milne. 
No 1 Platoon (Buckie) : 

Lieut A . T . Bruce. 
Sgt Milne. 

No 2 Platoon (Keith): 
2/Lieut J. Fowlie. 
Sgt Burgess. 

No 3 Platoon (Dufftown / Aberlour): 
Sgt Christie. 

SP Platoon Sgt: Sgt Henderson . 
PSis: Sgt Fraser. 

Sgt. Baldwin. 
"But my dear chap you ARE in the infantry

you know-walkies!!" Well on 30 gallons a month 
what else can one do! How one reads with relish 
of units with an "AIR PLATOON". 

Well, we are almost fit for all this enforced 
exercise and we thought that all the training was 
to win a place for ourselves in the Battalion boxing 
team, baskeball team, orienteering team, darts team? 

Training has resumed in its normal cycle with 
camp Garelochhead looming ominous. Those of us 
who have been there before know that there's sweat 
to be shed in them thar hills, with about a million 
midges for company. 

To date we have had sports weekends culminat
ing in the Battalion Sports weekend. We acquitted 
ourselves well on the whole but our non stop boxers 
take pride of place. Some whirlwind stuff from our 
team-a great pity that L /Cpl Lippe and L /Cpl Reid 
had to be matched together because of weight. We 
certainly left some bruised chins in Aberdeen. A 
credit to 2 /Lt Fowlie for some sterling training ses
sions. 

Not so basketball. Not even the combined grace 
of Lt Bruce and some rugby tactics from the Com
pany Commander could lower "B" Company colours. 

And so to thoughts of "Ex Polestar" a 24-hour 
test of endurance and initiative. With this and divi
sional orienteering and cross country to come we 
ought to be fit. Some say it's all organised just to 
keep Cpl Gillies in trim for his "Summer season". 

Buckie platoon's energetic and unpredictable 
platoon commander has gone back to School. This 
was not as a result of any Brigade directive on Army 
education but simply that he is also ambitious. He 

is tackling this latest move with the same determina
tion as he does his other pursuits. We wish him well 
-who knows, doctors may have got their increase 
by then! 

Christmas saw the Bydand Croft expand and issue 
the first shareholders report-other comments were, 
well-fed and delicious-what next? Was the Duff
town fly-past really turkeys with spats on? Christmas 
too had its successful children's parties. A huge 
Christmas booze list which all added to the con
viviality. 

And over all these activities hangs the axe of 
redundancy, slightly blunted by the thought of a 
posting to the Home Guard-! wonder if Dad still 
has his tin hat? However, we are still enlisting new 
members-our numbers continue to be strong and 
the company spirit excellent. 

C /Sgt Milne and Sgt Christie took some 24 of the 
company ski-ing to Grantown the other weekend and 
it was voted a hit. We can't complain of lack of 
interest or variety in our training- if only we had 
some petrol! 

We look forward to spring and pleasant weekends 
at Fort George--classification , watermanship, etc., 
etc. 

A special credit to Dufftown for their Old Folk's 
Christmas Party. This year it coincided with a visit 
to the Dufftown area by a depot contingent headed 
by Captain Euan Gordon. This turned out to be 
quite an affair and the pensioners were treated not 
only to an excellent meal but to a grand night's 
entertainment supplied by dancers, Gurkha Pipers 
and a concert team organised by Sgt Monty 
Macdonald. To everyone who helped organise this, 
a special thank you. 

"B" COMPANY 
The period in time covered by these notes can be 

split into two parts : pre and post-Hogmanay cele
brations. 

In the pre-New Year training period the Coy 
had a pretty mixed bag ranging from Bn river 
crossing exercises to sinking the Bismarck. The 
Bn river crossing exercise produced the following 
remark: Scene - Officers and Senior NCOs river 
crossing Ex, CO addressing assembled study groups 
on loud hailer on banks of Dee, Sgt Hadden (respect
fully) "That's for crying out loud". 

On October 22 there was a Coy Dinner / Dance at 
which WO II Willie Ogg received a bookcase to 
mark his transfer from "B" Coy to Bn Hq prior to 
his retiral. Mrs Ogg received a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers. We take this opportunity to wish Mr and 
Mrs Ogg the very best of luck in the forthcoming 
years. 

On the same evening L / Cpl Rhynd was presented 
with a clock to mark the occasion of his wedding. 

The following weekend Lt Hardie, Cpls Middler, 
Gordon Keith and L /Cpl Thomson were selected to 
take part in the Orienteering Finals. 

In November we landed at lnverurie in 5 inches 
of snow minus one Coy Commander. He had been 
put out of action by a fellow motorist trying to hitch 
a lift car and all, in his boot. 

As the same weekend was Armistice Day, Lt 
Third and party visited War Memorials at Turriff, 
Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Ellon laying wreaths on 
behalf of the Coy. 

The following weekend found some of us at 
Keith in the middle of the night and in a mild 
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blizzard guarding a road during an escape and 
evasion exercise held by "A" Coy. Being cold, wet, 
tired, hungry and thirsty it is not surprising that it 
was enjoyed by one and all. 

While all this frantic activity is going on at the 
weekend mid-week social activities have not been 
neglected. We now hold inter-PI sports evenings 
once a month , on a Tuesday evening visiting each 
TAC in turn. One of the main purposes is that our 
new recruits get to know each other and other 
members of the Coy. Since September we have re
cruited about a dozen men . Not bad considering the 
present state of unrest in the TA. 

On the 4th / 5th December we enjoyed a W / E 
with a difference when we saw a presentation of the 
Sinking of the Bismarck. This was carried out using 
model ships and a little gun cotton to great effect. 
It was discovered later that we actually had present 
in the Drill Hall a naval gunner who had taken part 
in the sinking of the Bismarck . He is Pte W. Barnes 
who was serving on HMS Sheffield at the time. When 
Major Gray got to the bit where the Bismarck turns 
through 180° and starts pounding the Sheffield, Pte 
Barnes was heard to say that the Sheffield was the 
only ship in the British Navy that ever turned round 
in less than its own 1 en gth. 

This brings us to Christmas and New Year and 
a welcome break from training. The " Big Fiddle" 
was a slow starter but finished well and we would 

like to take this opportunity to thank those who 
donated the various prizes. 

From the beginning of January our training has 
been concentrated on the Bn Indoor Sports Competi
tion and on Ex " Pole Star", the inter-pi competition. 

We managed to finish second in the Indoor Sports 
Competition and to Cpl Duncan, ACC and L /Cpl 
Stewart goes credit for winning the recently in
novated Darts Cup. 

We spent the 22nd / 23rd January Ex Silent Troup 
in the Pennan area as a build up and practice for 
" Pole Star" and our thanks are due to Mr Watt 
Taylor for the use of his land. 

This brings us up to date with feverish prepara
tion going on for " Pole Star" which we are deter
mined to win. 

"C" COMPANY 
Company Commander: Capt A. D . Simpson. 
PSI: Sgt G. H. Girting. 
CSM : WO IT J . Clifford . 
CQMS : C /Sgt J. Gallow. 
No 1 Platoon: Sgt Strachan. 
No 2 Platoon: 2 Lt T . G. MacRae. 
No 3 Platoon : Sgt Shepherd. 

These notes open by saying farewell to our Com
any Commander, Major J. A. Leith and to Lt M.A. 
Gill , both to take up new a ppointments in HQ Com
pany. They will be missed very much by all ranks 
of the Coy. No doubt our tracks will cross in the 

Presentation to Major J. A. Leith on leaving the Company 
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future as Major Leith becomes IC Special Training 
Group and Lt Gill becomes IO and Assistant Adju
tant. We welcome to the Coy as Company Com
mander, Capt A. D. Simpson and we all hope his 
stay will be a happy one. "Congratulation on your 
appointment and the best of luck, Sir" (Mine's a 
sweet stout, please!). 

The Annual Company Dance was held on 29th 
January 1966 at the TAC Banchory and a very good 

_time was had by all. The remark of the evening 
was "It's a treat to dance to some good music instead 
of the 'Plunk, Plunk' of them guitar things". The 
company were honoured by having as guests Lt Col 
and Mrs E. E. Toms, Capt and Mrs G. Thorn and 
RSM and Mrs F. Tayles. 

The Rally team continues to do well. Tn October 
the team had bad luck in theTA Driving Champion
ship in Wales. The three-tonner broke down soon 
after the start with gear box trouble. This unfor
tunately, put the whole team out of the Champion
ship. During the Div Driving Championship the 
good news that Pte Kelman had become a " Daddy" 
again was heard. This gave Fred a very good boost 
for the rest of the day. The team comprised Sgt 
Sturton, Cpl Sturton, Pte Kelman and Cfn Truscott 
with five from other companies. The team finished 
fifth being denied outright victory by a kink in the 
rules. 

The training has been going very well in the 
company and being combined with " D" Coy makes 
it more interesting. The first weekend together was 
in the Bennachie area to train in Patrolling. lt went 
off well and much was learned, particularly by Sgt 
Girling, our PST. The mechani sm of a Champ still 
remains a mystery to him. 

The fitter types of the compa ny had a taste of 
Rock Climbing in October when they went along with 
the Deeside Mountain Rescue Team to Lochnagar. 
Military training consisted of v.ire less procedure. 

We welcome to the ccmpany two recruits, namely 
Ptes Duncan and Ness. They have a lready made a 
good name for themselves by their boxing a bility and 
in the darts team. In the Indoor sport~. and boxing 
a t Woolma nhill on 15th / 16th Ja nua ry and combined 
"C" and "D" Company came third. th anks to a 
grand effort made by personnel of both companies. 

"D" COMPANY 
Company Commander: 

Capt N. S. Thornton-Kemsley. 
PSI: C/Sgt Skene. 
CS M: WO li Taylor. 
CQMS : C/Sgt Cahill. 
No I Platoon : 

2 Lt D. M. Dickie. 
Sgt Beadie. 

No 2 Platoon : 
2 Lt D . P . J . McCa rth y. 
Sgt Cooper. 

No 3 Platoon: 
Sgt Smith. 

On investigatin ',l the list of returns to Bn HQ we 
find these notes are long overdue, therefore, anticipat
ing our usual , not so polite rem inder from the 
Adjutant, we '-': ill put pen to paper. 

At the 51st Highland Division Reunion Sports the 
Bn did very well and this, no doubt, is fully reported 
elsewhere. Under the eagle eye of C/Sgt Cahill, the 
Company Tug o' War team did extremely well and 
came second. They were narrowly beaten in the final. 

The Brigade Commander's Inspection was to 
have been on Sunday 3rd October but was postponed 
until the Monday. The Company Commander had 
laid on an " Infernal" Security weekend and this went 
on as planned . Combined with "C" Company a most 
instructive weekend was held at Stonehaven. Our 
thanks to Major Singleton and his Boy Scouts who 
made up the hostile crowd. It was obvious that 
Major Singleton had had vast experience of this 
type of training. The Inspection on the Monday 
created a problem for our Sunday Bingo Sessions. 
At the last minute Colour Cahill chickened out 
and cancelled his session at Stonehaven but the 
promoters at Laurencekirk felt this might be their 
lucky night and carried on. As soon as the last 
number was called, all but a select few were ushered 
out, work commenced, and in no time every trace 
of Bingo had disappeared and the Drill H all emerged 
spick and span. 

On 30th / 31st September, in conjunction with "C" 
Coy, we held a patrolling exercise in the Bennachie 
Forest. This was umpired by Major Leith and C /Sgt 
Skene and an enjoya ble and instructive weekend it 
turned out to be. 

The 5 1 Div Orienteering Championships were held 
at Cultybraggan on the same weekend. Our only 
claim to fame was that 2 Lt Dickie was a member 
of the team which came second to II Seaforth. 

Very early in the year " D" Coy had decided that 
Remembrance Sunday would be on the 7th Novem
ber. Hi gher a uthority. however. decreed it would be 
the 14th, without as much as " By your leave, or 
kiss my hand! " At tile crack of dawn one Sunday 
morning Pte Peter Geekie appeared at the Drill Hall 
dressed ready for parade and enquiring as to why 

C / Sgt Cahill-winner of Table Tennis Championship 
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he was the only one there. On closer inspection of 
the programme he was at last convinced he was one 
week early. Never mind Peter, you did get a drill 
for it! 

Capt N. S. Thornton-Kemsley joined us as Com
pany Commander, Major Leith having taken up a 
new appointment in HQ Company. May we wish 
you all the best in HQ Company, Sir, and ask you 
not to forget us in the Mearns. We extend a hearty 
welcome to our new Company Commander and hope 
his stay will be a long and happy one. Capt 
Thornton-Kemsley is a local man and a prominent 
member of the farming community. 

18th/19th December was the Bn weekend at In
verurie. At this time we knew the axe had fallen 
and the weekend was designed to show the public 
that we were far from finished. Much conjecture 
exists about the future of the TA, however, and we 
all hope the TA will "soldier on" in one form or 
another for many a day to come. 

The annual Buffet Dance was held at Stonehaven 
on 28th January 1966 and a special Thank You to 
S/Sgt Webster and his able staff for the very fine 
Buffet. The guests included the Commanding Officer, 
Major Bannerman, Major Leith, Capt Simpson 
(Alone? You are slipping, Sir!), Lt Bruce and the 
RSM. 

Congratulations to Sgt Clive Smith on his recent 
promotion. We believe tha~ the third tape was wetted 
one Tuesday evening-drowned in fact. 

Lastly, we welcome some new arrivals to the 
Company:-Pte Mearns of Laurencekirk, Ptes 
Donald, Stewart, Marshall, Masson and Easton at 
Stonehaven. Boy David Strachan now makes three 
brothers at Laurencekirk and there are four brothers 
George, Lewis, Alistair and James Henderson. They 
all enlisted on the same evening. Is this a record? 

COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 
Our Scribe as usual seems to be behind the times. 
Training has progressed on relatively orthodox 

lines in the group. However, it has been sadly ham
pered by injuries to Sgt Beattie, Cpl Davie (to whom 
we wish all the best when he visits Stracathro) and 
to Pte Dow. Member of the group have taken their 
fair share in Orienteering and Cross Country Com
petitions and also more recently in the Indoor Sports 
Competitions. In general, training has been mainly 
in signalling and driving. Our congratulations to 
those who have now gained their Driving Licences. 

As these will be the last notes for Communica
tions Group it would be as well to outline the new 
policy. 

HQ Coy must bid a sad farewell to a formidable 
body of men in February which will probably delight 
Support Coy as all of Reece PI are to move to 
Bucksburn. This is, however, an old haunt of many 
of the platoon. 

On a brighter note may we welcome Capt Buchan 
as MTO and C /Sgt Ross as PSI to Great Southern 
Road, much I should think, to CSM Kent's delight. 

May we also congratulate the new Captains 
Young and Simpson and say farewell to RSM Tayles 
after his brief stay as acting MTO and Capt Simp
son to "C" Coy. Finally our congratulations to Sgt 
Beattie on his latest addition to the Beattie tribe. 

PIPE BAND 
The winter months, though less hectic than those 

of the summer from the point of view of public 

engagements, ·are, nevertheless, full of activity. Prac
tice continues unceasingly, except for a two-week 
Christmas / New Year break. Various indoor Mess 
Nights, dances, Piping and Drumming contests afford 
us ample opportunity to keep in top form, ready for 
another season "in the parks". 

The highlight of the winter has undoubtedly been 
the combined Military and Pipe Bands Annual 
Dinner (Dance which was held in the Imperial Hotel, 
Aberdeen. A large attendance of Bandsmen, Pipers, 
Drummers and their ladies enjoyed a first class 
evening. The company were privileged to have as 
guests, the Commanding Officer and Mrs Toms and 
Capt and Mrs Foster. Other guests included Majors 
Bannerman and Bruce, and Capt Thorn with their 
ladies. RSM Tayles was no doubt impressed with 
the organisation of the event and with the happy 
spirit that exists among all members of the Bands. 
Presentations during the evening were made to Piper 
Kenneth Mackie, who received the Geddes Quaich 
from Mrs Geddes, whose late husband gave the 
trophy its name. This quaich will be awarded 
annually to the best all round piper in respect of 
performance, smartness and all round effort. Piper 
Mackie has served the band for 12 years and his 
keenness and smartness have been an example to all 
of us. 

Lt Col Toms presented Drum Major Alex Wilson, 
BEM, with a magnificent silver salver, gifted by the 
Regiment to mark his retirement after 28 years' 
service, almost all of it as Drum Major. Many 
tributes were paid to "Drummie" and the company 
were charmed by his modest speech, so typical of 
Alex. Drum Major Wilson has not left us without 
first grooming his successor and we are sure that Sgt 
"Abby" Manson will maintain the high standards 
that have been set for him. 

The Band was again involved in the Christmas 
Lights "Switch-on" when we joined forces with the 
Highland Brigade Depot Pipe Band to lead an im
pressive parade. We have also supplied Pipers and 
Drummers for several gay occasions in the City and 
we feel that the City of Aberdeen and 3 Gordons 
are becoming more and more synonymous. 

We are pleased to welcome back to the band an 
ex-4/7th Bandsman, Jim Wood and also welcome 
big Bert Jessieman who will be an impressive sight 
behind the Bass Drum. Our grateful thanks to Sgt 
Adam Riley who has been of invaluable assistance 
on the " Bass" during our search for a figure of 
Big Bert's dimensions. Another valuable newcomer 
is Syd Spence of Stonehaven who has added to the 
quality of our Pipes section. Former 1st Bn col
leagues of his will appreciate how lucky we are to 
have him. 

On the debit side we are sorry to report that 
Piper Brian Welch is leaving us for Carlisle. Brian 
will be greatly missed, not least for his dancing 
instruction , though we are still hoping to have his 
services from time to time until August. 

Finally, we record the fine performance of our 
piping quartette in the recent coptest at Powis 
School. Although placed fifth out of fifteen , we 
achieved a high marking and feel that improvement 
can be made with more intensive practice. Our three 
drumming entries were highly successful with Cpl 
George Greig gaining second place with a wonder
ful performance and Pte D . Geddes and Boy A. Rae 
setting a high standard to take fifth equal out of 
seventeen entries. 
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MILITARY BAND 
We look back on 1965 as our busiest year for 

the Band, many of the engagements being paid, there
for keeping the funds healthy. 

Thanks to the Band's President, Sgt Bob Downie 
now has a lovely new cornet, something he has 
always longed for. We will now be expecting to 
have a couple of Cornet Solos from you, Bob. 

November I 965 was a busy month for the Band, 
playing at Ladies' Night for the Officers' Mess. The 
following Friday we visited Ellon for the British 
Legion Concert and played in front of a large 
audience. The Band was well looked after by Mr 
Sim . 

On Armistice Sunday we played at the Aberdeen 
War Memorial, the first time we had been granted 
this honour. A fine short engagement but "Gic 
cauld" on the fingers. We also took part in the 
"Switch on Aberdeen Lights Ceremony" and in 
company with the Junior Soldiers Band from the 
Depot, we marched from Albert Terrace to the 
Beach Boulevard. 

During the visit of I Gordons Band to Aberdeen, 
we were honoured to play with them at some con
certs. The music played was selected by Bandmaster 
C. Harper and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Generously supported by Band Funds the com
bined Bands held a Dinner /Dance in the Imperial 
Hotel. This was a great success. The Bands President 
in his speech, mentioned how sorry he was that Sgt 
Jim McCulloch from 1 Gordons was unable to 
attend as our guest. I am sure every member of 
the Band felt as he did . The only complaint at 
the Dance was heard to come from one of the bar
men who said we had drunk his weekend supply of 
drink, on Friday night! 

The Band was in attendance at the T A Boxing 
Competition on 15 January and was conducted by 
Sgt Maxie Thomson. None of the younger bands
men entered the Boxing. Perhaps they thought there 
were enough broken noses among the senior ranks of 
the Band. 

We welcome to the Band, M. Benzie, a brother of 
John Benzie, who joined us three months ago. We 
hope he will enjoy his stay with us and if there arc 
any more brothers at home, please bring them along. 

We are disappointed at losing Bdsm Galbraith 
who has moved to London for employment. Just 
finished Boy's Service, he will be remembered as a 
tidy soldier who was always ready to lend a hand. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
PMC:: Major R. M. Bruce, TD. 
Secy: 2 Lt D . Philip, RAPC. 
Wines Member : 2 Lt T . MacRae (Under instruction 

2 Lt I. Forbes). 
Foods Member : Capt (QM) W. J . R. Dawson. 
Property Member: Capt R . D. Buchan. 

The two " big events" of the quarter in the social 
calendar took place in October and November. On 
9th October 1965 the WO's C/Sgts and Sgts were 
our guests to dinner. A most successful and enjoyable 
dinner was followed by a visit to the Sgts' Mess for 
a nightcap. We were honoured to have two RSMs 
"On Parade"-a farewell to RSM Coggle and a wel
come to RSM Tayles. 

Our ladies were our guests on 6th November 
when a Dinner / Dance was held in the main hall 
of Woolmanhill Drill Hall. According to all reports 

it was another great success. The staff worked like 
slaves but could still produce and serve a good lunch 
the followin g day. Well done to all those behind the 
scenes. 

We are glad to report tha t there is quite a 
" traffic" these days in the Mess, especially after train
ing on Thursday evenings when there have been 
some interesting discussions. 

A special welcome to the Mess is extended to 
Capt N. S. Thornton-Kemsley (OC "D" Coy) and to 
2 Lt P. Barclay who has recently been commissioned. 

WOs' AND SERGEANTS' MESS 
"STINGRAY". Anything can happen in the next 

half hour. So says the scribe racking his brains to 
muster events since the last issue. 

In order of priority we must start by giving a big 
welcome to RSM and Mrs F. Tayles and hope their 
stay with us will be a long and happy one. 

The Mess has had a busy time over the festive 
season . Firstly, we had a social evening which was 
a great success. It is hoped to have a montlhy 
event provided it can be fitted in to the battalion 
calendar of events. The Children's Christmas Party 
was a hectic affair with approximately 120 kiddies 
being wined (pop) and dined . Our thanks to the 
committee for an enjoyable afternoon. . 

During the Battalion Indoor Sports weekend the 
Mess proved they were not such a lot of old crocks. 
HQ Coy's basketball team was entirely composed of 
Mess Members and won the final by beating "B" 
Coy by a large margin. We believe, however, the 
Adjutant is still completing claims for disabilities! 

We would like to congratulate the Commanding 
Officer on his choice of "Phantom Umpires" for 
Exercise "Pole Star", these being WO II Bill Ogg and 
C /Sgt Ginger Ross. Surely no bigger "ghouls" could 
be found in the North East of Scotland. 

Finally we look forward to our Spring Ball on 
the 21st May in the Queen's Hotel. The Mess will 
have dinner, followed by dancing. The Commanding 
Officer and a few guests will be attending. 

RESULTS OF INTER-COY SPORTS WEEK-END 
15th/16th January 1966 

BOXING 
Light Middle Weight 

Winner : Cpl D . Gillies, "A" Coy. 
Runner Up: Pte F . Kelman, "C" Coy. 

Welter Weight 
Winner : Pte W. Treasurer, HQ Coy. 
Runner Up: Pte S. Hood, "C" Coy. 

Light Welter Weight 
Winner : L /Cpl W. Adams, HQ Coy. 
Runner Up : Pte L. Wood, SP Coy. 

Middle Weight 
Winner: L /Cpl J. Reid, "A" Coy. 
Runner Up: L /Cpl S. Lippe, "A" Coy. 

Heavy Weight 
Winner: L /Cpl J . Kelman, "A" Coy. 
Runner Up: Sgt T . Bain, HQ Coy. 

Light Weight 
Winner : Cpl D . Walker, HQ Coy. 
Runner Up: Cpl G . Greig, HQ Coy. 



HQ / "A" Coys (kneeling) and "C"/''D" Coys - Basket Ball Teams 

BASKETBALL 
Winners : HQ Coy. 
Runners Up: "B" Coy. 

BADMINTON 
Winners : HQ Coy. 
Runners Up: SP Coy. 

TABLE TENNIS 
Winners: HQ Coy. 
Runners Up: "C" /"D" Coy. 

DARTS 
Winners: "B" Coy. 
Runners Up: "C" /"D" Coy. 

INTER-COY INDOOR SPORTS 
Winners : HQ Coy. 
Runners Up: "B" Coy. 
3rd: "C"/"D" Coy. 
4th: SP Coy. 
5th: "A" Coy. 

POSITIONS IN "SILVER BUGLE" COMPETITION 
Cross- Orienteer- Boxing Indoor Total 

Country ing Sports To 
Date 

HQ Coy 6 3 6 12 27 
" B" 5 5 2 10 22 
"C"/"D " 2 6 4 8 20 
"A" 3 4 5 4 16 
SP 4 2 3 6 15 

S.N.E. AREA ARMY CADET FORCE 
APPOINTMENTS 

Commandant: Lieutenant Colonel A. W. Macdonald, 
MC, TD, JP. 

Depute Commandant : Lieutenant Colonel J. H. 
Moonie, MM, TD. 

Staff Officer Cadets: Major F. V. D. Matt. 
Quartermaster : Major G . E. Michie. 
Area Adjutant: Captain W. B. Strachan. 
RQMS : SMI W. Morrison. 

Senior Chaplain: Canon C. Glennie. 

l st City of Aberdeen Cadet Bn 
CO: Major J. Kyles, TD. 
2IC: Captain J. Wallace. 
Trg Officer: Captain G. Marr. 
AAI: RSM P. A. Catto. 

Chaplain: Rev. J. C. Dickson. 

North PI, Woolmanhill : Lieutenant A. Bryson. 
R Sigs Tp : Lieutenant A. Bryson. 
Torry PI: Captain G . Marr. 
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RE Tp: 2 / Lieutenant A. Sainsbury. 
Woodside PI : RSM P . A. Catto. 
RA Tp: Lieutenant A. R. Elrick. 
FFY / SH Tp: 2 / Lieutenant P. Watson . 

2nd Aberdenshire Cadet Bn 
OC: Major J. R. Cutland. 
2IC: Captain A. M. Nicholson . 
AAI : RSM W. Morrison . 

Chaplain: Rev. J. Hume. 

Inverurie PI: Lieutenant T. McBeath. 
Huntly PI: Lieutenant A. G. Henderson. 
Fraserburgh PI: Lieutenant W. J . Chalmers. 
Strichen PI : Lieutenant P. Dawson. 
Peterhead PI: Lieutenant W. Sutherland, TD. 
Bucks burn PI: SMI D. Reid. 

SMI G. Harvey. 
Turriff PI: U / 0 W. J. Sinclair. 

SMI R. McAllister. 

3rd Banffshire Cadet Bn 
OC: Major W. Stephen Smith, OBE, MC. 
2IC: Captain W. A. Wilson. 
AAI: RSM W. Sutherland, BEM. 

Chaplain: Canon J. L. Stewart. 

Portsoy PI: 2/ Lieutenant W. Stott. 
Buckie PI : Captain J. Legge. 
Cullen PI: Lieutenant C. Sim. 
Banff Tp RE: SI J. Ewen. 
Aberlour PI : Lieutenant A. Taylor. 
Dufftown PI : Lieutenant P. D . Mair. 

Lieutenant R . B. Pickthall. 
Keith PI: SMI J. Stewart. 

4th Kincardineshire Cadet Bn 
OC: Major N. R. Gray. 
2IC: Captain W. S. Diack . 
AAI: RSM J. B. Rogers. 

Chaplain: Rev. P. Davidson. 

Aboyne PI : 2 / Lieutenant A. Brown. 
Banchory PI: Lieutenant W. Allan. 
Peterculter PI: 2 / Lieutenant W. Thain. 
Skene PI : Lieutenant N . C. Irvine. 
Stonehaven PI : 2 / Lieutenant J. B. Lowdon. 
Laurencekirk : Captain W. C. Officer. 

Best Cadet 
The principal individual event in the Scottish N .E. 

Area ACF's training calendar-the Best Cadet Com
petition- was won last October by Cadet SSM 
McGuire of the FFY /SH Troop, Aberdeen, with 
Cadet CSM Hamil, Bucksburn, runner up for the 
second consecutive year. 

Inaugurated by Colonel J. W. Nicol of Ballogie, 
when he was Commandant in 1961, the competition 
has been run every year since at a special weekend 
held at the Cadet Training Centre, Schoolhill, near 
Portlethen. Selected Cadets from each of the four 
Cadet Battalions-each of whom just fulfil certain 
minimum qualifications-compete against each other 
in a wide range of carefully prepared tests designed 
to bring out such things as smartness, physical effi
ciency, initiative, endurance, and qualities of leader
ship, and marks are awarded accordingly. 

Invariably there is very keen competition for the 
Championship trophy-a bronze statuette of a Cadet 
at the salute, gifted by Colonel Nicol- which the 
winning Cadet retains fo r one year. The runner up 
receives a plaque presented by the late Lieutenant 
Colonel D . D . Law, Aberdeen. 

Visit of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
One of the highlights of the past quarter for 

Cadets of the City Battalion was the visit paid by 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh towards the end of 
October. The special occasion arose during Prince 
Philip's whirlwind tour of the North East by heli
copter to see what progress was being made in the 
area in connection with his Award Scheme for young 
people. His programme in Aberdeen included a visit 
to Fonthill Barracks where he watched a party of 
City Bn Cadets at practice on the miniature range 
there for one of their tests under the scheme. 

When the Duke, who is also Colonel in Chief of 
the ACF, arrived at the Barracks it was a specially 
proud moment for SSM McGuire, winner of the 
Best Cadet Competition, as he marched forward, 
saluted, and opened the door of the car for the Royal 
visitor. Major F. V. D. Mott, the area's Award 
Officer and a number of ACF Officers actively asso
ciated with the running of the Award Scheme among 
Cadets-Lieutenant Colonel J. H. Moonie, Deputy 
Commandant, Major J. R. Cutland, and Captains 
A. M. Nicolson and W. S. Diack-were each pre
sented to the Duke who was accompanied by Sir 
John Hunt, the Scheme's director. 

Champion Platoon 
The honour of being the top Platoon amongst 

the twenty-seven detachments in the Area during 
1965 fell to the 2nd Aberdeenshire's Bucksburn 
Platoon and at a ceremony in the local Drill Hall 
the Championship Shield was handed over to CSM 
L. Hamil by the Honorary Colonel of SNEA ACF, 
and donor of the shield some fifteen years ago, 
Colonel J. C. King, Aberdeen. Colonel King, a one
time Commandant of the Area, inspected the parade 
and addressed the Cadets, congratulating them upon 
their steadiness and smartness of turnout. 

Sporting Achievements 
On the sporting side the Area followed up last 

year's achievements in the national field with further 
successes in both swimming and boxing. 

The Scottish ACF Swimming Championships, 
which were held on this occasion at the Bon-Accord 
Baths, Aberdeen, resulted in the Area's first ever 
win in Scottish ACF Championships when the SNE 
under-sixteen team won their championship, and the 
senior team was placed equal first with Glasgow and 
Clackmannanshire's ACFs. Four of our Cadets were 
subsequently chosen to represent Scottish ACF at the 
National Championships-Sergeant J. Maharey, 
Cadet D. Masson, both of Stonehaven, Corporal R. 
Robertson, Aberdeen, and Cadet S. Lorimer, Portsoy. 
However, the Scottish team were well beaten in the 
National Finals and had to be content with fifth 
place. 

Some fifty Cadets attended the Area's Boxing 
Championships run for the second year at the High
land Brigade Depot by Courtesy of Lieutenant 
Colonel J. Davie, to whom our grateful thanks. 
Some fifty Cadet boxers arrived for battle, but snow 
drifts prevented the Banffshire Cadets from getting 
through to Aberdeen. Stonehaven Platoon won the 
event for the second year running with Strichen 
Platoon and the new Turriff Platoon hard on their 
heels. 

From the winners an Area team of fifteen were 
chosen to travel to Redford Barracks, Edinburgh, to 
compete in the Scottish ACF Championships on 22nd 
January 1966. Only twelve of the team were able 
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to box due to weight difficulties, but at the end of 
the meeting SNE emerged as third with five Scot
tish ACF Champions and three runners-up. Two 
Cadets later travelled to Oswestry to box for Scot
tish ACF but of these Cadet Bradie was declared 
unfit to fight due to a cold, and Patterson was beaten 
in the finals. So no SNEA Cadet will be in the ring 
at the National Championships this year. 

Everyone connected with the ACF in the North 
East of Scotland was delighted at the award to RSM 
W. Sutherland, I 2 Cullen Road, Portsoy, of the BEM 
in the New Year's Honours List. "Paddy" Sutherland 
has been AAl to the 3rd Banffshire Cadet Battalion 
for the past fifteen years. He joined the Gordons 
TA in 1928 and in 1952 he became full-time AAI 
with the ACF. 

CAPE TOWN HIGHLANDERS 
EDITORIAL 

The old year with its trials and tribulations and 
year-end festivities has gone and the new year with 
its unknown is upon us. 

As is usual the Regimental Association organised 
the Hogmanay dance to ring out the old and ring in 
the new. This year the delegates from the Regiment 
to the Association did the organising and a very good 
job they made. We wish to congratulate the convener 
WO II Feldman and all his willing helpers. 

This year for the first time continuous training 
was held at de Brug, Bloemfontem. The conditions 
were rather unpleasant, ranging from snow and sleet, 
to a duststorm. The camp, except for the cookhouse 
and the Naafi was under canvas. This at least was 
no new experience for us and we soon settled in. 
Water and washing facilities were the biggest prob
lems. All the water used in the camp had to be 
carted in by tanker. However, a shuttle service to 
Tempe camp was organised and everybody was able 
to enJOY a hot water shower at least twice a week. 

The training was rather disappointing due mainly 
to the lack of PF instructors and training stores. The 
scheme itself went off reasonably and many valuable 
lessons were learnt. 

Fortunately we were able to compete for several 
Regimental trophies. Congratulations to "B" Coy 
for carrying off the coveted 62 Cup and to "C" Coy 
for winning the Angus Duncan Sports trophy. These 
were presented by the Commanding Officer's wife at 
a very ~.uccessful home-coming dance on 6th Novem
ber 1965. 

One of the items not finalised was our move to 
Wynberg. It seems now as far away as it did several 
years ago. No doubt the new year will see this 
move completed . 

The first half of the new year promises to be 
taken up almost entirely by ceremonial parades which 
will mean a lot of hard work by all members of the 
Regiment. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
This quarter started with the Citizen Force 

Officers' Ball held in the Parow Civic Centre. The 
SAAF was the convening unit this year and is to be 
congratulated on what was probably the best ball 
we have had in many years. Fortunately, many of 
our officers were able to be prese!lt to enjoy it. 

During October, the Unit was in camp at de 
Brug, near Bloemfontein. Although not entirely a 
holiday resort, we managed to make ourselves rela
tively comfortable. With fourteen Officers in camp, 
the Mess thrived. The dusty conditions, of course, 
further enchanced the popularity of the Mess Tent. 

Having Geoff Misplon and a guitar, with us 
again, helped to improve the range and quality ot 
our sing-songs. Now if only the words could be 
remembered. 

We had two visits from the Officers of the 
Prince Alfred's Guards who were encamped about 
a mile away from us. It was good to renew our old 
acquaintances and strike up new ones. One can 
always rest assured that a camp will be a social 
success if the PAG are in the vicinity. 

Also in camp with us were the West Transvaal 
Regiment. Brief contact was made with this unit 
in 1963 at Operation Spitskop and this time we made 
su~e that this was developed by, amongst other 
thmgs, a very pleasant "sundowner" session in their 
Officers' Mess. 

Camp will always mean problems for certain 
people . .for example, Capt. Colin Rowe, our 10-cum
QM in camp, feels that if he never again saw or 
heard of a " basins, wash hand", it would be too 
soon. 

A / FD CT's Eric Feist, Geoff Misplon and Martin 
Eekhout joined us at de Brug from their respective 
"country_" residences. They were all disgustingly fit 
and their company was thoroughly enjoyed. Our 
only regret is that more of our "country" members 
could not attend. 

The Alamein Dinner was held at the De Waal 
Hotel during November and we were very pleased to 
see so many of the old faces that we had missed 
for several years. Major Crawford proposed the 
toast to the Regiment in admirable fashion and the 
concensus of opinion was that it was well worthwhile 
postponing the dinner to allow him to be present 
during his visit from Johannesburg. Unfortunately, 
we all too seldom see our ex-members now resident 
away from Cape Town. It was gratifying to note 
the number of younger members of the Regiment 
that attended the dinner. 

During November, the annual Spring Reception 
was held at the Army Officers' Mess, Wynberg. 
Although Commandant-General Hiemstra, the Guest 
of Honour, was prevented from attending, this did 
not detract from the congenial atmosphere, and all 
attending enjoyed the evening immensely. 

The usual "Cake Cutting" was held on Monday, 
13th December, and proved as pleasant a gathering 
as ever. One did tend however, to notice the absence 
of Col "Sam" Sumner, who had been such an integral 
part of this gathering for so many years . 

Course results are now to hand our hopes 
appear to have been justified. Both Capt O'Brien and 
Capt Rowe did extremely well on their promotion 
courses with the former succeeding in cqming in first 
on the Captains to Majors' course. Congratulations 
to both of you. 

During this quarter, A /FD CT Geoff Misplon 
also took unto himself a wife. Our very best wishes 
to the two of you. 

Naturally, the year ended with Hogmanay, which, 
although not a Mess function as such, was, of course, 
patronised by the members of the Mess. A most 
enjoyable evening and a fitting end to 1965. 
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SERGEANTS' MESS 
Many events have taken place since our last 

publication. So many in fact, that it has become 
difficult to find a starting point for this edition. 

Congratulations are always a good opener and 
we begin by wishing Sgt "Bobby" de Reuck and his 
wife every good fortune for the future. Mrs de 
Reuck has recently presented "Bobby" with a 
daughter. ' 

A closely united pair in our Mess have recently 
both taken the first step towards "getting hooked". 
S/Sgt Baxter has become engaged to Daleen 
Oosthuizen and Sgt van der Westhuizen has become 
engaged to Lorraine Sass. To both these couples 
we extend our heartiest congratulations and every 
happiness for the future. (S / Sgt Baxter is now safely 
married-Scribe). 

Our most recent promotions include Sgt Gibbs 
and Sgt McQuade to the rank of S /Sgt. In both 
cases the promotion is well merited for both these 
S /Sgts are specialists who have always given their 
best to the Mess and Regiment. They can be relied 
upon to complete any undertaking up to and beyond 
the required expectations . Congratulations and well 
done chaps. Keep up the good work. 

Other promotion~. into the Mess are those of 
Sgts Pols, Norton, Gomesfias, Solomon and Wil
liamson. They were all welcomed into the Mess at 
the November 1965 Mess meeting where they pledged 
themselves to work for the benefit of the Regiment 
and the Mess ~ Through the medium of these notes 
we once again say welcome chaps- pleased to have 
you aboard. 

And yet more congratulations, this time to WO II 
Steyn upon his success at winning the McSchworm
stedt trophy, WO 11 Cox, upon winning the MacKie 
Cup and WO II Feldman upon his Coy - Head 
Quarter- winning the Currie Cup shoot. As can be 
seen it appears to be the season for the WOs to win 
all the shooting trophies. 

Annual camp this year was conducted at the de 
Brug training grounds. Conditions left much to be 
desired . The supervision was strict, the weather 
extremely variable. On the other hand the food was 
good . Because of the lack of entrants the annual 
tortoise race was not held this year. After a small 
celebration in camp the RSM WO I Loxton returned 
to his bed only to find a blue elephant with pink eyes, 
between his sheets. It was, of course, only a toy 
placed there by one of our Sgts. The RSM is still 
looking for the culprit, but "Mums" the word for 
the few who do know are not talkmg. 

Two of our Mess members were hospitalised in 
camp. WO II Lippert with a bout of flu and Sgt 
van de Westhuizen who lost his voice, much to the 
joy of "C" Coy No 9 Pl. We are pleased to report 
that both th~se able bodied men are back in full 
swing again, and are making up for lost time. 

Prior to going to camp, as is the custom of our 
Mess, a typical SA " Braai" was held. This is held 
in order that the wives can all get together. A further 
function, our "Home-coming dance", was celebrated 
when the Regiment returned from camp. This was 
well attended and a pleasant evening was had by all . 
The winner of the 62 Cup was announced at the 
dance and "B" Coy had this year won this coveted 
trophy, presented to the most efficient Coy of the 
year. WO II Roberts, "B" Coy CSM collected the 
"Prize of the Year" . 

This quarter has brought sad as well as pleasant 
tidings. Sad tidings which struck our Mess was the 

passing on of tho wife of one of our Sgts. Mrs Janke 
who had long been ill passed away whilst on holiday 
with her husband Sgt Janke and their family. The 
Mess was deeply touched by Mrs Janke's death and 
everyone expressed their most sincere sympathy to 
Sgt Janke and his family in their time of bereave
ment. 

"A" COMPANY 
Although "A" Company was represented at the 

annual continuous training camp held at Bloem
fontein last year it did not function as such. Com
pany spirit was not lacking even though we were 
employed in completing the numbers of "B" and 
"C" Companies for training purposes. 

Weather conditions as may have been noted from 
other reports were not of the pleasantest, neverthe
less the Company did their best in training with the 
other Companies. 

"B" COMPANY 
Camp this year was held at Bloemfontein and 

will be remembered for years to come for the ex
tremes of weather we enjoyed(?) . Once again we 
were fortunate enough to operate as a Company for 
the scheme and at this juncture we would like to 
place on record our appreciation of the efforts of 
A /Fd Ct "Tony" Bedford and his merry band of 
"A" Coy members who joined us to strengthen 
Bravo Company. 

As usual the first few days in camp were spent 
on administration tasks and both " B" and "C" Com
pany Commanders delayed their arrival to avoid this 
trying period . All in the interests of training, of 
course . . . ! Our first full week was devoted to train
ing in accordance with a programme laid down by the 
Training Staff. Whilst we appreciate the need for 
the various lectures we feel that the time table laid 
down was for troops not as highly trained as we 
are. This is no doubt sacrilegious but our Company 
training during the year covered the various aspects 
fairly thoroughly and we would have preferred more 
practical training after a short period of revision. 

A stand-to inspection on Saturday 16th October 
was followed by a drill competition which we won 
narrowly. At the last minute we decided to have 
our drill squad's shirts laundered and starched and 
this was duly organised with the aid of Staff "Pappy" 
Meeser. Imagine the gloom and despondency when 
Cpl Woolidge went to collect the shirts only to find 
that our PF contact had knocked off for the week
end! As luck would have it our Company Com
mander had his car in camp and the shirts were 
retrieved and two very relieved "B" Company mem
bers returned triumphantly to camp, violating 
umpteen regulations, civic and otherwise, on the way. 
There was a certain amount of controversy as to 
whether or not counting the time would be penalised 
when we eventually took the field and we were highly 
amused when one Sgt Major assured us that "chi 
chi" between movements was NOT repeat NOT 
counting! Whether it was our turnout, which 
we modestly claim was very good, our not counting 
the time (audibly) or just the fact that certain cold 
drinks were promised if we won, our team produced 
the necessary goods and we did it. 

The scheme started with an IS task on the Mon
day night during which temporary bases were set up 
and the Company literally froze into immobility. 
Communications were not what they could and 
should have been and it was no surprise therefore 
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when first "C" Coy and then 4 Platoon went off the 
air. A proposed sweep for some ungodly hour was 
abandoned on Tuesday morning due to lack of 
transport and communication with Charlie Coy and 
eventually after a belated breakfast "rain stopped 
play". 

On Wednesday we occupied defensive positions 
and the day was spent digging in and improving a 
rather bad position from a Company point of view. 
Coy HQ was sited in a tank pit and digging was 
confined to the needs of nature. Apart from sporadic 
shelling the enemy confined his activities to rather 
creditable imitations of commercial radio pro
grammes. Our Sigs NCO soon put paid to these 
antics by drawing up authentication tables and this 
indirectly led to a vast improvement in Coy HQ 
morale. In advising Staff McQuade of our code Rfn 
Tommy Parish managed to liberate a few cans of 
"battery acid", thus performing the first qf his three 
miracles viz turning water into wallop. He later fed 
the multitude from five hotboxes and two milk cans 
and as a piece-de-resistance, when codeword 
"Apollo" was given "he took up his bed and walked". 
And walked. And walked. And walked. 

On Thursday morning we took up temporary 
defensive positions until peace was declared. We then 
retraced our weary steps to watch a demonstration(!) 
of Infantry I Armour co-operation. Thanks to Comdt 
Nel of PAG we were spared the doubtful honour 
of marching back to camp and by lunch-time Gyppo 
PT was the order of the day. Only Sgt "Bobby" de 
Reuck and yours truly know that a foot inspection 
was carried out that afternoon-the rest of the Com
pany being dead to the world . 

The remaining week in camp was spent on the 
various shooting ranges and in administration tasks 
and once again two Company Commanders found it 
necessary to return to Cape Town smartish. Now 
that the blisters on our feet have healed, most of the 
dust has been washed out of our clothing and we 
have become used to the luxury of hot baths, now 
perhaps we can review the camp in its true perspec
tive and appreciate the lessons learnt. These have 
been adequately discussed by the Commanding 
Officer and we will not belabour them further. 

It is not possible to mention all those who con
tributed to the efficient functioning of the Company 
without publishing the nominal roll but there are 
a few who are particularly worthy of note and of 
these the first is without doubt Sgt "Bobby" de 
Reuck. As acting CSM Sgt de Reuck was at a dis
advantage as all other CSMs were in camp. Then, 
in BRAVO Coy, he suddenly had to take over from 
S/Major Lippert just before the scheme started. That 
he did so and performed the required duties and 
many others too with a minimum of fuss and a 
maximum of enthusiasm is proved by the high stan
dard of efficiency shown by the Company through
out camp. Sgt Solomon our new CQMS was a tower 
of strength and was responsible for our getting 
what comforts we could under adverse conditions 
and perhaps more important for maintaining our 
administration, always a thankless task, absolutely 100 
per cent. Sgt Joe Adamo and his drill squad put in 
a lot of extra effort under the guidance of A / Fd Cts 
Wright and Eekhout and Sgt de Reuck and all our 
Corporals acquitted themselves very well-particu
larly in the newly-formed Corporals' Mess. 

Return to Cape Town was celebrated in tradi
iional manner with the Home-coming Dance and 

presentation of trophies and we proudly record the 
winning of the 62 Cup for the third successive year. 
Only the now defunct Support Company managed 
four-in-a-row so the other Companies can rest 
a$sured that we intend bettering the record. Cham
pagne and Guinness were on hand "just-in-case" but 
well-wishers added-and subtracted-ingredients until 
fear was expressed for the safety of the cup. All 
present drank to our success, including one lass who 
didn't believe that the cockroaches we dropped in 
for test purposes were thriving. 

And so to the end of 1965 and farewell to time
expired personnel. Staff Gavronsky, erstwhile 
CQMS, has decided to concentrate on cooking up 
prescriptions and in wishing him every success in 
his profession we also place on record our thanks for 
his unstinting efforts in his II years in the unit. Sgt 
Adamo, Cpl Norman and eleven old sweats have also 
handed in their kit and to all of them we extend best 
wishes for the future. 

Congratulations to Fd Ct Bagshawe-Smith on his 
promotion and appointment as Senior Subaltern, to 
Fd Cts Bone and Mayne, Sgt Solcmon and Cpls 
Allen, Holleson, Horn, Lacour, Rentzke and Sass 
on their promotions and also to L /Cpls Porzig, van 
der Merwe and Wurz on attaining the first step on 
the ladder. 

"C" COMPANY 
Well, 1965 has ended with a flourish and this 

quarter has seen a great deal of activity-particu
larly during October when we attended camp. 

The Battalion arrived at de Brug, 13 miles out
side Bloemfontein, to find our home comprised dust 
and tents-in that order. After a few days we 
realised that these were not the limits to the charm 
of the spot. The weather fluctuated between ex
tremes of heat and cold! Paradoxically though, that 
unpredictable feature of army life, morale, was 
extremely high and on the ascendancy throughout 
the camp. 

It was pleasing to have our country members with 
us again-in particular A / FD CTs Feist and Misplon . 

The intitial phase of camp, namely, the training 
before the main scheme, went very well. The Com
pany carried out a night exercise, which, amongst 
other things, involved sending two patrols to recce 
the camp of our friends, the Prince Alfred's Guards. 
Although both patrols were very successful from the 
point of view of intelligence information gained, the 
PAG entered into the spirit of things to the point 
of succeeding in capturing three members of one 
patrol. However, they very kindly repatriated their 
POWs and we returned to our respective homes on 
the best of terms. After all, it's not that difficult to 
get off an as~orted colour range of polishes with 
cold water at midnight, is it Springthorpe? 

For all training during camp, "A" Company was 
split between " B" and "C" Companies. FD CT Bill 
Tooley and his men mixed in very well and we 
thoroughly enjoyed working with them. 

There was a distinct lack of transport available 
to the Battalion this year, but, even so, one wonders 
what is becoming of the modern army when an 
infantry comp:wy graciously declines a lift, prefer
ring to use its flat feet! 
Crawford who had come down from Johannesburg 
especially for the occasion. 

Major Crawford had grown up with the Regi
ment before the war and in the middle of the war 

w..._ ___ ___________________ - - -
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Monday, the 16th of October, saw "C" Company 
in scenes from "Lawrence of Arabia" on the rifle 
range. Ever tried "snap" or "rapid" in a cyclonic 
dust storm? The afternoon 's proceedings were en
livened by the "Reverend" Tucker's lecture on 
snakebite. 

From the range, the Company went straight into 
the main scheme, and shortly after the last light had 
established our temporary bases and sent .put patrols 
to dominate the given area. There are times when 
one should possibly not be too diligent in the set
ting up of temporary bases. After all. when radio 
communication breaks down and no one. from Bat
talion can find you, it could happen that you don't 
hear of the next phase until you find yourself being 
"swept" just after first light!!! Well, even if we 
couldn't raise "LM", we did have the Charlie Com
pany Quartette. 

The conventional part of the scheme had certain 
aspects which one tended to remember. Like March
ing! Like Waiting! Of course Snowball might also 
remember the route from 9 Platoon to Brigade HQ. 

The scheme also saw the employment of the 
very advanced "von Arnim" pack for pillows, 
blankets and all mod. cons. in the field. 

Although the exercise was carried out in an area 
abounding in game and we were continually disturb
ing Springbok and Steenbuck. the only capture was 
one baby Springhaas, which duly became "C" Com
pany's mascot. Rfn Campbell was charged with its 
welfare-a task he executed under extremely difficult 
conditions. Unfortunately, our mascot left this cruel 
world but a few days later. The inquest returned a 
verdict of death as a logical sequel to taking Army 
food. 

We are getting the feeling that "C" Company is 
serving some useful purposes. After all ... 

. . . The only man in the battalion with little 
enough respect for other men 's coiffures to act 
as barber, was Letcher. 

. . . Not having learnt from this, Cpl Norton, 
our cook, was promoted to Sgt and put in charge 
of the battalion kitchen! 

... Cpl Williamson was also snaffled early on in 
camp and promoted to Provost Sergeant. That's 
one way of losing friends! 

... At the LMG shoot Cpls Wahl and Loveland 
took over as armourers so satisfactorily that the 
Permanent Force wallah took the rest of the day 
off. 

... Of course, if you need a security cordon 
thrown around the camp on a Sunday afternoon , 
"C" Company can do that for you in three 
minutes flat from the time of the order, i.e. using 
no officers. The garb for such exercises i9 original 
in every sense of the word, but then you can' t 
expect more than the bare essentials when you 
call out the "Militia" on a Sunday afternoon . 

... If you need musical accompaniment for pay 
parades, this can be provided by "C" Comoany 
Male Voice "Choir" .. . well , anyway, Male 
Voices. 
Although we tried very hard, this year saw the 62 

Cup again going to "B" Company, albeit by a short 

margin. Congratulations " B" ! We enjoyed the keen 
rivalry. 

"C" Company was fortunate enough to be able to 
take the Duncan Shield for sports. It was a pity that 
only soccer could be played this year. However, the 
standard of play was very high and a regimental 
team would certainly not be embarrassed in the 
middle leagues. 

The Stuart Solomon Cup for "C" Company was 
won by 9 Platoon, followed closely by 7 Platoon 
and then 8. Congratulations to the youngest platoon. 
The cup was presented by the then Honorary Colonel 
around 1902. Jt is for general efficiency and covers 
squad drill, cleanliness of barracks, prosecutions and 
musketry. 

We offer our congratulations to Sgt and Mrs 
Castle on their newborn. During camp, Rfn and 
Mrs Tilley became the proud parents of a son. Our 
very best wishes to the three of you. 

During camp, we were all very sorry to hear of 
the Joss of Rfn and Mrs Manthey's baby . Please 
accept our heartfelt sympathy. 

During this quarter, A / FD CT Geoff Misplon 
took the plunge and got married. To you and your 
good lady our very best wishes for your future 
happiness. It's good to have you back in Cape 
Town. 

We offer our hearty congratulations to Sgt 
Williamson, Cpls Carstens, Gildenhuys, Molteno, 
Deacon, Loveland, Pidgen and Wahl on their respec
tive promotions. 

Once again Rfn " Micky" Giles is to the fore. 
This time he has distinguished himself by getting 
into the Western Province cricket side as opening 
bat for the match against the South African Univer
sities XI. Best of luck! 

Congratulations are also in order for Rfn . G. 
N. Malan, who has just completed his B.Comm. 
degree. Our good wishes for the future. 

Once camp was out of the way, our CSM Wally 
Cox, agreed to undergo an operation that should 
have been performed a long time ago. This particu
larly painful operation has now been completed and 
he is on the mend. Don' t rush it Wally. We want 
you back your usual 110 per cent fit! 

This quarter has been memora ble for the way in 
which esprit de corp has grown in the Company. 
May it continue and grow through 1966 and the 
future . 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
October Meeting: 

Our Guest Speaker on this occa~.ion was Major 
Lombard of the South African Air Force who 
described his experiences in Korea and finally told 
us of his nine months' life as a prisoner-of-war in 
Chinese hands. It was a most interesting and absorb
ing evening and a great pity that only 30 members 
were present. 

Alamein Dinner: 
This was held on the 26th November at the De 

Waal Hotel about a month later than usual-the 
postponement was due to the fact that the Regiment 
was away during October and then the date was 
further postponed to accommodate Major George 
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finally seconded to the Gordons. His presence, un
doubtedly, was a §pecial attraction and a record 
number of 120 members attended this Dinner. It 
was a rare privilege to have such an excellent speaker 
.and it was quite amazing to see how he was able 
to hypnotize the most hardened soldiers into com
plete silence, despite a very hectic pre-dinner session. 

The Dinner was a real success and it is hoped that 
in future the standard of this Dinner can be repeated. 

Christmas Tree: 
This year Sgt Seymour Stoch acted as Father 

Christmas for 90 children. This time there were, 
included among the children, some grandchildren of 
members of the Association. Whilst the children 
were entertained to a very good puppet show and 
were able to work off their enthusiasm and youth 
with various games, the fathers and grandfathers in
dulged in some steady reminiscing with the odd beer 
in the back room. The mothers and grandmothers 
were happily engaged in watching the enthusiasm of 
their children . 

New Year's Eve Dance: 
This was again held at Unitie and was considered 

to be an outstanding event. Some 450 folk thoroughly 
enjoyed this very well organised dance. The 
organisers were F /C Barry Ventris, S / Major Brian 

Feldman and S/Major Wally Cox. This dance was 
extremely well supported and an excellent floor show 
was given by the Pipe Band who also played in the 
New Year . 

In accordance with long-standing tradition, the 
Chief of the Callies paid his customary visit after 
midnight, whilst the CO and 2 IC of the Regiment 
had paid their respects to the Callies earlier in the 
evening. 

It was a fine effort and our congratulations go to 
these new organisers. 

Capt Lyle Williams: 
Lyle is being transferr ~d to Port Elizabeth on 

promotion by his firm in February and Port Eliza
beth's gain will be our loss. Lyle has been the back
bone of the Association for many years . He has 
been on the Committee since 1946 and, barring a 
three-year break, has been Secretary of the Associa
tion from 1949 to 1965. It is difficult to pay sufficient 
tribute or to express the members' appreciation d 
all the hours of labour that Lyle has devoted to his 
task. We are all sad to see him go and we only 
hope that his stay in Port Elizabeth will be a tem
porary one but, in the meantime, that his example 
of service will be an inspiration to younger and 
older members of the Association for whatever tasks 
they may be called upon to undertake from time to 
time. 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS ASSOCIATION 
London Branch: 

To Lieutenant General Sir George Gordon Len
nox, KBE, CB, CVO, DSO our members wish to 
extend a hearty welcome as our new Colonel, and 
hope to see him at some of our gatherings in the 
near future. 

Since our last notes this branch has been engaged 
in the usual winter functions and duties, but to put 
the records right we have to inform our readers 
that owing to pressure of business Major General E. 
C. Colville has had to relinquish his appointment 
of President and Lieutenant Colonel R. G. Lees has 
kindly taken over the duties of President again for 
a short period until we can get over this difficulty. 

Annual Reunion: 
On the 6th November we gathered in The London 

Scottish HQ for our annual reunion dinner. Under 
our new chairman, Major R . B. Wilkinson, we sat 
down approximately sixty strong. Our chief guest 
of the evening was Lieutenant Colonel A. N. Niekirk 
who at present commands The London Scottish, and 
also present as a guest was his father who is a great 
friend of the Association. We were pleased also to 
see our friends from Edinburgh and Nottingham. 
After the meal, Captain Tommy Doig had a very 
pleasant duty to perform in presenting Colonel Lees 
with a small silver statuette of a Gordon Highlander 
in recognition of his years of valued service to the 
London Association. In his reply Colonel Lees said 
that at this stage he was lost for words but members 
would realise how very proud he was to receive such 
a gift from his friends. After coffee the company 

retired to the bar, and yarn swapping went on until 
quite a late hour. I do hope that next year we can 
muster a few more members, especially those who 
have not yet attained a reunion and those who 
have let their attendance lapse. 

Remembrance Day: 
On Sunday, 14th November a small party of 

members and their wives gathered at the Regimental 
Plot at Westminster Abbey to pay their respects. 
The plot was very well laid out and crosses repre
sentative of branches of the Regiment and Associa
tions were planted. 

Children's Party: 
In all approximately one hundred children were 

present at the party. On assembling at The London 
Scottish Headquarters the children were entertained 
with games, and from then on a very full programme 
was executed. The full Pipe Band of the London 
Scottish was in attendance and here Pipe Major De 
Laspee and Sergeant Ferguson excelled in handling 
the children. The clowns with reindeer were also 
a great success. At 4 p.m. the children and parents 
were served with a wonderful tea, then came carol 
singing after which Father Christmas (in the person 
of our President) was piped down from aloft to 
distribute wonderful presents to all the children. At 
the end of the party a very pleasing ceremony took 
place at which Mrs Lees was presented with a small 
vase in token of her services to the Association and 
especially the children. We offer our thanks to all 
those who helped financially or by service to make 
the party such a great success. 
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Nottingham & Midlands Branch: 
We send our loyal greetings and best wishes to 

Lieutenant General Sir George Gordon Lennox, 
KBE, CB, CVO, DSO on his appointment as Colonel 
of the Regiment. 

Since the last issue it has been all systems go 
for the Branch. Our social list has been a full one, 
with a full turn out of regimental members. There 
were two joint socials with the Sherwood Foresters 
Association, at the second of which our members 
were presented to the Colonel of the Sherwood 
Foresters, Major General C. B. Fairbanks, CB, CBE. 
He was impressed by the turn out of our pipers, 
Messrs Runcie and Howlett, and by the large turn 
out of ex-Gordons, who outnumbered those of the 
local regiment. 

The Remembrance parade was impressive and the 
best the City of Nottingham has had for many a 
year. The parade was led by the Beeston Lads Pipe 
Band, followed by the RAF Military and Pipe Band, 
while our pipers played a lament during the wreath 
laying ceremony. Mr A. McLean laid the wreath 
on behalf of the Association. 

A most enjoyable weekend was spent by a party 
of the branch as guests of the Edinburgh Club, and 
by all accounts there was many a battle fought 
around the bar and they could not shift our secretary 
as he would insist on having a wee dram with his 
old pal Harry Melrose. Our thanks to Andrew 
Fairgreave and the committee; let's hope that we 
can give them the same hospitality when they visit 
us. 

Dave Shore and Albert McLean repesented the 
Branch at the London Reunion Dinner, and they 
came back with glowing reports. 

Our Hogmanay was nearly a washout (time 
please at 10.30) as Mine Host had forgotten to get 
the bar extension . There was nearly a riot, but 
thanks to Willie Armstrong who dashed out and 
had a word in the ear of the local British Legion 
Secretary, we were in, and a good night was had by 
all. We had quite a pleasant surprise when in walked 
Gordon Watt with wife and son Ian who is training 
at the Depot, I suppose he will be taking over as 
Joker Watt the Sixth. 

The Branch Annual Dinner will be held on June 
18th at the Elizabethan Rooms, Parliament Street, 
Nottingham. 

We welcome the following new members to the 
branch : G . Bremner (5 / 7); B. Bowkett (5 / 7); H . 
Jackson (5 / 7); G . Watmough (1st); R. Methering
ham (1st); G. Draper (2nd) ; W. Armstrong (6th and 
2nd); W. Clark (6th Piper). 

Hawick Branch: 
The Annual Dinner of this Branch was held in 

the Victoria Hotel , Hawick, on 8th January 1966 
and was attended by 20 members under the chair
manship of Mr George Hogg. The Toast of the 
Regiment was proposed by Colonel E . B. Beedle, 
MBE, and that of Ab~.ent Comrades by the Reverend 
Stephen Goodbranch, MA, of Hobkirk. 

Mr Bert Armstrong and Mr David Gibb con
tributed songs with Mr John J. Welch at the piano, 
Doctor Andrew Simpson continued in his well-known 
role as a story teller and Lt Col A. T. Curle, DSO, 
OBE, the Reverend Euan Traill and Lt Col J . R. 
Robertson Mcisaac showed that the Branch has 
no shortage of talent. The vote of thanks was 
proposed by Mr William Mitchell. 

NOTICE 
As many readers will already know The Regiment is to be honoured by the 

Presentation of the Freedom of the Burgh of Huntly. 

The Ceremony is to take place on Saturday 4th June, commencing soon after 

12 noon. Arrangements for spectators are not yet known , but as the Parade is to take 

place on the Football Ground there is likely to be ample accommodation . 
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